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At  the  close  of  aoother  voliuue,  the  Ooaductora  may  be  permitl«d  to  express 
a  hope,  that  the  contents  of  the  Aff^awi;  for  1861  are  not  inferior  in  interest 
and  valne  to  those  of  aay  previous  annual  isf  ae,  and  iutre  given  a  consider- 
able amount  of  satisfaction  to  the  various  classes  of  readers.  At  the  same 
time,  many  fiuiltB,and  defects  are  readily  acknowledged— occasioaall}'  rins  of 
omission  and  of  commission  freely  confessed ;  but  it.  will  in  future  be  their 
anxious  aim,  that  these  shall  be  reduced  both  in  number  and  in  importance. 
~  The  difficulties  connected  with  the  successful  conducting  of  a  periodical  that 
is  Dot  only  religious  but  denominational,  must  be  suffiuieutiy  obvious. 
Apart  even  from  those  that  may  be  reckoned  inherent  or  inevitable,  in  re- 
lation to  the  duty  of  fixing  upon  proper  and  properly  diversified  reli^ous 
and  ecclesiastical  topics,  that  shall  be  discussed  by  a  staff  of  competent 
writen^  there  are  several  other  difficulties,  not  the  less  real  and  trying  from 
being  more  incidental.  These  spring  out  of  the  extreme  diversity  in  the 
views,  tastes,  studies,  and  degrees  of  intelligence  and  mental  culture  on  the 
part  of  the  several  thousands  of  readers,  all  claiming  to  be  pleased,  though 
the  giving  of  satisfaction  to  one  individual  or  class  would  extort  from 
another  expressions  of  thorough  discontent.  Clerical  readers  have,  in  their 
own  order,  quite  a  legion  of  different,  and  even  conflicting  judgments,  as  to 
the  materials  and  style  for  the  Magazine ;  and  those  judgments  are  contrary 
to  the  views  of  lay-readers,  who  agiun  differ  as  widely  among  themselves. 
Upon  the  single  point,  whether  or  not  there  should  be  a  Sermon  in  our 
pages,  there  is  a  Babel- confusion  of  responses ;  and  the  affirmative  opinion 
has  been  accepted,  not  because  it  commanded  a  majority  of  supporters,  but 
chiefly  because  the  many  readers  adopting  it,  expressed  strong  conviction^ 
of  the  benefit  which  they  had  received  from  Jtfagcuine  discourses,  whilst 
opponents  could  only  allege  that  these  were  unseasonable  or  unsuitable  aa 
artides,  and  that  they  seldom  read  them. 

It  will  be  the  constant  care  of  the  conductors  of  the  United  Presbyurian 
Magazine,  that  it  shall,  more  efficiently  than  ever,  promote  the  general  and 


denominatJODal  objects  for  which  it  waa  started.  The  United  Fresbyterian 
Church  hae  a  rapidly  and  steadily  widening  sphere  of  influence  and  uaeful- 
nesa  both  at  home  and  abroad,'and  oar  periodical  should  seek  to  follow  her 
throughout  that  range  %&  an  humble  bat  zealous  co-worker.  Hitherto,  de- 
nominatJonal  magazines  have  seldom,  as  well  as  only  very  partially,  shared 
iu  the  success  of  those  churches  which  they  represented;  and  too  little  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  this  strange  feet,  or  to  the  circumstances  that 
might  account  for  it.  TTie  failure  of  those  press-organs  involves  blame  for 
some  parties.  Happily,  the  United  Pre^tyterian  Magazine  has  enjoyed  ex- 
ceptional fevour  and  prosperity,  though  these  are  still  far  below  the  mark 
tiiat  might  reasonably  be  expected.  The  conductors  hope  that,  along  with 
the  increased  exertions  on  their  part  to  render  it  efficient  and  acceptable,  the 
ministers,  elders,  and  members  of  the  Church  will  promptly  do  what  th^ 
can  to  make  it  triumphantly  suecGBsful — an  undertaking  which  is  neither 
desperate  nor  difficult 
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TEE  CIBCL&  OF  RECOMPENSE :  A  SERMON. 

BT  THB  HEV.  JOHS  BISSET,  NAIRN. 
'>  God  ngnireth  tiuit  irhkh  u  put"— fkxxat.  UL  It. 
ToBRB  U  both  sound  philosopher  and  true  religion  in  this  p&seage.  ^-nd 
altbongh  we  do  not  intend  to  descant  largelj  on  the  first,  we  would  mim 
the  dengn  of  the  writer  if  we  did  not  ao  disooTer  and  present  it,  as  to  illns- 
trate  and  enforce  the  nature  and  duties  of  the  last.  Taken  literallj,  the 
text  means,  "  God  requires  that  which  has  escaped."  And,  as  He  reqnires 
i\m  past.  He  has  secured  its  return  again,  in  due  order.  We  have  here  the 
announcement  of  a  general  law,  which  holds  true  in  natnre,  providence, 
and  grace.  God  has  so  purposed  and  so  planned,  that  the  decree  of  the 
text  shall  be  infallibly  executed  in  the  physical  and  moral  world.  There 
is  sabstantial  permanence,  and  yet  continual  change,  in  both.  Our'world, 
viewed  physically  or  morally,  haa  been  a  scene  of  sameness  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  yet  of  changes  every  moment.  Daring  no  two  momenta  are 
things  precisely  the  same ;  and  yet,  during  the  whole  lapse  of  time — from 
the  eternity  that  went  before  it,  to  the  eternity  that  is  to  follow — all  things 
remain  the  same  as  Grod  ordained  them,  with  regard  to  essence,  motion, 
principle,  kind,  purpose,  or  end. 

God'a  works  of  creation  are  complete.  And  having  finished  them,  and 
rested  from  them,  nothing  can  be  added  to  them  or  taken  from  them.  TSo 
being  but  Himself  can  create  or  annihilate  an  atom.  And  whatsoever  God 
doeth,  is  done  for  ever.  This  work  has  a  reference  to  eternity  ;  for  time  is 
nothing  to  Him ;  and  God  doeth  it  t}iat  men  may  Icar  before  Him.  So 
that  no  new  order  of  beings,  in  air,  earth,  or  water,  can  be  produced.  God 
will  not  create  more,  because  nothing  more  is  needed  to  carry  out  His  pur- 
poses and  plans ;  and  man  is  as  impotent  to  add  the  smallest  fractional  part 
to  the  complement  of  existenoe,  by  oreating  power,  as  to  add  a  cubit  to  hie 
own  stature.  There  is,  therefore,  no  new  thing  under  the  sun.  The  phe- 
nomena, or  appearances  of  God's  works,  are  often  ,new  to  us,  because  of 
their  diversified  combinations.  But  these  are  produced  by  the  movemenls 
which  God  has  appointed — like  the  different  appeurunces  produced  by 
turning  a  kaleidoscope ;  to  which,  however,  not  one  pebble  can  be  added, 
nor  from  which  one  extracted,  to  produce  an  appearance  which  conld  not 
have  occurred  before.  "  That  which  hath  been  is  now ;  and  that  which  is 
to  be  hath  already  been." 
All  things  are  moving  in  circular  orbits.    They  come  and  go,  and  go 
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and  come,  according  to  tlio  laws  which  the  Creator  has  ordained.  One 
generation  of  men  passeth  awa^i  and  another  generation  cometb,  in  con- 
stant saccessioD,  ae  wave  impels  wave  to  the  shore.  The  aun  also  ariseth, 
ami  goeth  down,  and  hasteth  to  the  place  where  he  arose.  His  apparent 
diurnal  and  aanual  courses  produce  to  us,  in  regular  «uccesuon,  limes  and 
seasons,  and  days  and  years.  "  The  wind  goeth  toward  the  south,  and 
turneth  about  unto  the  north  ;  it  whirleCh  about  continuallj  ;  and  the  wind 
retumeth  again  according  to  his  circuits."  "  All  the  rivers  run  into  the 
sea,  yet  the  sea  is  not  full;"  because  what  goes  into  it  comes  out  of  it. 
By  evaporation  the  clouds  are  formed ;  and  they,  again,  distil  themselves  in 
rain  upon  the  mountains,  which  forms  streams ;  end  they,  uniting  together, 
form  rivers;  and  thus  the  circulating  process  continues;  so  that,  unto  the 
place  whence  the  rivers  came,  thither  they  return  again,  "  Everything  in 
the  whole  economy  of  nature  has  its  revolutions  ;  summer  and  winter,  heat 
and  cold,  rain  and  draught,  seed-time  and  autumn,  with  the  whole  system 
of  corruption  and  generation,  alternately  succeed  each  other,  so  that  what- 
ever has  been  shall  be  again."  God  does  not  create  a  new  sun  every  morn- 
ing, nor  a  new  moou  every  month,  though  we  call  her  new.  The  past  is 
brought  round,  to  suitthe  present;  and  the  present  will  suffice  for  all  time 
coming.  The  productioiis  of  the  spring  are  not  new.  They  are  just  what 
they  have  been  heretofore.  Every  tree,  and  plant,  and  flower,  and  seed, 
has  a  production  after  its  kind.  This  has  continued  from  the  beginning, 
and  it  will  do  so  to  the  eod.  We  only  see  the  same  things,  in  kind,  which 
our  forefathers  saw,  and  which  others  will  see  after  us  :  for  God  requires 
that  the  past  shall  return  again  in  its  proper  order. 

And,  as  the  God  of  nature  is  also  the  God  of  providence  and  of  grace, 
we  may  expect  to  find  the  same  law  or  order  in  His  moral  kingdom  as  in 
His  natural.  And  this,  our  text  affirms,  is  actually  the  case.  As  the  moral 
Governor  of  the  world,  God  requires  that  the  past  return  again  in  its  proper 
order.  "  That  which  hath  been  is  now ;  and  that  which  is  to  be  hath 
already  been."  God  directs  and  governs  the  world  now  as  He  has  done 
irom  the  beginning ;  and  no  new  plan  will  be  adopted  till  the  consummation 
of  all  things.  His  moral  procedure  with  men  has  eternity  in  view;  and 
the  whole  of  His  providential  dispensations,  which  are  guided  1^  the  same 
wisdom,  justice,  and  mercy,  through  all  time,  will  move  onwu^,  without 
alteration,  until  that  termination  is  reached.  These  are  the  wheds,  in  the 
prophet's  vision,  full  of  eyes,  moving  in  a  mysterious  manner  to  us,  yet 
wisely  accomplishing  Ood'a  purposes  in  time,  by  revolution  after  revoludon, 
until  His  great  design  shall  be  completed  and  developed  in  eternity;  and 
this  without  one  wheel  more  being  ever  needed,  to  those  already  in  motion, 
in  the  mighty  and  all -comprehensive  machine.  God's  revelation,  too,  is 
now  completed,  and  nothing  shall  be  added  to  it,  or  taken  from  it,  until 
Glirist  shall  come  in  Hie  glory.  That  revelation  brings  before  us  lata  and 
gospel,  which  have  been,  and  will  be,  substantially  the  same  through  all 
time.  The  principles  of  morality  and  religion  are,  therefore,  unchangeably 
the  same,  being  derived  from  them.  Vice  now  is  just  what  it  has  been, 
and  will  be ;  and  the  same  is  true  of  virtue.  There  have  been  different 
economies  of  religion,  adapted  to  the  state  of  the  Church  and  the  world ; 
but  religion  itself  has  undergone  no  change.  We  have  the  same  object  of 
worship,  the  same  medium,  and  the  same  Spirit  by  which  we  draw  nigh. 
The  Church,  through  all  time,  and  through  all  eternity,  will  only  hear  of 
one  Saviour,  and  one  Spirit,  and  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above 
all  and  through  all  and  in  them  all.    There  have  never  been,  and  there 
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never  will  be,  more  ways  than  one  of  justifying,  unotifying,  and  saving  a 
sinner.  The  principles  on  which  Grod  will  always  justify  and  condemn, 
pardon  and  punish,  save  and  destroji  have  been  ordained  of  old,  and  re- 
vealed to  man  from  the  beginning  of  the  world.  "  That  which  hath  been 
is  now ;  and  that  which  is  to  be  hath  already  been."  And,  as  the  whole  of 
onr  future,  will  soon  be  present,  and  no  sooner  present  than  past — what  a 
solemn  consideration,  that  the  past  course  of  our  thoughts,  words,  and 
actions  has  been  flowing  round,  by  the  requirement  of  God,  to  meet  us  in 
eternity !  Although  much  of  the  past  may  be  forgotten  by  us,  it  is  not 
irrecoverably  lost.  Everything  which  has  contributed  to  form  the  character, 
either  good  or  bad — everything  which  has  had  a  moral  bearing  on  the  sonl, 
affecting  its  relation  to  God  and  eternity,  will  meet  it  at  the  jndgment-seat. 
For  "  God  reituireth  that  which  is  past." 

He  requires  an  account  of  patt  time  and  opportunities.  Time  is  given  as 
to  prepare  for  eternity.  It  is  a  precious  inheritance,  whose  measured  por- 
tions may  be  turned  to  good  acconnt.  But  if  we  shall  squander  it  away 
in  sin,  or,  through  lack  of  a  due  impressiDn  of  the  responsibility  which 
attaches  to  ue,  as  the  rational  and  accountable  trustees  of  that  valuable 
commodity,  which  the  wealth  of  the  world  cannot  redeem  when  lost,  neglect 
to  improve  it,  for  our  own  spiritual  welfare  and  the  glory  of  God,' — it  would 
have  been  better  for  us  to  have  had  no  share  of  time  allotted  us — better  tor 
us  if  we  had  never  been  bom.  Our  life  here  is  our  seed-time  for  eternity; 
and  if  we,  through  a  carnal  Indolence,  sleep  away  that  precious  season, 
or  waste  it  in  worldly  pursuits,  will  not  retribution  cause  spiritual  want  to 
rush  upon  us,  at  last,  like  an  armed  man  T  And  with  what  shield  will  we 
then  be  able  to  defend  ourselves  f  When  worldly  enjoyment  passes  &wscy 
from  the  soul  of  the  man  who  lived  for  it,  it  leaves  a  vacuum. in  that  soul, 
with  nothing  to  fill  it  but  remorse,  as  the  consequence  of  the  past.  In  the 
beginning  of  this  chapter,  we  are  told  that  "  to  everything  there  is  a  season, 
and  a  time  to  every  purpose  under  the  heaveD."  But,  if  the  thing  is  not 
done  in  the  season  God  hath  given,  it  remains  undone.  If  the  purpose  is 
not  put  into  practice  in  the  time  assigned  by  God,  another  thing  wiU  come 
round,  and  defeat  it.  The  wheel  of  destiny  turns,  and  brings  to  us  a  time 
to  weep  for  what  we  have  lost,  instead  of  a  time  to  laugh  ;  a  time  to  mourn 
over  our  foUy,  instead  of  a  time  to  dance ;  a  time  to  die,  without  having 
gained  the  great  end  of  life,  instead  of  a  time  to  live.  There  is,  indeed,  no 
sn^  time  mentioned,  inasmuch  as  we  begin  to  die  as  soon  as  we  be^n  to 
live.  How  many  have  wished,  at  the  close  of  a  mis-spent  life,  for  a  second 
opportunity  to  live  it  over  again,  and  improve  it;  or,  that  it  might  be 
lengthened  out  for  a  little,  to  give  them  time  to  repent,  and  implore  menj 
from  God,  ere  the  darkness  of  death  closes  in  upon  them,  and  their  doom 
is  fixed  for  ever !  But  oh  1  the  wish  is  vain.  No  second  chaince  is  given 
to  rcn  the  race  of  life.  When  the  goal  is  reached,  time  expires,  and  only 
lives  again  in  its  consequences,  to  those  who  have  finished  their  course. 
When  the  last  hour  has  come,  it  cannot  be  prolonged  a  moment.  When 
the  glass  of  life  has  ran  done,  there  is  no  being  that  can  turn  it.  The  wheels 
of  lime  never,  never  run  backward.  Let  us,  therefore,  not  be  deceived,  for 
God  is  not  mocked.  "  If  we  sow  the  wind,  we  shall  reap  the  whirlwind," 
— the  same  in  kind,  and  increased  in  degree.  "  IF  we  sow  to  the  flesh,  we 
sbalt  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption  j  but  if  we  sow  to  the  spirit,  we  shall  of 
the  Spirit  reap  life  everlasting."  And  such  a  harvest,  from  the  proper  use 
or  abuse  of  the  seed-time  of  this  life,  must  be  gathered  by  ua.  '■  For  God 
xeqnireth  that  whieh  ia  past." 
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The  tAmahtmeoipattg^  and  priviUgeg.  And  these  are  nuraerous.  Ifl 
■honld  count  them,  they  are  more  than  cap  be  Slumbered  hy  me.  But  as  God 
requiree  them,  Ke  can  and  will  bring  them  all  to  our  remembrance  at  laet.  We 
cannot,  however,  be  ignorant  of  the  foiJowiDg  : — The  gift  of  His  Son  toeava 
U8 ;  the  gift  of  His  Spirit  to  quicken  and  sanctify  us ;  the  gift  of  His  word  to  be 
a  lamp  unto  our  feet  and  a  light  unto  our  path  ;  the  gift  of  reaeon,  of  health, 
of  prosperity,  and  of  influence  ;  the  means  of  grace  and  religious  privileges  ; 
— all  these  He  has  conferred  upon  us  for  our  spiritual  and  eternal  benefit  and 
His  glory.  And  are  we  to  imagine,  that  no  after  call  will  be  made  upon  na 
to  render  an  accoant  of  our  proper  use  or  abuse  of  these  talents  T  Are  the^ 
trifles  not  worthy  of  being  mentioned  T  Has  He  not  with  the  gifts  put  into 
our  hands  an  explicit  notification  to  this  effect,  when  be  says,  "  Occupy  till 
I  comet"  Does  not  this  warn  us  that  He  wilt  come — when  we  must  give 
•n  account  of  our  stewardship,  and  when  He  will  expect  His  own  with 
usury?  And  we  know  what  Ue  will  say  to  each  of  those  who  faithfully 
improved  these  gifts:  "Weil  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into 
the  joy -of  thy  Lord."  And  what  He  will  say  of  every  one  who  hides  his 
talent  in  the  earth,  or  lays  it  up  in  a  napkin  :  "  Cast  the  unprofitable  ser- 
vant into  outer  darkness ;  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth." 
We  may  ignore  our  responsibility — forget  our  spiritual  privileges  and  advan- 
tages, and  thus  bury  our  abuse  of  them  in  oblivion.  But  will  they  remain 
buried  t  No  ;  they  will  rise  from  the  dead  with  other  accusers — such  aa 
the  inhabitants  of  I^re  and  Sidon,  and  Sodom  and  Qomorrah — to  condemn 
us  with  a  guilt  proportioned  to  the  number  and  magnitude  of  the  gifta  and 
privileges  we  have  neglected  to  improve.  For  "  God  requireth  that  which 
is  past." 

This  is  also  true  of  pai^  sins  and  omUsions  of  duty.  That  law  by  which 
is  the  knowledge  of  sin,  has  recorded  against  us,  with  the  faithfulness  of  an 
omniscient  observer,  every  transgression  of  thought,  word,  and  deed.  In 
every  such  act  there  is  a  moral  element  which  makes  it  imperishable.  There 
is  immortality  in  the  essence  ofevety  sin.  It  cannot  be  lost  or -become 
extinct.  It  stands  against  the  sinner's  name,  in  the  books  of  remembrance, 
marked  according  to  itA  aggravations.  And  when  the  books  are  opened, 
eveiy  transgression  of  every  man  will  be  read  out,  and  brought  again  to*  his 
«wn  recollection,  that  it  may  receive  the  just  recompense  of  reward.  There  is 
DO  law  in  the  universe  more  certain  in  its  operation  than  this,  that  "  the 
evil  men  do  survives  and  comes  back  upon  ihem."  The  laws  of  nature  may, 
by  the  will  of  Grod,  be  suspended  for  a  lime ;  but  this  is  as  unchangeable  aa 
His  own  nature.  Kot  only  will  men  have  to  give  account  of  every  sinful 
act  they  do,  but  of  every  idle  word  they  speak,  and  of  every  evil  thought 
they  think,  at  the  judgment-bar  of  final  reckoning.  "  The  profane  word, 
the  impure  thought,  the  unjust  transaction — they  are  gone,  like  the  wind 
that  whistled  past, — and  the  soul  of  the  sinner  seems  to  have  nothing  more 
to  do  with  them."  Yes ;  but  they  have  more  to  do  with  the  soul.  As  the 
wind  turns  round  in  its  circuit,  so  will  they  ;  and  meet  the  soul,  and  claim 
it,  and  cling  to  it,  as  their  parent,  at  the  judgment-seat.  And  what  a  dread- 
ful thought  is  this !  If  the  conscience-smitten  sinner  has  to  say,  in  the 
place  where  God  forgives  sins,  "  Mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me, 
so  that  I  am  not  able  to  look  up,"  what  horror  must  the  unpardoned  feel, 
when  the  iniquities  of  their  past  life  shall  rush  upon  them,  in  the  place 
"  where  no  acts  of  pardon  are  past,"  but  where  judgment  shall  be  laid  to 
the  line,  and  righteousness  to  the  plummet  I  Dtvts  felt  in  hell,  that  be  badl 
to  do  with  the  past.     All  his  good  things  were  past,  and  all  the  evil  he  had 


dooe  in  connection  with  tbem  was  becoming  present.  And  to  break  the 
circle  of  retribution  he  besought  Abraham  to  Hend  Ijazaras  to  his  fiktber'a 
house,  to  warn  hia  Qre  brethren,  who  had  probably  been  corrupted  hy  hto 
example,  lest  they  also  should  go  to  tbe  same  place,  and  increase  his  tor- 
ment. The  request,  however,  was  not  granted.  Prayer  from  hell  ia  too  lat«. 
Tbe  doom  fixed  cannot  be  altered  or  mitigated.  And  it  is  not  only  actual 
mta,  or  the  doing  of  what  &od  has  positively  forbidden,  that  we  have  to 
answer  for.  There  is  another  book,  the  entries  of  which  are  scarcely  ever 
thongbt  of  by  many.  It  coniaioa  our  sim  of  ondmona.  We  read,  "  To 
him  that  knoweth  to  do  good  and  doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin."  lliiB  is 
God's  handwriting,  as  legible  as  were  the  ten  commandments  on  the  tables 
of  stone.  What  a  catalogue,  therefore,  must  be  here  I  And  how  will  it  dor* 
prise  those  who  never  seriously  considered  that  Ood  keeps  such  a  book, 
when  it  shall  be  opened,  and  their  omissions  of  du^  made  known  to  them, 
as  well  as  their  past  transgressions  I  This  is  Sax  from  being  an  agreeable 
thought ;  and  because  it  is  so  disagreeable,  we  trj  to  banish  it  Irom  our 
minds.  Our  forge tfuluesa,  however,  does  not  efiace  our  guilt,  nor  alter  in 
tbe  smallest  the  requirement  of  God  :  "  These  things  hast  thou  done,  and  I 
kept  silence  ;  thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether  such  an  one  as  thyself; 
bnt  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes.  Now  con- 
sider this,  ye  that  forget  Ood."  For  He  requires  an  account  of  all  past  sins. 
And  aa  He  declares  this  to  us  in  His  word,  have  we  not  a  witness  of  its  truth 
in  oorselTes  T  We  have.  For  why  do  we  fear  the  iuture  T  Why  doss  the 
sinner,  who  makes  a'  mock  at  sin  when  he  commits  it,  yet  tremble  with 
terror  at  the  approach  of  death  and  the  judgment  to  come  T  Conscience, 
God's  vicegerent  within  him,  tells  him,  "  that  God  requireth  that  which 
is  pasL" 

This  is  also  tme  oipast  impreasiorts  and  retoluliona.  Few,  if  any,  even  of 
the  most  abandoned,  have  passed  through  life  without  some  good  imprea- 
aions  and  resolutions  regarding  religion  and  divine  things.  Agrippa  may 
be  viewed  as  the  type  of  a  class  who  have  almost  been  persuaded  to  be 
Christians ;  Felix  as  the  type  of  another  large  class,  whose  impressions 
foT.the  time  have  been  so  deep  as  to  cause  them  to  tremble,  and  to  form 
resolations  of  ameodmenL  But  these  resolutions  were  delayed  to  some 
future  and  more  convenient  aeascm,  God  gave  them  a  time  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  very  thing — a  season  for  carrying  into  ef^t  the  purpose 
— and  that  was  the  present.  But  it  was  not  improved ;  and  the  impressions 
and  resolutions  evanished.  Their  goodness  was  like  the  morning  cloud  and 
early  dew  ;  it  passed  away — it  was  lost  t  Lost,  did  I  say  T  Yes,  as  to  a 
fiivourable  result ;  but  not  lost  as  to  guilt  and  acconntahility.  Men  fre- 
qoently  inscribe  their  religious  impresaions  and  resolutions  on  the  sand — 
within  the  tide-mark  of  temptation — and  they  are  soon  effaced.  But  God 
marked  them  when  made,  and  engraveth  them,  as  it  were  with  an  iron  pen 
and  lead  in  the  rock  for  ever.  And  though  they  may  he  forgotten,  they 
will  yet  be  produced.  God  can  and  will  sweep  away  the  duat  of  time  and 
forgetfulness,  and  make  them  legible  to  those  who  were  once  the  subjects  of 
^em — "  For  He  requires  that  which  is  past." 

This  is  also  true  of  past  duties  artd  sacrifices  performed  by  His  grace. 
We  can  remember  these  better  ihan  our  sins,  for  various  reasons.  They  are 
not  so  numerous ;  and  the  recollection  does  not  create  the  same  uneasy 
feeling.  But  though  we  were  to  forget  them  as  we  do  our  sina,  not  one  of 
them  will  be  overlooked  or  disregarded  by  God.  He  is  not  unrighteous  to 
forget  onr  works  of  faith  and  labours  of  love.     Every  duty  we  perform — 
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from  that  of  giving  oar  souls  to  the  Lord,  and  ourselves  to  His  service,  to 
the  giving  of  but  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  any  of  His  people,  in  the  name  of 
a  disciple — will  be  brought  up  and  meationod.  Every  sacrifice  we  make, 
whether  it  be  the  denying  of  self  or  of  sin — the  cutting  off  a  right  arm  or 
pluckiog  out  a  right  eye — the  choosiog  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the 
people  of  God  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season — will  be  taken 
into  account.  Every  sacrifice,  from  the  refnsal  of  the  honours  and  riches  of 
a  court,  and  the  prospect  of  a  kiogdom,  which  we  could  not  enjoy  with  a 
good  aad\clear  conscience,  to  the  casting  of  ike  farthing's  worth  into  His 
treasury,  as  constituting  our  all,  will  be  brought  again  into  view,  and  re~ 
warded  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just.  Nothing  of  a  moral  nature  is  lost 
out  of  God's  universe.  It  is  all  in  safe  keeping.  And  as  the  bad  must  give 
an  account  of  themselves  to  God,  so  must  the  good.  As  there  will  be  a 
resurrection  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  so  also  of  all  their  ways  and 
their  works,     "  For  God  reqaireth  that  which  is  past." 

Let  us  now  consider  wht/  and  for  whatpurpoM  He  requires  this.  And  God 
requires  the  past, — 

First,  Because  there  is  nothing  really  past  to  Him.  The  present,  the  past, 
and  the  future,  are  terms  which  have  meaning  when  applied  to  us  who  are 
the  children  of  a  day,  and  know  nothing.  They  can  only  be  applied  to  God, 
however,  after  the  manner  of  men.  His  infinite  mind  has  before  it  all  the 
past,  the  present,  and  the  future.  All  time  and  eternity,  with  their  succes- 
sion of  events,  are  to  Him  mi  elemal  now.  "  One  day  is  with  the  Lord  as 
a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand  years  as  one  day."  He  is  the  "  I  am" — 
the  Beiug  "  wbo  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come — the  Almighty."  It  would 
therefore  be  as  derogatory  to  His  honour,  and  contradictory  to  His  charac- 
ter and  purposes,  to  imagine  that  He  will  not  require  the  past,  as  that  He 
will  not  require  the  present,  inasmuch  as  all  is  equally  present  to  Him,  and 
nothing  really  past.  "  And  wherefore,  then,  doth  the  wicked  contemn  God  t 
He  hath  said  in  his  heart.  Thou  wilt  not  require  it;  but  Thou  hast  seen  it. 
For  Thou  beholdest  mischief  and  spite,  to  requite  it  with  Thy  hand."  God 
requires  the  past, — 

Secondly,  For  judgment  purposes.  We  are  distinctly  told,  that  there  will 
not  only  bo  a  private  judgment  at  death,  but  a  future  ^uA/i'c  judgment.  The 
last  will  reverse  no  decisions  of  the  first,  but  confirm  and  display  them,  for 
the  vindication  of  the  Judge,  and  the  satisfaction  of  all  His  creatures.  A 
pid>lic  judgment  implies  that  all  the  facts  and  principles  on  which  its  deci- 
sions rest,  are  revealed  and  made  known  to  the  universe.  Hence  we  are 
told,  that  "  God  will  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with  every  secret 
thing,  whether  it  be  good  or  whether  it  be  evU;"  and  that  "we  must  all 
appear  before  the  judgment- seat  of  Christ,  that  every  one  may  receive  the 
things  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good 
or  bad."  So  that  the  publit:  justice  and  judgment  of  God  require  a  public 
recognition  and  review  of  all  that  is  past.  A'nd  this  solemn  and  affecting 
thought  occupied  the  mind  of  the  writer  when  he  penned  the  text ;  for  he 
adds :  "  And,  moreover,  I  saw  under  the  sun  the  place  of  judgment,  that 
wickedness  was  there;  and  the  place  of  righteousness,  that  iniquity  was 
there.  I  said  in  mine  heart,  God  shall  judge  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  ; 
for  there  is  a  time  there  for  every  purpose  and  for  every  work."  Gtod  re- 
quires the  past, — 

Thirdly,  For  displaying  the  riches  of  His  grace,  in  the  case  of  the  pardoned, 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus.  It  is  necessary  to  know  the  amount  of  the 
debt,  in  order  to  know  and  feel  the  kindness  of  the  creditor  who  has  frankly 


forgiTen  iL  It  is  by  samming  up  all  the  items  of  the  account,  and  reading  it 
out,  that  the  grace  b  displayed  which  cancels  and  covers  it.  Not  to  require 
the  post,  therefore,  even  in  iSie  case  of  the  saved,  would  be  a  concealing  of 
God's  grace.  It  would  be  a  defrauding  Him  of  the  public  glory  that  will 
redound  to  His  name,  for  freely  forgiving  the  debtor  of  five  hundred  pence, 
as  well  as  of  fifty — for  blotting  out  the  transgression  a  of  His  people  as  a 
ctood— for  subduing  their  iniquities  by  His  Spirit,  and  casting  them,  with 
regard  to  punishment,  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  The  grace  which  does  all 
this  can  only  be  known  by  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  what  it  does.  It  is 
only  by  knowing  what  the  veasel  formerly  was,  that  the  riches  of  God's  grace 
in  making  it  fit  for  glory  and  the  Master's  use,  will  be  fully  discovered. 
And  so,  with  regard  to  the  pardoned,  the  past  brought  up  will  show  what 
grace  had  to  endure,  and  what  it  had  to  do.  And  in  their  case  it  will  be 
seen,  that  where  sin  abounded  grace  did  much  more  abound,  and  reigned 
through  righteousness  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jesus  Christ  their  Lord.  God 
requires  the  past, — 

Fourthly,  For  diowmg  the  righuovaneat  of  Bis  reward  and  puauAmtnte, 
That  we  have  to  do  with  a  God  who  is  righteous  in  all  His  ways,  and  holy 
in  all  His  works,  is  certun.  And  as  He  had  "  manifated"  the  grounds  on 
which  He  is  "  a  just  God  and  a  Saviour,"  in  the  Gospel,  by  setting  forth 
Christ  Jesus  "  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  His  blood,  to  declare  His 
righteousness  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past,  through  the  forbearance 
of  God,"  He  will  as  clearly  reveal  to  the  intelligent  universe  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  rewards  His  grace  has  procured,  and  will  confer  on  the  saved, 
and  the  righteousness  of  the  punishments  His  justice  will  inflict  on  the  lost. 
On  these  two  points  all  the  good  will  be  thoroughly  satisfied,  and  all  the 
wicked  will  be  speechless ;  because  the  decisions  on  both  sides  will  rest  on 
their  previous  cluiracter  and  conduct,  fully  and  faithfully  brought  into  view. 

Let  us  now  apply  to  ourselves  what  we  have  said  in  illustration  of  the 
general  law,  that  "  God  requireth  that  which  is  past."  Unconverted  sinners ! 
yon  are  within  its  sweep.  And  what  are  you  to  do  with  the  pastt  You 
can  neither  change  it,  nor  yet  yourselves.  But  God  can  do  both,  without 
altering  the  law.  In  that  case,  however,  youmn^t  be  changed  in  yonr  state 
and  character — -justified  from  all  things  that  are  past,  through  foith  in  the 
merits  of  Jesus,  and  renewed  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Then  all 
^ings  will  become  changed  to  you ;  when  the  past  is  forgiven,  the  dark 
Future  becomes  clear.  Your  conversion  to  God  is  the  turning-point  of  your 
dastiny.  Without  delay,  therefore,  repair  to  the  throne  of  mercy,  and  seek 
His  pardoning  and  converting  grace.  Believers  in  Christ !  The  form  in 
which  God  will  require  the  past  from  you,  will  be  to  the  glory  of  His 
grace.  You  have  to  give  account  of  yourselves  ;  but  you  will  stand  in  the 
judgment,  clothed  >o  the  righteousness  of  the  Judge,  and  will  not,  therefore, 
be  ashamed  world  without  end.  IiCt  us  all  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
improving  time  while  we  have  it,  in  view  of  eternity.  Another  year  has 
gone,  and  completed  a  decade  in  the  latter  half  of  the  century  that  is  roUing 
past.  And  may  God  the  Spirit  "  so  teach  us  to  nunber  our  days  that  we 
may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom."    Amen. 
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OUE  UPE— ITS  THEEEFOLD  AIM :   A  NEW- YEAR'S  DAT 
MEDITATION. 

BT  THE  REV.  A.  L.  SmPSON. 

The  turn  of  our  life! — alae,  that  it  ehould  be  bo  little  tbonghtofl  The 
very  w<»ds  aeem  to  awaken  &  new  idea,  to  open  up  a  new  rista,  to  surpnae 
ns  iu  a  manuer  by  their  nnfamiliarity,  contrasted  with  their  manifest  near- 
ness to  OUT  interests,  duty,  and  destinjr.  They  &11  like  a  reproach  upon 
our  worldlinesB  from  an  upper  ephere,  calling  as  back  from  the  outward 
and  the  earthlyi  and  reminding  us  that  there  is  something  better  and  wor- 
thier than  these.  It  will  be  well  if  such  shall  be  the  practioal  result  of  our 
present  meditation.  We  would  disown  for  a  time  the  accidental  and  the 
passing — those  transient  peculiarities  which  constitute  the  mere  draperr  of 
our  being — tbat  we  may  the  more  clearly  and  the  more  calmly  contemplate 
the  great  and  the  universal,  and  that,  by  thus  looking  at  ourselves  and  onr 
fellowa  in  the  light  of  those  higher  and  wider  relations  which  have  their 
roots  in  the  ioui,  and  which  pass  into  the  infinite,  we  may  take  the  like- 
liest course  for  reconciling  ourselves  to  ourselves,  to  one  another,  and  to  the 
world  without ;  while  we  shall,  by  the  very  fact  of  dwelling  upon  them,  be 
strengthening  and  sustaining  all  that  is  most  gloriously  distinctive  of  our 
^humanity. 

"  What  is  our  life  1 "  says  an  inspired  writer ;  "  It  is  even  a  vapour,  that 
appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanisbeth  away."  And  yet  this 
vapour-life  has  for  its  trophies  all  that  is  great  and  imposing  in  the  world — 
temples,  and  cities,  and  palaces,  and  kingdoms — all  that  is  usefql  in  science, 
all  that  is  profound  in  philosophy,  all  that  is  soothing  in  literatore,  sU 
tbat  is  great  and  beautifiil  in  art ;  all  these  have  been  fostered  under  its 
wing,  and  are  tbe  footprints  which  it  has  left  on  the  sands  of  time.  May, 
bnt  this  vapour-life  is  laden  with  eternity:  this  meteor-flasb,  every  tame 
that  it  is  kindled,  lights  an  immortal  spirit  to  heaven  or  to  hell :  it  fixes 
destiny ;  it  determines  a  course  of  endless  progresaion,  upwards  among  tb? 
stars,  or  of  endless  slaking  and  divergence  into  a  deeper  gloom  than  brooded 
over  tbe  primal  chaos.  So  tbat  the  trial  of  Solomon  was  no  solitary  case. 
Life  holds  the  balance  to  every  man :  the  good  tbat  is  passing  and  perishable 
in  the  one  scale,  the  wisdom  which  is  all-embracing  and  imperishable  in  the 
other;  and  death  steps  in  only  as  tbe  ratifierof  the  choice,  while  eternity  is 
the  endless  unfolding  of  the  fruit. 

What  shall  we  say  then  ?  Was  the  apostle  in  jest  t  Was  be  seeking  to 
depreciate  this  great  seed-time  of  our  existenceT  Nay,  verily,  bnt  raUier 
he  would  rebuke  the  presumption  and  tbe  folly  which,  by  refusing  to  con- 
nect it  with  the  eternity  beyond,  makes  it  tbe  palace  of  the  body  indeed, 
but  tbe  prison  of  the  soul,  destined  to  open,  at  a  moment  they  think  not, 
into  tbe  far-sounding  depths  of  ruin  and  despair. 

Was  it  not  something  of  a  kindred  feeling  which  urged  the  exclamatioa 
of  the  king — "Wherefore  bast  Thou  made  all  men  in  vainT"  Vain,  in- 
deed, if  money  he  their  object,  and  pleasure  their  reward.  Vain  would  be 
tbe  eye  and  the  wing  to  the  eagle  if  be  were  never  to  rise  above  the  slimy 
things  of  the  earth ;  and  vain  would  be  that  eye  of  reason  in  man,  and  those 
wings  of  intelligence,  imagination,  and  faith,  by  which  be  can  look  "  before 
and  afler,"  reconnoitre  the  universe,  and  sustain  bimaelf  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  Infinite,  if  sense  is  to  be  his  world,  and  matter  bis  god,  and  the 
sepulcbre  bis  goal.     That  "  the  spirit  of  a  man  goeth  upward,"  is  written 
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on  its  Tsiy  eonstitation.  But  the  world  d«Dia8  it ;  it  grorflls  in  th«  dust, 
iDStead  of  soaring  to  the  inii ;  and,  with  this  practical  denial  meeting  him 
ererywhere,  can  we  wonder  at  the  momentai;  sceptioiBm  of  the  holy  seer — 
"  Wherefore  hast  Thoa  made  all  men  ia  vain  t" 

Not  leca  alien  froia  the  truth,  and  not  lew  BUggeRtiTe  of  the  Paalmisffl 
qDesdon,  ore  the  doctrines  of  chance  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  dreams  of 
pantheism,  ancient  and  modem,  on  the  other.  Bj  the  first  we  are  taught 
that  man  is  the  plajthing  of  circumstances,  tossed  for  a  little  hither  and 
thither,  now  in  sunshine,  now  in  shade,  on  a  current  of  events  lawless  as 
himself,  pasang  away  we  know  not  whither,  even  as  he  came  we  know 
not  whence ;  while,  by  the  second,  we  are  compensated  for  the  loss  of  indi- 
vidml  importance,  respmaibili^,  and  will,  by  tfae  fantastic  assumption  of 
one  Grreat  Spirit  underlying  the  universe,  projecting  into  the  region  of  the 
actual,  the  members  of  our  race,  who  are  again  to  be  absorbed  iuto  the 
parent  essence,  in  process  of  time.  There  is  thus  the  scepticism  of  a  male- 
rialised  spiritualism  on  tfae  one  side,  and  of  an  attenuated  materialism  on 
the  other.  Both  are  at  war  with  the  dignity  of  man ;  both  are  as  death  to 
his  aspirations  and  hopes  ;  both  are  subversive  of  his  individual  life ;  both 
have  a  chaos  before  and  behind,  and  a  painfully  tangled  web  in  tlie  midst ; 
and,  looking  at  the  world  Scorn  either  position,  we  are  again  troubled  with 
the  doubt — "  Wherefore  hast  Thou  made  all  men  in  vtun  f " 

It  seems  abundantly  plain,  that,  if  we  are  to  understand  the  importance 
of  man  and  the  design  of  his  life,  we  must  discard  from  our  view  all  such 
gossamer  theories  as  these,  and  take  our  stand  on  some  central  watch-tower 
of  troth,  so  strong,  that  the  surgings  of  error  cannot  disturb  it,  and  so  lifled. 
np,  that  the  whole  field  of  inquiry  ia  discernible  from  it ;  and  whither  shall 
we  turn  for  such  a  watch-tower,  bat  to  the  revelation  of  God  in  His 
wordl  Thither  David,  when  perplexed,  was  accustomed  to  resort.  Down 
in  the  plain,  his  vfsion  was  narrowed,  and  nil  was  confusion  and  doubt. 
He  could  not  trace  forward  the  conflicdng  lines  to  their  common  centre,  he 
could  not  put  all  the  dismembered  fragments  of  providence  together,  so  as 
to  educe  order  and  uni^  from  the  whole ;  but  he  went  to  the  sanctuary, 
and  the  mist  was  dispelled  :  hia  medium  was  clearer,  bis  horizon  was  wider ; 
he  "saw  their  end,"  and  his  spirit  had  resL- 

Sow,  looking  on  man  &om  this  "  coign  of  vantage,"  we  can  perceive  a 
threefold  purpose  and  aim  of -his  life.  First,  we  can  perceive  that  he  has 
much  to  do  with  regard  to  himself.  He  is  not  the  ideal  being  which  some 
represent  him.  There  is  guilt  on  his  cooscience,  dimness  in  his  eye,  and 
weakness,  rather  wickedness,  at  bis  heart  He  shows  the  ruins  of  a  fair 
(Oration,  but  nothing  more:  "  the  gold  is  become  dim  ;"  the  temple  is 
dismantled,  and  strange  visitants  now  haunt  its  shrine.  The  mark  is 
upon  him ;  and  his  conscience  might  speak  out  somewhat  in  the  manner 
of  Ctun — "  It  shall  come  to  pass,  that  wheresoever  the  doomsmsn  of  jus- 
tice shall  find  me,  he  shall  kill  me."  The  first  aim  of  his  life,  then,  has 
to  do  with  hmaetf:  bow  to  be  rid  of  this  inward  accuser ;  how  to  erase 
those  gnilt-staina  which  "  plague  him  so  ;"  how  to  find  asstirance  of  recon- 
ciliation to  his  God,  that  he  may  hold  up  his  head  in  the  universe,  and 
listen  to  His  voice  speaking  to  him  peace  from  Hia  awful  throne.  This 
must  be  his  first  and  hia  earliest  aim  ;  and  in  vain  for  this  are  his  own  sacri- 
fices or  gifts.  "  The  world,  by  its  wisdom,  knew  not  God."  Superstition 
may  slay  its  thousands  of  victims,  idolatry  may  invoke  its  thousands  of 
gods,  science  may  advance  its  thousand  appliances,  and  aelf-ri^'hteousness 
may  "  wash  itself  never  so  clean,"  the  groans  of  humanity  are  still  as  deep. 
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its  wounda  as  wide  as  ever  they  were.  The  carse  ia  haman,  bat  the  core  is 
divine  ;  and  the  first  aim  of  our  life  must  be  Ailfilled  at  the  <aoBS. 

But  this  is  no  more  than  the  beginning  of  the  work.  He  has  bis  foot 
upon  the  rock  now  which  alone  can  be  trusted.  He  is  now  within  the 
scope  of  the  great  central  attraction,  and  in  contact  with  all  that  is  destmc- 
live  of  evil,  and  most  influential  for  good.  Cleaving  to  that,  he  must  reach 
forward  and  upward,  strengthening  his  heart  in  all  holy  afiections,  opening 
his  mind  to  the  fulness  of  truth,  guarding  hia  passions  with  a  stem  and 
nncompromising  denial,  and  building  himself  up  into  the  likeness  of  Him 
whose  temple  he  ia.  He  is  safe  in  bis  highest  aspirations  here ;  he  has 
entered  the  only  legitimate  sphere  for  a  boundless  ambition ;  and,  with 
Christ  for  hia  pattern,  periteUon  for  his  aim,  and  heaven  for  hia  cr6wii,  be 
must  gird  himself  for  the  battle  in  all  the  lowliness  of  dependence,  bat  with 
the  energy  of  despair,  as  knowing  well  that  the  work  is  great,  that 

"  The  hemvena  an  steep,  nd  bell  is  deep, 
And  the  gaUe  of  life  ore  hard  to  Tin.* 

This  must  he  the  first  great  aim  of  our  life — individnBl  emancipation  from 
the  guilt  and  the  tyranny  of  evil.  Nothing  can  be  a  sujiatitute  for  this ;  it 
is  the  neceseary  condi^on  of  all  other  great  and  generous  aims.  We  should 
be  found  but  silly  builders  without  it ;  for,  saya  an  apostle,  "  Let  every  man 
prove  his  mm  work,  and  bo  shall  he  have  rejoicing  in  himself  alone,  and 
not  in  another." 

Looking  at  man,  then,  in  this  isolated  aspect,  we  say,  that  one  great 
design  of  his  life  is  to  wrestle,  and  rise  ;  to  be  moving  heavenwards  ever — 
converting  all  things  around  him  into  the  means  of  bis  advancement;  even 
his  very  passiona  and  infirmitiea  into  the  pedeatal  of  hia  fame  and  the  ladder 
of  his  glory. 

Bat  then,  after  all,  be  is  not  an  isolated  being :  he  is  part  of  a  system 
wide  as  the  universe  ;  he  stands  in  important  relation  to  all  his  fellows;  he 
eannot  disdain  even  the  weakest  and  poorest  among  them,  but  in  aelfiahness 
and  sin ;  and  here  looks  forth  another  great  aim  of  his  life.  He  was  formed 
to  love ;  and  there  is  no  religion  without  iL  There  ia  more  than  a  beautiful 
sentiment  in  these  words  of  the  poet : — 

"  Ha  pnyeth  ieat  vrbo  loveth  beet 
All  thiDgs,  both  gntt  and  small ; 
For  tbe  dear  God  tbat  lovelh  us, 
He  made  uid  loreth  all." 

If  our  blessed  Bedeemer  had  done  no  more  for  the  world  than  to  bequeath 
it  His  lessons  of  love.  He  would  have  been  its  greatest  benefactor  eUU. 
There  is  no  auch  enemy  to  its  progress  aa  aelfishness,  and  there  ia  no  demon 
so  hard  to  exorcise.  It  forges  the  manacles  for  the  slave  ;  it  mingles  tbe 
cup  for  the  drunkard ;  it  casta  up  its  gains  amid  the  ruin  it  has  made  ; 
and,  while  a  brother  is  bleeding,  and  nigh  unto  death,  it  stalks  nimbly  past 
on  tbe  other  side.  Thanks  to  our  Redeemer  for  His  every  condemnation 
of  this — that,  both  by  His  lips  and  by  His  life,  He  put  the  brand  of  Heaven'a 
displeasure  on  the  selfish,  and  extinguished  the  voice  of  that  impious  creed, 
"Am  I  my  brother'a  keeper?" 

But  we  must  not  forget  that  love  ia  a  practical  thing.  Its  proper  lan- 
guage is  not  words,  but  deeds :  it  has  pnans  for  the  prosperous,  indeed,  and 
pity  for  tbe  fallen  ;  but  it  has  also  food  for  the  hungry,  raiment  for  the 
naked,  and  refuge  for  the  homeless  and  the  outcast.  "  It  knows  to  have 
compassion  on  the  ignorant,  and  on  them  that  ace  out  of  the  way."    Its 
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celestial  footprints  toaj  be  traced,  not,  perhaps,  to  tb«  house  of  feasting 
and  wassail,  but  to  the  duskj  dwelling  of  the  mourner ;  to  the  edge  of  the 
sepulchre,  where  the  tear-drop  glistens  in  its  eye  ;  to  tlie  cfill  of  the  culprit, 
where  the  words  of  wisdom  fall  from  its  lips ;  and  to  the  uttermost  limits 
of  this  sin-troddeu  earth,  where  it  makes  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  ring. 
Like  a  pharos-light,  it  touches  the  furthest  horizon  of  woe,  and  the  heart 
beats  lighter  in  its  presence,  and  the  eje  is  less  sorrowful  at  ilB  approach. 
Nor  does  it  want  scope  for  its  wing  in  a  world  like  this,  for  the  desolate 
and  the  fallen  are  everywhere,  the  ignorant  and  the  fearful,  the  hungry  and 
the  homeless :  nor  encouragement  in  its  work,  for  "  it  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive,"  It  is  the  high  usury  of  heaven  :  "  He  that  soweth 
bonntifullj,  shall  reap  also  bountifully;"  and  although  it  may  someUmea 
meet  with  ingratitude  and  repulse,  it  is,  nevertheless,  the  great  strengthener 
of  the  soul,  and  the  brightener  of  its  way. 

Let  uB  see,  then,  that  we  include  this  in  the  scope  of  our  life ;  that  we 
learn  to  love,  not  in  word  only,  but  in. deed  and  in  truth;  that  we  look 
forth  with  affection  on  the  great  brotherhood  of  man,  and  lum  at  their 
uplifting,  together  with  our  own,  to  heaven  and  to  truth.  Thb  will  be 
living  indeed — living  anticipatory  of  heaven — living  assimilative  to  God  j 
"  for  God  is  love  ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  Ood,  and  God 

There  is  one  other  point  on  which  it  is  necessary  to  touch,  and  it  is  all- 
important  :  it  ia  the  zone  of  the  others,  it  holds  them  together.  WithoQt 
it  man  would  be  as  a  world  without  a  firmament,  or  as  a  firmament  without 
a  star.  He  is  formed  to  wrestle  and  to  love,  but  he  is  also  formed  to  uwr- 
ahip.  The  moon  passes  round  the  earth,  but  both  earth  and  moon  pass 
ronnd  the  sun ;  so  brother  here  must  minister  to  brother,  but  all  must 
Ditnister  to  God.  Nor  can  they  be  sustained  in  their  relations  to  each 
other,  than  as  tbey  adhere  to  their  orbits  in  relation  to  Him. 

Worship,  then,  not  in  its  cold  and  formal,  but  in  its  deep  and  spiritual 
meaning,  is  the  great  and  paramount  law  of  the  universe.  It  is  the  sym- 
phony of  the  stars — the  united  voice  of  faith,  and  love,  and  gratitude,  and 
wonder,  in  the  presence  of  the  Eternal;  it  is  the  all-embracing  and  all- 
Buslatning  mystery  of  our  being — its  goal  and  its  glory  ;  it  is  wings  to  the 
moral  creature  in  his  contemplation  of  the  Infinite  ;  it  is  the  upward  attrac- 
don  which  loosens  the  cords  of  sense,  and  makes  the  earth  as  a  spring-board 
to  the  young  spirit  in  its  bound  towards  the  Ideal  and  the  Shadowless ;  it 
is  written  far  down  in  the  depths  of  our  nature,  and  we  had  been  aiming 
at  it  ever — alaa,  how  blindly  I — tilt  at  length  the  true  light  shone,  and  the 
true  notes  were  sounded,  over  the  heights  of  Bethlehem.  Even  as  it  is,  we 
are  bat  feeble  and  faltering  scholars ;  our  eye  is  elill  dim,  and  our  heart 
still  weak  ;  we  are  "  proselytes  of  the  gate  " — worshippers,  if  at  all,  of  the 
outermost  circle.  But  we  are  here  to  learn,  and  our  instructors  are  many ; 
the  heavens  and  the  earth,  in  all  their  sublime  and  beautiful  forms ;  the 
sun,  and  the  stars,  and  the  flowers,  and  the  trees,  and  the  waving  com  ;  the 
voices  of  the  good  and  the  gifted,  now  singing  at  the  '•  fountain,"  but  whose 
echoes  linger  among  us  still ;  the  voice  of  the  Word,  "  which  shall  not  pass 
away,"  made  vital  in  Him  who  laboured  on  the  highways,  and  who  died 
upon  the  cross  ;  the  visions  it  depicts,  the  hopes  it  inspires,  the  prospects  ft 
unfolds }  and,  over  and  above  all,  the  far-echoing  music  of  heaven  itself — 

"  Th&t  DDdiBlurbti  song  ot  ^nre  concent, 
Aje  sung  befors  tbe  Bapphire-cokmr'd  throns 
Vo  Him  tint  litB  tbereoD." 
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We  are  here  to  learn,  and  these  are  onr  teachers.  Let  ns  listen  to  tbur 
voice  ]  let  us  rise  to  Uieir  beckonings ;  let  ue  catch  up  the  melodj  of  their 
songi  and 

"  Keep  in  tnne  with  haayen,  Hll  God,  ere  long, 
To  UiB  celeatia]  concert  lu  anits, 
To  live  viOs  Him,  and  ang  in  endlesi  mom  of  light" 
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The  great  Creator  seems  to  have  eetab-  and  the  ii             _ 

lished  the  econoio  j  of  the  uniTerse  on  the  extenial  in^uences.  The  buie  ct 

prindple  of  giving  and  receiving.     The  vithout  ita  antidote  in  the  moral  and 

order  of  nature  is  that  of  mutual  service  Bpiritnal,  any  less  than  in  the  vegetable 

and  accommodation.  The  heavenly  bodies  world. 

revdve  in   dependent  relation  to  each  Man  has  obviously  his  respective  duties 

other.   The  clouds  discharge,  for  the  fer-  — he  has  abo  his  reepectiTe  eonrces  of  en- 

tilizatdou  c^  the  soil,  the  exact  amount  jojment ;  nor  can  he  any  more  be  dispoe- 

of  moisture  the  solar  heat  had  previously  sessed  of  the  one  than  he  would  dispense 

withdrawn  from  its  seas  and  oceans  by  with  the  other.  His  very  reeponsibiLty  in 

the  procees  of  evaporation  ;  and  com-  regard  to  the  former  obtains  for  him  a 

merce,  through  ita  interchange  of  com-  readier  admiaaion  to  the  full  fruition  of 

moditiea,  gives  back  to  distant  lands  the  the  latter.    No  process  in  the  ecoDomy  of 

very  wealth  it  had  imported.     Diaeafie  human  life  seems  more  nnequivocal  tLan 

even  becomes,  under  judicious  treatment,  the  connection  betwevi  labour  and  eu- 

the  isstrumeut  of  a  healthful  longevity :  joyment.     Without  the  one  the  otiter  is 

it  b  thus  that  the  body,  like  other  sys-  acarcely  attainable.  The  Scripture  maxim, 

terns,  disgorges  iteelf  of  ite  superabun-  "Hethatwillnot  work,  neither  should  he 

dant  repletion.  eat,"  is  not  more  eafe  as  a  prudential 

Man  enters  upon  his  existence  with  check  to  sloth,  than  the  inreiM  pnq»- 

no  endowed  independence  of  Ids  fellow-  sition,  "  He  that  does  work  shall  never 

man ;  but  he  comee  furnished  with  the  fail  t«  eat,"  is  a  most  encouraging  Spat 

means  of  reciprocatine  blessings.    Fob-  to  exertion. 

sessing  no  pre-ordained  exemption,  from  Mental  faculty  i^  just  as  distinctly  the 
toil  and  trouble,  neither  is  he  d^dved  creature  of  God  as  corporeal  power :  each 
of  the  [>ower  of  receiving  help.  To  live  is  an  afent,  a  momentum,  intended  to 
/or  all  is  no  more  his  Creator's  ordina-  be  employed  for  tjie  common  weal ;  and 
tion  than  to  live  hy  all.  His  condition  each,  when  so  employed,  is  equally  retri- 
is  both  to  want  and  to  have ;  hence  the  butire.  The  very  exercise  of  either  is  in- 
multitudinous  cravings  of  his  twofold  separable  from  enjoyment.  If  the  hunt- 
nature,  and  the  inexhaustible  sources  of  ing-steed  and  greyhound  are  never  more 
reproduction  lodged  in  the  material  and  in  bim  than  when  hotteet  in  the  chase, 
immaterial  worlds.  That  each  should  be-  do  lees  do  the  intellectual  fibre  and 
come  the  servant  of  all,  is,  therefore,  not  brawny  muscle  of  humanity  experience 
more  humiliating,  than  that  all  should  most  exquisite  satisfaction  when  strung 
serve  each  is  flattering  to  man's  sense  of  to  their  highest  legitimate  effcnrte.  '  En- 
self-importance.  The  curse  pronounced  dowmenta,  like  metals,  are  beat  pre- 
on  Canaan,  "  A  servant  of  servants  shall  served  by  use.  Mind,  no  less  than  matter, 
he  be  to  his  brethren,"  may  have  had  and  has  ita  duties,  and  not  less  important  and 
still  have,  even  to  the  latest  descendants  elevated  is  its  platform  of  duty ;  it  has 
of  Ham,  a  special  appUcation,  but  must  also  ita  prescribed  field  of  operation,  and 
no  less  be  viewed,  like  every  other  dig-  far  lees  circumscribed  is  that  field.  Its 
pensatioiv  of  the  all-wise  Creator,  as  the  range  of  action  and  of  inquiry  is  indeed 
natural  and  inahenable  birthright  of  interminable.  Hatt»,  animate  or  inani- 
every  son  of  Adam.  In  His  works  and  mate,  in  order  to  work  its  ends,  must 
ways,  as  in  His  word,  nothing  is  to  be  discover  an  affinity  and  a  contiguity  to 
understood  as  of  private  interpretation,  its  objective  matter ;  it  abhors  remot«- 
or  of  individual  and  separate  utility,  neee  as  it  does  a  vacuum,  and  Hiarlninm 
Mercy  is  ever  blended  with  judgment,  infinitude.    Mind  ignores  distance,  and 
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aaftarfa  affisily  with  the  Infinite  HimseU.  the  BiUe  for  the  noblest  trinmphg  of  hn- 

Wh&t  proviBce  in  the  boundleea  Bpoce  man  enterpriBe.   InBpiration,  "  the  beam 

does  mind  decline  to  tnvene  I  Theiaeal,  that  lightens  every  land,"  bre»theeupon 

the  very  juoperties  of  &  chimera,  it  will  mind  a  aacrednees  of  concern  and  a  fixed- 

not  onlj  invent,  but  analyBe  and  mib-  neet  of  purpcae  it  neyer  knew  before, 

etantiate  as  things  corporate  and  tan-  Christianity  fumiahea  materialp  oat  of 

gible.     A  dream  of  the  night  it  will  in-  which  mind  may,  and  does,  real  the  meet 

vest  with  all  the  adjuncts  of  place  and  enduring  reauhe.    As  a  flaming  comet, 

clrcnmstance, — bow  much  moie  elicit  human  intellect  preriooBlj  flew  through 

from  "  the  things  that  are  seen,"  facts  apace  exciting  wonderment  hf  its  ya- 

aud  evidences  of  facts  etUl  mere  remote  gariee,  but  afiording  no  contribution  of 

in  endlea  consequence.     With  or  with-  light  or  heat ;  influenced  now  by  inaptra- 

ontdata,  mind  is  ever  free  to  ruminate,  tion,  it  ack  no  wledgee  a  centre  of  attraction 

Ita  own  indestroctible  chaiftcter  snpphes  in  the  purpose  thatf  exalte  it,  and  aranmes 

materials  at  will ;  bat  it  ia  oulj  when  the  theprerogatiTeof  a"lightoftheworld.'' 

credibility  of  its  operation  is  palpable,  It  occupies  a  prescribed  place  in  the  order 

and  its  occasion  urgent,  that  its  results  of  second  causes  for  human  redemption. 

become  tenable.    All  elae  ia  illnaory,  aa  its  duties  are  defined.   From  these  it  can 

n  romance  <^  the  poet  or  the  tale  cd  au  no  more  reule  than  it  can  cease  to  act. 

idwt.  "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do. 

That   exerdee  alone  of   the  mind  ia  do  it."     Immortal  in  its  own  duration, 

valnable  that  aims  at  the  general  good,  its  obligations  are  eternally  the  same. 

Whatever  cornea  short  of  this  is  sin — sin  A  new  bias  has  been  communicated  to 

in  essence,  tbongh  not  in  kind,  with  that  the  mind  Bmritnally  enlightened.     The 

of  the  body.  If  reason,  reflection,  is  to  re-  eternal  world  baa  been  (Oaclosed.     The 

gulate  boman  eondnct  and  define  hnman  very  dwelling-place  of  the  Inviaible  baa 

responsibility,  then  all  not  bo  regulated  been  branaferred  to  earth,  as  a  platf<nm 

is  necessarily  unreasonable,  unwise,  and  of  contemplation  orer  which  it  may  ex- 

vciing-   Under  no  other  category  can  we  patiate  at  wilL     The  harp  is  now  tuned 

lank  those  aberratJons  of  mind  wherein  to  a  new  theme,  and  its  chords  were  nev^ 

'^Uiegreate9tpo«eiblegood(ot!ieKreateBt  tonched  by  hands  more  thorongbly  in- 

possiue  number"  becomes  not  toe  first  atructed.    The  listeneiB  catch  the  spirit 

and  Ia«t  link  in  the  chain  of  action.   But  of  the  song,  and,  taking  it  upas  it  sweeps 

reason,  mind,   to  a  nation  schooled  in  along,  exckim,  "  Gbry  to  God  in  the 

God's  own  word  of  inspiration,  means  highest  I " 

Christian  iUomination,  Christian  prin-  Study,  research,  employed  for  the 
ei{de  and  belief ;  and  in  that  sense  only  interests  ot  eternity,  for  the  gloiy  cd 
do  we  desire  to  use  the  term.  "  What-  the  Infinite  and  man's  reunion  with  hia 
soeverisnotof faith,isBin."  Thatdirec-  Maker,  is  indeed  mind's  highest  exer- 
tion which  the  mind  takes  irrespective  of  cise  and  its  own  reward.  But  "  who  ia 
God's  design,  agency,  and  blessing,  and  in  sufficient  for  these  things  ?  Can  a  man 
indifference  to  its  tend^cy  for  good  or  be  profitable  to  God  as  he  that  is  wise 
evil,  is  an.  It  is  an  obvious  prostitution  may  be  profitable  anto  himself?"  He 
of  the  Creator's  beet  gift  to  unworthy,  can,  if  God  ehooses  to  employ  him — 
beonae  unconsecrated  purposes.  The  chooses  to  accept  his  services  in  Hia  great 
men  constitutional  instinct  to  eat  when  designs  of  mercy.  "  Nations  that  knew 
a-hougered  and  drink  when  athirst,  to  Him  not  ahaU  run  unto  Him,"  yet  doth 
resiat  pain  and  court  comfort,  in  common  He  both  select  and  qualify  His  inatru- 
vithtneWutes,— or  which  even  promnts  ments.  He  demarcates  alike  their  fiejd 
the  mind  to  soar  upwards  to  Vie  et£e-  and  period  of  service.  'TIS  His  work, 
real,  and  mingle  with  things  unseen,  and  the  modus  operandi  His.  Head  of 
waiting  in  ita  own  lig^t,  and  revelling  the  Church,  Sovereign  in  the  skies,  He 
in  ita  own  imaginings, — we  repudiate  devolvfs  upon  none  but  Uis  own  the 
both  as  a  rule  of  life  and  a  standard  of  nobihty  of  an  office  so  august.  The  am- 
merit.  However  dignified  in  philosophy  basador  to  man  for  spiritual  good  is 
or  ^pohu  in  demand,  it  is,  in  Christian  spiritually  called,  spiritnally  sustained, 
e^cs,  a  mere  bout  Ivcendi,  glimmering  Angels'  fare,  the  spiritual  manna,  is  the 
but  to  mislead.  Beligion,  the  true  alna  daily  bread  by  which  each  servant  of  the 
mater,  Hnppliee  a  surer  and  more  enviable  Church,  high  or  low,  is  enabled  to  go  on 
field.  Hind  then  wields  tiiedisooreriet  of  his  way  rejoicing.    As  there  were  false 
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OhnatB,  kowilltlwre  be  £nlse  prophets.  Ab  the  Father  ia  manifested  in  His  win'ke, 
By  their  fmite,  their  fmite  of  naefulnem,  ho  ii  the  Son  in  His  void.  CrMtdon  ei- 
aod  of  DODfonaity  to  the  Divine  inuse,  hibits  the  bophies  of  power,  wisdoai,  and 
shall  they  be  knorn.  These  test  alue  goodneas,  reiuauptioii  ^oae  of  mercy  and 
the  ghepheid  and  the  hireliiiK,  the  faith-  grace.  The  LogOB,  prepared  from  the  be- 
f  ul  minteter  and  mammoD's  alave.  Their  ginning  ot  the  i^ea,  is  the  same  that  is  to 
fraits — their  private  path  and  public  run  to  and  fro,  leading  the  cspta-rity  of 
hannt — their  presence  at  duty  and  ab-  ain  captive,  and  i^apensing  bleaaings  that 
sauce  from  voluptuousness — their  fnlneas  are  to  expand  and  brighten  thn>ngh  all 
of  stature  as  men  in  Christ  Jesus,  or  Ihdr  eternity.  To  be  a  fellow-worker  with 
strainings  after  it, — manifest  their  dis-  God  is  to  be  ever  undei  His  guidance, 
cipleehip.  The  livery  of  earth's  mi|^tieflt  ever  in  God's  prewnce — to  be  Bis  com- 
potent«t«  is  not  more  distinctive  to  his  panion,  so  far  as  the  imperfect  can  com- 
own  subjects,  than  is  that  of  Him  hj  pao^r  with  peffection-^^alking  with  Htm 
whomhiogs  reign,  to  all  who  have  re-  aawithafnend — transactingvithHimin 
ceived  the  seal  of  Zion's  citizenship,  a  partnership  of  interestB,  and  an  inter- 
"  The  mark  in  the  forehead"  cannot  be  cliknge  of  thought  closer  than  any  reci- 
mistaken  by  the  brotherhood.  "The  procity  of  earth.  The  bond  of  the  Spirit 
whit«  stone  with  the  new  name  written"  far  snrpasses  in  intenfdty  all  human  ties, 
may  be  "  known  to  none  saving  him  that  the  communion  of  saints  all  social  sym- 
receiveth  it,"  yet  la  it  veil  known  to  all  pathiea  of  the  natural  mind.  "  He  who 
euch,  and  eat^  can  recogniae  it  in  his  lOTsaketh  not  father  and  mother,  cannot 
neighbour.  To  the  former  it  manifeata  be  Hy  disciple."  Hence  the  miscoheep- 
iteSt  in  the  "peace  and  joy  of  believing,"  tion  of  the  thing  signifiei,  that  is,  in- 
to the  latter  it  is  manifested  by  the  said  volved,  in  the  idea  of  mere  connection 
"  peace  and  joy"  in  operation.  His  sub-  supposed  tosubsiat  betwixtthe  devotional 
jects  all  know  Him,  and  they  know  each  spirit  in  man  and  the  devotional  exercise 
other.  The  false  modesty  of  some,  and  external  to  the  man.  No  idea  simply  of 
the  osHumed  superiority  of -othere — hues  connectionadequatelyrepreaentBtheper- 
of  earthlinees  that  sometimes  obscure  the  feet  co-existence  of  faith  and  love  in  the 
features  of  heaven's  heritage  during  this  heart  of  the  believer,  and  love  is  service. 
muadane  pilgrimage — maycloudthe  true  The  two  are  contemporaneous  and  inse- 
lineage  of  the  saint  in  the  eye  of  unre-  parable.  The  believer's  entire  history  is 
generate  humanity ;  but  admit  such  to  devotional.  He  is  bom  again — to  what? 
Sie  communion  of  sunta,  and  hie  legiti-  To  a  new  nature,  that  can  no  more  lie 
macy  stands  apOTOved.  One  family  type  dormant,  unrevealed  in  its  aspirations 
pervades  aQ.  Each  has  it,  and  no  one  and  affections,  than  could  his  old.  The 
else.  Who  pants  not  to  dwell  in  the  secret  mere  babes  in  Christ  Jeeus,  Uke  those  of 
of  their  pavilion?  They  transact  with  the  natural  birth,  can  at  least  breathe, 
the  hidden  mysteries  of  godliness.  Their  and  that  very  br^th  they  inhale  is  de- 
hearts  bum  within  them  as  every  new  votional.  The  inspiration  that  begat  and 
ray  from  the  glcay  of  the  Eternal  fulfils  animated  them  anew  having  been  of 
its  milsio]!.  heaven  heavenly,  so  is  their  expiration. 
To  be  a  fellow-worker  with  God  is  The  outgoing  is  homogeneous  with  the 
man's  proudest  position;  it  is  to  be,  in  incoming.  "  As  He  that  b^at  is  holy,  so 
some  measure,  a  partaker  of  the  Divine  are  they  that  are  begotten."  The  fruit 
nature.     "  I  in  uiem,  and  Thou  in  Me,  of  the  Spirit  is  life — life  deteriorated, 


thattheyalsomaybeoneinUs."  Asthe  tainted  somewhat,  no  doubt,  through 
latural  laws  regulate  the  phyidcal  world,  the  corrupt  nature,  "  the  corruption  of 
a  do  those  of  the  Spirit  the  spiritual,     our  nature  by  lust,"  in  which  it  has  ctr- 


natural  laws  regulate  the  phyidcal  world,  the  corrupt  nature,  "the  corrupt 
so  do  those  of  the  Spirit  the  spiritual,  our  nature  by  lust,"  in  which  it  lu 
The  spiritoAl  is  especially  the  field  of     culated,  even  as  the  natural  breath  is ; 


and  accordance.    The  Church's  Head  and  features  rf  relationship.     The  paternity 

members  acknowledge  the  same  affinity  is  easily  recognised,  and  the  title  good, 

and  .dependence  as  the    natural  root  The  new  creSitdon  mav  have  been  mira- 

and  branches.     Immanuel,  God  with  us,  culously  sudden   and   mysterious,    but 

existed  from  eternity  chiefly  in  relation  there  is  no  mistaking  the  birth  itself. 

to  His  Church.    No  membOTS,  no  Head ;  No  sound  of  the  wind  may  have  been 

even  »  no  creation  without  a  Creator,  heard,  no  rattling  of  the  dry  bones  dis- 
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tingouhed,  in  the  honr  and  power  of  the  Give  bim  retirement.     Place  hit  foot  on 

SiTine  ageue; ;  yet  does  the  seed  remain  wme  isolated  etevKtion,  whence  be  may 

aztdgermiiiAtemtothefulneeaof  Uieper-  behold  the  crowds  of  earth  prosecuting 

fact  man.    Is  the  Bpiritnal  birth  that  is  to  their  chase  of  Henaual  gratification,  bow 

exist  tbroogh  et«mity,  of  which  Qod  is  involiintarUy  do«8  the  spirit  recoil  from 

the  direct  a^ent,  and  heaven  the  home,  the  naoseating  q>ectade  into  the  secret 

tobelessdietinctlTeinitscbaraoteristict,  of  its  own  contemplations  I    Give  him 

itBaima  and  operstionB,  than  that  of  the  retirement,  or  unite  nim  in  the  service  of 

animal  production,  which  extends  bnt  to  the  sanctuary  with  the  kindred  members 

the  grave  ?   Has  it  not  devebpments  pe-  of  the  same  mystical  body,  and  mark  how 

cuUiu'ly  its  own — anatmoepheretore^le  calm  and  subdued,  jet  how  genial  And 

in— a  field  of  materials  on  which  to  ope-  refreshing,  is  the  place  of  bis  reet.    "  'Tis 

rale,— all  specially  adapted  to  its  spiritnal  good   to  be  here."     Not  only  can  the 

slrDctDTe?    Can  the  heaven-bom  natnre  worldling  know  it  not,   'tis  personally 

Sourish  in  other  than  an  ether  of  rarest  incommunicable  from  each  to  other  of 

purity?     The   same   celeafJa!   ray  that  the  spiritual  members,   though  percep- 

wuned  it  into  being,  norses  it  into  ma-  tible  to  sU,  and  indigenoiis  to  all  who 

turity.    The  sustaining  "  bread  shall  be  are   engrafted   into  the  spiritual  Vine, 

given  him,  and  his  water  shall  be  sure;"  All  can  eiclaim  in  the  general—"  How 

tbstlsead,  "of  which  if  a  man  eat,  be  did  our  hearts  bum  witSiin  usl"  though 

ahtdl  lire  for  ever ;  tiiat  wateE  of  wiiich  the  precise  degree  of  ecstatic  love  is  in- 

Bliaaldamandrink,heehaIlDeverthirBt."  definable.     Herein  consists  the  commn- 

To  be  bom  anew  is  to  live  anew,  and  the  nion  of  saints.  All  manifest  a  community 

ueiF  life  can  no  more  be  maintained  on  of  enjoyment — all  acknowledge  a  rela- 

the  (dd  food,  than  the  man  of  eartli  can  tionsbip  to  the  same  common  centre, 

Gubeist  on  me  food  of  angels ;  bat  God  though  the  points  of  convergence  maj 

Cli  to  all  their  "  convenient  food."  be  nearer  or  more  distant,  ^e  gbw  of 

order  of  beings  has  its  own  neces-  fervour  higher  or  lower  in  one  than  an- 

taty  supplies.   "  No  man  goeth  a  warfare  other.    The  fiame  is  the  same ;  in  in  ten- 

athiaomcharges."   The  Levite  had  his  sitv  only  does  it  differ.     In  some  it  is 

holyduugs  meted  out  to  him  as  his  spe-  sufiered  to  cool  down  through  the  inter- 

cisl  food.     As  is  the  spiritual  Head,  bo  vention  of  exceslve  worldliness ;  in  some 

ire  tbe  spiritual  members.    Their  enjoy-  it  is  nearly  extinguished  by  the  floods  of 

mente  are  those  of  the  inner  man.   Devo-  tears  shed  over  it  for  crosses  and  bereave- 

tion,prai9e,thank6giving,areahke8imul-  ments;   while   others   have    so   learned 

laoMDsly  their  being  ^d  their  growth,  ChristastochooeeHimasalltbeirportion 

thcii  existence  and  their  exercise.    Grace  and  all  their  desire.    These  resort  to  Him 

in  tbe  soul  can  no  more  cease  to  manifest  astheirrefageinallseaaonsofdangerand 

itself  in  the  body,  than  the  tree  planted  difScnlty ;  nor  are  they  ever  at  a  Ices  to 

by  the  still  watere  can  faO  to  send  forth  know  "  where  they  may  find  Him."     In 

braoches,  unfold  its  blossoms,  and  pro-  such  the  beat  is  highest,  so  fixedly  is  their 

duce  fruit.    The  natural  cause  must  ex-  eye  of  faith  turned  te  the  Sun  of  Right- 

lubit  natural  resulte,  and  so  of  the  spi-  eouaneas.    Like  the  "  Spouse,"  they  are 

titiid  momentum.     Ihe  "  walk  and  con-  ravished  and  overcome  by  tbe  brightness 

vawtion,"  albeit  entangled  with  snares,  of   His  coming.     Still  each  believer  is 

and  counteracted  by  conflicting  propen-  satisfied  within  himself,  for  aU  are  filled 

^ti«s,  will  always  be  more  or  hm  co-  to  the  extent  of  their  own  capacity ;  yet 

wdiaate  with  the  internal  bias,  tbe  gift  cannocommunicationofmanadequately 

of  grace  communicat«d ;  and  that  gin  is  describe  tbe  experience  of  the  saint.   His 

JBOTBiaed  in  answer  to  prayer.    They  are  is  a  private  path  through  an  enclosed 

not  straitened  in  Him,  but  in  themselves,  common.     Tbe  track  is  his  own,  though 

The  believer  needs  not  the  aid  of  external  the  common  is  open  to  many.    His  ad- 

ippliances  to  excite  his  devotions ;  his  vance  is  ever  on  the  ascent,  the  gradients 

need  is  drcnmspectiou,  to  elude  seductive  of  which  be  cares  not  to  pause  and  re- 

inflnences.  Give  him  retirement,  "Never  gister,  so  enraptured  is  he  with  every 

^  alone  than  when  alone"  with  the  new  manifestation  of  Divine  truth.    Into 

great  Sanctifier,  his  spirit  never  reaches  the  secret  of  his  own  heart  and  aspira- 

a  higher  altitude  than  when,   "  in  the  tions  another  cannot  enter,  though  there 

body  or  oat  of  the  body  he  cannot  tell,"  is  reserved  for  each  brother  a  fellowship 

iicceufers  no  longfflwi^  flesh  and  blood,  of  joys  and  interests  of  which  all  may 
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participate.    Such  u  th«  complAoency  not  above  huHuter;"  no,  but  the  apiri 

with  woich  eacli  regards  hia  neighbour's  cd  the  Master  may  be  acquired  I7  Ui 

as  well  as  his  own  indlTidoal  red^ptioTi.  beUering  disciple.    His  loTel^  meeknei 

Tliat  any  one  who  has  txEted  thut  the  his  unabated  leal  and  unwearied  actJTitj 

Lord  is  gradoQS,  can  cease  to  speak  of  hia  aaaidaous  prosecntioD  of  vhatBoere 

the  loving-kindness  that  has  tnuwlated  his  band  findeth  to  do,  conatatnte  alike  b 

him  from  darkness  ioto  such  marrellona  p^bationarrdiadplineaDdhiadiploiDtf^ 

light,  can  be  at  ease  in  Zion  while  others  disdpleship.  Thereisno  jealooaycrfiJat 

pwish,  is  inconceivable  and  nnnatnral.  or  ja«fennent  in  the  field  of  Gbnstii 

lie  Christdan's  is  a  faith  that  wiM'keth  labonr ;  tber«  is,  however,  a  Iiolf  rinlr 

byf         "  

ami 
''U   . 

that "  they  have       ,  ,  , 

titude."     "  The  servant  is  not  greater  qnarter  is  given,  no  trace  proclsia^ 

tli&n  his  Lord,"  but  it  is  equally  his  duty  no  hostage  received.   The  seed  of  then 

and  hia  privilege  that  he  strive  to  be  as  man  contends  in  all  the  potency  of  td4 

lie  is.    His  Lord's  perfection  is  his  model  trust,  and  all  the  cdrtaiatj  of  aM 

of  imitatioQ ;   his  strainiDg   after   that  bucccbs  ;  and  each  repeated  onslao^li 

perfection  is  his  own  soul's  veir  life  and  the  serpent's  coil  only  recoila  upon  1* 

health.     The  believer  cannot  fiiil  to  aj>-  'self  from  the  believer's  buckler.  Heow- 

preciat«  the  condeBCeusian  that  permita  comes  by  faith.  The  arm  that  aimedlh 

ma  equality  with  his  Lord.  What  earthly  satanic  blow  is  weakened  byeach 

lord  ever  said  it  was  "  enough  that  hia  uve  effort,  and  one  weapon  fewwi 

Berrant  be  as  himself?"   "  The  diadple  is  in  the  armoury  of  the  enemy. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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ALTHOuaH  the  title  of  this  article  might  ceremony  waa  to  be   obserred  <i«* 

lead  the  reader  to  expect  a  systematic  Cabs  and  carriages  were  driving  M 

and  detailed  account  of  the  social  con-  fast  and  furious,  so  that,  from  tbwt 

dition  of  Borne,  all  that  we  intend  to  do  of  any  path  reserved  for  foot-piW' 

is  to  offer  a  few  notes  UlostrattTe  of  this  ^en,  we  were  compelled  to  take  ^^ 

topic.  in  a  doorway. 

If  we  take  the  inflated  descri^ion  of        The  dirty  condition  of  the  rtrceft 

Rome  which  some  authorities  give,  we  which  is  thus  an  occasian  of  eip^ 

might  suppose  that,  as  a  city,  it  excelled  and  annoyance  to  some,  ia  a  boukc  of 

every  odier.    Now,  no  doubt  it  does  so  gain  to  others.    If  you  walk  along  1^ 

in  the  number  of  ancient  buHdings  and  streets  towards  nightfall,  yon  nis;  ■^ 

monuments,    and    in    the    number    of  serve  unwashed  and  shaggy  indivi^'''^ 

churchee,  all  of  theip  very  large,  and  with  scarcely  clothes  to  cover  them,  m* 

many  of  them  very  grand ;  but,  bb  a  city  these  of  the  roost  ragged  and  miswWa 

intended  for  a  place  of  residence,  and  sort,  carrying  on  the  arm  a  basket,  vi'' 

for  the  business  and  comforts  of  every-  in  the  hand  a  lantern,  suspended  '«^^ 

day  life,  modem  Rome  stands  immensely  piece  of  wire,  reaching  nearly  to  «» 

behind  any  other  capital  of  Europe  of  ground,  and  so  they  walk  abng,  '>^ 

the  same  size.    The  houses  are  high,  the  serving  by  the  light  thus  afforded  ef^ 

Btreeta   nairow,   and  generally  without  object  lying  in  their  path ;   and  W 

any  footpath ;  and,  at  the  comers  of  the  eagerly   pick   up    and   put    into  ^ 

streetfl,  in  many  cases,  are  depoeitfl  of  basket  every  rag,  or  fragment  of  a  ^ 

refuse,  which  render  walking  anything  or  piece  of  metol,  or  bone,  or  end  ib 

but   agreeable;    and,  from    the    great  cigar,  which   they  may  be  fw'""''' 

number    of    carriages    which    in    con-  enough  to  find.     If  you  are  ™''i''?J 

sequence  are  used,  it  is  even  poeitively  see  what  is  done  with  all  this '*"'*' 

dangerous.     We  can  very  well  remember  you  may  t^e  a  walk  to  the  ^^*j^[^ 

walking   in  a  street  that  leads   to   St  of  the  town,  and  in  the  lowest  '"'^'r 

Peter's  one  evening,  when  some  special  that  low  quarter  you  may  see  bow  " 
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dispoeed  of.  The  Jewish  quarter  con-  We  should  believe  there  is  no  citj  better 
tains  several  trtreeta,  which,  in  the  eha-  supplied  with  water.  In  the  back  courts 
racter  of  the  ehope  composing  each,  of  toe  bousea  there  ii  commonly  a  spring, 
present  a  regular  gradation.  In  one  with  a  very  oopiooa  supply  of  water; 
street  you  see  pretty  large  and  respect-  and,  aa  there  are  freqnenUy,  as  here, 
ablo-like  places,  just  like  ordinary  shops  families  occupying  only  one  flat  of  the 
in  other  parU  of  the  city.  Then  you  house,  and,  of  course,  sometimee  higU 
find  a  street  with  shops  of  a  lower  class,  up,  each  family  has  a  thick  wire  stretch- 
where  you  instinctively  look  for  old  iug  from  their  window  down  to  the 
'Clothes,  and  as  surely  flod  them ;  and  s^Jng  or  cistern  below,  along  which  a 
where,  with  the  keenness  incident  to  pitcher  sUdes,  and  is  drawn  up  again, 
that  hne  of  boainess,  the  proprietors  are,  when  full,  by  means  ot  a  cord. 
one  and  all,  standing  at  their  doors,  and  The  warmth  of  the  climate,  which 
saluting  eagerly  every  passer-by,  in  the  makes  the  abundance  of  water  ao  accept- 
hope  of  enticing  him  to  purchase  their  able,  leads  the  people  to  pursue  their 
But,  passing  through  this,  you  avocations,  to  a  great  extent,  in  the  open 


come  to  another,  which  presenta  quite  a  air,  Shoemakers,  basket- makers,  cofiee- 
different  appearance.  Instead  of  win-  roasters,  and  others,  may  be  seen  at 
dow  and  door,  one  lai^e  wooden  gate,  work  in  the  streets  from  morning  till 
opening  in  the  centre,  and  folding  back  night.  Venders  ot  every  sort  of  tning, 
to  the  wall,  serves  for  both,  and  discloses  too,  may  be  met  with, — of  fish,  and 
to  view  the  whole  oontenta  of  the  esta-  tngt,  and  poultry,  and  fruit,  and  vege- 
bliahment.  These  are  certainly  of  a  tables.  In  many  places  yon  may  see  in 
very  motley  kind.  In  one  corner  yon  front  of  the  commoner  trattorias,  or 
may  see  a  huge  indisoriminatt  heap  of  eating-houses,  a  complete  cooking  eata- 
all  kinds  of  refuse,  the  produce  of  recent  blishment  carried  on  in  the  street.  There 
gatherings ;  in  other  parts  of  the  floor  are  huge  caldrons  with  charcoal  fires 
yon  see  heaps  ot  different  things  aasorted;  beneath  them,  and  men-cook",  in  white 
and  you  will  probably  observe  one  or  cotton  clothes,  are  busy  among  them, 
two  individoals,  with  the  unmistakeable  baking,  and  frying,  and  boiling,  on  an 
Jewish  features,  squatted  on  the  floor,  eitensive  scale.  Women,  too, 'are  buqr 
and  busily  distributing  to  their  proper  preparing  vegetables,  which,  with  the 
heaps  the  recent  arrivals.  Bach  frag-  never-failing  maecaranif  are  used  in 
ment  of  dress  that  may  be'  found,  if  lurge  quantities.  And,  at  benches  out- 
composed  of  more  than  one  material,  is  side,  you  may  oftenobservepeopledining 
carefully  separated.  The  soles  of  shoes  on  what  is  thus  prepared.  Such  place^ 
are  chopped  up  with  a  hatchet  into  their  at  night,  are  brUliantly  lighted  up,  and 
several  parts, — those  of  the  same  kind  present  a  very  lively  and  striking  ap- 
bWg  carefully  put  up  in  bundles,  and  pearance. 

sold  to  do  duty  in  tne  same  capacity        It  might  be  supposed,  from  so  much 

again.  business  being  carried  on  in  the  open 

As   we    have    mentioned    the    Jews'  air,  that  property  was  not  mnch  exposed 

quarter,  we  may  notice,  in  passing,  what  to  the  pilfering  of  thieves.    There  are, 

jvovision  for  their  spiritnal  welfare  is  however,  indications  to' be  met  with  ca 

made  by  the  Pope.  A  chapel  (Roman  something  far  different.  Go  up  any 
Catholic,  of  course)  has  been  built  for     stair   where   several   families   live,  and 

their  special  benefit,  and  on  the  front  of  knock  at  any  door,  even  is  the  day-time, 
it  is  inscribed'  in  Latin  this  text,  "Alt     and  you  will  be  surprised  that  the  door 

day  long  1  have  stretched  forth  my  is  not  opened,  but  you  hear  a  voice 
hands  unto  a  disobedient  and  gainsaying  calling  out,  "Who's  there?"  It  your 
people.''  first  response  is  not  quite  satisfactory  to 

We  have  noticed  one  feature  very  the  person  inside,  a  tittle  peep-hole  in 
marked  in  the  streets  of  Rome.  There  the  door  is  opened,  and  the  person  looks 
is  another  of  a  more  pleasing  nature,  at  you  and  speaks  to  yon  through  it. 
Wherever  yon  turn,  your  eye  is  refreshed  This  certainly  shows  an  amount  of  terror 
by  tlie  sight  of  fountains  ever  flowing,  which  ought  not  to  exist,  and  which  wilt 
and  Bending  high  up  into  the  «r  a  not  be  found  in  any  well-governed  city. 
sparkling  stream,  which  serves  greatly  These  peep-holes,  too,  are  in  daily  use,  ■ 
to  mitigate  the  heat  that  prevails  there  or,  at  least,  are  always  used  when  ibs 
daring  so  many  months   of   the  year,      first  inquiry,  "Who's  there?"  which  is 
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invari&blf  put,  ig  not  uitUfactorily  an-  demand  ia  created  bj  the  supply.  And. 
Bwered.  It  is  very  difficult  in  Borne  to  not  only  is  there  begging  on  the  part  of 
arrive  at  anything  like  truth  in  r^atd  the  poor  themselves,  but  many  of  the 
to  matters  of  crime.  The  press  is  under  religious  brothers  are  regularly  engag- 
the  strictest  censorship,  and  nothing  is^  ed  in  this  work.  It  ig  a  very  ustud 
admitted  in  any  way  dangerous  to  the  thing,  indeed,  to  meet  in  the  streets  one 
interests  of  the  Pope.  Anything  that  of  tb«se  men,  dressed  in  his  r«ligionB 
would  indioato  the  discontent  of  the  habit,  who  prfsenta  before  you  a  box, 
people,  or  the  had  government  of  the  bearing  on  the  front  an  inscription 
Pope,  is  carefully  repressed ;  and,  in-  stating  the  object  of  the  collection,  and. 
stead,  you  read  in  the  Journal  of  Rome  having  a  hole  in  the  top  into  which  you 
pieces  of  public  news,  such  as,  that  "  the  may  drop  a  contribution, 
most  holy  Father  attended  the  flower  The  multitude  of  those  who  belong  to 
show,  walking  among  the  crowd  like  a  religions  orders  of  one  kind  or  anoSier 
father  among  his  children,  while  the  is  very  noticeable  at  the  funeral  of  any 
youtiifl  eageriy  knelt  around  him  in  rich  person.  In  the  procession  which 
expectation  of  receiving  his  blessing,  wsa  formed  to  brine  the  body  from  the 
which  he  graciously  bestowed ; "  or,  that  honse  to  the  churcn,  which  we  saw  one 
some  distinguished  foreigner  "  had  an  evening,  although  it  was  by  no  means 
interview  with  the  most  holy  Father,  an  eitraordinary  occasioD,  there  were 
and  was  admitted  to  the  honour  of  kiss-  present  altogether  from  two  to  three 
ing  His  Holiness'  toe."  With  such  hundred,  clad  in  cloaks  of  different 
meagre  public  means  of  information,  we  kinds, — some  black,  some  grey,  aJid 
are  compelled  to  trust  in  many  thbgs  to  others  red.  As  they  left  the  church, 
public  rumour ;  but,  if  it  be  true,  the  they  drew  their  hoods  over  their  faces 
stories  which  we  have  heard  would  in-  like  masks ;  the  whole  face  being  covered 
dicata  a  most  insecure  condition  of  life  with  the  exception  of  the  eyes,  for  which 
and  property  at  Eome.  There  are  two  holes  were  cut.  They  bore  with  them  a 
different  police  authorities,  the  French  gilt  cheat  in  which  to  bring  the  body 
and  the  Roman ;  and  what  is  the  busi-  back,  and  each  carried  in  his  hand  a 
neSBof  both,aacommonlyhappenB,  turns  large  wax  candle  burning.  Ou  return- 
out  in  fact  to  be  the  business  of  neither,  ing,  they  paraded  through  some  of  the 

One  evil  which  in  well-govenied  cities  principal  streets,  chanting  aloud  in 
the  police  put  down,  it  ia  obtrusively  alternate  companies,  while  many  of  the 
manifest  to  every  one,  is  in  Eome  left  fo  people  toot  off  their  hats  as  the  pro- 
flourish  in  its  fuU  dimensions — that,  cession  passed.  This  ceremony  attracted 
namely,  of  public  begging.  We  could  the  attention  of  more  than  one  class, 
not  give  statistics  on  the  subject,  but.  While  the  rehgious  orders  were  attending 
from  observation,  we  should  be  inclined  to  the  Bpiritnal  interests  involved  (albeit 
to  think  that  the  beggars  in  Rome  are  they  showed  an  amount  of  carelessness 
about  as  numerous,  in  proportion,  as  the  in  going  through  the  ceremony  which  is 
ifwiaroni  in  Naples.  It  is  very  com-  distreasmg  to  a  thoughtful  spectator), 
mon  in  by-streets  to  see  that  image  of  another  class  were  intent  on  making 
wretehedness,  a  poor  fellow  with  his  gain  by  the  transaction.  As  wax  dropped 
bandaged  limb  exposed  to  view,  sitting  from  the  candles,  or  ran  down  the  sides, 
on  the  ground,  and  importunately  assail-  they  were  busy  collecting  it;  and  from 
ing  every  passer-by  with  his  piteous  the  number  of  candles  burning,  and 
wail  for  a  copper.  Even  in  the  cafe's  their  zeal  in  the  work,  the  product  was 
you  are  not  exempt  from  their  entreaty,  considerable.  Not  content  with  what 
In  many  of  them  they  are  freely  ad-  was  collected  within  the  church,  they 
mitted,  and  they  go  round  the  different  walked  by  the  side  of  the  men  carrving 
tables  asking  alms.  the  candles  in  the  streets,  holding  paper 

Beggary  appears  to  be  a  natural  pro-  near  them,  so  that  the  wax  might  drop 

duct  of  the  noh  institutions  of  monks  on  it.     Certainly,  in  Rome,  iu  all  things 

and  brotherhoods  which  abound  here,  they  "gather  up  the  fragments." 
One  great  purpose  professed  by  them  is        While  there  exists  much  poverty  and 

to  supply  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  beggary,  the  life  of  the  common  people 

consequently  they  find  plenty  work  to  is  not  b^  any  means  one  of  unmiti- 

do.    While,  in  commerce,  the  supply  is  gated  misery.      They  have  but  little 

created  by  the  demand,  in  beggary  the  money,  but  their  wants  can  be  cheaply 
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BQpplied.    Their  clothing  is  coaise  and  of  Borne.    Occaeion&lly,  howOTer,  thero 

their  fare  is  Bimple.     Their  diBpoeition  takes  place  a  drawing  tor  the  prizes  of  a 

is  easy  oiiid  idle,  and  the;  do  not  seek  lotterj.inwhichallc&saesareintereat^d. 

after  the  maddeniDg  etimulants  of  the  The  Sabbath  ia  always  selected  for  ench 

-wretched  in  colder  climates.     They  de-  an   event ;    and   it   creates  among   the 

light  in  music,  when  this  can  be  enjayad  people  as  great  an  interest  as  might  be 

in  the  streets, — although  this  cannot  be  expected  here  in  the  case  of  an  invasion, 

done  so  frei^uently  as  might,  from  the  or  in  America  oa  tlie  occasion  of  an 

musical  gemos  of  the  peo|je,  be  ex-  election.    Offices  in  all  parts  of  the  city 

pected.  are  open  for  the  sale  of  tickets,  which  are 

On    the   Sabbath  day  the    peasants  extensively  purchased  by  men,  women, 

generally  csine  in  from  the  Burrounding  and  children   of   ai]   clasBes.     The  sals 

eampagna,  on  foot,  or  in  bullock-wag-  grows  brisker  as  the  time  drawanear; 

gone,  or  mounted  on  very  poor-looking,  and,  on  the  day  of  drawing,  Sabbath 

dwarfish  hoTS».     They  come  in  early  lu  though  it  be,  these  offices  are  open  and 

&6  morning,  go  to  confesHion  and  mass,  are  busily  thronged.    The  place  of  draw- 

and,  this  being   soon   over,   they  next  ing,  on  one  occasion,  was  at  a  villa  just' 

attend  to  their   marketing,  and  then  outside  one  of  the  gates;  and,  as  the 

loiter  abont  one  of  the  public  squarea  hour  approached,  crowds  might  be  seen, 

till  the  afternoon,  seeking  what  amuse-  with  the  utmost  eagerness,  thronging 

mentoreicitementmaybefound.    Such  towards  it.     All  ages,  and  ranks,  and 

a  collection  of  ample  people  naturally  conditions  were  here  abundantly  repre- 

attracts  those  who  are  likely  to  reap  sented.    It  was  the  one  subject  of  public 

some  harvest  from  them.     Accordingly,  talk,  and  the  centre  of  public  attraction, 

yonmayseeanitinerantdentist.mounted  Everybody  seemed  to  have  a  personal 

on  a  cab,  haranguing  the  people  on  his  stake  in  it.     And  that  each  might  be 

infallible  power  of  curing  all  the  tor-  able  to  remember,  for  his  own  satisfac- 

menting  ills  of  toothache,  and,  with  his  tion,  or  for  the  information  of  less  fortu- 

screw,  demonstrating  on  tbe  teeth   of  uate  friends  who  could  not  be  present, 

'  any  one  who  may  come  forward  to  seek  the  results  of  the  drawing,  paper  and 

bis  aid ;  while  in  a  different  part  of  the  pencils  were  called  into  requisition.    As 

square  may  be  seen  another,  of  equally  these,  however,  were  materials  not  often 

ambitious  oratory,  who  offers  for  sale  a  in  use,  and  therefore  not  generally  cuiied 

spirit  of  extraordinary  merit,  suitable  by  the  caramon  people,  numbers  of  men 

for  all.  and  boys,  prescient  of  the  want,  bad 

Such    exhibitions   as   these   interest  started  ap  to  supply  it,  and  lined  ^ 

chiefly  the  peasants  and  the  lower  classes  road,  shouting,  "Pendls  for  sale."  J.  G. 
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TftE  following  letter  hu  been  addressed  to  Dr  Somerville.  It  ia  written  in  a  calm  uid 
tempenle  spirit,  and  we  williugly  accede  to  the  request  to  print  it  here.  In  ile  shrend 
pncUcal  tendeacy,  and  remnrkable  felicity  of  occaaioTial  eipreasiona,  out  readera  may 
rect^fnise  the  hand  of  an  old  and  able  contributor  lo  our  pages. 

TO  THS  RET.  DK  SO><EItVtI.t.E,  EDINBUBGH. 

Jan.  1,  18fil.  Nevertheless,  I  hear  many  around  me 

Rev.  Sir, — If  I  miatake  not,  I  saw  you  still  perplexed  with  the  multam  scriben 

had  been  through  at  Glasgow  at  the  from  both  sides,  and  scarcely  less  by  the 

recent  "  Meeting  of  Leading  Dissentcra,"  divided  views  held  among  various  United 

where  it  was  resolved  to  make  something  Presbyterians  themselves,  and  some  of 

like  common  cause  with  the  Free  Church  the  organs  that  argue  in  their  name; 

against  I«rd  Jerviswoode's  interlocutor,  while  this  last  pamphlet  of  Dr  Candlish's, 

Now,  few  names  indeed   could   give  circulated   among  our  people,  presents 

me  a  better  assurance  than  your  own,  the  general   subject  only  at  a  certain 

tbat  the  man  or  moventent  is  likely  to  angle   suited  for  those  otherwise  read 

be  right  which  is  fortunate  enough  to  up  in  it. 

secure  its  imprimatur.  Let  me  in<juire,  then,  whether  I  am 


BO  THE  CABDBOSS  CASE. 

right  in  the  foUowing  gtauxtl  view  of  the  cue, — vhich  at  £;st  was  pled  n> 

tl^  matter.  high  as  to  aHume  the  look  of  the  jai- 

A  minietto'^ — ab  it  happens  here,  by  marj  defence, -^  the  judgee   lut  jear 

name  M'Hiltau— is  charged  wUh  eome  (eemed  to  say.  Let  ua,  then,  be  at  Ihe 

improper  conduct,   and,  after  poaung  facia,  and  have  these  same  constitutioDB 

through  the  inferior  courts  with  -vary-  and  agreements  to  which  both  parties 

ing  resullB,  la  deposed  hj  the  General  appeal,    produced,    to  see   what  they 

Affiembly.     He  complains  that  he  has  actually  do   contain.     This,   then,   was 

not  got  justice  there,  and  he  appeals  to  the  noted  mder  to  satisfy  production, 
the  civil  courts  for  it.  Froduced,  accordingly,  to  Lord  Jerris- 

Now,  the  ground  upon  which  appeals  woode  as  Ordinary,  it  came  his  turn  to 
nsed  to  bo  rested  in  this  clsa  of  cases,  say,— Now,  gentlemen,  to  your  cont«n- 
wag,  generally,  that  they  inTolred  or  tion.  One  (rf  yon  aeserts,  there  is  pro- 
drew  after  them  civil  conseqitencei,  so  rided  here  a  thorough  subjugation  by 
as  to  let  in  the  jurisdictiiHi  of  the  civil  the  members  of  the  body  to  its  own 
court.    A  man,  through  deprivation  of  tribunals,  and  the  other  denies  it.    The 


membership  or  office,  loses  caste,  and  Church,  then,  as  the  aUeger,  had  better 
his  personal  status,  or  of&cial  income,  or  place  its  finger  npoa  the  terms  of  this 
eralbusinfas,  are  affected  and  injured    subjiigatioD  to' ecclesiastical  and  exclu' 


general 
by  thet 


y  the  act,  and  he  claims  redress  tor  the  sion  i3  civil  law.     Like  other  voluntary 

wrong  originating   them.     To  this  the  submisaiouB,  this  seHf-contained  finality 

prevuling  answer  as  generally  was,  that  to  its  own  tribunal  may  be  quite  compe- 

tbe  sentence,  bang  spiritual  or  ecclesi-  tent ;  but,  fiist  of  all,  is  it  quite  true  ? 

astical,  was  beyond  the  orbit  of  the  civil  I  may  see  it  all  by-and^by  ;  but  at  pre- 

court,    and   the    natural    consequences  sent  I  require  a  little  more  light,  by 

roust  be  allowed  naively  to  foUow  in  argument  or  document,  as  you  prefer, 

its  train,  as  the  fruit  withera  upon  the  to  see  the  exact  terms  of  this  surrender, 

cnt~down  tree.  since  yon  both  insist  on  referring  me  to 

Bowing,  apparently,  to  this  doctrine  them.     This  call  for  more  light,  qnalj- 

of  cousequencee,  the  present  complainer  fied  with  the  ordinary  caveat  that  as  yet 

takes  to  another  ground.     Granted,  he  he  offers  no  Ofonion,  is  the  interlocuttn' 

says  to  the   Church   courts,  that  your  atpresentbeforethepublicandreclaimed 

sentence,  causing  all  this  mischief,  must  against. 

stand,  whether  right  or  wrong  in  judg-  Now,  Dr  Candlish  objects  to  this 
ment,  surely  I  am  at  least  entitled  to  interlocutor ;  You,  the  civil  court,  have 
have  that  judgment  formally  arrived  at.  no  jurisdiction  or  right  of  inquiry  at 
There  is  between  you  and  me  an  agree-  all,  at  any  rate,  in  the  present  acdoa. 
ment  that  certain  forms  shall  be  first  The  pursuer  has  chosen  to  cast  his  case 
observed,  to  give  me  opportunity  and  into  the  form  of  reducing  an  ecclesiasti- 
assurance  of  justice  in  your  arriving  at  the  cal  sentence ;  and  into  thkt  province  you 
judgment, — all  the  more  necessary  if  it  have  already  admitted  yourselves,  by  the 
IS  lo  be  final  when  once  arrived  at  j  and  principle  of  previous  decisions,  incompe- 
the  right  of  the  civil  court  to  enforce  this  tent  toenter,  whatever  civil  consequences 
agreement,  like  every  other  consentual  may  naturally  flow  out  of  it.  You  cannot 
contract,  is  to  be  implied,  if  not  ex-  annul  the  sentence ;  you  cannot  repone 
pressly  surrendered.  the  man ;  and  to  what  earthly  intent. 
To  this  new  pleading  on  form,  the  therefore, -can  yon  cherish  a  reduction  if 
answer  given  is  understood  to  be : — The  you  have  no  review  ?  To  the  ordinary 
Church,  as  a  purely  spiritual  body,  must  difficulties  of  restoringaman  to  member- 
be  self-contained  in  spiritual  things,  and  ship  or  office,  once  cast  out  of  any  other 
self -regulating  in  its  forms  as  w^  as  in  association,  whether  literary,  commercial, 
its  judgments;  and  separately,  and  in  orbenevolent,whichthevolimtarynatnre 
a  lower  sense,  the  Church  as  an  ordi-  of  the  constitution  must  always  offer 
nary  association,  within  the  toleration  even  to  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  there 
or  recognition  of  the  law,  has,  and  is  is  here  the  positive  incapacity  of  s 
entitled  to  have,  it«  constitutions  and  eivihan  to  Kve  or  judge  among  spiritual 
agreements,    subjecting   each    member  elements. 

expressly  to  its  own  tribunals,  and  to  --  TmegthepDrBuermayseekhisdamagea 

them  alone.  like  any  other  man  if  a  civil  wrong  has 

On  this  lower  or  contjact  aspect  of  been  committed;  but  that,  like  eveiy 
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other  ease  of  the  sort,  mnst  be  thnnigli 
its  own  rdevant  action  of  d&magea,  in 
name  bb  well  as  natum,  apon  the  ordi- 
nary- grouuda  of  dril  wrong,  and  not 
upon  the  pecoliar  gromula  of  e{Hritual 
wrong,  wbich  are  quite  impalpable  to 
dvil  law.  And  thia  dirtinotion  between 
the  octionB  of  tbe  piinneF — the  action 
oE  lednction  and  the  action  of  damages 
— the  Dr  thinks  the  Ordinary  has  over- 
loobed  in  ever  entertaining  the  tanaec, 
—tiie  action  of  spiritual  reduction. 

In  admitting  tne  Charch  or  its  mem- 
beralo  be  open  to  the  latter  action, — 
the  action  of  civil  dam^e,  and  that 
alone, — we  ttfemime  the  Dr,  and  those 
acreedug  wiui  faim,  admit  the  cognizance 
of  the  civil  court  in  this  way,  that  while 
a  spiritoal  aentence  moat  be  kept  sacred 
ana  intact,  and  the  eccleaastical  judge, 
like  the  dvil,  protected  by  the  petson&l 
piiTilegeB  of  his  office  in  arriving  at  and 
issuing  it ;  still,  if  he  goes  wantonly  and 
maliciously  about  it  in  its  external  aspects, 
and  with  a  puMcity  beyond  the  occasion, 
he  goes,  in  such  outside'  conduct,  be- 
yond the  shelter  of  bis  pivil^e,  and  is, 
like  otiier  men,  amenable  to  damage, 
nnd  ihat  damage  proportionate  at  once 
to  the  TsntonneBB  of  hia  condact  and 
the  extent  of  civil  injnry  suffered  by  hia 
victim.  When  the  members  of  the 
Church  HO  overstep  the  privileged  rar- 
cnmference,  they  must  take  the  rare  and 
share  the  ^t«  of  the  outer  world. 

Ihis  ia  quite  intelligible.  It  is  the 
tolatiam  offered  where  alone  it  ahould  be 
due ;  and,  if  we  understand  the  present 
contention  aright,  the  defenders  are  will- 
ing to  go  to  issue  upon  the  ordinary  and 
tangible  grounds  relevant  to  such  civO 
actions. 

We  are  not  sure  that  Lord  J^ris- 
Toode's  interlocutor  means  mach  more 
tiian  a  desisn  to  clear  the  way,  accord- 
ingly, for  the  consideration  of  the  quea- 
tion  of  damages  already  brought  by  the 
present  purauer,  by  a  removal  of  the 
mterceptiDg  spiritual  sentences.  These, 
while  they  stand  unreduced,  he  thinks, 
might  look  like  a  justification  or  bar  in 
(tmine  to  the  coneiaeration  of  that  ques- 
tion of  damages.  Now,  we  would  ever 
wish  to  speak  with  hesitancy  upon  any 
undecided  points,  and  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  the  judges  of  the  land,  whose 
paat  opiniona  in  this  case  have  been 
gireoi  in  clear  and  ringing  terms,  which 

a  dis- 


tinctly feel  this  same  rapect  towards 
the  Xx>rd  Ordinary,  whose  very  name 
and  nature  give  the  highest  assuranc« 
that  our  Scottish  histiHT'  can  offer 
for  a  friendly  feeling  towaids  religioas 
freedion.  But  still,  in  this  particular 
matter  of  the  intercepting  sentence, 
ire  cannot  help  thinking  that  its  re- 
duction or  removal  to-morrow  could 
have  no  effect  upon  the  ulterior  or 
separate  action  of  damages.  For,  first, 
the  delay  of  its  trial  can  serve  no  object 
if  the  incompetency  ca  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion to  review  the  sentence  upon  its 
spiritual  merits  ii  not  denied  by  the  civil 
court ;  and,  nest,  though  it  were  com- 
pete&tlj  reduced,  there  remains  the 
question,  Cut  bono  in  the  action  of 
damages?  Under  a  jurisdiction  admitted 
or  assumed,  a  reductiwi  might  be  tried 
on  various  grounds,  such  as  erroneous 
ecclesisslical  law,  insufficiency  or  dis- 
conformity  to  evidence,  or  want  of  for- 
mal procedure  ;  but  these,  even  if  recog' 
niaed  as  gronnda  of  reduction  against 
the  judgment,  would  not  be  grounds  of 
damages  against  the  judge.  The  gronnd 
of  damage  is  exterior  to  all  these,  and 
therefore  exterior  to  the  sentence  upon 
the  merits,  whether  good  or  bad,  and 
whether  it  stands  or  falls. 

The  sentence,  meanwhile,  must  re- 
main and  ran  its  own  natural  course ; 
and  if,  in  that  natural  oourae,  the  fall- 
ing office  carries  itself  and  its  aalary 
down  the  stream  together,  and  the 
reputation  or  business  fades  under  the 
suspended  membership,  the  origo  maU 
should  not  be  sought  in  the  sentence, 
but  in  the  act  which  called  for  it.  And 
thus,  again,  the  law  sends  the  complain- 
ant elsewhere  to  the  outside  for  exter- 
nal acts,  as  the  foundation  of  any  claim 
for  civil  damage.  It  does  so  upon  a  true 
philosophy ;  for  every  fair  presumption 
IS,  that  the  Church,  in  her  natural  feel- 
ings, would  rather  retain  than  desb^ 
its  membership,  unless  under  the  pres- 
sure of  a  sad  necessity.  The  damage  is 
done  by  him  to  it,  rather  than  by  it  to 

This,  then,  seems  to  be  the  general  re- 
sult or  pleading,  that  an  ecclesiastical 
sentence,  per  se,  is  not  open  to  the  re- 
view or  jurisdiction  of  tne  civil  court, 
and,  therefore,  an  action  of  reduction  or 
review  is  incompetent ;  that  the  original 
want  of  Incompetency  is  not  to  be  sup- 
plied by  the  merely  resulting  civil  con- 
sequences ;  and  that  any  competent  ac- 
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tion  of  damftgee  for  Uieee  coneeqnences  he  must,  after  he  has  used  all  competent 

miut  turn,  not   on.  error  in  the  judg-  effort  within  the  conrta  who  rule  over 

ment,  bnt  on  malice  in  die  indge.  him  to  have  the  matter  reconsidered  and 

Now,  thia  seems  all  plain  sailing  in  revised.  Against  such  occurrences  of 
the  ordinary  case,  and  yet  the  mind  is  flagiant  or  less  injustice,  our  great  re- 
apt  to  return  to  the  difficulty  first  in-  liance  must  ever  he  in  the  common  sense 
teijected  by  the  alleged  Bpe<a8l  agree-  and  Christian  principle  of  those  to  whom 
ment  between  the  contracting  parties  we  have  delib^^t«lj  anbrnitted  our  indi- 
here,  and  to  the  constitution  of  the  vidual  independence. 
Church  08  an  oidinary  associating  body.  The  idea  of  a  contract  cannot  secure 
In  this  view  of  the  relation  of  the  con-  ua  against  such  an  iaaue.  It  ia  quite  a 
t«nding  parties,  there  re&ppeara  and  fallacy  to  say  that  we  entered  the  Church 
lingera  the  plea  that  the  civil  courts  upon  the  faith  of  it«  existing  rules  of 
may,  in  an  ecclesiastical  contract  as  procedure.  There  mnst  be  resident  in 
suitably  as  in  other  extra-judicial  agree-  the  general  or  supreme  court  the  implied 
ments  or  aufamiBsiona,  stand  sentinel  to  power  of  alteration  and  adaptation,  with 
see  fair  pUy  between  the  parties,  as  they  the  power  from  time  to  time  of  suspend- 
do  in  the  case  of  arbiterB.  There,  with-  ing  ue  ordinary  rules.  Thia  ia  doily  done 
out  trenching  upon  the  arhiters' Bole  and  of  intent,  and  many  unintentional  and 
independent  right  of  judgment,  the  innocent  aberrations  from  them  also 
court  takes  to  itself  an  equitable  right  of  ariae ;  and  are  we  to  let  in  the  civil  power 
Buperviaion  over  them,  auch  as  thia,  that  to  judge  whether  these  have  been  all  fnl- 
tsiu  opportunities  he  given  to  hear  the  filled,  or  whether  their  non-fulfllment  is 
parties  and  take  their  evidence,  and  sufficiently  grave  to  justify  their  inter- 
where  espresa  stipulations  exiat  that  ference,  and  enforced  constraint  over  us? 
these  be  ot»erved  hmc  inck  ,■— this  right  Why,  ejery  disaffected  member  might 
of  supervision  being  regarded  not  as  a  allege  departure  from  strict  rule  against 
superseding,  but  an  honouring  of  the  a  session  or  a  presbytery  ;  every  pr^«her 
agreement,  and  under  the  operation  of  might  allege  some  oversight  of  form  in 
its  own  terms  and  forma  securing  the  the  proceecUngBfor  a  call;  and,  nponthe 
integrity  and  independence  of  the  trt-  stereotyped  argument  that  he  entered 
bunat  chosen  by  the  parties  themselves,  the  church  or  association  upon  the  leli- 

This  aspect  of  the  matter — this  right  ance  of  its  forma,  and  that  the  ovenigbt 
to  enforce  a  supposed  contract  in  its  committed  lost  liim  the  call  upon  which 
terms  and  forms,  arose  so  hi^  as  to  ter-  his  whole  hopes  and  patrimony  depended, 
rlfy  some  of  our  United  Presbyterian  forthwith  call  in  upon  us  the  Lord  Ordi- 
Presbyteries;  andwhen,  last  year,  over-  nary.  Every  election  of  professor  or 
tnres  came  up  for  new  declarations  in  moderator,  everf  vote  or  constitution  of 
our  constitution  more  expressly  to>  ex-  a  court  or  mcetmg,  and  the  determina- 
clude  the  civil  law,  and  when  others  tion  of  every  public  question  or  move- 
were  answering  that  such  exclusion  ment  taien  among  us,  might  become  ex- 
would  be  the  surrender  of  both  personal  posed  to  the  same  risk  and  fate  upon  the 
CSce  and  religious  freedom,  I  remem-  mere  alle^tion  of  error  in  form  or  pre- 
testing the  case  to  my  own  mind,  to  judice  to  individual  interests, 
see  if  its  equities  reaUy  required  or  ad-  Nay,  I  question  much  whether  under 
milled  of  this  control  over  our  interior  such  a  reading  of  the  contract  we  could 
procedure ;  and  the  better  to  test  thia  alter  anj'thing  at  all,  «ther  in  form  or 
principle  or  point,  I  put  the  supposition  constitution,  without  the  express  indi- 
in  this  extreme  light.  Say  that,  sitting  vidiial  consent  of  every  member  who 
in  his  presbytery  or  synod,  a  party  was  choae  to  plead  that  he  had  entered  into 
suddenly  accused  by  a  neighbour  in  the  the  body  upon  the  preference  of  its  con- 
next  pew ;  that,  without  hbel  or  proba-  stitution  as  there  defined,  and  in  reliance 
tion,  or  trial  of  any  sort,  it  waa  the  upon  its  continuance,  and  that  no  altera- 
humour  of  the  court  upon  the  spot  to  tion  of  an  arbitrary  majority  could  affect 


believe  his  accuser,  and  with  an  admoni-  his  bargain  o: 
tion  suspend  him  of  privilege,  and  fling         Every  wrong,  it  is  said,  must  have  a 

him  out  of  the  connection  with  the  ruin  remedy  somewhere ;  but  it  does  not  fol- 

of  reputation,  theloss  of  status,  and  the  low  that  the  wrong  of  one  jurisdictioD  is 

suffering  of  goods.  to  be  rectified  by  another.    Certainly, 

Is  he  in  such  a  case  to  submit  ?  I  think  let  us  go  up  through  our  Church  courla 
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from  one  to  another,  bj  appeal  npOD  ap-  it  muet  be  held  as  the  Frees  joming 

peol,  if  need  be ;  but  not  out  of  them  to  themaelTos  to  the  United  Preabyteriana, 

sjiotber  juriBdiction,  an;  more  than  we  who  bold  by  the  whole,  rather  than  the 

voiild  appeal  from  the  i&we  of  England  United  PreeMerians  attaching  them- 

to  those  of  France,  upon  the  same  search  selves  to  the  Frees,  who  hold  only  bj  the 

of  fancied   juitice    somewhere    on   the  half. 

earth.  For,  after  all,  the  gnad  result,  and 

We  cannot,  then,  admit  the  iniruHion  the  only  stable  ground  at  once  against 

oE  the  .civil  court  into  the  arena  of  the  the  inquisition  and  the  interference  of 

Church,  upon  any  theory  of  contract  or  the  civil  court,  liea  in  the  spiritual  or 

nabUt  officiiim  to  administer   the   con-  New    Testament    constitutioa    of    the 

ditions  or  enforce  the  fcarms  between  the  Cluistian   Church    standing    high  and 

parties.    It  is  no  infiiugement  of  our  apart  from  all  civil  or  State  connection 

Mgmnent,  that  in  a  class. of  cases  where  whatever.     Within  its  own  circumfer- 

[mperty  held  by  the  body  is  concerned  ence  it  must  be  self-contained  and  self- 

the  civil  court  has  been  appealed  to,  and  regulating  under  lis  own  spiritual  Head  ; 

has  placed  itself  at  the  service  of  the  and  within  that  spiritual  circumference 


Cliuich.     For  there  it  was  not  to  reduce, 
bat  to  vindicate  ecclesiastical  procedt 


belou^g  to  the  one  party  and  with' 
drawn  from  the  otter,  precisely  ' 


no  foreign  finger  can  be  lifted  up,  what- 
!r  civu  or  inferior  issues  may  radiate 


by  simply  recognising  the  property  as     from  the  spiritual  act ;  and  when  any 


a  voluntarily   becomes  a  member  of 


ly  1 
this  spiritual  Church,  he  does,  from  the 
very  necessity  and  nature  of  its  consti- 
cedute  whereby   the  one  has  deprived     tution,    and   without,  any    express   ( 


sequence  and  in  fulfilment  of  that  pio 
ceduiB  whereby  the  one  haa  deprive" 
themeelvsa  of  the  prop»ty  and  left  it     special  adoption   or  surrender,   commit 


with  the  other.     In  that  case  it  would  tumsell  to  its  faith  and  (unctions,  and    . 

be  the  1(^0   df   tlie   pursuer,  that  the  ite  supremacy  and  finality  of  judgment, 

lodng  party  ahould  receive  compensation  The  moment  be  asserts  his  individual 

al  the  hands  of  the  other, — a  strange  independency  and  appeals  to  the  civil 

dcctrine  for  their  own  act.  law,  he  violates  the  spiritual  constitution 

Bat  vhile  we  write  all  these  tbincs,  of  the  Church,  and  abnegates  his  own 

we  feel  that  our  brethren  who  hold  by  voluntary  attachment  to  it,  and  ceases 

a  Stal^  connection  may  have  a  greater  virluallyand  eo  ipno  iobe  a  member  of  it ; 

diScnlly  in  asserting  the  same  freedom  and  any  sentence  of  suspension  or  depriva- 

of  judgment  and  action.    A  State  con  -  tion  is  little  more  than  a  cenotaph  to  a 

nection  gives  such  an  air  of  reason  to  man  already  gone,  and  buried  elsewhere, 
the  inquisition  of  civil  courts,  to  see  that         Our  case,  Uien,  if  we  had  one,  should 

the  peculiar  institution  it  has  preferred  he  pled  upon  its  own  high  divinity,  with 

to  select  and  maintain  as  the  most  re-  no  hybrid  spirituality  about  it,  begetting 

ligiouslytrue  and  politically  safe,  is  being  conjunctions  and  intermixtures  of  juris* 

maintained  in  the  original  state  and  con-  diction.    "  True  ideas  of  a  Church''  may 

ititation  in  which  and  for  which  it  was  be  published  every  day,  hut  nothing  in 

preferred,  or  altered  only  in  the  modes  the  end  will  serve  to  meet  a  case  sa<&  as  > 

and  within  the  region  of  liberty  assigned  this,  short  of  the  voluntary  character  of 

to  it.    The  right  of  election  and  suteidy  its  constitution.     It  alone  will  dissipate 

once  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  the  mercantile  idea  of  a  contract,  which 

magistrate,  his  ri^ht  of  inquisition  seems  peplezee  both  the  legal  and  Free  Church 

to  be  a  coDstitutionaJ  necessity,  and  the  mind.     Both  might  have  been  less  per- 

light  of  inquisition  seems  as  speedily  to  plezed  had  the  defence  not  been  pitched 

Ma  into  the  danger,  if  not,  probably,  the  so  much  upon  the  conditions  of  the  con- 

dntv  of  interference.     Those  also,  who,  tract  and  its  alleged  terms  of  surrender 

witaout  the  actuality,  still  abide  by  the  of  the  civil  rights  of  members,  as  if  these 

Uieory  of  a  State  connection,  may  still  would  otherwise  exist  and  rule  but  for 

have  some  embarrassment  in  the  argu-  their  express  seclusion.     Whatever  con- 

ment,  if  not  in  the  action.  ditaons  of  that  sort  may  exist  or  be  in- 

They  enly  have  a  pure  breast  as  well  troduced  into  the  code  of  the  United 

as  clean  bauds,  who  maintain  a  simple  Presbyterian  Church,  I  trust  will  be 

toluutaryism  throughout,  in  theory  as  pled,"  if  pled  at  all,  only  as  minor  or 

wdl  as  action ;   and  where  any  right  incidental  features,  not  creating,  but 

CMjUQcUon  or  co-operation  takes  place,  simply  declarative  of  a  pre-eristent  con- 
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■titatjonal  truth.    For  a  tme  allegiance  evil  of  the  encroachment  of  the  Cliurch 

t«  onr  Queen  it  is  surely  not  neceeaarr  upon  the  State.   Thankful  fcr  the  watch 

to  abjure  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  French  and  ward  over  the  liberty  of  penou  and 

Emferor,  when  the  naiture  of  citizenship  right  of  property  Baeigned  it  by  our  Pro- 

camee  sufBciently  within  itself  the  ne-  t«etant  constitution,  let  us  wekome  the 

ceeeary  attachment  and  subjection.  vigilance  of  the  ciTil  law,  as  administered 

A  man  may  walk  ia  or  w^  out  of  the  by  her  upright  Protestant  jiidges  ;  and 
Church,  BO  far  as  man  is  concerned,  just  when,  as  m  this  case,  appealed  to  by  one 
as  he  pleaaee,  by  virtue  of  its  yolimtary  of  her  citizens,  give  her  full  leave  to  b&- 
coDstitution ;  butwhile  within  it  hemuBt  tisfy  heraelf,  by  walking  round  the  ej- 
he  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  temal  aapecta  of  the  mbject,  to  find  it 
by  the  like  constitutional  necessity  that  lies  beyond  her  ken — a  matter  concern- 
very  membeiBhip  must  carry  inh^^ntly  ing  Zion  within  her  own  gates  and  bnl- 
within  it  this  subjection.  warka.   And  all  quit«  right ;  that  mean- 

What,  then,  dear  Doctor,  is  to  be  done  while  the  watchmen  upon  her  towers 
with  the  case  in  band?  'Why,  if  the  should  be  looking  on  ready  for  the  bugle- 
court  would  take  your  advice  or  mine,  call  to  aims,  if  need  be. 
it  woukl  reftise  to  entertain  this  reduc-  Bnt  the  call  need  not  be  sounded  pre- 
tion  of  an  ecclesiastical  aent«Dce  as  maturely.  As  yet  the  case  lies  not  wiA 
beyond  its  province ;  it  would  £nd  that,  the  people,  hut  the  judges ;  and  one 
by  the  right  and  normal  idea  of  a  would  expect  counsel  should  be  able 
Church,  without  the  necessity  of  an  ex-  enough  to  deal  with  them.  When  not, 
press  consent,  the  subiection' and  the  then  will  come  the  hour  for  popular  agi- 
benefits  of  membership  hang  suspended  tation,  or,  probably,  as  Dr  Cairns  sug- 
upon  membership  ita^f,  and  that  il  any  gested  in  an  earlier  conference,  for  im- 
oUier  damages  resulted  to  the  pursuer  perial  legislation.  Ueanwhile,  I  for  one 
as  a  citizen,  he  must  libel  them  as  ex-  have  confidence  in  our  constitution  as  it 
traneoUB  and  ultroneons  acta  done  to  him  stands,  and  that  our  judges  will,  in  doe 
in  that  same  character.  time,  arrive  at  a  decision  to  redder  such 

I  do  not  undervalue  the  exigency  of  strong  remedial  procedure  uncecessary, 

the  case;  and  though  differing  somewhat  and  would  meanwhile  deeply  regret  that 

from  our  Free  Church  brethren  on  the  any  public  meetings,  designed  merely 


itelligence  to  the  people,  should 
idd  counsels  or  protests,  wanting 
jpect  or  wearing  the  look  or  inten- 
)f  overawing  the  civil  bench  in  their 
just  and  conscientious  deUberations — 
just  the  very  sin  of  nuconstitutional 
usurpation  and  intorfeience  which  our 
friends  are  busy  deprecating  in  their  o 


grounds  of  pleading  it,  feel  quite  ai 
with  them  on  the  vital  necessity  of  the 
Church's  independence  within  her  onn 
spiritual  circumference,  and  that  no  pro- 
fane hand  be  put  forth  to  remedy  the 
apparent  unsteadiuefs  of  the  ark,  and  no 
civil  penalties  be  permitted  to  frown 

upon  the  exercise  of  the  conscientious  .      .  „         

diEoiphne  of  the  Church,  or  her  com-  (quarter  of  the  meridian.  Bad  at  all 
munion  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  mer-  timeBbetweentheCivilandtheEccle&iae- 
chandise  under  the  regulation  of  civil  tical,  it  is  not  good,  nor  needed,  in  these 
law.  times,  between  the  popular  and  the  ju- 

Still  let  the  Church  and  her  orators,  dicial. 
in  the  vindication  of  her  own  rights  and  And  thus,  amid  our  pieans  over  the 
duties,  comporii  themselves  with  dignity  Reformation,  we  might  do  worse  than  re- 
and  consideration  towards  her  sister  Or-  member  that  not  they  alone  who  in  the 
dinance  of  the  civil  court  in  her  fair  past  achieved  iis  introduction,  deserve 
Bicertainment  of  theirs.  To  avoid  one  ourtributeof  respect,  but  theyalsowho, 
wrong  it  is  not  necessary  to  fall  into  in  the  present,  are  administrators  of  its 
another,  or  while  resisting  one  of  the  spirit  as  well  in  civil  as  religious  free- 
two  great  evils  in  the  history  of  the  dom, — I  remain,  Rev.  and  Dear  Sir,  your 
world— the  encroachment  of  the  State  very  obedient  Servant, 
upon  the  Chiu^ — to  threaten  the  other,  A  CoUHTRT  Eldkb. 

if  not  as  mischievous  yet  more  frequent, 
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IN  MEMORIAM.— THE  REY.  JOHN  MORE,  AliOA. 

"Died  &t  Algiers  on  the  lOthKorember,  sonthwudi;   aod,  on  the  first  Aaj  of 

tiie  Ker,   John  More,  miniBt«r  of  the  November,  he  landed  aafelf  at  Algiers. 

West  United  Preebftanan  Church,  AJloe,  He  was  accompanied  by  his  bdoved  wife, 

in  the  tliirtf -first  year  of  hia  age,  and  and   by  a  brother   minister,   the   Rev. 

the  seventh  of  his  ministry. "  John  Steedman  of  Stirling.    The  journey 

Beyond  the  briefest  outlme,  we  attempt  had   produced   visible   improvement   in 

nomonoirof  himirhoBoanddenly{)at«ed  his  h^th,  and  raiaeil  the  hopes  he  always 

imj  boni  our  midst.     There  are  but  cherished  of  nltimate  reetoration  to  the 

lev  Lucidents  in  his  short,  thoughactive  delightful  duties  of  the  pastorate.     But 

sod  naefnl  life.    A  happy  home  in  a  before  this  cheering  intelligence  had  well 

SiMtish  roanae— early  consecration   to  reached  his   frienda  and   congregation, 

God  sad  His  servioe  in  the  ministrv —  Uie  expectations  it  was  calculated  to  ex- 

Drdination — marriage — illness — deiUli—  cite  were  dashed  to  tbe  ground  by  the 

and  the  brief  allotted  span  ia  ended.  sudden  arrival  of  letters  with  intimation 

John  Ucae  wm  the  third  son  of  the  of  his  death.     On  Saturday,  November 

RcT.  John  More,  the  esteemed  United  10,  he  enjoyed  his  usual  walk  and  con- 

Pnabyterian    Dunister    of    Caim^hill,  versation  with  friends.     In  the  evening 

Pifwhire.     He  early  gave  himsdf  to  he  conducted  the  lamily  worship  of  the 

Hii  Tork  of  tlte  Christian  ministrv,  and  little  household, — and  so  to  bed.    In  a 

with  all  the  eaJrnestnesB  of  his  disposi-  few  minutes  a  blood-veesel  burst.   "What 

tion entered  upon  the  studies  necetaary  is  this?"  he  said,  as  the  heart's  blood 

to  prepare  him  for  its  duties.   At  college,  ebbed  away.     "I  am  dying!"    A  brief 

m  whilst  attending   the    Theological  petition,  if  it  ware  the  Ix^'s  will,  for 

Hall,  he  was  distinguished  tor  scholar-  longer  life— a  committiug  of  himself  to 

^p,  and  carried  off  many  honours.  the  care  of  his  Saviour — and  then  silence. 

He  vaa  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  lightened   only  by  the  old  calm   smile 

Dunlaniline  in  1S5^,  a&d  soon  leceived  when   his   nearest   earthly   friend  said, 

1^  from  various  churches  anxious  to  "  You  love  Jesus,  and  He  lores  yon ; " 

obtu'niiin]  as  their  pastor.     He  accepted  and  so  this  true  heart,  resting  on  the 

tie  iuTitation   of  Uie  West  Church  of  only  foundation  tbat  can  support  in  such 

AUoi,  and  in  April  1863  was  ordained  sore  need,  entered  upon  the  rest  that  re- 

fo  the  collegiate  charge  there—the  senior  maineth  for  the  people  of  God.     "  l^t 

iiunuter,  the  Kev.  William  Fraser,  only  daywa8thepreparation,andtheSABBA'TH 

Burriving  a  few  months.      So  long  as  drew  on."     During  his  short  residence 

bealth  permitted,  Mr  More  laboured  un-  in  Algiers,  he  had  made  many  friends 

ismittingly  in  the  midst  of  a  devoted  who,   with  unfeigned   sorrow,   laid   his 

andftppteciating  people.   Two  years  ago,  remains  in  the  cemetery  of  St  Bugdne, 

icoki  settled  on  hia  lungs,  and  incapaci-  in  sure  and  certain  hope  of  a  gbrious 

Wed  him  for  wonted  work.     Various  resurrection.  • 

rouedial  measures  were  tiied,  with  buibU        So  died  John  More,  rejoicing  in  that 

iMoesSj'untU,  through  the  kindness  of  he  was  counted  worthy,  after  so  brief  a 

W>  people;   he    was    enabled,    in    the  warfare,   to  receive  the  victor's  crown, 

aatuion  of  1859,  to  repair  to  Algiera.  "  He  was  a  friend,  faithful  and  true  to  the 

I'rom  a  winter  passed  in  that  Ivilmy  writ«r,"  and  he  dare  not  trust  himself  to 

dimate  be  returned  last  spring  ahnoet  speak  of  hia  many  eioellencea.    Using  the 

veil;  and,  during  the  summer,  was  able  words  of  another,  it  may  be  truly  saii), 

to  preach  on  alternate  Sabbaths.    As  "  Asa  Kian,  he  was  amiable  and  loveable 

Mtumn  approached,  however,  it  became  in  the  highest  degree ;  as  a  student,  he 

evident  that  great  risk  would  attend  his  was    ardent,    diligent,    devoted  ;    as    a 

remaining  at  Alloa  during  the  severity  preacher,  he  had  few  equals  of  his  own 

d  our  winter ;  while  his  medical  advisets  standing  in  the  ministry.    He  had  very 

held  out  the  hope  that  a  second  residence  much  the  pulpit  gifts  of  bis  grandfather, 

ia  Algiers  might  restore  to  him  his  long-  the  late  Hev.  Dr  Paiton  of  Edinburgh—a 

Icet  health.  nian  in  whom  a  bygone  generation  of  Se- 

A  second  time  his  congregation,  as-  ceders  recognised  at  once  one  of  the  meet 

sisted  by  the  generous  and  unexpected  aid  popular  and  most  erudite  preachers  (rf  the 

of  other  Mends,  enabled  him  to  journey  age."    His  form  was  handsome ;  his  &C8 
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>   to  flash  -with  quick  fun    . 

kindling  thouglit ;  he  had  a  smile  of  rare 
BweetDess,  ana  a  Toice  of  unusual  rich- 
ness and  melody.  Add  to  all,  the  win- 
ning mannecH  of  n  Christian  gentleman, 
a  mind  endowed  with  Ulente  of  a  high 
order,  a  heart  brimful  of  tendemeeB, 
modesty,  and  truth,  and  no  wonder  that 
ail  men  loved  him.  School-mates,  claea- 
fellowB,  those  on  the  same  Probationers' 
Roll,  his  co-presbyters,  the  people  of  his 
charge,  his  fellow -townsmen,— we  know 
Done  who  ever  said  a  harah  word  of  John 
More.  Of  what  he  was  within  the  sacred 
circle  of  home,  we  dare  not  attempt  to 
speak.  Aa  husband,  father,  son,  and 
brother,  bis  name  is  graven  deep  on 
sorrow-stricken  hearta. 

The  writer  witnessed  hia  ordination 
by  the  kying-on  of  the  hands  of  the 
preebytery,  and  heard  him  preach  his 
first  sermon  to  his  people.  On  the  last 
Sabbath  he  spent  in  Scotland — the  last 
but  one  he  was  to  spend  on  earth— we 
sat  in  the  old  church  he  loved  so  well, 
and  heard  the  minister  read  to  the  sor- 
rowing congregation  a  fareweD  itom 
their  beloved  pastor.  Little  did  they 
thint,_  as  they  recognised  his  pen  in  the 
.  graphic  turn  of  the  sentences,  and  his 
heart  in  the  loving  words,  that  neither 
with  the  living  voice  nor  through  this 
colder  medium  ^onld  he  ever  speak  to 
them  again. 

The  text  of  his  first  sermon  to  them 
was  from  the  passage  .beginning,  "  We 
preach  Christ,  and  Him  crucified ; "  and 
upon  his  sick-bed,  on  that  last  sad  Sab- 
bath, lay  the  manuscript  ot  a  farewell  dis- 
course, on  the  appropriate  words,  "  The 
g-ace  ot  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesni 
brist  be  with  you  all.  Amen."  And 
thus  in  literal  truth,  as  one  has  said, 
"  Christ  was  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega 
of  his  pulpit  themes.*' 

Between  these  two  discourses  lay  seven 

i'ears  of  happy  and  successful  ministerial 
abours.  The  ability  and  the  love  for 
his  work  increasing  every  year,  a  brilliant 
future  appeared  to  be  opening  before 
him,  when  behold  the  voice,  "  The  Master 
is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee.  And  when 
he  heard  that,  he  arose  and  went  to  Him." 
,  We  were  asking  life  for  him,  and  God 


gave  it — even  length  of  days  for\ever- 

We  might  have  wished  that  we  could 
have  followed  our  friend's  remains  to 
their  last  resting-place,  and  that  the 
Scottish  daisies  might  have  bloomed  and 
faded  ou  his  honoured  grave ;  but  it 
was  not  to  be  so.  All  that  was  mortal 
of  him  rests  beneath  the  cloudless  blue 
of  a  southern  sky,  and  the  great  sea 
guards  his  quiet  sepulchre.  We  dare 
not  sorrow  as  those  who  have  no  hope ; 
but  such  parting  is  sore  to  flesh  and 
blood.  The  bygone  years  of  very  maaj 
wore  the  brighter  because  he  shared  their 
daily  happiness  and  daily  toil.  We 
hoped  to  have  biro  by  our  side  for  many 
a  coming  day.  But  now  we  know  that 
we  shall  meet  his  answering  glance  of 
love  no  more ;  be  clasped  in  the  strong 
grasp  of  his  friendly  hand  no  more ;  hear 
the  litelodious  accents  of  his  voice,  whose 
memory  still  rings  upon  our  ear,  no 
more.  Silently  past  his  foreign  grave 
"  The  atataly  ships  go  on 

To  their  hsven  under  the  hill ; 
But  0  for  the  touch  of  a  vanish'd  hand, 

And  the  sonnd  ot  a,  voice  that  ia  atill ! " 

Yet  it  is  well  with  him.  His  warfare 
is  accomplished ;  his  journey  is  ended ; 
he  is  HOME.  We  have  seen  lum  ^  dovrn 
into  the  dark  river,  and  so  vanish  from 
our  gaze.  Let  us  not  mourn  for  him  aa 
though  we  did  not  know  that,  the  dark- 
ness past,  the  pain  forgott^,  on  the 
farther  shore  the  shining  ones  have  met 
him,  and  that  within  the  pearly  gato  "  all 
the  bells  of  the  city  have  rung  again 
for  icy." 

May  God  grant  to  bU  who  weep  for 
him — to  all  who  read  these  lines — like 
precious  faith  I — a  readiness  like  his 
whose  loss  we  moom,  to  work  while  it  ia 
called  to-day  with  all  their  heart,  and 
soul,  and  sb'ength,  and  mind ;  so  that, 
come  the  night  early,  or  come  it  late, ' '  at 
evening  time"  it  may  be  light  with  tiiem, 
as,  thsnks  be  to  God,  it  was  light  with 
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Altae  Liobt  ;  A  Tribute  to  the  Memorj 
of  the  KeT.  Albiaudbb  Flbwhbk, 
D  D ,  London,  By  the  Be».  Jobw  MiC- 
FABLAns,  LL,D.,  Glugow,  Author  of 
"  Altar  Gold,"  "  The  Night  Lamp, 
"  The  Monntiins  of  the  Bible,"  etc. 

LonioQ!  JKnesNUlietiuidCo.,  21,  Bemeti  Slitel- 

Thb  SOth  September  last,  being  Sunday, 
wien  the  London  Sabbath  belU  ceaaed 
tinging  for  the  motniDg  aenioe,  was  Dr 
rieichet's  "  time  to  die," 

Few  ministers  had  answered  to  the 
weekly  sommous  of  those  bells  so  often 
and  lo  long  ««  Dr  Fletcher;  and  tbera 
were  few  indeed  whose  entrance  to  the 
pulpit,  in  the  hush  of  expeclatiqu  at  their 
close,  waa  more  heartily  hailed  by  the  as- 
Bembled  congregation.  , 

Upon  the  Monday  eight  days  following, 
is.  the  8th  October,  the  lai^o  faneral 
hiked  at  Abnej  Chapel ;  and  after  some 
heartfelt  and  heart-stirring  woida  from  Mr 
Binney,  of  the  Weighhouse,  and  after  a 
most  thrilling  bnrBt  of  waUingmuaic  from 
the  Miembled  children,  which  has  been 
described  u  pecnliarly  affecting,  crowding 
moBrnen,  young  and  old,  thronged  into  the 
cemelery,  and  saw  the  grave  close  OTer 
this  tnily  noble  man,  ,111, 

On  the  Sabbath  enaamg,  the  blacK- 
draped  palpit  in  the  large  chapel  at  Fins- 
bury  was  entered,  after  the  ringing  of  those 
morning  bells,  by  Dr  Macfarlane ;  and 
whal  waa  then  spoken,  amid  iheauppreaaed 
weeping  of  thousands,  baa  here  found  per- 
manent record,  under  the  title  of  "  Altar 

We  have  not  met  with  anything,  even  of 
Dr  Macfarlane's,  finer  in  ils  way,  than  thia 
graceful  tribote,  in  memoriom,  to  the  old 
nan  eloquent,"  of  Finabnry.  Though 
painting  is  not  perhaps  the  anthor'a  highest, 
or  most  earnestly  coveted  gift,  yet  we  must 
clasa  him  with  our   "  Modem  Paintera, 


picture  from  among  the  holy  men  of  old  in 
these  eases  is  here  adhered  to)  ia  that  of 
John  the  Baptist,  and  the  text,  "  Ha  was 
a  bamiog  and  a  shining  light." 

The  miniatry  of  the  Baptist  ia  descnbed 
aa  lat,  A  Iransilioa  ministry— he  was  a 
light  for  a  season  ;  ad,  A  miniatry  of  de- 
struction,—"  a  burning  light  j"  and,  3d, 
A  ministry  of  enlightenment,—"  a  shining 
light."  ,   , 

The  triplet  is  handled  In  Dr  Macfarlane  s 
own  masterly  way;  and  the  form  of  the 
later  Elijah,  stern,  ardent,  fearless,  rises 
upon  our  view  from  the  wilderness  re- 
markably truthful,  and  clearly  defined!— 
'■  He  waa  a  Jew,  but  not  a  Jewish  priest. 
Ho  lived  apart  from  the  temple  and  the  temple 
BBTVice.  Ha  waa  a  temple  lo  himself,  and  jn 
his  course  he  had  no  colleague  nor  competi- 
tor. He  appeared  just  when  the  Mobbic  dis- 
peosation  was  becoming  dead  and  effete,  and 
just  as  the  elements  of  the  "^w  esonomj  were 
risingiatoorderand  beauty.  The  'oldlhrngs 
wers  not  away  yet,  and  the  '  new  thmga  were 
not  jet  come  ;  but  John  etands  midway  be- 
tween them,  to  pronounce  the  doom  of  the  one 
and  lo  herald  the  advent  of  the  other.  I  he 
one  had  served  its  purpose  by  cmbodjiag  the 
Saviour  in  types  and  prophecies.  These  types 
were  about  to  meat  their  great  antitype,  and 
these  prophecies  their  divine  sulistanoe.  As 
they  were  ascending  to  theirfinal  and  subHioe 
repose,  they  were  met  by  the  Baptist,  who, 
heading  the  solemn  procession,  led  them  on  to 
Him  rf  whom  '  Moses  in  the  law  and  the 
prophets  did  write.'  John  found  them,  as  it 
were  Klimmerinc  in  the  sooketfl  of  temple 
J,  and  merged  aU  their  lightain  the  b'— 


10  Rising  S 
imering  vc 
ing  the  aim 


a  an  ineirinEiiH*'""'^  i^i«*iD 
.    He  heard  their  feeble  and 


.oh^traJzio" 


and 


QoBpol.     Then  all  things  began  to  assume  a 
new  position,  to  present  a  new  aspect,      d 
ainganewaone.    It  waa  new  to  shpd       m  re 
the  blood  0 


,  only  0 


I  alta 


the  Bible,' 


c  groops,  as  111   mo      ™uu..l=...=  ... 

lible,"  but  by  his  biographic  portraiti 

Here  we  have  a  really  tine  miniature 

of  Dr  Fletcher— a  miniature  it  needs  must 
be,  from  the  small  space  (some  aixty  pages 
12mo)  allotted  to  work  in  ;  bnt  it  is  a  mi- 
niatnre  full  of  characteristic  feature — ot 
life-like  touches— most  lovingly,  yet  not 
(00  warmly  coloured,  and  all  inlaid  on  a 
rich  ground  of  sacred  troth,  like  the  faces 
of  saints  in  old  Chriatian  pictures,  inlaid 
«n  a  ground  of  gold.  , 

The  companion  picture  from  the  Scrip- 
twtt  (for  the  custom  of  having  a  twin' 


„  _' the  "church— it  was       w  lo  hea 

no  more  the  voice  of  holy  seers  p  ed  t  ~ 
comii^  Bhilob-it  was  new  to  be  sa  ■ 
faith,  and  not  by  hope,  by  looking  ba  k, 
-"t  forward,  to  the  Messiahs  d  t 
ilh— it  was  new  to  be  no  longer     pec 
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pjup.n,  > '  have  Je- 

mated — and  it  was  new 
shipped,  neither  in  Geri 


veJh       1 
or  J  rusal 


Ig 
truth 


woundupwhentheBenewtbingaw  lea  ly 
presented  lo  the  faith  and  obedience  of  man- 
idnd.  Yon  have  seen  the  narrow  isthmus  or 
neck  d1  land  that  connects  some  penmaula 
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trilli  ft  grekt  coDtiufot — or  joa  Lave  seen 
■ome  stately  bridge  spauoing  •  vast  abjss, 
and  linking  together  ti*o  opposite  shores  i  in 
position  fllood  the  B""'"''- '--*-"--  '-"-- 
f— ^.  snd  thn  future — hi 
then 

dlBappearK—l^e  Isthmus  is  absorbed  Ic 
land— ILe  bridge  sinks,  and  Che  separated  be- 
ooms  one.  John  dies,  and  Jesus  livee.  Pre- 
paratory ecunomiea  are  dissolved,  and  tha 
great  spiritual  fabric  of  the  Church  slowly 
but  sublimely  rises  into  view.  ...  He  was  a 
at«m  and  un compromising  moral  reformer. 
He  found  the  men  of  that  age  to  be  no  better 
than  a  geneistion  of  vipers.  ...  He  eeized 
everyone  of  tbem  by  the  throat,  and  cast  them 

rible  dispensation.  No  wonder,  then,  that, 
short  though  it  was,  his  miaistry  soon  made 
itself  felt  over  Judea,  and  that  the  cheeks  of 


knell  0 


to  the  d 


ts  of  the  dying  law — the  priests  of 
Hm  old  altars — were  even  overtuken  by  the 
Bupematunil  darkness,  and  all  bad  been  well 
if  they  had  only  gone  to  the  Bapdst,  saying, 
'  Give  ns  of  your  oil,  for  onr  lamps  are  gone 
out  s'  but  this  vfas  their  condemiiBtion, '  they 
loved  Uie  darkness  ralher  than  tbe  light,  he- 
c»nBe  their  deeds  were  eviL' ' 

The  text  of  "  Altw  Light"  does  not, 
like  that  of  its  precursor,  "  Altar  Ciold," 
arrest  us  with  n  sudden  fluh  and  revela- 
tion of  a  hidden  meaning,  not  before  per- 
ceived; as  that  text— "Worthy  is  tha 
Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  ncAcj" — i) 
Eud  at  its  announcement  to  have  done  by 
the  great  andiance,  lay  and  clerical,  aseeni' 
bled  to  hear  the  famons  miisionBir  sermon, 
— so  sounding  a  bold  key-note  at  its  outset, 
and  half  preaching  the  sermon  or  ever  it 

In  fact,  Dr  Macfarlane's  sympathy  with 
such  a  character  as  John  the  Baptist,  and 
therefore,  too,  bis  comprehension  of  siicb 
a  character  through  sympathy  with  it,  are 
far  greater  and  more  genuine  than  Dr 
Fletcher's  own  were  ever  likely  to  have 
been.  So,  every  here  and  there  we  have 
incipient  oatbarsts  of  impassioned  zeal 
against  the  modern  school  of  negative 
theology,  lite  gUmpses  of  the  leathern 
girdle  ft'om  underneath  the  mourner's 
weeds.  They  do  not  spoil  the  composition 
in  the  least,  but  ratherlmpan  a  pecaliarly 
rich  flavour  to  it,  as  "  wild  honey ;" — these 
fine  half- suppressed  outbursts  of  indignant 
seal  for  truth  reminding  us  of  Luther's 
characteristic  one  at  the  funeral  service 
for  his  little  daughter  Magdalene,  agunst 
"  that  still  existing  scandalous  outrage  of 
the  mass." 

When  Dr  Macfitilane  visits  London,  as 
he  cannot  do  too  frequently,  he  feels  that 
he  is  set  for  the  defence  of  the  Ooipel.  So, 
even  in  painting  tbe  likeness  depicting  his 


departed  friend  and  father,  he  paints,  like 
(he  old  Bysaniine  painters,  on  a  tkieldi 
and  if  the  ground,  as  aforesaid,  be  gold, 
no  danger,  we  should  say,  in  his  hands 
of  its  uecoming  reduced,  as  the  gold 
ground  did  become  in  theirs,  into  a  mere 
ntaius,  or  halo  rotind  the  forehead  of  tbe 

It  is  not  meant  nor  attempted  in  the 
discourse  to  run  a  parallel  between  that 
stem  preaching  hermit  of  the  desert,  and 
this  good,  genial,  social  pastor  of  Finsbury, 
' — between  that  thunderer  of  Bethabara 
and  this  teacher  of  babes,— between  that 
yoDlhful  martyr,  dying  in  the  lonely  priaoD 
beneath  tbe  stroke  of  the  headsman^  axe, 
and  this  aged  minister,  dying  among 
friends,  in  tbe  sonnd  of  the  Sabbath  morn- 
ing bells.  Though  truly  there  are  points, 
too,  of  resemblance,  if  one  shonld  go  to 
seek  them,  in  the  fidelity  of  each  to  the 
"  greater  than  he," — in  his  willingness  to  be 
as  "  no  man,"  bat  only  as  the  voice  of  one, 
or  finger  of  one,  pointing  to  "  the  Lamb 
of  God," — his  humble  wiUiiigneas  to  stand 
aside  ont  of  sight,  and  bare  his  "joy  ful- 
filled" in  hearing  tbe  Bridegroom's  own 
voice  talking  with  the  bride ;  then  also  in 
tbe  nnnmaf  popularity  of  both,  and  in 
their  loneliness  too,  perhaps — in  tbe  wil- 
derness of  Jordan's  sands  or  London 
streets.  NevsTtheless,  thev  belong  toqnitrf 
different  types  of  man — ihe  one  to  a  nar- 
rower, the  other,  though  on  a  much  in- 
ferior grade,  to  a  broader  scbool. 

There  seems  to  be  no  direct  road  by 
parallel  linos  from  Cesarea  to  Finsbnry, 
nor  from  the  banks  of  the  Jordan  to  the 
Bridge  of  'Teith.  Nor  does  Dr  Macfarlane 
seek  to  cut  one.  if  comparison  were 
needed,  be  would  rather  have  likened  htm 
to  "  EDCh  an  one  as  Fatil  the  aged,"  or 
Simon  the  "feeder  of  tbe  lambs,"  or  John, 
that  other  John,  the  loved  and  lover  of  the 
*'  little  children,"  and  seeming  tarrier  till 
Christ  came.  And  so  in  the  sequel,  the  al- 
lusion to  tbe  Baptist  having  served  its  pur- 
pose admirably,  is  abmplly  dropped  j  and, 
for  the  rest,  through  the  description  of  a 
ministry  that  carried  with  it  a  special  face 
of  sweetness  and  a  special  benediction  to 
the  yoang,  we  come  rather  into  tbe  pre- 
sence of  that  "  Mightier  tban  be,"  who 
"  feeds  His  flock  like  a  Shepherd,  and 
gathers  tbe  lamhs  in  His  arms." 

The  Life  Suiry  of  more  than  threetcore 

fears  and  ten,  Dr  Macfarlane  has  briefly 
Hi  most  graphically  told.  It  has  enabled 
US  to  correct  and  complete  our  own  idea 
of  Dr  Fletcher,  which  had  hitherto  been 
aomewhal  dim  and  broken ;— only  that 
we  remember  distinctly  enough,  from 
childhood,  having  run  a  gleeful  race,  with 
greater  lest  tban  ever  we  chased  hotter- 
flies  or  rabbits,  among  tbe  pntteriog  of 
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tana  tbonund  otlier  tin;  Teet  *1(HiJtn  the  u  ctct  BHembled  beoMtb  this  (Finibnrf 

iireel  (the  church  haidDg  been  found,  ai  Chapel)  roof." 

nm>],  too  iiDaU  for  ihe  aaiembliag  modi-  "Thejoangpaitorof  Teith,  withnatelf 

cace],  to  irbere,  ouUide  the  town,  on  a  form,   bushj  ^Ten   loclu,  keen  eje  and 

green  summer  hill-side,  in  the  golden  tnn-  fnll-toned  voice,"  shepberding  the  lambt 

let,  a  Tenerahle  man,  ai  theti  he  seemed  on  the  green  knolls  beside  the  waters,  in 

to  ut,  vas  diaeonning  from  a  tent,  and  a  the  tame  with  that  ■■  old  man  eloquent  in 

tnlpit  Bible  opened  at  the  middle  before  Finsbnrj,  with  bending  figure,  auge  look, 

im,  on  other  renerable  men  and   their  and  tremulous  voice,  and  with  thousands 

teuu,  and   shepherdesses,   Rebecca   and  of  Sabbath-echool  children    drinking    in 

Bacbel  watering  their  white  flocks  at  the  streams   of   hearenlT  wisdom    from    hia 

well,  by  wBj  of  guiding  tu — as  we  were  lips ; "  and  it  is  well  said  by  Dr  Macfar- 

Ihen  too  joung  perhaps,  or  too  naugbtj  lane,  that  bis  Iotb  to  children  can  haTO 


ne,   exactly  to  understand  ~  to     been  no  flifnl  onlbtmt  or  desperad 
ells  of  salTHtion   mentioned  in     (throw  ?)    for    popuiaKtj,    since. 
And  only  once  again  we  saw     uniting  key-tone,  it  bound  together  thoa 


tim— just  a  year  since,  on  the  platform  of    first  and  last  eflbtts,  through  a  period  of 
s  London  meeting  ;    and  aa  he  rose  to     fifty  yeara,  on  to  one  CMnnlete  Halm  of 


a  princely 


lUnda  a  princely  man,"  and  as  be  went  on  He  ia  translated  to   London   in    I8II, 

ipeaktnz,  obaerred  that  bis  eloquence  bad  throagfa   tbe  invitation   of  discemera   of 

more  of  Ciceronian  pomp   and   elegance  pulpit  talent  in  the  metropolis,  and   the 
tban of  Demostbenic  Src                              '   overruling  decision  of  Ihe   Synod',    and 

Bni   we   revert    upon    the    biographic  while  thoae    "children  of  the  park"  at 

sketch  before   us.      Bora    in   the    green  Teiih  are   growing,  in  their  rural  qnlct, 

month  of  April,    17S7,    in    his    father's  li)lo  f^andfatbers  and   grandmothers,   he 

mania  at  the  romantic  Bridge  of  Teith,  steadily  evermore,  through  the   stir  and 

doublj  educated   in   bis  letters  and  the  din  of  that  great  Babel,  London,  is  bold- 

Mteehitm  in-doors,  and  in  love  for  the  ing  on  hia  way  to  the  highest  place*  of 

beauliei  of  nature  through  boyish  ramblea  popularity  and  real  auccess ;  chapela,  ovcr- 

'~iuile,hi>  joQDglife — not,  perhaps,  of  the  flowing  with  bia  audiences,  have  to  c' 


higlieit  Older,  yet  broad,  healthful,   and  place   to  roomier  ones,   till   at  length — 

tnnny— develops   und^    favourable    ia-  tbraaRh  triumphs  thai  are  told,  and  some 

flueacea,  tad  yields  rich  promise  for  tbo  troubles  that  are  not  told  to  the  swarming 

takiiOj,   to    whicb,    from    the    flrat,    it  adherents  aettled    down   around   him  in 

(cemedto  be  ordained.    It  ia  some  three  Finabnry,^his  name  gets  known  to  the' 

nilei   to   Donhlane,  —  where    bis   uncte  aobarbs,  and  through  tbe  proviocea;  and 

Gilfillsn  (the    gifted)    may  walk    across  when,  from  time   to  time,  be  visits   the 

Mmelimes,  to  help  bia  father  to  indoc-  north,  the  largest  churchea  are  found  too 

trinate  him  deeper  in  the  "Marrow,"  it  small.      So    late    aa    Febmary   last,    ho 

ii  eigbt  miles  to  Stirling,  to  whicb  be  can  preached    to    8000    children    in   Surrej' 

■Imost  run  to    grammar   school    in   tbe  Chapel — Ihe  same  in  whicb  his  misaion  to 

Qsming,  and  home  again  at  night;   it  ia  the    London    children^  was    inangarated 

tvEDty-five  more  to  Glasgow,  where  he  half  a  century  ago.     A^d  beneath   and 

E<>ei  to  college;  and  we  cannot  say  ex-  behind  all  this,  he  ia  a  man  that  walks 

Wly  how  many  more  to  Selkirk,  where,  with  Qod,  and  that  goea  Bighing  "for  a 

1 "  Ihe  ctasaic  banks  of  the  Ettrick,"  Dr  closer  walk  with  God,  —most  amiable  in 

Waan,   "the  Christian  Socrates,"  com-  private  life,  and  with  a  hand  and  heart 

PIttM  the  education  in  theology  of  the  ever  open  to  the  needy.    And  ao  we  And 

lonng  Apolios.    And  already,  ot  the  early  him  compiling  "  Family  Devotions  for  the 

^  of  twentv,  we  find  him  co-pastor  at  Household,  and  Closet  Devotions  for  the 

Bridge  of  Teith,  serving  aa  a  aon  with  hia  Young," —  planning    Skye-boat   achemes, 

lov  iged  father,  and  by  hia  eitraordlnary  visiting  Newgate  felona,  eloquent  on  inis- 

pvpDtu'ity  in  the  dietnct,  imperilling  the  sionary  platforms,  and  so  oo—full  of  life 

Iniib  of  the  proverb,  that  "a  prophet  is  and  labour — on  to  that  30th  of  September, 

■otwithont  honour  save  in  his  own  conn-  and  the  ringing  of  the  Sabbath  moroing 

It  and  in  bia  own  honae."  bells. 

The  old   meeting-house  at  Bridge  of        "Dr  Fletcher's  studies  of  'the  great 

^lli  was  none  of  tbe  largest,  "  bnt  there  mystery   of   godlineas'   were    proaecuted 

'"beautiful  park  immediately  adjoining,  amid  tbe  supernatural  phenomenon   and 

*luilier  be  lea  the  little  onea,  and  there,  darkness  of  the  ninth  bonr.    In  no  other 

■ll  nngcd  up  on  the  greensward,  beneath  war  can  we  account  for  his  fifty  years  of 

'ticblnc  iky  and  beside^not  the  atill,  but  nnbTokea   and    nndiminiahed    ardour  in 

Jbegtirglingwatersoftheadjacent  stream,  preaching  the  Gospel.    The  whole  'placa 

^  oFun  aiMressed  as  large  congregations  called  Culvary '  was  to  him  one  apaciotu 
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library,  tba  books  of  nhich  were  ranged 
bU  arannd  in  the  renc  rocks,  the  opened 
gtarea,  the  frowning  ekiee,  the  rendinf; 
earthquskea,  end  the  Eolemn  voiues  that 
eame  down  from  the  dyins  Victim  there; 
these  to  him  were  no  Sibylline  books,  con- 
taining only  the  fates  of  liome  und  the 
Ccesare,  but  the  gres.!  archives  of  Chris- 
tianity, big  nith  the  destinies  of  the 
Church  of  Ood.  His  teacher  in  this 
theotogj  was  the  dying  Saviour  Himself." 

It  seems  almoeC  a  pity  chat  such  a  life, 
thai  bulked  so  large  in  tho  public  eye, 
should  be  shut  down  al  last  in  the  Email 
compass  of  a  funeral  discourse,  and  find 
no  more  extended  memoir.  But  Dr  Muc- 
farlane  has  dealt  kindly  and  traly  with  the 
dead ;  and  this  evergreen  he  has  planted 
on  the  grave,  watered  with  tears,  will  not 
Hither.  And  Dr  Fletcher  has  other  record 
of  his  life  and  labours  engraven  on  the 
imperishable  tablets  of  the  hearts  of  thou- 
sands,  that  have  (especially  in  childhood) 
profited  by  his  ministry,  It  is  believed, 
too,  that  when  those  London  bells  ceased 
ringing  on  that  Sabbath  muming,  all  the 
bells  of  another  city  rang  again,  as  a  re- 
turning pilgrim  dropping  from  the  dark 
river,  and  escorted  by  the  shining  ones, 
"  entered  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord.  Even 
the  beautiful  picture  in  the  memoir  (p.  59) 
of  these  crowding  sweet  young  faces  clus- 
tering over  tho  crystal  battlements  to  see 
him  as  he  enters  may  be  no  mere  fancy. 
And  if  so,  snch  a  one,  we  should  say,  can 
afford  to  be  forgotten  with  the  dead,  and 
even  to  have  his  meinoiy  ciushed  and 
trampled  down  by  the  thousand  hurrying 
feet  of  candidates  for  fame.  For  even  in 
the  grave  he  is  only  stooping  down  out  of 
Onr  sight,  to  bind  more  firmly  the  sandal- 
ties  of  One  who  is  travelling  in  the  great- 
ness of  His  strength  toward  the  resurrec- 
tion of  His  dead,  and  who  on  that  day  will 
be  sure  to  remember  him.  "  To  noble  be- 
lievers," quaintly  says  Sir  Thomas  Brown, 
"it  is  all  one  lo  be  in  St  Innoce  nt's  church- 
yard as  in  the  sandsofEgppt ;  ready  to  he 
Buytbing,  in  the  ecstasy  of  being  ever  ; 
and  as  content  with  six  feet,  as  with  the 
Holes  of  Adrianus." 

As  for  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is 
executed,  it  is  enough  lo  say  that  it  is  Dr 
Macfarlane's.  His  works,  by  their  intrin- 
sic excellence,  and  by  that  widespread  ran 
of  popularity  which  ihey  invariably  com- 
mand, place  themselves  quite  beyond  the 
range  of  our  ephemeral  criticism.  We  have 
been  told  that  he  is  at  present  engaged  upon 
a  life  of  Dr  Lawson  -,  and,  if  so,  we  shall 
watch  with  hope  for  its  coming,  while  his 
fame  as  ananthor  is  too  firmly  established, 
to  prevent  ns  from  adding,  that  we  shall 
hail  it  with  ihankfulnees  and  delight  when 


Ullnbargh :  T.  Ne1»n  and  Sona 
We  heartily  commend  this  elegant  book 
to  the  favourable  notice  of  our  readers, 
especially  our  female  readers.  We  should 
like  to  see  it  peeping  from  their  work- 
baskets,  in  place,  it  may  be,  of  the  novel  or 
newspaper. 

The  book  is  written  by  the  danghter  ot 
an  Episcopalian  clergyman,  who,  with  all 
her  natoral  leaning  to  the  church  of  her 
fathers,  is  wise  to  believe,  "  that,  while  on 
earth,  the  strength  of  Christ's  Church  con- 
sists in  unity,  not  in  visible  uniformity  ;  Yet 
in  the  fonndaiions  of  our  faith  we  are  one, 
and  we  are  built  upon  them,  an  '  holy  tem- 
ple in  the  Lord.'"  Written  in  this  catholic 
spirit,  there  are  annmber  of  essays  on  de- 
tached subjects  relating  to  Chrietian  life 
and  experience,  in  which  we  cannot  say 
that  there  is  anything  new  or  startling,  or 
original ;  but  there  is  a  Ime  feminine  grace 
and  charm  tfaronghont,  and  the  anlborese 
may  claim  the  high  merit  of  givinginterest 
and  freshness  to  her  well  worn  and  familiar 
themes.  All  the  essays  are  good,  "bnt  we 
may  specify  "The  Eldest  Daughter,"  "Tha 
Discipline  of  Sorrow,"  and  the  last,  en- 
titled "Be  Practical,"  as  particularly  ex.- 
cellent. 

We  cannot  give  estracts,  and  shall  only 
string  together  a  few  elegancies  of  expres- 
sion ;  which,  however,  receiie  but  scant 
justice  in  being  broken  away  from  the  Con- 
text, in  which  they  are  well  set: — 

"There  are  many  mental  test-acls  by 
which  others  are  tried  and  nnsparingly 
condemned,  if  they  do  not  Conform  irk  all 
things  to  one  rigid  standard"  fp.  45). 

"The  commandments  of  God  are  not 
grievous  unto  us,  rather  are  they  a  law  of 
liberty  which  we  are  constrained  to  keep 
by  the  strong  motive  power  of  love  to  Him 
who  has  inspired  it"  (p.  72). 

"No  mora  can  the  plant  live  withooi 
moisture  than  the  soul  can  live  without 
praver.  It  ranst  be  watered  daily,  hoiirly, 
or  its  heavenly  life  will  die"  (p.  81). 

"This  same  much  slandered  world  is 
kinder  than  we  think  it  is,  and  never  yet 
lefl  a  single  heart  to  pine  neglected  except 
byits  own  choice.  Itwill  be  to  us  exactly 
what  we  choose  to  make  it"  (p.  164). 

"  Religion  does  not  change  (obliterate  ?) 
natural  character,  thoagh  it  must  modify 
it.  Tho  rays  of  the  Snn  of  Bighleousnesa 
take  a  colonring  from  the  medium  through 
which  they  pass,  even  as  the  light  when  ii 
pours  through  the  varied  panes  of  Et>i]te 
stained  window"  (p.  184), 

"Of  one  thing  yon  may  be  assured,  that 
whatever  you  think  yon  might  have  dtine, 
supposing  lAis  and  supposing  thai,  would, 
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if  ill  Ibese  Bnpposilioiii  became  reility,  be  two-thirds  of  the  popnlation,  but  tn  wealth 

»sgiii«lrleftundonea3itienow"(p.  191).  and  inLellect  far  anperior)  enjoj  no  privi- 

"Poetry,   whan   good,    actB  npon   the  iegea  abova  the  Caiholic  citiiens  besidea 

■nental  senaalioni  very  much  at  a  clear,  those  of  acquired  ri);h(H,  all  communities 

fresli,  west  wind  doe*  upon  the  physical,  heing  eqnai  before  the  law  ;  and  (bey  do 

It  brightens,  elevates,  and  inviaorates^  not  regret  Iheir  former  supremacy  when 

braces  DS  to  bear  the  wear  and  tear  of  there  was  aChurch  ofthe  State.    Thelsal 

life,  and  helps  ua  to  rise  aboTB  ita  minor  Tcstigea  of  Erasiiatiism  may  Tsnish  ;   the 

lronbleB"{p.  201).  religion  of  the  cross  wanted  no  patronage 

"Tour  work  may  appear  pf  little  im-  of  the  crown  ;  Protestantism  wantsnothirg 

panuee  now,  but  yon  cannot  tell  to  what  but  the  great  air  of  liberty  to  bear  bloEsoms 

itmijgrow.    Yon  may  not  be  able  to  see  and  frails.     The  number  of  Catholics  leav- 

tiiilMd,  bat  there  will  always  be  a  clear  ing  the  Romish  Church  in  Holland  far  ex- 

liglil  npon  the  next  »tep,  and  that  is  all  cecda  that  deserting  our  failh,"  etc 

JOB  can  require.    Many  a  one,  at  the  com-  The  Rev.   W.   Fraaer,  PaislBy,   states, 

mencement  of  a  noble  career,  did  no  more  with  reference  to  the  Privy  Council  grams 

thin  perform  the  doty  which 'lay  neatest  for   education  (p,  257):— "The  indiscri- 

him,  without  the    smallest  idea  that  it  minale  endowment  of  al!  religious  belieff, 

would  open  ont  the  way  for  a  wide  career  true,  false,  and  laixed,  is  fundamentally 

of  iseftilnesa"  (p.  SO-1).  and  essenciallv  a  great  political  mistake," 

_,  etc.    And  the   Eev.   W.  Miller  of  Mel- 

r^^^^^r  OF  TKB  Scottish  Re^k-  '•"^^  "r  ■"/P:.-"?2,;;r'^Ml''lf^TilT 

■1T.ON.    Edited  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Wilib,  V^'^™  "f  ^''f  jT      ■  if.f  °  vv,«,u  " 

Ty  I,                      ■'  mentu  had  done  great  miacmef  m  Victoria. 

^"-  The  whole  is  prefaced  by  Dr  Guthrie's 

Edtabnrgh:  John M«l»r.n.  j^^^^n  „„  ..Qo^f,  rj-^j^  ^„j  jjj,^,,  j.^^^. 

It  has  been  asked.  What  has  the  Auguil  ioia,"  which  needs  no  praise. 

loration  at  Edinburgh  of  the  Be-  

u  done  ?      There   are  plenty  of  .j.^^  f,^^^^  ^i-  Edinbuboh.    Bv  John 

.^=™..   we   daresay,   besides;    but  our  Heiton,  Esq.  of  Barnick  Tower;  author 

Msww  «^  that  if  It  had  done  nwhmg  else  ^f  „  o,j   ^j„,j   ^^d   Young  World." 

r^'^.""'  Y°     "l"-.,      have  done  Third  Edition.    Much  enlarged, 

eoonrt.   The  volume,  besides  oontaming  ^„         ,.    „  „  „,           „,„ 

a  foil  uconut  of  all  the  proceedings,  gives  Edinburgh  -.  W.  P.  Nimma    ISfiO. 

siso  the  papers  that  were  read  on  the  oc-  Iti  the  added  chapters  to  this  third  edition 

casioD.    Some  of  these,  when  they  related  of  Mr  Hei ton's  cleverly  written  book,  we 

to  tbe  discuESion,  are  prioted  as  part  of  the  recognise,  to  some  extent,  an  added  value, 

diicnssioD.    The  rest  are  arranged  under  not  in  bulk  only,  but  also  in  quality.    The 

a  sepsrate  division,  and  form  the  flrsi  por-  chapter  devoted  to  "  The  Minute  Philoso- 

lion  of  the  volume.  phers"  is  exceedingly  able;  and  althongh 

There  is  th as  given  a  great  mass  of  most  there  isone  phrase  in  itwhich  we  coald  have 

nsefnt  and  interesting  knowledge  which  wished  absent,  it  renders  important  service 

we  cannot  here  review.    Bnt,  in  token  of  both  to  religion  and  morality  by  its  severe 

Ihe  great  skill  with  which  ilia  book  has  castigation  of  the  materialistic  school  of 

beenedited,  we  must  observe  the  fact,  that,  talkers,  whether  they  call  themselves  phi- 

unanating  as  it  does  from  many  indepen-  losophers  or  divines.    The  sort  of  class 

dent  authors,  there  is  no  repetition  nor  whom  Mr  Heiton  holds  under  his  scalping- 

'Ecbosity ;  and  the  papers  are  so  written,  knife,  to  use  a  Dolphlnton  phrase,  may  be 

or,  thanks  to  the  editor,  so  arranged,  as  to  gathered  from  the  following  extract  (p. 

giie  a  logical  and  almost  eihaostive  treat-  88) :—"  We  thus  get  alittle  insight  into  the 

mentof  the  subject.   It  would  be  invidious,  peculiar  form  of  mind  possessed  by  these 

where  so  mnch  is  good,  to  particularize  any  gentlemen.    They  have  only  one  God  in  a 

special  excellence ;  but  courtesy  will  justify  kind  of  duality — dead  matter  and  organized 

an  individual  mention  of  Dr  Alexander's  tissue.    What  we  call   mind  is  just  the 

piper  on  the  Culdees,  and  Mr  Dodds  of  tissue  of  the  brain.     If  yon  don't  have  a 

London's  speech,  delivered  to  the  general  tittle    clot    of   brain    representing    some 

meeting  at  its  sitting  on  17th  August,  as,  facolly,  the  things  recognisable   by  that 

in  tiieir  respective  kinds,  perfect,  facnlty  have  no  existence.    You  may  have 

Sa  extract  would  give  an  idea  of  this  an  ounce  of  religion  in  an  ounce  of  brain, 

work.  We  shall  quote  two  passages,  which  or  yon  may  have  half  an  ounce,  or  jou  may 

Ixve  an  interest  to  our  reader*,  as  testi-  have  none  at  all.    Tissue  is  everything — 

monies  to  facts  of  some  importance.    The  not  that  it  contains  the  spirit,  but  that  it 

Bev.M.  Cohen  Stoart,  of  Utrecht  (p.  245),  w  the  spirit.    If  you  ask  how  this  piece  of 

olMerves  of  HoUaod: —  cerebral  tissue  can  perceive  things  ont  of 

"The  Protestants   (embracing    nearly  it,  the  answer  is,  Chat  it  is  its  qnalltj  so  to 
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do,  and  there'i  »n  end  on'L  It  ia  jnst  m» 
strange  that  a  i)iece  of  magneliied  iron 
ean  act  where  it  U  not." 

With  regard  to  the  supposed  b«ad  of 
this  fchoii,  Mr  Beiton  observes :—"  In- 
dead,  now,  when  the  phrenological  Solon 
U  dead,  it  is  danbtrul  if  they  have  a  head 
at  all,  nolesB  a  certain  reverend  doctor 
shall  take  the  honour,  for,  as  regards  the 
»nthorofthe  Vestiges,  who  wonld  have  the 
best  right,  he  will  not  show  himself  on  any 
acconnt."  The  satire  of  the  whole  chapter 
i»  remarkably  subtle  and  pungent,  and 
places  in  a  deserTedly  contemptible  light 
the  mimicry  of  philosophy  which  small 
medical  atndents,  affecting  to  be  great  and 
ripe-yeared  professors,  both  secnlar  and 
lacred,  affecting  to  be  greater,  have  not 
hesitated  to  promnlgale  in  these  times. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  speak  so  favonr- 
ably  of  the  chapter  on  "Female  Philoso- 
phers." The  tone  in  which  the  author 
refers  to  ladies  thronghoat  the  chapter  is 
decidedly  objectionable:  while  bis  refer- 
ences to  a  late  distinguished  Christian 
philosopher  (too  soon,  alas,  taken  from  ns), 
Profeaaor  George  Wilson,  are  still  more 
so,  ani  are  such  as  will  meet  with  no 
sympathy  oa  the  part  of  the  public. 
Manj  new  anecdotes  have  been  added  to 
this  edition,  as  well  as  four  or  Ave  more 
"  Castes."  There  arc  also  some  good 
specimens  of  individual  portraiture  at  the 
end  of  the  volume,  including  the  names  of 
Robert  Forsyth,  X.ord  Cockburn,  Lord 
Robertson,  and  Charles  Kirkepatarick 
Sharpe,  the  last  named  an  eccentric  aris- 
tocrat of  no  small  pretensions  as  an  ama- 
teur artist,  archieologist,  etc.,  and  who  used 
to  be  frequently  met  with  in  the  studios  of 
oar  more  eminent  painters,  paittcnlarly 
in  that  of  the  late  David  Scott,  of  whose 
rare  genius  and  wondarful  power  he  had 
the  highest  admiration.  The  volume  is 
tastefully  got  up,  and  reflects  credit  on  the 
publishers. 

Tbb  Fabtob  of  Eilbith;  or,  Memorials 
of  the  Life  and  Times  of  the  Hev,  W. 
H.  Burns,  D.D.  By  the  Key.  l8i.Ar 
BrmHB,  Dundee. 

T.  NelaoD  and  Sotu,  London.  Edinbargb,  sad 
New  York.  1880. 
Wb  have  already  prepared  our  readers,  by 
a  lengthened  extract  in  our  last  number, 
to  judge  well  of  this  book.  The  extract 
to  which  we  refer,  while  giving  some  idea 
of  the  style  and  manner  of  the  author,  was 
by  no  means  the  most  interesting  chapter 
in  the  work.  That  work,  taken  aa  a  whole, 
is  one  of  the  most  interesting  biographies 
which  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time.  The 
subject  of  it  was  a  man  of  mark  in  his  day. 
He  was  honoured  to  be  the  main  instru- 
ment of  a  great  religions  movement  in  the 


west  of  Scotland;  and  his  history  i>  that 
of  a  most  devoted,  prayerful,  and  persercr- 
ing  minister  of  Christ.  But  the  book  has 
an  interest  in  addition  to  thia.  It  ia  not 
only  a  biography  of  Di  Burns,  hut  it  is 
truly  a  memorial  of  his  times,  bringing  be- 
fore us  in  viiid  outline,  and  ofien  in  minute 
detail,  the  leading  events  and  cbanuiters 
connected  with  that  important  transition 
period  in  th.e  Church  of  Scotland,  wrlien 
moderatism  was  beginhing  to  give  way  to 
the  bntning  BamesineM  of  anch  niea  as 
Gillies,  BMfour,  Johnston,  and  others, 
who  sowed  the  seed  of  evangelicism  in  tbo 
National  Church,— the  seed  which  ripened 
into  a  harvest  under  snch  men  as  Andrew 
Thomson,  Henry  Qrey,  Robert  Gkirdon, 
and  Thomas  Chalmers.  We  bare  had 
records  of  the  first  period  referred  to  Trom 
the  "moderate"  standpoint,  rtcenlly  pub- 
lished in 'the  Autobiography  of  Dr  Carlyle; 
here  we  have  the  same  from  the  evangelical 
standpoint;  and  we  feel  as  if  there  were 
all  the  difference  between  the  two  of 
summer  and  winter.  We  feel  urgently 
called  upon  to  recommend  thia  book.  It 
ia  elegantly,  even  beaulifullv,  written.  It 
is  the  record  of  a  great  and  a  good  man, 
ia  connection  with  a  deeply  inlerestini; 
portion  of  our  religions  history;  and  it 
conttuns  a  vast  fond  of  amusing  incident 
and  anecdote,  throwing  light  upon  tbe 
peculiar  manners  of  the  time  now  fast 
fading  from  the  view,  and  placing  before 
us  most  of  its  remarkable  persoDsges,  espe- 
cially ia  the  ecclesiastical  world,  in  a 
manner  moat  vivid  and  memorable  ; — ^tke 
whole  constituling  a  record  of  the  past 
drawn  by  no  feeble  hand,  nnder  the  guid- 
ance of  a  Christianly  enlightened  and  piotia 

TsG  Reforsiatiok  aks  its  B[.EBBinoa ; 

A  Discourse  by  the  Rev.   Andrew  R. 

Somas,  Minister  of  the  First  Charge, 

Cauongale. 

Edlnbnrgh:  IC'PtaalL  ISSO. 
One  of  the  nnmeroas  sermons  illustrative 
of  the  benefits  of  the  Scottish  Reformation 
which  the  Tricentenary  year  has  drawn 
forth.  Mr  Bonar  enlarges  on  some  of  the 
m^n  evils  from  which  the  Reformation 
delivered  onr  country — ignorance,  super- 
stition, spiritual  tyranny,  false  doctrine, 
etc.;  and  then  proceeds  to  consider  how 
ifae  hand  of  Ood  was  visible  in  this  de- 
liverance. From  that  he  passes  to  a  rapid 
glance  at  tbe  special  blessings  which  have 
flowed  from  the  Reformation;  and  con- 
cludes a  clear  and  instructive  discourse 
with  a  reference  to  some  leasona  naturally 
deducihie  from  the  whole  subject.  The 
sermon  was  preached  by  Mr  Bonar  to  his 
own  congregation,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated 
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■  Snhliigiiirt.— ^nibi  ^nalnifKiiiii  i£littn|. 

PKBSBTTBSUi.  FBOOUUUIQB.  and  Tftjlor,  when  the  moderator,  in  a  feir 
words,  Buforcadthe  importiuice  of  penocal, 

Aberdeen.— A.  meeting  of  thin  prubrteiy  itidiTidDal  religion,  praise  wu  again  offered 

*ashe1donTi]eida}'tbe4tliNoT.la«t,mtbe  up,  and  after prsTcribe  meeting  broke  op. 

sasaian-boosa  of  St  Sicholai  Loae  Chnreh  — The  pretbvtery  asain  met  on  Tueadaj', 

— Mr  Dickie,  moderator.    Attbia  moeting,  Ilth  Decamber — Mr   Dickis,  moderalor. 

a  ouruber  of  the  eldisri  were  preaent  bf  Soma  coDTeraation  panted  relatire  to  the 

invitMion,  and  joined  the  preabjterf  in  a  Sjnad'sappointment  ofSOthDecembei  for 

conferencB  on  tba  religioui  moTements  of  the  celebration  of  the  I^icentenary  of  Iba 

the  dar.    After  conference,  a  committee  Beformation,  whicb  day  happens  to  be  the 

wa)  appointed  to  embody  the  snggealiona  mone^-term  in  this  city  and  district,  thai 

tbronn  oat,  which  had.  met  with  general  occasioning  some  difflcnlCj  in  the  waj  of 

foncnrrcnee,  and  to  report  the  same  in  a  complying  with  the   injunction — the  dif- 

diiDci  and  practical  form  to  the  presbytery  flcnlty  being  foand  to  exist  chiefly  in  the 

ai  iia  Dent  meeting,  with  a  riew  to  the  town.    It  wm  agreedtbalannitedraeeiing 

'" '""'in  of  the  document  lo  framed  to  for  derotional  exercisea  should  he  held  by 


all  the  congregationa  within  the  bonnds.  members  of  these  congregation  a  ii 

Elders,  not  members,  will  also  be  invited  lotte  Street  cbnrch,  on  that  da;,  at  a  rji., 

to  next  meeting,  to  bear  the  committee  themoderatoroftbepresbyterypresiiiing— 

repon  for  their   approral   and  sanction,  the  presbytei;  leaving  sessions  to  adopt 

The  presbyterj  then  proceeded  with  ordi-  what   other    arrangement    they   consider 

nary  businesB.   Mr  J.  H,  Cameron,  student  ttecessar;  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  object 

in  diiiniiy  of  the  second  year,  was  rcceiTed  desired.    The  committer  appointed  at  Jast 

by  tmnsfereuce  from   the  Presbytery  of  meeting,  relatiTB  to  the  lOTival  of  religion, 

Arbroath.    Mr  M'Artbar  reported  on  be-  ^ve  in  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be 

half  of  tbe  deputation  appoioted  to  risit  eircnlated  in  congregations,  and  a  standing 

(i^ige  Street  congrettatioo,  and  also  Bel-  committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  for 

mom  Street  congregation — Bev.  J.  S.Tay-  tbe  carrying  out  of  evangelical  operations 

loi,  Hucbeiiontown,  Qlosgow,   sjnodical  amongtheTarionscongregBCionecoanected 

depaiy,beingpresent on thalatteroccaiion.  with  Uie  presbytery.    Mr  Cameron,  etn- 

M'  KitcMs  reported  for  the  depntation  dent,  was  examined,  and  gave  an  account 

appointed  to  visit  8t  Paal  Street  congre-  ofbis  studies  at  the  Theological  Hall.    Mr 

galion.   The  reports  were  in  general  of  a  M' Arthur,  Tough,  introdneed  resolutions 

very  satisfactory  character.    The  presby-  bearing  on  tbe  examination  of  studenu; 

tery  next  resolved  to  recommend  to  kirk-  but  tbe  subject  was  postponed  till  next 

aessioDS  the  appointment  of  an  early  day  meeting,   which   was  appointed    to  take 

fonbanksgivingconaecledwiththeharvest.  place  on  tbe  Tne^da;  after  the  second 

Dr  Brown  was  appointed  Superintendent  Sabbath  of  Febmaij. 
of  University  Stndeots  during  the  present         Arbroath. — This  presbytery  met  on  the 

sesaiou.    Mr  H'Artbur  tabled  resolutions  4th  December,  for  the  ordination  of  Mr 

hearing  on  the  regulations  for  the  examin-  Bobert  Jobnstone,  in  S.  Orimsby  Street, 

ation  of  students.      The  presbytery  ad-  Arbroath.    In  adilion  to  the  members  of 

jonmed  to   meet  on   the  Tuesday   after  presbytery,  there  tvere  present,  Dr  Joseph 

ibc  second  Sabbath  of  December. — In  tbe  Brown,  from  the  Presbyteir  of  EdinbnrgDi 

erening  a  public  meeting,  for  the  pnipose  Dr  John  C.  Brown,  ^m  the  Presbyteiy  of 

o!  hearing   addresses  on   tbe  revival  of  Aberdeen ;  Sr  John  B.  Johnstone,  from 

religion,  was  held    in    Charlotte    Street  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  ;  and  Mr  Hngh 

Chnreh — the  moderator   presiding.    The  T.  Howat,  fromtbe  Presbytery  of  Dundee, 

clergymen  present  were — Bev.  Mr  Stirling,  Mr  A.  Campbell  preached  from  Mark  viti. 

Rev.  Dr  J.  C.  Brown,  Bev.  Mr  Ritchie,  18.    Mr  J.  P.  Millar,  moderator,  narraied 

Kev.  Mr  Bell,  Bev.  Mr  M'Arthur,  Bev.  tba  steps,  and  pnt  the  questions  of  the  for- 

Hr M'Kerrow,  Bev.  J.  S.  Taylor,  Qlasgow.  mula,  after  which  ho  offered  up  prayer; 

The  aodience  was  thin,  owing  to  tbe  state  nbcn  Mr  Johnstone  was  solemnly  set  apart, 

of  tbe  weather.    The  meeting  engaged  in  hj  the  laying  on  of  hands,  to  the  work  of 

praise  and  prayer.    The  nioderatoi  then  the  ministry,  and  to  tbe  pnetoral  charge  of 

tdverted  to  the  remarkable  religious  move-  that  congregation.    The  moderator  then 

ment  of  tbe  last  two  years,  and  the  desire  gave  the   charge  to  the  newiy  ordained 

felt  hy  the  presbytery  to  devise  practical  miaister,  and  Mr  A.  Anderson  addressed 

means  for  taking  advantage  of  the  existing  the  congregation.  There  is  great  cordiality 

■tate  of  feeling.    Praise  having  been  again  in  this  settlement;  and  Mr  Jobnstone  en- 

^fsged  in,  interesting  addresses  were  de-  ters  on  bis  labours  under  the  most  lavour- 

livcrol  by  the  Bev.  Messrs  Stirling,  Bell,  able  circumstances,  and  with  every  token 
XO.  I.,  VOL.  v.,  KKW  BEBiea — JANUABT  ISM. 
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of  eneonngemeDt.    Tb«  prMbyterj  fhen  expreiMd  their  iBteieat  in  ibe  oceasioi), 

reaomed,  when  aMtnmitteewMapptinte4  graatedtbo  pnycr  of  the  petitionee,  and 

to  rapeiintead  the  atndiea  of  Mr  Andrew  •ppointed  Cba  followiag  committee  to  ex- 

I>.  DacKt,  atndeiit  in  dlyinitj,  daring  the  stDiue    the    endidatM   uid   report : — Dr 

Teeeu.     A  reqaeA  having  been  presented  Tboinson  and   Mr  Unlajson,   ntiDistere, 

from  Mr  AirO,  Brechin,   for  preabycenal  and  Mesira  Dew»i  and   Begbie,   eldera. 

BBpplf  to  hia  pnljnt,  on  aeconut  of  a  tern-  The   Sjnod's  reeansiendation,   that    the 

porary  illneia,  it  irai  agreed  to  grant  the  lOth  inuaitt  ihonld  be  obierted  b;  all  the 

same,'  according  to  the  standing  rule  ap-  eongiegatioDB  of  the  Church  as  a  day  of 

plieable  to  inch  caaea.    Next  meeting  to  special  reljgiona  lerrieea,  in  commemora- 

take  place  at  Brechin,  on  Tneadaj  after  tion  of  the  Tricentenair  of  the  Keforma- 

the  drat  Sabbath  of  Febmarj.  tion,   was  read.     Mr  Benderaon,   elder, 

Edinhtirgh.—Tha    monthlr  meeting  of  deprecated  the  aathorilaiiTe  appointment 

this  rev.  body  waa  held  on  the  4th  altimo,  of  serricea  daring  the  daj,  as  canaing  an 

in  Upper  Queen  Street  Hall— Ber.  Dr  A,  nnneeemary  1o«b  to  working  people,  and 

Thomaoo,  moderator.    The  Bct.  T.  Kn-  moved  that  the  preabjtery  ahonld  recom- 

layaon  reported  that  the  first  United  Prea-  me^d  an  eTeDieg  iervice.      Mr  Wallace 

bfterian  congregation  of  Dnnbar,  on  the  and  Mr  Lalnfc  elders,  sappnrted  this  pro- 

SOth  oltirao,  had  given  a  call  in  favour  of  posal ;  bnt  after  some  diacnaaion,  it  waa 

Mr  W.  B.  W.  Fraser,  preacher  of  the  Gkia-  -  mled  to  be  incompetent— Sr  Teddie,  Hr 

eV  to  be  colleagDc  and  succeasor  to  the  Henderson,  and  otheri,  disaenting. 

IV.  Alexander  Jack,  pastor  of  that  eon-  Kelio. — Tbia  jireabjterr  Bet  on  the  27th 

■rrenation.      A  letter  was  read  from  the  nit. — the  Rev.  William  Barr,  Bioderator ; 

Alexander    Sclandera,    Mill    Hill,  with  whom  were  present  nine  minieten 


Hneaelbnrgh,  demitting  bis  chai^,  and  and  five  elden.  Measn  Hogarth  and 
stating  that  he  had  been  obliged,  under  Oowanloek  delivered  part  of  Aeir  tiiaia 
the  advice  of  bia  medical  attendants,  to     for  lieenie,  the  latter  having  been  trans- 


leave  this  coantt;  for  Algiers.    The  de-  fbrred  from  the  Preshyiei;  of  Edinburgh, 

mitslOD  was  accepted,   and  the  Bev.  J.  Bnbjeetsoftrialforlicense  wereprescribed 

Imrie  appointed  moderator  of  the  session,  to  Mr  Dodda,  transferred  from  the  Fresbj- 

The  committee    appointed   at   a  former  terj  of  Elgin   and  Invemeia.    Exeitites 

meeting,   in   terms  of   a  motion   hj  Hr  were   also   allotted    te   Messrs  Hill  and 

Qeorge  &a}ng,  reported  in  favour  of  a  Heron,     Commissioners  from  the  congre- 

confmnce   iMing  held  to    consider   the  gation  of  Tetholm  laid  a  minnte  on  the 

proprietj  of  appointing  a  Standing  Com-  table,  craving  a  supply  of  probationers, 

mittee  on  Fnblic  Qaestions.     Mr  Laing  with  the  view  of  obtaining  an  esaiatast  and 

moved  the  approval  of  the  report.    The  anecetsor  to  the  Kev.  W.  Hame,  now  per- 

Bev.    P.    Davidson   o^oscd   it,   on    the  manentlv  incapacitated.     On   scconnt  of 

Kand  that  to  do  ao  woald  be  enconrag-  no  definite  promiae  of  support  being  made 
_  the  introdnction  of  political  qneationa  for  their  aged  paator,  tbe  prajer  of  the 
into  their  bnsinesa — a  thing  which  wonld  petition  was  reined,  nnlll  a  committee 
be  unwise  in  itaelf,  and  inconaiatent  with  shonld  visit  on  tbe  fast-day  in  January, 
their  character  as  a  lAnrcb  conn.  Mr  and  report.  Mr  Jarvie.  for  tbe  committee 
Deans,  Portobello,  thonght  it  was  qnite  appointed  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the 
plain  that  times  were  coming  when  ease  of  Mr  Allan  Purves,  Qreeolew,  and 
churches  and  ehnrch  oDurts  wonld  he  to  submit  the  same  to  the  legal  advisers  of 
compelled  to  take  up  sneh  questions,  the  Church,  gave  in  s  report,  which  was 
After  some  dlacmaion,  the  preabjteiy  approved  of.  He  then  read  the  opinion  of 
divided,  when  it  was  carried  bv  a  ma-  James  Peddie,  Esq.,  W.S.,  as  follows. — 
jority  to  hold  a  conference;  and  it  was  "  36,  Alb*j(t  Sirbbt, 
afterwards  agreed  that  the  conference  EnnraimeH,  Sd  November  ISGO. 
should  lake  plaee  at  the  Febroary  meet-  "  In  answer  to  the  qnestioo  submitted 
ing.  A  petition  to  tbe  preabytflry,  to  take  to  roe,^Whether  the  presbjteiy  would 
steps  to  form  them  into  a  congregation,  run  any  risk  of  being  liable  in  damages 
ftx)m  npwarda  of  one  hundred  Individnnla  for  refuaing  certificates  in  Che  circnm- 
in  connection  with  Cbalmera'  Cloae  and  staneesT — I  have  no  hesitation  in  giving 
S.  Orsy's  Cloae  misaions,  and  now  unitedly  my  opinion  that  they  wonld  not.  The  de- 
worshipping  in  Henderson  Chnrch,  was  eiaion  of  the  Court  of  Seaiion,  in  Thallon 
read.  The  partiea  had  all  been  examined  t>.  Kininmont,  ISth  Ifov.  ISBfi,  IS  D.  97, 
by  a  committee  of  the  United  Mianon  seema  In  point.  "  jiMxa  Fedcib." 
directors,  and  Mr  Simpaon,  the  paator  of  Heceived  and  read  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  miaaloQ,  in  view  of  aaid  application  to  the  presbytery,  of  date  November  I860,  by 
the  presbytery.  The  petition  waa  anp-  Mr  Pnrvea,  in  which,  anticipating  that  an 
ported  by  Hr  A,  Fyfe,  Rev.  Dr  Thomson,  opinion  of  counael  baa  been  received,  he 
ud  T.  £1nlayson,  when  the  presbytery  reiterate*  his  application  for  certificate. 
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mi  a4dB,  that   "  ihonld  no  aniwer  be  the  lame  h  be  thinki  proper."    Which 

fanhcom in ([  within  a  reasonable  timeaflet  motion  wa>  iBcondid  bj  Mr  Benton,  and 

ibe  next  ordin&rj  meeting,  he  ihoold  bold  adopted  ajtheflndins  of  the  pregbjterj,— ' 

Ihe   presbfteiT'    as   refiuLnf[    compliance  the  Rct.  Charles  Miller  reeordiog  bis  dis- 

iherevith,  and  that  he  is  at  llbsTl;  to  take  tent.    Me  Benton  called  the  attention  ef 

sny  steps  ha  may  jadge  proper  under  the  the  presbjtery  to  the  enactment  of  SjnoA 

citcamstances."    Mr  Jarrie  thereafter  rah'  reipecting  the  obserraDce  of  30th  Decem- 

mitted  the  followine  as  the  judgment  of  ber  as  a  day  of  special  commemoration  of 

tiie  presbytery  ; — "  The  presbytery  having'  the  Reformation  from  Popery  thronghont 

ruuaied  the  application  ofHr  and  Hrt  A.  alt  the  coDgregations  of  the  Chnrch.  and 

Punes  foraeertiBcate  of  disjnnction  from  iBbmilted    the  recommendations  of   the 

ibeconeregation  of  Greenlaw,  as  contained  Synod's  committes  in  favonrof  an  efficient 

in  Kr  Purves'  tetter  of  18th  Jnlv,  and  re-  observaDce  of  that  day  for  the  ends  pro- 

Bi'edinhie  letters  of  30th  July  and  6th  posed — an  object  which   the  presbytery 

Aggiist,ani]ofNoTember  16S0:  Find,  that  agreed  to.   Mr  Jarrie,  after  stating  varions 

Ur  snd  Mrs  Pnrves  were  members  in  fall  reasons,  snbmitted  the  following  oTCrtiire 

commnnion  with  said  congregation  op  to  to  Synod  on  the  subject  of  a  Gieneral  As- 

Ihe  month  of  October  186S  ;  that  at  that  •emblj:—"!.  That  a  Supreme  Conrt,  com- 

liite,  and  on  grounds  which  are  not  satis~  poaed  of  a  limited  number  of  miniMera 

futory  lo  the  presbirtery,  they  absenteA  and  elders,  in  eqnat  proportions,  delegated 

ihemselres  ft'om  attendance  on  public  or-  from   eaeh  piesbytery,  shonld  ba  snbsti- 

din&nces,   and,    altbongti  retMOing   theii  tnted  In  room  of  the  present  Synod  of  this 

connection  with  the  congregation  to  the  Chnrck,  now  nominally  made  np  of  all  the 

eSectof  bein^partiesin  thecanse  between  members   of  all   the  preabyteriea  of  the 

ihcn  and  tbe  eesaioo  befbre  the  presbytery  body;    and  that  presbyteries   ihonld  be 

Md  Synod,  hBTB  not  since  the  date  men-  grouped  into  a  conyenient  number  of  pro- 

lioned  attended  at  Greenlaw  (Tniled  Fres-  rinciaj  Synods,  to  be  formed  within  their 

liIiftiaD  Chureta  ;  that,  on  the  applfcation  fespectire  bounds,  on  the  principle  of  the 

^0'  &  certiBcate  being  matte  in  jnly  last,  existing  Synod.      2.   That  the  Supreme 

lUi presbytery,  oti  the  Slat  Jaly,  remitted  £>elegated  Conit  should  consist  of  about 

Iheiuieto  the  session  of  Ctreenlaw,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  members  in  stdsrvnc, 

■nttnctioeg   that,  on   the  applicants  ac-  or  aa  nearly  as  passible  of  one-fonrtb  part 

■needling   their  error  in   passing   an  of  the  pr«sbytBries— the  benefit  in  the  case 

^fWUlinitional  mitlute  and  deserting  or-  of  odd  numbers  being  given  to  smaller, 

"illnCM,  and  on  their  folftlling  their  pe-  and  withheld  ftom  larger  presbyteries.     3. 

^niitj  engagements  to  the  chnrch,  their  That  the  general  principle  followedintbeir 

Mniflute  be  granted ;  that  this  decision,  apDointment  should  be  that  of  rotation, 

Diricj  been  communicated  to  Mr  Pnrres,  half  being  taken  from  the  top  and  half 

^^  liu  rerused  to  comply  with  these  eon-  ttom  the  bottom  of  the  roll ;  the  eldersto 

aidani,  explaining  at  the  same  tirpe,  with  preabyteries  being,  as  at  present,  appointed 

feferanoe  to  the  last  condition,  that  he  con-  annually,  and,,  as  fitr  as  possible,  by  rota- 

Mered  the  congregation  had  no  pecuniary  tion  also.    4,  That  one-fonrth  part  of  the 

ctaimi  on  him  or  Mrs  Pnrves,  their  seat-  represenlatiTeBfEomeachpreBbytBryshonlil 

Km  having  been  paid  up  to  the  date  when  be  relumed  for  two  ^ears — vacancies  oc- 

they  le^  aS  attendance ;  and  that  in  hie  eurrir^g  by  death  or.  otherwise  to  be,  filled 

letters  to  the  clerk,  of  SOth  Jaly  and  6th  np  by  presbyteries ;  at  least  one-third  part 

""KuBt,  repeating  his  application  for  the  of  the  membera  apoointed  to  permanent 

'^ttiScMes,  fae  has  inttmated,  that  nnlesa  committees  of  the  Sopreme  Court,  to  be 

tnetg  are  forthcoming,  he  wonld  hold  this  selected  th)m  the   members  returned  by 

presbytery  iudividnally  and  conjoiatlv  »-  presbyteries  for  two  years.    5.  That  no  io- 

'ponsible  for  damages, — a  threat  wtuch,  dividnals  should  bo  members  of  the  Sn- 

*i>il«  the  presbytery  are  hound  to  disre-  preme  Court  in  virtue  of,  their  office — Ihe 

^fi,  they  consider  in  itself  a  suHlcient  derk  of  the  committee  on  hills  and  over- 

gfonnd  for  refusing  the  application;  The  tares   and  the  clerk   of  Assembly  being 

ptesbvtery,  therefore,  find,  that,  until  the  permonent,b«tnotmeinber8,UBlesschoseo 

applicants  acknowledge  their  error  in  the  in  the  ordinary  way.    6.  Thabthere  shonld 

ra»Me™  referred  lo  in  the  minute  of  Slst  be  nine  provincial  Synods.    7:  That  there 

"i^ly,  and  also  their  error  in  making  the  shonld  be  no  Commissioik     6,  That  mem- 

jnreatg  addressed  to  this  presbytery  in  the  here'  expenses  should  be  paid  out  of  a  g«- 

l^lers  referred  to,  they  cannot  be  admitted  neral  fund,  to  be  raised  by  an  annnal  con- 

^  Kding  ordiBances  in  this  Charcb,  and  gregational  rate ;  the  expenses  tahe  fixe4 

are  not  entitled  to  obtain  certificates  of  by  the  Assembly's  committee  on  finance  ;-^ 

"■jonetion ;  and  they  an^oriie  the  clerk  to  be  limited  to  the  cost  of  trarelling,  and! 

tc  traostnit  to  Mr  Purrea  an  extract  of  regulated,  as  far  as  possible,  by  mileage. 

Ids  minute,  that  he  may  make  such  use  of  9.  That  the  attesdatice  of  members,  after 
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^er  bmre  foitaentcd  to  tbeir  appoiBtDeBt, 
■hall  be  imperaciTe  apon  all  the  >ed«rajiti 
of  AMemblj ;  and  tbat  tbcj  (ball  leport 
their  diligence  to  tbeir  coDaEitacnla."  It  that  Mr  Alex,  Xhmcan,  itodent,  bad  been 
vai  agreed  to  allow  tbe  tame  lo  lie  on  the  ccrtiSed  lo  tbe  Pie*b7tei7  of  Penh.  The 
table,  and  enter  on  it*  consideration  at  Mends  at  BnTtm-oo-Trent  baring  i«- 
next  meeting.  A  compUial  aod  petition  qneated  the  pmbjteij  to  giant  them  an 
of  Hr  Henrf  Miller,  Greenlav,  was  read  extract  fnmi  tbe  minntea,  recommending 
and  coDiidered,  vben,  afier  rea«oniDg,  it  theircaw  to  tbeliberaliijof  ihedimrchef, 
wBi  mored  bj  Hr  Beaton,  seconded  by  the  cleA  wai  inatracled  to  aend  ibem  tbe 
Mr  Miller,  Danw,  aod  nnaninioDilj  agreed  extract  nuante  which  they  deiired.  The 
to,  "That  the  ordination  of  Ibe  elden  Ber-K.  &.  Scott  read  a  financial  (tatement 
compoeing  the  pretent  tesgion  at  Greenlaw  from  Ihe  treamier  of  Kanuej  congrega- 
wai  TaHd,  and  therefore  the  preibjterj  tk>n,  from  which  it  appeared  Uiat,  for  the 
diimiu  tbe  tomplaint,  u  fiiroioiu  and  firat  timedoringfive-and-tweiit}' jeare,  the 
'  Texations;"  aicainst  which dccition  the peli-  balance  on  the  30th  Jane  last  was  in  fa- 
tioner  protested,  and  'appealed  to  Synod,  four  of  the  congregatioii.  The  minatea 
"becaniesBiddecisioncoiintenancesaform  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Home  Mission 
of  government  consistent  only  with  Inde-  Board  df  the  presbytery  were  read,  and 
pendency,  and  incoosiiteat  with  Presby-  the  half-yearly  grants  made  to  the  supple- 
lerian  government."  An  application  from  mented  eongrepationi  were  confirmed- 
certain  parties,  professing  lo  have  be-  The  Bct.  Francis  Skinner,  of  Blackhnm, 
longed  to  the  same  congregation,  for  cer-  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  an  improved 
tlflcales  of  dirjaociinn,  wan  rejected,  not  edition  of  his  able  pamphlet  on  "  The 
baring  come  throngh  tbe  lesiion.  Next  TTnited  Presbyterian  Chnrch  ;"  and  it  vas 
meeting  was  appoin led,  after  some,  routine  agreed  to  eonsider,  at  next  meeting,  whe^ 
hnsiness,  to  bo  held  on  25th  December.  ther  or  not  it  shonld  be  adopted  as  B 
Laacaihire.  —  This  presbytery  met  in  manual  for  the  congregations  in  the  pres- 
Coupland  Street  schoul-room,  Greenheys,  bytery.  Agreed,  that  the  orenares  on 
Manchester,  on  Tuesday,  lllh  December  proriacial  Synods  and  a  General  Assem- 
— Bev.  William  M'Kerrow,  D.D.,  modera-  biy  should  be  considered  at  the  Gnt  regu- 
tor.  The  Bev.  James  Towers  reported  lar  meeting  al^er  the  Sulton  ordination. 
tbat  he  had  presided  in  the  moderation  of  Agreed  that  there  shonld  be  no  united 
a  call  at  Sntton,  on  the  evening  of  the  95th  celebiationoftheTricantensry  of  the  Scot- 
November;  and  laid  on  the  table  a  cordial  tish  RefomiBtion,  On  Ihe  SOth  instant; 
and  unanimcus  call  to  Mr  V/.  G.  Fraser,  hot  that  each  minister  and  congregation 
probationer,  signed  by  S8  members  in  shonld  act  as  they  deemed  most  expedient 
fall  commnnion,  with  a  paper  of  adher-  in  their  eircnmslances.  Delayed  the  con- 
ence  to  the  call,  signed  by  M  ordinary  sideration  of  the  oiertnre  on  the  mode  of 
hearers.  The  ei^l  having  ^een  sustained,  electing  membera  of  the  Mission  Board  of 
was  put  into  Mr  Fraser's  hand,  and  he  in-  the  Synod  till  a  fntnre  meeting. 
timaied  his  acceptance  of  the  lanie.  He  Metrme. — This  presbyteiy  met  on  the 
then  delivered  the  whole  of  his  trials  for  SOth  Norember,  and  wss  constituted  by 
ordioation,  which  were  most  cordially  eui-  Hr  Oliver,  moderator.  The  meeting  was 
tained  by  the  presbytery,  and  the  ordiua-  chiefly  occupied  in  considering  the  beet 
tion  was  appointed  at  Sutton,  on  Tneaday,  mode  of  advancing  religion  within  the 
the  ISth  Jannary  1861,— the  Bev.  Alex,  bounds  of  the  presbytery;  and  a  special 
Leslie,  of  Tunley,  to  conduct  the  opening  meeting  for  conference  on  tbe  subject  was 
devotional  exercises  ;  the  Bev.  Robert  agreed  to  be  held  on  Wednesday  ihe  Sd 
Cameron,  of  Egramont,  to  preach;  the  January,^  Hr  Bobson  to  open  the  confer- 
Bev.  Dr  M'Kerrow,  of  Manchester,  to  or-  ence  with  an  address  relating  chiefiy  to 
(lain ;  Ihe  Bev.  William  M.  Taylor,  of  prayer,  the  place  it  should  hold  in  palpit 
Bootia,  to  give  the  charge  to  the  minister;  preparation  and  in  individual  Christian 
and  the  Bev.  B.  8.  Scott,  of  Mantheater,  practice.  The  next  ordinary  meeting  of 
to  address  the  congregation.  Mr  Towers  presbytery  was  appointed  lo  be  at  Melrose 
further  reported,  lliat  he  had  presided  in  on  Tuesday  the  S2d  January,  when  the  re- 
the  election  of  two  elders  at  Sutton,  but  mils  from  the  Synod  on  Provincial  Synods, 
that  Mr  Kitchen,  one  of  the  elders  elect,  and  the  mode  of  electing  membera  for  the 
declined  the  office.  Another  election  was  Mission  Board,  are  to  be  taken  up. 
appointed  to  take  place  at  Sulton  on  ihe  StiBcatth. — A  meeting  o*f  this  presby- 
S3d  instant ;  and  Mr  Towers  was  ap-  tery  was  held  on  4th  December — the  Bev. 
pointed  to  ordain  the  elders  who  may  GeorgeBell,  moderatorprDCem.  HrWal- 
have  accepted  ofHco,  on  tbe  lath  Januaiy  lace  reported,  that  in  consequence  of  Mr 
1861,  Mr  David  Walker,  student  of  the  Dall's  indisposition,  he  had  gone,  byre- 
■&W  year,  wu  examined  by  writteu  >^pers,  quest,  to  Blytb,  and  presided  there  iu  the 
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moJenuion  of  %  uU.  Hii  proceedingia 
■*tn  approTed.  He  laid,  on  the  tabic  > 
oU  from  the  congregation  to  Hr  Jkinei 
Oafg,  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  tubacribed 
bj  94  memben  and  67  hearers.  Tbe  call 
vu  nnaofniQai,  and  wai  nnanimoailj  nu- 
Mined.  The  uinal  exercises,  as  triaui  for 
ordination,  were  aaNRned  to  Mr  Craig. 
Mr  Joseph  Corbett  deliTered  a  lectnre,  a 
homilj,  and  a  critical  exercise.  He  was 
t\sa  examined  in  Greek  and  Hebrew, — all 
»liich  exercises  were  approTed.  The  Mis- 
im  CtHnminee    reeommeoded   a   series 


. ., i  hj  ft  deputation  from 

SmUiod,  if  sneh  depniatioD  can  then  be 
obtiined.  This  proposal  was  cordiallj 
"ioiKed.  After  some  conTersation  as  to 
ibe  TiJcenienBrr  of  the  Scottish  Keforma- 
"on,  the  ministers  and  congregationn  of 
Ihii  presbjteiT  were  recommended  to  hold 
neelingi  in  their  different  localities  on  the 
^>h  isttant,  in  eommemoratioa  of  that 
greit  ind  important  BTcnt.  Henl  meeting 
of  preibyter?  to  be  held  here  on  the  let 
TuesilBTorFBbrnaty. 

Paub/  and  Grempdc.—'Thie  presbyteiT 
inetuftisley,  on  thelflthOrtober.  Took 
■KtsMnBideration  an  application  from  the 
"wmof  Kilcreggan  to  be  formed  into  a 
wi|W(atk>n,  and  appointed  Iter.  William 
«™wio  preach  there  on  4th  November, 
«witito  the  usual 


•li  Ibg  oongregfttions  of  the  presbytery  was 
*J'^jed,  in  connection  with  the  revival  of 
'™giOD,  two  ministers  to  visit  each  con- 
^^lion.  Messrs Paterson,Lyon,Holmes, 
oraiih,  George  snd  James  Grahame,  and 
JfiSen,  were  examined  on  the  lectnres  de- 
'"■ered  at  the  Hall,  and  the  ex  '  " 
muined.  Trials  for  license 
scnbed  to  Messrs  Grahame  and  Giften, 
"a  comtnitlees  appointed  for  the  snperin- 
'OEdence  of  students  during  the  year.  Rev, 
■lames  Brown  gave  notice  of  a  motion, 
inat  in  fntme  the  examination  of  students 
JWidmiBsioo  to  the  Hall,  in  languages, 
™pi!,  etc,  ahall  he  taken  in  writing.  Hext 
nieeting  to  be  held  in  Greenock,  on  the  1st 
inesdaj.  of  December.— Mel  at  Greenock, 
™  December,  Part  of  the  trial  dis- 
^ntses  of  Meisis  George  Grahame,  James 
"•rabitme,  and  M.  Giffen,  were  heard  and 
'Mtained,  Mr  France  gave  an  acconnt  of 
Ji"  proceedings  at  Kilcreggan,  and  laid  on 
14  •'*?''.°  of  the  preabjtBty  the  names  of 
'  'idiridnals,  who  were  desirous  of  being 
'ormed  into  a  congregation.  The  preebj- 
^T  agreed  to  the  request,  and  constituted 
™M"  accordingly  into  a  congregation,  un- 
™inB  name  of  the.  United  Tresbjierian 
^°Kregstion  of  Kilcreggan.  A  committee 
^  wpervision  was  appointed  — Rev.  D. 
"»a;  convener.  Rev.JamesFyfeofKilmal- 
•"h*  having  slatediCivas  the  intention  of  his 


n  of  the  presbylerv  to  an  appli- 
cation tor  assistance  to  the  Church  gene- 
rally i  it  was  agreed  that,  having  heard 
Mr  Pjfe's  Btateroeot,  and  having  know- 
ledge of  all  the  circumstances,  the  ci    ~  *  ~ 


liberalii)'  of  the  members  ai 
gations  of  the  Cbarch.  [All  the  e: , 
connected  with  this  newly  formed  congre- 
gation have  been  met  hitherto  with  the 
utmost  liberality  by  the  people  them- 
selves.] Recommended  the  celebration  of 
the  Tercentenary  of  the  Reformation  on  the 
SOlh  December,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  , 
suit  the  convenience  of  congregations.  Ap- 
pointed Rev.  Andrew  Merton  moderator 
lor  [he  next  six  months.  Next  meeting  to 
be  held  in  Pai^ey,  on  the  3d  Toeiday  of 
January. 

Siirlmg.—Thit  presbytery  met  on  Oct, 
3.  Messrs  Fairgrieve,  Drysdale,  Wbyte, 
M'Kerrow,  and  Kirk,  stndenta  of  divinity, 
were  attested  from  the  Theological  Hall. 
Agreed  to  transfer  Mr  Whyte  to  the  Pres- 
byterv'of  Galloway,  and  to  take  Messrs 
Crysdale  and  Fairgrieve  on  trial  for  ii' 
cense,  to  whom  the  usual  exereises  were 
prescribed.  The  other  studeuts  had  as- 
signed to  them  subjects  for  discourses  and 
examinations.  Appointed  supply  for  the 
pulpit  of  Mr  More.— The  presbytery  met 
on  December  4.  It  having  been  intimated 
that  the  Rev.  John  More  of  Alloa  bad 
been  removed  by  death,  on  November  10, 
his  name  was  dropped  Irom  the  roll  of 
presbytery.  Mr  Hunter,  the  moderator  of 
presbytery,  was  appointed  to  preach  to  the 
congregation  on  Sabbath,  December  9,  and 
decTare  the  chureh  vacant.  He  was  also 
appointed  to  officials  as  moderator  of  the 
sesbion  during  the  vacancy.  Messrs  Fair- 
grieve  and  Drysdale  having  passed  all  their 
trials  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  presbyteiv, 
were  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Mr 
John  Laing,  student  in  divinity,  of  the  1st 
year,  was  ^is  day  certified  from  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Gla-gow,  Appointed  next  meet- 
ing of  presbytery  to  he  held  on  Ihe  1st 
Tuesday  of  February. 


CALLS  HODEBATBD. 

iSuMon.— Mr  W.  G.  Frasor,  probationer, 
called  to  Sutton,  near  Chester,  on  the  25th 
November — the  Rev.  James  Towers,  of 
Birkenhead,  presidinjr. 

Solm,  Orhieg. — Mr  John  Petligrew, 
preacher,  Glasgow,  called  18th  July— Dr 
Pateraon,  Kirkwall,  presiding. 
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Pre8b7teriBn  PreBbjterj,  tlie  ordination  of 
Ur  John  Aitken  Chalmers,  oa  k  miesioii- 
ar;  to  Coffraria,  took  place  last  ni(!bt  in 
AoiierBton  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
which  was  qaite  fiiled  bj  paniea  drann 
together  by  the  intereat  of  tba  occasion. 
The  Ko».  Uavid  Young,  Montroae  Street, 
preached,  and  Dr  Lindsaj'  ordained  the 
DiiaBionary.  Addresses  to  the  congrega- 
tion and  Mr  Chalmen  were  nftenvardi 
delivered  by  the  Rev.  Messrs  Niven  and 
Aikman  respectively.  The  proceeding! 
were  of  a  very  intereating  character. 


I  which  were  then  made,  that  a  special  meet- 
ing was  held  soon  afier,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  question  of  Church  Exten- 
sion in  all  its  bearings,  and  especially  with 
reference  to  the  destitute  portion  of  the  in- 
habitants. In  the  discussian  which  ensued, 
it  was  thuwQ,  that  in  addition  to  the  valu- 
able labours  of  the  Citr  Mission  agents, 
another  and  somewhat  different  machinery 
was  reqaisile  to  bear  with  full  effect  on  the 
masses  in  our  wjndi  and  closes — not  with 
the  Tien  of  superseding,  but  of  supplement- 
ing the  existing  agemnea.     It  waa  knovn. 


Aa  some  remarks  appeared  in  our  Novem- 
bei  nnmber  on  the  subject  of  Churcb  Ex- 
tension in  Glasgow,  from  a  correspondent, 
whose  judicious  and  well-limed  series  of 
letters  on  the  same  topic  twelve  years  ago 
rendered  good  service  to  the  cause,  it  may 
not  be  nninteiesting  to  our  readers  to  learn 
precisely  the  progress  arhich  has  been  made 
in  the  great  commercial  capital  of  our 
country  since  the  period  just  mentioned. 
For  a  considerable  number  of  years  pre- 
vious to  1B4B,  our  eongregations  in  Glas- 
gow, though  increasing  in  liie,  had  been 
almost  staiionary  in  number;  and  so  for 
had  they  lagged  behind  the  progress  of  the 
popolation,  that  there  were  only  19,  when 
there  onght  to  have  been  at  least  31  con- 
gregations in  that  city,  in  order  to  have 
I  merely  the  relative  position 


I  held  the  same  position  which  ■ 
Charch  occupied  in  Edinburgh  and  other 
large  towns  of  Scotland.  Besides  this,  the 
number  of  practical  heathens  had  far  more 
than  kept  pace  with  the  increase  in  die 
population  of  Glasgow ;  and  while  its  phy- 
sical prosperity,  its  tnde,  mannfactores, 
and  commerce,  the  m^to'tode  of  its  build- 
ings, and  its  wealth  and  innary,  had  aug- 
mented with  startling  rapidity,  its  provi- 
sion for  the  secular  and  religious  instruc- 
tion of  the  poor  had  become  so  inadequate, 
and  the  tide  of  ignorance,  pauperism,  and 
crime  bed  risen  to  soch  a  height,  that  be- 
sides B0,000  Roman  Catholics,  there  were 
at  least  100,000  persons  in  the  ciiy  living 
in  open  neglect  of  evpiy  Christian  ordi- 
nance ;  and  the  expenditare  on  its  panper- 
ism  and  crime  was  fire  times  as  much  as 
was  expended  on  the  support  of  all  the 
evangelical  ministers  of  ail  denominations, 
and  of  all  the  schools  of  every  grade. 
These,  and  other  facts  of  a  simitar  kind, 
were  broaght  by  Dr  Taylor  under  the  no- 
lice  of  the  Glasgow  Presbytery,  inDecem- 
beH84T.  The  minds  of  the  brethren  were 
so  deeply  impressed  with  the  importuice 
of  the  subject,  and  with  the 


straclions  of  the  city  miesiooariea,  ever 
joined  themselves  to  the  fellowship  of 
any  of  the  existing  chnrchea,  and  were 
thus  wholly  deprived  of  the  great  henefits 
derived  from  Christian  communion.  Jt 
seemed  evident,  that  as  not  one,  but  many 
causes,  had  rednced  the  masses  to  their 
present  degraded  condition,  so  a  variety  of 
counteracting  influences  was  ncccssiry  to 
raise  them  from  their  deep  degradation  ; 
and  it  was  believed,  thai  by  the  combined 
aggressive'  and  conservative  influences  of 
a  Christian  dinrch  planted  ici  the  midst  of 
each  of  t4ia  neglected  districts  of  the  city, 
provided  with  a  devoted  minister,  specially 
qualified  for  this  kind  of  work,  surrounded 
by  a  statf  of  zealous  viaitOTS,  and  Sabbath 
and  week-day  school  teachers,  and  provided 
with  other  kindred  agencies,  &e  good  done 
woald  be  both  concentrated  and  diffased  ; 
and  every  such  church  would  become  a 
fountain,  whence  the  waters  of  the  sanc- 
tuary would  diffuse  life,  and  health,  and 
vigour,  throughout  the  whole  surrounding 
district.  The  scheme  profiounded  received. 
the  sanction  of  ilie  presbytery,  and  a  large 
committee  of  ministers  and  elders  was  ap- 
pointed to  carry  jt  into  effect.  Seriong 
difficulties  were  at  first  encountered  in  ob- 
tuning  suitable  agents  and  the  leqntsiie 
fiindB,  and  in  removing  the  objections  of  a 
number  of  the  brethren,  who  had  doubia 
respecting  the  propriety  of  the  scheme. 
At  length  operations  were  commenced,  on 
the  model  of  Dr  Chalmers'  Mission  Church 
in  the  West  Port  of  Edinburgh,  and  sta- 
tions were  opened  by  the  commitiee  in 
Cowcaddens,  H  el  son  Street  (afterwards 
transferred  to  Canon  Street),  Oorbals,  and 
Blackfriars ;  while  mission  stations,  con- 
ducted nearly  on  the  same  principles,  were 
successively  formed  outside,  as  it  were,  of 
the  presbyteijal  scheme,  in  St  Bollox, 
Anderston,  Maryhill,  and  Crossmyloof,  or 
Langaide,  by  friends  who  took  a  special 
interest  in  these  districts.  In  all  these 
stations  the  same  plan  was  followed,  with 
trifling  variations.  A  school-honse  or  hall 
was  opened  for  the  preaching  of  the  Gos- 
pel.   Household  visitation  was  performed 
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by  the  minUter  uidaitKffof  «cliTe*Mi*t- , 
Mita,  for  the  pnrpose  not  only  of  dtrrjing 
iiutraction  ut  the  firesides  of  tbe  careleia 
and  abandoDed,  but  of  dnwing  then  oat 
of  the  privacy  of  their  miserable  homea,  to 
listen  to  the  tidings  of  merer  pcoclaimed 
in  the  honae  of  God.  Week-day  and  Sab- 
bath schools  were  established  for  the  train- 
ing of  the  Toong.  Libraries  ivera  formed, 
to  supply  tliem  and  tbsir  patents  with  ate- 
fill  knowledge.  Lectares  on  social  aod 
moral  topics  were  occasionally  deliTered. 
Tamperance  societies  and  niuic  cia^ges 
were  inaUtnted,  to  counteract  the  iofluence 
of  the  whisky  shops  and  the  theatre  {  and 
Mvinga*  banks,  to  teach  tbe  people  habits 
of  foresi^',  economy,  and  self-denial.  In 
no  long  tim  e  these  operations  were  attended 
with  marked  success.  In  all  the  stations  a 
number  "  gladly  received  tbe  word,"  and 
were  admitted  to  the  fellowship  of  the 
Chnrch.  In  due  time  congregatione  were 
oi^nized,  elders  chosen  and  ordained,  and 
finallT,  the  minister  or  preacher  who  had 
been  IsboariDg  in  the  district,  was  called  by 
tbe  congregation,  inducted  into  the  pastoral 
office,  and  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  pres- 
bytery. Tbe  following  tables  will  show 
at  a  glance  the  progress  of  the  mission 
chorches,  both  in  nnmbers  and  in  Christian 
Ubeiality.     Tbe  membership  was,  in 

18M.  lBa».l«M.l««7.1«H.IUl.lB<tL 
CuonSUee^  S3  80  lOt  Ul  lis  -ITt  ISO 
Omfli,        104     IH   MS   ^i   iM   t»   tm 


btds  church  is  n 


r  self-snpporting  I  and 


pnrposea 
t  first  very  small ;  but,  as  will  be 
seen,  it  has  steadily  increaeed  with  Ute  in- 
crease of  the  members : — 


CatwD  Street,  1-14  10  LW  i 

Oorbala,       .     IW    0  160  0 

Covcoddfliis,       SB    fl  17A  I 

BUdcfrUrt,           ...  90  ( 


(70    i 
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e  L.8S8  t  I,««8  18 
It  thus  appears,  that  there  are  ISOO 
members  in  full  communion  in  these  four 
chnrcbes,  who  contribute,  on  an  average, 
upwards  of  I6s.  each  member.  Neatly 
three-fourths  of  these  members  were  pre- 
Tionsly  coDoected  with  no  chnrch,  and 
were  Uving  io  total  neglect  of  religion,  if 
■  not  in  open  profligacy.  The  week-da j  end 
B«bbath  schools  connected  with  these  con- 
gregations, the  weekly  prayer-meetings, 
aDd  the  temperance  societies,  are  all  in  a 
rosperooa  state ;  and  there  must  be  at 
east  20O0  persons  attending  the  ^bbath 
•errices  conducted  by  the  ministers.  Qor- 
•  The  laeratieiBhlp  of  Cowcudaeni  oorgreiratlon 
has  rscd'el  a  Isrge  aceeadoa  since  ttao  IniSactloii  of 
tlw  Bar.  Paild  FlnsL 


death  of  Mr  M1«Teii,  Cowcauueus  cbuii:ii 
woald  have  pccapied  the  same  position. 
With  respect  to  the  other  mission  cburchei 
not  under  the  care  of  the  presbyterial  com- 
mittee, the  unit^  membership  of  three  of 
them— St  BoiJon,  MarjhiU,  and  Langsida 
Koad^amonnts  to  333,  and  their  contiibn- 
tiooslastyeaitoL.ST6,10s.  From  Mitchell 
church  there  was  no  report  this  year,  owing 
to  the  sudden  death  of  its  excellent  pastor, 
Mr  Miller.  These  eight  congregations  ara 
now  worshipping  in  neat  aitd  eommodlona 
places  of  worship,  which  hare  been  erected 
or  purchased  at  an  aggregate  expense  of  be- 
tween eteven  and  twelve  thonsand  pounds. 
The  annual  expenditure  of  the  foor  mis- 
sion churches,  exctnsive  of  the  original 
cost,  and  upholding  of  Ae  buildings,  if 
about  L.940  a-year. 

There  is  only  one  drawback  on  this  gra- 
tifying statement.  The  scheme  has  not 
received  the  amount  of  mpport  which  it* 
importance  and  success  deserve.  We  ob- 
serve, from  the  annual  reports,  that  only 
about  one-half  of  the  self-supporting  con- 
gregations of  Glasgow  are  found  in  the  list 
of  contributors,  that  some  of  the  largest 
congregations  have  given  nothing  tovrarda 
this  mission,  and  others  have  contributed 
only  a  few  polinds.  The  balance  due  to 
tbe  treasurer  at  the  date  of  tbe  last  report, 
amounted,  in  tbe  building  account,  to 
L.  1 744,  and  in  the  general  account,  for  tha 
aalaries  of  the  ministers  and  teachers,  to 
Ii,902,  16Sn — making  ti^lher  the  sum  of 
L,aM7.  "Such  things  ought  not  BO  to  be." 
We  nnderstand  thM  the  committee  are  at 
present  making  an  effort  to  liquidate  thia 
debt,  and  we  trust  that,  before  the  next 
annual  report,  the  tealoua  and  liberal  mem- 
ben  of  our  Cburch  in  Glasgow  will  have 
wiped  away  this  reproach. 

In  the  midst  of  these  missionary  exer- 
tions for  the  benefit  of  tbe  poor  and  the 
careless,  tbe  daty  of  erecting  new  churches 


were  commenced,  seven  now  congregations 
have  been  formed  in  Uie  western  and 
sonthem  districts  of  tbe  city ;  and  it  Is 
gratifying  to  be  able  to  state,  that  while  all 
of  these  experiments  have  been  mostsnc- 
cessful,  the  old  congregations  are,  as  * 
whole,  even  more  prosperous  than  before. 
Tbe  following  table  gives  the  names  of  all 
the  congreKotions  organised  in  Glasgow 
and  it*  snbmbs  during  the  last  twelve 
years,  with  the  date  of  their  formation : — 

Renfield  Street,  congregated  in  IMS 

Bhuorock  Street,  .        .  I6E>0 

Canon  Street,       .        ,        ,  1M6S 

Gorbals,  .        .        .  18S9 
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C^edonianBoHd,  connegsted  in  18M 
Cowcsddeii^  or  New  City  EoRd,  „ 
Mitchell  Chnrch,  Cheapside,  1855 
StRoUox,     ....  „ 

Marjhill,      .... 
Clareniont,   ....  „ 

FoUok  Street,       ...  » 

Berbeler  Street,   .        .        .         1856 
BlscklHara  Street,        .        .  „ 

Springbum,  ...  n 

CroaBmyloofandLangaideBoad,  1857 

Thwe  IS  chnrches,  bU  erected  nithin 
the  Bp&ce  of  ten  years,  contain  npiruds 
of  11,000  sinintts — a  greaternumlier,  there 
ii  reason  to  believe,  than  has  been  added 
by  all  the  other  religious  bodies  in  tlie  dtj 
daring  the  period  mentioaecl.  Still  onr 
friends  in  the  west  mast  remember,  that 
they  had  a  great  deal  of  leeway  to  make 
up  ;  and  they  most  not  think  of  resting  on 
their  oars.  They  can  maintain  their  posi- 
tion in  their  great  cotamerdal  emporium, 
and  discharge  the  duty  which  they  owe  (o 
onr  Church  and  to  our  country,  only  by 
steady,  as  well  as  zealous  effort  in  this 
cause,  and  by  taking  care  \hBt  the  provi- 
sion for  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
citiiena  of  all  classes  shall  keep  pace  with 
the  inureaae  of  the  population. 

C011MBJI0K1.TI0H  BBRTICEa,  EIBE'WjU.L. 

On  Wednesday,  24th  October,  the  Bct.  Dr 
PatersoQ  having  completed  the  40th  year 
of  his  ministry  in  Kirkwall,  the  anniverBary 
of  his  ordination  was  commemorated  by  a 
series  of  religions  services.  In  the  fore- 
noon there  was  sermon,  when  the  Rev.  Mr 
M'Gowan  of  Sandwick  officiated.  The  dis- 
course was  founded  oQ  Jon.  iii.  a,  "  Preach 
atitoit  the  preaching  that  I  bid  thee,"  com- 
bined with  Romans  x.  IT,  "  So  then  futh 
cometh  hy  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the 
word  of  God,"  and  1  Cor.  i.  SI,  "It  pleased 
God  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  to  save 
them  tbst  believe."  The  theme  ofthe  dis- 
course was  "  preaching,"  and  the  three 
points  illustrated  were  —  the  honourable 
character  of  the  office,  its  great  snhject, 
and  its  aim  and  design. 

In  the  aftemooa  the  congregation  as- 
sembled at  half-past  two  o'clock,  when 
the  Bev,  William  Btobbs,  in  the  absence, 
through  indisposition,  of  James  Baikie, 
Esq.  of  Tankemeas,  occupied  the  chair. 
On  the  platform  were  the  Rev,  Dr  Paler- 
son,  with  the  liev.  Messrs  M'LellaD,  lionsay, 
and  Brown,  Shapinshay,  and  the  following 
members  of  thecoDgregation,  viz.;— Messrs 
William  Scott,  James  Copland,  Andrew 
Johnston,  John  White,  Samuel  Beid,  John 
Beid,  Boberl  Urqnhart.  James  Williamson, 
James  Tait,  Charles  Slater,  John  Pother- 
ingham,  A.  Taylor,  W.  Flett,  and  D.  Mar- 


wick.  The  meeting  wBs  opened  with  prsire 
and  prayer,  the  latter  conducted  l>y  Mr 
Brown.  The  chairman  then  read  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Mr  Baikie  : — 

"  EUl-I.  or  TlNKEBSEBB, 

24£A  Oct.  1860. 
"MtFribhdb, — Bein^byill  health  pre- 
cluded this  day  from  uniting  withyon  in 
solemn  thanksgiving  to  God,  that  He  has 
preserved  our  esteemed  minister  to  see  the 
anniversary  ofthe  40tb  year  of  his  connec- 
tion with  you,  is  to  me  a  severe  disappoint- 
ment.     I  should  have  delighted   in  the 
sympathy,  which   must   be    nniversol  in 
creating  among  us  a  deeply  felt  gratitude, 
thatsogoodamao  and  so  faithful  a  teacber 
of  the  pnre  Oospel  has  been  so  long  spared 
and  10  meicifnlly  supported  in  his  ener- 
getic strivings  to  lead  us  in  the  path  of 
salvation.     That  he  hag  been  eminently     ' 
guided  in  the  good  woA,  many  of  ns  are 
aware,  from  what  we  hate  witnessed  id  the    I 
peacefnl  deaths  of  some  who  have  tbrongh    j 
his  instmmentality  been  led  to  Jesus,  and    1 
fallen  asleep  in   Him.      And  I  caa  look 
aronnd  me  with  much  confidence  on  llie     j 
fmits  of  his  labours  being  manifest  in  the     I 
lives  of  nanv  "who  have  sat  under  his  in- 
ud  benefited  hy  his  earnest  en- 


heard  argned,  that  provided  the  doctrines 
are  purd*,  we  should  not  be  careful  as  to  the 
source  from  whence  they  come.  I  believe 
that  a  clergyman  must  strive  to  be  tbe 
living  epistle  of  the  Oospel  he  preaches, 
otherwise  his  success  will  prove  more  than 
doubtful.  Much  of  onr  reverend  teacher's 
success  has,  under  tbe  blessing  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  been  traceable  to  the  example  be 
has  given,  as  well  as  to  the  truths  he  hss 

"  It  is  to  tbe  glorious  Head  ofthe  Church 
OUT  thanks  are  due,  not  only  foi  the  spiri- 
tual prosperity  of  onr  congregation,  but 
also  for  the  outward  welfare  and  comfort- 
able circnmstanees  in  which  He  has  been 
pleased  to  lead  us  through  so  long  a  period 
of  its  history  ;  and  Our  prayers  for  the  ma- 
nifestations of  HI s'gracio us  presence  being 
ever  continued  to  us,  will,  I  trast,  he  ear- 
nestly united  in  by  all,  and  by  none  more 
so  than  by  your  sincere  friend  and  fellow- 
member, 

"  Ja.  Baikie." 
.The  chairman   then  read  apolopes  of 
absence  from  various  distinguished  minis- 
ters in  the  south. 

Addresses  of  tbe  most  interesting  and 
affectionate  nature,  strikingly  showing  the 
high  estimation  in  which  Dr  Falerson  it 
held  by  all  classes,  and  especially  hy  his 
oivn  flock,  were  read  from  tbe  congrega- 
tion, and  also  from  the  Sabbath  school  and 
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oIliErjiiTeiiileclBsge*.   We  regret  tbM  onr  from  the  wnih  to  come,  beseeching  them 

space  does  not  ndmit  of  m  giTiug  these  \o  Christ's  itesd  to  be  reconciled  to  God, 

here.    We  h>Te  mnch  pleuare,  however,  aainring  ihem  that  coDtinved  apoatai^  is 

inrumishingoorreaderBwHhDrPaienou'a  irremediable   min,    ^at   in  impenitence 

tEpJj.  there  ii  perdition,  that  in  the  rejectioD  of 

"  Mr  Dbas  Ur  CaumtAX  Aim  Brb-  the  Savionr  there  ig  certain  and  double 

THSBM, — Apart  from  jonr  kind  Utterances,  condemnation;   to   tsek   the   holineu  of 

to  which  I  am  now  to  reply,  there  is  mnch,  Chriatiani,   urging   them  onward  in  the 

rrom  the  ocuaian  oa  which  ire  bare  a«-  path  of  life,  the  path  that  leada  tbem  to 

Bcmbled,  that  can  scarcelj  fail  to  moTe  me.  lalTation  with  eternal  gloiy. 

It  is  nothing  unnsnal  with  me  to  addreae  "  Further,  in  fnlfilliag  this  ministry,  and 

"JOB  with  varied  and  strong  emolions ;  but  seeking  these  ends,  I  have  to  thinic  of  the 

nhout  my  feelinga  at  pceaent,  as  abuat  my  course  to  be  taken,— in  other  wordi,  the 

drcimstances,  uieie  IS  something  new  and  conrsa  which   tbe  Master  prescribed.     J 

eiTiDge.  have  to  think  of  Him  sapng,  Goandmake 

"In  listening  to  the  Divine  call,  '  Thou  disciples,  and   teach  them  to  observe  ail 

[tiilt  remember  all  tbe  way  which  tbe  Lord  tbiags,  whatsoever!  have  coDnnanded  you. 

thvGod  led  thee  these  forty  veais  in  tbe  AssembleibeminMyname,declaretoUiem 

wildemesa,'  bow  un  I  to  think,  or  feel,  or  the  whole  counsel  of  Ood,  baptise  by  My 

■peak?  authority,  teach  them  to  continue  in  tbe 

"  Of  what  have  I  to  think  ?    I  have  to  apostles'  doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in 

(bink  why  I  am  here  at  all — I  have  to  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers — keep 

think  of  the  reasons  of  my  long  sojonm  in  nothing  back-~spare  no  sin — palliate  no 

Kirkwall— I  have  to  think  of  my  mission  iniquity  ~-  rebuke    with    all    anibority  — 

U>  this  place.  preach  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  in 

"luahereto /tiljiltlit  ministry  of  r*ani-  My  name — preaeh  Christ  so  as  to  warn 

dUatim;  to  deal  in  Christ's  name  with  my  every  man,   and  teach  every  nan  in  all 

fellon-meu  regarding  the  awful  matters  of  wisdom,  that  ye  may  present  every  man 

their  relations  to  God,  and  tbeir  interests  perfect. 

for  eunity ;  to  declare  to  them  the  truth  "  As  to  the  range  of  the  ministry,  I  can- 
on such  subjects  as  their  apostasy,  their  not  doubt  that  the  Master's  mind  and  will 
mined  nature,  tbeir  imperilled  interests,  were  that  it  should  be  wide ;  that,  in  addi- 
>be  prariflon  of  Divine  love  for  their  de-  tion  to  my  mora  special  sphere,  places 
literaace,  the  glorious  amplitude  of  that  scantily  supplied  with  tbe  bread  of  life — 
prorisiai],  tbe  offer  of  its  priceless  ble«slngs  nnbefriended  islands— souls  uncared  for, 
to  tbem,  and  the  issues  that  are  at  stake.  shoald  awaken  abiding  solicitude,  and  call 
"Especially,  I  may  say  with  emphasis,  I  forth  continued  energy;  that  this  place 
am  here  to  proclaim  the  one  great  Saviour  should  be  the  centre  of  a  holy  aggressive 
— 10  declare  who  aud  what  tbe  Saviour  of  agency,  having  a  wide  circumference, 
ihe  worid  ia — to  speak  of  the  wonders  of  "  And  now  I  have  to  think  kotB  Ihii  mi- 
Ihc  God-man  and  His  work— to  exhibit  nistrg  hat  been  fulfilled  by  me.  And,  O 
llim  in  His  death  and  His  life.  His  cross  Divine  Master,  wert  Thou  not  mercifbl, 
and  Hi«  crown,  as  tbe  wisdom  of  God  unto  how  at  this  moment  should  I  feel  1  In  aim 
aalvstion,  as  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  and  in  effort,  in  the  inner  chamber  of  the 
sll  who  come  to  God  by  Him.  1  am  here  bosom  and  in  tbe  outer  court  of  the  life, 
•0  hold  np  the  glorions  Savioor  to  the  view  everywhere  and  in  everything  have  I  fallen 
of  men,  clearly,  closely,  and  constantly,  short.  I  have  falleu  far  short  of  my  ovm 
that  tbey  may  look  to  Him  and  live,  be-  conceptions,  andhow  much  further  of  the 
lieve  in  Him  and  be  saved— to  tell  them  Master's  requirements  I  Yonrkindexpres- 
what  they  may  have  in  Eiui'-that  thay  sions,  grateful  as  they  are,  cannot  save  me 
Bay  have  reconcilaiion  with  God  by  His  from  humbling  convictions  nnder  the  Mas- 
hlood,  a  renovated  nature  by  His  Spirit,  ter*!  eye. 

and  eternal  life  as  His  gift.                         _  "  The  delineations  in  your  address  hare 

"  Snch  being  tbe  theme  of  this  ministry,  been  drawn  by  a  friendly  band,  and  sanc- 

lU  cadi  become  apparent.    These  are,  to  tioned  by  sffectiouate  hearts  ;  and  so  it  is 

rticne  men  from  their  apostasj^to  deliver  that  they  are  what  they  are.    If  on  a  pub- 

ibemfromthe  guilt,  and  wretchedness,  and  lie  occasion  those  of  yen  whom  I  have  led 

rain  of  their  revolt  from  God — to  bring  to  the  Ssvionr,  or  helped  forward  in  their 

'hem  back  to  Him— to  form  them  anew  heaveDward  course,  spoke  to  me  at  all,  I 

fbrHiaservice— andintrodncethem  toHis  might,  doubtless  I  would,  have  expected 

favour,   and    friendship,   and   fellowship,  that  it  would  have  been  with  kindness. 

And  BO  it  is,  that  I  am  here  to  watch  for  But  the  language  in  which  I  am  now  ad- 

sonls— to  seek  the  conversion  of  sinners  dressed,  the  notice  given  of  my  labours, 

vidifaeholinessof  Christians:  toseekthe  tbe  sense  of  obligation  avowed,  and  the 

conversion  of  sinners,  abjuring  them  to  flee  spirit  of  affection  breathed,  are  greatly  be- 
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yond  anything  I  might  have  tUt  vmnuited 

"  Ab  to  the  gTonnds  on  whici)  incli  ex- 
presBionB  rcBt,  I  mar  not  Btaj  at  present 
to  sa;  very  mDch.  In  reference  to  "igtelf, 
I  might  ppeak  to  jna  of  early  struggles,  of 
sleepless  ntKbts,  of  watcbfulne«B  and  veari' 
nesa  ;  bat  I  do  not.  I  shall  rather  say, 
^'bat  indeed  I  can  admit,  that  I  hare  ear- 
nestly Bought  your  salTaliOD — that  to  some 
good  degree  the  desire  to  save  yoa  has  been 
Che  ruling  passion  of  mj  life — that  vbat  I 
have  preached  to  you  1  believe  to  be  the 
Irnth— that  what  I  have  pressed  on  yon  I 
believe  to  be  all- important  to  yonr  in- 
terests— and  that  my  ministry  has  been  one 
of  integrity. 


congregation,  in  its  large  membership,  its 
good  property,  its  freedom  from  eccnm- 
bruices,  and  its  missionary  expeadiiur«, 
bears  its  own  testimony.  But,  in  lang nage 
I  once  addreEsed  to  yon,  these  Aings,  how- 
ever desirable  in  their  place,  wonJd  yield 
bnt  a  poor  satisfaction  to  the  mind,  in  the 
absence  of  higher  fruita  of  pastoral  labonr. 
To  what  eitent  these  belter  fmita  have 
been  produced,  and  will  be  foand  in  Uie 
day  of  the  Lord  Jesns,  cannot  now  be  as- 
certained. What  number  of  (he  children- 
of  Zion  have  been  bom  here,  will  never  in 
time  be  known ;  bnt  when  God  writes  up 
the  people,  He  will  count  them  all ;  and, 
brethren,  I  have  the  hope  the  number  will 
not  be  very  small.  I  have  the  hope,  the 
anspcakably  consoling  hope,  that  among 
those  who  are  with  the  Lord  above,  among 
the  saints  who  are  scattered  abroad  on  the 
earth,  and  among  yon,  tfaeie  are  the  seals 


of  it  u  a  thankofibiiiig  to  Ood  is  ism 
to  be  in  fnllesC  harmony  with  my  "idiL 
I  appreciate  the  honour  of  having  in  'f 
propriation  placed  «t  my  disposal,  snd  ml 
give  my  best  thoughts  to  the  discbwgirf 
the  sacred  dnty. 

"  But  I  am  not  yet  allowed  to  sit  dan 
I  have  still  other  Uianks  to  give.  I  b" 
the  excellent  and  acceptable  addresei^v 
younger  friends  to  acknowledge.  Bid  tit 
addi^  been  less  warm  or  worthy  llw 
is,  considering  whence  it  proceeded, 
would  not  likely  have  failed  to  win  itsn 
to  my  heart.  As  it  ia,  ft  claims,  whiti 
willingly  accord  to  it,  an  affectionaie » 

"  Preaching  the  Gospel,  as  tbe  ordiiuM 
of  Christ,  the  duties  of  the  pulpit,  witii 
the  public  services  of  the  house  of  GdJ 
have  been  my  first  care.  ABdneiiiolia 
has  been  teaching  more  privately  anJ  hH 
personally  by  the  Sabbath  achooi  and  u[ 
rate  clasaei.  The  reasons  for  the  [ma 
nent  place  given  to  these  ii 


.  of  my  ministij. 
"  In  refereuc. 
there  is   much  which  I   mi^t  say, 


»/™ 


a  which  I  feel.  In  bearing  with  my 
youth,  and  immaturity,  and  inexperience 
during  the  earlier  stages  of  my  minialry— 
in  gUEtainiDB  me  in  anything  that  assumed 
the  shape  of  outward  conflict — in  meeting 
my  desires  in  calls  of  benevolence,  and 
strengthening  my  hands  in  the  work  of  the 
I/ord— in  yonr  manifold  gifts  and  tokens 
of  kindness,  and  now  in  this  tenderly  affeo- 
tionate  address,  coming  borne  to  the  heart 
as  love  only  can  come^in  all  this  diere  is 
verily  enough  to  call  forth  my  most  grate- 
ful acknowledgments,  which  acknowledg- 
ments, my  dear  sir,  I  now  tender  to  him 
with  whom  I  have  been  so  long  associated 
in  friendship  and  well-doing,  and  whose 
place  you  so  acceptably  fill — to  the  elders 
— to  the  other  representatives  of  the  con- 
gregation— to  the  membership — and  to  the 
adherents. 

"  As  to  the  offering,  I  rejoice  that  in 
amount  it  is  what  it  is.    The  presentation 


among  the  yonng  where  we  bovt  < 
highest  hopes  of  spiritoel  sviccef e-^f  i" 
by  the  instruction  and  training  of  the  jam 
thatwe  do  most,  alike  for  the  worlilsndfc 
the  Church — most  for  the  world,  in  ill  tl»' 
depoitmentB  of  its  business  oud  its  inienu 
— most  for  the  Church,  in  prepsring  (> 
her  her  pastors,  her  elders,  andherneo- 
bers — moat  for  her  stability,  her  eleviu'K 
and  her  extension;  if  to,  thenmiatii>j 
reasons  for  devoted  eflbrta  in  this  M^\ 
many  ^id  great. 

"  Under  such  convictions  as  iheis  1  li 
been,  dnring  my  ministry,  with  lbs  ni 
Sary  exceptions,  as  regularly  in  tbe  i 
bath  Bcbotj  as  in  the  pulpit.    The  Si 
bath  school  here  is  nearly  cnevil  will' ' 
ministry.  From  the  begiuningitwajlu 
and  took  its  place  among  the  insmimi   . 
talities   of  usefulness.      Sabbalh  tc1i'« 
then  had  made  comparatively  liitic  P*{ 
gress  in  Scotland,  and  none  at  all  In  ^ 
ney.    For  many  years  ibis  was  the  SsH 
bath  school  for  Kirkwall  andilsneiglilw*! 
hood.    Now  each  of  the  churches  h"»  * 
separate  classes ;  and  speaking  of  Orijjj 

fmerally,  it  may  be  said  to  be  the  lsi"i*l 
abbath  schools.  And  though  I  ms?  <f\ 
'be  able  to  appropriate  all  that  wj  friM* 
younger  and  older,  attribute  to  me,  I  J*  ■ 
my  obligations  to  the  Master  for  slkm 
me,  as  He  has  done,  to  contribute  loj" 
extension  of  this  line  of  well-doing.  J* 
siWy  aa  much  as  with  that  of  "'J.""f, 
man,  my  name  may  be  associated  wi<s "' 
Sabbath  schools  of  Orkney, 

"  As  to  my  more  personal  dasees,  B'"; 
Ml  earnest  hour  have  I  spent  in  ibem-  ^" 
am  I  left  to  doubt  that  the  seed  sown  iMiJ 
has  sprung  up — some  more  i^iiicklji  ^ 
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tfter  ire  might  hare  thought  it  had  periih-  dal  and  penoni],  maj  well  be  lored,  for 

ed,  ■ome  at  home,  wme  Bbroad — all  to  the  His  jokeueaij',  and  HiibDnJeQ  light.  As 

praise  of  the  grace  of  Chriat.  to  Simtif,  if  the  hero  of  IMj  «ooght  lu 

"Andnow,  lajdearjonDgfriendaof  the  Tindiciue  hi*  lojalty  to  his  king  by  dec lar- 

Sabbath  school  and  olher  citaaei,  at  pre-  !ng  that  he  loved  him  ai  hii  life,  however 

seal  the  represen  tali  Tea  sf  many  older  tban  I  may  fail,  let  me  give  ntterance  to  Che  de- 

yoaraeWes,  for  jour  aiidresB,  characieriatic  eire  to  rise  above  the  hero,  and  lo  love  Uim 

of  its  soarce- — ornate,   bat  the  omameiit  whom  I  serve  belter  thao  tajself." 

not  the  oroament  of  cold  coloara,  bnt  ot  There  nai  another  meeting  in  the  ei 

colours  warm  and  glowing — aciceptr' —  '"        '             '      * 
belt  acknowledgment!.    I  have  bad 

warf  in  my  work— I  have  had  an  ... 

in  iiB  fmita— I  have  a  reward  in  yoor  gra-  monial  waa  in  the  name  of  the  Preabytery, 

tilndc;  and  ifthe  Saviour  in  Hii  grace  add  and  vaiiona  olher  parties,  perionally  ac- 

Bii  reward,  snrely  I  shall  be  welt  paid.  qaainted  with  Dr  P.,  or  who  had  formerly 

"  Bat  how  can  I  conclude  without  jet  a  belonged  to  his  congregation,  though  now 

word  ?   My  friends,  brethrea,  and  children,  resident  in  other  pans  of  Che  country.   The 

I  have  received  the  ezpreasiong  of  your  serri^et  were  altogether  of  the  most  intC' 

kindness,  and  retomed  my  thanks;   bnt  restingcharacter,  and  reflected  the  highest 

what  of  the  Master?    How  can  1  speak  of  credit  on  all  the  parties  concerned;  and 

HiidT     How  can  I  speak  of  His  kindness  we  are  only  slating  what  all  our  readers 

these  forty  years?   What  shall  I  render  to  will  agree  with,  when  we  say,  that  these 

Him?     To  Him  I  owe  everything,  jonr  expressions  of  esteem  and  affection  for  Dr 

kindness  inelnded.    I  love  Bii  ministiy —  Fatenon  will  find  an  echo  in  many  hearts 

1  loved  the  thought  of  iC  from  my  earliest     '"  "" '   """     •---'---   ->-.__  ., —  _ 

days,  and  I  love  it  still,  and  praise  Uim 
for  putting  me  into  it.    Bis  serricet,  offi- 
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ITALY— GARIBALDI  AND  THE  POPE. 

The  great  drama  which  for  sotne  monthe  past  Las  been  enaot«d  in  Italy,  is  now 
rapidly  drawing  to  a  cloee.  Ftancia  II.  cS  Naples,  the  wretched  son  of  a  wretched 
aire,  haviiig  served  himseli  heir  to  his  father's  crimes,  is  now  reaping  what  that 
mongter  of  wickedneaa  sowed.  He  holda  now  bnt  one  place — the  last  remnant  of 
his  dcnninioiiB ;  and  of  that  too  he  will  speedily  be  depiired.  Capua  has  siir- 
reiidered,  with  its  garrison  of  80D0  men.  Another  detachmeiit  of  the  Neapolitan 
aimy,  condBting  of  15,000  men,  cat  ofF  from  Gaeta,  has  taken  refuge  In  the  t«rri- 
t«rie&  of  the  Pope,  where  tbey  have  been  disarmed.  Gaeta,  tbe  last  stron^bold  of 
fVancis,  is  now  closely  blockaded  on  the  land  side  by  the  Fiedmontese  forces,  who, 
with  their  kiDg  at  their  head,  have  <:oiue  to  complete  the  work  which  Garibaldi  had 
all  bat  accom^iejied.  The  garrisoii  has  become  botJi  demoralized  and  liisafiected  ; 
and  no  doubt  ap|>eara  to  reat  on  the  mind  of  anj  person,  that  Francis  must  Tery 
soon  seek  refuge  m  a  foreign  land — never  more,  we  trust,  to  pollute  the  soil  of  Italy 
with  his  presence.  Meanwhile,  the  Neapohtan  people  have  treated  bim  as  a  nuU 
litj.  The  question  of  annexatioii  to  Piedmont  was  referred  to  the  suffragee  of  the 
Neapolitans  and  Sicilian  a,  and  has  been  almost  unanimously  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Victor  Emmanuel  has  accepted  the  crovm  thus  tendered  to  him,  and  made  his 
triumphal  entry  into  Naples  on  the  8th  of  November,  aocompanied  by  Garibaldi, 
amid  tbe  enthusiastic  shouts  of  his  new  subjects.  The  interview  between  the  King 
and  the  Liberator,  inTolving,  as  it  Tirtually  did,  the  transfer  of  an  empire  by  its 
conqueror  to  its  elected  king,  was  characterized  by  simple  dignity  and  unaffected 
feeling  on  both  eddee,  and  will  figure  in  history  as  one  of  tbe  most  striking  scenes 
of  modem  days.  On  the  formal  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  vot«,  and  the 
acceptance  ol  the  proposed  kingdom  by  Victor  Emmanuel  on  the  8th  ult.,  the 
anthcrity  of  tlie  liictator  and  his  ministers  ceased.  On  tbe  following  morning 
Garibaldi  quitted  Naples  for  his  own  home,  the  little  island  of  Caprera,  between 
Cotsica  and  Sardinia,  of  which  Garibaldi  and  his  immediate  followers  are  the  only 
inhabitanla.    Beftare  his  departure,  he  issued  a  spirit'Stirring  address  to  his  fellow- 
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3meiit  in  preparing  for  the  impending 

DBte  the  freedom  ukd  independence  of 

■    ■  ■  nbeantifal  hat- 

_,  „,_ „ ^ , ^,  _  _  linintews 

and  his  self-demal,  are  not  snrpaeeed — have,  indeed,  been  rarelj  eqn&lled- 
history  of  the  wrald.  There  have  been  other  cbampiona  of  freedom,  who,  though 
conferring  inestimable  benefits  on  their  fellow-men,  iiaTe  yet  shown  clearly  that 
their  own  characters  were  "  of  the  earth,  earthy;"  and  that  the  love  of  power,  or  of 
fame,  haa  mingled  largely  with  their  patj-iotism.  But  the  fihield  of  the  Sicilian 
Liberator  is  spotless.  His  whole  career  exhibits  an  eiampQe  of  lofty  integrity,  un- 
tarnished by  any  alloy  of  baser  motivea  or  Biniater  methods ;  while  hia  retiremenl 
from  office — poor  aa  he  entered  upon  it— to  his  island  farm  and  primitive  hcone- 
stead,  is  well  fitted  to  teach  a  leaon  of  unaffected  and  nnOBtentatious  diaintereated- 
ness,  pre-eminently  needed  in  our  day. 

Shortly  before  hie  abdication  of  the  office  of  Dictator,  this  truly  great  man  jao- 
claimed  absolute  liberty  of  conscience  in  the  Neapolitan  dominions.  He  preBented 
the  Englieh  cobny  at  Naples  with  the  ground  necessary  for  building  a  noteetaot 
chapel ;  and  when  the  bigoted  municipali^  offered  some  remonstrancee,  he 
repUed  with  warmth,  "  The  English  do  enough  for  us  ;  the  least  we  can  do  for 
them,  is  to  give  them  the  means  of  praying  to  God  in  their  own  fashion." 

We  are  dehghted  to  leaiu  that  the  friends  of  a  free  Bible  and  a  free  Gioepel  an 
availing  themselvea  of  the  "  wide  door  and  effectual "  which  is  now  opened  in  Italj 
for  the  extension  of  the  Kedeemer's  cause.  A  new  laige  type  edition  of  the  Italiao 
New  Testament  has  just  issued  from  the  Waldendan  printing  press  in  Turin, — the 
first  edition  of  the  fttiteatant  Scriptnres  ever  printed  in  Piedmont.  ^  The  funds 
for  this  purpose  were  chiefly  supplied  hy  a  joint  donation  from  the  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow  Bible  Societies.  The  BrftiBh  and  Forei^  Bible  Society  has  twenty-four 
colporteurs  employed  in  Italy ;  the  Edinburgh  Bible  Society  has  eight  ,■  others  are 
employed  by  tie  Vaudois  Bible  and  Tract  Society,  and  by  the  Italian  Sodetj  at 
Geneva  ;  and  the  accounts  which  are  received  of  their  suoc«sb  in  circulating  copies 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  of  the  most  cheering  kind.  An  evangelist  has  also 
been  sent  to  Sicily,  who  is  to  be  supported  by  that  generous  friend  of  every  good 
cause,  John  Henderson,  Esq.  of  Park. 

The  Fope  is  reduced  to  great  etraits.  His  temporal  authority  is  now  limited  t« 
the  city  w  Rome,  and  a  small  strip  of  territory  around  it.  All  the  rest  of  tie 
Stat«s  of  the  Church  have  been  wrested  from  hu  tyrannical  and  oppreesiTe  sway. 
In  compliance  with  the  urgent  request  of  the  Hubjecta  of  the  triple  crown,  vio 
were  in  terror  lest  the  horrid  massacres  of  Perugia  should  be  repeated,  the  Pied- 
montese  Glovemment  sent  a  strong  army  across  the  frontier ;  and  in  the  short  space 
of  fifteen  days,  the  Papal  mereenariea  (Irish  included)  were  totally  defeated  at 
Caatelfldardo ;  the  fortress  of  Ancona  was  captured,  along  with  the  remnant  of  the 
Papal  army,  andite  general,  Lamorioiferej'and  the  Roman  States  virtually  annexed 
to  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  The  report  which  the  defeated  general  has  sent  to  his 
superiors,  accounting  for  these  disasters,  gives  a  most  disgraceful  narrative  o( 
official  peculation  and  imbecihty,  and  presents  a  moat  instructivs  picture  of  the 
ruinous  effects  of  Papal  government  on  the  wellbeing  of  its  subjects. 

To  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  Roman  Pontiff,  bis  exchequer  is  empty ;  and  his 
Prime  Minister,  Cardinal  Antonelli,  has  been  compelled  to  issue  a  circulij  letter  for 
the  collection  of  "  St  Peter's  pence."  This  attempt  to  replenish  the  Papal  treasury 
has  met  with  the  decid«i  disapprobation  of  Louis  Napoleon  ;  and  M.  Billault,  the 
French  Minister  of  the.  Interior,  haa  sent  out  a  circular,  declaring  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  permit  the  formation  of  committees  and  associatione  for  the  collec- 
tion of  this  tribute — characterizing  such  associations  as  a  violation  of  the  laws,  and 
-  desiring  the  prefects  of  departments  to  warn  the  organiiera  and  members  of  these 
committees  to  dissolve,  and  that,  failing  to  do  so,  they  will  expose  themselves  to  the 
penalties  decreed  by  the  law.  A  similar  notification  has'  been  issued  both  by  the 
Belgian  and  the  Portuguese  Govammente.  Austria  is  in  a  state  of  beggary,  and 
has  nothing  to  give ;  so  that,  unless  the  English  and  Irish  Romanists  respond 
liberally  to  the  Pope's  pathetic  appeal  to  the  pockets  of  the  faithful,  there  is  every 
probability  that  the  red  hat  which  haa  been  sent  roimd  will  return  empty. 
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EELIGIOUS  PEB8ECUTI0N  IN  SPAIN. 

The  feelings  of  the  Protestant  world  have  again  been  shocked  by  intelligence  of  a 
fresh  outto^ak  of  Popieh  intolerance  and  peiBecution.  It  has  been  directed  againet 
Bome  excellent  personB  who  have  been  guilty  of  no  crime  but  that  of  circulating  the 
Scriptures,  the  principal  euifereiB,  in  the  fint  instance,  being  two  individuals, 
Hanucl  MatamoroB  oi  Barcelona,  and  Jo6e  Alhama  of  Granada.  The  immediate 
occasion  was  the  convendon  of  a  young  prieet  of  the  name  of  Alonzo,  in  Granada. 
His  "  apoetasj,"  as  it  is  called,  nmsed  the  indignation  of  parties,  &nd  led  to  various 
steps  of  more  or  less  severity  against  a  umnber  of  Fioteetanta.  An  idea  of  the  case 
ma;  best  be  obtained  from  an  extract  of  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  England,  from 
Manuel  Matamoros : — 

Prison,  Barcelona,  OcL  IT,  1S60, 

Bespected  and  terj  dear  Brother  in  Jesus  Christ, — I  have  received  with  sincerest 
joj  jonr  kind  letter  of  the  9tb,  which  afibrded  me  infinite  comfort  in  this  hoose  of  niis- 
rortone.  The  same  daj  on  which  ;ou  were  so  good  aa  to  vrile  me — the  9th  inst.~at 
Kren  o'clock  in  the  moming,  I  was  arrested  for  (be  single  crime  of  being  a  Chrisiian, 
Bud  loring  in;  fellow-men  so  well  as  to  desire  that  they  also  should  know  the  Lord 
Jents,  bj  whom  alone  ihey  can  Fie  saved,  A  charge  laid  against  tne  in  Granada 
indnoed  the  civil  governor  or  that  city  to  send  a  telegraphic  order  to  the  governor  of 
this  place  for  my  arrest,  and  also  for  the  minnte  examination  of  my  hoase,  etc.  After  a 
mofl  rigorons  and  tyrannical  search,  there  was  found  in  my  possession  a  packet  of 
letten  and  papers  from  several  places  in  Spain,  and  certain  other  docnments,  which 
compromised  me  to  a  considerable  degree.  I  was  bronght  to  this  prison  and  kept  for 
eight  dajs  in  a  sad  and  terrible  solitary  confinement.  After  two  examinations  befors 
the  whole  tribunal  I  was  relieved  from  my  solitnde — ihat  is  to  say,  I  am  now  confined 
with  criminals  1  I  gave  my  answers  without  coufesaing  anything  (so  as  not  lo  iovotvc 
others),  except  my  faith :  that  faith  which  shall  save  me  when  the  One  Supreme  Judge 
thiUsitnpon  His  throne. 

At  tUs  stage  of  my  examination  a  eingolar  episode  occurred :  the  magigtralaB  believed 
that  I  should  deny  my  faith,  and  that  the  sight  of  the  enemies  of  Christ  and  my  tyrants 

woDldoierwhelm  me  1  but  they  were  mistt^en.  The  questions  and  answers  were  as 
foUow:- 

QaMun .'  Do  yon  profess  the  Catholic  Apostolic  Soman  Faith ;  and,  if  not.  what 
religion  do  yon  profess  7  Annner .-  My  religion  is  that  of  Jesus  Christ — my  rule  of 
faith  is  the  Word  of  God,  or  Holy  Bible,  which,  without  a  word  altered,  eoitailed,  or 
added,  is  the  basis  of  my  belief;  and  in  this  I  am  confirmed  by  the  last  few  sentences 
or  the  Apocalypse,  and  the  many  distinct  charges  of  the  apostles  in  their  epistles.  The 
Koman  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church  not  being  based  npon  these  principles,  I  do  not 
believe  in  her  dogmas,  and  still  less  do  I  obey  her  in  practice.  The  tribunal  appeared 
aBlonished  at  these  words,  and  the  judge  said  to  me,  "  Do  yon  know  what  yon  ore  eaj'- 
ingf "  "Yes,  Sir,"  I  replied  in  a  firm  voice,  "I  cannot  deny  it ;  I  have  put  my  hand 
to  the  plough,  and  I  dare  not  look  back."    The  jndge  was  silent,  and  the  tribunal  rose. 

Nothing,  dear  brother,  alarms  me  for  myself,  but  I  do  grieve  over  the  arrests  which 
hive  been  made  (both  before  and  since  mine  took  place)  in  vanous  parts  of  Andalusia. 
Oh  I  they  will  injure  worthy  Christian  people,  honoured  fathers,  and  virtuous  sons  I 
Alas  t  this  oversets  my  tranquillity  of  mind,  and  I  shall  not  recover  it  for  many  days  1 
And  again,  my  dear  old  mother,  with  my  two  little  brothers,  are  left  hIodb  in  this 
strange  town.    Thus  my  position  is  very  trying ;  I  safiter,  yes,  I  snffer  much. 

The  case  has  ensaged  the  attention  of  both  the  French  and  English  branches  of 
the  Evangelical  Afliance.  Deputations  also,  representing  various  religious  societies, 
have  waited  upon  the  Government  of  this  country,  and  it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped 
that  public  feeling  (as  suggested  by  Lord  John  Bussell),  as  well  as  direct  Govern-' 
ment  influence,  will  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  matter.  How  long  are  religion 
and  humanity  alike  to  be  outraged  by  such  disgraceftil  instances  of  tyranny  and 
oppreasion  ? 
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opention  long  before  that  morement  took  place.  'SertsOt^en,  these  Revivals  ion 
tended  to  direct  attention  more  Kenerallf  to  them,  and  hare,  both  directly  and  in- 
directly, contribnted  to  tbeir  furtherance  and  enlargement.  At  the  ammal  meetiDg 
of  tba  Edmborgh  CitjHiiBon  last  month,  both  in  cxinnection  with  the  Report  of  the 
Saperintendent  and  the  apeetdiea  deUtared  on  the  occasion,  this  was  made  anffi- 
ciently  plain.  The  Beriviu  iiiov«inent  had  penetrated  into  many  of  those  disbidt 
which  iLe  Citf  Hiaeion  embraces,  and  serred  to  bring  ont  before  the  view  of  tk 
Chiiatian  pnbUc,  more  vividly  than  before,  the  presnii^  neceaaitia!  of  the  poorer 
and  more  degraded  clanee.  To  the  honour  of  the  DirectoTB  and  agents  of  tk 
Hi«ion,  it  must  be  recotded  that  they  did  not  shrink  £rom  this  additional  call  apon 
their  efforts,  but  promptly  accqited  the  new  reBpondbilitj,  and  net  themselses  to 
meet,  as  beat  they  might,  the  new  demand.  1^  labouri  of  their  agents  were  re- 
doubled, and  what«ver  help  eould  be  voachaafed  to  clear  the  way  for  the  more 
destitute  attonding  church,  prayer-meetiiigB,  etc.,  by  providing  them  with  copiei 
of  the  Scriptures,  with  decient  clothing,  and  other  neceMaria,  was,  as  tar  as  dm- 
Bible,  cheenuUj  done.  As  a  conseqnraice  of  this,  a  coneiderahle  number  have  Men 
Jed  to  attend  to  reli^us  duties,  to  which  t^ey  had  been  before  either  uUa 
Btrangers,  or  which  Uiey  had  for  a  long  period  entirely  n^leeted.  Thae  it  do 
form  ol  ChriBtian  philanthropy  moie  important  thsji  Ihia,  and  no  sjJiere  oE  il> 
operation  more  likely  to  yield  immediate  and  precious  fruit.  It  is  sad  to  think  tbi 
the  Society's  opecat^ons  shoold  be  limited  for  want  of  sufficient  funds,  and  it  is  t) 
be  hoped  that,  after  the  eihibitiens  <^  the  case  recently  given,  theee  fnnila  viD 
be  supplied  by  the  Christian  public  on  a  much  moie  liberal  scale. 

The  Scottaah  Coast  Mission  (another  important  form  of  home  missionary  wort) 
also  had  its  annnal  meeting  ]aBt  month,  when  a  very  gratifying  report  was  sob- 
roitted  by  the  secretAry.    The  report  stated  that  the  MiMdon  was  instituted  on  ll)^  ' 
18th  October  1852,  and  that  the  objects  wWch  its  originators  had  chiefly  in  "«. 
were  the  religious,  iatellectQal,  and  social  im^avvement  of  the  seafaring  popniitioii 
on.  the  east  coast  of  Scotland.    After  referring  in  terms  of  gratification  to  'Hit  in- 
flneuce  i^  the  Revival  upon  many  of  the  sailors  and  fidiermen  of  the  coti^t,  tk 
Directors  state  that  during  the  past  year  five  new  stations — at  Bnckhaven,  Larp, 
Kirkcaldy,  AbbotshaU,  ana  Kiugsbants — had  been  opened,  making  twenty-ni  in 
all,  and  that  the  number  of  the  Socie^'s  misionaries  was  now  nine.    Detub  *ere  I 
given  of  the  beneficial  TeButta  ol  the  operations  of  the  miseionariee  at  meat  of  tke  | 
twenty-six  stations.    Dr  Dunkp,  the  treasurer,  read  a  statement  of  the  fande,  to  | 
the  effect  that  at  the  present  date  the  income,  by  contributions  and  otbervise,  I 
amounted  to  L.727,  and  the  balance  in  hand,  to  carry  on  operations,  waaL.^98; 
The  meeting  was  attended  by  Lientenant  Palmer,  of  H.M.'s  ship  the  "  Edinburgb, 
who  testified  to  the  g^t  formation  which  had  been  effected  among  the  Ne*- 
ha?en  fishermen  within  the  past  year  or  so,  and  stated  that  a  prayer-meetJi* 
attended  br  between  eighty  and  a  hundred,  waa  held  almoet  every  night  on  hosn 
the  "  Edinburgh."     He  had  only  been  aiiteen  years  in  the  service,  but  he  reed- 
lected  when  little  but  swearing  and  blasphemy  waa  heard  in  R.H-'s  ships,  and  bhu 
a  thing  as  holding  a  prayer-meeting  on  board  wocild  have  been  imposaible ;  but  be 
was  happy  to  say  that  this  state  of  things  was  now  altered.     They  had  got  quite  ' 
different  set  both  of  officers  and  men,  and  he  could  mention  fourteen  ^ps  of  w 
line,  in  which,  to  his  own  knowledge,  prayer-meetings  were  regularly  held. 

This  is  most  gratifying  intelligence,  and  loudly  caUh  to  unabated  exertion  OD  °^ 
half  of  this  interesting  class  of  our  countrymen,  as  well  as  thanksgiving  to  9''f!j 
what  he  has  abeady  wrought.  May  He  continue  to  extend  and  eetabli^  this  "(^ 
of  Hishandl 


PROPOSED  WEEK  OF  SPECIAL  PRATER  IN  1861. 

"The  recwit  HissionaTy  Conference  at  Liverpool  directed  their  ^t^'^^^*"' J?"^ 
above  subject,  and  expressed  thdr  earnest  hope  that '  the  whole  Chnrch  of  u^ 
throughout  tlie  whcJe  world '  would  set  apart  a  week  for  special  prayer  "^  '^  "^ 
ginning  of  next  year ;  and  the  promoters  of  the  Conference  have  ctanmuiucsW 
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tlieir  dffiire  Uiat  the  ETsogdicftl  Alliaiioe  vould  pa«pai«  and  iasue  an  mvitatioii  to 
this  effect.  A  smilar  -wish  has  been  expreeaed  by  tne  Lodiana  missionaries.  The 
Committee  of  the  Alliance  cannot  hedtate  for  a  moment  to  imdertEJce  tbe  dnty  to 
which  thef  are  thus  called,  and  they  do  it  the  more  readily  aiuoe  it  !a  so  entirely  in 
accordance  with  their  antecedBnt  practice." 

la  accoidanoe  witb  the  above  resolution,  the  Committee  of  the  Evangelical  ALi- 
auce  have  isened  an  appeal  on  the  subject.  We  give  tliat  part  of  their  circular  in 
vhich  their  nxire  de&oite  soggestions  are  cont^ned,  in  the  nope  tliat  these  suggee- 
ttouB  will  be  voy  generally  carried  into  efiect. 

It  is  propoiied  that  the  eight  days,  from  Sunday,  January  6th,  to  Sunday,  Janu- 
KTj  13th,  inclueive,  1861,  snould  be  observed  as  a  season  ttf  special  supplication. 
This  would  leave  the  first  few  days  of  the  year  free  for  other  engagements,  to  which, 
in  many  cases,  eapeciaUy  on  the  Continent,  they  have  long  been  devoted ;  and  the 
commMiceinent  on  the  Lord's-day  woidd  afford  paatoTB  and  teachers  an  opportunity 
of  urging  the  privilege  of  united  prayer. 

With  a  view  to  give  Bomething  of  precision  and  agreement  to  our  worship,  the 
following  Hobjecta  are  guggested  for  thoiwht,  prayer,  and  eihortation,  day  by  day : — 
Stmday,  January  6tk.  The  promise  of  the  Holy  Spirit.— 7iA.  Humble  cohfeaaiott 
of  an,  and  prayer  for  an  especial  bleesing  on  all  the  services  of  the  week,  sjid  the 
proiDotion  of  brotherly-kindness  among  ^  those  who  love  the  Lord  Jesiia  Christ  in 
sincerity.- — Slh.  The  attainment  of  a  higher  standard  of  holiness  by  the  children 
ci  God. — 9th.  A  large  increase  of  true  conversions,  especially  in  the  families  of  ' 
believers. — lOrt.  The  free  circulation  of  the  word  of  God,  and  a  blessing  upon 
Chrialiaii  lil«rature. — 1 1(4.  A  large  outponring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  all  bishops, 
pastors,  and  elders  of  the  churches,  upon  all  seminaries  of  Christian  learning,  and 
upon  ev»7  Protestant  miaaioaary  among  Jews  or  Gentiles,  upon  the  converts  of  his 

etation,  ^td  upon  his  field  of   labour. — 12th,  The  speedy  overthrow  of  all  falsa 

rehgbns,  and  the  fuH  accomplishment  of  the  prayer,  "  Thy  kingdom  come." — 13iA. 

Tbuik^ving  for  past  revival ;  and  Che  enforcement  of  the  solemn  responsibility 

resting  on  every  Christian  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  making  known  the  name  of  the 

Lord  JesQs  at  home  and  abroad.    Uissionary  sermons. 

TOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  INSTITUTES. 

These  are  comparatively  recent  features  of  our  large  towns,  but  they  meet  a  very 
obvioufl  and  important  want  of  the  times.  For  young  men  belonging  to  cities  where 
there  are  so  many  temptations  and  snares  on  every  side  of  them,  uiey  furuish  the 
means  of  spending  their  leisure  time  in  a  manner  which  is  both  safe  and  profitable ; 
while  to  those  who,  leaving  the  guardian  core  of  their  parents  and  the  quiet  pro- 
tection of  their  father's  house  in  country  districts,  and  coming  for  the  first  time  to 
dtiea  for  employment,  Uiey  are  invaluable,  as  offering  them  the  means  o£  strength- 
ening -themselves  agiunst  temptation,  and  surrounduig  themselves  with  Christian 
influences  in  the  reir  beginning  of  theur  way.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the 
amount  of  good  wWch  they  are  calculated  to  do,  and  which  they  have  already  done, 
in  this  respect.  For  the  most  part  they  have  connected  with  them  a  comfortable 
readine-Toom,  where  the  better  class  of  newspapers  and  maga^nes  are  furnished, 
white  we  popular  lectures  on  Uterair  and  sdentific  subjects  which  are  statedly  or 
occamonaUy  delivered  are  a  means  of  pleasant  eicitcment  combined  with  healthfu! 
instruction.  The  Edinburgh  Institute  has  done  much  in  this  way,  and  is  holding 
on  in  ita  course  with  a  zeal  and  enei^  which  deserve  well  of  the  public.  It  can- 
not be  too  strongly  impressed  upon  young  men,  especially  those  from  the  country, 
to  connect  themselves  with  such  Institutes  on  their  first  coming  to  town ;  and  it 
should  be  the  studied  care  of-  ministers  and  guardians  to  fumi^  such  young  men 
with  letters  of  introduction  to  the  of&ce-bearers  of  such  societies,  on  their  leaving 
home,  and  to  impress  upon  them  the  pro}ptety  of  making  use  of  these  without  any 
delay.  In  Glasgow  a  similar  institution  exists,  and  similar  advantages  are  provided. 
The  offices  in  Edinbui^  are  at  No.  73,  Adam  Square,  where  the  secretary  can 
be  oommunicated  with,  and  proepectases  ot  the  lectures,  olaseea,  etc,  of  the  Insti- 
tatioA  may  be  obtained. 
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TRICENTENARY  OF  THE  REFORMATION. 

The  20th  of  last  moctb,  bringingroand  aa  it  did  the  three -huDdredth  onalTerGsry 
of  Scotland's  Reformation  from  Popery,  was  a  "high  day"  with  all  the  Protestaat 
cmnmnoiom ;  which  ig  equal  to  eaTing,  with  nearly  the  whole  population  of  the 
land.  After  the  frequency  and  fuhiesB  with  which  the  matter  tu«  been  diBCusaed 
during  the  last  six  months,  and  especially  on  the  au^pioioua  day  to  which  we  hare 
referred,  it  is  not  necessary  to  do  anything  more  here  than  simply  to  chronicle  the 
fact  that  the  celebration  was  on  a  scab,  and,  for  the  moat  part,  in  a  spirit  worthy 
of  the  occasion.  In  Edinbiu^h  this  waa  the  case  in  an  eminent  decree,  aa  was 
befitting  the  metropolis  of  the  country,  and  the  scene  where  the  fiist  Reformed 
A^aembly  waa  held.  The  ahope  were,  for  the  most  part,  ckeed  ;  and  the  great 
proportion  of  the  churches  were  open  for  service  daring  some  part  of  the  day, 
while  aggregate  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  city  were  held  in  tie  evening.  The 
attendance  was  in  most  inatancee  exceedingly  good,  and  the  people  liatened  with 
fixed  attention  to  the  various  addressea.  Betting  forth  the  deplorable  state  of  the 
Chnroh  p^vions  to  the  Reformation — the  organic  evila  and  errors  of  Popery,  and 
the  manifold  bleminga  which  oar  deliverance  from  it  has  brought  in  its  train.  In 
GUsgow,  similar  meetings  were  held.  One  in  the  City  Hall,  in  the  evening,  wu 
specially  numerous  and  successful.  The  great  event  had  its  leaser  echoes  through 
every  town  and  hamlet  of  Scotland  ;  and  we  doubt  not  the  reeolt  of  the  whole  will 
be  to  deepen  the  general  sense  of  the  valne  of  the  event  cummemorsted,  to  quicken 
a  feeling  of  gratitude  to  God  in  connection  with  it,  and  to  stimulate  to  a  more 
decidedly  consistent  Protestant  walk  as  "  children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day,  anil 
not  of  night  and  of  darkness,"  exhibiting  not  more  the  truth  than  the  love  of  the 
"  gbrious  Gcqiel  of  the  blessed  God." 

GREAT  EEVITAL  IN  JAMAICA. 

Just  as  the  churches  at  home  are  giving  thanks  to  God  for  the  outpouring  of  His 
Spirit  in  more  than  usual  abundance,  they  are  greeted  with  intelligence  of  a  similar 
and  very  general  revival  in  Jamaica  and  adjacent  islands.  On  the  3d  of  last  mmth, 
letters  were  received  by  our  respected  Foreign  Mission  Secretary,  conveying  the 
pleasing  intelligence  that  such  was  the  fact.  These  lett«rE  were  read  to  the  Committee 
on  Forei^  Missions,  and  such  was  the  impression  produced  that  immediately  thej 
engaged  m  prayer  and  praise  to  God  for  these  signal  manifestations  of  His  grace.  The 
Revival  commenced  in  the  southern  and  western  parts  of  Janmica,  and  was  rapidly  ex- 
tending over  the  whole  island.  From  Lucea  also  there  are  most  interesting  accounts. 
The  details  are  given  in  the  MisiionaTy  Record  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
for  this  month,  to  which  we  beg  to  refer  our  readers.  We  content  ourselves  with 
simply  chrenicbng  the  fact,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Chureh  at  home  will 
abound  in  prayer  to  the  God  of  all  grace,  to  gtude  the  minds  of  His  servants  and 
people  in  these  western  islands  aright,  in  this  crisis  of  their  history,  so  that  through 
their  instninientallty  the  work  may  be  conducted  to  a  great  and  prosperous  issue. 
This  is  all  the  more  necessary,  that,  in  addition  to  the  perils  with  which  a  revivd 
movement  is  everywhere  beset,  there  are  special  dangers  in  this  case  peculiar  to  the 
colony.  We  quote  the  following  from  the  letter  of  one  who  is  eminently  qualified 
to  speak  on  Uie  subject ;  "  Let  me  suggest  that  the  whole  United  Presbyterian 
Church  be  earnestly  invited  to  be  mu(£  in  prayer  for  their  churches  in  Jamaica, 
that  thisawakeningmay  be  guided  aright  by  the  Spirit  of  God;  for  there  are  break- 
ers ahead  which  may  ruin,  or  at  least  mar  it,  in  the  old  American  Baptist  errora 
about  the  Spirit's  work,  and  the  old  African  superstition  of  tbe  Mial  influence,  which 
has  before  now  strangely  blended  with  the  other,  and  wrought  much  evil  in  that 
colony.  If  this  revival  escapee  these  dangers,  it  will  be  proved  to  be  tiie  work  of 
God's  own  Spirit.  But  we  kiow  that  there  is  one  who  '  transforms  himself  into  an 
angel  of  light  to  deceive,'  and  against  hA  tdl  need  to  be  on  their  guard." 
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THE  CHRISTIAN'S  ESTATE  :  A  SERMON. 

BT  TH£  REV.  JOHN  C.  JACKSON,  COLINSBDEOH. 
"  All  lUngB  an  TCnm;  whether  Paul,  or  ApoUoi,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  deatii. 
nr  tuiage  preeent.  or  thiugi  to  oome'i  all  are  jonre ;  and  je  are  Chriit'E  {  and  Chiiat  is  Qod'B." 
-1  Coa.  Si.  21-23. 

Wheh  the  devil  tempted  our  Lord,  in  order  to  awaken  a  worldly  stnbition 
in  His  pare  heart,  he  took  Him  to  the  eummit  of  a  lofly  mountain,  and 
showed  Him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glorjr  of  them;  but 
lo  extinguieh  worldly  ambition  by  the  saUsfaction  of  our  noblest  deeireBi 
and  calm  the  agitBtione  of  passion  in  life's  brief  struggle,  the  Spirit  of  God 
invites  m  to  ascend  a  loftier  mount  of  visi<Mi,  and,  showing  us  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  all  its  glory,  declares  all  to  be  oars  if  we  are  Christ's.  If 
Cliristians  realized  their  condition,  and  looked  out  with  the  open  eye  of 
faitli  upon  their  inheritance,  there  would  be  fewer  heart-burnings  and  less 
luixiety  among  them,  and  theirs  «vould  be  the  "  merry  heart  which  doeth 
good  like  a  medicine."  The  abundance  of  their  riches  would  till  up  the 
void  they  vainly  seek  in  worldly  interests  to  satisfy,  as  the  sea's  great  flood 
fills  up  all  the  cavities  which  lie  beneath  its  level  eur&ce. 

In  our  text  we  find  the  Christian's  portion,  and  his  title  to  it.  It  is  of 
prime  importance  that  the  title  should  be  sound ;  so  we  shall  first  investigate 
it,  and  then  survey  the  estate  it  confers. 

I.  The  Christian's  title  to  his  estate  is  derived  from  his  union  with 
Christ     Ye  are  Christ's ;  therefore  all  things  are  yours,  for  Christ  is  God's. 

This  union  is  formed  on  our  part  by  faith  in  Him,  for  Christ  "  dwells  in 
the  heart  by  faith,"  and  is  preserved  by  persevering  in  the  feilh,  for  "  if  that 
Thich  ye  bare  heard  from  the  beginning  remtun  in  you,  ye  also  shall  con- 
tiane  in  the  Son  ;"  and  is  formed,  on  His  part,  hy  a  free  choice,  as  He  says, 
"Ye  have  not  chosen  Me,  but  I  have  chosen  you,"  and  by  the  infusion  of 
His  Holy  Spirit's  energy,  for  "if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he 
18  none  of  His."  It  is  a  union  of  heart,  so  that  the  same  mind  which  is  in 
Christ  is  in  us  also  ;  and  of  condition,  by  which  our  sin  and  poverty  become 
His  who  was  made  uu  for  us,  and  for  our  sakes  became  poor,  and  His 
nches  and  righteousness  become  ours,  who  are  made  the  righteousness  of 
Gai  in  Him.  The  relation  of  a  wife  to  her  husband,  perhaps,  most  clearly 
illustrates  that  of  believers  in  Christ.  As  husband  and  wife  are  viewed 
■•ti  one  in  law,  so  that  possessions  and  obligations  are  common  to  both, 

NO.  II„  VOL.  v.,  NEW  SERIES. — FEBBCABT  IBfll.  D 


.  ^.oo^Ie 


50  THE  CHBIBTIAN'S  ESTATE  : 

flo  Christiaita  are,  in  view  of  the  DiviDe  law,  one  with  Christ,  who  is  Head 
of  the  Charch,  ae  the  hosband  is  of  the  wife.  Christians  are  so  idenlj- 
fied  with  Christ,  that  whatever  is  done  to  them  is  done  to  Bim ;  and  at 
the  day  of  judgment  He  will  say  to  such  as  have  act«d  kindly  to  His  people, 
"  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  My  brethren, 
ye  did  it  unto  Me."  This  union  between  Christ  and  the  Church  is  one  of  the 
great  mysteries  which  the  Gospel  unveils,  the  inner  bond  of  which  is  known 
only  by  Christian  experience,  and  the  result  of  which  ia  union  with  God, 
for  "  Christ  is  God's." 

"  I  and  My  Father  are  one,"  is  an  annonncement  of  unity  of  purpose, 
springing  from  unity  of  nature  and  resemblance  of  character.  Christ  is 
one^with  the  Father,  as  God  the  second  person  of  the  blessed  Trinity,  and 
as  man  the  perfect  image  of  God  in  humanity.  He  is  God's  righteous 
servant  and  well-beloved  Son.  Bo  intimate  is  this  union,  that  the  works  of 
God  and  of  Christ  are  identified  in  the  declaration,  "  My  Father  worketh 
hitherto,  and  I  work  j"  and  all  God's  fulness  belongs  to  Christ,  who  says, 
'  "  All  things  that  the  Father  hatit  are  Mine."  This  close  union  of  the 
Father  and  the  Son  is  another  of  the  great  mysteries  which  the  Gospel  un- 
Teils,  one  result  of  «*ich  is  the  Christian's  right  to  all  things.  For  they 
who  are  in  Christ'are  thus  made  one  with  God  the  Father,  and  acquire  an 
interest  in  all  tfieir  Father's  estate.  But  our  heavenly  Father  is  the  Pro- 
prietor, Bustainer,  and  Ruler  of  the  universe,  therefore  all  things  in  it  are  our 
G-tion.  "  All  things  are  ours,  if  we  are  Christ's,  for  Christ  is  God's." 
is  is  the  strong  and  valid  title  of  the  Christian's  estate. 

II.  Let  us  now  go  out  and  survey  the  large  estate  to  which  it  gives  a 
right — the  Christian's  possession.  A  Christian  friend  onoe  visited  a  wealthy 
acqufuntance  at  his  country  residence.  He  was  taken  to  the  roof  of  the 
house,  that  he  migh't  see  and  admire  his  host's  beautiful  and  extensive  estate  ; 
and  a  conversation  somewhat  like  the  following  took  place  : — Pointing  in 
one  direction,  his  entertaioer  asked  him  to  observe  tJie  luxuriant  woods, 
which  stretched  awaj  toward  the  hills,  and  told  bim,  "  All  that  is  mine." 
Turning  to  another  point,  he  bade  him  mark  the  fertile  fields,  and  the  com- 
fortable farm-houses  which  studded  the  level  country,  and  said,  "All  this 
is  mine."  Then,  in  the  fulness  of  his  [wide,  sweeping  his  hand  round,  be 
exclaimed,  "All  yon  see,  from  the  hills  to  the  sea,  all  is  my  property." 
His  friend  paused,  and  then  pointing  to  a  little  village,  which  lay  peace- 
fully within  the  rich  man's  wide  domain,  said,  "  Do  you  see  that  small 
red-tiled  cottage  near  the  village  T  There  lives  in  that  house  one  who 
can  say  more  than  you  can."  "What  can  be  say t"  asked  the  proprietor. 
"  Well,  he  can  eay,  '  All  things  are  mine,  for  I  am  Christ's.' "  This  strange 
expression  is  yet  the  statement  of  a  plain  truth ;  lor  though  the  Christian 
may  be  meanly  clad,  though  he  may  be  earning  a  scanty  livelihood,  and  is 
unable  to  call  a  foot  of  earth  his  property,  lie  really  possesses  an  estate  so 
extensive  and  valuable,  thai  the  richest  worldling,  whose  heart  swells  with 
pride  as  he  counts  his  gains,  or  surveys  his  lands,  is  poor  in  comparison 
with  him.  You  may  remember  the  singular  contrast  which  the  Apostle 
draws  between  his  apparent  and  neai  condition,  when  be  speaks  of  himself 
as  poor,  yet  m^ing  many  rich;  as  sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing;  as 
having  nothing,  yet  possessing  all  things.  All  things  are  yours,  if  ye  are 
Christ's,  for  you  have  an  interest  in  all  your  Father's  universe,  and  all  in  it 
is  for  your  use,  and  is  employed  tor  your  advantage.  This,  I  think,  is  pos- 
session in  the  highest  sense  in  which  it  is  possible  for  a  creature  to  possess 
anything  under  Him  who  is  the  sole  absolute  Proprietor ;  and  no  man  can 
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have  more  than  wa  interest  in  all,  and  the  rightful  um  of  ereiything  needtul 
for  his  true  wel&re.  The  Church  and  the  world  are  yours  ;  life  is  jovitb, 
and  death  iejoor  Berrant.  The  present  time  does  not  limit  jour  possession  a  ; 
they  stretch  forward  into  eternity.  Things  present,  tuid  tluDgs  to  come,  are 
included  in  the  ample  portion. 

1.  All  things  in  the  Churoh  are  yours,  for  you  have  an  interest  in  alt  its 
members,  and  their  gilU  and  graces  are  given  for  your  use  and  advantage. 
It  is  with  a  nobler  feeling  thaa  pride  that  we  read  of  the  exploits  of  our 
countrymen — of  their  court^e,  generosity,  and  enterprise — and  say,  with 
soma  emotion,  "  These  are  my  fellow-countrymen,"  But,  by  a  real  spiritual 
onion,  Christians  are  connected  with  all  the  truly  good  and  excellent  who 
hsre  ever  lived.  TfaeyAnd  we  are  one  in  Christ,  and  to  all  thdr  labours 
and  efforts  wa  are  entitled.  Inspired  men  have  taught,  great  men  laboured, 
and  boly  men  prayed  and  suffered  for  ns.  Ours  is  the  gtorions  company  of 
tbe  apostles,  for  tliey  are  our  brethren,  and,  for  our  sake  who  should  believe, 
have  testified  of  the  resurrection.  Paul,  and  ApcJlos,  and  Cephas  are  ours. 
Ours  is  the  noble  choir  of  the  prophets,  who  have  sung  in  highest  strains 
and  spoken  inetured  words  for  our  instruction  and  oonsolation.  Oura  is 
the  boDOurable  band  of  good  and  great  men,  whose  hands  have  written  the 
moving  words,  of  performed  the  deeds  of  righteoueness  and  benevolence,  the 
infloence  of  which  has  reached  the  present  age.  Oura  also  is'  the  great 
army  of  the  martyrs,  who  through  blood  and  fire  have  been  faithful  unto 
death,  that  we  might  reap  in  peace  where  they  sowed  in  sorrow  and  ii 
pain.'  All  these,  in  whom  the  world  faaa  no  speoial  interest,  are  ours,  and 
their  fame,  their  goodness,  and  their  Bufferings,  are  the  Church's  heritage. 

3.  The  world  is  yours.  All  things  the  world  contains  being  the  property 
of  God,  and  nnder  Hia  control.  He  bestows  them  on  those  who  are  His,  in 
such  measure  and  in  such  a  way  as  He  sees  best  for  their  well-being  and 
interests.  It  would  be  equally  easy  for  Infinite  Power  to  fill  with  His 
earthly  treasure  the  lap  of  His  people,  as  to  bestow  on  them  daily  bread, 
which  euBtflins  life  in  labour ;  but  in  kindness  He  commonly  gives  them 
only  a  moderate  portion  c^the  world's  goods,  and  fixes  them  in  that  condi' 
tion — probably  the'  happiest  after  all-^-^for  which  he  prayed  who  said, 
"  Give  me  neither  pov^'ty  nor  riches ;  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  w  i 
me,"  But  though  much  of  the  world's  wealth  may  not  be  assigned  to  God's 
children,  yet,  by  reason  of  their  relation  to  thd  great  Proprietor,  they  have 
an  interest  in  all,  and  that  part  which  Infinite  Wisdom  knows  to  be  best  for 
each  jg  given  for  his  use.  Hence,  looking  abroad  on  the  world,  we  can 
say,  "  We  shall  not  lack  any  good,  for  the  Lord  is  our  God,  and  the  earth 
is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness  thereof."  As  we  gaze  on  the  earth,  laden 
with  its  yellow  crops,  or  clothed  with  its  forests,  we  can  say.  All  tliis  is 
ours  ;  for  aa  the  soil  pours  out  its  abundance,  the  trees  which  adorn  the 
earth  put  on  their  bright  robes;  and  the  hills  which  diversify  its  suriace  have 
been  fashioned  into  their  beautiful  forms  at  the  command  of  onr  God,  that 
we  may  rgoioe  in  His  worka,  which  are  our  heritage.  As  we  gaze  on  the 
broad  sea,  and  reflect  that  w6  are  His  who  holds  its  waters  in  the  hollow  of 
His  hand,  and  by  Hia  breath  gently  ruffles  its  glittering  sur&ce,  or  heaves  its 
rolling  billows  againat  the  shore,  we  can  say,  This  great  and  wide  sea  is 
ours ;  for  us  God  has  made  it  conch  beneath  the  billa^  and  circled  it  with 
its  barriers  of  rock  and  sand.  As  we  look  up  when  the  sun's  rays  flood  the 
world  with  their  bright  radiance  ^nd  cheering  heat,  we  can  say.  That  sun, 
BO  glorious  that  men  have  worshipped  it  as  a  god,  is  ours ;  its  light  is  only 
the  reflection  of  our  Father's  glory ;  for  ua  it  fulfib  its  course  and  shedr 
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anmnd  ita  beams.  And  when  we  gue  np  into  the  erening  sky,  and  see  iu 
Htairy  host  silently  marshalled  on  it«  deep  bine  fields,  we  can  say,  These 
distant  sans,  whose  ra^s  trom  afar  reach  this  earth,  are_bat  points  in  the 
wide  expense  of  our  possession,  lamps  (rod  has  lighted  in  the  universe,  to 
show  the  way  to  His  throne;  and  far  bejond  them  stretches  the  vast  crea- 
tson,  to  whidi,  as  heirs  of  Qod,  we  have  a  title. 

3>  Life  and  death  are  yours.  The  life  of  an  nnehristian  man  is  not  bis 
.own,  but,  like  that  of  a  criminal  under  sentence  of  death,  is  due  to  jusUce; 
and  an  unpardoned  sinner,  like  a  bankniptin  possraaion,  is  only  suffered  by 
pity,  which  restrains  the  hand  of  justice,  to  live  on  this  earth.  But  the 
Cbristian,  redeemed  from  death's  power  and  united  to  the  Lord  of  life,  has 
a  dtle  to  the  life  he  possesses,  and  a  blesnng  upon  its  use.  His  existence 
is  not  the  forfeited  life  of  a  condemned  criminal,  but  of  a  freeman  in  Christ. 
Life,  in  all  its  variety  of  events  as  time  unfolds  its  characters,  is  yours,  if 

Ki  are  Christ's,  for  all  are  designed  for  your  benefit  and  fitted  for  your  nse. 
e  sunshine  which  now  falls  on  your  path  through  the  world,  and  the  dark 
shadows  which  are  thrown  across  it ;  the  joys  which  now  cheer,  and  the 
sorrows  which  sadden  you,  are  all  for  your  benefit,  for  all  things  work  to- 
gether for  good  to  them  that  love  G<M.  Misfortunes,  equally  with  pro- 
sperity, are  valuable  parts  of  your  portion.  It  is  said  that  a  celebrated 
artist,  when  engaged  in  painting  the  dome  of  a  large  hospital,  owed  the  pre- 
servation of  his  life  to  the  friendly  hand  which  efiaced  his  work.  Intently 
gazing  on  the  figures  he  had  painted,  he  nnconsciously  moved  backward 
toward  the  verge  of  the  scafibld  raised  to  bring  faim  to  the  level  of  his  work, 
till  another  movement  would  have  cast  him  over  the  brink  down  on  the 
pavement,  more  than  a  hundred  feet  beneath.  Feiceiving  his  danger,  and 
knowing  that  any  warning  call  would  startle  him,  and  probably  drive  him 
backward,  a  friend  silently  seized  a  brush,  and  dashed  it  against  the  paint- 
ing. The  artist  sprung  forward,  under  a  natural  impulse  to  protect  his 
work,  and  thus  by  the  ruin  of  the  painting  his  life  was  saved.  So  God 
often  saves  His  people  by  the  des^uction  of  their  cherished  plans,  and 
makes  their  loss  a  real  gain.  Times  of  happiness,  when  Providence  gratifies 
your  desires,  and  when  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace  and  plenty  you  cheerfully 
labour,  or,  to  use  the  beautiful  language  of  Scripture,  sit,  like  the  Israelites 
in  their  time  of  prosperity,  under  your  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  none  making 
you  afraid,  are  yours,  yours  to  awaken  gratitude  and  praise ;  and  times  of 
sorrow,  when  in  perplexity  and  distress  yon  sit  down  and  weep  tike  the 
captives  who  wept  beside  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  and  hung  their  unstrung 
harps  on  the  willows,  are  yours,  yours  to  awaken  repentance  and  childlike 
confidence.  The  bright  seasons  of  life,  when  all  is  well  with  you,  when 
you  are  encircled  with  friends,  and  rich  in  the  affection  of  relatives,  are 
yours,  to  cheer  and  remind  you  of  your  Father's  goodness ;  and  when  time's 
revolution  brings  a  change  of  scene,  when  anxiety  and  cares  form  a  burden 
hard  to  bear,  when  friends  are  few  and  Btrength  small,  and,  bowing  with 
sorrow  over  the  grave  of  the  loved  and  trusted,  you  are  inclined  to  cry  with 
Jacob,  "  All  these  things  are  against  me,"  yet  are  all  these  things  for  you, 
and  shall  do  you  good.  As  the  year,  in  all  its  changes  of  storm  and  calm, 
darkness  and  sunshine,  beat  and  cold,  serves  the  earth  in  preparing  it  for 
the  seed,  in  making  it  put  forth  the  green  blade,  and  finally  in  ripening  its 
produce ;  so  life,  through  all  its  changes  of  sorrow  and  gladness,  and  of 
rest  and  labour,  is  yours,  to  open  your  hearts,  to  quicken  your  zeal,  to  ripen 
and  make  you  tit  for  heaven. 
And  life's  close  as  well  as  life's  course  is  yours,  for  it  shall  be  brought 
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roand  wfaeit  and  how  it  Bhall  suit  your  welfare.  Taking  you  away  from  the 
eril  to  come,  when  your  work  ia  finisbed,  death  shall  open  the  gate  of 
heaven ;  and  that  enemy,  the  fear  of  whom  keeps  many  all  thefr  lifetime 
wbject  to  bondage,  is  your  aervant,  waiting  to  minister  an  entrance  "  nnto  , 
you  abundantly  into  the  everlasting  kingdom."  When  feebleness,  pain,  or 
nckness  remind  yon  of  lire's  close,  and  you  hear  in  the  silence  of  night,  as 
it  were,  the  echoing  footsteps  of  death  like  an  armed  man  advancing  to  yoar 
door,  you  need  not  fear,  and  strug^e  to  banish  the  solemn  thought  from 
your  mind ;  and  when,  stretched  on  the  bed  irom  which  yoU  shall  rise  no 
mwe,  you  feel  the  cold  breath  of  death  chilling  your  frame  and  exhausting 
yont  natural  strength,  you  need  not  Uemble,  for  He  is  only  withdrawing 
the  bolts  of  the  gate  of  heaven,  and  you  can  say,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy 
iling!  Thanks  be  to  God,  death  itself  is  mine,  throtigh  my  Lord  Jesus 
CinisL" 

i.  Eternity  as  well  as  time  is  the  believer's  portion.  Things  present  and 
lUiigs  to  come  are  yours.  As  time  is  yours  for  discipline  and  preparadon, 
eternity  is  yours  for  rest  and  enjoyment.  Others  must  leave  behind  all 
they  love  and  value  as  they  enter  the  unseen  world.  In  it  they  have  no 
Mend,  no  home,  no  inheritance.  The  homes  they  have  built,  the  lands  they 
have  parchased,  cease  to  be  theirs  ;  the  domestic  ties  they  have  formed  are 
brokea,  and  the  plans  they  cherish  are  destroyed :  in  one  day  their  thoughts 
perish. 

<'  Even  as  the  mlats 

Of  the  grey  morn  before  the  rising  sun, 

Hbej  pass  away  and  perieb.    Eartblj  tbings 

Are  but  the  transient  pageanto  o(  an  honr, 

And  earthly  pride  ia  like  the  passing  flon'or, 

That  springs  lo  fftll,  and  Uoasomi  but  tn  die." 

But  death  does  not  limit  the  Christian's  possession,  and  beyond  the  dark 
rirer  stretches  the  largest  and  noblest  part  of  his  inheritance.  The  great 
Aitnre  which,  full  of  momentous  realities,  Ues  beyond  the  horizon  of  time,  is 
fours  who  are  in  Christ,  for  He  is  eternal  life.  The  glorious  throne,  and 
the  day  of  justice  and  judgment,  are  youi-s,  for  He  who  fills  the  throne,  and 
presides  at  that  judgment,  is  your  friend,  and  satisfied  justice  shall  acquit 
you  on  that  solemn  day.  Yours  is  the  celestial  city,  and  all  its  noble  in- 
habitants are  your  brethren.  The  land  that  is  afar  off,  bright  with  all  the 
glories  of  the  heavenly  state,  is  yours. 

"  For  you  the  kingdom  of  the  juat 
Afar  doth  glonouB  shine, 
And  yon  the  Kin^  of  kings  shall  see 
In  majesty  divine." 

^nd  as  eternity  unfolds  its  treasures,  and  new  periods  in  its  revolving  circle 
open  new  views  into  God's  kingdom,  and  unseal  new  springs  of  sa^sfaction 
Md  sources  of  honour,"  there  is  nought  within  its  ample  range  to  which  your 
title  does  not  apply.  When  the  world  shall  have  passed  away,  and  all  the 
stars  have  long  ceased  to  shine  ;  when  new  systems  shall  have  fulfilled  their 
coarse  and  disappeared,  still  all  that  endures  shall  be  yours  to  survey  with 
strengthened  eyes,  and  enjoy  with  enlarged  hearts ;  and  as  from  that  ad- 
vanced point  you  look  forward  into  the  future,  you  will  claim  it  also  as 
four  portion,  and,  confident  that  God's  treasures  are  inexhaustible,  will 
repeat  the  words,  Things  present  and  things  to  come  are  mine. 

Before,you,  who  are  yet  ignorant  of  the  power  of  true  religion,  I  set  this  , 
P^t  inheritance  as  an  inducement  to  repent,  and  urge  on  each  of  you  an 
■nmediate  acceptance  of  Christ,  that  you  may  be  made  partakers  of  His  un- 
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•earcliftble  rioliea.  Hanj  nre  witling  to  labonr  with  protracted  endearonrg 
and  self-denying  toil,  in  the  hope  of  Mcuring  a  portioD  which  the;  can  possess 
only  for  tf  few  years,  and  in  possession  of  which  happiness  is  not  to  be  found. 
Not  &  few  are  willing  to  leave  their  homes  to  encounter  hardship,  and  risk 
the  rnin  of  health  and  loss  of  life,  that  they  may  obtain  a  liberal  share  of 
-  wealth  or  honour  ;  and  will  yoa  refuse  to  accept  a  title  to  an  estate  which 
enriches  now  with  true  happiness,  and  shall  retain  its  valae  when  the  world 
shall  lose  all  its  worth  t  The  prospect  of  high  honours  or  great  worldly 
advancement  is  remote  from  most  people,  and  to  many  such  gains  are 
entirely  inaccessible ;  but  to  all,  of  every  age  and  condition  in  life,  is  offered 
in  Christ  a  better  and  more  enduring  portion. 

Yon  who  are  standing  on  the  threshold  of  life,  and,  full  of  yonthful  energy, 
are  about  to  descend  into  the  field  to  struggle  for  that  success  which  imagi- 
nation paints  in  such  brilliant  colours,  come  now  to  Christ  and  obbuo  all 
for  which  your  hearts  are  longing,  and  which  otherwise  you  will  seek  in 
Tun.  A  certain  prince,  in  ancient  times,  distinguished  by  his  courage  and 
unbounded  ambition,  was  asked  by  a  philosopher  what  use  he  designed  to 
make  of  the  conquests  for  which  he  was  preparing,  and  what  he  would  do 
if  the  countries  he  aimed  at  subduing  should  fall  into'  his  possession. 
"  Why,  then,"  he  replied,  "  we  will  live  at  our  ease,  drink  all  day  long, 
and  amuse  ourselves  with  cheerful  conversation."  "  Well,  sir,"  said  bis 
friend,  "  may  we  not  do  all  this  without  the  labour  and  hazard  of  an  enter- 
prise so  laborious  and  uncertain  T"  Now,  if  faith  in  Christ  will  secure  for 
you  immediately  that  happiness  you  are  preparing  to  seek  by  years  of  weary 
effort,  and  open  to  you  the  prospect  of  a  glorious  immortality,  will  yon  be 
so  foolish  as  to  reject  the  blessing  for  the  uncertainty  of  effort,  or,  I  must 
BBj,  for  the  certainty  of  bitter  disappointment  T  You  who,  in  the  vigour  of 
life,  bound  by  its  family  ties,  and  engaged  in  its  business,  are  struggling  in 
perplexity  and  care  for  a  competency,  or  are  striving  to  lay  up  money  in 
expectation  of  a  time  of  rest  in  old  age,  come  now  to  Christ  and  receive 
satis^ing  riches,  which  shallsetyourheansateaseamidst  theaffairaof  life, 
and  supply  all  your  wants  for  ever;  and  you,  whose  state  of  health  seems 
to  close  against  you  the  gates  of  worldly  happiness,  and  place  life's  prizes 
Iieyond  the  grasp  of  your  feeble  bands,  come  to  Christ,  and  your  life  shall 
not  be  a  failure.  The  feebleness  of  a  frail  life,  and  the  sufieriogs  of  ill 
health,  shall  become  the  blessings  of  a  life  fitting  you  for  a  nobler  existence. 
Endurance  and  patient  endeavour  shall  be  your  noble  service,  and  the 
peace  of  a  quiet  spirit,  in  hope  of  a  better  state,  will  enable  you  to  under- 
stand the  words,  "  Sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing."  Even  many  years 
devoted  to  the  world  do  not  exclude  the  possibility  of  securing  a  title  to  the 
Christian's  portion,  and  our  gracious  Lord  will  not  r^ect  the  offering  of  the 
remaining  life  of  such  as  have  learned  from  experience  the  vanity  of  the 
world.  Kven  the  bruised  reed  of  a  worldly  old  age  He  will  not  break,  and 
the  dimly  burning  jlax  of  an  expiring  life  He  will  not  quench.  "  Him  that 
Cometh  unto  Me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out,"  is  a  blessed  assurance  of 
acceptance  to  every  one  who  will  trust  it ;  and  though  much  has  been  lost, 
and  the  guilt  of  many  years  has  accumulated  upon  you,  yet,  if  with  simple 
faith  and  godly  sorrow  you  turn  now  to  the  Saviour,  the  remaining  part  of 
life  shall  be  yours — yours  for  the  noble  purpose  of  preparation  and  service, 
and  the  sad  and  dreary  prospects  of  your  future  shall  be  brightened  by  the 
good  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality. 
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OUB  MINING  POPULATION. 

Odb  mining  popalatioa  occupies  no  small  place  in  oar  oommQnity,  and  it  ia 
spread  o»er  the  country.  The  precise  number  of  persons  employed  in 
mining  operations,  and  the  kindred  employment  of  smelting  iron,  cannot 
be  folly  estimated.  Bnt  if  the  required  number  of  men  employed  at  any 
one  of  the  iron  works  in  the  kin^om  be  not  lesB  than  600,  involving  a 
population  of  not  less  tban  3000  sonls,  bow  many  thousands  may  exist  over 
the  coantry  in  the  nuoMroua  nnniog  villages,  as  less  or  more  employed  in 
Ikt  extonaivd  manufacture  I 

It  will  not  be  disputed  that,  as  a  class  (admitting  of  many  bononrable 
eiCBptionq)^  tbe  minera  and  their  families  are  in  a  very  degraded  condition. 
Ii  is  not  averred  that  tlieir  wages  are  less  than  the  generality  of  labourers' 
wages  in  the  oouairy ;  they  are  greater  in  comparison  j  but  their  improvi- 
dent habits  make  them  very  poor,  wretched,  and  immor^  la  spite  of  many 
outward  advantages. 

As  Christians,  we  cannot  allow  such  a  heap  of  practical  heathenism  to 
remnin  un^turbed  in  our  midat»  without  nsing  every  means  in  our  power 
to  lessen  if  not  to  eradicate  the  evils  so  deploraUy  prevalent. 

It  is  not  saying  anything  but  what  is  weU  known,  that  ignorance, 
drunkenness,  protanity,  violence^  superstition,  neglect  of  th»  means  of 
grace,  profllo^acy,  and  crime,  exist  among  them  to  an  alarming  extent ;  how 
necessary,  then,  to  bring  the  Gospel  to  bear  upon  that  interesdng,  laborious, 
active,  useful,  but  de^H'aved  portion  of  our  countrymen  !  It  is  pleasing  to 
fiad  that  evangelical  ministers  in  the  respective  localities  are  turning  their 
Uttntian  to  thear  spiritual  instructioh  and  reformation.  It  r^ices  us  to 
know  that  evangelists  also  are  employed  by  different  religious  bodies  to 
visit  and  instruct  them  during  the  summer  months,  and  to  preach  to  them 
in  the  opeo  airr  and  in  school-rooms  and  cottages  when  the  weather 
vJU  not  permit  to  meet  in  the  open  air.  It  is  known  to  th«  writer,  who 
ima  been  thus  engaged  for  a  few  weeks  past  in.  that  laborious  but  deeply 
interesting  employment,  as  an  evangelist  of  our  Church  under  the  direction 
of  the  Synod's  Committee  for  Home  Kvangelisation,  that  very  considerable 
numbers  of  the  class  referred  to  have  been  reached  and  luxnight  within 
bearing  of  the  Gospel,  and  that  very  great  attention  has  been,  on  the  whole, 
pud  by  not  a  few  careless  individuals  aad  families  to  the  plain  statements 
of  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus." 

In  order  to  enable  our  Church  to  estimate  duly  the  necessity  and  import- 
ance  of  such  missionary  labours  among  our  perishing  fellow-men,  permit  me 
to  lay  before  the  readers  of  the  Magazine,  as  shortly  and  as  clearly  as  I  can, 
a  clasBificatioD  of  the  600  families  and  8000  individuals  who  came  under 
my  notice  during  the  time  I  was  among  them  in  visiting,  teaching,  and 
conversing  freely  with  them. 

I.  The  collier  class  are  generally  poor,  for  the  reason  already  assigned. 
Not  only  are  their  habits  careless,  and  ollen  vicious,  but  their  clothes  are 
such  as  to  furnish  an  excuse  for  not  attending  public  worship.  Hence  they 
remain  at  borne  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  lounge  on  Sabbath  with  their  wives 
and  children  and  companions.  Thus  the  separation  of  themselves  and  their 
families  irom  the  church  and  Its  ordinances  becomes  wider  continually. 
Many  of  them,  it  is  true,  do  hear  the  word  of  God  when  it  is  brought  to 
their  doors,  bnt  with  as  little  effort  as  possible  do  they  put  themselves  for- 
ward to  bear  it. 
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The  same  is  true  of  the  persons  emplojed  at  the  iron  worh,  whose  h&biu 
are,  in  numeroas  instances,  more  reckless  still,  though  their  wages  are  greater 
than  those  of  (be  miners. 

U.  There  are  a/ew  who,  reared  in  the  manner  described  above,  have  never 
attended  to  the  means  of  grace  at  anj  period  of  their  lives,  and  whose  igno- 
rance, as  well  as  depravity,  if  not  their  downright  infidelity,  form  a  strong 
barrier  to  the  entrance  of  the  tmtb.  Their  practical  heathenism  is  confirmed 
and  deepened. 

There  are  others,  again — and  they  form  a  largedasa  in  the  mining  field— 
who  have  had  a  respectable  common  school  education,  and  who,  belon^ng 
to  decent  families  in  their  youth,  have  bad  early  religious  training,  upon 
whose  consciences  it  is  not  difficult  to  make  an  impression  by  the  reitera- 
tion of  Gospel  truth.  The  Bible  which  tliey  have  read  may  be  sold  for 
drink  or  some  unworthy  otiject ;  the  house  may  be  without  a  book,  except 
the  stray  leaf  of  a  tract  lately  delivered  to  tbem  hy  minister  or  missionary. 
It  may  be  difBcult  to  find  a  seat  in  the  dwelling,  where  confiisioD  reigm^ 
and  rags  may  be  ail  their  covering  ;  but  however  lost  to  common  decency, 
they  remember  the  truth  which  either  they  have  perverted  by  error,  stifled 
by  sinful  inclinations,  shunned  in  their  mad  delusions,  ix  abused  by  open 
prt^anity.  They  stare  at  you  Jn  the  face  when  conviction  returns  to  tbeii 
wretched  consciences  under  a  few  pMn  appeals  and  utleranoea  of  Gospel 
statements,  and  they  promise,  whether  they  do  it  afterward  or  not,  to  at- 
tend to  the  truth  spoken,  read  the  tract  which  is  put  into  their  haodt^ 
and  attend  the  mee^ng  for  preaching,  which  I  announce  to  tbem  is  to  be 
held  in  the  evening.  Seventy  or  eighty  persons  out  of  a  population  of  SOD 
or  300  may  turn  out  at  7  o'clock.  Sonle  good  impressions,  it  is  hoped,  hoff- 
ever  temporary,  have  been  made  by  these  visits  and  addressee  upon  that 
class.  They  are  arrested  for  a  time,  and  during  the  utterance  of  the  truth 
they  are  solemnized,  and  their  demeanour  altogether  ia^becoming.  Yet  it  is 
to  be  feared  that,  with  many,  their  goodness  is  like  the  morning  cloud  and 
the  early  dew,  it  passetb  away.  It  is  cheering  that  others  belongiog  to  the 
localities  have  of  late  resumed  attendance  at  church  with  some  outward 
appearance  of  reformation  and  decency. 

This  is  to  me  the  most  interesting  class.  They  have  drifted  away  from 
their  early  habits  of  reading  and  church-going,  their  early  religious  acquaint- 
ances and  friends,  being  tempted  by  high  wages,  or  otherwise  seeking 
greater  freedom  of  action,  and  are  sinking  &st  into  irreligion  and  crime, 
and  carrying  their  funilies  with  them  to  destruction, — their  children  at 
school  only  learning  at  very  well  conducted  schoob  during  the  day,  what 
they  are  ready  to  unlearn  in  the  evening  at  home.  They  are  in  an  awfully 
hazardous  condition,  while  they  are  sunk  in  wretchedness;  and  but  for 
the  grace  of  God  attending  and  following  evangelical  exertions,  they  must 
perish.  One  hopeful  aymptom  is,  that  they  thankfully  receive  a  call,  a 
tract,  and  an  invitation  to  the  meeting,  while  the  sick  gladly  hear  of  Gospel 
consolation. 

III.  The  Eoman  Catholics,  of  course,  tell  me  they  are  not  of  my  religion. 
Someof  them  accept  tracts  (none  of  them,  indeed,  are  rude  in  their  own  houses 
to  the  missionaries) ;  others,  again,  decline  to  receive  tracts  or  any  religious 
instruction  whatever.  I  saw  some  of  their  children  at  the  meetings,  but  I  sat- 
pectnoneoftheadult  Roman  Catholic  population  were  visible  there,  I  heard, 
indeed,  that  some  listened  to  the  preaching,  but  so  as  not  to  be  seen  by  their 
neighbours.  Some  of  them  applauded  my  statement  regarding  good  con- 
duct, and  blamed  the  Protestants  for  almost  all  the  immorality  .which  existed 
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ID  the  neighbourliood,  of  whJcht  indeed,  there  was  not  a  little  apparent 
trath,  Protestant  morality  b^ng  very  low,  and  the  Catholics'  practice  no 
better. 

In  concluaion,  let  our  Church  contiiiue  ite  evatigelical  labours.  There  ia 
iB  open  door  to  these  clasaes,  and  we  muat  despair  of  the  salvation  of  no  sin- 
ner oat  of  belt.  The  Saviour  ie  merciful.  The  Gospel  is  free  and  anitable, 
la  it  b  vastly  neceeaary  to  all  everywhere,  but  especiallj  where  sin  holds 
high  carnival.  We  are  not  guiltless  if  we  do  not  all  in  our  power  to  save 
the  sodIs  of  these  ignorant,  degraded,  and  wretebed  individuals  who,  plying 
thtir  useful  and  honourable  employment,  are  perishing  at  our  very  doors 
for  lack  of  knowledge.  Be  encouraged  to  persevere.  Some  have  yielded  to 
the  Saviour,  even  in  those  places  where  the  moral  atmosphere  is  bad.  Some 
who  listened  to  me,  afterwards  applauded  the  truth  taught,  and  sought  to 
bring  their  neighbours  to  hear  it.  May  not  the  grace  of  God,  sought,  be 
ohtained,  where  the  means  are  used  somewhat  plentifully.  Let  another 
tanrner  witness  the  free  use  of  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  *'  which  is  the  word 
of  God,"  piercing  the  souls  of  many,  discovering  sin  and  revealing  the 
Sariour  at  the  same  Ume — the  disease  and  the  grand  remedy — to  the  glory 
of  God. 

And  let  no  minister  in  these  localities  hesitate  to  put  himself  forward  to 
the  rescue  of  his  perishing  fellow-men.  Let  not  the  plea  t>f  a  charge  of 
proaelyCidDg  prevent  him  from  employing  himself  a  day  or  half  a  day  in  the 
week  in  going  out  in  search  of  the  outcasts.  Experience  has  found  on  all 
huids,  tiiat,  except  in  the  case  of  a  few  Roman  Catholics  at  these  works 
(and  they  can  be  easily  spoken  with  or  avoided),  there  is  a  cordial  welcome 
giien  to  every  minister  or  missionary  bringing  with  him  the  Gospel  message 
lo  their  ears  and  consciences  at  their  miserable  dwellings.  They  feel  them- 
Mlrej  honoured,  if  not  profit«d,  in  being  visited  at  all.  They  will  soon 
i^veal  their  difficulties  to  the  affectionate,  prudent,  and  faithful  minister  of 
Chriat,  withoBt  calling  in  question  his  sect  or  denomination.  They  become 
recoDciled  to  the  class  above  them  in  society  more  readily  by  these  atten- 
tione.  The  message  of  salvation,  delivered  in  simple  and-  pleasing  tones, 
tends  not  only  to  lead  to  the  Saviour,  but  also  to  brotherly  love  and  har- 
mony. The  presence  of  the  writer  on  one  occasion,  unexpectedly  dis- 
covered, allayed  a  violent  outbreak  of  passion  in  one  family.  Instantly  he 
)n[rodQced  the  doctrine  of  the  Saviour's  love  to  His  enemies,  and  there  was 
>  cessation  of  hostilities,  with  an  apology  for  the  unmannerly  conduct  dis- 
plajed.  He  found  that  the  ministers  of  all  denominations  in  the  neighboar- 
hood  who  had  called,  and  instructed,  and  warned  them,  were  most  highly 
respected,  and  some  of  tliem  had  begun  to  attend  their  ministrations  in 


Let  ministers  emerge  occasionally  from  their  retirements,  and  prayerfiilly 
and  without  fear  arm  themselves  with  a  few  tracts,  containing  a  clear  and 
forcible  expression  of  Divine  truth.  Let  them  go  deliberately  Jrvm  door  to 
(iwr,  drop  not  only  a  tract,  but  also-a  word,  however  short  at  first,  about 
Chriet;  leave  the  impression  on  the  people's  minds  that  we  love  their  souls 
—their  true  interests  for  time  and  eternity  j  and  they  are  gained  over  for  a 
itdl  more  cordial  meeting  and  profitable  interview  the  next  time.  The  late 
revival  movements  have  displaced  hindrances,  if  indeed  they  existed  before, 
to  the  domiciliary,  kindly  visitation,  by  minislers,  of  the  greatest  outcast 
popalation  in  the  land. 

w.o. 


..Google 
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THE  PROVTOEHCE  OF  GOD. 

Belief  in  the  proTii]«ice  of  God  m»y  be  regarded  u  a  moral  intuition, 
lis  universality  prove*  that  itisindigenouB  totbehQioRn  heart.  There  have 
been  men  who  denied  this  belief.  Epicurus  and  bis  foUowers  called  it  in 
question  ;  and,  in  later  and  more  enlightened  times,  it  hat  been  controverted 
hy  some  who  have  arrogated  to  themBelves  the  name  of  philosopher.  Bat 
a  few  sporadic  iDstancea  of  denial  cannot  invalidate  the  inference  which  we 
draw  from  the  gineral  opinion  of  mankind.  The  different  fbrms  of  worship, 
which  have  existed  or  are  existing,  are  an  evidence  of  a  conviction  Ijing 
deep  ia  the  heart,  that  the  government  of  the  world  is  not  the  result  of 
chance  or  blind  law,  but  of  power  exercised  by  an  intelligent  Being,  who  ia 
before  all  and  over  alL  To  this  belief  there  may  be  some  who  refuse  to 
give  utterance.  In  the  |»ide  of  their  heart,  or  led  astray  by  erroneous 
teaching,  they  may  contradict  the  world — nothing  is  easier  than  to  deny ; 
but  the  testimony  of  mankind  generally  is  not  thereby  impaired  in  its  force. 

Through  the  corruption  of  his  nature,  man  cannot  folly  and  accnrately 
interpret  his  moral  instincts.  These  may  he  looked  upon  aa  reflections  of 
the  will  of  God — lingering  traces  of  the  Divine  image  stamped  originally 
upon  him ;  but  he  cannot  fix  with  cerlAinty  their  proper  tendencies,  or  con- 
struct -from  them  a  perfect  idea  of  the  Divine  character ;  and,  therefore, 
where  there,  is  not  the  light  of  revelation,  the  truth  to  which  they  point  is 
dimly  apprehended,  and  the  oonduct  to  which  they  give  rise  is  disfigured  by 
its  errors  and  imperfections.  Such  a  conviction  as  that  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  is  not  merely  speculative,  but  practical ;  it  bears  directly  upon  the 
attitude  which  we  in  all  circumstances  should  assume  towards  God ;  and  it 
contains  elements  which  enter  into  various  combinations  with  our  thoughts 
and  affections,  and  give  strength  and  dignity  to  our  character.  It  is,  there- 
fore, of  importance  to  ascertain  and  apply  Ibe  teaching  of  the  Scriptures  on 
this  point. 

Do  they  affirm  that  God  exercises  any  care  or  providence  over  the  work 
of  His  hands  T  We  do  not  ask  what  His  attributes  would  lead  us  to  be- 
lieve respecting  Hb  relation  to  the  nniverse.  Reason  is  feeble,  and  its 
inferences  respecting  the  conduct  of  one  whose  ways  are  not  as  ours,  and 
whose  thoughts  far  transcend  those  of  man,  are  apt  to  be  faulty.  But  there 
can  he  no  error  in  the  Divine  word  r  the  mind  of  the  Spirit  is  truth,  and 
there  is  less  likelihood  of  our  falling  into  mistakes  in  interpreting  plain  lan- 
guage than  in  dealing  with  subtle  arguments.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be 
admitted,  that  it  is  quite  legitimate  to  argue  from  the  attributes  to  the  ways 
of  God,  and  that  such  reasoning  is  valuable  when  properly  conducted,  for 
it  serves  to  confirm  revelation.  But  in  such  a  paper  as  this,  we  must  take 
the  surest  and  directest  course. 

The  voice  of  Scripture  is  clear  and  decisive  upon  the  point  under  con- 
sideration. According  to  its  testimony,  God  has  not  withdrawn  from  the 
government  of  the  world,  and,  sitting  apart  in  dignified  solitude  and  repose, 
left  it  to  the  conflicting  forces  of  chance,  or  the  irresistible  power  of  fate. 
He  has  been  governing  from  the  beginning.  The  Scriptures  deal  only  with 
the  history  of  our  earth  since  it  became  the  abode  of  man  ;  but  the  geologi- 
cal records  clearly  prove  that  God's  infinite  wisdom  and  power  have  been 
actively  controlling  the  various  forms  of  matter  since  die  moment  His 
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omnipotent  word  colled  tbem  into  bdng.  The  conralsians  which  have  at 
different  periode  over  taken,  them,  cannot  be  accoonted  for  on  an^  theory  of 
deTelopmunt,  but  imply  the'  special  intervention  of  almighty  energy.  If 
God  concerned  Himself  with  the  forms  and  arrangementa  of  inanimate 
DiAtter  and  inferior  life,  it  might  be  expected  that  He  would  much  more 
interest  Himaelf  with  all  that  pertains  to  man ;  and,  accordingly,  we  find 
from  the  Scripture  history,  that  He  has  once  and  again  interposed.  When 
man  corrupted  His  way  upon  the  earth,  and  the  very  existence  of  true  re- 
ligion was  threatened,  He  sent  the  flood  and  stayed  the  moral  pestilence. 
The  calling  of  Abraham,  and  the  bringing  of  the  Jews  into  the  land  of. 
promise,  were  other  special  acts  of  His  provident^.  When  the  army  of 
Sennacherib  came  np  against  Judah,  He  sent  His  angel,  and  in  a  single 
night  the  flower  of  the  Assyrian  host  was  destroyed  by  death.  He  sent  His 
people  into  captivity;  and,  when  His  purposes  had  been  accomplished,  brought 
tbem  Imck  to  their  altar  and  their  homes.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  appeal 
lo  Scriptare  for  farther  proof  of  His  interference.  These  estabtish  the  con- 
cloBioD,  that  neither  chance  nor  iron -law-force  impressed  on  matter  and 
mind  at  creation,  rules  the  world — that  God  Himself  is  Governor.  We  do 
not  My  that  they  define  the  extent  of  His  will ;  but  they  affirm  the  exist- 
ence of  it,  and  so  give  na  the  idea  of  providence. 

Thus  &r  most  professing  Christians  will  give  their  assenL  Bnt  not  a 
few  are  unwilling  to  follow  the  doctrine  to  its  legitimate  consequences. 
Tiiey  readily  admit  that  Grod  presides'  generally  over  the  world,  and  that  He 
interposes  actively  at  times  in  matters  of  great  importance  ;  but  they  deny 
that  His  immediate  government  respects  "  all  His  creatures,  and  all  their 
■ictioiia."  A  general  providence,  howeveis  implies  a  special.  There  can  be 
Ko proper  care  of  the  whole  without  attention  to  the  minutest  parts;  and, 
■nordingly,  the  Scripture  doctrine  is,  that  God  preserves  and  rules  all  that 
Hehu  created  and  made.  His  providential  care  does  not  extend  to  man 
merely,  who  was  fitshioned  after  His  own  image,  and  who  might,  therefore, 
be  deemed  worthy  of  His  notice  ;  but  to  all  the  inferior  animals — even  the 
most  insignificant  of  them — and  also  to  the  varied  forms  of  vegetable  life. 
Tbere  is  not  a  living  creature  that  is  not  constantly  under  His  eye ;  there 
isnotan  atom  of  matter  which  is  not  sustained  by  His  power)  and  all  the 
cluuiges  which  occur  either  in  the  material  world  or  mind  are  marked  and 
eontrolled  by  Him.  The  showers  that  water  the  eartli ;  the  sunshine  that 
gladdens  it ;  the  springing  grass,  the  fragrant  flowers,  and  the  rich  foliage 
vbich  laugh  back  the  smile  of  heaven ;  the  sofl  breezes,  distilling  health 
wberever  they  blow  ;  and  the  refreshing  streams — emblems,  in  their  purity 
uid  revivingpower,  of  the  water  of  life — are  all  the  subjects  ofHis  rule.  And 
CO  are  the  joys  and  sorrows,  the  afBictions  and  tempta^ons,  the  struggles 
and  triumphs  which  chequer  the  path  of  individual  life,  as  well  as  those 
clunges  which  afiect  the  being  and  welfare  of  nations.  The  hand  that 
guides  the  planets  in  their  courses,  communicates  life  to  the  meanest  plant 
which  grows.  He  who  has  shed  the  lustre  of  His  glory  on  angel  and  arch- 
ill, ooneerna  Himself  with  every  sigh  and  thought  of  man  upon  the  earth. 
Aay,  it  is  through  Him  that  "  the  stork  in  heaven  knoWeth  her  appointed 
times;  and  the  turtle,  and  the  crane,  and  the  swallow  observe  the  time  of 
their  coming."  Our  Lord,  in  His  sayings  and  discourses,  has  presented  this 
view  of  the  extent  of  God's  providence  in  the  most  convincing  form.  He 
^uresns  that  His  Father  gives  the  ravens  their  food,  and  clothes  the  lilies 
^th  their  beauty — that  not  a  sparrow  falls  to  the  ground  without  Him,  and 
that  the  veiy  haira  of  our  head  are  all  numbered.     Nothing  could  more 
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pliunljr  teach  that  God's  proTidence  is  universal;  and,  therefore,  objections 
dntwD  from  man's  nodoas  of  what  is  proper  for  Ood  must  give  way  before 
thb  statement  of  positive  truth. 

But  God's  providence  is  not  a  mere  knowledge,  it  is  an  efficacious  go- 
vernment. It  implies  preservation  and  rule.  God  brings  about  and  controls 
all  events. 

"  Thsre'B  a  Divlaity  that  abt^  onr  eails, 
Bough  henr  tham  how  we  wilL" 

In  Him  all  men,  yen  all  creatures,  live  and  move;  and  thejr  work  ont,  in 
.  the  exercise  of  their  freedom,  or  prompted  by  their  instiucts,  the  purposes 
of  His  will.  An  earthly  king  may  exercise  the  greatest  vigilance  over  his 
kingdom,  and  bis  power  be  utterly  inadequate  to  accomplish  his  wishes ; 
but  with  God  it  is  otherwise.  With  Him  power  and  will  are  one.  If  He 
desires,  He  can  bring  it  to  pass.  Now  He  has  set  before  Himself  a  distinct 
end  in  creation  ;  and  He  governs  all  that  He  has  made  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  fulfil  His  designs.  He  bends  every  force — material,  moral,  and  mental 
— into  subservience  to  the  purpose  of  Hia  government.  He  makes  the 
winds  His  messengers,  flames  and  fire  His  ministers,  and  clouds  His  chariot. 
"  He  doeth  according  to  His  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth."  He  makes  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him,  and 
the  remainder  of  wrath  He  restrains.  "  It  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to 
direct  his  steps  :"  "  his  goings  are  of  the  Lord."  "  The  preparations  of  the 
heart  in  man,  and  the  answer  of  the  tongue,  are  from  the  Lord."  "  Pro- 
motion Cometh  neither  from  the  east,  nor  from  the  west,  nor  from  tbe  south. 
But  God  is  Judge  :  He  putteth  down  one  and  setteth  up  another."  "  Shall 
there  be  evil  in  a  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  t"  Difficult  questions 
arise  here  respecting  human  responsibility,  and  God's  relation  to  evil ;  but 
we  concern  ourselves  with  facts,  and  leave  "secret  things"  unto' God,  to 
whom  they  belong.  We  know  both  from  Scripture  and  our  own  con- 
sciousness, that  we  have  aU  the  moral  freedom  which  is  requisite  to  responsi- 
bility ;  and  we  know  that  God  is  not  the  author  of  sin — that  He  bates  it 
with  an  infinite  hatred.  We  also  know'that  all  things  that  come  to  pass 
are  brought  about  in  some  way  by  Him.  But  into-  that  region  where  these 
different  trutbs  find  their  point  of  harmony,  we  cannot  soar;  and  this  , 
need  not  excite  wonder,  for  man  is  not  "  the  measure  of  the  universe." 
The  truths  themselves  are  established  on  evidence  independent  and  valid, 
and  must  be  cordially  accepted. 

The  principles  of  God's  providence  have  been  plainly  revealed.  He  is  a 
God  of  infinite  wisdom,  justice,  goodness,  and  meray,  and  His  providence  is 
nothing  else  than  the  expression  of  these  attributes.  In  His  government 
He  unfolds  His  own  character.  But  we  confess  that  we  cannot  trace  its 
features  in  all  tbeir  integrity  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  that  govern- 
ment. We  are  constantly  meeting  with  facts  which  perplex  us.  We  can- 
not tell,  for  example,  how  the  myriad  shadows  of  care  and  bottow  that  lie 
across  the  path  of  man's  earthly  life,  and  how  the  strange  movements  now 
forward  and  now  retrogressive  in  the  history  of  individuals  and  nations, 
can  all  promote  the  one  end  God  has  in  view  in  creation.  We  may  see 
general  tendencies,  as  we  see  dimly  through  the  mists  the  outlines  of  the 
mountains ;  but  we  cannot  discover  the  precise  place  and  purport  of  every 
fact.  What  perplexes  us  most,  is  the  deep  shadow  of  sin  that  meets  us 
everywhere.  It  lies  like  a  dark  cloud  in  the  hosom  of  the  bright  heavens, 
hiding  their  glory,  shutting  out  from  us  the  blessed  sunshine  which  would 
otherwise  come  down  to  robe  the  earth  vrith  beauty,  and  to  fill  our  hearts 
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with  gladness.  But  there  are  moat  marked  indicationa  of  moral  order  in 
the  history  of  the  world ;  and  so  much  light  haa  been  thrown  Dpon  ibe 
waya  and  cbarncter  of  God  hy  the  cross  of  Chriet,  that  we  know,  apart 
from  other  sources  of  information,  that  wisdom,  justice,  and  benevolence 
are  reigning,  and  shall  be  ultimately  seen  to  have  prevailed  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Divine  rule.  His  providence,  therefore,  ia  not  blind, 
liut  discriminating ;  it  proceeds  on  principles  which  approve  themselves  to 
our  moral  nature.  And  when  our  intellectual  eye  is  freed  from  the  dark- 
eiiing  in^uence  of  ain,  and  we  are  raised  to  a  position  from  which,  like 
Mosea  on  Pisgah,  we  cap  aee  the  land — the  whole  government  of  God  lying 
at  our  feet — we  shall  then  behold  the  unitj  which  pervades  it,  and  discover 
tmw  fully  it  reveals  the  character,  and  thereby  reflects  the  glory  of  God. 

The  practical  bearings  of  auch  a  doctrine  as  that  which  we  have  endea- 
toured  to  unfold  are  obvious.  Combined  with  what  we  know  of  the  cove- 
nant relations  of  Giod,  it  aaaures  us  that  all  things  are  working  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  Him.  He  desires  to  blees  His  children  ;  He  has 
prDmiaed  to  supply  all  their  wants,  and  to  suffer  no  evil  to  befall  them.  He 
MO  and  does  accomplish  all  Hia  purposes ;  and,  therefore,  the  inference 
ia  irreustible,  that  "  they  that  seek  the  Lord  shall  not  want  any  good  thing." 
From  the  care  which  He  exercises  over  the  meanest  of  His  creatures,  we 
may  also  reason  to  the  interest  which  He  will  take  in  those  who  have  been 
redeemed  by  the  blood,  of  His  Son,  and  quickened  by  His  Spirit.  Our  Lord 
pressed  this  argument  powerfully  upon  the  disciples,  with  a  view  to  inspirit 
them.  "  Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for  a  farthing  T"  said  He,  "  and  one  of 
tlwm  shall  not  fall  on  the  ground  without  your  Father.  But  the  very  hairs 
oF  par  head  are  ail  numbered.  Fear  not,  therefore,  ye  are  of  more  value 
than  many  sparrows."  The  Scripture  doctrine  of  providence,  thus  viewed, 
is  admirably  fitted  to  strengthen  the  faith  of  Christ's  people — to  comfort 
(dem  in  the  time  of  adversity — to  encourage  them  in  the  midst  of  peril  and 
perplexity — and  to  shed  over  their  chequered  life  below  something  of  the 
calm  and  beauty  of  heaven. 

On  the  same  grouod,  we  infer  that  sinners  shall  not  go  unpunished. 
They  may  spread  now  like  the  green  bay  tree,  but  one  day  they  shall  not 
be  found.  The  order  to  which,  under  God's  providence,  all  things  are 
lendmg,  necessitates  this.  "  Sorrow  is  tracking  wrong."  Punishment,  as 
the  heathen  poet  represents,  may  be  lame  of  foot ;  the  avenger  may  be  slow 
in  overtaking  the  guilty ;  but  the  time  shall  come  when  hia  sword  shall 
pierce  through  their  heart.  The  wicked  may,  therefore,  be  assured  that, 
because  "the  Lord  reigneth,"  they  shall  be  brought  to  judgment.  Iniquity 
shall  not  always  triumph.  If  for  a  moment  it  raises  its  head,  it  is  only  that 
its  bU  may  be  the  more  signal.  A  perjured  murderer  may  sit  now  upon 
the  throne,  bmd  down  the  free  spirit  of  a  nation,  and  carry  on  his  schemes 
of  ambition  in  defiance  of  justice  and  humanity  ;  but  his  power  is  limited, 
and  his  puniahment  ia  certain.  He  who  is  £ing  of  kinga  and  Lord  of 
lords  shall  teach  the  tyrant,  that  the  same  taw  holds  him  that  holds  the 
meanest  of  his  subjects,  and  shall  reward  him  accordinz  to  hia  dee'da. 

From  this  doctrine  also  apringa  hope  for  the  world.  What  aaaurance 
could  we  have,  apart  from  it,  that  vice  shall  never  triumph  everywhere — 
that  liberty  shall  not  perish  from  tiie  earth — that  knowledge  shall  not  dis- 
appear under  the  advancing  tide  of  immorality,  but  that  truth,  righteous- 
nesB,  and  love  shall  everywhere  prevail  ?  We  are  encouraged  to  believe 
and  hope,  when  we  know  who  governs,  that  the  thrones  of  iniquity  shall 
oe  thrown  down,  superstition  and  error  dispelled,  and  the  knowledge  of  God, 
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which  is  life,  nltimatelj  cover  the  earth.  The  Lord  Grod  Omnipotent 
ragneth, — that  God  who  is  the  friend  of  the  poor  and  the  oppressed,  and  the 
foe  of  the  proud  and  tyrADoical ;  and,  therefore,  the  pride  of  despots  shall  be 
humbled — groaning  nations  shall  have  their  shackles  loosed — and  through- 
out the  wide  earth  there  shall  go  up  to  the  God  of  all,  the  sbouta  of  a  grateful 
and  r^oicing  people.  The  prophetic  song  of  the  angels  at  the  hirth  of  the 
Saviour,  announcing  "  on  ear^  peace,  good  will  toward  men,"  shall  one 
day  be  responded  to  bj  millions  of  every  kindred,  and  nation,  and  toagtie, 
whose  hearts  have  been  stirred,  and  whose  lives  have  been  ennobled  by  the 
story  of  His  life  and  death. 

"  For  He  ihiXl  1i«vb  domlaion, 

O'er  river,  sat,  Kod  shore ; 
Far  u  the  es^lx's  jiiniou, 

Or  dove's  Ugtit  wing  cau  soar." 

Because  the  Lord  liveth,  therefore  there  will  be  an  overturning  until  He 
«ome  whose  right  it  is.  However  dark,  in  some  quarters  of  the  world,  the 
prospects  now  for  truth  and  liberty,  yet  the  day  will  dawn  (  "there's  light 
behind  the  cloud;"  the  redemption  of  the  bond^ed  is  drawing  aigb.  God 
cannot  permit  His  government  to  end  in  fiulure.  They  only,  therefore,  can 
have  hope  for  the  world  who  have  faith  in  the  providence  of  God, 

AtSTH. 
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The  nominal  Christian,  the  unheHerer 
even,  has  an  obvious  duty  of  self-de- 
fence to  perform  in  tie  support  of  Goepel  Bensible  lo  his  own  escape.  His  courae 
ordinances.  He  is  a  member  of  oat  so-  is  clear-  As  is  Ma  own  degree  of  joy 
oial  system,  and  these  serve  instead  of  and  rejoicing,  so  wiU  be  his  anxiety  that 
civil  restrictions.  Weak,  truly,  would  others  participate.  What  heart  that 
be  the  arm  of  civic  power  tiiat  rested  not  pulsates  with  natural  fading  can  look 
on  Qod's  dispensation  of  grace.  Could  unmoved  on  human  misery  I  what  soul 
the  world  be  stript  of  its  "  lights  and  exulting  in  its  own  bleteeimesH  compas- 
salt  of  the  earth,"  our  inspired  oraclee,  sionates  not  the  erring  and  inconsiderate 
our  worshipping  temples,  the  quiet  and  multitude !  Godliness  is  profitable  unto 
UDobtruMve  but  no  less  positive  perse-  both  worlds ;  and  the  mere  man  of  teet- 
verance  of  the  saints,  not  even  would  ing,  the  philanthropist  of  earth,  will 
"  ten  righteous  men  "be  found  to  depre-  seize  every  opportunity  of  extending  the 
cate  the  judgments  prepared  for  trans-  blessingH  of  a  Cbiistiaii  education  and 
gressoTS.  Much  more  will  the  Chria-  Gospel  ordinances,  as  the  cheapest,  safest, 
tian  be  up  and  doing.  Both  are  allowed  nearest  corrective  of  violence,  crime,  and 
to  grow  until  the  harvest.  The  field  of  destitution.  The  disciplb,  on  the  other 
the  world  is  the  believer's  invested  eetate,  hand,  hafi  no  choice.  He  feels  a  propul- 
In  it  he  is  to  add  house  to  house,  and  it  uve  necessity  laid  upota  bim.  If  he 
is  already  open  for  occupation.  His  own  would  enjoy  existence,  he  must  needs 
vineyard  he  has  kept,  but  the  surround-  work.  To-day,  the  present  time,  must 
ing  country  must  also  be  cultivated,  be  occnpied,  and  usefully  occupied,  if  he 
Its  thorns  and  briers  must  be  uprooted,  would  repose  at  night  in  the  calm,  re- 
that  the  seed  of  the  word  be  not  choked  freahing  sleep  of  t^e  labourer.  No  la- 
— nay,  behold  the  valleys  are  already  bour,  no  sweet  rest— in  the  moral  any 
ripe  for  the  spiritual  reaper.     His  com-  more   than    the    physical    constitution. 

mission  is  clear — "Go  ye  in'      "    "  ■■'"■■'    ■•     ■  ■■  

world;"  nor  less  sustaining  tJ  ...  „  ..  

— "  Lo  !  I  am  with  you  always."   Herein  cihation,  shuts  not  his  ear  to  the  call  of 

is  the  lieUeTer's  charter  of  ol>ligatiou  duty  and  privil^^,  let  the  magnates  of 
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Ik  unbelieving  world  be  no  leas  aeow-  into  ku  ag^rfttion  of  the  most  rejml- 

tible  to  the  call  of  BBiet;-  and  aelf-pre-  siTe  malignity,  i«  not  seelcing  the  cnmi- 

servation.     Civil  aod  criminal  law,  with  nal'a  retonnBtion.    It  rather  deadens  the 

tD  iimr  burdensome  intricacies  and  uu-  monl  aenae,  by  deepening  a  tbiret  for 

KTtaintiee,  will  always  prove  an  insecure  revenge.    I«t  cognizance  be  taken  of  his 

pntection  to  life  and  property.     Their  angust  origin,  as  formed  aft«r  the  Diviqe 

vhole  Byatem  la  vindictive,  not  preven-  lmag«.  Let  attonpte,  national  and  legis- 

lire;  subsequent  only  to  the  commia-  lative,  be  made  for  the  restoration  of 

aon  of  crime,  not  cnrative  of  the  crimi-  that  image.     At  present,  as  heretofore, 

mL    The  law  promnl^atad  at  Sinai,  as  the  magiaUnte  receives  man  as  on  oifen- 

*d1  as  the  law  of  ordinancea,  may  bava  der ;  prosecutes  him  as  such  ;  ascertains 

operated  as  a  BchooLaa8t«T  to  bring  the  die  degree  of  offence ;  partimilariies  the 

ml  to  God  ;  the  laws  of  human  enact-  aggravating  rather  thui  the  mitigating 

neat,  thoughin  so«e  faintinstancesthe  circumstances;    awards  the   dc^^^  of 

reiei  of  the  other,  essentially  fail  of  any  pnoishment,  and  leaves  him  to  endure 

eiich  result.     The  oetennble  o^ect  in  eSl  it.     The  whole  procedure  ia  implacable 

inch  is  the  detection  d  tiie  offender  for  and  Tindictire.     The  diaciple  of  that 

tlie  purpose  of  punishment — not  bis  dig-  Master  who  came  not  to  condemn  but  to 

eovary  for  the  saJie  of  epiritual  recorerj.  seek  and  tare,  would  here  st«p  in,  not  to 

L^  skill  most  asserts  its  superiorit;  interfere  witbdvit  peoaltiee,  nut  to  pre- 

when,  by  a  chain  of  nicely-balanced  cir-  Tent  both  tbem  ana  the  crime  that  in- 

amntaoces,  cleverly  arranged  and  for-  flicta  them.     His  pdicy  would  be  bo  to 

«Uy  urged,  it  attaoh€s  an  aggravated  occupy  in  youth  ibe  fallow-groand  of 

pfflt  to  the  life  of  the  criminal ;  or  when,  the  impressible  heart  with  good  seed,  that 

bj  1  eeries  of   plausible  Bophistries,  it  there  would  be  left  no  margin  into  which 

mkca  the  worse  appear  the  better  cause,  the  enemy  could  insert  his  tares;  and 

ud  sends  him  hack  upon  society  judi-  wh««  evil  principles  and  habito  have 

My  acquitted    though  vorally    oon-  beenpennitt^dtogrowrankandcongre- 

^Tied.    In  either  case,  law  is  main-  gate,  his  st«dy  would  be  to  aadicate 

t«md  irrespective   of   consequences —  thtee,  and  implant  the  seeds  of  virtue  in 

ttuBe  treinendoiis   consequences  whidi  the  then  unoccupied  glebe.    As  is  the 

Mtend  beyond  the  world's  fortunes  and  manse  garden  to  the  beneficed  dtrgj- 

Oa  votU'b  history.     Jusl^j  or  unjustly,  man,  ao  shoKld  the  human  heart  becMne 

He  pleader's  cause  muat  be  carriai.     A  to  every  Christian  mind — the  prescribed 

iiBKk  of   justiciary   becomes    then   an  and  responsible  area  of  his  husbandry. 

Soirocal  term— not  necessarily  a  bench  The  fellow-worka- with  God,  the  sorip- 

jngtace,  whose  moral  conviction,  aris-  tKrally-instmcted  husbandman,  will  in- 

uig  out  of  impresaions  that  no  web  of  quire  the  Divine  wiQ  in  all  things,  and 

SDpliistry  can  weaken,  would  be  allowed  commence  inat&nt   co-operation.      One 

ils  dae  wwght  in  determining  a  verdict,  declaration  of  that  will  is  this—"  He 

llie  codes  of  civil  government  have,  in  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved  and  come 

each  generation  of  their  existence,  re-  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth."     There 

ceired  such  taint  of  human  Bd£ahnesa  and  is   no    mistaking    that    announcement, 

class  legislation,  have  lost  so  entirely  the  Another  is,  that  the  nations    "  cannot 

fwognition  of   God's   glory   and  man's  believe  in  Him  of  whom  they  have  not 

ndemptjon,   as  to  be  nearly  powerlees  heard  ;  neitber  can  they  h^  -without 

f«  mcttal  good.     ITie  law's  only  proper  a   preacher ;  neither   can   His  servants 

claim  now  is  that  of  an  avenger.     'The  preach  unless  (hey  are  sent."     There  is 

theocracy  that   gave  themor^  law  its  no  mistaking  these  truths,  or  the  duties 

Bnction  has  merged  into  a  mere  demo-  incnmbent  on  every  believer  regarding 

cracy  of  conventional  statutes.  The  obli-  them.      He   acknowledges   both.      The 

ption  to  obey  baa  ^ssed  into  the  war-  supineneea,  not  of  unbelief  or  incapacity, 

lant  to  condemn.    Human  law  transacts  but  of  present  satisfaction  with  his  own 

with  the  criminal  without  any  lefereoce  sense  ot  forgiveness  and  fulness  of  en- 

to  his  high  destiny  as  a  denizen  of  eter-  joyment,   may  partially  retard  bis  ac- 

nity.  The  case  is  not,  "Do  this  and  live,"  tivity,  may  lull  him  into  a  security  that 

™,  "  Because  you  have  done  thus  you  every  word  spoken  regarding  the  exlen- 

shall  die."      Yice,    not   virtue,   is   the  sion  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom   shall 

^Htljjudicature's  subject  of  investiga-  receive  its  accomjilishroent  without  his 

tion.    'lo  establish  guilt,  and  colour  it  intervention  ;  but  it  is  not  long  so.    Hia 
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alombers  will  be   tsokes.     The  Bforit  thegi.     "  The  believer  shall  luTe  domi- 

iato  which  he  has  drunk  is  a  Uving  prin-  uion  over  them  in  (he  tuorning." 
oipla — a  running  stream,  not  a  Btagnanb        Rictiee  take    to  tbemselvea  wings — 

pool.     It  must  irrigate  and  impregnate  when  sought  for  thej  cannot  be  found, 

aU  around  with  the  same  subduing  and  except  those  of  the  fellow-workers  witii 

fertilizing  influence.     The  whole  man,  God.     The  good  achiered  through   his 

physical  and  moral,  the  active  powers  of  instrumentaUty  stands  approved  in  ever- 

up  and  doing  aa  wdl  as  the  passive  state  lasting   memorial.      The   Head    of   the 

of  peace  in  safety,  are  alike  the  fruits  of  Churdi  cannot  be  deceived.     Withheld 

the  Spirit.     Pains  and  prayers  together,  contributions  bring  their  own  punish- 

he  remembers,  will  remove  mountains  of  ment  in  withheld  providencee.    The  jnst 

difBcultj — not  pains  alone,  or   prayers  not  only  live,  but  prosper  and  increase, 

alboe.     Therefore  doea  he  employ  both,  by  faith.    The  som  that  sowetli  grudg- 

Hisindividual  labonrs'in  the  ~ ^       ■—->- ..i.   :...i._      -n..  n. 

his  general  snperiiitendeace, 
tary  advice,  his  zealous  co-operation  in  on  posseesors  from  new  and  least  ex- 
schemes  of  uaefulnees,  his  worldly  means  pected  quarters.  Trade  Tibrates  with 
as  the  Lord  hath  prospered  him,  are  all  most  portentous  omen.  Lose,  disease, 
^nerouijy  enlisted  in  the  sacred  service,  bereavement,  sting  with  almost  mortal 
His  wealth — and  every  man  poeaesses  his  poignancy ;  and  the  taithlees  member, 
own  amount,  none  more  than  he  whom  whose  too  credent  response  to  domestic 
the  Spirit  haa  instructed  to  be  "  diligent  and  social  claims  cloeedhis  ear  for  a  while 
in  business" — he  considers  a  loan,  of  to  those  of  his  Master,  is  satisfied  at  last 
which  he  is  only  the  custodier ;  an  in-  that  the  inordinate  care  for  the  morrow 
vestmentof  which  he  is  only  the  steward;  and  the  morrow's  gains  adds  not  to  Uie 
money  to  be  laid  out  for  eternity,  "  true  riches."  'nie  world's  good  that 
and  which  will  yield  a  reversion  ever  is  not  earned  in  dependence  on  Heaven's 
safe  and  ever  increa^ng,  when  the  com-  grace,  and  disbursed  in  Heaven's  service, 
pound  interest  of  present  heritages  will  has  been  oft,  for  merciful  ends,  tnmed 
have  passed  away  with  the  capital  that  against  the  possesBor.  Oft  has  be  gained 
yielded  it.  The  world  and  its  calcula-  a  loss.  How  he  should,  remained  bng 
tions  will  then  have  sunk  into  oblivion —  an  inscrutable  secret.  The  tide  had 
its  struggles  for  pre-eminence  will  then  been  taken  at  the  flood — prosperity 
have  ceased.  Its  gains — those  only  will  seemed  to  have  set  in  with  a  mighty 
be  accoant«d  such  that  were  made  for  current — the  breeze  filled  the  sail,  and 
Christ  and  employed  in  extending  His  promised  a  successful  issue — prices  rose 
dominion  over  the  human  heart ;  all  as  stocks  had  increased — no  competition 
others,  intrinsically  worthless  now  for  could  possibly  undersell, — when,lol  the 
good,  may  be  deplored  as  previous  temp-  unseen  worm  had  cankered  the  very 
tations  to  fraud,  false  pleasure,  and  a  'grain  he  had  garnered  up,  and  planted 
fragetfubiess  of  the  one  thing  needful,  rottenness  in  its  very  core.  He  lost  the 
What  will  be  the  value  then  attached  to  jewel  he  had  bartered  all  to  purchase, 
bonuses,  dividends,  and  national  securi-  because  the  honour  and  service  of  the 
ties  I  Wiat  to  that  "  scrip"  so  greedily  Giver  had  not  been  consulted ;  but  he 
desired  and  usuriously  husbanded,  on  lost  more  in  the  absence  of  the  sense  of 
which  the  only  legible  writing  now  is,  the  Divine  favour  in  the  gifta  of  pro- 
"  Vanity  of  vanities  ! "  Alas !  the  6onus  vidence.  0,  how  retributory  are  God's 
of  a  good  life,  the  premium  of  a  heavenly  dealings  with  His  own  people  I  How 
assurance,  will  then  outweigh  all  others,  nicely  balanced  the  service  and  the  re- 
The  tact,  the  calculation,  the  mercantile  turn — the  self-seeking  and  the  setf-re- 
enterprise,  that  enabled  the  speculator  proaeh !  To  amaas  wealth  in  a  worldly 
to  show  a  balance  always  on  the  credit  spirit,  to  swell  with  pride  of  increased 
aide,  will  never  more  be  remembered ;  but  goods,  must  ensure  a  coming  visitation 
their  fruits  will,  if  God  was  glorified  in  to  all  that  are  Hia.  God  will  not  for- 
them.  The  long  sleep  of  death  will  have  get  the  oath  He  has  made — He  will  have 
buried  all  mere  worldly  transactions,  all  respect  to  the  work  of  His  own  hands. 
mere  cares  of  the  body,  in  the  oblivion  The  soul  He  hath  regenerated  He  will 
of  the  grave.  Time's  glass  will  have  run  sanctify.  His  children  are  here  in  train- 
out,  and  all  the  memorials  of  its  long  ing  for  Himself.  He  will  punish,  but 
day  entombed  in  the  sand  that  registered  in  mercy.    He  may  cut  off  the  detire  of 
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their  eyes  with  a  stroke — may,  at  one  God,  Heaveu's  treasury  was  never  yet 
sneep,  despoil  them  of  their  entire  sub-  replenished  by  a  provoked  contribution. 
si:ince-^ut  it  is  to  direct  their  mUap'  AO.  tribute,  however  costly,  that  beari 
plied  energies  to  the  pursuit  of  a  better  not  the  stemp  of  discipleahip,  is  rejected 
iaheritauce.  All  Hia  providences  are  he  spurious.  The  impress  of  faith  alone 
refonmitory,  medicinal,  and  saving,  gives  cnrreucy.  The  image  ii  Cesar's, 
Thoee  who  are  none  of  Hia,  who  obsti-  and  toCeear's  use  itwillultim&telypass. 
Dat^ly  shut  every  inlet  of  the  soul  against  The  donor's  motive — the  unworthy  pnr- 
His  admonitions,'  His  waraings,  and  en-  pose  it  was  designed  to  serve — will  for- 
treatiea,  He  leaves  to  the  governance  of  ward  it,  It  bears  the  world's  anper- 
tkt^Hril  which  works  in  the  children  scription,  not  heaven's.  The  singleueSB 
otditobedience.  The  prosperity  of  such  of  tae  object  fiicea  the  value.  God  sees 
upuds  uniaterTuptea,  like  the  green  the  heart,  weighs  the  motive,  sounds  the 
lay  tree.  They  have  no  remorse  in  life  innermost  secrecy  of  aim — and  that  aim 
-oa  bands  in  their  death.  The  idol  of  consecratee  the  gift.  Every  such  aid 
gold  which  theyworshipped  they  consign  vouchsafed  by  the  believer  for  the  fur- 
in  llieir  descendants,  and  they  pass  to  therance  of  the  Gospel  indeed  ceases  to 
Uiair  account.  An  unprovided  futurity  be  viewed  asagift.  'Tis  a  co-operation, 
lies  befond,  while  a  now  useless  and  His  tender  of  time,  labour,  or  pecuniary 
cumbrous  affluence  presBea  them  behind,  means,  is  a  Burrender  of  himself — bis 
They  die  aa  they  lived— unacquainted  soul  is  in  it.  He  feels  he  could  yield  tip 
m&  God  as  their  reconciled  Father  in  bis  all  for  that  marvellous  light,  and 
Christ.  peace,  and  joy,  into  which  he  naa  been 

The  felloW'Worker  with  God  employs  translated ;  and  laments  that  withal  he 

nieaiia  that  He  will  approve  and  bless,  is  but  an  unprofitable  servant.    Tocom- 

Ee  vorks  by  means,  and  all  His  means  pare  bis  sacrifice  of  ease  and  afSuence 

ire  tdmirabty  adt^t«d  to  their  respective  — an  eternity  even  of  such,  could  it  be 

en^.    Kental  endowments  are  His-—-  inherited — with   the   amount  of  sonl- 

Mtiee  of  operation  His.    The  elements  satisfaction  he  already  eiperiencea,  would 

of  nature  and  the  ordinances  of  grace  be,  he  feels,  to  balance  a  grain  of  sand 

SK  equilly  His  agenta.     The  very  wratdi  against  the  gravitation  of  the  universe  ; 

of  loan  is  made  to  praise  Him.  lustra-  but  then  he  knows  it  is  accepted,  be- 
fflante  the  moat  unpromising  become,  cause  it  is  a  confiding  and  a  free-will 
tiiKugb  Eis  controlling  agency,  coad-  offering.  Those  who  seek,  by  their  con- 
jiiton  the  most  valuable.  The  fooiiA-  tributioos,  merely  to  stay  the  clamour  of 
"US  of  the  obscure  and  despised,  conse-  pressing  petitioners,  to  stand  well  with 
Wited  to  duty  and  seasoned  by  grace,  society,  or  who  thereby  apply  the  flatter- 
He  pronounces  trot  wiidom — ^its  pos-  ing  unction  that  they  Uius  discharge 
MSMB  become  chosen  arrows  in  the  At-  their  obligation  and  clear  their  con- 
nighty's  quiver.  The  poor  man's  copper,  science  of  aU  self -accusation,  will  by  no 
(nquently  shoved  aside  with  its  giver  by  means  lose  their  reward,  such  as  it  is.  A 
llwe  who  "judge  only  by  the  ap^r-  religious  profession  maybe  seamed,  and 
(Dce,"  hut  more  esteemed  mGod'sBight,  the  distinction  of  office  obtained — the 
^■me  it  is  his  all,  than  the  golden  pressure  from  without  may  be  silenced, 
vedge  of  the  lordling  stintedly  afforded  and  their  noble  example  heralded  for  the 
oU  of  his  long  purse',  carries  with  it  a  imitation  of  others — their  fear  of  a  com- 
aveet-smelling  savour,  because  offered  in  ing  future  may  be  appeased,  and  a  glow- 
faith.  The  former  is  the  widow's  mite —  ing  assurance  that  all  is  right  may  settle 
tte  latter,  ilie  fatal  oblation  of  the  faith-  down  upon  tieir  moral  sense ;  but  there  is 
les  Anftniaa  It  is  especially  in  trans-  no  concealment  with  God,  no  compromise 
"^tdng  with  God  that  the  wiU-  dignifies  between  prini^ple  and  empty  proiession. 
lia  deed.  "My  son,  give  Me  thine  Once  resign  the  heart  to  Him,  stripping  it 
heiut."  He  that  tend^  what  he  has  in  of  its  mammon -worship  and  divided  af- 
Ae  wish  it  were  more,  receives  credit  fection,  andeachandallofits subsequent 
for  the  more  he  never  tendered.  The  workingswill  moveinsweetunisionwith 
cheerful  giver  only  ia  chronicled  among  Hia  eternal  plan.  Such  is  the  virtue  <d 
iKaven's  contributors,  and  none  other  a  regenerated,  heart.  The  vain  rich  man 
shonid  be  pressed  or  admitted  into  the  who  tenders  a  fair  outside  to  his  professed 
Kirice  of  ttie  sanctuary.    To  attract  the  Master,  but  whoee  heart  still  cleaves  to 

Bolice  of  man  is  to  foridt  the  favour  of  his  'wealth,  knowa  no  such  bliss.    He  is 
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BatMed  with  an  earthly  treasure.    He  of  luefulnegB  other  than  as  God  hath 

has  his  good  things  here,  and  luiiiriat«a  prospered  thetn.   Wlio  are  they  that  have 

in  the  possession.    Beligiou  costs  him  fuUyexperieDcedtOietrulii  of  the  saying, 

nkoney — still  he  partg  with  it  as  a  sacri-  "  It  is  more  liJessed  to  ^ve  than  to  re- 

fice  on  the  shrine  of  social  Tespoctability.  ceive?"     Not  the  recipient  certainly — 

He  grudges  the  necessity,  and  so  he  nay,  not  the  needy  petitioner  who,  with  hat 

for  it  is  all  loss,  pure  loss  to  him  as  an  in  hand,  penunbolates  the  public  walk 

offering  to  Heaven.  It  uants  the  sweet-  for  alms — not  the  pauper  who  drags  out 

smelling  incense  that    consecrates  the  in  hospital  an  eleemosynary  existence,    i 

oblation ;  sUB  he  submits  to  the  sacrifice.  Need  carries  with  it  no  blessing,    no    j 

in  ordffl  to  allay  that  nightmare  of  the  bounty.     Poverty  of  spirit  doe^— not 

"  gti]]  small  voice"  which  breaks  bis  poverty  of  fortune.    The  empty  purse    I 

peace — but  he  cannot  leap  through  the  is  neighbour  to    the    be^^ar's    wallet. 

needle's  eye.    Strait  as  t^  gate  k  to  all,  Wherein  consists  the  ble^dnes  of  re- 

it  will  be  still  straiter  to  him  when  stand-  ceiving?     Is  there  such  a  thing?     We 

ing  outode  with  his  money-bags.    The  nowherefinditmentionedinGod'sword. 

otU  lies  here.    He  has  no  practical  belief  Nowhere  ia  the  act  of  receiving  enjtuned 

in  the  existence  of  a  future  state.     He  as  a  duty.     The  Framer  of  tixe  human 

would  not  altogether  disown  it,  though  heart  knew  the  selfi^nesa  engrafted  there 

he  partly  wishes  there  were  none.    Its  by  sin,  and  foresaw  the  readiness  to  ac- 

joys  are  such  as  be  does  not  very  well  oept  the  alleviation  of  sin's  privations, 

oomprehend,    never  apprehends   except  But  the  readiness  to  communicate  is  a 

through  the  medium  of  apocalyptic  de-  different  thing ;  tiierefore  is  the  duty  en- 

Bcription ;    still  he    would    prefer    the  forced  by  every  consideration  of  the  pre- 

paseageopwaids  to  the  other  alternative,  sent   or   the   future.     "Give  unto  him 

of  whose  "  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  that  asketh  of  thee," — "  He  that  soweth 

gnashing  of  teeth"  he  never  bears  with-  bountifully    shall  reap  bountifully," — 

out  trembling,  and  would  gladly  pro-  "  He   that  forsaketh   (vdnntarily   ear- 

|utiate  by  another  wretohed  sacrifice  of  rendereth)   bouses   or  lands,   father   or 

pelf.     His  soul's  portion  is  on  this  side  moiber,  for  Hy  name's  sake,  shall  receive 

— all  beyond   is   a   blank.  ,  The   unre-  ,  an  hundredfold  in  this  world,  and  in  the 

newed  nature,  acted  upon  by  the  heat  world  to  come  life  everlasting."    His 

of  commercial   Miterprise  or   of  sordid  worldly  estate  shall  increase,  or  Ms  desire 

indulgence,   effervesces  in   a  mist  that  and  occasion  for  it  decrease.     His  earthly 

hides  the  future.   All  around  is  so  allur-  friends  shall  become  an  hnndi»ifold  what 

ing,  that  be  cares  not  the  veil  should  be  they  were  in  number  and  efficiency,  and, 

withdrawn.     Heart's  ease,  like  the  so-  in  the  "  end  of  the  ages,"  he  himself 

named  violet,  is  pleasant  to  the  sense,  shall  shine  as  the  bri^tuees  of  the  fir- 

To  be  safely  thus  occurs  not,  so  ravidied  mament.    He  acted  wuely.    He  laid  not 

is  he  with  his  many  goods.    These  are  up  his  treasures  upon  earth — there  tJiey 

laid  up  for  many  years — why  should  he  would  obtain  only  an  earthly  reversion ; 

not  eat,  drink,  and  be  meny  ?'  he  depceited  them  where  they  will  prove 

If  the  rich  time-server  is  but  a  blank  an  enduring  investment.    Already  does 

in  creation,    a   mere   cumberer  of   the  he  experience  the  blessedness  of  giving, 

ground  and  consumer  of  its  produce,  the  in  the  assured  security  of  the  investment 

wise  diepensers  are  earth's  noblest  work-  made. 

men,     'They  are  the  ministere  of  Heaven  Spiritual  wisdom  conmsfe,  therefore, 

for  good — faithful  stewards  alike  of  the  rathw  in  communicating  than  partaking 

mysteries  of  godliness  and  the  gifts  of  — in  deeds  of  mercy  and  chanty  rather 

Providence,    God  is  consulted  in  all  their  than  in  circumatanoes  of  necessity.     It 

acts — eternity  contemplated  in  all  their  ia  even  so  in  the  business  of  life.     Many 

plans.     They  are  such  as  shall  shine  for  are   its  analogies  in   commercial  ioter- 

ever  and  ever   as  the  stars  of  heaven,  course — many  the  inatanctt  in  which  the 

Not  only  are  many  turned  to  righteous-  seasonable  dbtigation  Inings  more  than  a 

nesB  through  their  instrumentality,  but  proportional  return,  actually  heaps  blesa- 

their  desire  is  that  more,  and  still  more,  mgs  upon  the  giver  and  lender ;  whereas 

shall  enjoy  rdigious  privileges,  till  at  Isst  the  receiver  stands  literally  humbled  in 

that  knowledge  which  bringeth  salvation  his  ovra  sight  by  the  very  weight  of  the 

shall  be  publidied  to  all  mankind.    There-  accommodation   rendered.      Thoee   thus 

fore  do  they  set  no  limit  to  their  schemes  scripturaUy  wise,  savingly  wise,  resemble 
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Him  they  aerve.    He  is  the  niuTeraal  communicatioii  to  the  extent  at  his  own 

(iirer.     His  hand  is  ever  filled  with  desire  to  receive.    "YearenotstriiiteDed 

benefits.      Hia    very    judgtnente    diHtil  in  Me."     There  is  no  limit  in  the  dispen- 

mercies.    To  be  good  and  do  good  is  t«  sation  of  grace  on  God's  part  be>rond  the 

beGodlike.   'The  great  Bestover  is  no  utter  inatality  of  the  imperfectnatia^to 

;    leurer.     He  asks  nothing  in  return  in  reach  perfection   in   its  preunt  trttiiei-> 

' .  tind  for  Himself — only  a  grateful  and  a  tiouaiy  state — the  finite  to  exhaust  the 

loving  heart.    All  His  solicitudes  are  in  infinite.     "  Open  wideth^  mouth,  and  I 

beh^  of  His  creatures.    .llieHeadofthe  will  fill  it,"  is  the  Spirit's  iDTitatioii; 

Church  BUpplicat«B  for  His  members —  "  Satisfy  me  early  with  Thy  salralioii, 

to  ShejJierd  of  Israel  yearns  for  the  till  there  shall  not  be  room  to  receive," 

kiihs  of  His  flock.     He  knows  that  alt  is  the  cry  of  the  believer  in  the  ignor- 

nbom  the  Father  hath  given  Him  shall  aiHje'  of  his  own  incapacity  and  unpre- 

rme  to  Him  ;  but  these  are  cow  in  the  paredness  to  admit.     The  longing  soul 

■ildenicga  of  trial  and  discipline,  and  would  be  filled,  and  is  filled  to  overflow  - 

gnat,  oh,   how    great  1  is   the  peril  to  ing,   while  in  the  attitude  of  longing, 

ibich  tiiey  ore  exposed  I     Powers  visible  Let  him  take  the  benefit  of  his  present 

iDdinvisible  are  leagued  against  them,  condition  as  a  supplicant  in  the  eye  of 

Tmptations,  jealoneies,  persecutions,  re-  Him  who  is  never  approached  in  vain. 

prMchea,  and,  above  all,  indwelling  un.  Let  him  mark  the  "  holy  calm  diffusing" 

iuTE  to  be  combated  and  subdued ;  and  in  whidi  he  rises  from  his  bended  knees. 

^reatie  the  help,  seasonable  the  relief,  That  same  is  an  answer  to  prayer — to 

cbeering  and    oonfirming   the   counsel,  prayec  uttered  in  faith ;  but  it  is  not  the 

one  child  of  Giod.  may  extend  to  another  whole  answet :  it  is  biit  the  earnest  of 

m  tiMse  years   of  his  pilgrimage.      In  better   things   to  come  so  soon  as  the 

i(  ksons   are   learned  and   principles  goal  can  receive  titeui  •  richer  blessings 

(aUUiehed — truths  are  inculcated  and  greater  conquests,  yet  to  be  obtained,  as 

eiperiencffi  acquired.     The  Gospel  ciir-  the  grtipee  rf  Eshcol  were  but  the  earnest 

ncdim  comprises  both  theory  and  prac-  of  t£e  roll  inh^tance.     Herein  is  the 

tice.  k  it  the  disciple  learns  both  to  mysteiT  of  godliness  in  ref»«nce  to  every 

^ov  ud  to  do ;  nor  in  what  he  learns  one  who  is  bom  of  the  Spirit,    "niis 

iws  is  leam  for  himself  merely.    His  answer  t^  jffayer  is  lie  believer's  parofc- 

p^&m  B  that  of  a  pupil  teacher.  -  No  ment  of  investiture — his  clear  title — the 

i^pbue  is  of  "  private  interpretation,"  witness  in    himself  that  he   is   of   the 

iKJt&er  is  Christian  experience,  the  be-  adopted.    Let  him  not  undervalue  the 

liever'a  hope,   or   the   comforting    and  peace  rf  conscience,  tie  joy  in  the  Holy 

sanctifjing  inguence  of  the  Spirit,  to  be  Ghost,  such  anem'nest  is  fitted  to  inspire. 

^f  only  private  use.     "  Freefr  ye  have  The  jattoess  of  reconciliation  1ms  b^;un 

rtwived,  freely  give."      "The  things  — the  full  conformity  to  the  mind  that  is 

Una  hut  heaid.,  uie  same  commit  ^ou  is  Christ  is  in  progress — the  answering 

Iofailhfulmen,vhoshaU  be  able  to  teach  of  face  to  face  in  the  mirror  of  the  word, 

wlteiB  abo."     As  there  ia  no  monopoly  and  the  reflection  of  the  hfe,  is  ever  ac- 

"f  pace  bestowed,  let  there  be  none  of  qniring  a   greater  completion — till,   a 

Snce  enjoyed ;  and  esqni^te  is  the  com-  length,  such  wOl  be  the  sense  of  miion 

mimion  of  state,  feeling,  and  triumph,  and  the  harmony  of  intCTests,  such  the 

»iiits  know,  when  each  to  other  tdla  surrender  of  the  whole  man  to  the  Divine 

nv  graciously  his  Lord  has  dealt  with  will,  that  the  believer  d«;lares  his  readl- 

'"m.    Not  less  the  duty  of  taking  others  ness  "  te  depart  and  he  ever  with  the 

'     liy  tJie  hand — the  young,  the  timid,  the  Lord."     How  can  he,  then,  during  the 

"iKonsDlate — and  helping  them  on  their  progress  of  such  intimate  accommodation, 

My  through  the  quicksands  and  over  ever  manifest  other  than  the  readiness  of 

tbe  mountains.     Hot  small  the  bleseed-  a  fellow- worker  ?     He  feels  he  con  never 

iwofbearingeachother'sbuiden.    The  do  enough.    AU    he  has  ever  accom- 

J?"!,  enlarged  by  the  Spirit  of  grace,  plished  in  the  life  of  spiritual  service  he 

Btessnewin  its  renewed  opportunities  acknowledges  to  be  "less  than  nothing," 

™  dmi^  good.    The  field  of  apiritmal  — all  he  ever  "  suffered  in  the  cause"  as 

^^nmodation  is  then  occupied.  The  not  worthy  to  be  named.  Still  is  he 
^ait  transacts  with  the  believer  up  to  "  an  unprofitable  servant," — unprofit- 
™  eitent  rf  his  capacity  of  reoavmg,  able  in  the  little  he  has  done  as  regards 
ind  the  wnl  responds  to  the  Sjnrit'e    its  results,  and  munly  unprofitaUe  ia 
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compivuoii  with  the  much  man  he  might  trace  a*  his  uuctified  cofttribation  to  the 
have  done,  had  he  entered  earlier  on  the  building  npof  tbeCImrch  aathebodjof 
Chriadan  warfare,  uid  endured  still  Christ— w  a  aoDFce  of  high  personAl  gn>- 
gieater  "  hardnwa  aa  a  good  iddier  "  in  tification— a  trofby  of  acceptance  as 
the  fight  of  faitii.  "  None  but  Christ "  God's  hmbandinan.  The  Head  of  the 
is  his  proudest  boMl^-CIirist'B  scrrice  Cbtirch  pennits  this  glorying.  The 
hia  constant  aim.  He  wreatlee  in  prayer  spiritnal  nature  rebels  not  against  this 
— be  urges  bj  admonition — he  embarks  self-complacency  when  reflected  in  the 
his  energies  in  every  approved  policy — ■  mirror  of  seU-insufficiency,  any  more  I 
projects  new  master-strokes — labours  in  than  the  contriving  mechanician  with- 
word  and  doctrine  as  the  Spirit  has  holds  the  tribute  of  praise,  the  glow  of 
qu^ified  him— till  every  poesessiciD  of  mutual  sstisfaction,  from  the  sabeidiaiy  ' 
time,  influence,  and  means  u  placed  nn-  artisan  that  precis  the  dedgn.  Every 
reservedly  at  God's  command.  new  heart  attuned  to  devotion — every 
But  tha«  is  another  aspect  of  the  sectionof  heathenism  redumed  to  Chris- 
fellow-WOTker.  Hitherto  he  has  been  lendom — every  new  otetraction  removed 
viewed  in  reference  to  his  reo^nition  of  from  the  tract  of  home  evangelization 
the  Divine  will,  and  the  sense  and  love  — may  wsQ  awaken  a  joyfnl  ieBp<»iae  in 
of  duty.  Hia  joys,  however,  are  not  the  soul  of  the  fellow -worker.  His  ei- 
oonfined  to  the  spiritual  nature — -his  clamatJon  still  is,  "  Who  maketh  thee  to 
humauity  is  also  accettdble  to  tiie  bleaed-  differ?" — while  with  it  minxes  the  secret 
neee  of  hia  high  calling.  While  doing  and  sweet  satisfaction  of  not  having  lived 
and  suffering  all  for  the  Divine  glory,  entirely  to  himself.  In  every  turn  of  bis 
and  pouting  mainly  for  the  recompense  history  he  erects  his  Bethel  of  remem- 
of  reward  in  the  skies,  still,  as  an  in-  brance  that  the  "  Lord  is  gncions,"  and 
habitant  of  earth,  whose  surface  is  his  no  lece  frequent  his  Ebenezer  of  record- 
sphere  of  operation,  he  is  allowed  to  ance,  "  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped 
■urvey  the  work  that  has  been  blessed  in  me."  If  the  worldling  congratulates 
hia  hands,  and  to  rejoice  therein.  His  himself  upon  the  discretion  and  manage- 
anintal  system — that  wonderful  congeries  ment  with  which  he  disposes  of  hie  suh- 
of  external  senses,  propensities,  and  sen-  stance,  much  more  may  the  Christiau 
■Umenta,  of  percejitive  powers  and  *ea-  fellow-worker  rejoice  in  the  fniits  of  his 
soning  faculties — is  also  regaled  at  the  labour.  Being  ordained  to  bring  forth 
additions  nutde  to  the  work  of  the  sane-  fruit,  he  joys  that  his  fruit  remaineth  a 
tuary.  The  establishment  of  Messiah's  standing  monument  of  God's  working  in 
kingdom  is  a  spiritnal  conquest ;  yet  may  him,  and  of  hii  working  through  God. 
the  ehoutfi  of  victory  be  heard  ou  earth.  These  types  of  progrees  are  his  memorials 
and  gladden  the  sight  and  ear,  as  they  before  the  Lord,  as  was  the  atonement 
swell  the  heart  and  neighten  the  melody  money  of  the  children  of  Israel ;  nor  will 
of  the  conquerois.  Hence  every  temple  they  perish  throughout  his  generation, 
ooasecratea  to  the  Divine  sravice,  one  any  more  than  that  of  the  d^ys  of  Pnrim 
stone  of  vhich  the  believer  was  instra-  in  the  reign  of  Esther.  His  service  done 
mental  in  raising — every  new  ^rtion  of  will  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  him.  Be- 
wafite  ground  he  has  assisted  in  adding  turning  from  his  field  of  operation  in  the 
to  the  Gospel  vineyard — every  soul  re-  world  or  the  sanctuary,  carrying  with 
claimed  to  holiness  Uirough  his  co-opera-  him  his  sheaves  of  luxuriant  bloesom,  he 
tion— every  practical  improvement  he  will  share  also  in  the  fruit^  of  his  travail, 
bos  suggested  in  the  schemes  of  general  as  the  husbandman  doth  in  the  joys  of 
usefolaess — every  item  of  good  he  can  his  harvest-home. 
(To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 
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We  continue  the  Letters  of  good  Mr        D[ear]  Sib,— Voum  of  the  11th  past 

GUleapie  with  ["]  was  very  acceptable.    I'm  much  Bfttis- 

fied  to  understand  you  do  not  now  meet 

No,  in.,  with  such  harassings  as  some  years  ago. 

written  shortly  after  the  preceding.  What  need  have  we  to  put  up  the  prayer 

[■]  6o«  vol.  iv-,  pp.  600-603.  Christ  directs,  "  lead  us  not  into  temp- 
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talion,"  and   what    obligation  are   we  witnessd  for  Chriats  trntba  in  op^iOBitJon 

under  to  render  thanka   when   Ho   is  to  AntichriBt  and  bis  blaupbemies,  during 

,    graciously  pleased  therein  to  hear  and  12G0  years  of  hiacoDtinuaace  ;  caUdtwo, 

ausver.  because  sometimes  very  few,  yet  always 

1  have  been  remarkably  Bupportad,  a  competent  number ;  to  be  killd  politi- 

'■    what  I  have  undergone  coniddeTa  ;  and  cally  or  also  naturally,  and  to  be  dead  in 

am  bound  thence  to  hope  I  will  be  as  a  Btate  of  death  as  to  witnessing,  three 

remarkably  and  memorably  delivered,  years  and  a  half ;  juntbefore  Antichrists 

2  Cor.  I,  9,  10.  rdgD  and  continuance  shal  expire ;  and 

IdeQretobecoDcernd[that]  theLord  at  the  end  [of]  3}  years  to,  be  raisd,  in 

Tutj  lupport  yon  under  the  lengthned  their  persons  or  aucceseora ;  and  made 

ml  tii^  yon  mention.    When  you  say  ascend  to  heaven,  a  state  like  heaven, 

jw  bring  reproach  upon  reli^on  by  the  compard  with  the  best  one  the  Church 

Maner  jou  carry  under  it  [i.e.,  under  was   in   during   Antichrists  reign.     Ih' 

til!  "  trial "  supra]  I  hope  and  believe  Goodwin  in  hia  explication  of  the  Reve- 

m  are  mistaken.    The  persons  [men-  ktion  shows  it  is  highly  probable  they 

tinned]  Amos  5,  18, 19,  20  evidentlj;  are  are  to  be   killd  in   Brittain,   and  cites 

KoSeta  who  despised  Divine  warnings  Brightman  asserting  ■  •    •  [illegible] 

I7  the  prophets,  and  were  told  tbey  furlongs  (Kev.  14,  20)  are  the  precis* 

siouldtilunderonesore  judgment  after  length  of  Engknd  from  east  to  west. 

another,  till  they  were  finally  capitivated  Tho'  tis  too  true  was  the  conversion  of 

(=captured).     The  Apostle  to  the  He-  the  Jewa  now  to  happen  it  is  likely  it 

brews  iccounts  the  period  in  which  he  would  be  little  regained,  it  is  probable 

wioM,  the  last  days  ;  not  only  with  a  it  will  fall  out  at  a  season  when  it  will 

vie*  ia  the  Jewish  Oeconomy  ezpir'd ;  be  regarded,  after  the  fall  of  Antichrist. 

Wt  oho  because  there  was  to  be  no  'new  The  stupidity  [that]  has  seizd  the  gene- 

Dmne  dispensation  for  the  Lords  glory  ration  is  dreadful,  and  the  low  state  of 

>°d  aetvice,   and  the  salvation  of  the  the  Lord's  people  most  threatning.  Wbat 

*™1b  of  men.     The  Millenium  it  would  you  observe  we  have  more  reason  to  be 

aRiesr  is  a  definite  number  of  years,  for  afraid  of  abounding  iniquity  than  of  the 

an  indefinite  ■;    a  time  of   long   peace,  French  is  true ;  but  it  is  also  undoubted 

I^^Bperity,  purity  of  the  Church,  when  we  have  all  reason  to  dread  our  sins  ahal 

religion  and  its  professors  shal  be  as  open  a  gapp  for  tb^  to  break  in  upon 

much  howurd  in  the  world  as  they  are  ua.     May  the  Lord  affect  us  by  His 

i°w  deapia'd ;    to  commence  after  the  warnings  and  prepare  for  what  shal  be 

tilKiig  ajtd  resurrection   of   the   "  two  Hia  will. 

witnMsea;"   tie   ruiae   of   Antichrist;  Please  make  my  wife's  and  my  com- 

cdBveraon  of  tb.o  Jews ;  the  kingdoma  pliments  acceptable  to  Mr  Walker,  yotn; 

"I  tie  world  become  the  kingdoms  of  father ;  hers  to  you. 

'be  lori  and  Hia  Christ.    1  never  could  I  will  bo  glade  with  your  convenience 

M  DC  form  to  myself  a  satisfying  in-  to  have  a  line  from  you  with  your  newe. 

topcetation  of    what  is   reveald  con-  — I  am,  D.  Sir,  yours  affectionately, 

'^ruEg  the   first   resurrection  and  its  Thos.  Gillesfie. 

MOBequentea,   Rev.  20,   4-7    [•].     [I]  .  Domeerhune,  23d  Jfarcft  1756. 

most,  therefore,  leave  it  as  a  mystery  [Same  address.] 
not  to  me  unfolded.    Some  make  the  two 

ntoEcsea  the  old  and  new  Testaments,  In  the  next  Magazine  the  Lettav  shaH 

tiUd^hen  reading  of  the  Scriptures  was  be  continued  and  conclud^. 

FTohibited ;  and  which  had  their  resur-  Our  next  Letter  ia  a  short  and  more 

'*tiou  when  peruaal  of  the  sacred  records  terae- worded  one,  of  the  same  year  with 

"M  again  allowd.     [This  is]  not  at  all  theabove.   Thereferenceintheearlysen- 

pobsble.    The  opinion  seeming  nearest  tences  of  this  "  Letter,"  it  may  be  men- 

tfirti  ia  [that]  they  are  persons  who  tioned  here,  is  to  Byng,  who  was  so 

[■]  We  would  take  the  present  opportunity  basely  made   the   scapegoat  of  the   Mi- 

jljwoinniendiDg  the  fofiowing  coaolurivo,  niatry  of  the  day.     Now,  few  will  be 

•me.  >„A  ^.st  echtOarly  mue  book  on  this  found  to  entertain  the  charge  of  "  cow- 

"?Er  Th^^^nd   S"  ^i**:'   ^^f,^   .h^plef   Admiral. 


iZ    ,"""1     una  "TUB    rnOTiBBna    lears        .,  ~   ,,,        =.       ,     ,  ..      „    '     .  - 

^W  in  the  20th  chapter  of  Bevektions.        Gftlhesoniere's  letter"  spoken  of  pro- 
~"  —     ""         —  announced  the  victoiy  off  Minorca. 

18  the  Marquia  de  la  Galissoniire. 


iiyEev,  Beniy  Gipn»,  1L.B.    limo.    1881.     bably  announced  Uie  victory  off  Minon 
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No,  IV. 

D[EAit]  Sir,— The  Comniui  ,  . .    ._ 

fint,  and  company  laet  week,  prereDted  in  regard  to  tauptationB  as  in  regard  to 

my  returning  the  ioclos'd 'till  now.   They  "  marka  of  grace,"  are  as  apposite  now  aa 

gave  UB  great  enteiiiaiument.     I  thank  then.     Ag^  it  is  very  intereeting  tu 

you  for  Uie  favour.     I  think  theae  are  remark  the  writer's  be&utiful  BuhmiEBioc 

all  I  got.    Anything  in  auch  kind  yoo  to  what  "  is  written,"  albeit  there  are 

get  wul  be  extremely  acceptable  for  per-  some  sentences  not  eaeily  constiued.        i 
ubbI  ;  and  I  shal  immediately  return  it.  . 

I  always  apprehended  a*  our  Fleet  ha«  No,  V. 
been  all  along  idoliid  it  would  be  dasM  V[eht]  D[eah]  Sib, — Yours  of  the ' 
whan  we  had  most  iieed  d  it;  but  I,  ISth  cart,  was  very  acceptable.  I  am 
fiCBTce  expected  the  imputation  of  cow'  glade  your  patient  1  vieited  ianowbetlei 
ardice  upon  <^c«rB  wooM  be  the  cause  in  body  and  mind.  I  wish  he  may  he 
dt  a  miscarriage.  I  woold  fain  have  led  to  see  the  snaieB  of  Satan  and  en- 
hoped  the  story  of  GaUisaoniere's  letter  abled  ta  resist  them.  Too  many  eiercisd 
was  a  fiction  ;  \m.t  now  fear  it  is  too  souls  who  are  in  great  degree  ignorant 
true.  How  melancholy  that  when  the  of  the  Devito  devices  break  their  hearffl 
Lords  hand  is  lifted  upwe  remain  indif-  toe  his  una.  I  pity  poor  Mr  Trail.  The 
ferent  and  secure.  What  cause  to  dieod  account  yon  give  of^him  appears  scrip- 
we  dial  get  a  terrible  awakning.  I  had  tnral  evidence  [that]  he  has  tasted  tne 
got  cold  some  weeks  before  the  Com-  Lord  is  gracious ;  what  he  mentiona  oi 
munion,  which  affected  my  breast  the  vile,  Kdeoua,  unheard  of  temptationB  cf 
Sabbath  preceeding.  That  work  has  Satan  improving  h^  complex  circum- 
carried  oH  all  uneasineffi  in  Bueh  kind.  Btances  to  rack  and  gal!  him  and  destroj 
How  safe !  how  happy  to  be  in  the  way  his  peace  [is  grievous].  It  is  inconceiv- 
of  pliun  duty  whatever  Ib  to  be  encouu-  able  what  advantage  an  afflicted  condi- 
tred.  What  stinging  reflectiDnB  and  tiim,  whether  in  body  or  by  outward 
inward  uneasiness  are  laid  in  for,  by  con-  circumslAUCes,  gives  Sataji  over  the  iiua- 
«Blting  flesh  and  blood;  determining  by  ginationandmindof  aChriBtian;  todart 
present  appearances ;  taking  from  men  into  their  hearts,  and,  in  a  degree,  fii 
and  following  the  advice  the  Apostle  there  whatever  he  pleases.  And  it  would 
Petw  gave  the  Lord  Jesus.  Matt.  6, 22.  be  a  vast  service  to  such  persons  tokno'' 
No  truth  [is]  more  plainly  laid  down  in  and  believe  their  temptations  are  in- 
the  Word,  no  fact  mote  inoonleatihle  in  femal  mechanism,  in  which  there  is,  by 
Providential  procedure  than  that  sinfully  Divine  permiseion,  a  great  deal  of  physical 
to  shift  Christs  CTO«  brings  one  heavier,  agency;  in  which  they  are  as  much  pft- 
They  who  live  well,  I  beheve,  see  a  sin-  tients  aa  if  they  wanted  reason,  were  in- 
gnlar  instance  of  this  in  the  present  capable  of  moral  agency.  Mr  Wallace 
generation  of  profesMB  in  this  Land.  asks  if  I  have  wrote  mm.    I  said  all  to  him 

Mr  Dickson  will  tell  you  what  I  sug-  I  could  write  on  the  subject,  and  am  w 

grated  to  him  about  the  Society  for  dS-  little  capable  to  write  to  my  own  salia- 

tribmting  books,  faction  [that]  I  am  very  backward  to  it ; 

I  never  had  a  cc^y  of  the  extract  from  however,  I  will  perhaps  write  him  ;  W 
Boston's  Fourfold  State  (rf  Man.  I  only  as  I  have  been  taken  up  all  this  day  till 
saw  it.  I  shall  be  glade  to  know  [that]  I  write  this  late  at  night,  I  have  no  time 
Mr  Walker,  yoof  father,  was  not  the  now  to  write  him. 
worse  in  health  by  being  here.  Was  What  you  observe  of  the  huri;  of  seek- 
sorrr  to  nnderstand  ym  was  indispoeed  ;  ing  marks  of  grace  when  one  Bhould  be 
will  be  glade  to  know  you  ure  now  better ;  enga^d  in  aims  directly  to  believe  ^ 
am  straitnd  for  time  ere  the  carrier  goes  promise  and  bve  of  God  is  most  juat ;  at 
of.  Whm  you  favour  me  with  a  line  same  time  nothing  but  the  teaching  oi 
ahalwrit*  you  at  more  length.  My  wife  the  Spirit  will  keep  ub  from  running  lo 
offers  kind  compliments  to  you;  please  [the]  extreme  of  neglecting  [the]  Scrip- 
make  my  beet  wishes  known  to  Mr  ture  use  of  marks  on  the  one  hanil,  or 
Walker.— lam,  D.  Sir,  yours  affection-  putting  them  in  the  Ix)rds  room;  msking 
ately  much  obligd,  acta  of  grace  grounds  of  trust ;  making 
Thos,  Gillespie.  a  Christ  of  inward  feeling,  on  the  other. 

DCNFERMLiNE,  16(i  June  1756.  Persons  are  when  exercis'd  afraid,  ana 

,  [No  addiess.]  there  is  danger  they  should  act  a  rational 
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faith  from  light  and  conviction  go  about 
u  to  the  Bubetance  to  beliere  in  the 
manner  for'the  eitda  Scripture  directs ; 
while  they  do  not  percdve  Dirine  objects 
Si  thej  really  are,  and  are  not  so  acting 
under  influence  of  the  H0I7  Ghoat,  a 
Bpirit  of  adoption  and  faith,  hut  an  en- 
lL|;htiied  mind  b;  attaintment  of  rational 
knowledge  imprees'd  with  Divine  things 
in  respect  of  theiT  eternal  importance  is 
tbe  whole.  From  what  is  above,  and 
other  considerations,  it  appears  humane 
beliH,  the  moet  judicaous  aiLd  valuable, 
go  &  abort  way  towards  the  eaao  and 
relief  of  a  distre^e'd  eonsciencfe,  and  im- 
mediate Divine  interpoution  and  pity  is 
what  gives  relief, 

Pkioe  herewith  receive  Mr  Ednardg 
"Rumble  Attempt  to  promote  prayer 
tor  Berival  of  Religion  "  you  want  to  see. 

With  coDcem  I  have  heard  <^  the  reel 
[^]  at  Court ;  and  tbe  concern  and 


nneaaioeas  it  gives  the  king.  How  la- 
mentable is  it  we  have  tbe  moet  threat- 
ning  and  melAncbolv  prospect ;  and  can- 
not be  affected  with  it,  cannot  prepare 
for  what  we  may  soon  fall  under.  0 
that  we  knew  how  to  seek  the  Lord  so 
ae  to  find  Him,  and  obtain  from  Him 
grace  to  help  in  this  time  of  great  need ; 
and  the  time  of  much  greater  need  that 
seems  to  approach  and  may  be  very  near. 
My  wife  kindly  salutes  you.  A  line  frwn 
you  will  be  a  great  favour.  Be  Bo  good 
as  send  me  the  printed  Appendix  giving 
account  of  tlie  progress  01  Religion  in 
England.  Mr  WalSjje  wrote  you  could 
furnish  me  with  it ;  on  receiving  I  shal 
send  its  prioe.^1  am,  V.  D.  Sb,  your 
much  obHged  friend  and  servt., 

Thos.  GiLLEaPiB, 
Dunfermline,  25th  April  1767. 
'  [Same  address.] 


CntiiapnniitHn. 

ODE  STUDENTS  AND  PREACHERS. 


IttAS  Sir, — Of  late  years  the  Synod 
^  directed  a  large  amount  of  thoagbt 
■fl  ini^mivements  in  tlie  literary  and 
theoli^cal  training  of  its  Divinity 
Btadeats.  The  scholarship  scheme,  the 
>>icnaaed  stringency  of  tbe  examinations, 
Md  tie  wide  field  of  study  ov«:  which 
t^e  stDdenta  are  conducted  undn  the 
learned  and  able  Professors,  are  indica- 
lioBa  of  the  value  which  is  justly  at- 
Isched  by  the  Church  to  a  thoroughly 
educated  ministry.  Nor  have  tbe  pro- 
dnds  of  this  system  of  training  disap- 
pointed expectation.  At  the  two  ei- 
•wmiiieB,  the  very  best  and  tbe  very 
«<«at,  it  may  not  have  operated  witji 
maoh  ^ect,  as  there  are  always  a  few 
■^to,  under  almost  any  system,  wiU,  hj 
wnt  of  native  genius  and  peraeverance, 
figtt  their  way  to  eminence ;  while 
liere  are  possibly  a  very  small  number, 
'*Me  ateiile  hraina  no  culture  can  fer- 
'Jliie ;  hot  the  majority  lying  between 
'lie  eitoames  have  had  the  average  of 
tnoir  literary  and  theological  attain- 
niMta  very  considerably  elevated. 

It  may  he  suggested,  however,  that 
™*  Me  other  d^wirtments  of  training 
which  have,  not  received  that  attention 


which,  their  merits  deserve.  For  in- 
stance, no  adequate  provision  is  made  to 
prepare  the  student  for  being  a  speaker. 
From  t^e  entire  absence  of  any  enact- 
ments enforcing  the  study  of  elocution, 
one  might  imagine  all  Scotsmen,  or  at 
least  i&  students,  were  bom  orators, — 
young  ■  Ciceros,  who  had  but  to  open 
their  lips  to  enchant  applauding  senatee  j 
while  the  fact  is  notorious,  that  many 
students,  preachers,  and  ministeiH  have 
never  sacriiicei  to  the  graces,  and  mar 
the  effect  of  admirable  discourses  by 
their  defective  delivery.  The  pulpit 
among  Protestants  is  claimed  as  the 
minister's  throne,  and  his  work  there  the 
moet  important  which  he  discbuges ; 
surely,  then,  some  considerable  space 
ought  to  be  found  in  the  eight  years 
of  a  student's  University  and  Hall  life 
to  make  him  a  tolerable  speaker.  We 
may  not  succeed  in  transforming  every 
college  youth  into  a  Whitfield,  but  it 
will  be  a  service  of  no  small  value,  if  we 
can  banish  from  the  pulpit  the  wewi- 
Bome  monotone,  the  ever  recurring  in- 
flectbn,  tbe  high  and  strained  voice,  the 
ludicrous  emphasis  on  insignificant  par- 
ticles— "ands"  and  "whens" — and  the 
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jsodigiooB  espenditore  of   long  upon  n&liona :  he  mnat  h&ve  been  apprenticed 

sentences  which  are  introdnctory  Mid  for  a  time  to  an  a|)othecat7,  and  have 

explanatory ;  and  gratify  the  eaia  of  the  actual  experience  in  fever  wards  and 

congr^ation,  and  gain  their  attention,  hoHpitala  before  he  can  receive  his  degree, 

with  an  elocution  which  ia  dmpie,  easy.  Yet  the  student  is  licensed,  who,   for 

and  natural.  aught  the  presbytery  knows,  has  nerer    ' 

The  minister's  life  ia  pre-eminently  taught  a  child  the   catechism,    never    I 

Cclieal.    He  is  not  a  recluse,  to  be  stood  beside  a  sick-bed  to  counsel  the    I 

ied  among  boolts  all  his  days ;  but  a  dying,  never  spoken  one  word  in  public  or 

man   of    ^e    world,    acquainted    with  private  to  a  human  being  about  region, 
human  nature  and  Ufe,  and  skilled  in '        That  many  of  our  students  excel  in 

applying  the  word  of  God,  in  the  pulpit  worlts  of  bve  is  too  well  known  to  re- 

^d  out  of  it,  to  all  the  complicatai  cir-  quire  notice  here ;  but  their  labovirs  are 

cumstancea  in  which  his  flock  may  be  unsanctioned  by  the  Church,  and  what 

placed.    Now,  to  examining  the  cur-  laws  exist  on  the  subject  are  rati^er  re- 

riculnm  of  a  Divinty  student,  we  venture  striotive  than  enconraging.    The  latest 

to  Bay  with  all  respect,  that  the  practical  utterance  of  the  Synod  is  as  follows: 

nature  of  a  minister's  duties  is  insuffi-  "  The  empbyment  of  students  of  Theo- 


le  empbymen 
'  in   pulpit 


ciently  recognised  in  it.  There  is  no  logy  in  pulpit  ministrations  is  ,only 
end  to  eiaminatioca  in  Latin,  Greek,  allowed  in  cases  of  necessity,  and  not  as  a 
Hebrew,  'Logic,  Metaphysics,  Mora!  matter  of  courtesy  or  convenience."  We 
Philosophy,  Hermeneutics,  and  Theo-  do  ask,  in  all  Beriousness,  Is  a  student's 
bgy.  H«  is  required  to  write  in-  education  complete,  who  has  been  for- 
numerable  sermongiand  lectures  to  be  bidden  by  the  Synod  to  preach  to  a  con- 
preached  before  jjresbyteries  and  Pro-  gregation,  and  who,  unless  he  chooses, 
lessors,  and  is  drilled  in  the  exposition  may  never  have  addressed  even  a  prayer- 
of  hard  sentences ;  and  we  have  so  fault  meeting  in  good  earnest  ?  Could  we  be 
to  find  with  such  discipline.  But  where  astoniehed,  though  our  ministers,  with 
is  the  propriety  in  so  shaping  a  young  all  their  intellectual  attainments,  were 
man's  studies,  that,  for  anySiing  the  dry  and  dull  preachers  ?  Is  it  not  to  he 
presbytery  who  license  him  know,  the  wondered  at,  that  so  many  of  the  faults 
first  time  he  ever  addressed  a  popular  of  the  .training  are  corrected  in  the 
audience  on  the  great  Gospel  themes,  pastorate? 

was  after  they,  %'  their  license,  had        AreaderTemarks,thatthatsystemcan- 

aSrmed     their     conviction     that     he  not  be  so  very  bad  which  prodncea  such 

was  fully  qualified  for  instructing  the  excellent  ministers,  and,  with  a  touch  of 

Church  I   The  minister's  work  for  Hfe  is,  complacency,  hints  that  the  ministers  of 

to  preach  the  Gospel  practically  to  living  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  preach 

men;   yet,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  aa  well  al  least  as  those  of  any  body  of 

stndies,,  though  he  preaches  many  dig-  Christians  in  Great  Britain.     Suppose 

counes  before  an  audience  consisting  of  this  to  be  true,  do  they  preach  as  wdl  as 

ministers  and  others,  hs  never  preadies  they  ought  ?    Do  they  preach  aa  well  as 

one  to  a  congregation,  until  he  isfonnally  they  can?    We  have  the  greatest  respect 

Ucensed,  and  teyond  the  reach  of  criti-  ^  for  the  ministers  of  our  Church,  and  on 

ciam.  '  the  whole  do  esteem  their  ministrations 

>     When  the   Crimean   war   broke  out,  as  much  as  those  (rf  any  other  denomi- 

there  was  a  loud  outcry  on  the  discovery  nation ;  hut  it  ia  sheer  prejudice  to  shut 

of  the  unpractical  character  of  much  of  our  eyes  to  the  injurious  influence  of  the 

the  army  discipUne,  to  which  the  graves  exclusively  theological  and  non-practical 

at  Sebastopol  of  brave  men,  who  were  training  of  our  students  throughout  life. 

smitten  down  by  disease,  hore  fearful  The  mind  takes  a  set  in  the  Hall  which 

witness ;  and  our  periodicals  are  every  it  never  loses,  and  pulpit  discourses  are 

year  launching  their  bolts  againet  the  framed   on    the   model  of,  theological 

pernicious  efFecta  of  routine.     Is  there  lectures,  and  sermons  prep^ired  under 

no  danger  of  our  Church  being  injured  terrois  of  presbyterial   criticism.     How 

by    adherence   to   similar   uttpractical  else  is  the  extraordinary  likeness  among 

systems?    No  medical  man  receives  his  discourses  preached  tnf  meu    of   such 

degree  who  has   merely  attended  the  different  characters  to  be  accounted  for? 

Univeraity  clasaea,  written  the  prescribed  Th^  most  evidently  bear  the  mint  of  the 

number  of  themes,  and  stood  the  exami-  Divinity  Hall. 
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Whatiauked,  d>en?    Shall  studenta  apprehend  that  preachera  ore  injured 

te  authorized  to  preach' on  all  occaaionB  aiao,  fay    their    bdag    confined,  while 

before  their  mindB  are  fonuBhed,  and  Btudeuts,  bo  rigidly  to  discoursea  which 

aci]iiire  at  an  early  age  a  fatal  facility  have  been  written  and  conunitted  to 

in  uttering  earnest  commonplaces   and  memory.      It    makes    man;   admirable 

e)i]»hod  scnt«ncee?    We  have  no  Buch  miniatora  perfect  drudges  to  their  manu- 

plan  before  onr  minds,  and  are  conscious  script, — they  being   unable   to  address 

of  the  difficulty  of  legislating  on  such  the  smallest  meeting,  unless  erery  word 

subjects.      Some  students  are  teachers,  has    been   written    and    committed   to 

and  hare  leisure  for  nothing  but  their  memory  with  infinite  labour, — thereby 

Eteiies ;  others  are  tutors  in  some   re-  greatly  circumscribing  th'eir  usefulness.  , 

incte  Highland  district,  with  miles  of  The  sJmost  necessary  rebellion  of  the 

innriand  between  them  and  habitations;  mind  against  tMs  weekly  drudgery  is 

others  are  acquiring  a  pure  Parisian  either  a  resort  to  the  reading  of  dis- 

aceeot  in  the  metropolis  ol  France  ;  and  courses,  which,  though  in  some  instances 

othen  are  deep  in  German  metaphysics  adding  greatly  to  the  preacher's  power, 

It  Berlin  or  Ueddelberg.     But,  making  as  a  rule  works  ill ;  or,  if  ho  is  unwilling 

lUawance    for     occasional    exceptions,  to  read,  he  preaches  without  writing  in 

K^netMng   practical   might  be  attained  full,  but  at  a  time  of  life  when  the  art 

without  much  difficulty.  of  speaking  from  notes  is  hard  to  learn, 

Wevould,  inthefiTstplace.requirethe  and  consequently  with  constraint  and 

prabytery,  on  the  return  of  a  student  carelessly.     Would  it  not  be  possible  to 

fnmhisfirat  session  at  the  Divinity  Hall,  train  young  men  to  speak  from  notes,  as 

to  ingttuct  him  that  he  was  expected  to  barristers  do  ?     We  do  not  mean  that 

engage  in  some  sphere  of  erangelistio  presbytery  and  Hall  eiercisea  shall  be 

mmi,  the  choice  to  be  left  to  himself ;  unwritten, — let  these  continue  as  they 

ud  lliat  be  must  report  to  the  preeby-  are ;  but  iif,  in  debating  societies,  young 

toy  in  what  way  he  was  empbyed.  men's  mutual  improTement  associations, 

M.  The  Presbytery   should  obtain   an  and  even,  occasionally  at  a.  prayer-meet' 

uniial  statement  from  each  student  of  ing,  the   speaker   were   thrown    more 

IhemioTe  of  his  services  in  behalf  of  the  directly  on  the  resources  of  his  own 

Gcipd  during  the  year.    8d.  During  the  mind,  he  would  acquire  a  self-command 

foinh  and  fifth  year  of  his  studies,  the  which,  in  combination  with  the  more 

minister  under  whom  he  site  should  be  formal  work  of  the  presbytery  and  Hall, 

escmraged  to  employ  him  in  occasional  would  endow  htm  with  new  powers  of 

siidresMs  at  prayer-raeetingB  or  other-  usefulness.    The  injury  which  extehipore 

^;  and  for  the  twelve  months  pre-  speaking  inflicts  on  city  missionaries  is 

<ions  to   license,     he     should    preach  the  residt  of  its  being  carried  to  excess ; 

paUioly,  in  the  presence  of  one  or  more  as  the  inability  of  some  ministers  to 

muiiirteis,  let  tia  say  four  or  six  times ;  speak  without  writing,  thereby  becom- 

ihe  ministers  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  ing  mere  "  slaves  of  the  lamp,"  illue- 

theii  admonitions,  and  report  to  the  trates  the  opposite  evil, 

pfsbytery.     In  this   way,  the   student  There  is  yet  another  deficiency  which 

'ould  be  brought  into  personal  relation  we  wish  to  point  out — the  inexperience 

nith  his  future  work,  a  higher  element  of  students  in  the  pastoral  work  of  the 

^onld  be  introdnced  into  his  discourses  ministry.     Beyond  hearing  a  few  lee- 

Eince  they  were  to   be  addressed  to  a  tures  on  the  subject  at  the  Hall,   the 

Ewgregation,  and  the  presbyterial  super-  student  has  little  preparation  for  the 

^ou  would  prevent  him  wasting  his  superintendence  of  a  congregation ;  and 

'"ine  in  work  when  he  ought  to  be  dis-  a  young  man,  who  possibly  has  never 

inpliung  his  mind  and  laying  up  stores  ruled  in  a  larger  circle  than  a  Sabbath 

lor  aft«r  use ;  and  I  believe  we  should,  class,  finds  himself,  on  ordination,  at  the 

under  God's  blessing,  have  a  race  of  head  of  a  numerous  congregation,  not 

■oiDisteis  not  less  int^gentand  accom-  only  ignorant   of    Church   forms,   but 

p1iBhed,uidmoreprofoundlyins;7upathy  having  no  experimental   acquaintance 

*ith  the  wanta  of  mankind  and  the  with  the  class  of  cases  which  requires 

spirit  of  the  GospeL  his  attention.     It  has  often  been  re- 
marked that  the  earnest  ministers  of  the 

We  have  spoken  already  of  the  neglect  English  Church  excel  rather  as  pastors 

<«  docution  on  the  part  of  students  r  we  than  preachera.     May  their   superior 
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power  of  Bupoiutendence  not  be  owing  of  the  preachers  to  nndertaks  «ddidoiui] 

to  their  traiuiug  aa  curates  uoder  eome  laboara.    AtLvthing  is  bett«r  th&a  tbe 

experienced  rector  or  vicar  ?    Wh;  could  listleaBoeffi  oi   inaction,  the   lolling  on 

not  some  portion  of  the  same  practical  sofas  and  roasting  by  firesides,  and  the 

education  be  given  to  our  atudenta,  bf  ruiancj  of  soul  which  insenaiblf  eitia- 

tbeirminiBtersemployiDgtbeminvarioUB  gnishes    the   eothusiasiu  of    intelligent 

benevolent  agencies  in  the  congregation  and  pious  youths,  as  they  travel  year  by 

with  which  they  are  connectm?     The  year  without   obtaining   a   settlemeat. 

Church,  too,  has  it  in  its  power  to  aid  in  Give  t^em  work ;  let  them  be  fuUy  em-    I 

this  useful  service,  by  choojjng  the  more  ployed ;  give  them  a  foretaste  trf  their 

advanced  studeota  fur  eldeia.  anluous    duties    m    a    minister.      The    I 

We  come  now  to  speak  of  Ous  country  is  crying  aloud  at  the  present 
Preachers.  Much  which  might  have  moment  for  instruction.  Raw  youths, 
been  said  about  them  has  been  antici-  without  education,  and  possessed  of  little 
pated ;  we  shall  therefore  limit  ourselves  but  new-born  piety,  axe  going  from 
to  the  consideration  of  one  point— their  house  to  house  holding  their  prayer- 
being  fully  employed  during  their  pro-  meetings,  and  people  come  gladly  to 
bation.  The  unmber  of  probationers  at  bear  them.  What  is  to  hinder  every 
present  is  about  sixty,  and  will  soon  be  preach'er  in  town  and  couutry  throwiog 
nearly  a  hundred:  we  presume  that  himself  into  this  work, — ascertaising  ae 
hitherto  the  majority  have  not  bad  soon  as  he  arrives  at  his  destinatiim 
majiy  idle  Sabbaths,  uid  that,  with  the  what  meetings  are  to  be  held,  or  can  be 
exception  of  a  month  or  two  during  held,  during  the  week,  and  offering  his 
winter,  there  will  still  be  a  sufficient  services.  We  might  have  in  this  way  a 
demand  for  their  services  on  Sabbath  great  many  additional  meetings  every 
throughout  the  year.  But  why  does  week,  and  many  of  those  now  held  }r/ 
the  Church  make  no  provision  for  giving  inexperienced  and  uneducated  men 
them  work  during  the  week  ?  E^  we  greatly  benefited  by  the  superior  talenU 
have  a  noble  band  of  talented  and  edu-  ol  our  preachers.  Nor  would  the  in- 
cated  Christian  men  among  ug,  whose  fluence  on  the  preachers  themselves  he 
VhcJe  work  ia  to  preach  two  discouraes  smalL  The  more  private  laboturs  of  the 
on  Sabbath — very  frequently  the  same  week — the  intercourse  with  laymen  in 
discoiu:sea  they  preached  the  Sabbath  earnest,  the  conversation  with  inquires 
previous — and  occasionally  prepare  a  — would  keep  the  mind  fresh,  warm  the 
new  Hcrmon.  From  Monday  to  3atur-  heart,  give  daily  occupation  to  tiie 
day  there  is  no  work  carved  out  foe  thoughts,  impress  upon  the  preacheis 
them ;  and  should  some  ardent  youth,  that,  though  they  were  not  as  yet  settled 
in  tbe  simplicity  of  a  Christian  heart,  in  a  coogregatioa  of  their  own,  they 
make  himself  a  little  more  active  than  were  as  re^uy  useful  as  thdr  ordained 
others,  in  visiting  the  wck,  or  addressing  brethren ;  and  thus  bring  them  to  She 
meetings,  the  chances  are,  his  zeal  will  pulpit  on  the  Lord's  day  with  an  elas- 
be  reckoned  a  bid  for  a  vacancy.  ticit;  of  s^orit,  which  uo  man  long  heea 

Has  the  Church  no  week-day  work  who  is  striving  hard  i*i  serve  his  God, 

for  its  hundred  preachers  ?    We  do  not  and  wboaa  life  is  a  naeful  one. 
for  one  moment  question  the  wiUingness  A  Mikibieb- 


A  REPRESENTATIVE  ASSEMBLY  AND  A  FULL  REPRESENTATION 
OF  THE  ELDERSHIP. 

Edineubgh,  IQth  Jaaaan/ 1861.  composed  of  representativ<a  from  all 

Dear   Sir, — An   overture  was   submit-  tbe  presbyteries  of  the  Church,  and  in 

ted  to  the  last  meeting  of  Synod  by  the  which  care  shall  be  taJcen  to  secure  a 

session  of  Bristo  Street,  in  the  folloW'  full  repo'esentation  of  the  eldership." 

ing  terms: —  This   overture   was   supported   by  » 

"  That  tbe  Synod  take  into  consideration  brother  elder  (Mr  Thin)  and  myself; 

the  expediency  of  altering  the  con-  but,  as  it  was  taken  up  on  the  Wednes- 

etitution  of  the  supreme  court  of  our  day  of  the  second  week  of  the  Synod'e 

Church,  by  instituting,  in  the  place  of  meeting,  tJie  number  of  members  present 

thepresentSynodjaGeneralAssembly,  wassnuiU.     It  was  therefore  resolved  t« 
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allow  it  to  li«  ova  till  next  Synod.    In  that  they  might  learn  to  know  each 

Ae  meantime,  I  have  beea  requEcted  by  other  better. 

aevenl  members  of   Synod,  who  were  The  arguments  stated  in  favour  of  the 

Cat  when  the  overtiire  was  brought  overtures   submitted   in   1847   eeem   ta 

ard,  and  by  the  leesion  of  Bristo  have  been  cbiefi;  the  foUowmg : — That,  . 

Street,  to  send  to  you  for  insertion  in  under  the  pceseut  arrangements,  there 

the   United  Pnshyterian   Magaiine   the  is   not   felt    sufficiently    by   those   who 

groonds  on  which  the  overture  is  based,  oiigbt  to  form  the  Synods,  tbe  obligation 

The  change  propoeed  in  it  is  one  of  on   them  to  attend ;    that  the  present 

great  importance  to  the  Church.    Several  system  leads  to  great  inequality  in  the 

nher  overtnre^ou  the  same  subject  are  representation  of  the  various  presbyteries 

to  be  bron^rt  before  next  Synod ;  and  it  oE  the  Church  ;  that  were  all  those  who 

is  well,  tho^ore,  that  the  attention  of  ought  to  attend  lo  do  so,  the  court  would 

Ub  Chnrch    should  be   directed  to  it  be  far  too  large ;  and  that,  in  that  event 

before  the  Synod's  meeting.      1  have  also,  the  cost  to  the  Chnrch  of   the 

Oxtdan  to  request  yonr  insertion  of  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  would  be 

the  fdlowing  notes  containing  the  sub-  excessive. 

stance  of  vhnt  I  said  in  supporting  the  That,  under  the  present  arrangements, 

Dvtrtiire. — Your  obed.  servt.,  the  obligation  on  ministers  and  elders  to 

J.  Dick  Peddix.  attend  the  Synod  meetings  is  not  suf- 
ficiently   felt,   is  easily   shown.      Our 

The  propesaL  to  change  tbe  supreme  Church    embraces    5S5    congregations, 

i»iirt  of  thu  Chnrch  into  an  Assembly,  each  of  which  should  send  two  members 

composed  of    representatives   from   the  to  the  Synod.     Were  these  to  attend, 

TuioQt  presbyteries  of  the  Church,  in-  the  court  would  be  composed  of  1070 

Bttad  of  a  Synod  constituted  as  this  is,  members.     In  the  Synod  of  1659,  which 

vu  brought  beftn^  the  Synod  in  1647  {resented  a  full  average  attendance,  the 

111  oTerturea   from  the  ftesbyteriea  cd  nnmbcr  of  members  enrolled  was  only 

GlKgow,  Berwick,  and  Coldstream,  and  488;   so  that  682  ministers  and  ddws 

>(<np«gatioii  in- Aberdeen.    The  matter  were  absent — a   number  sufficient  to 

vaEBeat  dow%  to  nresbyteries  and  aes-  show  that  tbe  g^ieral  sense  of  the  obli- 

mi,  and,  in  the  following  year,  reporta  gation  to  attend  is  not  very  strong. 

M  it  were  received  from  24  preel^teries  That   the  present  system  leads  to  a 

ud  74  seasions.     Of  tliese,  19  pnsbv-  very  unequal  representation  of  the  pres- 

teries  and  62  sesrions  approved  of  uie  byteries,  we  have  but  to  glance  at  any 

pi^nBed  ch^ge.  of  the  Rolls  of  Synod  to  see.     In  1669, 

Toe  subject  was  accordingly  again  re-  out  of   3^  presbyteries  which  compose 

uiCted  to  preebyteries  and  seseionB,  with  our  Church,  35  were  represented  in  the 

a  eeries  o£  queries  to  be  answered  by  Synod  by  221  members,  and  7  by  2(i7. 

Ibem,  as  tb  tbe  constitution  of  the  court,  Of  the  25,  each  had  an  average  repre- 

the  proportion  of  memben  of  each  jves-  sentation  of  9 ;  of  the  7,  each  had  an 

bjietj  which  sbonld  be  sent  to  the  As-  average  representation  of  88.     I  need 

Kmbly,  and  the  proportion  which  mini-  scarcely  say  that,  of  those  having  tite 

BteiB  should  bear  to  elders,  etc.  lower  average,  some  had  much  le«e  than 

Answers  to  theae  queries  were  r^rt«d  the  average  number ;  and  of  those  pro- 

in  1849.    While  the  returns  still  ^wed  during  the  average  of  38,  some  had  con- 

a   general    approval    of    the    proposed  aiderably  more  than  that  average.     One 

<^haiige,  they  mfiered  on  pointa  of  detail  presbytery    had    2    members    present, 

u  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme ;  several  oiily  3,  wliile  one  had  79. 

and,  ostensibly  on  account  of  tiiese  dif-  The  thinl  argument  I  have  stated  as 

lemc<8,  the  matter  was  allowed  to  lie  having  been  used  in  favour  of  the  change, 

ovs.  was,  tbat  if  all  tho«e  who  ought  to  attend 

I  believe  tie  true  reason  why  it  was  the  Synod  were  to  do  so,  the  court  would 

w,  was,  that  the  union  of  the  two  great  be  tar  too  large.     As  1  have  said,  its 

liodies  which    now  form    the  Church  members  would  in  that  case  be  107i>^a 

having  very  recently  taken  place,  it  was  number  which  would  more  than  £11  the 

iodged  to  be  advisable,  ttett  for  some  whole  of  the  Synod  Hall  were  it  entirely 

jears  agportunities  should  be  afFcnded  devoted  to  members.    But  even  were  this 

for  the  meeting  together  of  all  the  mini-  hall  sufBdently  large  to  accommodate 

Btersot  the  Church  at  the  annual  Synods,  all  who  ought  to  attend,  I^need  scarcely 


mblj  of 


M 


pcont  out  that  a  deliberative  i 
1070  membera  would  be  unn 
Business  in  it  would  either  come  to  a 
Btand-still,  or  would  fall  into  the  hands 
of  bdibII  committees,  on  whom  would 
devolre  the  whole  powers  of  the  Synod. 

Again,  were  all  the  congregations  to 
send  their  two  repreeentativea,  the  coat 
to  the  Churchof  the  annual  Synod  would 
be  very  great.  Assnming  ^e  average 
coat  of  attendance  of  each  member  at 
only  L.2,  the  annual  coet  to  the  Church 
Would  be  about  L.2200— a  aum  excearive, 
when  compared  with  the  contributions  of 
our  ChuTcn  to  missions  and  other  schemes. 

That  the  abovo  are  strong  and  suffi' 
cicnt  grounds  for  the  change,  was  ad- 
mitted t^  the  Church  through  ila 
preebyterieB  and  sessiona.  I  shall  not, 
therefore,  dwell  upon  them  now ;  but  I 
proceed  to  point  out  that  the  overture 
presented  by  Bristo  Street  sesion  goes 
beyond  those  formerly  before  the  Synod, 
inasmuch  as  it  not  only  proposes  the 
institution  of  a  representative  Assembly 
in  place  of  the  Synod,  but  that  care 
should  be  taken  to  provide,  in  the  Ab- 
sembly,  for  an  equality  of  repreeentation 
of  ministers  and  elders. 

The  theory  of  our  presbyteries  and 
synods  is,  that  they  are  composed  of  an 
equal  number  of  ministers  and  elders. 
This  is  also  the  theory  of  the  Church 
courts  of  the  Free  Church.  And  if  it  is 
not  the  theory  of  the  Established  Church 
courts,  the  relative  numbers  of  ministers 
and  elders  provided  for  in  them  is  not 
far  from  equality ;  and  such  inequahty 
as  has  been  provided  for  is  not  uniea- 
eonable,  as  it  seems  but  fsJr  that  a 
certain  preponderance  should  there  be 
allowed  to  ministers,  in  order  to  counter- 
balance the  seiudHT  element  which  enters 
into  these'  courts  through  their  connec- 
tion with  the  civil  power. 

But,  wbUe  equB^ty  is  the  theory  of 
our  Synod,  and  of  the  Free  Chureb,  and 
while  it  is  observed  in  tiie  Free  Church 
Assembly,  and  while  the  fixed  propor- 
tion is  observed  in  the  Established 
Church,  it  will  be  found  that  in  our 
Church  courts  there  is  a  most  serious 
inequahty  in  the  number  of  ministers 
and  elders  who  attend. 

I  have  gone  over  the  rolls  of  attend- 
ance at  the  Synod  of  1859,  and  T  find 
that,  out  of  a  total  number  of  488  mem- 
bers, 339  were  ministers,  and  149  elders. 
This  gives  a  proportion  of  9  ministers 
to  4  elders.     But  this  does  not  fully 
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represent  the  preponderance  of  ministers ; 
for  it  must  he  kept  in  view  that  while, 
as  a  class,  from  tJieir  training  and  profes- 
sional habitef  and  their  influential  posi- 
tion, they  are  generally  quahfied  to  ex- 
press, more  or  lees  effectively,  their 
sentiments  in  a  pubhc  deliberative  as- 
sembly, the  eldeiB,  as  a  body,  are  men 
who,  however  eicellent  ss  men  and  as 
Christians,  and  however  fitted  by  cha- 
racter, knowledge  of  life,  wisdom,  and 
spiritual  experience,  to  dischai^  effect- 
ively the  ordinary  duties  of  their  office, 
are,  with  comparatively  few  exceptions, 
quite  unfitted  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  deliberations  of  a  court  so  large  and  ao 
venerable  as  this.  Hence  an  eld^'s  voice 
is  rarely  heard  within  these  walla. 

But  even  this  consideration  does  not 
bring  out  all  the  elements  which  give  to 
ministers  an  enormous  preponderance  in 
this  court.  That  preponderance  is  most 
materially  increased  by  this,  that  the 
ministers  have  the  privilege  of  attending 
every  meeting  of  Synod  and  presbyteries, 
whereas  the  elders,  being  sent  by  rota- 
tion, are,  with  few  exceptions,  sent  to 
the  Church  courts  only  once  in  many 
years.  They  never  have  time  to  become 
familiar  with  the  forms  of  the  house,  or 
with  their  pontion  in  it.  They  feel 
strange  in  it ;  and  all  the  more,  when 
they  contrast  their  position  with  that  of 
the  ministers  around  them.  They  are 
thus,  too,  a  constantly  fluctuating  body, 
— of  itself,  an  immense  disadvantage  to 
them.  Even  then,  were  thdr  numbers 
equal  to  those  of  the  ministers,  and  w_ere 
they  equally  qualified  as  a  class  to  ta^e 
part  in  Synoa  proceedings,  they  would 
still  be  in  no  way  equally  represcpted  in 
this  court.  But  when  to  their  inferior 
natural  qualifications  are  added  then 
inferior  numbers,  their  fluctuating  at- 
tendance, and  their  unfamiliarity  with 
the  forms  of  procedure  of  the  Synod, 
equality  of  representation  becomes  a 
mere  sound,  and  the  elderehip  is  prac- 
tically poweriess  in  this  court.  ■ 

But  it  may  be  said.  What  of  this? 
Have  not  ministers  and  elders  the  same 
end  in  view — the  good  of  the  Church, 
and  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of 
Christ; — and  if  so,  what  matters  it 
whether  there  be  a  preponderance  of 
ministers  in  the  court? 

I  believe  that  both  classea  have  the 
same  high  ends  in  view ;  and  I  rejoice 
in  the  belief,  which  is  universal,  I  doubt 
not,  in  this  Chmrch,  in  the  purity  w 
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motire  aod  higb  moral  and  reUgious  queatioDi  relating  to  these  come  Into 

character,  of  the  ministers  of  the  Church.  couBideration,  there  should  be  a  fuU  re- 

Bnt  this  ia  not  Bufficieut  to  reconcile  preeentation  of  every  other  interest  in 

1^  members  of  Uie  Church  to  the  exist-  the  Church,  and  an  eflicieut  check  and 

ence  of  a  state  of  matters  in  its  courts  control  on  their  actions ;  and  that  check 

m  entirely  opposed  to  the  theory  of  their  is  to  be  found  in  the  efficient  exercise  of 

coDstitation.     That  theory  ia,  that  they  its  fonctions  by  the  eldership.     That 

ore  composed   of  an  equal  nmnber  ot  cIbbb  has  no  personal  or  worldly  interest 

ministerB  and  elders ;  but  the  fact  ia  a  involved    in  its    connection    with   the 

great  inequality.     So  long  as  the  theory  Church   or   thia    court.      Chosen   from 

lemains  what  it  is,  it  is  wrong  that  it  among  the  members  of  the  Church,  the 

iluiild  be  violated.     If  the  present  atate  elders   have   a   common    interest    with 

olmatters  is  right,  the  theoty  shoold  be  them';  and  they  possess  no  otherinfiuence 

>iter«d.  than  that  which  their  personal  character 

fiut  it  ia  not  merely  because  equality  commands. 

i  Um  theoi^  of  the  Church  that  we  de-  But  it  may  be  fairly  asked,  If  the  ex- 

Mud  that  it  sbonld  be  restored :  we  do  iatence  of  thia  equality  is  of  such  impor' 

K  because  ve  believe  that  the  theory  tonce,  and  if  its  non-existence  is  likely 

baa  not  been  adopted  without  the  vary  to  be  followed  by  such  evils,  how  is  it 

beatreuons.  that  these  erila  have  not  made  them- 

Ils  existence  implies  that  those  who  selves  more  roanifeEt   during  the   now 

sdopted  it  did  so  because  they  recognised,  long-continued  existence  of  our  Church  ? 

iai  eome  respects,  a  difierence  of  interests  I  fiud  the  auaw^  in  the  past  circum- 

between  the  two  bodies  composing  the  stances  in  which  the  Chur^  has,  nntU 

»niTt— a  difference  in  the  point  of  view  within  a  few  years,  existed.     Until  quite 

from  which  many  of  the  matters  coming  recently,  she  existed  in  the  form  <tt  se- 

More  Ihem  might  be  regarded,  and  veral  small  and,  individually,  compara- 

lUch  would  affect  tbeir  judgment  and  tively  inaignificant  bodies,  possessed  of 

'insi  iMQduct  in  mmiy  caaee— and  a  dif-  little  influence,  neither 


.  .n  the  qualities  brought  by  them  nor  wealthy.  These  bodies,  all  possess- 
to  ihe  business  of  the  court ;  and  that  ing  the  som«  constitution,  acted  as  a 
t^jdao  recognised  the  fact,  that  blind  check  on  each  other.  But,  beeidea  this, 
ouifidence  ia  not  to  be  placed  in  mere  they  existed  side  by  side  with  a  power- 
0Mdiie8a  i£  intention.  ful  Established  Church,  having  the  same 

Tbti  these  differences,  of  which  the  theoretical  constitution,  but   poesessing 

ileory  implies  the  existence,  do  indeed  an  influence   and  power  vastly  beyond 

Mist,  there  can  be  no  question.     The  that  of  a11  of  them  put  together.     So 

one  cUffi — that  of  the  ministers — 13  pro-  long  as  ^e  relation  between  the  clergy 

fewonslly  connected  with  the  Church,  and  die    elder^p  in   the   Established 

lie  wDrMty  interests  are,  to  a  great  ex-  Church    remained  unaltered,    so    long 

tent,  dependent  on  the  mat^al  pro-  could  it  not  undergo  much  change  in 

■Mrity  of  the  body,  on  the  increase  in  any  of  the  smaller  Presbyterian  bodies, 

uie  Dninbera  and  w^dth  of  ita  members,  and  ao  long  must  the  iimuence  of  the 

isd  in  their  rise  in  social  status ;  and  ministry  in  them  remain  nnincreaging ; 

t^ese  worldly  interests  are,  or  may  be,  because   any  increase  in  that  inSnence 

to  a  very  large  extent  affected  by  what  would  have  been  at  once  detected  by 

takes  place   in  this   court.     Again,  as  comparison     with    the    Church,     from 

inen  set  apart  for  religious  purposes,  and  whence  these  smaller  bodies  sprung,  and 

ipecisUy  trained  in  religious  knowledge,  thegreater,  and  older,  and  more  powerful 

ud  set  over  the  people  as  thefr  spiritual  Church  would  have  been  looked toas  that 

Mmctors  laid  guides,  they  are  placed  from  which  the  rule  was  to  be  gathered, 

u  n  positJou  of  great  infiuence  —  one  In    that    Church   the    constitutional 

ui  which  all  history  shows  they  are  ex-  action  of  the  eldership  was  in  full  and 

Pjwd  to  great  temptations  to  ambition,  efficient  operation, — the  established  pro- 

Ihar  influence,  I  need  not  say,  is  ma-  portion  of  the  elders  being  always  pre- 

'^■isUy  affected  by  what  is  done  in  thia  aent  in  its  Aaaemblies,  and  embracing  in 

^'■xrt.  their  numbers  men  of  the  highest  inflo- 

It  is  n^Mi  therefore,  that  where  their  ence  in  the  country.    But  even  had  it 

^pocal  iutoreets   and   thefr   influence  not  been  ao,  there  existed  another  check 

luy  be  BO  much  affected,  and  where  in  iba  courts  more  powerful  still,  in  the 
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strict  regul&tion  of  its  constitation  b^  I  clo  not  now  find  faolt  witli  thii 

the  civil  law.     In  that  Church  the  re-  corporate  action  of  the  Church ;  but  I 

Utions  of  miniEten  and  people  are  fixed  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  iis 

hy  law ;  bo  that  even  withont  the  pre-  natund  tendency  ia  to  a  state  of  mattos 

sence  in  its  courte  of  a  full  representa-  which  calls  for  watchfulness  and  care. 

tion  of  the  eldership,  its   couBtitution  The  teudency  of  all  corporate  action 

poaBesaes  the  character  of  immobility.  is  to  make    everfthing   bend   to  the 

But  now  the  Established  Church  has  aggrandizement  d  the  corporate  bodj, 

become   much  weak^ied,    has   lost   ita  to    the    enUrgement    of   its   corporate 

great  hold  in  the  country,  has  decreased  power  and  influence,  to  the  elevation  of 

in  numbers  and  in  influence,  while,  on  the  status  of  its  individual  membov,  to 

the  other  hand,  our  Church  has  become  the  increase  of  their   numbers,  >to  the 

united,   influential,    and'  independent ;  augmentation  of  its  reeourcea,  the  molti- 

and  now,  accordingly,  the natuial results  '   '        •■■    ■■          '-   ■    *   ■--        -    ^ 
of  the  want  of  balance  in  its  courts  be- 
gin to  manifest  themselves.     So  long  as 
the  Church  was  poor  and  divided,  tbe 
business  of   the  Synod  was  princip^y 

and  neceesarily  connected  wi^  doctrine  change    which    the    character    of    ( 

and  discipline,   and    meaBurea  for   tbe  Church  undergoee,  renders  it  moat  im- 

spread  of  religion ;  so  tliat  little  practical  portant  that  the  laic  influence  be  restored 

evil  could  arise  from  the  absence  from  it  in  her  courts,  so  that  her  corporate  power 

of  the  elder^p.    But   now  that  the  mar  be  directed  in  such  a  way^  as  not 

Church  is  strong  and  united,  the  cha-  tofead  to  the  evils  which  militarise  frcnn 

racter  of  its  business  is  rapidly  altering,  its  nndne  exercise  in  the  interests  of  lite 

Its  circumstances  lead  its  supreme  court  clergy.     With  tie  necessity  for  the  full 

to  enter  on  a  kind  of  business  in  which  representation    of   the   eldership   I  am 

the  want  of  representation  of  the  elder-  especially   impressed,   when    I    considei 

ship   cannot   but   lead  to  serious  evils,  that  almost  all  the  Bchemes  of  the  Church 

The   Synod  is   yearly  more   and   more  involve  the  laiaiug  and  expending  cd  a 

occupying  itself  with  the  devising  and  large  revenue,  and  that  these  are  the 

carrying  out  of  achemee  of  varions  kinds  schemes  which  most  occupy  the  time  and 

which,  calling  into  action  all  the  power  attention  of  the  court.     Indeed,  I  can- 

of   the  body,   and  directing  all  its  in-  not  resist  the  feeling  that  there  is  some- 

fluence  and    energies    to  definite  and  thing  wrong  in  the  constitution  oi  a 

common   ends,   are  rapidly  tending  to  ChHrch  which  places  in  the   bands  ot 

give  it  more  and  more  the  character  of  ministers  the  regulation  of  money  mat- 

a  compact  organization,  in  which  indi-  ters.  ,1  cannot  forget  the  primitive  rule, 

vidual  and  congregational  action  is  giv-  that  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  should 

ing  place  to  that  which  ia  synodical  and  not  serve  tables, — that  is,  ^onid  confine 

corporate.      I   have    but   to   name  the  themselves  to  teaching,  leaving  ttie  txi- 

numerous  schemes    which,  within  tbe  lectionandependingi^moneytodeacona, 

last  few  years,  have  been  established  in  or  at  leaat  laymen ;  and  I  cannot  see  how 

our  Chiuch,  in  order  to  show  the  impor-  this  rule  should  not  be  as  binding  on 

taut  change  whichbastakenplace  intihe  ministers  in   the  Synod  as  anywhere 

character  of  the  business  transacted  in  else. 

our  Church  courte.  They  are— the  mis-  In  individual  congregations  the  regu- 
sionary  scheme,  the  schemes  for  paying  lation  of  their  pecuniary  affairs  is  not 
oft  debt,  educating  students,  supple-  left  to  the  session,  much  lees  to  the 
menting  stipends,  establishing  miniaters'  minister,  but  is  in  tbe  hands  of  tti^ 
librariea  and  supporting  aged  miniaters.  people  themselves ;  and  it  does  seem  as 
•  To  me  it  seema  that  the  rapid  growth  of  anomaly,  to  mij  tie  least,  that  that 
these  schemes  indicates  a  change  in  the  which,  in  indivnitial  congregations,  is 
spirit  and  character  of  oar  Church.  It  not  conceded  to  elders  or  miniaters,  but 
indicates  lAat  the  Church  is  gradually  .  ia  jealously  retained  in  the  hands  of  the 
ceasing  to  be  a  mere  assemblage  of  con-  people,  should,  in  the  case  of  the  coUec- 
gregations,  and  is  aasummg  the  charac-  tive  meetings  of  tbe  body,  be  left  en- 
ter of  a  great  ecclesiastical  corporation,  tirely  in  tbe  hands  of  a  court  sobslai'- 
with  the  revenues,  the  schemes,  and  the  tiaUy  composed  ot  ministers.  The  money 
business  of  a  corporation.  >  raised  by  the  collectiTe  Church  should  be 
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Kgnlated  in  iU  dispoeat  b^  men  chosen  It  is  tiie  fault  of  the  co&Btitution  of 
Fran  among  the  onlin&t7  members  of  the  onr  Church  courts,  not  of  the  miniaters 
Chmch.  themBelrea,  that  these  mattoB  are  in 
fiut  the  impropriety  of  tesTing  tbeie  their  bands.  To  take  thvse  schemes  out 
mattera  in  the  hands  of  an  assemUy  of  of  the  hands  of  the  ministers,  is  an  end 
nuDisterB,  a^fieara  all  the  more  stiongly  which  appears  to  me  of  meet  material 
nben  we  come  to  consider  that  manf  ot  consequence  for  their  own  credit,  for  tbe 
these  ecbemee  have  for  tlieir  direct  ob-  credit  of  the  Church,  and  for  the  success 
jecl  the  advancement  of  the  status  and  of  the  schemes  themselves.  T  have  no 
tlie  pecuniar;  benefit  of  the  minieferial  doubt  that,  if  left  to  the  ordinary  mem- 
ckffl.  All  these  schemes  are  most  im-  bers  of  the  Church  entirelj,  thej  would 
partAut ;  and  the  sense  entertained  hj  be  not  less  liberally  supported  than  they 
tis  Synod  of  their  importance  is  well  now  are.  But  if  this  cannot  be  done, 
famvn  by  any  one  who  attends  its  meet'  let  ua,  at  least,  by  making  the  fact  and  ' 
iD^  or  who  peruses  its  minutes,  and  the  theory  of  this  court  correepond,  so 
obenyeithe  important  place  in  the  ap-  arrange  tnat  the  class  of  miniBters  may 
peudicea  to  the  miontee  which  ifi  oocu-  not,  at  any  rate,  be  compelled  by  circtun- 
fial  by  reports  on  these  schemes.  stances  to  seem  to  be  tne  exclusive  pro- 
How,  I  beg  to  guard  myself  distinctly  moters  and  dispensers  of  these  schemes. 
SKainet  being  supposed  to  find  aiiy  fault  By  what  arrangements  this  equality 
sill]  any  of  those  schemes.  Granting  of  represen^tion  of  ministers  and  elders 
tbem  to  iw  all  most  excellent,  I  merely  is  to  be  restored,  the  sesaion  of  Bristo 
saj  tliat  it  seems  improper,  it  seems  (I  Street  have  not  thought  it  their  province 
W  slmost  said,  hardly  decent),  but  I  to  suggest.  They  submit  the  general 
"31  wy  inexpedient,  tliat  they  should  princi^e  to  the  consideration  of  the 
ffeai  to  the  world  to  be  projected,  foe-  Synod,  believing  that,  if  it  be  adopted, 
i^  and  administered  by  an  assembly  there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  devising 
iJUioae  whose  benefit  tbey  promote.  a  plan  for  giving  it  effect. 
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Slfi,— In  your  last  number  there  was  in-  how  thereby  either  "  a  disaffected  mem- 

Bertei,  under  the  signature,  a  "Country  ber"  could  be  restrained  from  appealing 

Elder,"  a  long  letter  addressed  to  the  to  the  civil  court,  or  how  that  court 

Re'.DrSomerviUe,  on  the  Cardroas  case,  could  be  precluded  from  interference  by 

tbeconclusion  arrived  at,  in  which,  as  to  the  plea,  that  the  defenders  bold  the 

eidnding   "the   intrusion   of   the  civil  "Voluntary  principle,"  as  to   its  being 

wan  frmn  the  arena  of  the  Church,"  is  wrong    for    National     Institutions     to 

qoite  satisfactory,   but  the  Ttamns  for  favour  one  sect  of  religion  more  than 

Alt  judgment  do  not  appear  equally  another ;  and,    as    to    "  the    Christian 

aWaetory;  eic]uding,aa  this  "Elder"  Church  standing  high  and  apart   from 

te,   "the  idea   of   a   contract"   as  a  allcivil  or  statecountenancewhatever;" 

bit  to  interference,  and,  asserting  as  he  while  the   very   ground   on   which    be 

does,  tltat  "tlie  only  stable  gronnd"  of  afterwards  takes  his   stand,    and    says, 

ffflifflance  is  to  be  found  in  "Voluntary-  that  if  the  Court  of  Session  would  take 

ion,"  without  which,  in  theory  as  in  his  advice  and  that  of  his  correspondent, 

«tion,  he  alleges,  ttjere  can  be  neither  "  it  would  refuse  to  entertain  this  Reduo- 

II  such  a  conflict  "a  pore  breast  nor  tion  of  an  ecclesiastical  sentence  as  be- 

cleaa  hands ; "  and  that,  if  there  is  to  be  yond  its  province,"  is  that  on  which  in 

''co-operation"  on  tMs(jufestion,  between  1849j  and  in  1851,  thestune  court  decided 

tie  Free  and  the   United  Presbyterian  unanimously   tliat  appeals  were  incom- 

Chnrches,  it  must  be  in  the  way  of  the  petent  whether  in  respect  to  forms,  or 

'ree  adopting  that  notion.     Now,  with-  to  the  meritj  of  ecclesiastical  questions, 

5™t  introducing,  on   this  occasion,   the  or  as  to  damages  for  allied  civil  injury 

V^sleTant  question   as   to  the  truth  or  thereby.     Such  was  then  the  Judgment 

f^aehoodofthatopiaion, — anopwiqnes-  of  the  Court,  without  the  most  distant 

"Ou  M  it  is  in  even  the  United  Preeby-  allusion  to  "Voluntaryism,"  or  to  any 

'^^  Church, — the  Elder  fails  to  diow  peculiarity  whatever  in  the  creed  of  Ute 
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Church,  against  whose  sentence  appeal  M  repudiation  of  even  the  word  "jtuts- 

had  been  taken ;  and  as  on  these  occa-  diction,"  on   the  part   of   Bome   ot  the 

uiJnB,    "jurisdiction,"    and    "exclusiTe  judges,  redounds  littLe  to  the  "hoDour 

jurisdiction,"  waannaniinouelyadmitted  ofuie  Bench  of  Scotland,"  and  renders 

aapertainin^  to '^churchcourCs,"  E^tab-  far  from  premature  the  note  of  alarm 

lished  or  Dissenting  alike,  conceradut;  which  has  already  been  sounded. — I  am 

- "  ecclesiaatical    questions,"    the   recant  etc.,  0.  P.  Q. 

altered  tone  of  the  court,  and  the  Hcora-         Jaiaiary  12, 1860. 


ODE  TO  THE   STARS. 

BY  THE  BBV.  A.  L.  SIMPSON. 

All  hail,  ye  wondrous  lights  I 

Glow-worms  of  heaven  1 

Sparkling  in  the  ether  far 

Of  tlie  de^  sky, 
Adorniilg  the  swart  brow  of  silent  ni^t 
Like  pearly  tiara  the  Ethiop. 

Whether  ye  look  down 

From  your  sky-girt  towers 

Through  the  weirded  realm 

Of  night  unchequer'd 

By  the  gaunt,  grim  shadows 

Of  fugitive  clouds, 
Into  the  depth  of  the  Numbering  ocean. 
There  to  contemplate  your  own  bright  images 
Twinkhng,  as  ye  do 
In  the  blue  serene, 
Gazing  with  rapture  mutually, 
As  if  ye  did  envy  each  other's  sjAere  I 

Or,  whether  through  the  rents 

By  the  lightning  made. 

In  the  dark-woven  robe 

Of  atonn-clad  skies, 
Tour  venturous  radiance  at  intervals  streameth, 
And  anon  is  quench 'd  bj  the  closing  strife 

Of  cloud  with  cloud. 
As  if  the  spirit  of  storma  had  ruah'd 
To  extinguish  in  his  drear  realm, 
AU  Ught  but  the  light  of  death— 
The  torch  that  reveals  the  grave  I 

Or  whether  ye  circle  with  mazy  step 
Around  the  fair  form 

Of  your  silver-girt  queen. 
Gliding  harmonious,  through  your  mystic  dance, 

To  the  mnsic  drawn 

From  your  own  viewless  wings — 
Still  we  hail  ye,  beauteous  stars  1 
In  tempest  or  calm,  we  hail  ye ! 

What  time  the  darkling  world 
From  its  dead  sleep  w^ 
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On  the  breiwt  of  old  night, 

And  had  not  ported  yet 

Thoee  phantasies  which  ohing  to  it 

Aa  it  up-Toee  fram  that  profound ; 
When  f  ouag  philoeot^  with  daBky  eye 
Look'd  forth,  unpracti»ad,  over  heaven  »nd  earth, 

Like  uninitUtad  on  the  mjateiiaa 
Of  dread  EleiuU. 

What  w»e  ye  then,  0  Stars? 

To  wondering  aage  And  hind  alike, 
Goda,  gods  wwe  ya  I 

How  fallen  your  empire  now  I 
Your  power  how  dead  t 
What  time  from  their  lone  towers 
Chaldaio  Bsgea  conn'd  your  mystic  lore. 
Traced  on  the  gUtteriag  page  of  heaven, 
Te  were  a  wondrous  book  of  type  and  doom — < 
A  volume  where  were  read  by  aymbol  mute 
The  destinies  of  dmd, 
His  laughter  and  bi«  tears — 
An  oracle  36  wen  on  high, 
Ajid  worahippeis  inuumeroas  ye  had 
Prostrota  before  your  ahirne. 

Tour  nod  hath  sent  the  god  of  war 
To  yoke  his  cluU'gerB  for  the  fray, 
And  shook  from  out  his  great  right  hand 
Jove^a  flftfpii'g  UiUBdw  \ 
And  vehaTS  made  the  tnadden'd  d«i^ot  panee, 
And  quail  in  his  careor  of  blood, 
As,  midway  to  a  throne,  he  stood 
Bedew'd  with  murderoBa  sweat. 
Trembling  beneath  the  omra  givNi 
From  your  imperial  shrine. 
Where  ye  did  circle  in  your  mightlnen, 
Croesing  and  recrossing  each  other's  patli, 
As  ye  wound  through  your  nuiy  dance, 
Evolving  destiny. 

Bow  many  a  high  emprise 

Was  thwarted  l^  your  power 

We  wot  not  now  I 
When  ye  have  summon'd  from  ^oor  dnsky  caves 
Some  filmy  vapour  overshadowing 

Your  light  benign, 
'       Thus  teUing  your  weak  votaries 

How  ye  would  frown  their  ecbemes 

Into  Lethnan  night ; 
TSU  buruish'd  spear  a^  hedm  alike 

Were  hopdees  cast  awi^. 

And  monarch,  fraatrated, 

Fcvsook  the  cam^ 
To  lull  hie  troubled  mind  to  teat 
By  metBcay -drowning  wine ; 
Cfr  fret  away  his  hours  luzuiiona 
'Mid  blandishmenta  of  lore  and  song. 

Mingling  euphoniously 

Their  aU-Eubduing  power, 
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Till,  on  their  ahadowy  pinionB  bome 

Athwart  the  realm  of  dreoniB, 
There  pase  before  ^im  crowns  and  biampbs  new, 
And  sceptres  nerer  grasp'd  by  mortal  htmd, 
And  all  the  gilded  pageantry  and  pomp 

Of  unaaserted  royalty. 
Beckoning  him  upward  to  their  Bliadow7  throne 

Witli  faacinatioQ  wild, 
Till,  snatching  at  the  sceptre  fugitiTe, 
Which,  in  its  mockeiy,  eludes  hid  graap, 
He  Btarts  impatient  from  his  elumberiug, 

And  witli  bewilder'd  ^ze 
UpliftB  his  eyee  to  you,  0  StaiB ! 

And  asks  despairingly 

If  this  be  all  a  dream  1 

And  many  a  wondrous  thing  b«side, 
Now  cradled  in  oblivion's  wakeless  lap, 

Te  doubtless  have  achieved. 

These  vrere  your  triumphH  then, 

When,  in  your  spherea, 
Ye  moved  as  gods  of  underivSd  power, 

High  arbiters  of  fate — 
To  none  responsible  for  your  decrees. 
Though  utter'd  oft  in  marvellous  caprice. 

But  now  'tis  past — 

No  more  do  ye  look  down 

Upon  a  goodly  train  of  worahippeni. 

With  eyee  uplifted  to  your  sanctuary, 

Dimm'd  with  unholy  awe ; 
A  wondrous  glory  burst  from  th'  inner  skies, 
And  roll'd  its  goldeD  tide  athwart  your  patJi, 
And  ye  shmnk  back  before  it«  light 

Ail  from  a  mid -day  sun ; 

Not  now  to  own  again 

The  power  usurped. 

But  with  more  truthful  ray 

Did  homage  to  your  Lord 

Who  gave  you  being, 
And  sent  from  out  your  shining  brothtirhood 
A  messenger  to  do  His  high  behests, 

And  herald  sages  to  Hia  cot 
In  Bethlehem. 

And  beauteous  have  ye  abone  since  then, 
A  happy  band  of  nightly  revellera 

In  bolls  cerulean : 
And  ve  have  sent  your  silken  threads  of  light 

To  guide  the  mariner  along 

His  perilous  path, 

As  warily  he  led  bis  bark, 
With  treasure  ladeo,  from  some  coral  strand 

Begirding  India's  plains : 
And  ye  have  flutter'd  with  a  trembling  ray 

Over  the  bower  of  Jove, 
Intruding  noiselessly  your  tiny  feet, 
Between  the  parting  leaflets  silver-tipt 

With  gentle  light-: 
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And  ye  have  conunnned  wttt  the  great  of  earth, 

Him  who  on  wings  of  thought 

Waa  borne  aloft 

To  your  domain,  and  there, 
Tike  sages  in  the  nove  of  Academe, 
Rave  walk'd  togeuier,  holding  deep  disconrse, 
Till,  having  won  from  you  the  mysteries 
Of  life  so  Btrsnge,  so  strong,  so  beautiful, 

He  etoop'd  to  earth  again, 
And  BCatter'd  far  the  secrets  of  your  realm, 

Bnt  not  for  these  alone,  0  Stan  1 
Nor  diieflj  these,  do  we  now  hail  your  light ; 

But  that  in  all  your  course 

Ye  loudly  speak  the  praise  of  Him 

Who  out  ot^chaoB  fathomless 

Raised  you  a&  living  gems 

To  stud  the  firmament ; 

And  that  you  ever  smile 

Benigoly  on  our  path, 

As  if  in  solace  of  our  misery, 

Till  we,  with  hope  elate. 

Deem  almost  that  we  hear. 

Amid  the  minstrelsy  of  your  revolving, 
A  whisper  faint,  but  ah!  how  pa^ng  sveet, 

That  not  for  aye  is  man 

To  cling  to  this  sad  earth. 

But  shall,  some  favouring  morn, 

Kise  to  a  region  of  immortal  day, 

And  move  in  light  and  love  io^able, 
As  y«  do  now ! 


jinlitifl  nf  Mim  ^nhlicotiniis. 

Ubmotk     o»     Gsokoi:    Whsott,    M.D.,  brother  of  Dr  George  Wilson, — DrDanisl 
F.K.S-K.,    Regius    Frofeesoc   of  Tech-  Wilson  ofTorouto,  himself  aman  ofsome 
itoloRT  in  the  University  of  Edinbnrgh,  mark  in  the  MCeraiy  world — woold  have 
and  Director  of  the  Indnetda]  Museum  charp;ed  himaeir  with  the  editing  of  his 
of    Scotland.      By  hia    Sister,  Jkssib  brother's  "Life;"  and  but  for  the  draw- 
AiTKBN  WiL»ov.    Svo.  backs    connected  with   non-reaideeee  in 
„,,  ^      h    i-^        .        Ar,     1  the  country,  we  doubt  not  ho  would  have 
Edintonrah :  Edmom.™  «id  Douglu.  „ndertaken  this  » labour  of  love."     Aa  ft 
Thbbb  is  an  impression  in  the  minda  of  is^we  are  informed  by  Mies  Wilaon,  ibat 
many  that  no  biography  should  be  written  she''  is  indebted  to  him  for  "  heanj  co- 
by  a  near  relative,  and  least  of  all  when  operation  and  assistance."     "The  proof- 
that    relative   is  a  lady,  aa,  in  the  latter  aheets,"  she  adds,  "have  been  tnbmitted 
cage,  the   supposed  tendency  to  h  partial  to  him  and  to  others  fully  competent  lo 
estimato  of  the  aabject  of  the  Memoir  is  jndge  of  the  representatron   given,  and 
likely   to   be  aggravated   hy  the  idioeyn-  now  go  forth  iiith  their  sanction  and  ap- 
crAtic  kindliness  of  the  female  heart.    If  prov^."    Among  the  "others"  referred 
nnr  readers  are  at  all  troubled  niih  anch  to  in  the  above   sentence,  there  can  be 
au  impression,  they  have  only  to  peruse  little  doubt  that  Dr  Cairns  of  Berwick 
the  Memoir  before  ns  to  have  it  dispelled,  must   be  clasaed,— a  gentleman  who,  for 
or,  at   all-  events,  to  aee  that  the  evil  re-  many  yeare,  held  such  intimate  and  sacred 
ferred  to  is  not  by  any  means  a  nsf-es-  relations  with  the  snbjeet  of  the  Memoir, 
sary   evil,   bot   that   it  may  be   succees-  that  he  traa  accnstomed  to  call  him  hia 
fully    and   thoroughlj  avoided.     Such  is  "spiritual  father," — and  r^ording  whom, 
the  case  iu  the  present  iestaoce.    It  might  Miss  Wilson  states  in  her  preface,  that 
faave   been   expected  that  the  smriving  "  to  him  the  public  instiuctirely  looked 
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with  hope"  in  connection  with  this  iroTi. 
To  the  earnest  deeire  of  tlie  family  that 
he  should  aBBnme  the  responsibility  of 
pn>pariiig  a  Memoir  of  his  friend,  Dr 
Cairns  felt  himself  nnder  the  neces^ti^, 
"relnctanCl;  but  decisivelj,"  of  giving  a 
ideolinature,  and  it  was  odIj  then  that 
Utss  Wilson,  as  she  modestlj  informs  na, 
vna  enabled  to  overcome  her  scrapJes  10 
nniiertake  it  herself. 

No  one  who  reada  the  book  will  rcfirct 
that  this  decision  was  come  to.  Mias 
Wilson  (the  mea  parva  toror  of  a  hnmor- 
ons  little  Latin  epiatleaddrcased  to  another 
sister)  haa  performed  her  task  with  inimit- 
able grace  and  delicacy.  An;  allusions 
to  herself  tbronghout  the  volume  (and  ve 
feci  thai  they  are  but  coo  few)  are  made  in 
BO  indirect  and  ahrinking  a  manner,  that 
we  are  equally  impreased  with  the  modesty 
and  good  taste  of  the  writer.  It  most 
have  been  no  easy  matter  for  Mils  Wilson 
to  keep  herself  so   much   in   the  back- 

E round,   in   this   beautiful    picture  of   a 
eautiful  life,  as  she  has  done.    Consider- 
ing how  much  she  was  with  het  brother-- 
ntly  she  mingled  with  all  hii 


rofeiaion,  hoi^ 
id,  partly  owiiJ 
isly  sen»iiire  i 


(hoDgbls   and   plans,  bow  necessary  shi 

had  become  to  him  during  •--'-- -  - 

when  other  sisters  had  bi 


fhia  later  yi 
een  "beckoned 
away,"  and  when  hia  own  peraonul  torrows 
and  sufferings  began  to  come  upon  him 
thick  and  fast,  on  and  on  till  the  "great 
darkness"  and  the  "unspeakable  cbanfje," 
— coniidering  all  this,  we  are  more  tban 
surprised  that  the  siater-biograpber  should 
have  been  able  to  hide  herself  so  skilfully 
behind  so  much  of  movement  and  aclioQ 
in  which  all  the  while  she  had  so  great  a 
share.  The  Memoir  ia  construcled  on  the 
wise  principle  of  allowing  ils  "  subject "  to 
(peak  for  bimself.  Qj  means  of  his  lettera, 
which  were  □nmeroua,  and  bis  josnial, 
which  was  much  mora  fragmentary  aad 
iaCeimitteBt,  his  character  and  proBress 
are  steadily  and  system atically  anfoTded. 
Any  necesiBTy  links  ia  the  narrative  are 
supplied  by  Miss  Wilsim  with  g[«at  sim- 
plicity and  clearness,  while  occasional 
explMiatioBs  are  given,  tending  to  furnish 
the  standpoint  from  which  to  eontemplata 
what  it  to  follow.  But  there  ia  neither 
afiectaiioa  nor  perplexity  in  these  ei- 
pknations.  The  necessary  thing  ia  done, 
gracefully  done,  and  Dottiing  iBore.  Some 
may  consider  ^e  book  aafflciently  Urge. 
That  ia  a  matter  of  taste.  Wa  cannot  say 
that  we  could  have  wished  it  smaller.  Q'he 
matter  it  contains  ia  wonderfbliy  varied, 
now  amusing,  now  instructive — ranging 
ruaud  the  whole  circleof  human  emotion — 
"  from  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  aevere," 
touching  on  many  points  of  literary  and 
acientiCc  interest,  and  mainlainiiigiis  htdd 
on  the  attention  of  ihe  reader  to  Ui«  end. 


Oeorge  Wilson  wm  bom  in  Edinbar^ 
(the  <uty  in  which  he  spent  his  life,  and 
which  he  adorned  by  his  talents  and  lui 
many  virtues)  on  the  Slst  of  Febnur; 
1818.  He  waa  educated  at  the  Hi^ 
School  and  University  of  that  city.  AfiB 
his  preliminary  curriculum  of  classics,  elL, 
lie  applied  himself  to  the  stady  of  medi. 
cine,  in  which  he  took  the  degree  of  H.D. 
On  the  practice  of  this  profeieit 
ever,  he  never  fairly  entered,  j 
to  his  having  too  nervously  s 
conslitDtion  for  (he  trials  and  roughne: 
of  that  profession,  and  partly  because  i» 
felt  himself  irresistibly  attracted  by  iit 
science  of  Chemistry.  To  this  he  it- 
voted  bis  life,  and  ia  connection  with  Itiit, 
hia  scientific  reputation  was  achierol. 
He  becamo  an  extra-academic  lectuiei  en 
this  science,  in  which  capacity  he  md 
with  distinguished  success.  He  leclnrej 
also  to  the  School  of  Arts,  latterly,  lo  the 
FhiloBophical  Inatitution,  etc.  He  va 
the  neana  of  founding  an  Industriil 
Museum  for  Scotland,  with  which  Gov^nb 
ment  was  pleased  to  connect  a  new  Cbiii 
in  the  Univeraitj — that  of  Technologj- 
and  he  was  appointed  Director  of  lbs  oat 
and  Professor  of  the  other.  A  pslli  of 
enlarged  usefulness  was  thns  opened  up 
to  him,  thoroughly  in  sympathy  wiib  ill 
hia  tastes  and  habits,  and  many  ven 
iMking  fiirward  to  precious  fruits  fnini 
hia  future  career:  but,  alas  t  it  otherwiu 
pleased  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  eicsIS' 
His  frame  had  been  much  weakened  b;  i 
surgical  operation,  rendered  necessaij  bj 
a  disease  in  hie  foot,  and  by  repeatn 
Bubaequent  attacks  of  illness.  His  feebls 
frnme  bad  been  overtasked  j  and,  bsTiai 
caught  cold.  It  passed  into  pleurisy  and 
inBammation  of  the  lungs,  by  wbicb  be 
waicnt  dcnm  on  NoveolberSa,  16S9.  A>- 
wayi  loving  and  amiable  in  hia  dispotilicii 
and  nnblamable  in  bis  life,  hii  mind  ■■■ 
apeciallv  directed  to  the  subject  ofreligjot 
about  the  time  of  the  surgical  operaliot 
referred  to.  The  remit  was.  that  he  be- 
came enlighteacdLy  and  decidedly  pioai, 
for  which  hamy  result  he  was,  under  God, 
indebted  to  the  onremitliag  attentiniii  vA 
counsels  of  Dr  Cairns. 

We  regret  that  our  apace  does  t"! 
permit  as  to  give  more  than  this  ^erf 
meagre  outline  of  hia  life,  and  tliat  nal 
extracts  mast  also  be  so  limited  u  1^ 
shadow  forth,  very  indistinctly,  the  varin 
contents  of  tW  hook. 

The  following  may  be  l«lien  as  cba- 
raccerislic  of   Dr  Wikoi^'s   kindaeis  « 

"Jmaay  blh,  183Sl—I  have  (bis  darbJ 
b)  perform  one  of  the  most  mdancboly  dibo 
wtiiob  it  bai  faUen  to  my  h>t,  tat  aoae  ><■■■> 
lo  psrfoni,  the  buiyiiig  of  a  Btnnger  ia  • 
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[iTftgn  land,  in  Use  cold  gn^e-     Til  (boiit 

luand  ono  of  thti  wardfl  of  (lie  lofinaary,  by 
Uk  biodsome  coatourof  oae  of  the  patfeaU, 
ud  lie  eiceedingly  beautiful  foreheaij  tower- 

leilureB.  I  Intrned  he  was  a,  Oermiui,  s  Riiit 
Jf  j'faw,  who  had  been  Iravelling  from  Aber- 
d^Q  to  Edioburffh,  but  in  gettuig  oS   the 

Iff  It  the  hip.  The  pHiu  and  iacauTenlence 
wm  alight  it  firat,  so  «a  not  to  prevent  hi-n 
nifdliaf  on;  but  on  reaching  Edinburgh 
b  ^n  to  suffer  more  tind  more,  and  at 
IdI  lb  pain  >nd  Inabihty  to  mOTo  tho  limb 
»li[diheeiperieoced,  increaaed  bo  as  to  pre- 
T^^irilking,  and  he  came  into  the  HoepttaL 
F'fjomedays  the  injury  appeared  a  trivial 
'^t:  hi  was  oheerfuC  in  good  health  gene- 

nHj  (pdking  " 

"itthsdMth  of  thiB  man,  nofriende  wore 
hmd  u  claim  his  bod; ;  and  the  thought 
Ihil  his  "beautiful  forehead"  should  be 
loathed  bj  the  diseoctinp-tnite,  George  felt 
Id  be  unbearable.  He  could  not,  howeTer, 
aniltrtiis  to  be  respoQaiblo  for  the  neoessar)- 
eipniEw,  Bo  many  demands  did  the  patipnts 
"■'""  "    ' '  I  slender  stock  of  pocke' 


that  the  blind  would  be  the  most  at 
oiudy  sitoatdd  of  all  when  the  pitohy  darkaesa 
covered  the  devoted  city,  for  to  them  it  would 
malce  no  diffsrence,  and  they  could  eisiJy 
make  their  escape,  when  tlioae  gifted  wilt 
sight  would  tie  confounded  with  tlie  nnneual  ' 
darhnesB.  This  remark,  one  of  sterling  beauty 
and  originality,  seems  to  bavo  etruok  the 
miud  of  Mr  Huiwer,  and  Eunk  deeply  into  his 
thoughts,  and  from  tha  revolvin)^  m  his  mind 
of  this  simple  remark,  hae  given  rise  to 
a  beautiful  creation,  the  blind  Theeealian 
flower  -  gatherer,  Nydia,  one  of  the  most 
eiquisite    characters  of    the  work ;    and    I 

g lease  myself  with  imagining  what  delight 
ulwer  must  have  felt,  when  the  idea  shot 
into  hia  mind,  and  he  saw  what  a  rich  and 
lieautiful  chain  of  incideata  he  could  elicit 
from  tho  remark  of  his  friend  ;  for  whatever 
were  hia  intentions    in    resolving  to  write 


inng 
iplished  WHS,  tl 


how  his 


The  re 

gl)l«t  might  be  acoonr 

•i  the  cioba  in  town,  and  telling  them 
'^t  cnotryman's  death,  ho  assured  thi 
*Ji,  ii  Ihev  claimed  the  body,  hie  slock  o 
t'^ftiHirould  amply  refund  all  outlay.  Thei 
'qinacoice  was  readily  gained  to  Ibis  plar 
lEd  ha  nd  Ihey  were  the  moumera  at  th 

Tk  natitude  of  the  men   for  thia  ac 
■      Not  content   wil 
there  aothia 


<i!  hndasss    . ^ 

tknla,ihey  aud,  'Oh,  air!  i 
•s  Mold  do  for  yon  ?  would  you  like  to  aee 
llif  (loh-room  ? '    He  did  pay  it  a  visit  to 
atisf;  them  that  it  was  in  their  power  to 

j«liHit  he  letaiued,  a  German  prayer-book, 
nr.ping  it  some  future  day  to  visit  his  native 
puce,  and  conmiunicate  with  his  frieuda/^ 

A  specimen  of  sabtle  psychological 
oiLJdsDi  is  found  at  page  Ba  ;— 

"There  ii  another  curious  thing  with 
"moM  te  mental  phraomena,  which  I  note 
™"ii  here  u  very  cnrioQs  and  interesting, 
iMl  in  poets  and  men  of  fervid,  gorgeous 
miptuiiioiiB,  whose  minds  are  Bssentially 
Mn-nalbematical,  and  who  do  not  particu- 

^«t  moat  splendid  and  atrihing  productions 
""e  often  been,  not  tho  result  of  thinking 
"''!  the  subject  to  find  what  could  bo  made 
•I  It.  hot  Irom  the  subject,  or  some  jart  of  it, 
■Ji  in  Mioe  way  coanccted  with  it,  striking 
™r  mind  as  being  particularly  ourioos  or 
^'1,  and  the  percepliaii  of  that  unique 
wttj  hsa  alimulated  their  mental  powers, 
'M  led  (0  their  brightest  effect*.  To  take 
ui  instance,  the  talented  and  imaginative 
"lb™  of  iho  'Last  Days  of  Pompeii,'  has 
BfoUoiied  in  the  preface,  that  the  idea  o£ 
W  """"^  a  blind  girl  into  that  delightful 
"""■i  "u  derived  from  a  remark  of  a  ftiend 


a  the  whole  plot  and  oha- 
racieiB  oi  me  oook.    And  the  above  might 
easily  be  shown  to  be  the  case  with  all  poeta 
in  whom  the  feelings  of  delight  from  such 
Blight  remarks  as  that  alluded  to,  are  amone 
the  most  aigoal  proofs  of  tho   intensity  o7 
their  genius,   and    tbs   excellency  of    their 
powers  0/  creation,  as  well  as  palpably  de- 
ne     inonstrating  how  much    thetr   minds  muat 
of     differ  from  those  of  other  men." 
of         The  generosity  of  Dr  Wilson's  DBtore 
fir     appears  in  a  little  incident  narrated  o" 
tn,     page  107: — 

he         "George's  nnselfiah  devotion  as  a  brothei 
and  Irieod  was  never  more  visible  than  now. 


1  of  whicl 


n  Ilia 
dimly  gue 


eartym 


others 


the  most 
Q.  When 


kept  almost  all  aloof  from  her,  be  would  not 
be  restrained  from  ^ying  to  cheer  the  little 
invalid.  The  evening-time  that  brought  him 
home  was  eagerly  longed  for,  and  when  her 
eyes  were  aealed  up  from  the  effects  of  the 
disease,  and  a  ray  of  light  unbearable,  this 
good  brother  aat  QUtsido  the  chamber  door, 
with  a  candle  so  placed,  (hat  no  light  could 
euter  the  room,  and  tor  hour  atler  hour  road 
the  drollest  atorics,  laughing  over  them  with 
,  heartiness  peculiarly  bis  own.     Wiahiug  to 


Doiio.       Immediately » 

her  great  satisfaction ;   and  not  till  weeks 

permilted,  did  it  Bash  upon  her  what  ahe  had 
asked,  what  the  repulsive  state  of  tho  lips 
had  been,  and  the  danger  even  to  hie  life. 

expression  of  the  generous  nature,  ready  at 
any  moment  with  unconscious  grace  to  sacri- 
fice life  itself  tor  the  objects  of  bis  love." 
The   playfulness  of  hi«  dispositit 

leasnntlj  indicated  in  a  pat 

a  his  temporary  occupation 
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Bicbnioiid  Conrt,  for  the  purpose  of  so' 
caring  greater  facilities  for  tiia  chemical 
operations.    He  says,  in  a  letter  to   bU 

"I  gel  strange  risils  at  my  Kiclimond 
Conii,  from  frieudB.  1  prCBUme,  of  the  pre- 
yioUB  residunt.  Tealorday  a  dumb  iiiaa 
knocked  at  the  door,  and  looked  with  amaze^ 
ment  when  1  opened  it.  I  tried  to  speak  on 
my ;  finders,  but  found  I  Lad  torgottcn  tlis 
dumb  iQphabel.  I  hailed  him,  and  hiok  pen. 
and  paper  lo  write,  but  he  could  not  read 
writing ;   however,  he  whipped   out  of    his 

Eocket  a  bit  ol  chalk,  and  snatching  up  a 
lack  tray,  wrote  on  it  with  his  left  hand, 
backwards,  'Friend  of  way,'  which  I  eup- 
pose  stood  for  my  friend  is  away.  I  saw 
him  in  the  atreel,  and  tiegged  the  chaJk  to 
wrilo  his  friend's  address,  but  he  would  cot 
give  it  me. 

"  When  I  look  possession  of  my  royal 
apartments,  I  saw  lying  on  the  window-sill 
one  of  those  largo  buttons  which  livery-ser- 
yants  wear,  with  their  masttr'a  crest  on  it. 
The  eye  being  broken  off,  I  doubted  not  it 
must  be  a  button  pitched  up  by  some  of 
the  .players  at  pitch  and  toss,  this  being  the 
season.;  accordingly,  a  rap  came  to  my  door, 
and  two  laddies  put  tbeir  heads  in ;  '  Will 
you  ^'s  our  button,  Sir?'  Just  think  of 
Ihe  simplicity  ;  they  never  seemed  to  dream 
1  could  be  ignorant  of  the  place  where  the 
button  lay,  nor  did  tbey  preface  their  request 
by  any  statement  that  the  button  was  tbeira, 
that  it  had  accidentally  been  tossed  up  there, 
that  I  would  find  it  on  the  sill,  etc,  etc.,  but 
euiueing  the  most  perfect  oonfideDce  in  my 
universal  knowledge,  tbey  at  once  asked  for 
it  I  thoughtsuchcouSdence  deserved  similar 
treatment,  so  I,  without  any  unnecessary  re- 
inarkg,  said,  '  O  yes  ; '  walked  to  the  window 
and  got  them  their  button." 

Of  his  religious  feelings  after  he  ex- 
perienced the  great  sptiilual  change,  there 
is  abundant  evidence  furnished  in  the 
volume.  One  or  two  sentences  most  suF- 
fice  here ;  thus  in  1859,  he  says : — 

"  Yet  I  have  a  peace  of  mind  and  a  calm 
joy,  when  not  positively  suffering  (and  then 
they  look  through  the  darkness),  such  as  I 
did  not  know  tSfore.  Of  sucli  feeling  it  is 
not  wise  or  sate  to  write.  They  suffer  by 
handling,  and  1  say  no  more  about  them.  I 
was  trying  to  make  a  clean  breast  by  it,  and 
have  only  achieved  this  long  drone.  Set  it 
down  in  part  to  an  aching  arm,  and  the  anti- 
rheumatio  practice  it  demanded.  .  .  ." 

Again  :— 

"In  body  and  soul  I  am  at  peace  with 
God  and  man,  thanks  to  Him  who  giveth  iia 
the  victory  over  all  our  enemies.  That 
wondrous  15tb  chapter  of  let  Corinthians! 
It  stirs  me  like  a  trump  of  doom.  I  cannot 
--'—■■ ■■  ■«.  break 


anf  jubilation,  and  summons  sound  out  from 
its  solemn  diapason.  Tears  and  confession 
and  thank^iving  take  the  place  of  articulate 


The  closing  scene  is  given  with  con- 
sidtrable  pathos,  but  we  have  not  room 
for  it  here,  having  already  exceeded  our 
liraila.  We  close  the  volume  with  a  feel- 
ing of  profound  respect  for  the  cbarBctei 
which  It  portrays,  and  with  an  earncii 
desire  and  hope  that  many  may  be  stimu- 
lated by  it  to  coltivaie  a  kindred  spirit  to 
that  ofDr  Wilson,  and  lo  follow  like  v^i- 
ful  and  honourable  purposes  through  a  life 
of  consecration  to  Ihe  glory  of  God  and 
the  best  interests  of  men. 

The  perusal  of  this  volume  leads  us,  by 
way  of  postscript  to  our  notice,  to  make 
theinqniry,  What  has  become  of  the  "  Dear 
Museum"  which  Dr  Wilson  laboured  bo 
hard  to  establish?  From  the  narralive  uf 
Miss  Wilson,  it  wonld  appear  that  he  had 
mode  great  progress  towards  the  realiia- 

for  Scotland  ;'"  and  we  understand  that  the 
church  and  the  hospital  in  Argyle  Sqnare 
have  been  purcha&ed  in  order  that  a  sui'<- 
able  edifice  may  bo  obtained.  Why  ate, 
(he  works  not  in  process  of  erection  ?  And 
bow  long  are  (he  nnmerous  and  interest- 
ing objects  which  Dr  Wilson  collected  from 
the  "ends  of  the  earth"  to  liehnddledonil 
of  sight,  no  one  knows  where?  Is  this 
another  instance  of  the  "  red-tapisiu" 
which  operates  so  widely  in  such  matter!, , 
and  especially  when  these  are  matters  of; 
improvement  relating  to  Scotland  ?  i 

The  Scottish  Repobmatiow,  and  oca 
DniiES  IN  RErERENCE  TO  IT.  By  the 
Rev.  Andbew  Tuoksoh,  D.D, 
Edinburgh;  A.  andD.Padon.  1B61. 
This  short  treatise,  as  it  may  be  called, 
on  the  Scottish  Reforraation,  is  the  sub- 
stance of  two  discourses  preached  to  the 
Broiighton  Place  congregation,  in  con- 
nection with  the  late  Tricentenary  cele- 
bration. Dr  Thomson  consented  to  its 
publication  for  circulation  among  the 
members  ofhia  own  congregation  merely  ; 
but  it  may  well  he  let  out  on  a  wider  field,  i 
It  consists  of  a  brief  historical  sketch,  an  I 
able  discrimination  of  principles,  and  a  | 
telling  enforcement  of  duties.  The  state  ; 
of  Scotland  previously  to  the  Reformation  ' 
is  lucidly  depicted.  Then  follows  a  sec-  | 
tioa  on  the  "  Precursors  and  Incidents"  1 
of  the  Reformation  ;  then  its  "Effects;"  i 
and,  lastly,  our  Duties  in  reference  to  tlic 
Reformation.  These  various  themes  are 
treated  by  Dr  Thomson  with  his  usual 
clearness  and  force  ;  and  the  perusal  of 
them  is  well  calculated  to  prepare  the 
mind  for  an  enlightened  and  grateful  ap- 
preciation of  the  blessings,  both  civil  and 
spititual,  which  hare  flowed  from  the  great 
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TMetinf,  on  December  4tli,  when  TuMar 
TeporU  are  expected.  Ciitnlftn  tram  tb« 
Home  Secretaiy,  to  the  uaeappi emended 
coDgregatioTif  with  a  stipend  under  L.ISO, 
weie  ordered  to  be  transmitled. — Thiapree- 
bjteiy  met  npun  oo  tte  Itb  of  December 
— the  Rev.  Dr  Caima,  moderator.  Mr 
B.  Iieitch  delivered  part<  of  trials  for 
licenie,  which  were  Bostaincd,  Mr  Thomaa 
Wentberaton,  BtndEol  of  the  4th  year,  waa 
certified  from  the  Ball,  witb  iiansfercnce 
fcott  the  Presbytery  of  EiJmaniock,  and 
had  subjects  of  diaconrse  asEigned  him. 
Beportg  of  eTsngelistic  work  in  the  three 
diatricta  of  the  preebyteiy  were  given  in  bj 
the  Te^etive  conveners,  and  the  clerk  was 
instmcced  to  transmit  a  copy  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  The  tier.  Messrs  John  Statk, 
Mearns,  Scott,  Anderson,  and  James  Por- 
teons,  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
atudenta— Mr  Stark,  convener.  The  clerk 
wu  instructed  to  remind  the  ministers  of 
the  presbyCerf  residing  in  England  of  t£e 
necessity  of  having  their  places  of  worship 
registered  befoiethe  close  of  1860.  The 
preabytsry  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  remit  of  the  Synod  on  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Mission  Board.  It  was  nnani- 
monily  agreed  to  approve  of  the  first  part 
of  tbe  overture  by  the  Edinburgh  Presby- 
terr  (Synoif  Minuta  for  1859,  p.  85),  and 
ofNoa.  1  and  2  of  the  second  part;  bnt 
the  presbytery  aee  no  neces^tj  tor  No,  8, 
and  are  opposed  to  No.  1.  Tbe  further 
connderatioa  of  this  overture  was  delayed 
till  next  meetinfT,  which  was  appointed  to 
be  held  on  Tuesday,  the  S9th  of  January. 

Butlan. — This  presbytery  met  on  BBlh 
December— Hev.  John  Hunter,  moderator 
pro  ttm,  Mr  Simpson  delivered  a  lecture 
ttpoo  tbe  subject  which  had  been  assigned 
to  him,  and  which  was  unanimously  sus- 
tained. Half-yearly  statements  of  income 
and  eipendilure  were  presented  and  read 
ttaai  the  congregations  of  New  Deer  and 
Hew  Leeds.  A  report  of  Mr  Frame's 
tisit,  by  appointment  of  presbytery,  to 
two  congregations,  to  present  tbe  circular 
relMive  to  angmentatian  of  stipend,  from 
the  Committee  on  tiie  Better  Snpport  of 
tbe  Grospel  Ministry,  was  received  and  re- 
corded. Next  meeting  of  presbytery  to  be 
held  at  Sluartfield,  on  the  Tuesday  after 
the  second  Sabbath  of  April,  when  iha 
remits  of  Synod  are  to  be  considered. 

Carlisle.— This  preahjtery  met  at  Carlisle 
on  the  18th  December— the  Rev.  Henry 
Milter,  moderator  pro  tem.  Messrs  Car- 
mthers  and  Henry  Miller  were  appointed 
'tteeon  statistics— Mr  Carrntbers, 
The  Rev.  AleMnder  Leitch 
gave  notice,  that  at  neit  meeting  of  pres- 
bytery he  would  inbmit  an  overture  to  the 
Synod  on  the  subject  of  Christian  union. 
The  next  meeting  of  preet^ery  is  to  be 


held  at  PeDiilh,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 

Z>ujn/Wu._'I1iii  presbytery  met  on  9th 
Jannary  — Rev.  James  Jenkins,  Castle- 
DoDglai,  moderator.  After  coQhideration, 
it  was  agreed  to  support  the  overture  re- 
garding the  mode  of  electing  members  to  ^ 
serve  in  the  Mission  Board.  It  was  moved  , 
for  consideration  next  meeting,  "  That  this 
presbytery  recommend  the  principle  of  re- 

freientatian  by  General  Assembly  and 
rovinciat  Synods  be  adapted  by  this  | 
Church."  The  arrangement  betwixt  the 
congregation  of  Lochmaben  and  the  Home 
Committee  of  the  Uission  Board  having 
expired,  notices  weie  transmitted  with  a 
cordial  recomnjendation  to  a  new  arrange- 
ment. Next  meeting  is  to  be  beld  at 
Dumfries,  on  the  let  Wednesday  <^  Marcli. 

Dundee. — This  preshytoy  met  on  (he 
8tb  Januaiy— the  Hev,  Dr  M'Gavin,  mo- 
derator. Received  (he  transference  of  Mr 
Charles  Forrester,  student  of  the  first  year, 
from  the  Banff  Presbytery.  Tickets  of  full 
attendance  at  the  Hall  were  read  in  be- 
half of  Gleorge  Gordon  and  James  Stir- 
ling. All  the  students  in  the  bounds  were 
examined  in  the  lectures  beard  during  llie 
past  session  of  the  Hall,  The  presbytery 
were  ealislied  with  the  examination.  The 
Rev,  John  C.  Baxter  read  an  abstract  of 
report  anent  tbe  localities  in  Dundee  aaii 
neighbourhood  destitnte  of  Teli^ons  in- 
stmction ;  stating  first  those  districts  that 
were  in  part  occupied ;  then  giving  tbe 
Seagate,  Blackscroft,  and  Butterbnm  in 
Dundee,  as  nnoocupied  byU«  missionaries 
of  any  evaneelioal  church.  After  fall  con- 
sideration, during  which  it  was  stated,  tbst 
though  Dundee  had  doubled  its  population 
since  1B40,  no  additional  congregation  (ID 
the  six  then  existing,  connected  with  die 
Secession  and  Relief)  had  been  formed  in 
connection  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  1«  meet  the  great  increase  of  popn- 
latioQ  in  that  town ;  it  was  moved  and 
adopted,  that  a  small  cominittee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  steps  to  occupy  the  locali- 
ties mentioned  in  tbe  report,  and  to  advance 
home  evangelisation  in  Dundee  and  neigh- 
bourhood. Committee — Revs.  John  C, 
Baxter  and  James  Wilson  ;  Messrs  Alex- 
ander Taws©  and  William  Scott,  eldera— 
the  Rev.  John  C-  Baxter,  convener.  The 
presbytery  appointed  as  the  Statistic  Com- 
mittee of  the  presbytery,  the  Rev.  John 
Mnir,  Robert  Russell,  and  Alexandw 
Miller— the  Rev.  John  Muir,  convener. 
Mr  David  Lyon  having  given  all  his  trials 
for  license,  was  licensed  by  the  presbytery 
10  preach  the  Gospel  in  connection  vita 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  This 
presbytery  tneets  is  Dundee,  on  Tuesday, 
the  .Sth  March, 

Edinlnargh. — This   presbytery   held  il* 
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una]  itited  meeting  on  the  1st  of  iMt 
month,  Sevenl  atadents  deliTered  dis- 
conraei  u  trials  for  liceoMt,  wkich  wen 
sniuiDed.  Hr  W.  O.  Fraeer,  nho  had 
bMncalted  to  be  eol1e*gne  and  mccewor 
n  ill  Jack,  Dunbar,  intimated  bis  de- 
cliBitare  of  the  c^.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed ID  connection  with  the  United 
kissioti  Cliarch  of  Sontli  Gra^'t  Close  and 
ChilrBsn'  dose,  reported  that  tbej  bad 
uunined  abont  80  of  the  parties  applf  ing 
tobefbnned  into  a  congregation  in  Hen- 
ItiKin  Church,  South  Graj's  Cloie,  and 
itut  thej  were  liighlj  eatisfied  with  the 
cbmcler  and  religions  knowledge  of  tbe 
^icants.  They  were  tnthorized  by  the 
piesbjtery  to  form  them  into  a  congrega' 
■ioii  u  eiitj  as  poisible.  The  committee 
■ppoinled  in  connection  widi  the  demission 
of  Mr  Sdanders,  Mnaselburgh,  reported. 
Ilia  presbyterr.conld  not  see  Ihelr  way  to 
■dopl  tbe  report,  io  consequence  of  the 
iiniiffiuency  of  the  retiring  allowance  pro- 
p<Hed  to  be  given  by  the  congregation  to 
Mr  Sdaiders,  and  appointed  a  new  eom- 
nittee  to  deal  with  tjie  congregation  per- 
iDuiiely  to  aagment  said  allowance.  A. 
Knificiie  of  statoa  was  granted  to  the  Rer. 
i.  D.  Kinnintnoiit,  in  vjew  of  hit  return 
lominisier  in  Australia.  Skk  topply  was 
'Medio  dM  BcT.  Alexander  Lowrie,  East 
Cilier,  for  Jannary  and  February.  A 
pstiiioo  was  presented  bf  the  Miuion 
Chnrtfi,  Portabnrgh,  for  a  moderation. 
I^jietilian  waa  delayed  in  the  meantime, 
•"d  I  enoimiltce  of  presbytery  appointed 
<K  CDTiiider  the  whole  question  of  Hiieion 
ChoTctiea,  and  their  managemEnt,  to  re- 
fW  at  next  meeting.  Closed  with  prayer. 
Hji'n  and  Imierneu. — This  pre^jtery 
i^elUFoiTeson  the  IMhiuK.— Her.  John 
Sinel,  BoderatoT.  Mr  Charles  G.  Squair, 
nadent,  baving  delivered  trial  ezerciset 
W  die  entire  satiafaciion  of  the  presby- 
li?,  was,  with  prayer  and  suitable  ex- 
torutiDtig  by  the  moderator,  licensed  to 
pieach  tbe  Gospel.  Mr  Bcskiike  stated, 
^>  hii  congregation  Lad  recently  talien 
iDlo  tlieir  Eerions  caoBideretion  the  state 
oF  tbeir  place  of  worship,  as  being  not  only 
■mtinooiiTeniently  situated,  but  standing 
Innilientneedof extenstverepaira.  There 
"H  alio  laid  tipon  tlto  table  an  official 
report,  drawn  ont  by  Hr  Reid,  architect, 
Elflin,  from  which  it  appeared  that,  to 
nuke  the  building  last  a  few  years  longer, 
jot  less  than  L.i30  would  require  to  be 
"W  Oflt  in  the  way  of  repairs.  It  was 
Mier  stated  by  }It  Erskine,  that  his  con- 
ir^aiion,  having  taken  the  circnmtt&ncee 
<^  the  cue  fully  into  consideration,  had 
come  onanimoBslj  to  the  decision  chat  a 
new  church  should  be  erected,  and  that 
Ibere  had  been  already  inbicribed  by  the 
■■cmbui  of  tbe  congregation,  and  by  Hated 


«r  occaiional  hearers,  upwards  of  L.MS 
towards  the  proposed  erection.  Themem^ 
bers  of  presbytery  having  expressed  them- 
selves highly  gratiBed  with  the  promptilnde 
and  unanimity  wi^  which  the  congrega- 
tion of  Bnrghead  had  entered  Into  tnis 
measure,  and  the  liberality  shown  by  them, 
oouBidering  their  numbers  and  worldly  cir- 
corastances,  unanimously  agreed  to  assist 
them  to  the  olmoat  of  their  power  in  their 
tespective  congregations,  and  to  recom- 
mend the  case  to  the  favourable  consider- 
ation of  Christian  friends  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  who  may  have  it  in  tbeir 
power  to  render  assistsnce  to  the  congre- 
gation  in  their  praiseworthy  efforts.  HeM 
meeting  of  presbytery  was  appointed  to  be 
held  at  Nairn,  on  Tuesday  after  the  second 
Sabbath  of  March. 

Hamilton. — This  presbytery  met  in  Muir 
Strent  Church  Hall  on  the  30th  October- 
Mr  Strnthers,  moderator.  Testimonials 
were  Fcceived  from  the  different  Frofessois 
that  Mr  William  B.  Wilson,  student  of 
the  second  year ;  Messrs  James  Allison 


U   year  ; 
Martin, 


Messrs  Andrew  Alston,  James 
and  John  Yoang,  of  the  fourth  yi 
Heasn  John  Oifl^n  and  James  M'Kenzie, 
of  tbe  fifth  year,  had  attended  the  respec- 
tive classes,  and  performed  the  prescribed 
exerciser,  daring  tbe  last  session  of  the 
Divinity  Hall.  The  presbytery  appointed 
Tarious  discourses  and  exercises  to  Messrs 
Wilson,  Allison,  Gilmonr,  Alston,  Martin, 
and  Tonng,  to  be  delivered  and  performed 
during  the  recess.  Messrs  John  Giffen 
and  James  M'Keniie,  who  had  completed 
tbeii  tbeological  course,  appeared,  and 
made  application  to  be  taken  on  trials  for 
license,  and  different  subjects  were  pre- 
»eribed  to  them  for  that  pnrpose. — This 
presbytery  met  again,  in  the  same  place, 
on  the  STth  November— theEev.  Mr  Leys, 
moderator  pro  (em.  Messrs  Giffen  and 
M'Keniie  delivered  part  of  tbe  trials  ap- 
pointed them  for  license,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  presbytery  .—This  presl^teiy 
met,  on  the  25th  December,  in  Muir  Street 
Chorch  Hall— the  Rev.  Thomas  Strnthers, 
moderator.  .Messrs  John  Gi^n  and  James 
M'Kenile,  aiadenti,  delivered  Ibe  re- 
mainder of  their  trials  for  license,  to  the 
satiafaction  of  the  presbytery,  and  were 
lioensed  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Mr  Brown 
was  appointed  moderator  for  the  coming 

Krio.— This  presbytery  met  on  the  S5th 
December  lost— Rev.  William  Barr,  mo- 
derator; with  whom  were  present  ffve 
ministers,  but  no  elders.  Tbe  bnsiness 
before  the  court  was  chiefly  the  trial  of 
students  in  theology.  Mr  Robert  Heron, 
of  tbe  first  year,  was  examined  in  the  Latin, 
Qreek,  and  Hebrew  tongues,  to  the  en- 
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tire  satUracCion  of  the  presbjterj,  and  was  the  commilteB  of  preibytery  which  hid  co- 

encouraged   to  proceed  vtih  his  stadiei.  operatedwith thecommitteeof thecongre- 
Mr  Thomag  Hoganb,  ot  the  fifth  ;ear,  de-  gatiea  dnriuE  the  vacancy,  and  eiMCiall; 
livered  h  horaily  on  John  li.  30,  and  an  to  Mesira  S.  Stitl,  W.  J.  Fernie.  and  W.  H, 
esercise  with  addiliona  on  Ramans  viii.  Dixon,  who  had  liberally  aided  the  congn- 
19-23,  which  were  unanimonaly  euatained  gation  in  the  discharge  of  theit  pecaniirj 
as  parts  of  trial  for  licenGe.'  Mr  John  T,  obligations.   TheBeT.B.S.Scottreponed, 
Gowanlock,  trangmitted  from  the  Edin-  that  tbe  Bradford  congregation  had  cealiied    ' 
bnrgh  Freebytcry,  delircrcd  the  whole  of  the  Bom  required  to  entitle  them  to  the   I 
his  remaining  triali  for  license,  consiating  second  grant  ofL. 50  from  the  Synod's  Debl  J 
of  a  lecture  on  John  xx.  £4-29,  together  Li qaidalion  Board,  and  that  the  remaining  1 
with  examinations  in  the  Hebrew  Scrip-  I..3S0  of  their  mortgage  debt  would  con-   ' 
tnres  and  the  Greek  New  Testament  ad  Bcqnently  be  discharged;  and  the  congrega- 
aperfuram  libri.  Church  History,  and  Di-  tion,at  liieirnext  annual  meetiuginApnl, 
Tinity,  all  which  were  naanimonsly  and  hoped  to  be  entirely  free  from  debt.    Tbe 
most  cordially  guBtained.     The  moderator  presbytery  heard  this  statement  with  much 
having  called  upon  Mr  Gowanlock,  put  to  Balisfactioa,  and  agreed  to  record  their 
tiim  the  qaestions  of  the  formula,  to  which  cordial  thanks  lo  Mr  Scott,  clerk  of  the 
he  assented.  Mr  RenCon  engaged  in  prayer,  presbytery,  to  Mr  3.  Stitt,  chairman  of  the 
after  which   the  moderator  declared   Mr  Lancashire  Mission  Board,  and  to  other 
John  T.  Gowanlock  a  preacher  of  the  Gob-  friends,  who  had  rendered  efficient  aid  to 
pel  oflhE  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  efforts  of  the  congregation  for  the  ex- 
addressed  him  in  suitable  and  impressive  linction  of  tbeir  debt.    The  members  of 
termj,  when  the  presbytery  tendered  to  him  presbytery  were  requested  to  retnm  lbs 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship.     The  ReT.  schedules  uf  statistics  for  1B60  to  the  clerk    j 
John  Mitne  submitted  from  his  session  a  at,  or  before,  the  next  meeting,  whicb  il 
case  for  advice,  and  was  directed  to  proceed  was  aj^ed  should  be  held  in  Ht  Psal'a 
according  to  the  rules  ofthe  Church.    Next  Church,  Birkenhead,  on  Tuesday,  lb  e  SSUi    | 
meeting  lo  be  held  oa  the  29ih  January  Fobru«7,  at  II  o'clock  x.v.     The  cleik 


IS  directed  to  inform  the 
thin  the  boands  that  the 
3S(h  December — tlieBe'v,  John  M'Luckte,      Skinner's  able  and  excellent  pamphlet, 


>ng™ali 
—This  presbytery  met  on  the     within  the  boonda  that  the  Kev,  Frai 


presbyte: 

theEevJ  ,  ... 
moderator.  The  court,  at  this  meeting,  "The  United  Presbyterian  Church," may 
was  occupied  in  hearing  the  exercises  of  be  had  at  the  rate  of  50  copies  for  one 
Mr  Peter  B.  Fender,  on  trial  for  license,  pound,  on  application  to  Mr  Skinner, 
Ee  delivered  a  popular  sermon  and  homily.  Mount  Street  Church,  Blackburn,  and  lO 
and  was  examined  in  Hebrew  and  Greek,  reeommend  its  distribution  among  the 
and  in  Church  History.  All  these  exer-  members  and  friends  of  the  denominatien. 
cises  were  sustained.  The  remainder  of  Beappointed  the  committee  for  the  pre- 
his  trials  for  license  are.  to  be  giTen  at  paration  of  a  manual.  OtberboBineES  de- 
next  meeting,  which  was  appointed  for  layed.— A  social  meeting  of  the  Suttoa 
the  Tnesday  after  the  third  Sabbath  of  congregatioo,  which  was  very  nnmeronsl; 
February,  attended,  was  held  in  (he  chnrch  in  Ihs 
Lancashire. —This  presbytery  met  at  evening— the  Rev.  Robert  S.  Scott  of  Man- 
Little  Sutton,  Cheshire,  on  Tuesday,  15th  Chester  presiding.  Suitable  addresses  were 
Jaimary— the  Rev.  John  Thomson,  M.A.,  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Messrs  Graham, 
moderator  pro  (fm.  The  Rev,  Jas.  Towers  Thompson,  Dickie,  Skinner,  and  Taylori 
reported  that  Messrs  Cathcart,  O'Connor,  by  Messrs  Dixon,  Hay  ward,  and  Edwards, 
and  W.  K.  Dixon,  having  accepted  tbe  members  of  the  congregation  ;  by  Ssmuel 
office  of  the  eldership,  had  been  ordained  Stitt,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  and  James  Smith, 
at  Sutton  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  Esq.,  of  Chester ;  and  by  the  Rev.  Vf.  G. 
January,  Mr  W.  G.  Fraser's  edict  having  Fraser,  the  newly  ordained  pastor.  In  the 
been  returned,  and  duly  certified  as  read  conrse  of  the  evening  the  annual  report  of 
lo  the  congregation,  the  presbytery  pro-  the  congregation  waa  read,  and  a  hand- 
ceeded  with  the  services  of  his  ordination  :  some  silver  cake-basket  and  salver,  with  s 
The  Rer.  Alexander  Leslie  of  Tanley  con-  anitable  inscription,  presented  by  friends 
ducted  the  opening  devotional  exercises;  in  tbe  congregation  to  the  secrelaiy.  The 
the  Rev.  Robert  Cameron  preached  anelo-  treasurer's  statement  was  also  read,  from 
quent  and  able  sermon  from  Luke  z.  20  j  which  it  appeared  that  on  the  1st  January 
the  Rer.  Wm.  M.  Taylor  delivered  the  1861  the  congregation  was  entirely  free 
charge  to  the  young  minister;  the  Rev.  from  all  pecan  iary  obligations.  The  large 
Robert  S,  Scott  addressed  tbe  congrega-  audience  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the 
tion;  and  the  Rev,  Matthew  Dickie,  of  proceedings;andthecordialwetcome  given 
Bristol,  presented  tbe  concluding  prayer,  to  the  young  minister  afforded  encourage- 
The  thanks  of  the  presbytery  were  given  lo  ntent  for  the  hope  that  Mr  Fiaser's  settle- 
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UBT  be  tbe 
and  prospers 


>l  I'aislej  on  lath  January — Rev.  Andriw 
Monan,  moderator.  The  fijnod  remit 
on  Froriucial  Synods  was,  after  some 
iiicnasion,  deferred  to  next  meeiing,  and 
i  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
whole  subject,  andreport.  The  committee 
on  slipends  gave  id  b  faTonrable  report. 
Hey.  James  Brown  bronght  forvard  his 
niuiion  in  reference  to  the  exanination  of 
lUiiJencs.  After  deliberation,  it  was  de- 
Eidcd  lliat  in  future  tbe  examination  of 
■rndeals  for  admission  to  the  Hall,  in 
Languages,  Logic,  Moral  and  Natural  Phi- 
biophy,  Mathematics,  and  English  Litera- 
iDre,  be  taken  in  writing,  with  sncli  addi- 
lioDsl  oral  examinations  aa  the  presbytery 
mif  think  neceasarf.  A  committee  was 
ilso  ippointed  for  maturing  the  scheme. 
MesiTS  George  Grahame,  James  Grohame, 
mil  Mango  UiSen  were  licensed  lo  preach 
Ihe  Gospel.  Next  meeting  to  be  held  at 
Greenock,  on  the  Ist  Tnesdaj  of  March. 


minister  of  the  South  United  Prcsbyterinn 
Cburch. 

Died,  at  Olasgow,  on  the  14th  January, 
the  Rev.  Dr  Kobertson,  of  Shamroct  Street 
Church,  in  the  KBih  year  ol'  his  age,  and 
38lh  of  bis  ministry. 


Mr  John  T.  Gowanlock,  Edinburgh,  by 
ibe  Presbytery  of  Kelso,  December  25. 

Kr  Charles  G.  Sqnair,  by  the  Presbytery 
otElfin  and  Inverness,  on  ISlb  January. 

Hr  David  Lyon,  by  the  Presbytery  of 
SiBdee,  on  Sth  Jannaty. 

^rs  Geo.  Grahame,  Jas.  Grahams,  and 
MmgoGiffen,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Paisley 
•Dd  Greenock,  on  15th  Jannary. 


LiilU  SattoTi,  Cheshire.— TbaTtey.W.  G. 
Fnser,  ordained  15lh  January — the  Bot. 
Messrs  Leslie,  Cameron,  Taylor,  Scott,  and 
Dickie,  officiating. 


The  University  of  St  Andrews,  on  tbe 
Slh  January,  conferred  the  degree  of  D.D. 
on  the  Eev.  Peter  Davidson,  Dean  Street, 
Edinhargh,  Author  of  "  Opinions  concem- 
"")!  Jesns  Christ." 

The  Ssnale  of  theUniversity  of  Glasgow, 
Miheir  meeting  on  IBlh  Jannary,  agreed 
'0  confer  the  degree  of  D.D.  on  the  Eev. 
John  Gdraond,  minister  of  the  United  Prea- 
bjteriau  Church,  lalingtoD,  London. 


DiEn,  at  Bridgend,  Ptrth,  on  the  lOth 
'iiauaj,  the  Bev,  Dr  Nawlands,  senior 


It  must  be  weU  known  to  out  readers  that 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  is  at  pre- 
sent making  an  earnest  ^ort  towards  ex- 
tension in  England.  The  wonder  is,  not 
that  the  efforlis  being  made  by  that  Cburch 
now,  but  that  it  should  have  been  so  long 
delayed.  In  hundreds,  nay  in  thousands, 
her  members  have  passed  from  the  noribem 
to  the  southern  part  of  the  Inland ;  and 
why  is  it  that  till  now  there  has  been  no 
organixed  attempt  to  follow  them  with  those 
ecclesiastical  principle?,  and  those  forms 
of  worship,  in  which  they  have  been  edu- 
cated 7  Tbe  effort  is,  in  the  first  instance, 
brought  to  bear  chiefly  en  London;  and 
this  is  well.  I'or,  not  to  speak  of  the  mul- 
titudes of  United  Presbyterians  yeaity 
settling  there,  the  claims  onony  Christian 
Church  of  the  baga  seething  mass  of 
human  beings,  churchle^s,  godless,  in  that 
great  city,  are  incalculably  strong.  We 
heartily  say,  Amen,  to  every  sentiment  in 
Mr  MacGill's  able  representation  on  this 
matter,  which  appeared  in  the  Mieeioiiari/ 
Record  of  last  month.  Tbe  work  in  llie 
metropolis  has  been  boldly  and  worthily  in- 
augurated in  the  settlement  of  Dr  Eldmond. 
We  admire  Dr  Edmond  for  his  public 
spirit  in  this  step  ;  we  honour  him  for  the 
personal  sacriSce  be  hag  made,  in  leaving 
a  large  and  attached  congregation  in  Glas- 
gow; but  we  hare  entire  confidence  Ibat 
be  will  speedily  hare  his  recompense  in 
seeing  around  him  a  large  and  attached 
congregation  in  Islington. 

It  will  be  a  mistake,  however,  if  Lon- 
don be  allowed  to  engross  the  attention  of 
our  Church,  to  the  neglect  of  the  claims 
of  other  large  and  influential  towns  in  the 
English  provinces.  These  ought  to  have 
a  fair  share  of  our  consideration  and  re- 
sources. The  one  thing  should  be  done, 
and  well  done,  but  the  other  should  not  be 
left  sndone.  It  is  astonishing  huw  much 
can  be  atlempttd  at  least  by  a  few  spirited 
persons  in  a  locality,  when  an  encouraging 
and  helping  hand  is  held  otit  to  them. 
Take,  for  example,  Bur  ton- on -Trent.  A 
few  friends  in  that  towti,  with  the  sanction 
and  assistance  of  the  Lancashire  Pres- 
bytery, hare  entered  on  an  experiment 
almost  if  not  altogether,  unprecedented 
in  the  progress  of  our  Chnrch— an  experi- 
ment, bowerer,  which  has  been  carried  out 
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wiib  tlie  moat  enconraging  titeceM  ti7  otber  uid  Gitla|riF,  nd,  we  bdiere.  Hill  faiib- 

leligiotit  bodie*,  espcciall;  in  Ixmdon,  and  fully  wogkt  bj  their  tons  and  laccCMon 

whidi  k  eommiltee  of  our  own  Chnich  are  in  ihe  wuDiMTj.    In  Engluid  n^mtmnii 

ansiom  ibonld  hare  a  trial  in  tita-  metro-  U  not  dead;  it  caimot  eren  be  said,  "II 

Elitao  operatioD*.  The  fnends  in  Barton  aleepeth.'  Whalerer  maj  be  Ifae  reanlt  of 
Te  commenced  the  election  of  a  neat  tiaa  mgrement,  it  deaerTei  at  leaEt  to  BOC- 
and  nibEtsntial  cbapel,  wilAaat  a  iiuufer,  ceed.  It  deserres,  and  in  order  to  Ence«!> 
or  imUm,  or  eonffrtgaiimi.  Thn  are  few  mnst  Tcceire,  die  countenance  and  rap-  j 
in  nnmber ;  but  the  noreltf  and  boldocia  port  of  the  Chnreh.  Iti  success  wilt  in  J 
of  their  movement  testify  that  thej  bare  all  likelihood  be  the  signal  for  Eianinf>  t  J 
something  more  essential  to  snccess  in  similar  morement  in  some  other  place;.  I 
such  a  cause  than  mete  nnmbeis,  namelj.  Strictly  speakiDg,  tins  is  the  first  stip  of  I 
leal,  liberalitjr,  and  actiiity.  The  more-  the  Lancashire  Presbytery  into  the  Hid- 
ment  may  be  called  sectarian.  It  is  so,  land  Connties;  and  we  traat  that  the  pres- 
in  the  senw  that  it  ia  Fredijteiian  in  a  byteiy  which,  with  its  indefiitigable  clerk 
plae«  where  Presbyterianinn  is  not,  bnt  and  itsartiTe  Mission  Board.hasdonetich 
where  ncTertheless  tme  Pieabyterianism  good  service  for  onr  eanse  in  its  own  iit- 
wonld  be  a  great  boon,  in  order  to  show  trict,  and  even  in  "  the  regions  hejoud," 
that  in  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  in  diil  is  keeping  its  eye  on  nich  towns  as  Derby 
affairs,  lomething  like  order  is  attainable,  and  Biimin^am, — the  one  to  the  nortli, 
Bat  it  is,  in  a  higher  and  better  sense,  an  and  the  other  to  the  sonth  of  Barton, 
evangelistic  morement.  The  trade  of  Let  these  be  occupied,  and  tben  it  woDid 
Burton  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  conse-  hare  a  strong  fniniier  line  exieoding  froin 
qnently  the  population  of  the  town  is  Manchester  to  Bristol,  frx>m  any  point  of 
rapidly  growing,  wttfaont  a  corresponding  which  it  conid  advance  towanl  die  in- 
growth of  the  Christian  agencies  of  the  terior.  In  the  meantime,  let  the  efibtt 
place.  The  site  of  the  new  chapel  has  at  Barton  be  ■nalained;  and  if  the  iMoi 
been  happily  chOHen,  being  qnite  in  the  Can  gain  a  fooling  and  maintain  its 
vicinity  of  the  txilditig  district.  Besides,  ground^  how  mncl)  more  the  ilrong  I  The 
while  we  are  sare  that  nothing  too  mnch  chapel  will  cost  abont  L.1000.  Pro- 
— nothing  more  than  we  are  wdl  able  to  mises  of  sabstential  aid  have  been  ob- 
do — is  dona  by  na  to  send  a  much  needed  tained  froih  friends  in  Scotland ;  and  no« 
Gospel  to  Calabar  and  to  India,  we  woald  that  the  time  has  come  to  remind  snch 
venture  to  bint  to  the  members  of  the  friende  of  their  promises,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
United  Presbyterian  Chnrch,  that  there  that  they  will  promptly  and  liberally  per- 
are  places  nearer  home  which  would  be  form  the  same.  "Cast  ihy  bread  npon  the 
none  the  worse  for  a  little  more  of  the  waters;  fortbon  ahalt  find  it  after  many 
Oospd  at  taught  t^  our  Fathers,  Erskine  daya."  C. 


MOVEMENTS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

We  are  sorry  to  Bee  that  our  American  kinsmen  can  ecarcely  longer  appropriate 
their  public  name  as  tJuited  Stal«fi.  The  slave  question  Ijafi  rent  America  with 
convulaiTe  force,  and  time  will  ahow  how  far  the  Bcvered  fragmwite  can  be  again 
united.  The  State  of  South  Carolina  has  secefJed  from  the  Union,  and  it  is  instruc- 
tive to  note  the  grounda  on  which  it  does  bo.  In  ConTention,  the  rwiresentatiyeB  of 
that  State  assign  their  ground  to  be,  that,  "  on  the  28d  May  1788,  South  Carolina, 
by  a  convention  of  her  people,  afsented  to  the  amended  Constitution  of  the  Unilcd 
States.  The  failure  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties  to  maintain  constitutional 
obligations  released  the  other.  Fifteen  of  the  Northern  States  have  deliberately  re- 
fused for  years  to  fulfil  their  constitational  obhcationa.  We  would  refer  to  those 
States  for  a  proof  of  this.  When  the  fourth  artide  of  the  Conatitution  was  adopted, 
tie  sreater  number  of  the  contracting  paitiea  held  slaves.  The  hostility  of  the 
Northern  States  to  the  institution  of  slavery  had  led  thmi  to  disregurd  their  con- 
atitutional  obligations.  The  laws  of  the  general  Govermnent  have  ceased  to  effect 
the  objects  of  the  Constitution.  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  YenuMit,  Maasachtisetts, 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  ■  York,  Penniiylvania,  lUinois,  Indiana,  Cfcio, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  have  enacted  laws  either  nuUi^ing  the  Constitu- 
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lion  or  rendering  useleaa  all  attentate  to  exetmte  the  acta  of  CouKTeis.  la  many  of 
these  ^States  f  ogidvea  '  held  to  aemce  and  to  labour '  hare  been  cLumed,  but  iii  none 
of  them  has  tlie  State  GoTOTDiitent  complied  with  the  stipulation  on  this  subject 
made  in  the  Congtitution."  And  in  the  cause  of  slaTeiy,  accordingly,  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  cornea  to  the  aolemn  conclusion  : — "  We,  therefore,  the  people  of 
South  Carotioft,  by  our  del^^t«8  inCosTentionaHembled,  appealing  to  the  Suja^me 
Judge  of  the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions,  have  Kdemnly  declared  the 
onion  heretcrfore  exiMlng  between  this  State  and  the  other  States  of  North  America 
dissolved,  and  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  has  resumed  her  position  among  the 
nitions  of  the  world  aji  a  freo,  sovereign,  indepwident  State,  wili  full  power  to  levy 
rar,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  commerce,  and  do  all  other  acta 
aitd  things  which  indepeitdent  States  may  of  right  do  ;  and  for  tlie  support  of  this 
dtclaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  for  protection  ou  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually 
[detlge  each  other,  onr  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honour." 

The  slave  States  have  fcJiowed  this  seceasioQ,  and,  even  while  we  writ«,  it  would 
feem  to  be  authentic  that  t^e  firBt  step*  <rf  via  between  the  Soutbem  and  Nccthem 
Slates  have  been  taken. 

From  melancholy  conaiderationa  like  these,  it  is  refreshing  to  turn  to  oiir  own 
ioBlitutions,  and  to  mark  the  love  of  liberty  that  there  previfis.  In  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in  England,  or  15th  January  last,  a  writ  of  habtruci/rpui  was  moved 
lot,  to  be  directed  to  the  Governor  of  the  province  of  Canada,  to  the  Sheriff  of 
Turoato,  and  the  keeper  of  the  jail,  to  bring  up  before  the  Court  in  England  a  run- 
awij  elave  named  John  Anderson,  and  to  bring  up  also  the  warrant  or  authority 
under  which  he  had  been  apprehended  and  iticarcerated. 

The  application  waa  based  oa  the  affidavit  of  t^  secretary  of  the  British  and 
FoEogn  Anti-Savery  Society,  which  bore  that  John  Anderaon,  a  British  sabject, 
m  iU^ally  detained  in  tl^  jail  of  Toronto,  and  that  his  life  was  exposed  to 
the  greatest  and  moat  immediate  danger.    Onr  readers  will  remember  that  John 

U^D,  in  the  course  of  his  acape  Ikhb  slavery,  had  been  obliged  to  kill,  in  sdf- 

iUme,  the  slave-owner  who  sought  to  seize  him ;  and  that,  under  the  treaty 

^nea  tlie  United  States  uid  Great  Britain,  ^plication  had  been  made  to  tbe 
iti  courts  of  Canada,  for  tbe  reddiverr  of  John  Anderson,  as  a  felon  and  fugitive 
skve,  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  in  order  tWt  he  might  be  burned 
lo  death.     This  application,  it  appears,  the  courle  of  Canada  saw  fit  to  accede  to. 

Hence  tha  application  la  our  British  courts  oa  behalf  ot  tbe  slave.  The  applica- 
'"">  was  tuccessful,  and  a  writ  ot  habeas  cwpva  wis  granted.  We  are  told  that,  on 
toe  announcement  lA  the  judgment,  there  was  a  very  general  but  suppreased  ex- 
iKmoa  oC  ^iJause  ;  and  the  oountenanoea  of  aJl  in  court  seemed  lighted  np 
"ith  extreme  pleasure  at  the  result.  Every  feiton,  indeed,  must  rejwce  at  a  result 
^h  ihows  that  the  arm  of  BritJah  law  is  bng  enough  and  strong  enough  to 

Clect  the  humblest  Bubjact  of  the  Qaeen,  even  at  the  remotest  corner  of.  tbe 
^Empire. 

.      ROMAN  CATHOLIC  TOLERATION. 

We  have  to  bail  with  much  gratification,  as  a  norettj  in  these  times,  the  report  giv^i 
in  an  Edinbnr^  newspaper  trf  a  Roman  Catht^  soiree,  held  in  the  Music  Hall  on 
104  January — Bishop  Qillis  in  Uie  chair.  The  report,  being  given  in  a  paper  which 
Winot  be  charged  with  being  unjnst  to  the  Papula,  may  be  assumed  as  accurate  so 
'^  U  it  gon ;  uid  to  Protestant  minds  it  affords  ample  food  for  complacent  and 
Brateful  reflection.  We  hope  to  be  excused  for  presenting  our  reBderswithafewof 
Ihe  flowen  of  eloqueooe,  humanity,  and  divinity  contained  in  it. 

Kdnp  QiUia  commemced  the  proceedings  by  Riving  the  immortal  name  of  Pope 
^  is.  "  He  ia  immortal  before  death,  for  already  the  halo  of  Mary's  glory  is 
"wA  his  brow."  (Bnthusiaatic  hnrrahB.)  "  He  stands  now  on  the  same  level 
*>  th&t  whicb  was  <mce  occapisd  on  earth  Irf  Him  whose  eternal  authority  he  re- 
f^^^nk  to  the  whde  GhriitiaK  world ;  and  that  level  is  one  of  trial  and  humilia- 
^  (CheiM.) 

'['BWT.DrManballwordkily  follows.    Speaking:,  ne  i^esume,  t^  the  dogma  of 
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the  Iminaxniliite  Conc^tjon,  he  says :  "  Pius  TX.  began  in  exile,  and  from  liia 
exile  he  dictated  to  all  Christendom  how  they  ehotrid  place  the  last  coronet  -on 
the  brow  of  Mary.  In  the  real  extremitj  of  hie  weakness,  and  in  the  depth  of  his 
woes,  lie  affrighted  proud  England  from  her  propriety,  as  he  destroyed  with  a 
dash  of  his  pen  the  hierarchy  of  Canterbui^  and  estaUished  that  of  Weetminster 
in  honour  of  the  glorious  name  of  Hary."  This  nognijkent  passage  no  doubt  refeta 
to  the  assumption  of  ecclesiastical  titles,  from  which  we,  for  t)x  first  time,  leam 
the  gratifying  fact,  tiiat  the  Episcopalian  Chnrcb  of  England  ia  ntteriy  mined  tuid 
undone. 

Mr  R.  Campbell,  advocate,  after  criticising  the  Scottish  Reformation,  concluded 
by  congratulating  his  audience  iJiat  their  religion  never  had  been,  and  never  conld 
be,  re&rmed,  and  that  they  belonged  to  an  assembly  si^ewhat  older  than  that  of 
1560. 

Father  Mahon  next  addressed  the  meeting  on  "  the  preservation  of  the  faith  in 
Ireland,"  and  concluded  his  remarks  by  warning  his  hearerato  beware  of  admitting 
into  their  houses  Bible  readers  who  are  not  Catholics.     (Applause.) 

Bishop  Gillis  expreased  hia  cordial  approval  of  this  advice  about  Bible  readers. 

Mr  Campbell,  whose  eloquence  seems  to  be  moet  prized  by  his  audience,  is  nest 
pleased  to  liken  the  worthy  managers  of  the  City  Poor's  House  to  Herod  the  Great, 
and  this  becaise  they  are  humane  enough  to  desire  to  give  poor  children  some  re- 
ligions kuorrledge.  He  entreats  the  Papists  of  Edinburgh  to  form  a  special  asso- 
ciation, "  under  the  protection  of  those  holy  innocents  whocame  under  the  hand  of 
a  more  merciful  Herod  than  our  innocents  meet  with  now.  O  could  we  have  Herod 
the  Jew  back  again,  in  place  of  Herod  the  Free  Chnrchman  I"     (Loud  cheers.) 

Bishop  GilBs  again  cordially  concurs  in  these  enlightened  remarks. 

But  enough  of  this :  for  truly  the  force  of  bigotry  can  no  further  go.  And  yet 
there  is  much  more  of  this  sort  of  statement,  with  which  we  shaU  not  weary  our 
readers.  What  a  triumph  to  the  Protestant  cause  is  this,  that  in  a  Protestant 
country  such  sentiments  should  be  held,  and  avowed,  and  published,  with  impunity. 
In  famed  Italy  or  enlightened  Spain,  were  a  Protestant  to  speak  out  his  mind 
with  similar  boldness,  he  would  no  doubt  receive  a  much  warmer  reception  from 
Bbbop  Gillis  and  his  friends  of  the  Inquisition,  and  much  more  attention  than  these 
papistical  bravadoes  are  likely  to  receive. 

One  word  more.  How  is  it  that  wbtle  the  Pope  is  hated  in  Gome,  unpopular  in 
Italy,  and  despised  on  the  Continent,  he  should  be  adored  by  British  Papists? 
Can  it  be  dat,  by  a  reversal  of  the  ordinary  law  of  nature,  his  attractions  increase 
in  the  direct  ratio  of  distance  ?  Or,  like  some  other  scente,  does  the  odour  of  his 
sanctity  improve  the  farther  we  get  away  from  it?  But  the  question  may  he 
answer^  without  a  figure.  Here  we  have  few  monks,  and  no  Inquisition  duD- 
geons,  and  British  Boman  CathoUcs  are  as  ignorant  of  the  attrocities  of  supersti' 
tion  as  they  seem  be  of  the  advantages  of  Protestantism. 

THE  CARDROSS  CASE. 

Besides  reclaiming  to  the  Inner  House  against  Lord  Jerviswoode's  interlocutor, 
the  Committee  of  the  Free  Church  have  a^^iealed  to  the  country.  On  14th  January 
there  was  held  in  Edinburgh  a  large  and  lofiuential  meeting,  which  is  understood 
to  be  the  first  of  a  series  to  be  hdd  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  The  Lord 
Provost  was  in  the  chair,  and  many  influential  ministers  of  the  Free  Church  took 
part  in  the  proceedings.  Other  ecclesiastical  bodies  were  also  represented  ;  and  we 
may  mention  that  resolutions  were  moved  or  seconded,  or  a  part  taken  otherwise 
in  the  proceedings  o£  the  meeting,  by  the  Rev,  Drs  Harper,  Cairns,  Somerville 
(United  Presbyterian  Church),  Rev.  Db  Goold  (Reformed  Presbyterian  Church), 
and  Rev.  Dr  W.  Lindsay  Alexander  (Independent).  It  is  but  justice  to  the  meet- 
ing to  put  the  resolutions  together,  which  were  carried  unanimously,  and  may  be 
heM  as  the  last  manifesto  of  the  Free  Church  on  the  subject : — 

I.  "  That  the  very  idea  of  a  Church  implies  the  right  and  duty  to  keep  itself 
pure  by  the  excluaon  of  unworthy  members ;  and  that  the  constitutional  principla 
of  religious  liberty  is  not  earned  ont  unless  this  right  is  fully  necognised." 
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II.  "  Th&t  while  the  Chorch  renders  &  cheerful  obedience  to  the  Civil  Conrte  on 
quesliona  of  property  and  civil  contract ;  recogniBes  their  right  to  protect  character 
from  Dialicioas  attack  ;  and  admita  their  claim  to  the  iiiBpection  of  ecclceiastical 
proceedings  for  these  objects — it  cannot  submit  to  the  renew  hj  the  Civil  Courts 
of  its  discipline  as  in  any  case,  or  in  an;  plea  belonging  to  them,  to  correct  or 
reduce." 

III.  "  That,  all  non -Established  Churches  are  deeply  interested  in  the  result  of 
the  Oardioee  case,  as  apparently  affecting  their  spiritual  liberties ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  ia  the  duly  of  these  Churches  to  watch  the  proereee  of  this  case,  and  to 
enlighten  the  pubhc  mind  on  the  principles  which  it  invofres." 

Iv.  "  That  the  following  committee  be  appointed  to  take  Htepe  for  diffusing 
informatioa  and  awaking  an  int«reet  in  this  case  throughout  the  country,  and  t« 
congnlt  in  regard  to  the  course  of  action  which  circijmstaiices  i>ow  seem  to  re- 

Ee ; — Rev,  Principal  Cunningham ;  Rev.  Urs  Harper,  Caima,  Alexander,  Goold, 
erville',  Guthrie,  Begg,  Candlish,  Andrew  Thomson,  M'Hichael  (Dunfermline), 
Peddle,  G.  Johnston,  Johneton  (Limekilns),  Bannerman,  Beith  (Stirling),  Orier- 
Bon  (Enol)  ;  Rev.  Sir  H.  W.  Honcreiff;  Rev.  Meears  Jon.  Wataon,  R.  Rainy, 
Walker  (Carawath),  and  T.  Finlayson  ;  Mr  A.  M.  Dunlop,  M.P. ;  Mr  W.  E. 
Baiter,  M.P.  ;  General  Anderson ;  Mr  J.  Peddie,  W.S. ;  Mr  R.  S,  Grieve ;  Mr 
Andrew  Fyfe  ;  Bailie  Johnston  ;  Mr  G.  Meldrum  ;  Mr  J.  Dryborongh ;  Mr  R. 
Paul ;  and  Profeeaor  Miller. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  QUESTIONS. 

SouE  tee  ago  a  motion  was  made  ia  the  Edinbui^h  Presbytery,  and  carried,  for 
'it  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  consider  whether  the  Presbytery  should  memo- 
luliie  the  Synod  lor  tbe  appointment  of  a  standing  Committee  on  pubhc  questions. 
Tbere  was  a  conaiderable  division  in  the  Presbytery,  and  the  motion  was  carried 
oolj  by  a  small  majority.  Tbe  Committee  reported,  and  recommended  a  con- 
feRoee.  On  this  point  also  some  difierence  of  opinion  was  expressed,  but  ultimately 
lie  Presbytery  agreed  to  have  a  conference  at  thrar  stated  meeting  in  February. 
Hit  i^nestion,  which  is  an  important  one,  has  therefore  evidently  more  than  one 
ode,  and  well  desetree  the  careful  conmderation  of  tbe  Church.  Even  on  a  super- 
fioial  view  of  the  matter,  many  considerations  suggeBt  themselves,  having  weight 
Inth  ways,  and  it  may  be  difficult  to  say  at  which  end  the  balance  of  advantage 
Ii«.  We  have  not  much  help  from  the  practice  of  otfaer  Presbyterian  ChurcbM. 
Tliat  is  proposed  is  quite  different  from  the  Commission  of  the  Established  Assembly — 
a  comae  of  procedure  carried  with  them  by  the  Free  Church  also  when  they  broke 
»way  from  that  bondage  which,  we  are  sorry  to  see,  still  seems  to  follow  hard  after 
them.  The  proposition,  therefore,  seems  to  be  new ;  for  though,  tor  some  time  in 
our  Church,  such  a  Committee  existed,  it  has  been  allowed  to  drop  into  desuetude, 
and  we  are  not  aware  that  it  took  an  active  part  or  a  very  firm  hold  of  puldic 
<luestioDS. 

Another  conaideratioa  occurs  as  to  the  extent  of  tbe  powers  to  be  conferred  on 
this  Committee.  If  fuH  powers  be  given,  they  may  bind  and  compromise  the 
Synod ;  and  again,  if  the  powers  be  limited,  the  Committee  may  become  a  mere 
inurnment  of  talk, — a  "tehim  imbelle  sine  ictu,"  like  dd  Priam's  Javelin  at  the 
capture  of  Troy. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  contended  that  some  medium  is  neceffiary  to  give 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  a  better  standing  before  the  Legislature  than  it  at  < 
present  has.  The  Synod,  as  presently  constituted,  lasts  only  for  a  few  days,  and  is 
more  occupied  as  a  Court. of  appeal  or  of  judicature  than  as  a  deliberative  and 
l^islative  body.  Means,  therefore,  seem  required  to  prolong  and  eitend  its  in- 
fluence in  these  respects ;  and  nothing  better  for  this  end  can  be  desired  than  the 
siisteQce  of  a  Standing  Committee,  composed  of  tbe  most  sage  and  influential  of  its 
niemhers,  reserving  its  judgments,  where  possible,  for  Synodal  decision,  and  acting 
only  when  necessary  and  in  emergencies.  It  might  have  authority  to  call  pro  re 
lata  meetings  of  Synod, — a  course  which  it  is  obvious  would  only  be  resorted  to  in 
cases  of  difficulty  or  of  dedave  importAuce ;  assuming  that  the  .Committee  were 
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tightly  cotutitnted, — a  m&tter  which  voiild  ittwftji  be  in  the  Synod's  own  handE, 
or  Bubject  t«  their  reTision  from  time  to  time. 

The  question  rsmaina,  whether  the  eonne  proposed  be  j)re(J}7t«riaa  <w  consti- 
ttitiomu,  or  whether  it  is  not  rather  a  delegation  ot  abdication  by  the  Synod  at  iu 

E roper  functiont.  But  we  do  not  enter  further  into  the  subject,  which  may  tafelj 
1  left  to  the  ddiberations  of  the  I^eabytery  in  which  the  queetion  has  been  Btirreo, 
and  to  the  Church  at  Urge,  should  the  overture  be  adc^itea. 

OTESTUBE  FOR  THE  FOKHATIOK  OF  A  QEHERAL  AS3EUK,r.   I 

A  VERY  noticeable  feature  at  present  in  the  United  Frtshytoian  Church,  ia  tin 
number  of  ccmstitutional  ppints  which  have  been,  &nd  are  being,  Incught  under 
diacunion.  There  waa,  flnt,  the  effort  to  make  the  freedom  which  the  Chravh  poa- 
eesHB,  if  not  greater,  at  least,  if  possible,  more  clear  and  explicit ;  and  nOw  we  We 
^poeitions  Tor  the  establishment  ot  Standing  Committees  and  General  AesemUies. 
These  are  unaaatiDg  simultaneously  from  varioua  quarten.  We  hare  already 
adverted  to  the  matter  of  a  Standing  Committee  \  and  cow  ve  have,  from  the 
Presbytery  of  Kdao,  the  Bev.  Mr  Jaryie'a  thoughtful  and  well-reasoned  overture  on 
the  Utter  subject.  In  this  month's  Maaazim,  idso,  there  will  be  found  an  argu- 
ment to  the  same  effect,  dealing  with  toe  question  in  iU  ky  aspect,  and  from  an 
elder's  polut  of  view,  but  very  able  and  temperate,  and  worthy  of  perusal.  Ur 
Jarvie  takes  up  the  queetion  in  ita  general  beanogs,  and  be  baa  the  further  merit  d 
laying  down  a  working  plan  and  model,  such  fx  mav  serve  to  show  that  the  rnroposed 
change  is  no  mere  theory,  but  capable  of  being  realiied  and  worked  out.  The  ^an 
will  be  found  stated  in  tha  Ust  niUDber,  onder  our  Beporta  of  Preabvtenal  Tio- 
ceedinga ;  and  it  amounte  generally  to  this — that  there  sfaall  be  a  General  Atserably, 
ccanprieing  about  250  members,  and  nine  provincial  Synods,  but  no  CommisfflOQ  d 
Assembly. 

Obviously,  the  time  baa  come  when  this  matter  must  receive  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  the  body.  There  are  now  above  £00  cburcbes,  and  the  number  is  increasiiig 
daily.  The  Free  Chm\:h  does  not  master  much  mote  tiian  800 ;  and  if,  in  the  ease 
of  the  Free  Church,  a  Gieneral  Assembly,  coupled  with  provincial  Synods,  is  fotmd 
to  be  advisaUe,  or  rather  indispensable,  Ae  example  is  one  not  certainly  to  be 
lightly  followed,  but  equally  deaerring  of  due  consideration.  The  Established 
Church,  again,  consista  of  abcwt  1100  diurclies,  and  there  the  Genei^  Asssnblies 
number,  on  an  aveia^,  aboat  8S0  members,  all  told.  This  is,  perhape,  too  Urge 
for  a  judicial  and  legiaUtive  body ;  and  Mr  Jarvie'e  proposition,  to  limit  the  court 
tA  about  250  membera,  would  perhtqia  suit  better  than  the  qnota  of  the  Estab- 
lished Assembly  i*  found  to  do. 

EDUCATIONAL  DISCDSSION  AT  THE  SOOIAI.  SCIENCE  COMGRESS. 

ZDirOUAI,  NOTE. 

In  reference  to  tho  recent  diaeundon  iu  the  Magaxine  on  the  above  mfaject,  his 
deemed  proper  to  state,  that  it  assumed  au  Editorial  chaiactv  owing  to  a  ptmUi't 
mistake.  'The  article  originally  objected  to  by  Hr  Benton  waa  contrOnatd,  iNit, 
owing  to  the  miBtaka  refemd  to,  it  waa  put  into  the  Betnwpeot,  and  thos  appeared 
as  E^tOTial.     With  this  explanation,  it  is  conddered  right,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
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mFFERENCES  OP  EARLIER  AND  tATER  CHRISTIAN 
EXPERIENCE :  A.  SERMON. 

Bt  THE  KET.  JOHN  CAIRNS,  D.D.,  BERWICK- CPOS-TWEED.' 
"  Kaw  ia  our  salvatioa  nearer  than  whan  wB'l>e1ieved.'' — Roil  xifL  11. 
A  TEXT  like  tbia,  if  takm  in  its  strictly  literal  acceptation,  could  hardlj 
TuTnitb  the  basis  of  a  diacfturoe.  It  is  so  obvious  on  the  Christian  vj'BtsiK 
tlial  talvation  is  constantly  ^proaching  nearer,  that  no  evidence  oould  mi^ 
itphiier;  and  tbe  practical  influence  which  the  coming  development  of 
Gttd'g  eouDsels  and  the  falAlment  of  His  promises  ought  to  have  mi  tlw 
nisdtofHis  believing  people,  though  a  noat  solemn  trnth,  is  one  so  f&en- 
^ir  tod  undisputed,  that  little  could  be  said  to  urge  it  home  beyond  tbe 
Apwtle'g  own  exhortation  :  "  It  i£  high  time  to  .awake  out  of  sleep  ;  for  noir 
19  our  salvation  nearer  than  wlMn  w«  believed."  I  have  cboeen  theaa 
aordt,  therefore,  with  a  different  purpose,  as  it  is  not  easy  to  find  others 
''Ucb  approach  nearer  tbe  sutqect  wbicb  I  wish  tp  diiacuss,  and  which  yet 
^eeoiB  of  such  importance  and  interest,  as,  In  some  forHt  or  other,  to  demaad 
diKuuion  from  tbe  pulpit.  That  eubject  is  the  characteristic  differeaoe 
Mhicb  the  mere  lapse  of  time  makes  upon  the  religious  experience  of  tnas 
(^brialisns.  This  is  not  exactly  the  sftoie  thing  with  growth  in  grace, 
ibough  ^wtb  in  graee  may  be  greatly  asusted,  and  ought  to  be  aasisled,  b^- 
i>ie  lapse  of  time,  and  tbe  changes  wtuch  it  brings.  But  lliere  will  be  » 
iliflarenoe  between  the  experiences  oS  the  young  Cbrittian  and  the  older 
«ne,  though  the  growth  in  grace  gbonld  have  been  small,  much  smidler  IImuii 
il  ought  to  have  been  ;  at>d  even  where  it  has  been  great,  there  will  be  eev- 
tnin  diSierenees  not  attributable  exclusively  to  ioeresse  of  grace,  but  rather 
^  the  Biere  fact  of  having  lived  tbrou^  so  much  longer  time,  and  felt,  along 
"ith  the  working  of  graoe.  tbe  pre»sure  of  its  influences.  I  trust  it  nuq',  by 
ilie  bleising  of  God,  do  service  both  to  younger  and  older  Christians  if  I 
utempl  some  illustration,  in  dependence  on  God's  Spirit,  of  tbe  difference 
bBtween  eaHy  and  later  Christian  experience. 

I.  I  observe  then,  first,  that  there  is  a  diSerenc«  betweett  yosnger  and 
older  Chriatiaas  in  susceptibil^  of  rdigious  tn^»W3i'cw.— As  we  all  know, 
jouih  is  the  period  of  lively  impression  and  strong  impulse  in  other  matters ; 
uid  it  is  to  be  expeeted  that,  when  reli^ue  unpressions  of  a  saving  kind 
ore  made,  they  should  then  be  deep  and  vivid.  Repentance  may  be  ex- 
pected to  be  attended  with  tears,  and  the  love  of  God  and  of  Christ  with  a 
Kneible  glow  or  warmth  of  heart.  Hence  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  speaks  of 
^B  "kindness  of  youth,"  and  the  "love  of  espousals ;"  and  in  all  ages  tJu0 
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has  been  a  characteris^c  of  youthfal  piet^.     With  advanciag  jean  this 
sensibilitjr  abates,  even  in  true  ChriatianB,  exactly  as  the  sensibility  to  all 
uataral  impressiuna  is  weakened  by  time.   The  feelings  are  less  stirred,  eveo 
where  the  convictions  remain  the  same,  nay,  though  the  practical  resolves  i 
and  decisions  become  more  Btedrast.     It  is  of  great  importance  for  both  ' 
younger  and  older  Christians  to  understand  this  characteristic  difference. 
Younger  Christians  may  think  that  they  hare  more  religion  than  theyreall;  | 
have,  because  their  feelings  are  so  lively  ;  and  older  Christians  may  think  1 
that  they  have  less  than  they  have,  because  they  are  more  subdued  and  | 
iober.    The  one  may  exalt  themselves,  and  may  even  condemn  others,  who  I 
seem  comparatively  cold  and  unimpressible ;  and  these  others  may  be  Us-  \ 
posed  to  denounce  and  condemn  Iheuselvee,  while  all  the  while  it  is  not 
the  special  working  of  grace  on  either  side  (though  grace  is  at  work  on  both), 
but  only  of  nature.     A  woman  will  be  mora  visibly  affected  by  any  tidings 
than  a  person  of  the  other  sex,  though  she  does  not  believe  it  more  cer- 
tainly ;  and,  in  like  manner,  a  peraou  of  twenty  years  of  age  will  be  more 
sensibly  touched  by  the  Gospel  tidings  than  one  of  forty,  while  this  is  no 
evidence  of  stronger  faith.   Kay,  it  is  qaite  certain  that  the  Christiaa  at  the 
later  period,  who  has  believed  all  along  for  twenty  years,  believes  more 
firmly  than  at  first,  though  he  is  mueh  less  affected,  not  only  because  the 
truth  has  lost  its  novehy,  but  also  because  he  has  lost  through  time  his 
power  of  juvenile  impression.    lam  very  far  indeed  fi'om  wiping  to  banish 
visible  feeling   from    religious    experience;    on  the  contrary,  I  tbiak  it 
natural,  beautiful,  and  hopeful.     But  in  this  the  young  should  not  reel^  bat 
bring  forth  fruit  with  patience.     And  by  the  absence  of  this  to  the  degree 
in  which  it  once  existed,  the  more  advanced  should  not  be  discouraged,  if 
only  they  are  "  keeping  themselves  in  the  love  of  God,"  and  proving  their 
love  to  Christ  by  "keeping  His  comrnandments." 

2.  Another  characteristic  difference  between  younger  and  older  Christians 
lies  in  (heir  coneeplnm  of  the  Christi^oi  life. — The  yonng  who  have  been  ledlo 
give  themselves  to  Christ  habitually  paint  to  themselves  the  Christian  course 
in  too  bright  and  live^  colours.  This  is  exactly  similar  to  their  error  in 
expecting  too  much  from  the  world ;  for,  though  we  cannot  and  dare  not 
say  that  they  expect  more  from  Christ  than  He  will  give  them,  they  cer- 
tainly expect  it  in  a  very  different  way.  It  must  he  admitted  that  ibej' 
are  partly  misled  by  the  representation  of  some  Christian  books,  and  also 
preachers.  Perhaps  older  Christians  may  have  heard,  at  times,  words  from 
the  pulpit  which  made  them  tremble,  in  which  the  Christian  life  was  re- 
presented as  one  unbroken  series  of  victories  over  sin  and  Satan,  over  suffer- 
ing, trouble,  and  death ;  and  hardly  a  shade  was  thrown  in  to  abate  the 
.  brightness  of  the  picture.  Those  who  have  seen  and  felt  the  reality,  have 
then  reflected  how  different  the  Christian  life  is ;  how  often  sin  gains  the 
mastery ;  how  slow  is  the  progress  of  the  soul  in  spirituality ;  how  bitterly 
affliction  is  felt  even  by  the  people  of  Qod,  so  that  many  all  but  faint  in  the 
evil  day ;  and  how  hard  it  is  to  surmount  the  fear  of  death,  and  sing  in  the 
face  of  this  last  enemy  the  Christian  song  of  thanksgiving.  Stjll,  indepen- 
dently of  any  misleading  from  without,  youth  is  prone  of  itself  to  fix  on  the 
bright  side,  and  to  cling  to  it  too  tenaciously  ;  and  hence  there  is  a  danger, 
when  younger  Christians  are  assailed  by  temptation  and  fall  before  it,  and  not 
less  when  sore  affliction  comes,  or  death  rises  in  view,  and  the  expected  peace 
and  triumph  are  not  realized,  to  suspect  the  whole  of  religion  as  a  delusion, 
or  at  least  to  regard  all  their  own  religious  experience  as  a  shadow  and  a 
dream.    It  is  one  clear  advantage  of  the  older  Christian,  that  by  having 


lired  longer  he  hap  been  disabused  of  hie  early  romantic  notions  of  the  Chi-is* 
lian  life — has  come  to  see  that  this  world  is  a  place  of  struggle  and  discipline, 
and  has  learned  not  to  expect  his  heaven  before  the  time.  As  the  Jews 
were  misled,  by  the  many  splendid  prophecies  of  Christ  as  a  conqueror,  to 
OTeriook  the  equally  clear  predictions  of  Him  as  a  sufferer,  so  young  Chris- 
tians are  misled,  by  the  many  and  glorious  descriptions  of  the  Christian  life 
aa  3  state  of  peace  and  joy,  to  overlook  the  equally  distinct  and  emphatic 
lealiiDonies  to  it  as  a  scene  of  suffering,  warfare,  and  longing  for  some  higher 
good.  The  older  Christian,  if  he  has  improved  his  opportunities,  feels  that 
\icth  sides  of  this  representation  are  true—that  he  has  in  Christ  a  peace  and 
ajoj  such  as  the  world  could  never  have  given  him  ;  but  that  here  also  he 
bn;  no  continuing  city,  and  must  through  much  tribulation  seek  one  to 
eme.  Happy  are  those  who  have  learned  to  reconcile  these  apparent  dis- 
crepancies, and  who,  when  tribulation  and  persecution  for  the  word's  sake 
inx,  are  not  Straightway  offended,  but  still  abide  by  their  early  pledge, 
''Lord,  to  whom  shall  we  go  T     Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life." 

i.  I  observe,  thirdlif,  that  another  characteristic  difference  between  the 
founger  and  older  class  of  Christians  lies  in  the  comparative  value  which  then 
aOad  to  diffia-ent  parts  of  the  Qo^l. — It  is  characteristic  of  youth  lo  look 
cnlj  at  one  side,  and  to  dwell  on  it  with  partial  fondness.  Hence,  there  is 
often  a  tendency  to  carry  some  view  too  far,  to  be  led  away  in  the  train  of 
aomebvoarite  author  or  system,  or  even,  where  this  is  not  the  case,  to  under- 
line some  important  part  of  the  Christian  redemptifhi.  Age  brings  greater 
Mneaa,  ronndneas,  and  harmony.  Without  saying  here  all  that  might  be 
!^  there  may  be  noticed  a  tendency  in  younger  Christians  to  dwell  too 
Es^bfliely  oD  the  Oospel  plan  as  a  scheme  of  pardon,  and  too  little  on  it  as 
ii^eme  of  sanctification.  They  know  loo  little  the  pltigue  of  their  own 
I' Mft,— perhaps  have  been  deeply  alarmed  by  the  accusations  of  guilty 
Muscieiice ;  and,  therefore,  the  pardoning  love  of  God  in  Christ  JeauB  is 
irbat  enchains  them,  and  calls  forth  their  most  ardent  admiration.  This 
senlLioent  cannot  be  excessive,  if  it  do  not  shut  out  too  much  from  view  the 
Mtureofihe  Gospel  as  a  scheme  of  holiness,  and  the  glory  of  the  Saviour  as 
tHe  Author  of  a  new  and  heavenly  life  in  the,'fallen  soul  of  man.  More 
>(iranced  Christians,  feeling  more  die  bondage  of  corruption,  are  led  to  prize 
ite  Gospel  more  as  a  system  of  sanctificatiun,  to  love  God  more  for  His 
iivlne  purity,  and  to  come  more  habitually  to  the  Cross  of  Christ,  (Jist.they 
DMy  obtain  not  only  mercy  to  pardon,  but  grace  to  help. — Again,  the 
jwnger  Christian  has  a  less  clear  apprehension  of  the  Christian  course  as 
idaily  walking  with  a  present  Saviour;  and  hence  he  has  not  learned  the 
ijse  of  Scripture,  and  especially  of  the  whole  Scripture  account  of  Christ,  as 
imeana  of  walking  with  Christ,  but  confines  himself  to  the  general  outhnes 
nChrist's  history,  'witbont  studying  it  in  detail,  and  striving  to  walk  even 
45  He  also  walked.  As  he  dwells  more  on  pardon,  so  he  dwells  more  on  the 
'eath  of  Christ ;  whereas  the  more  advanced  believer,  giving  full  prominence 
l|Hanctification,  receives  an  ampler  lesson  from  the  wonderful  glory  and 
"^wtj  of  Clirist's  life.— Another  point  of  contrast  lies  in  the  treatment  by 
^linger  and  older  Christians  of  the  mysterioas  doctrines  of  the  Gospel. 
foe  young,  as  observed,  tend  toiook  only  at  one  side;  and  as  they  cannot 
fwoncile  God's  love  to  the  world  with  His  special  love  to  the  Church,  or 
m«  universal  offer  of  the  Gospel  with  election,  or  the  freedom  of  man's  will 
*ith  sovereign  grace,  or  other  divergent  mysteries  of  Christianity,  they  are 
«nipted  to  surrender  some  intractable  article  with  a  view  to  reduce  a  whole 
i^reea  to  symmetry  j  whereas  older  Christians  learn  more  easily  the  lesson  tliat 
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vo  know  in  part,  are  contented  to  take  BiliU  Btatements  as  they  lind  fbea, 
and  are  thankful  to  extract  all  poasible  edification  from  different  sides  oflb« 
truth,  till  Grod  in  some  future  state  of  being  discover  their  perrect  hannony. 
There  is  thus,  as  there  ought  to  be,  a  greater  balance  and  rubiesa  in  the 
views  of  older  Christians ;  and  though  the  young  may,  nnd  often  do,  hj  tfa«r 
stronger  hold  of  some  one  aspect  of  tmth,  recall  the  sense  of  its  importance, 
yet,  on  the  whole,  the  other  experience  is  the  more  safe  as  well  as  tlie  inon 
matured ;  and  for  this,  among  other  reasons,  God  keeps  His  people  in  tht 
world  after  their  conversion,  that  the  action  of  time,  and  the  teachings  i. 
His  word  and  Spirit,  may  enable  them  to  take  lai^r,  fuller,  juster  views  A 
His  whole  revealed  iwill,  and  grow  np  into  [lerfhot  manhood,  unto  the  mea- 
sure of  the  stature  of  the  fnlness  of  Christ. 

4.  In  the  fmirth  place,  there  is  a  characteHttie  iiffertnce  beWtttn  older  md 
younger  Chrislians  in  respect  of  their  relatioH  to  Ckrittiam  enterprise. — Tlis 
same  sanguine  spirit  which  leuds  the  young  to  expect  too  bright  a  persoDsl 
career,  and  to  overlook  the  difficulties  of  Uie  Christian  calling,  leads  them 
also  to  anticipate  success  too  soon  and  too  easily  in  all  departnuents  of 
Christian  labour.  It  is,  indeed,  highly  favoarable  to  the  progress  of  tfit 
Church,  as  of  the  world,  that  the  young  are  ready  to  adopt  new  ideasi  and 
to  make  new  experimants  in  connection  with  Christian  misBiont,  and  all 
other  fields  of  exertion.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  world  would  never  be 
draped  out  of  its  old  routine,  and  the  Church  would  be  stereotyped  in  ill 
present  stage  of  imbecility  and  imperfection.  I^evertheless,  this  readioeu 
to  launch  into  the  future  has  its  drawbacks  ;  for  not  only  is  much  that  i) 
crude  and  rash  thus  started  into  a  kind  of  abortive  and  uBclesB  existence, 
but  zeal  once  disappointed  is  apt  to  tlag,  and  a  failure  in  some  over-san- 
guinely  conceived  enterprise  to  be  succeeded  by  a  universal  weariness  in 
well-doing.  Against  this  danger  the  young  require  to  be  constantly  on 
their  guard,  that  they  may  work  from  steady  principle,  and  not  frajn  fitfiil 
impulse ;  and  also,  that  they  may  avoid  the  not  infrequent  ceneorious- 
nese  which  represents  disagreement  with  their  schemes  and  snggestions  si 
the  result  of  lukewarm ness  or  indifference  to  the  Christian  cause,  instead  of 
being,  as  it  often  is,  the  fruit  of  a  larger  experience,  and  of  a  deeper  insigbl 
into  human  nature.  Still,  with  evNy  abatement,  there  is  something  iiiil 
only  captivating  but  delightful  in  the  fervonr  and  energy  of  youthfil 
Christian  hope  and  enterpriee  ;  and  if  these  could  only  be  combined  willi 
the  prudence  and  tolerance  of  riper  yeare,  a  character  would  bo  produced 
higher  than  that  of  either  youth  or  age,  taken  separately.  As  this  cannot 
be,  Grod  has  required  both  to  work  tt^ther ;  and,  while  the  younger  hsn 
much  to  learn  from  the  older,  and  to  submit  thempelves  to  them  as  it  is  Et 
in  the  Lord,  the  older  may  also  well  catch  the  inspiration  of  youthful 
buoyancy  and  ardour,  and  attempt  greater  things  than  mere  experience 
would  naturally  teach.  It  ia  the  ornament  of  natural  character  to  be 
always  young,  and  this  is  also  a  crown  of  glory  to  Christian  experience; 
for  it  is  the  very  genius  of  Christianity  to  go  into  the  unattempted  and  tbi 
unknown,  and  to  have  more  affinity  with  the  creations  of  faith  than  the 
observations  of  sense,  dwelling  among  heights  that  are  lonely  and  inacces- 
sible, and  presiding  over  a  kingdom  where  all  things  are  made  new  I 

5.  In  the  ^fih  and  last  place,  I  observe,  that  there  is  a  characteristie 
difference  between  younger  and  older  Christians  in  M«ir  sense  of  the  nb- 
tive  nearness  of  earth  and  heaven. — It  may  not  be  always,  but  is,  I  appre- : 
bend,  generally  the  case,  that  the  younger  Cbristian  seems  to  himself  to  be 
nearer  beavm,  and  to  dwell  more  in  the  contemplation  of  it,  than  tbs ' 
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more  advanced  in  yean.  Earth  is  to  him  h  little  isthmus,  across  which, 
after  his  coQPeraioD,  he  is  soon  to  pass  towards  the  ocean  of  etemitj;  He 
must  march  through  the  wilderness  ;  bat  the  end  of  his  jouroe^  is  at  hand, 
tad  the  heaTenl;  Canaan  ia  onlj  a  few  atepa  distiint.  This  is,  I  be1i«ve,  a 
lerj  common  esperience  of  youthful  religion  ;  wbereaa  the  older  Christian, 
IwuDd  by  maoj  new  ties  to  earth,  and  appreciating  more  the  sacredness  of 
life,  and  the  grandeur  of  the  work  for  Christ  here  g^ven  him  to  do,  praya, 
not  to  be  taken  out  of  the  world,  but  to  be  kept  from  the  evil.  The  youth- 
ful view  is  not  higher  than  the  other, — ia  not'  so  high,  provided  only  the 
CluiatiBn  strive  to  do  Christ's  will  on  earth  aa  it  is  done  in  heaven,  and 
to  hallow  and  exalt  mU  natural  ties,  relationships,  and  associations  by  re- 
gard (0  His  glory.  But  it  is  possible  for  the  Christian  who  began  with  this 
reaalution  to  fall  below  it,  and  to  love  earth  only  too  well  for  inferior  ends 
ud  reasdna  ;  and  it  is  to  such  persona,  who,  like  the  wise  virgins  in  their 
(late  of  slumber,  are  neither  aspiring  to  heaven  with  the  one  class,  nor 
bringing  down  heaven  to  earth  with  the  other,  that  the  Apostle  addresses 
tlie  ^peal,  "  It  is  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep ;  fqr  now  is  our  salvation 
nurer  than  when  we  believed,"  Be  it  oura,  dear  brethren,  whether  we 
are  younger  or  older  in  grace,  to  guiu-d  against  the  dangers  on  the  right 
band  and  an  the  left ;  neither  so  desiring  the  goal  as  that  we  shall  shrink 
from  ronning  our  appointed  race,  however  far  it  may  extend,  nor  so  for- 
getting the  final  prize  as  that  we  shall  need  to  be  reminded  that  we  are 
'tnngera  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  and  that  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ 
is  far  better. 

Ui  me  address  a  few  words  to  the  dificrent  classes  interested  in  this 
mtjwL  To  those  who  are  young  Christians  I  would  say.  Remember  that 
.you  experience  is  yet  immature.  You  have  much  to  learn,  which  you 
i^leani  now,  from  God's  word  and  from  the  experience  of  others.  Make 
Qse  of  ibese  means,  and  think  not  that  you  have  attuned,  or  ate  yet  already 
perfect  But  yoa  have  also  much  to  learn  which  you  can  only  learo  from 
lie  ^»e  of  time  and  from  your  own  experience.  Wait,  then,  for  God,  and 
'wt  patiently.  If  yon  have  diSicuitiea  in  religion,  God  in  time  will  cleir 
Hiem.  If  you  have  weak  points  in  your  character,  His  grace  will  enable 
JDu  (o  surmount  their  influence.  Be  open  to  light ;  follow  present  duty  ; 
give  yourselves  to  the  study  of  God's  word  and  to  prayer.  Be  clothed 
with  humility,  and  distrust  your  own  judgment,  where  it  departs  from  that 
rfthe  wise  and  good.  Thus  you  will  be  prepared  for  the  lesscms  of  the 
future,  and,  in  the  best  sense,  your  salvation  will  always  be  nearer  than 
wben  you  believed. 

To  those  who  are  more  advanced  Christians  I  would  say,  Be  thankful  for 
<^i  leasons  of  time.     But  has  time  only  brou^t  you  increase,  and  not  also 
.  "i  some  respecta  declension  ^     &Iay  there  not  have  been,  with  all  its  imma- 
j   twitj  ^d  vngueneas,  a  spiritual  element  in  your  enrly  piety  which  yoa 
I   |BTOnot  sustained  1     May  you  not  then  have  been  really  nearer  heaven 
"  fact,  as  very  probably  you  were  nearer  it  in  feeling?     May  you  not 
^^3  have   occasion    to   eay — what  I  believe  some   excellent  Cbrisdans 
•ay  in  miatake— "0  that  I  were  as  in  months  past!"      Examine  your- 
K'vee,  whether  you  are  in  the  faith,  and  whether  the  faith  ia,  more  than 
Iwfore,  in  you.     The  chuacter  is  mournful  of  those  who  are  ever  learning, 
wd  never  able  to  come  to  die  knowledge  of  the  truth  ;  and  mournful,  too, 
'boBgh  in  a  less  degree,  of  those  who,  when  for  the  time  they  ought  to  be 
te^diers,  have  need  tliat  some  one  teach  them  agtun  what  be  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  the  oraclea  of  God. 
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But  what  shall  I  say  to  those  who  are  neither  younger  nor  older  Chris- 
tiana, because  they  are  not  Christiana  nt  all  T  I  will  say  to  you,  in  the 
words  of  the  Apostle,  "  The  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand :"  or, 
rather,  I  must  reverse  these  words ;  for  the  Chrialian's  night  is  your  day,  and 
his  day  is  your  night.  Yes,  your  day  will  soon  be  over  ;  for  it  is  already 
far  gone.  The  whole  term  of  your  existence,  within  which  you  shut  up  all 
that  gives  life  its  joy  and  brightness,  will  ere  long  expire;  and  in  what  a 
night  will  you  then  be  plunged  T  It  is  the  truth  of  God,  that  your  salva- 
tion is  every  day  becoming  less  near,  while  that  of  the  Christian  is  becom-l 
ing  more, — that  your  recovery  ia  more  doubtful,  your  ruin  more  probable; 
and  even  if  you  should  afterwards  repent  and  believe  the  Gospel  in  the 
middle  term  or  towards  the  close  of  life,  how  undesirable  will  such  a  con- 
version be !  for  your  state  will  he  that  of  one  who  is  a  child  when  he  shouki 
have  been  a  man,  and  who,  as  he  looks  back  upon  youth  and  opportunit/ 
wasted,  is  devoured  by  inward  regrets  which  nothing  can  appease.  0  do 
not  make  your  salvation  thus  improbable,  and,  at  the  very  best,  inaperfect! 
Do  not  tempt  God  to  exclude  you  from  His  rest !  Be  a  Christian  ere 
another  day  or  hour  baa  increased  your  distance  from  salvation.  Let  Wti 
In  Christ  overtake  tlie  vanishing  object,  and  arrest  its  flight.  Then  nalim 
will  work  with  grace  to  bring  it  daily  nearer  ;  and  when  time  for  you  ia  m 
more,  full  redemption  shall  be  won  !     Amen.  .  i 


THE  INFLUENCE  OF  PERSONAL  PIETY  ON  PULPIT 
ELOQUENCE. 

The  importance  of  s  learned  ministry — a  ministry  abreast  with  the  growing 
intelligence  of  our  times — bus  of  late  years  attracted  considerable  notice  in 
our  Church,  and  given  rise  to  systematic  and  praisewortliy  elForta  to  raise 
the  standard  of  attainment  in  our  candidates  for  the  ministry :  hence  our 
Scholarship  Scheme,  and  the  inducements  it  supplies  to  encourage  mi 
stimulate  our  young  men  to  the  acquisition  of  an  extensive,  as  well  us  a 
profound  acholarship.  That  such  proficiency  ia  not  only  desirable,  bnl 
necessary,  no  one  will  dispute  ;  but  it  may  be  fairly  questioned,  whether 
equal  zeal  has  been  displayed,  in  inculcating  the  superlative  value  of  high- 
toned  piety  to  an  efficient  ministry.  Indeed,  we  have  long  had  aerious  mis' 
givings  on  this  point,  and  consider,  that  as  ministers,  we  have  been  blame- 
worthy, in  expending  so  much  praise  upon  mere  learning,  while  we  have 
been  all  but  ailent  in  favour  of  an  elevated  piety.  While  advocating 
Bchemes  for  extending  the  measure  of  intellectual  acquirement,  we  hare 
done  next  to  nothing  to  probe,  develop,  and  strengthen  the  higher  life  of 
our  students, — I  mean  nothing  special  and  extraordinaiy — nothing  more 
than  is  bestowed  upon  the  ordinary  members  of  our  churches.  This  appa- 
rent preference  of  the  secondary  to  the  primary  on  the  part  of  ministers 
has  already  infected  the  membership  of  our  churches;  and  hence  it  is,  that 
when  the  name  of  any  young  preacher  is  mentioned,  the  first  question 
asked  is  not,  "  Is  he  pioua?"  but,  "la  he  clever  T"  And  on  listening  to 
the  inquiries,  criticisms,  and  general  remarks  of  leading  men  in  our  churches 
upon  preachers,  one  is  often  forced  to  the  painful  conclusion,  that  what  is 
chiefly  desired  in  the  ministry  is  gracefulness,  rather  than  grace,  oratory 
than  devotion,  ability  than  piety.  Only  let  a  young  preacher  appear  on  the 
field,  of  scholarly  finish  and  oratorical  flash,  and  by  the  multitude  he  wiH 
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be  admired  and  fiatterad;  while  another  brother,  with  abilities  more  solid, 
but  leas  shining,  will  be  overlooked  and  forgotten.  Thie  idohitr/  of  intel- 
iBct  ia  a  rock  ahead,  in  the  reJigioss  as  in  the  secular  world,  and  constnntlj 
appears  in  the  ready  and  extensive  preference  of  cleverness  to  goodness. 
Xat  that  we  are  the  advocates  nf  either  ignorance  or  incapacity  in  the 
Biinistry; — never  were  learning  and  ability  more  necessary  than  in  our  day, 
when  intelligence  on  all  subjects  is  so  widely  diffused  j — but  what  we  main- 
tain ia,  that  unless  these  endowments  and  acquirements  are  associated  with 
aapreme  love  to  Christ,  and  zeal  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  they  are  only  as 
"the  sounding  brass  and  the  tinkling  cymbal." 

la  these  remarks,  nothing  is  further  from  our  desi|^  than  to  exalt  heart- 
religion  at  the  expense  of  intelieetnal  culture :  w«  plead  for  both,  hut  claim 
a  higher  place  for  the  one  than  the  other  ;  and,  to  establish  our  plea,  shall 
now  proceed  to  show  how  piety  in  the  preacher  will  be  seen  in  the  execu- 
lioa  of  his  work.     We  therefore  observe, — 

I,  That  tie  influence  of  yeraoMU  piety  mil  appear  ia  itie  themes  on  which  the 
preaeher  chiefy  intists. — ^Nowhere  are  topics  of  more  transcendent  interest 
jireeented  to  human  contemplation  than  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments.  The  being  and  perfections  of  God,  the  principles  of  the 
Dmae  government,  the  differentordersof  created  intelligences,  the  origin  of 
moral  evil,  the  consequences  oi  the  faU,  the  incarnation  of  Chnst,  salvation 
through  the  blood  of  the  cross,  Ibe  resurrection  of  tbe  body,  the  judgment 
lecDQie,  and  the  eternity  of  future  rewards  and  punishments, — these  are 
ihenies,  any  one  of  which  completely  throws  into  the  shade  the  most  pro- 
iDDod  philosophical  disquisitions,  and  the  most  splendid  discoveries  in  the 
vli«li  range  of  human  knowledge.  Eut  while  all  tbe  teutha  of  Scripture 
are  imporiaBt,  they  are  not  all  equally  ao;  of  some  of  them  a  man  may  live 
iti  die  in  ignorance,  and  yet  tbe  iwlvation  of  his  soul  be  unimpenlted ; 
""^^  others  he  cannot  remain  unacquainted,  without  endangering  his  soul's 
^ctf.  Knowing  this,  the  man  of  God  mainly  dwells  upon  those  doctrines, 
a  knowledge  of  wbicfa  is  easential  to  salvation  ;  he  assigns  them  the  aame 
place  in  bis  instructions  which  he  sees  they  possess  in  the  book  of  God ;  and 
having  feU  their  renewing  influence  upon  himself,  he  naturally  seeks  to  un- 
I^^H  their  import  and  enforce  their  claims  upon  others. 

The  preacher  who  is  a  stranger  to  such  renevral  dwells  on  very  different 
themes,  and  seeks  far  inferior  ends.  His  discouraes  take  the  form  either  of 
'ooral  essnys  or  descriptive  sketches,  with  but  a  scanty  exhibition  of  Gospel 
doctrine,  and  no  appeals  to  the  conscience  and  the  heart.  The  truths  of 
natural  religion  and  tbe  evidences  of  Christianity — the  attributes  of  God 
Md  the  perfection  of  the  Saviour's  character — the  hatefulness  of  vice  and 
ite  loveUness  of  virtue — the  immortality  of  the  soul  and  the  perfectibility 
whuman  nature — tbe  study  of  nature's  works,  and  the  advantages  of  ob- 
swing  her  laws, — these  constitute  "  the  burden"  of  the  preacher  we  now 
''^^be ;  and  weighty  as  some  of  these  topics  undoubtedly  are,  they  are 
w  Qtterly  powerless  to  save  men's  soula.  A  man  may  expatiate  upon  these 
[or  a  Ufatime,  without  awakening  any  aense  of  sin,  or  communicalnng  one 
'ntelli^ble  idea  as  to  the  way  of  salvation.  On  tbe  other  hand,  the  salva- 
tion of  bis  hearers  being  the  grand  aim  of  the  godly  minister,  be  dwells 
principally  on  the  truths  directly  fitted  to  secure  this  end.  These  be  finds  in 
toe  doctrines  of  grace,  comprised  in  the  well-known  summary,  "  Buin  by 
we  fall,  righteousness  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  regeneration  by  tbe  Spirit  •"  or, 
8tiu  more  comprehensively,  in  Paul's  weighty  phrase,  "  The  cross  of  Cimst," 
—a  sabject  which  forms  the  very  core  of  the  Gospel,  and  is  "  the  poWer  of 
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G«d  atito  saWatioD."  Thii  theme  the  mao  of  Gud  makes  the  stajJe  < 
preaohing,  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega  of  all  hia  ministratiuna. 

Not  that  the  Gospel  preacher  necessarily  moves  in  a  confined  carts 
i^ores  any  porUoa  of  revealed  truth,  or  tamely  repeals  the  same  thii 
the  same  atyle  ;  but,  as  the  whole  Bible  is  jmst  a  hbtory  of  tbe  redes 
scheme,  in  iu  ori^n,  nature,  development,  and  consummation,  be  gi 
a  oentml  place  ia  his  instructions,  and  lays  all  his  stores  of  informatio 
learning  ander  contribution  towards  ita  illnatration  and  enforcemeni 
prosecuting  this  end,  what  a  variety  of  topics  eome  ander  review  I 
depravity,  guilt,  and  helplessness  of  man ;  tbe  insufficiency  of  all  k 
applianoes  to  effect  his  recovery  j  the  self-moved,  eternal,  and  nncondi 
dharacter  of  the  Divine  mercy  in  Christ ;  ttie  sufficiency  of  God'a  rei 
plan,  in  its  adaptation  to  man'a  moral  necessities,  and  its  harmonj  wii 
elsdma  of  perfect  rigfateousness ;  the  rise  and  progress  of  religion  i 
soul,  with  its  incessant  conflict,  its  alternations  of  joy  and  sorrow,  it 
quent  failures,  and  final  triumph  ; — these  are  osly  a  few  of  the  tofat 
taSMd  by  him  who  seeks  to  "  commend  hlsaself  to  every  nan's  cods< 
in  ^e  sight  of  God."  His  preaching  is  etninenUy  experimratal,  penet 
into  the  dark  recesses  of  the  unsanctilied  heart,  and  dealing  with  tbe 
aad  fears,  the  desires  and  aversions,  the  vain  refuges  and  false  pretc 
the  ignorant  and  the  self-deceiTed,  the  presumptuous  and  the  daspon 
attd  tracing  the  coarse  of  the  divine  life  throagh  all  its  turnings  and 
uigs,  from  the  first  throb  of  conviction  nfaich  agitates  the  bosom  < 
afrakaned  sinner,  down  to  tli«  last  prayer  of  the  expiring  saint,  wImb  ■* 
is  swallowed  up  in  vietory." 

In  this  way,  we  believe  that  piety  in  the  heart  will  be  reflected  i 
themes  of  the  pulpit ;  and  thus  the  disoourses  of  a  minister  serve 
mirror,  in  which  his  character  becomes  appareoL  A  striking  proof  o 
is  fnrnished  in  a  Tolnme  of  the  posthumous  works  of  the  late  Dr  Cbai 
which  contains  aenoons  preached  antecedent  and  snbseqnent  to  his  tx 
■ion.  The  one,  while  di^laying  the  usual  marks  of  the  author's  poi 
mind,  are  at  the  same  time  an  arid  waste,  so  far  as  evangelical  docti 
concerned  ;  the  other  are  sweetly  redolent  of  "  the  Plant  of  Kenovm,' 
vaded  throughout  by  a  sweet  savoar  of  Ckrist.  The  former  disclose  U 
Chalmers  the  mere  moralist ;  the  latter  exhibit  Chalmers  the  man  of 
and  maet^  in  Israel. 

n.  Pwsonol  pietj/  wiU  aiao  iafiuerux  tke  manner  of  tAs  preacher  in  (I 
ctimon  and  appUcadoti  of  die  themes  of  the  pulpit — A  preacher  of  i 
piety  regards  himself  as  in  some  sense  set  for  the  fall  and  rising  of 
arouBd  him. 

"  Hoch  impressed 
Himfiflif,  OB  conficioufl  oi  his  awful  chaise, 
And  anxious  mainlv  that  the  Bock  he  ^edS 
Ufty  feel  ft  too," 

hh  whole  appearance  will  indicate  de^  toUmniii/.  Thoroughly  oonvi 
of  the  truth  of  his  message,  and  zealous  for  Ood's  honour,  he  will  bei 
testimony  with  unshrinkhig  boldnets.  Constrained  to  fear  that  soAe  o 
hearers  are  enemies  of  God,  compassion  for  their  miserable  and  pei 
oondition  will  prompt  liim  to  address  tliem  in  terms  and  toDee  of  i 
ing  tenderness.  Aware  of  llie  prevalent  misconceptkina  of  Gospel  t 
hia  instructions  will  be  characteriied  by  great  ain^liciiy — equally  I'emi 
frotn  vulgarity  on  the  one  hand,  nnd  peditntie  diiiplays  of  lore  on  the  o 
Anxious  to  be  instrumental  in  discovering  to  his  hearers  their  true 
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meter,  hia  preaching  will  be  diacrimmaliHg,  He  will  not  address  them  in 
the  iDUS  as  saints  or  as  sinners,  but,  compelled  to  assume  in  every  Rudieace 
ths  representatires  of  these  two  great  classes,  he  will  not  ignore  the  dualitjr 
bj  dealing  in  vague,  pointless  generalities,  indiscriminately  addressed  to 
^ ;  bat,  assuming  its  existence,  will  rightly  divide  the  word  of  truth,  giving 
to  each  his  needed  portion  in  due  season.  "  Of  some  he  will  have  com- 
puaion,  making  a  difference ;  others  he  will  save  with  fear,  pulling  them 
out  of  the  fire."  Wholly  committed  to  one  great  olgect,  the  salvation  of 
tke  Bouls  of  his  hearers,  burning  eatvealnest  will  absorb  his  soul,  which  will 
oTge  bin)  not  only  to  reason,  but  to  "  reprove,  rebuke,  and  exhort,  with 
lU  loDg-Buffering  and  doctrine,"  if  by  any  means  he  may  save  some.  This 
cod  he  will  labour  to  accomplish  by  the  thorough  expoxilion  of  the  word, 
iUiutraled  and  applied  by  cogent  arguments,  apt  atlusioDs,  striking  inci- 
data,  appropriate  anecdotes,  pointed  interrogations,  and  rousing  appeals. 
Id  rU  this  the  preacher's  piety  will  shine ;  it  will  beam  in  hia  looks,  thrill  in 
bis  tones,  and  speak  in  hia  motiona.     While  scorning 


liavttl  neither  exbibk  the  figure  of  a  motionless  statue,  whose  "  drowsy 
linMingB  only  lull  his  hearers  to  repose,"  nor  yet  the  whining  aftectation 
of  him  who  teigns  what  he  doee  not  feel,  but  will  display  the  natural,  down* 
n^t  eamestneas  of  one,  who  has  tidings  of  unutterable  importance  to  com- 
iDBDiciie,  ami  awaits  with  anxiety  the  issue  of  iiia  message. 

In  Aeae  observations,  we  are  not  to  be  understood  as  slighting  laudable 

t^leesfiB  to  acquire  a  good  delivery.      This  end,  when    prosecuted  in  a 

i^ spirit,  and  not  exalted  to  undue  prominence,  is  not  only  allowable,  but 

QcccGcary,  in  an  age  of  intellectual  cultivation  and  refinement.     But,  inde- 

fwdently  of  this,  <ve  hold  that  the  preacher  who  is  filled  with  the  Spiril, 

u>d  tnvailing  in  birth  for  tbe  salvation  of  souls,  will  make  himself  felt  in 

1  "'S;  that  tbe  mere  orator  never  can.     In  listening  to  the  latter,  we  may 

fn^ oursdres,  albeit  we  cannot  quite  forget  him;  but  under  the  impres- 

ai«  ministratioas  of  the  former,  we  foi^t  both  ourselves  and  him,  in  the 

MgrosBing  theme  on  which  he  dwells.     The  secret  of  this  power  is  not 

■Iwsys  a  line  voice,  nor  an  ornate  style,  nor  a  splendid  elocution,  but  the 

pnnraion  of  that  rare  spiritual  gitl  we  call  "unction,"  which  is  just  another 

I    iiuie  for  piety  in  lively  exereise,  under  the  influence  of  which,  every  word 

I    >  preacher  utters,  seems  to  come  from  tbe  heart,  to  the  heart,  communicating 

ott  only  light,  but  heat — impressions  as  well  as  ideas.     This  explains  why 

WBie  preachers,  of  very  ordinary  gifts  and  limited  acquirements,  have  a 

;    P'lVM'of  impreeaion,  to  which  many  of  their  more  gifted  brethren  can  make 

j    »  pretensions.     When  such  men  appear  in  the  pulpit,  they  seem  to  have 

mae  direct  from  "  the  secret  place  of  tbe  Most  High ;"  and  hence  it  is,  that 

I    <Ih  simplest  things  they  say  of  Christ,  are  like  bread  to  the  hungry,  and 

^lii  wsier  to  the  thirsty  soul. 

Such  a  preacher  will  extort  as  well  as  expound;  ha  will  preach  not 
°wrely  befote,  but  to,  his  hearers.  Is  piety  so  manifested  generally,  in  the 
pulpit  eloquence  of  our  day  7  In  raising  this  question,  we  don't  mean  to 
wiiDie  a  censorious  tone  of  depreciation  as  to  the  general  pulpit  ability  of 
our  times ;  on  tlie  contrary,  we  believe  there  never  was  a  period,  since  the 
"posifllic  age,  when  the  Gospel  was  so  effectively  preached  ;  but  slill,  it  has 
'ODg  been  onr  conviction  (looking  at  Q^oriptore  models),  that  the  British 
V'^ii,  as  a  whole,  is  lucking  in  the  boitatory  element.     This  opinion  has 
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the  sanction  of  aa  anthority,  which,  on  such  a  Bulgect,  we  all  venerate.  "It 
uppisurs  to  roe,"  says  the  late  John  Angell  James,  "  that  a  want  of  powerful, 
eloquent,  yet  simple  and  unafiect«d  exhortation,  is  among  the  greatest  defi- 
ciencieB  of  the  modern  pulpit."  In  a  similar  strain  the  eminently  godW 
M'Chayne  of  Dundee  once  remariced,  that  while  many  good  men  preacb«d 
the  Gospel,  they  "  wanted  the  apostles'  beseeching  men."  This  we  con- 
sider a  capital  defect.  To  what  is  it  to  be  traced  f  In  some  instances,  il 
may  possibly  be  owing  to  the  fettering  influence  of  a  cramped  theological 
system;  and  to  such  wa  would  respectfully  recommend  the  perusal  ol 
Andrew  Fuller's  article,  in  his  collected  works,  "  On  the  daty  of  ministen 
in  dealing  with  the  unconverted ;"  and  the  venerable  John  Newton'e 
equally  sensible  letter  on  the  same  subject,  entitled,  "  A  ministerial  address 
to  the  unconvwted,"  Bat  may  not  the  absence  of  the  persuasive  be  attri- 
buted, in  roost  cases,  to  a  tow  and  languid  piety  t  On  this  point  let  usagaJD 
listen  to  Mr  James  :  "  We  are  weak  in  the  pulpit,  because  we  are  weak  id 
the  closeL  .  .  .  We  are  feeble  as  preachers,  because  we  are  feeble  as  Chris- 
tians. .  .  .  We  not  only  speiik  what  we  believe,  hut  as  we  believe  :  if  liie 
faith  be  weak,  so  will  be  the  utterance." 

-  ni.  The  mjbien.ce  of  ardent  piefy  on  th«  eloquence  of  the  pulpit  will  also  app^ 
in  the  resrtUi  which  will  fiow  from  it. — The  preacher  we  have  been  describic^ 
contemplates  effect,  in  all  his  ministrations  ;  not  effect  in  the  mere  rhetorical 
sense  of  the  term,  but  effect  in  a  spiritual  point  of  view,  consisting  in  tbe 
conversion  of  his  hearers.  He  may  not  dazzle  by  his  unexpected  analogies, 
nor  fascinate  by  the  splendour  of  his  diction,  nor  charm  by  tlie  appoaiteness 
of  his  illustrations;  but  his  spirituality  of  mind  will  strike  awe  into  tbs 
unreflecting,  his  earnestness  command  their  attention,  his  sympathy  cap- 
tivate their  hearts,  his  sweet  violence  carry  their  souls  captive  for  Jeeus, 
Of  numberless  illustrative  examples  which  might  be  adduced  here,  take  the 
well-known,  and  often  cited  instance,  concerning  M'Cheyne :  Afler  bis 
death,  there  was  found  in  his  desk  an  unopened  note  from  one  who  had 
heard  his  last  sermon,  to  the  following  effect : — "  Pardon  a  stranger  for 
addressing  to  you  a  few  lines.  I  heard  you  {weach  last  Sabbath  evening, 
and  it  pleased  God  to  bless  that  sernioa  to  my  soul.  It  was  not  bo  much 
what  you  said,  as  your  manner  of  saying  it,  that  struck  me.  I  saw  in  yoD 
a  beauty  of  holiness  I  never  saw  before."  Honoured  man  I — divinelj 
honoured  by  such  a  testimony.  Compared  with  this,  the  empty  plaudits  of 
admiring  crowds  are  but  as  the  dust  of  the  balance,  less  than  nothing  »s.i 

But  the  matter,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  such  a  preacher,  tends  to  the 
same  results.  Himself  enlightened  by  the  Spirit  of  God  as  to  the  evils  of 
his  own  heart,  he  is  the  better  fltted  for  unveiling  the  heart'Sins  of  othen- 
All  hearts  bear  a  remarkable  similarity  to  one  another  in  their  main  fea- 
tures ;  and  in  the  detection  and  exposure  of  their  secret  workings  by  ll'' 
experimental  preacher,  hearers  oflen  feel  themselves  so  accurately  described, 
as  to  wonder  how  he  has  come  by  a  knowledge  of  them.  In  the  same  wsy, 
the  preacher's  knowledge  of  the  new  heart  enables  him  to  speak  of  its  en- 
lightenment and  renewal,  its  peculiar  conflicts  and  chequered  experiences, 
to  the  comfort  and  edification  of  all  the  faithful.  A  preacher  of  this  stamp 
may  not  always  attract  admiring  crowds,  but  he  will  draw  around  him  tbe 
inquiring  and  the  broken-hearted,  the  thoughtful  and  the  good.  A  distin- 
guished hearer  of  Bishop  Latimer's  once  said  to  him,  "  1  have  an  ear  f°'' 
other  men,  but  I  have  a  lieaH  for, you."  Such  is  the  high  privilege  of  all 
good  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ.     They  live  in  the  affections  of  their  con- 
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rerts,  and  enjoy  the  approval  of  all  the  good  and  the  true— a  blessing  only 
secund  in  imporlance  to  the  smile  of  Heaven  itself. 

It  is  thua  evident,  that  a  lofij  ministerial  piety,  seldom  or  never  spends 
its  strength  for  nought  and  in  vain,  but  is  usually  accompanied  by  the 
noblest  results,  in  the  reclamation  of  the  lost,  and  the  edification  of  the 
saved.  The  history  of  the  whole  Church  of  God  might  be  quoted  in  proof 
of  this  averment  Generally  speaking,  it  has  not  been  those  possessed  of. 
splendid  talent,  philosophic  depth,  or  metaphysical  subtlety,  whnse  preach- 
ing has  been  most  abundantly  blessed,  but  those  in  whom  piety  has  been 
the  predominating  quality.  And  this  is  just  what  might  naturally  have 
bwn  expected  s  for  who  so  likely  to  be  employed  by  God  in  the  advance- 
ment of  Hia  glory  as  His  own  approved  servants — those  whose  hearts  beat 
most  in  unison  with  His,  for  the  world's  redemption  ?  *'  Them  that  honour 
Melwill, honour." 

These  statements  are  corroborated  and  confirmed,  by  what  is  passing  in 
many  parts  of  our  own  country  at  the  present  moment.  Souls  are  being 
brought  from  darkness  to  light  in  scores  and  hundreds,  and  by  whom  T  (of 
course  I  mean  instru mentally).  Not  by  our  Outhries,  Candlishes,  Gairds, 
Mfldeods,  Kers,  and  Andersons,  but  by  men  unknown  to  fame, — in  not  a 
few  inslancee,  men  un ministerial,  without  learning,  and  without  oratory, 
bBl  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  as  from  day  to  day  they  plead 
nith  God  on  behalf  of  men,  and  with  men  on  behalf  of  God,  souls  are  melted 
uiid«r  them  into  penitence  and  prayer,  and  quickened  to  faith  and  hope  in 
ibe  sinner's  Saviour. 

Such  a  demonstration  was  needed,  not  only  to  arouse  the  world,  but  to 
warn  the  Church  against  leaning  too  much  to  the  boasted  appliances,  and 
impnvements  of  our  utilitarian  age,  and  to  remind  her  that  her  strength 
'isj  ID  a  heartier  recognition  of  that  good  old  truth  she  is  so  prone  to  forget, 
''.Vot  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  My  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts." 

Then  how  indispensably  necessary  that  we,  who  are  ministers  of  Christ, 
be  personally  pious — eminently  pious  1  How  careful  to  cultivate  the  heart, 
as  well  as  the  intellect!  Destitute  of  heart-religion,  what  endowments, 
Wever  rare  or  splendid,  can  enable  us  to  watch  for  souis?  How  shall  we 
proclaini  to  others  what  we  do  not  know?  How  shall  we  describe  what  we 
do  not  feel  1  How  shall  we  lead  thera  in  a  path  we  have  never  walked  T 
How  important,  then,  that  we  eiamirio  onrselves  whether  we  be  in  the 
faith — that  we  scrutinize  our  motives,  that  they  be  such  as  God  approves  1 
Animated  and  governed  by  such  principles,  may  we  not  expect  to  be  em- 
ployed by  God,  in  the  production  of  impressions  and  results,  saving  and 
spiritual,  which  will  never  diet  W.  F.  K. 
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The  law  of  God  is  not  revealed  to  us  in  order  that  we,  by  our  personal 
obedience  to  it,  may  obtain  justilication.  To  man  in  the  state  of  innocence, 
obedience  was  the  prescribed  means  of  ensuring  the  continued  enjoyment  ot 
God's  favour,  and  of  obtaining  higher  manifestations  of  it  than  he  had  re- 
ceived. But  men  are  now  guilty  and  depraved.  They  have  violated  the 
law,  and  incurred  its  penalty ;  and  they  dislike  its  purity,  and  are  indisposed 
to  keep  it.  And  being  incapable  of  giving  satisfaction  for  their  transgres- 
*'on9  of  it,  and  of  yielding  the  obedience  which  it  demands,  they  can  neither 
fesiore  themselves  to  the  favour  of  God  which  thev  have  lost,  nor  merit  a 
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title  to  the  eteroal  life  which  the;  have  forfeited.  The  Gtoepel,  accordinglj, 
tells  ua  that  we  are  justified  freely  by  the  grace  of  God  through  the  redemp- 
tion that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  that  eternal  life  is  the  gift  of  God  through 
Jeens  Christ  our  Lord. 

But  though  the  law  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  the  means  of  justification  to 
men,  it  must  he  proclaimed  to  them, — both  to  those  who  are  still  in  a  stale 
,  of  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  to  those  who,  through  interest  in  Chnst's 
obedience  to  the  death,  have  been  reconciled  onto  God.  To  the  one  class  ii 
is  useful  as  a  means  of  shutting  them  up  to  the  faith  of  Christ ;  and  it  must, 
dierefore,  be  proclaimed  to  them  as  a  law  to  which  they  are  subject — which 
prescribes  duties,  from  the  obligation  of  which  they  cannot  be'  released,  and 
declares  the  penalty  to  which  every  transgression  exposes  them  ;  for,  unle£^ 
they  are  aware  of  the  perpetuity  of  its  precepts  and  sanctions,  the/  will  not 
see  their  guilt  and  danger,  or  the  necessity  and  suitableness  of  the  Divine 
^an  of  salvation,  so  ae  to  be  constrained  to  flee  for  refuge  to  the  hope  eel 
before  them  in  the  Gospel.  And  to  the  other  class  it  is  useful  as  a  mesDi 
of  discovering  to  them  the  nature  and  the  obligAtion  of  the  hotinees  whidi 
they  should  strive  to  attain  ;  and  it  must,  therefore,  be  proclaimed  to  them 
as  a  law  which  has  not  been  abrogated,  but  confirmed  and  enforced,  bv 
Christ's  substitutionary  sacrifice,  and  conformity  to  which  is  indispensable 
to  their  enjoyment  of  God's  com[JaGency  now,  and  to  their  admission  to  Hit 
immediate  presence  hereafter. 

These  ends,  contemplated  in  the  proclamation  of  the  law,  will  not  be 
gfuned,  if  the  principle  stated  by  the  Apostle  James  is  overlooked, — thxi 
"  whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  ofiend  in  one  point,  he  ii 
guilty  of  all "  (James  ii.  10).  It  is  only  by  a  perception  of  its  justice  that 
die  sinner  will  be  driven  from  Uie  subterfuges  by  which  he  evades  the  con- 
clu»on,  that  there  can  be  no  safety  for  him  except  in  the  atonement  sn'i 
T^iteousness  of  Christ,  and  that  the  bdiever  wUl  be  stimulated  to  Btrivv 
after  universal  conforniity  to  the  Divine  will.  Now,  as  this  principle  may 
at  first  view  be  regarded  as  unjust  in  its  nature,  and  injurious  in  its  ten- 
dency,— A  principle  which  abolishes  all  distinction  among  trHnsgressionE 
wnd  transgressors,  and  which  wilt  discourage  effort  to  resist  t«mptation8  and 
perfonn  duties, — a  brief  explanation  and  illuetration  of  it  may  not  be  un- 
profitaUe. 

The  precepts  of  the  Divine  law  are  numerous  and  diversified,  referring  tn 
nil  the  duties  inpumbent  on  us  in  the  various  relations  which  we  sustain 
both  to  God  and  to  our  fellow-men.  Now,  the  principle  laid  down  by  Jam*' 
does  not  imply,  either  that  he  who  has  violated  one  of  these  precepts  is  re- 
garded by  Ood  as  having  actually  violated  all  the  rest,  or  that  he  who  hn» 
been  chargeable  with  one  transgression  has  contracted  as  great  an  amount 
of  criminajity  as  he  who  has  transgressed  every  precept  which  the  law 
contains.  The  first  supposiliou  is  inconsistent  with  the  very  phraseology 
employed  by  him,  which  intimates,  that  he  who  is  declared  to  be  guilty  ei 
all  may  have  kept  the  whole  law  with  the  excep^on  of  a  single  poinL  And 
the  second  is  at  variance  with  the  whole  teaching  of  Scripture  respecting 
the  future  condition  of  the  wicked ;  for  it  represents  the  measure  of  guiU 
contracted  by  different  individuals,  and  the  amount  of  retributitHi  ioSicted 
on  them  by  the  just  judgment  of  God,  as  very  different,  and  aa  proportioneil 
to  the  number  and  the  character  of  the  sins  which  they  have  commitied- 
Let  no  person,  then,  take  encouragement  in  sin  from  the  thought,  that  he 
may  add  one  kind  of  iniquity  to  another,  and  multiply  all,  without  con- 
tracting additional  criminality,  or  exposing  himeelf  to  additional  retribution' 


THE  UNIT!'  OF  THE  DIVIHI  L.VW.  109 

There  is  crinunalit;  incurred,  and  retribution  merited,  hy  the  violation  of 
nch  individnnl  precept  of  tbe  law,  as  well  as  hy  each  violation  of  any  one 
precept ;  and  the  amount  of  the  one,  and  the  degree  of  the  .other,  are  de- 
pendent on  the  extent  find  the  frequency  of  transgreeaion.  By  every  new 
lin,  and  by  eveiy  repetition  of  the  same  ain,  men  treasure  up  to  thetnselTCB 
greater  "wi=Bth  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  ot  tb«  rigbteoui 
judgment  of  G!od." 

The  law  of  Ood  is  not  to  be  viewed  as  a  collection  of  individual  precept*, 
each  enforced  by  peculiar  motives,  which  have  no  mutual  relation,  and  no 
wmmon  bond  of  connection.  It  is  in  condescension  to  our  ignorance  and 
weakiLcss,  which  incapacitate  us  for  apprehending  distinctly  and  fully  the 
btving  which,  if  presented  in  its  singleness,  it  would  have  on  the  varied 
itlations  which  we  sustain,  and  the  diversified  circumstances  in  which  we 
ire  placed,  that  it  has  been  branched  ont  into  a  variety  of  particalars,'  or 
preseotad  in  the  form  of  different  precepts,  each  of  which  may  bo  enforoed 
bj  special  motives.  Bat  its  precepts  are  inseparably  linked  together  ;  for 
l^ej  are,  in  truth,  only  one  commaQdment  variously  applied.  Such  is  the 
lapect  in  which  it  presents  itself  to  God,  to  whose  mind  all  the  diversified 
relations  and  circumstances  of  His  creatures  are  simultaneously  present. 
,  Sow,  from  this  unity  of  the  law  it  neceasnrily  follows,  not  merely  that  he 
who  has  violated  any  one  of  its  precepts  is  as  really  a  tmnsgressor,  and  as 
liable  to  the  penalty  with  which  it  is  sanctioned,  though  not  worthy  of  the 
aaniB  amount  of  retribution,  as  if  he  bad  broken  the  whole  ;  but  i^so,  that 
siery  deliberate  or  wilfnl  violation  of  any  one  of  its  precepts  atteita  the 
BiiaiencB  in  the  transgressor  of  principles  which,  were  it  not  for  things  alto- 
ietber  extraneous,  would  lead  to  the  violation  of  all  its  other  precepts. 
Tbetsis  great  diversity  in  the  natural  inclinations  and  dispositions  of  men, 
ud  in  the  external  infiuences  which  operate  upon  them ;  and  it  is  to  these, 
ud  not  to  the  law,  that  the  diversity  in  the  conduct  of  the  transgT«s8ors  of 
il  muet  be  attributed.  We  may  be  free  from  sins  in  which  others  indulge ; 
lutifwe  deliberately  commit  any  sin,  it  is  not  the  law,  but  something  al- 
Ugether  extraneous  to  it,  that  is  the  cause  of  our  abstinence  from  the 
'then.  Or  we  may  perform  many  duties  which  are  generally  omitted ; 
^t  if  we  wilfully  neglect  any  duty,  it  is  not  the  law,  but  something  wholly 
"nconnected  with  it,  that  prompts  to  the  performance  of  the  others.  And 
if  this  is  the  case,  is  it  not  plain  that,  though  actually  we  have  offended  only 
10  one  point,  yet  virtually  we  are  guilty  of  all ;  since  this  one  offence  ahoFS 
Ihst  we  cherish  in  our  hearts  a  principle  which  is  eubveraive  of  the  wbolft 
t*",  and  which,  were  our  mental  constitution  or  oar  outward  circnm- 
Wuiceg  different  Irom  what  they  are,  would  lead  to  the  violation  of  any,  or 
•fall,  of  its  precepts  [ 
The  truth  stated  in  these  remarks  may  be  confirmed  and  illustrated  by 
I  an  eppeal  to  two  things,  in  which  the  unity  of  the  Divine  law  most 
"Iwioady  appears. 

firat,  The  substance  or  essence  of  all  the  precepts  of  the  law  is  one.— 
In  the  verses  which  immediately  precede  the  statement  under  consideration, 
Ihe  Apostle  declares  that  the  essence  of  the  whole  law  consists  in  love  to 
our  neighbour,  and  that  everything  inconsistent  with  this  principle  is  a 
^nigresHon  of  it.  "If  ye  fulfil  the  royal  law  according  to  the  Scripture, 
"leu  shalt  lo.ve  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,  ye  do  well :  but  if  ye  have  respect 
I'l  peraons,  ye  commit  sin,  and  are  convinced  of  the  law  as  transgressors." 
rteaameview  is  very  pl^nly  stated  by  Paul,  in  Bom.  liii.  8-10.  Now,  as  ~ 
'ove  to  our  neighbour  is  the  whole  substance  of  the  law  in  its  reference  to 
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men,  so  love  to  God  is  its  whole  aubBtance  id  ita  reference  to  Him.  There 
are  many  outward  acU  which  it  ei^oins,  and  many  which  it  forbids ;  but 
its  numerous  precepts  merely  point  out  the  different  forms  in  which,  in 
consequence  of  our  varied  relations  and  circumstances,  the  principle  of  love 
should  operate  or  be  manifested,— these  precepts  being  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  our  inability  to  see,  or  our  proneness  to  overlook,  some  one  or 
more  of  the  acta  to  which  it  prompts.  Could  we  thoroughly  comprehend 
all  its  operations,  the  law  might  have  been  summed  up  in  a  siogle  precepi,  i 
which  simply  prescribed  the  exercise  of  love.  Love  dwelling  in  the  heart ' 
will  ensure  obedience  to  all  the  commandments ;  and  the  deliberate  violation  ^ 
of  even  the  least  of  them  proves  that  it  is  a  stranger  to  the  bosom.  *'  Love," 
to  nse  the  words  of  Paul,  "  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour."  It  will  pre- 
vent us  from  injuring  him  in  any  form.  Suppose  that  we  have  not  de- 
franded  him  of  his  property,  or  offered  violence  to  his  person  ;  yet  if  we  have 
hurt  bis  good  name,  oi'  rejoiced  in  his  adversity,  this  is  an  evidence  that  we 
do  not  love  him  ;  and,  consequently,  that  our  abstinence  from  fraud  end 
violence  must  be  attributed,  not  to  our  respect  to  the  iaw,  but  merely  to  a 
selfish  regard  to  our  worldly  interests,  or  to  the  absence  of  temptation,  or 
to  natural  temperament,  or  to  some  other  extraneous  cause,  and  that,  wen 
these  restraining  influences  removed,  the  law  would  be  inefiectual  to  prevesl 
the  commission  of  any  crime.  Tlius,  though  actually  we  may  have  oifended 
only  in  one  point,  we  are  guilty  of  all;  for  we  have  d<Hie  what  is  subversive 
of  the  law  in  its  whole  extent. 

Secondly,  The  authority  by  which  all  the  precepts  of  the  Jaw  is  sane-  . 
tioned,  is  one.  To  this  truth  also  the  Apostle  appeals  in  support  of  his 
statement,  immediately  subjoining  to  it  these  words:  "For  He  that  said, 
Do  not  commit  adultery,  said  also,  Do  not  kill.  Now,  if  thou  commit  do 
adultery,  yet  if  thou  kiil,  thou  art  become  a  transgressor  of  the  law,"  The 
whole  Uw  is  based  on  the  supreme  authority  which  bclon§;s  to  God,  as  the 
Creator  and  Moral  Governor  of  the  universe.  Its  commandments  are  all 
holy,  and  just,  and  good.  But  though  their  purity  and  equity,  and  the 
tendency  of  obedience  to  them  to  promote  our  happiness,  loay  be  eoiployed 
as  motives  to  prevail  with  us  to  comply  with  them  ;  yet  their  obligation  does 
not  arise  from  these  things,  which  we,  in  some  instances,  may  be  unable  to 
perceive.  It  is  the  authority  which  God  has  over  us  that  makes  it  our  in- 
cumbent duty  to  obey  the  precepts  of  the  law,  and  renders  us  guilty,  oi 
justJy  liable  to  punishment,  if  we  disobey.  Now,  as  the  authority  of  God  is 
equally  stamped  on  all  the  commandments  of  His  law,  on  the  least  as  truly 
as  on  the  greatest,  the  wilful  violation  of  even  a  single  precept  is  a  denial  of 
His  authority,  and  is,  therefore,  subversive  of  the  whole  law.  By  disre- 
garding any  injunction  which  He  has  given  us,  whether  we  diacem  ita 
righteousness  and  its  importance  or  not,  we  show  that  His  authority  has  no 
weight  with  us ;  and,  consequently,  that  we  would  disregard  every  other  pre- 
cept, did  our  inclinations  prompt  us,  or  were  we  strongly  tempted.  Though 
we  may  have  offended  only  in  one  point,  that  single  offence  proceeds  from 
a  principle  which  overthrows  the  whole  law;  and  we  are,  therefore,  guilty 
of  all. 

The  statement  of  the  Apostle  incontestably  demonstrates  the  falsehood  of 
the  doctrine  of  compensation,  or  of  the  opinion  that  obedience  to  some  of 
God's  commandments  compensates  for  the  neglect,  or  the  violation,  of  others. 
This  doctrine  is  maintained,  if  not  avowedly,  yet  practically,  by  some  who 
call  themselves  Christians.  The  formalist  thinks  that  his  attention  to  the 
outwai'd  duties  of  piety  will  induce  God  to  overlook  his  indifference  to  the 
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that  Tint  it.  In  entering  it,  kowerer.  But  it  is  time  to  notice  wkat  is  to  bt 
we  do  not  look,  for  auymng  grand  or  seen  inside  of  the  town.  The  first  {Jace 
gftj  of  the  present  time.  Our  thoughts  to  which  we  aie  conducted  is  the  old 
are  carried  hack  to  the  persoos  who  building  where  Luther  taught  aod  re- 
lived in  it,  and  the  evente  which  tran-  sided.  It  was  originally  an  Angnatinian 
spired  there,  more  t^an  three  centnriee  convent,  bat  was  ajsigned  foT  ^  use  of  : 
ago ;  and  we  could  well  afford  to  see,  the  UniTeraity  founded  here  by  Predc-  j 
much  more  than  we  do,  the  traces  of  ride,  the  Elector  of  Saxouj.  Ihe  build-  j 
tlie-  decaying  and  crumbling  hands  of  ing  is  plain  and  conunodions,  and  beut  i 
time.  The  greater  part  of  it  is  quite  the  marts  gf  its  venerable  age.  It  ii  1 
modern.  Being  a  post  of  some  militar;  now  used,  as  a  theological  eeminuT,  ] 
importance,  it  has  suffered  greatly  from  where  a  few  students  are  trained,  wlo 
the  effects  of  war.  Little  more  than  a  have  finished  the  usual  curricohnii' 
ceninry  ago  it  was  bombarded  It  the  Luther  came  here  in  the  year  1508,  sowi 
Austrians,  aud  about  a  third  of  the  aft«r  ibe  foundation  of  the  trniTenit]'. 
town  was  destroyed ;  ajid  in  1S14,  too,  He  was  about  twenty-five  yeue  of  *ge. 
when  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  it  Three  years  before,  he  bad  taken  tka 
BUBtained  a  siege  by  the  Prussians,  which  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philoaophf  at  tk 
laetedfortenmonthabefore  they  finally  tlniversity  of  Erfurt,  whwe  he  had 
succeeded  in  taking  it  by  storm.  As  studied ;  and  as  such  he  was  enticed  to 
might  be  expected,  it  snstained  great  hold  lectures  in  any  branch  that  he- 
damage  in  consequence,  and  the  rfiady  longed  to  that  comprehensive  facnilj, 
grovee  which  adorned  the  suburbs,  and  But  philosophy,  or  any  study  that  le- 
afforded  pleasant  and  retired  walks  to  lated  to  mer^y  worliUy  subjects,  vas 
the  inhabitants,  were  cut  down  by  the  not  that  on  which  his'  heart  waa  diieflj 
French  for  the  purpose  of  defence.  set.  He  had  lived  during  the  interven- 
The  appearance  of  the  town  must  ing  years  as  a  monk  in  the  AugUBtinian 
therefore  be  conwderably  different  now  ,  convent  at  Erfurt,  and,  while  there,  ei- 
from  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  Luther,  perlenced  that  great  spiritual  conflict 
Still  the  leading  features  in  i^  and  around  which  resulted,  only  after  laborious  stndj 
it  remain  the  same.  The  broad  river  •  of  God's  word,  and  the  endurance  of 
that  flows  past  it  still  murmura  on  its  many  tormenting  donhts  and  fears,  in 
reidstleesr  course,  and  tells  to  the  mueing  his  attaining  to  tbe  knowledge  of  aaln- 
loiterer  on  its  banks  the  agme  lessons  <^  taon  by  faith  in  Christ  alone.  It  wu 
wisdom  which  it  has  uttered  during  the  truth  contained  in  God's  word  Hat 
many  generations.  And  especially,  when  engaged  his  affection  now;  it  was  Ihiii 
stem  winter  lays  hie  icy  hand  upon  it,  he  desired  to  teach  to  others.  He  had 
and  throws  his  silvery  mantle  over  all  been  ordained  as  a  priest  before  he  oame 
things  around,  as  at  the  time  when  we  to  Wittenberg,  but  this  did  not  give 
visited  it,  we  should  believe  wo  had  him  a  title  to  teach  theology  in  the 
before  us  the  same  scene  on  which  the  University.  At  first,  therefore,  he  taught 

rit  Refermer  gazed,  when  in  his  walks  only  logic  and  natural  philosophy.   Soon, 

pondered   over   those  truths   which  however,  he  was  enabled  to  turn  fo  more 

hare  given  new  life  to  the  Church,  ind  congenial  themes.   In  the  following  year 

have  made  hie  name  immortal.     The  be  obtained  the  necessary  title  to  teach 

river  ia  crossed  by  a  very  long  bridge  theology  in  the  Uniyersitj  by  beconiing 

ciMnposed  of  twelye  arches.    In  winter,  what  ia  t«rmed  "  Licentiate ;"  and  now 

however,  the  ice  is  often  so  strong  as  to  he  began  his  propw  work — that  which 

serre  instead  of  it,  even  ior  great  wag-  enlistm   his    warmest   affecttona,   and 

'   gons,  at  points  where  the  l»idge  may  called  forth  his  highest  powoa, 

not  be  eo  convenient.    The  town  is  re-  Although  he  was  tims  eager  to  teach 

gularly  fortified,  having  its  wall  and  IJie  truths  of  God's  word,  aud  might  as 

bridges,    and,    outside,   its    system    of  a  priest  have  had  opportunity  to  ^  so 

paralleU  and  batteries,  which  appear  to  from  the  pulpit,    yet  he   ^runk  tau^ 

ba  all  kept  in  repair  ready  for  any  emer-  from  this  when  he  thought  of  the  awful 

gency.     There  is  a  prison  here  ;  and  we  responribility  of  speaking  to  the  pei^ 

observed  numbeis  ol  the  ooavicts  work-  in  the  name  of  God;  and  it  was  <ml? 

tng  about  the  forlificatiuns  under  the  after  great  eoUcitatioii  ou  the  part  m 
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Staapiti,  his  raperior,  that  he  oongentod  Tetiel,  a  Dominican  monk,  who,  travel- 
to  prench.  HiBfiistpuUicdiscoune  waa  ling  over  the  country  Belling  indul- 
deliTered  in  the  chMcl  of  the  cooTent  gencea,  had  reached  the  neighbourhood, 
(a  small  wooden  bDilding  in  the  aquare  of  and  waa  deltiding  the  people  with  hia 
Wittenberg,  long  ago  remoTed),  and  his  lying  vanities.  He  hadbsen  prohibited 
burning  words — wends  which,  asHelanc-  by  the  Elector  from  entering  Saxony- 
titan  said,  were  "  bom  not  on  his  lips,  itaelf ,  but  he  cams  nevertheleas  as  near 
bat  in  his  soul" — roused  the  attention  of  as  he  could  to  the  borders  o£  it.  He  had 
bis  audience,  and  interested  them  in  reached  Jiiterbock,  a  place  about  four 
truths  which  were  new  to  most  of  them,  miles  from  Wittenberg,  and  hU  delu- 
Hiafame  soon  brought  crowds  to  hear  eions  were  working  dsadly  mischief 
bim,  so  great  that  the  chapel  was  un-  among  the  people  confided  to  Luther'a 
able  to  contain  them ;  and  accordingly,  care.  It  was  now  time  for  him  to  speak 
when  invited  by  the  Council  to  preach  out.  Being  still  a  devoted  adherent  of 
in  the  Town  Church,  he  willingly  ae-  the  Church,  the  idea  of  aeceiing  from  it, 
(sded.  From  here  "sounded  out  the  or  attempting  in  anyway  to  overturn 
word  of  the  Lord  ;"  and  in  the  eiperi-  it,  was  the  farthest  from  his  thoughts. 
ence  of  many  it  proved  itself  to  be  He  de^red  only  to  purge  it  from  the 
"quickand  powerful,"  and  was  "a  dis-  abnsM  which  had  sprung  up  in  it,  and 
csraer  of  the  thoughta  and  intents  of  to  this  he  thought  the  authorities  would 
Uie  heart."  at  once  lend  their  sanction.  In  this, 
TheElectorof  Saiony.whethepmerely  however,  he  was  mistaken.  His  supe-- 
from  his  appreciation  of  Luther's  talents  riors,  to  whom  he  complained  about  the 
m  a  [^feasor  and  preacher,  or  from  his  selHng  of  IndulgeDcee,  recommended  him 
We  for  the  truth  which  he  proclaimed,  to  remain  quiet  in  the  meantime  ;  but 
took  great  interest  in  him,  and  proved  this  he  could  not  do.  Hedrewout  along 
•n  miuy  occasions  a  valuable  fHend.  In  hat  of  propositions,  in  which  the  futility 
ttsyar  1512,  Lutier  received  the  de-  of  all  indulgencea  was  plainly  exposed, 
JM  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  a  degree  and  the  necessity  of  sincere  penitence  in 
Tbichm  Germany  is  only  conferred  for  order-  to  receive  the  remission  of  sins 
Anguished  theological  talents  and  at-  boldly  asserted.  These  proportions  or 
liinmeuta;  and  the  expense  of  this,  a  theses,  ninety-five  in  number,  he  toot 
sun  very  considerable  to  a  poor  German  with  him  to  the  Csatle  Church,  on  the 
^ofeawr,  was  borne  for  him-  by  the  31st  October  1517,  when  crowds  of  the 
Blector.  And  now,  placed  in  euch  a  inhabitants --were  assembled  to  witnees 
fafonrable position — havingbeen  rescued  the  display  of  the  relics  which  the  Elec- 
ftom  tbat  darkness  in  wHch  so  many  tor  had  with  great  diligence  collected ; 
around  him  were  still  living — having,  and  in  presence  of  the  astonished  mul- 
diuine  a  riut  to  Rome,  witnessed  for  titude,  ne  nailed  the  theses  to  the  door 
bimself  the  debasing  superstitions  and  of  the  church,  with  the  intimation  that 
open  profligacy  which  the  Church  en-  he  would  be  ready  to  defend  them 
couraged  or  allowed — having  youth,  and  against  ail  comers,  by  word  or  in  -writ- 
talenls,  and  learning,  and  z^  for  the  ing.  The  multitude  read  them  with 
Kiwy-  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls,  avidity.  Copies  were  speedUy  scattered 
Lather  fdt  that  he  had  work  to  do ;  and  over  the  country;  and  when  Luther  de- 
as  God  in  His  providence  opened  for  him  liv«ed  a  discourse  on  the  subject,  the 
the  door  of  usefulness,  he  readily  en-  interest  and  excitement  became  intense. 
tered.  Tetzel,  who  had  retreated  to  Frankfort 
His  extended  acquaintance  with  the  on  the  Oder,  sought  to  throw  contempt 
working  of  the  Boman  Catholic  system,  on  the  theses  by  publicly  burning  them ; 
which  he  acquired  from  being  sent  in  but  this  was  speedily  avenged.  He  had 
nam  of  his  superior  to  visit  the  con-  drawn  up  a  liat  of  counter  propoEdtions, 
Tents  of  bis  order  in  the  district,  made  and  the  students  at  Wittenberg  (who 
bim  feel  more  and  more  the  necessity  of  participated  very  strongly  in  Lutaer's 
ngilance  on  hia  part  to  check  the  abuses  sentiment^^snzed  the  messenger  besr- 
wnich  had  crept  into  the  Church.  He  ing  copies  of  them,  and  committed  them 
took,  however,  no  decided  step  in  this  to  the  flames. 

direction,  beyond  preaching  somewhat  The  posting  of  the  theses  on  the  door 
indu-ectly  i^inat  Uiem,  until  the  whole  of  the  Castle  Church  waa  but  tie  be- 
dietnct  -was  roused  by  the  fame  of  one    ginning   of    the    great   struggle  -with 
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Borne;  bub  the  wioiu  events  to  which  d^TBredbcHUid  into  his  poaseniim.  Dif- 
it  led  in  connection  with  Lntber — the  ficulty  had  been  found  m  publishiM  it 
controreTOT  which  it  excited,  tiie  &p-  to  the  people  of  Germany,  to  whom  tnejr 
pearaitce<n  Luther  to  answer  for  himself  desired  moat  to  make  it  known.  Luther, 
before  the  Pope's  Legate  at  Angsburg,  howerer,  published  it  in  a  way  that  w»b 
his  flight  from  that  city  to  disappoint  not  looked  for  nor  desired.  Convioced 
the  plot  that  was  formed  against  him,  that  now  all  hope  of  Feform  or  ledress 
his  (£sputatioB  at  Lehsic  with  Dr  Eck,  in  the  Chorch  of  Rome  was  at  an  end, 
and  his  publication  of^an  address  to  the  he  determined  to  come  out  of  her,  and 
Christian  nobles  of  Germany  —  these  publicly  renounce  her  authority.  It  was 
events,  intei'eetiDg  and  important  though  a  bold  step,  but  it  was  not  rashly  talEea, 
the;  are  as  respects  Luther's  history,  it  nor  was  it  ever  resiled  from.  On  the 
is  beside  oar  present  purpose  to  dwell  10th  December  1520,  he  assembled  the 
npon.  Yet  the  remembrance  of  them,  professois  and  students  and  citizens 
and  indeed  of  all  the  subsequent  events  in  this  place,  and  solemnly  cast  the 
of  his  career,  leading  the  thougbt«  so  parchment,  containing  tiie  Pope's  de- 
naturally  as  they  do  back  to  this  vener-  nunciations  against  him,  into  the  fire, 
able  church,  invest  it  with  an  interest  saying,  as  he  did  it,  "As  thon  hasl 
which  should  make  us  wish  to  linger  vexed  the  saints  of  Qod,  so  mayeet  thou 
within  its  hallowed  precincts.  Here  be 'consumed  in  eternal  fire." 
was  given  forth,  with  no  uncertain  Nor  was  it  only  when  suironnded  by 
sound,  the  warning  of  the  coming  con-  his  friends  that  he  was  thus  bold.  The 
fliot;  here  was  lighted  up  the  beacon  sequel  and  complement  of  this  act  k 
which  summoned  the  world  to  arma.  showed  next  year  at  Worms.  Be  went 
Here,  too,  when  the  struggle  was  over  thither  against  the  advice  and  entreat; 
and  the  victory  won,  when  tlie  work  of  of  his  friends,  resolved,  as  he  felt  it  to 
his  busy  life  was  ended  and  his  Master  be  bis  doty,  to  dare  every  hazard.  Even 
bad  called  him  to  bis  reward,  the  re-  as  he«aid,  if  there  were  as  many  devils 
mains  of  the  hero  were  buried.  The  in  Worms  as  there  'were  tiles  on  the 
coffin  lies  beneath  the  floor  of  the  house-tops,  be  must  go.  There,  before 
church,  and  the  brass  plate  which  forms  the  Emperor  and  the  princes  and  digim- 
the  top  of  it,  is  seen  by  lifting  up  a  tariea  composing  the  Diet,  he  boldly  de- 
kind  of  door.  Close  to  this  is  the  tomb  clared,  when  a^ed  if  he  would  retract, 
ofhjs  faithfulfriend  andfellow-labourer  "Unless  I  be  convinced  by  Scriptare 
Helancthon  ;  a  portrait  of  .whom,  too,  and  reason,  1  neither  can  nor  dare  re- 
which  is  reckoned  tlie  best,  may  be  seen  tract  anything ;  for  my  conscience  is  a 
upon  the  wall.  The  original  gate  on  captive  to  God's  word,  and  it  is  neither 
wnich  tlie  theses  were  posted,  was  de-  safe  nor  right  to  go  against  omBcience. 
stroyed  while  the  towif  was  in  tbe  pos-  Here  I  take  my  stand.  I  can  do  no 
session  of  the  French.  The  church  is  otherwise."  Siuely  this  was,  as  Oarlyk 
now  regularly  used  as  a  Protestant  place  csUs  it,  "  the  greatest  moment  in  the  , 
of  wor^ip,  and  is  fltted  up  accordingly,  modern  history  of  men."  Yet  tiiis  wu 
Leaving  the  Castle  Church,  we  retrace  hut  the  complement  of  that  act  which 
our  steps  to  the  other  end  of  tlie  town  this  oak-tree  (said  to  be  a  shp  oi  the 
(passing  on  our  way  the  house  where,  tree  planted  by  Luther  himselff  brisga 
as  the  inscription  over  the  door  tells  us,  so  vividly  to  our  remembrance- 
"  Melancthon  lived  and  taught  and  But  we  have  been  thinking  only  of 
'died ;"  and  not  forfrom  it,  the  house  of  one  side  of  Luther's  character.  There 
Oranactt,  the  famous  paint«r),  and  near  are  memorials  to  be  seen  in  Wittenberg 
the  Elster  gate  we  see  a  small  oak-tree,  which  remind  ub  of  another.  He  did 
suiToundea  by  railhigs,  which  marks  not  at  all  times  appear  as  the  bold,  stem, 
the  spot  on  wMch  Luther  pnblidy  burnt  defiant  Reformer.  He  had  genial,  love- 
tbe  papal  bull.  In  the  course  of  three  able  qualities,  which  we  are  touching!;  i 
years  after  the  theses  were  published,  reminded  of,  as  we  enter  the  room  in 
matters  had  proceeded  so  far  that  the  which  he  studied,  and  ponder  ova  (he 
Pope  determined  to  take  active  mea-  relics  which  are  there  carefnlly  pre- 
BUres  to  r^irees  the  heresy  that  seemed  served.  A  curious  old  wooden  chair,  oE 
now  ao  dangerous.  He  accordinglv  very  plain  and  humble  appeaiuice,  in- 
issued  a  bull,  requiring  that  Luther  b  tended  for  two  persons  sitting  in  it  oppO' 
writings  should  ba  burnt,  and  himself  site  to  each  other,  reminds  ua  of  bis  tsar- 
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riage,  and  of  U«  beloved  Catherioe.  sacrameDta]  cup  which  he  nmd,  &nd  the 

Freed  from  the  BupentitiouB  tows  to  rcutf  whidi  he  carried  whea  a  monk — 

which  she  had  consented  in  the  daja  of  we  cannot  Bpeok  in  detail.  His  house, 
ber  ignorance,  she  became  united  to  with  ite  memorials  of  Ms  private  life, 
LuCber  in  holier  bonds ;  and  £roni  the  and  the  garden  behind  in  which  he  took 
time  when  this  to<&  {Jaoe,  ia  the  ;esr  so  much  pleaeore,  are  especially  intarest' 
1625,  till  death  look  him  awaj,  she  in);,  Bcrvuig  as  thej  do  to  bring  Trridl^r 
di«««d  hia  labouis  and  lightened  his  bef<a^  ua  the  great  Reformer  in  a  cha- 
Mie,  Bad  rejwwd  in  that  teodw  affec-  racter  in  which  it  is  pleasant  to  think  of 
tioB  which,  strong  ia  itself,  appeared  all  him,  but  which,  wnile  contemplating 
the  more  so  in  contifst  with  tj^e  stem  the  rude  conflicts  of  his  outer  life,  we 
qnaKties  which  his  poaiticna.  required  are  apt  to  lose  sight  of  altogether.  Hia 
bku  to  Bhow.  Two  musk-books,  which  baldnest  before  kinga  and  uioces  ap- 
were  used  by  hun,  now  ooasidetabl;  peai»  ^  tiie  more  noble  and  worthy  of 
aoth-eateo— the  at««e  lines  in  red  ink,  tMmour  when  we  think  of  the  afFectionate 
Rod  the  words  in  Latin — recall  to  the  tenderness,  of  which  we  are  here  re- 
imsginatioa  many  happy  houia.  The  minded,  that  bdonged  to  him  as  a  hus- 
alOTe,  too,  with  deTtcea  of  his  own  de-  band  and  a  father. 
jDgniug,  still  remains,  and  remiiulH  us  It  only  remains  for  na  to  mention 
not  Qterdy  of  tha  eomfort  he  enjoyed  another  object  of  intereet  in  Wittenberg 
within  doors  during  the  usual  severity  relatiBg  to  Lather,  the  bronze  statue 
vl  winter,  but  t«llB  a  tale,  too,  of  what  which  waa  erected  in  conimem(»ation  of 
une  r^ard  aa  his  weak  aoperstition,  him  in  the'year  16S2.  It  stands  in  tfae 
but  which  may  easily  find  a  more  chari-  Market  Place,  before  the  Council  Build- 
tkblaeiphuiation — his  belief,  namely,  in  ing,  raised  on  a  pedestal  a  few  feet  in 
tfeperacual  aasanlteof  SatiUL  He  tells  height,  and  sunnounted  by  a  GotMc 
us  tnat  one  erening  the  devil  came  into  canopy.  It  represents  him  clad  in  a 
b  toom,  and  thrice  made  a  ndse  behind  flowing  robe,  and  with  an  open  Bible  in 
^BstoTe,  just  as  thongb  he  wa«  drag-  his  hand,^&t  emblem  of  the  great  work 
^  lome  wooden  machine  along  the  of  his  life ;  f^  he  Tindicated  the  pntt- 
flwr,  "  As  I  found,"  he  adds,  "  he  was  dple  that  God'e  wotd,  and  not  tnuutitm 
guisg  to  begin,  I  gathered  together  mj  or  human  antbority,  is  tbe  rule  of  hitit 
boob  and  got  into  bed."  Some  sped-  and  conduct,  and  by  his  translatioa  of 
■uns  of  bis  wife's  needlework  are  here  it  into  his  native  tongue  he.  enabled  his 
[resHTed,  one  of  which  contains  a  por-  countrymen  so  to  use  it.  The  memor- 
tni(  of  Luther  that  does  great  credit  able  words  which  he  uttered  before  the 
to  her  skill  There  is  also  a  portrait  Diet  of  Worms  are  seen  on  one  sida  of 
d  him,  painted  by  hia  friend  Luke  the  pedestal,  "  If  it  be  the  work  of  God, 
Ctuach,  aJoDgwithportraitsof  Uelanc-  it  will  endure;  if  of  men,  it  will  perish;"' 
tiioQ  and  Frederick  the  Elector,  by  the  ajid  on  the  other  that  tiruth  waich  in- 
same  artist,  and  a  cast  of  Luther  taken  spired  and  sustained  him  throughout  his 
atler  death.  His  appearance,  as  seen  in  work,  "Our  God  is  a  strong  tower." 
the  different  portraits  by  Cranach,  cor-  Thus  he  stands,  thouj^  dead,  yet  speak- 
responds  weU  with  what  might  be  ing.  His  body  has  long  since  returned 
expected  from  his  deeds.  As  it  is  re-  to  its  kindred  dust,  but  his  wort  and 
marked  by  Carlyle,  '''  Luther's  face  is  to  his  influence  still  remain ;  and  wherever 
me  ezpressiTe  of  him  ;  in  Cranach'a  the  free  Goepel  may  be  preached,  his 
best  portraits  I  And  the  true  Luther,  name  will  be  remembered,  and  his  me- 
A  nide  plebdan  face,  with  its  huge  mory  revered.  The  place  where  he  lived 
craglike  brows  aod  bones,  the  «nbl^  and  laboured  during  nearly  forty  years, 
of  mgged  enerey  ;  at  first,  almost  a  re-  will  ever  possess  an  interest  for  tbe 
puMve  face.  Yet  in  the  eyes  especially  lovers  ol  the  tmth  ;  and  as  year  after 
there  is  a  wild  nlent  sorrow ;  an  un-  year  leads  hither  new  bands  of  pU^ima, 
nameable  melancholy,  the  element  of  all  this  monument  will  tell  that  here  lived 
gentle  and  fine  affections  ;  giving  to  the  one  of 

«M  the  true  stamp  of  nobknea."    Of  „  ^b,  ^^  „,  ^,3, 

the  other  rehos  which  may  be  seen— bis         ^hs  dead,  but  sceptred  eovereiens, 
profeaor's  chair,  the  carved  work  of  the         That  Mill  mis  onr  viiita  from  ituir  ohm." 
pulpit  from  which  he  preached,  the  font  J,  Q, 

<A  wUdi  he  ba|itiied^  the  top  of  the 
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THE  CHRrSTIAira  DUTY  AKD  PRIVILEGE. 

(Conclurfei.) 

Akb  there  aoy  members  of  a  commanit^  able  instancffi,  nibinitted  their  bdief  to 

fa)  whom  the   coDiideiatioii  of   "Dnty  feebler  evidence  on  minor  questicxig,  and 

and    PriTiiego,"    as    Christian    fellow-  that  God's  diBpeneationii  to  men  are  not 

workers,   does   not   appl; — anj   whose  to  be  judged  l^theirwaystoeach  other, 

profeased  unbelief,  or  inififEerence  of  be-  A  continuance  of  this  rejection,  thrcmgh 

lief,  precludeB  their  -co-operation  in  sup-  a  long  seriee  of  haraasiiig  feafs  and  per- 

Srtmg  religious  otdiuaoces?  Some  have  pleiitiee,   whereiii  no  other  hght  vaa 

:a  sappo»)d  to  reject  the  doctrine  of  a  congnlted  than   the   natural   mind,  no 

Divine  existence,  and  consequent];  that  other    oonfirmation.    sought    than   tlie 

of  human  dependence  upoBl  a  Creator,  concurring   testimony   of  like-minded 

Some  profeesedly  disbeU^e  the  existence  Bceptjcg,  terminated  at  length  in  a  settled 

of  a  fnture  state ;  wlgile'DtherHaTeknown  infidelity.     Their  final,  fatal  step,  is  the 

to  repudiate  the  idea  of  a  Divine  inspira-  defence  and  promulgation  of  infidel  doc- 

tion,  and  consequentlv  their  ohhgation  trine—the  mind   and  will  made  up  to 

t«  submit  to  its  dictation.     Can  such  be  abide  by  what  thejr  wi«h  and  take  to  b« 

asked  or  expected  to  contribute  to  Chris-  true. 

tian  objects  ?    Would  they  not  consider        But  hAve  such  never  conmdered  the 

such  useless,  nar,  deride  ^em  as  the  temporal  boon  Christianity,  the  Charch 

suggestions  of  fools  and  the  inventions  of  on   earth,   the  Sabbath,   religious  ordi- 

knaves,   the  dremns  of  fanatics  or  the  nances,   have  conferred  on  society,  on 

ravings  of  madmen  ?     To  all  such  the  man  as  a  class  or  an  individual  ?    Has 

life  that  "  now  ia"  becomes  the  lummum  pure  and  undefiled  rehgion  contributed 

bonvm,  as  it  is  the  summum  vlUmatum,  of  nothing   towards  private   comfort,  the 

existence.      To  them  the   tomb   is  the  general  weal  and  safety  ?     Are  the  arts 

temple  of  an  eternal  sleep — the  last  pul-  and  iuTentions  of  civilised  life  sufficient 

sation  of  the  heart,  the  knell  of  thought,  to  make  men  moral  and  wise,  dutiful, 

sensation,  and  being.     Why  entreat  con-  temperate,   industrions — fellow-worken 

tributiona  in  support  of  Calvinism,  Pres-  and  fellow -inquirers  after  the  common 

byterianism.  Evangelism,  from  him  to  good?    Are  the  Sabbath-breakers  and 

whom  all  urns  are  alike  visionary  ?     No  prayer-despsers   our   brat   members  of 

— these  would  pull   down  rather   than  society?     Ifall  men  were  such  in  private 

build  up,  dratroy  rather  than  maintain,  and  m  public  as  these  are,  would  ^ 

desecrate  rather  than  consecrato.     To  all  world  be  wiser,  purer,  happier,  than  it 

such  religion  is  a  bugbear,  and  the  pro-  is  7     Would  the  working-man  be  more 

feseiou  of  it  an  offence.    By  them  the  elevated  in  domestic  condition  or  social 

Christian  is  atigmatiied  as  a  hypocrite,  privilege,  more  identified  with  his  em- 

the  apologist  of  priasti:raft,  a  preacher  of  plover,   more  asociated  with  the  good 

lies,   and  the  enemy  of  social  comfort,  ana  virtuous  in  schemes  of   approved 

"They  know  not  what   they  do,"  'tis  beneficence?     Would  the  aristocracy  of 

true^atill  what  they  do  is  done  avowedly,  rank  be  more  directed  than  it  now  is  to 

ByBteraatically,.  relentlessly.    From  such  the  improvement  of  the  lower  orders? 

there  is    certainly   nothing   spiritually  Would    not  physical   force,   instead  id 

good  to  be  hoped  ;  and,  blessed  be  Grod,  moral   suasion,   be  the  element  chiefly 

there  is  nothing  positively  dangerous  to  employed  in  moving  and  controlling  tbe 

be  feared.     They  are  their  own  worst  machinery  of  the  will  and  affections? 

enemies.    Their  fiist  false  st«p  was  their  I^  the  observer  of  past  and  present 

rejection  of  the  Gospel  message  in  regard  gen^ations,  ancient  and  modem  institu- 

to  its  Divine  simplicity ;  they  would  not  tims,  answer.     Let  the  impartial  of  all 

receive  it  in  the  docihty  and  confidence  classes,  cA  any  creed  or  of  no  creed — tJK 

of   discipleship.     They   could  not,    and  dispassitHiate,  who  have  the  sense  to  diE' 

would  not,  admit  that  such  blessings  as  cem  and  the  honesty  to   acknowledge 

the  Gospel  offers  are  to  be  hadf  or  notUng.  — determine  the  qnestitni  for  themselves. 

They  insisted  upon  evidence,  ocular  tee-  "  Woe  unto  them   that   join   house  to 

timony.,  and  mathematical  demonstration,  house,  that  lay  field  to  field,  till  there  is 

forgetting  they  had  already,  in  innumer-  no  place,  that  they  may  be  placed  alone 
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in  the  midBt  of  tJie  earth,"  iras  the  Btroct  tha  growth  of  the  good  seed  of 
anathema  of  the  prophet  agunat  the  other  yeara,  and  cause  the  Boil-beareiB  to 
sordid  and  ooyetous  of  ancient  times ;  become  a  vonder  to  themselves  in  their 
•nd  is  there  a  more  socnre  barrier  t«  the  forgetf ulneas  of  God,  of  parental  admo- 
inroada  of  tha  ' '  excluaiTa "  to  be  found  uition  and  their  own  youthful  viety ; — 
among  the  maxima  of  modem  l^^lation  ?  still  may  tliere  be  detected  in  all  auch  a 
"  Of  a  trath  maay  bouaes  shall  be  de-  substratum  of  impreaaioiiB  that  defies  all 
Bolate,  even  grest  and  fair  without  in-  time,  that  infidel  influences  cannot  en- 
hsiritant,"  was  the  Divine  deliverance  tirely  deface,  and  that  requires  but  tha 
against  Israel  for  their  ntter  neglect  Tisitations  of  God's  providence,  the  dews 
Mid  desecration  of  "  His  vineyard,"  the  of  the  Spirit's  illumination,  and  the  re- 
Church  He  had  "  planteJin  the  midst  of  turn  of  the  reasoning  man  "  to  will  and 
them."  lliat  same  spiritual  vineyard  to  do,"  to  breathe  upon  the  smouldering 
basheen  pUnted  in  our  land.  Wears  convictions  and  fan  them  into  a  blaxe. 
professedly  a  Ghristiiui  nation.  Many  Hence  tha  perturbations  of  those  that  ara 
incontrovertible  attestations,  ever  since  at  ease  in  Zion — the  eospicion  that  all  is 
Britain  was  first  Christiaiuzed,  have  not  right — the  sense  of  noihingnes  that 
Emm  time  to  time  been  given  to  her  attaches  to  all  physical  indulgences — 
Lord's  recc^nition  of  her  aa  a  section  of  and  the  fear,  if  not  the  hope,  t&t,  after 
the  Church  uniTersal.  Her  national  all,  there  may  be  something  better  yet 
importance,  ateriie  and  circumscribed  reserved  for  man  on  this  fflde  of  the  grave. 
tlioDgh  our  land  comparatively  is,  her  Thus  it  is  that  the  unconverted  soul  al- 
Kcnlar  peace  and  safety,  har  commercial  tematea  so  betwixt  repose  and  despair. 
PBspeity,  her  honourable  distinction  as  Nowhere  can  be  alight  upon  a  certainty 
tbe  custodier  of  the  uncormpted  word,  of  enjoyment — nowhere  find  a  restingi 
tfld  the  successful  tranq)laDt«T  of  Its  place  for  his  irresolute  step.  Backwards 
Ked  into  so  many  foreign  soils,  are  all  he  needs  not  look^ — the  retrospect  is 
vnmistakeable  proofs  of  her  high  calling  chequered  witb  sins  and  sorrows ;  f<a^ 
■oddelBeated  responubility.  Britons,  wards  he  daree  not — 'tisadarktinknowu. 
u  «  nation  or  as  individuals,  cannot  His  flattering  unction  is,  that  the  future 
niiere  themaelTee  of  this  liability.  It  is  may  be  as  yesterday,  a  blending  of 
iicarpmited  with  tbeir  Constitution,  frailties  and  disappointments  attll— if 
Their  aystem  of  civil  rights,  of  law,  not  better,  at  least  no  woise.  How  dif- 
nhgioQ,  and  government,  proclaims  it  terent  the  condition  of  the  advanced 
unredeemable,  inalieuabla.  Our  very  Christdanl  HiaantacedentB,if not  clond- 
Mtiooality  embraces  it.  Natives  as  we  lees,  are  suggestive  of  much  thank  fulness 
^  of  a  Christian  land,  a  land  conae-  — his  futnre  is  one  unclouded  sky,  over 
dated  to  God  and  His  service  by  the  which  the  soul  expatiates  with  a  serenity 
lahoara,  the  prayers,  the  tears  and  blood,  the  phantoms  of  earth  can  never  disquiet, 
of  former  generations — bom,  aa  we  have  He  is  at  peace  with  Nature's  elements, 
lieen,  of  believing  parents,  and  these  the  because  the  elements  within  himself  are 
descendants  of  families  that,  as  a  cove-  at  peace  with  Nature's  God.  He  alone 
lantiiig  people,  had  pnblicly  witnessed  can  say  of  the  morrow,  "  It  shall  be  as 
for  Chnst — niuMd,  as  we  were,  from  the  tiiia  day,  and  much  more  abundant,"  t<x 
ewliest  recollections  of  infancy,  under  progressive,  as  the  rising  sun  or  flowing 
the  influence  of  spiritual  food  as  with  tide,  is  his  heavenward  course.  Wit£ 
our  natural  milk,  prayer  ukd  praise  being  tha  Spirit  as  bis  guide,  he  stumbles  not 
the  first  household  weeds  that  feU  upon  nor  falters — with  the  Saviour  as  an 
cor  childhood's  ear  in  the  morning  and  elder  brother  on  whom  to  lean,  he  faints 
the  latest  at  night — it  cannot  be  we  not  nor  is  weary — with  the  Father  as 
shoHld  forget  Jerusalem  or  her  claims,  his  portion  and  beatific  prraence,  he  has 
tlie  tabonades  of  Jacob  or  their  sweet  his  loins  ever  girded  and  his  lamp  bum- 
urrices.  No.  Reason  may  deaert  har  ing,  ready  to  enter  when  his  Master  calls, 
thnme  in  some, — the  heresies  and  abo-  From  the  first  step  to  the  last  of  his  pU- 
DUDstioDs  of  foreign  lands  may  infect  grimage,  his  song  ever  ia,  "Not  unto  me, 
others, — the  eager  thirst  of  wealth,  but  unto  Thy  name,  be  all  tha  glory  I" 
eue,  and  senaual  gratification,  may  .  A  church's,  a  congregation's,  an  indi- 
eoor  the  palate  agamst  the  "  bread  vidnal's  contribadon  to  the  Christian 
and  water  of  life," — the  counteracting  cause,  in  prayer,  personal  labour,  or 
tendency  of  corrupt  oSectionB  may  ot^  pecuniary  aid,  will  therefore  always  be 
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in  |>R^«rti<»  to  the  nteamre  (rf  gnee  of  God.    Their  credit  with  Heftren  ia 

uked  &nd  received.    He  will  ever  love  dishoDoured ;  hence  the  feeble  retoin  of 

much  to  whom  much  has  been  fo^ven  ;  iatarert  deriyed  from  bH  snch  depxits— 

lie  wis  ever  exercise  most  anxiotu  Boli-  the  amall  uaotrnt  of  benefit  received,  of 

citude  for  the  extonsion  of  that  kingdom,  qiiritnal  good  tiocomrJiBhcd.  What,  then, 

in   wboee   prc^TMsive  devdopmrakt    of  would  we  have?     We   would  have  all 

peftee,  and  hope,  and  joy,  be  findi  hia  done  in  faith.     We  would  have  the  Spirit 

own  dearest  intereate  to  be  involved,  addressed,  supplicated,  im^red,  on  urge 

Has  be  tasted  the  sweets  of  his  Father's  meaiiB  bb  well  as  small.     We  would  have 

recMiciliation,  of  hia  Saviour's  coude-  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  less  oon- 

Bcension,  of  the  Spirit's  communion  ;how  sidered  or  esteemed,  and  the  object  more. 

can  he  ever  cease  to  sing  the  praise  of  The  believer  will  always  coatribnte  ac- 

sach  amazing  love?    Doea  be  tfeaaure  cording  to  the  grace  that  is  in  him,  and 

the  remembrance  of  the  last  great^innc-  the  means  that  Ood  has  entnuted  to  him 

tionto  "'  go  and  teach  all  nations;'  how  —-fartb^  he  need  not  be  asked  to  go. 

can  be  ever  refuse  the  neceesar;  supplies  The  grace,  and  not  the  means,  dedicate 

as  God  hath  prospered  him?    Does  he  the  gift.    It  also  dignifies  tJie  giver, 

esteem   spiritual  jof  and  m^tal  com-  That,  and  that  onlv,  ia  the  mercy  that  is 

poeuro  SB  the  richest  earthly  hleming —  "twice  blessed."    'The  sordid  woridhng 

does  be  recognise  eternity  as  his  being,  who  gives  beeaose  be  most,  wboee  pns' 

and  heaven   as  bis  home — how  can  be  snre  is  all   from   without,   who  would 

ever  cease  to  exalt,  commend,  and  urge  escape  if  he  could,  and  tiioefore  gives 

the  acceptance  of  such  to  all  who  are  yet  grudgingly,  has  no  reverBion,  and  seeks 

unreconciled?    Hecannot — bedarestiot  none,  ouorthan therilenceof  clamoroiiB 

— he  docs  not.    Hence  the  amount  of  petitionera.    "  Whether  then  is  greater, 

good  projected,  pmened,  achieved — for,  the  gift  or  tite  •Har,"  tbo  object,  the 

It   projected   in   a  believing,   confidiog  motare,  tiie  ^)iritnal  aarHration,  "that 

spirit,  it  will  issue  in  socoess — is  the  true  sanctifieth  the  gift  ?"    It,  then,  it  u  the 

standard  hj  which  to  test  spiritual  eX'  incense  of  faith,  of  beheving  prayei'  aad 

perience  Mid  gracious  attainmfflit.  Tbcs«  assnrance,  besprinUing  the  gift,  that 

IS  no   other.     The  amount   of  chmvh-  gives  it  its  tsIbo  and   efficacy,   which 

membership   is  no  legitimate  teat — far  riionldbe  the  Church's  greater  s^dtade 

len  the  BchoUrship  or  populaiity  of  the  — funds  or  fmth  ?    The  latt«9r  certainly, 

elergyman.     The  monies  even  tiiat  a  EvangeJite — and  the  other  follows  of 

congregation  tenden  for  religions  pur-  Aeoeesity ;  stimidate  npremtlfto  gtmUf 

poeee,   or  the '  schemes  of  usefulness  it  hheiBlity — and  the  entire  buUion  of  a 

originates,  may  not,  in  the  abstract,  and  country  may  be  laviahed  Dnprodactively- 

irreepective  of  other  considerations,  be  Schemes  impolitic  and  tiuonair  may  ei- 

au  invariable  manifestation  of  itsspiritual  hauat  her  Goffem.    Objed«,  in  Uiemsdves 

oonditioa  and  acceptance  with  God.     A  imobjectiMiaUe,   may   be  naseaMaahly 

wealUiy  congregation   may   double  tiie  prf^Msed    and    adopted.      Commaailed 

sums  of  its  pora^r  neighbaur,  and  yet  duties  erai  may  be  promptly  diseharged, 

contribute  intrinsically  lees.    Its  dona-  and  yet  proeecoted  in  so  seenlar  a  spirit 

tions  may  flow  from  unworthy  motive*,  as  to  receare  po  countenance — evoke  a 

Pride,  a  spirit  of  rivalry,  the  desire  to  frown  rather  than  an  approval  from  tha 

stamulato  to  greater  liberality  some  other  Chnrcfa'e  Head.    He  is  not  a  Christian 

that  requires  no  snch  Btimului ;  its  hbe-  who  is  one  outwardly  only,  neitho'  is 

rality.thou^  small  comparatively,  bein|;  thftt  scriptural  KbenSty  which  eonosti 

already  "up  to,  yea,  and  beyond  tiieir  merely  in  the  digtribntion  of  our  lub- 

powE?,"  may  be  the  moving  ptinriple.  stance ;  hut  he  is  tbe  CSirietian  who  is 

Such  ctmtributionB  may  be  mode  withont  one  inwardly,  and  that  is  scriptsrat, 

any  recognition  of  God  or  His  gloij  in  apostolic,   >cu»pt«Ue  liberality,  wliA 

^eir  object.    They  may  be  unsanctified  openeth  tbe  heart  and  win  to  the  ■nre- 

by  faith  in  His  co-efficiency.    They  may  served  ssmoder  of  its  all,  ss  the  judg- 

be  unaccompanied  by  {nayer  for  the  ment  approves,  to  God,  as  the  righiM 

Divine  Meesing — may  be  dtepatched  in  owner.     Tbe  diedic&ti«n  of  onr  time,  tnr 

tbe  same  carnal  spirit  with  other  dis-  conoem,  labomr,  and  moans,  to  Him,  is, 

buTsemente,  U  being  a  fall  liqnidation  of  for  hmnan  accommodation,  pronowiced  a 

all  oUigations.     fcnrtb  they  go — a.  con-  gift.     He  wills  it,  permits  it  to  be  SD  Aa- 

iignment  into  tbe  treasury  <rf  man,  not  tactoised.    Is  it  truly  such?    A  gift  to 
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Him  whose  are  the  gold  apd  silver  of  the  nees — Bhe  may  be  Weal  in  fftith,  thA 
DDirerae — whose  are  the  aii  we  breathe,  greatest  weaknesa  of  all,  and  may  be  bo 
Ihe  food  we  eat,  the  raiment  we  wear —  Tiated  wtth  a  spiritual  blindness  as  to 
vhoae  is  erery  friend  we  have,  everjr  ad-  miBapprehend  wherein  her  true  weakness 
laatage  we  poesess,  ever?  blewdng  we  lies ;  having  rccouree  to  human  instm- 
'  enjoy?  What!  make  God  the  creditor  mentahty  and  secular  supplies,  instead 
of  ffig  own  bounties  I  open  an  account-  of  returning  to  her  "  first  love,"  and 
current  against  Him  1  No — gift'  ia  not  doing  her  "  first  works ;"  but  it  is  not  so 
tlie  thing  signified  by  thoee  who  have  *rith  the  Church's  Head,  "  in  whom 
been  Bpiritttftlly  enlightened,  who  have  dwells  all  the  fulnea  of  the  Godhead 
tasted  the  good  mercy  of  God  in  the  gifta  bodily,"  With  Him  is  no  weakness,  no 
I  of  His  creative  power.  His  providential  want.  Legions  of  angels  wait  his  plea- 
tare,  and,  above  all,  in  the  nussion  of  His  sure.  Therektiveterms.preaf  and  small, 
I  Sod.  These  are  giftB,  They  come  not  gtrong  and  weak,  apply  not  to  the  Belf- 
(inlj  unmerited,  but  unsolicited ;  and  all  existent,  independent  Deity  —  equally 
tlie  recipienta  can  ever  render  to  the  gracious  and  divine  in  what  He  ^vea 
Btstower  in  obedience,  self-deniaJ,  the  and  what  withholds.  In  adaptatiwj  to 
agonizit^  control  of  the  will  and  affec-  human  conceptions.  He  permits  the 
tiocs,  the  voluntary  rejection  of  self,  the  solecisin  of  a  g^t  when  liter&lly  nothing 
fight  of  afflictions,  and  even  their  pre-  is  given.  Man's  beat  services,  involving 
mat  earthly  existence  of  flesh  and  blood,  all  he  can  ever  do  or  suffer,  are  God's 
when  He  may  thereby  be  served  and  His  own.  In  them  is  nothing  rendered  more 
lami  ^vanced,  are  but  So  many  expres-  i^n  could  be  otherwise  obtained.  That 
ma  of  remembrance  that  we  are  not  man  has  surrendered  his  all  so  little  and 
our  own,  but  His — ^His  in  ourselves,  and  so  late,  is  his  crime  and  curse  ;  and  that 
liiraefore  His  in  our  posBesaions — His  be-  MBdiH-serviceshonldbecontinuedlonger, 
Iwemr  birth,  His  at  eveir  stage  of  our  even  to  the  close  of  his  mortal  term,  in 
»n«.  His  after  death — His  by  creative  despite  of  eVery  merciful  intervention, 
lunut  and  prerogative.  His  by  freehold  wonid  involve  such  an  accumulation  of 
teii!intuidm^nteDance,  His  by  unerring  guilt  as  never  may  be  cancelled.  That 
ixm  md  ultimate  fulfilment.  That  the  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  has  in- 
Wererrenders  his  services  in  love  and  tervened,con8titutinghimanBverlflBting 
feaitj,  and  tiiat  the  great  Beetower  eon-  debtor  to  Divine  grace,  certainly  imposes 
dac«udslo  receive  His  own  again,  as  His  An  additional  weight  of  obligation  on  his 
trwtore'B  gifta,  as  vouchers  <h  the  heart,  part,  but  it  is  an  obUgation  he  never  can 
tobns  of  attachment,  and  not  merely  the  discharge  ;  nor  must  ne  ever  attempt  it. 
toBtomsry  regards  one  creature  renders  The  evangelieal  believer,  who  apprehends 
to  another,  is  so  far  characteristic  of  the  aright  the  economy  of  grace,  never  wilL 
*i<Kpe]  economy  as  a  dispensation  of  ^race  The  act  of  forgivenem  and  process  of  re- 
—giace  essentially  and  grAce  reflectively  conciliation  wete  free,  and  as  such  he 
~-gt^  in  the  initiative  as  a  boon  and  receives  them.  Nothing  to  be  done  a^  a 
fisnn,  aad  grace  in  the  result,  as  its  coMpensation— nothing  to  be  paid.  The 
rannnerative  miits.  There  is,  however,  grace  that  is  in  him  will  teach  him,  itrge 
4  stiH  higher  degree  of  aprituid  inteUi-  him,  enable  him  to  avoid  all  nngodUness, 
Rence  to  which  the  believer  miist  seek  to  and  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  and 
sttain.  It  is  the  highest  possible  fionour  godly  ;  but  that  life,  so  far  from  seeming 
'^primkge  that  he  is  pennitted  to  be-  a  return  for  the  grace  communicated, 
Wine  a  fellow-worker  with  God  in  His  will  be  manifested  in  all  the  spontaneity 
^fsigns  of  mercy.  He  must  leave  behind  of  cause  and  effect— the  good  seed  yield- 
"uideaof  mere  duty  and  obedience,  and  ing  its  generic  fruit.  Still  will  there 
^peciallj  all  idea  of  help.  He  brings  no  arise  an  occaMonal  sorrow  for  occasional 
Mlp  to  God  in  all  he  does.  God  needs  shortoomings.  The  tree  planted  by  the 
'  Mne.  He  may  help  the  Chnrch  in  its  Still  waters,  and  cultivated  with  afi  the 
apparent  wants  and  difficulties,  though  care  of  the  husbandman,  may  not  realize 
!  ^en  therein  may  lurk  some  misconcep-  alltheexpeetationentertained— euchwill 
'ion  n  to  the  true  nature  and  quarter  of  be  the  experience  of  the  believer.  Hia 
toe  rMuired  help.  The  cry  may  be  heard  all  he  will  acknowledge  to  be  less  than 
wwi  Haoedonia,  "  Come  over  and  telp  nothing.  Work  as  he  may,  still  is  he,- 
.  ?'~'"'**rom  God.  The  Ohurch  may  in  his  own  esteem,  "an  unprofitiiHa 
;      M  veak,  and  left  to  bemoan  her  weak-  Bervant."    He  may  aim  at  perfActioHi  td 
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a  follower  of  Him  who  is  perfectioii's  aervant  in  his  Fatiier'a  house,  but  a  bod, 
self ;  but  when  will  he  reach  it  ?  Who  all  his  aspirationa  now  are  towards  his 
haa  ever  done  so  ?  Even  were  he,  it  ia  f'ather'e  interest — the  enlargement  of  llie 
not  a  perfection  of  his  own — not  his  own  paternal  estate,  the  jffopagittion  of  the 
originating,  developing,  maturing,  but  family  name  and  race  ia  ^  ite  speciality 
that  of  another,  even  tie  aanie  Spirit  of  native  temperament.  He  and  the 
that  at  first  moved  him  "both  to  will  Father  now  are  one.  They  take  sweet 
and  to  do."  What  haa  the  believer,  counsel  together.  The  desires  of  eacli 
either  in  poesesdon  or  prospect,  OtB-t  he  ai%  anticipated  bj  the  other.  As  a 
does  not  receive ;  and  it  he  does  receire  younger  branch  of  the  new-creation,  he 
it,  why  doth  he  glory  in  it  ?  Boasting  presumes  not  upon  the  Bcignioritiea  of 
is  excluded — self-satisfaction  even  is  ei-  the  Elder  Brother  to  whose  sacrifice  in 
eluded,  in  all  ho  either  attempta,  does,  his  behalf  he  Btanda  ever  indebted ;  yet, 
or  enjoys.  Humility,  coatrition,  self-  as  a  son  in  his  Father's  house,  be  knowsbe 
abasement,  are  the  genuine  fruits  of  tie  has  a  child's  place  and  a  child'a  heritage, 
^liiit's  operation  in  the  more,  as  well  as  '"■  '  '  ■*-'--'-'  -  '-  ---->  -  - 
the  leaa,  advanced  of  EU  aubiecta.  A 
sense  of  nuworthiness  pervaaes  every 
step  of  the  Christian's  progreaa.  A  con-  work,"  becomes  the  actual  CTperienceirf 
at&nt  debtor  to  sustaining  and  sanctify-  the  heaven-bom  soul  now  entered  on  his 
ing  grace,  he  is  never  in  bondage  to  bd  j  miadon  of  usef  olneA.  But  he  must  have 
feSing  of  security  and  independence,  so  entered.  There  ia  do  laggard,  no 
Whatever  conquesta  he  mav  obtain  over  temporiier,  no  cnmberer,  in  ttie  (Joepd 
sin,  corruption,  and  the  world — whatever  vineyard;  no  procraatination,  no  de- 
deeds  of  charity,  aelf- crucifixion,  and  volvement  on  another  of  what  he  may 
general  utility— they  are  still,  in  his  own  himself  execute.  All  may  not  preach, 
estimation,  aa  in  the  ^ht  of  God,  "  less  propheay,  apeak  with  tongues,  or  inter- 
than  notMng."  "  Wbeie  is  bosating  p^t  bard  sayings ;  but  all  may  pray, 
tiien,"  or  even  complacency?  Wia  is  rebuke,  admouish,  instruct  the  young,  or 
the  exultation  of  an  outiaw  graciously  strengthen  and  confirm  the  aged.  WW- 
anatehed  from  despair  and  restored  to  soever  bis  hand  findeth  to  do,  be  who  a, 
favour.  in  verity,  a  fellow-worker,  will  seek  to 
Thia  sense  of  noprofitableneaa,  how-  do  with  all  his  might.  How  impressive 
ever,  is  the  very  source  of  bis  own  fulness  the  consideration,  "  There  is  no  work  in 
— nevermoreBtronKthanwhen,inweak-  the  grave!"  How  powerful  the  argn- 
neas,  he  repairs  and  drinks  anew  of  the  ment  to  be  up  and  doing — to  die  out  tJie 
Divine  iufiuence.  Having  received  the  span  of  eziatence  by  the  aeiznre  of  every 
gift  as  a  gift,  and  enjoying  it  as  such  moment's  opportunity — to  clip  the  wings 
— conscions  of  his  inability  to  make  any  '  of  time,  aa  it  were — detaining  it  in  its 
proportional  return — reduced  to  the  level  flight  by  the  very  burden  of  its  duties 
of  a  poor  pensioner  on  his  Father's  daily  and  responsibilities  I  As  for  the  reward 
bread, — hia  aoul  appreciates  more  than  — for  it  auits  man'a  native  selfiahness  to 
ever  the  honour  and  privily  assigned  be  ever  thinking  of  a  return,  to  do  no- 
him  as  a  fellow- worker.  He  glorifies  thing  for  nothing — -why,  the  reward  ia 
God  the  more,  that,  in  place  of  b^gei-  in  the  act  performed,  the  sacrifice  made, 
pelled  as  a  rebel,  he  is  admitted  to  the  the  privilege,  honour,  prestige,  of  being 
very  presence-chamber.  A  ray  from  the  Heaven'a  own  feUow-worker.  The  aer- 
throue  itaelf  of  tie  Eternal  imprints  the  vice  rewards  itself.  Its  labours,  pains, 
reflection  of  Heaven's  own  smuTitude.  and  penalties — ita  watchings,  strong  cry- 
No  longer  a  servant,  slavishly  fatiguing  io^,  and  tears — have  a  savour  in  them, 
and  vexing  btmaelf  with  a  round  of  dutiea  a  sanctifying  and  satisfying  virtue,  a 
ever  incumbent  as  a  ground  of  accept-  sense  of  presence  Divine,  that  paaaea  all 
ance,  yet  ever  imperfectly  discharged,  he  comm«henB!on.  "  My  Beloved  ia  mine, 
'  ascends  into  the  character  and  freedom  and  I  am  Hia.  He  broucht  me  to  the 
ofsson.  "Beloved,  now  are  we  thesons  banqueting- house,  and  IBs  banner  over 
of  God."  "  He  is  the  freeman  whom  the  mewaslove.  Hia  left  hand  is  under  mf 
truti  makes  free,"  to  whose  mind  it  head,  and  Hia  right  hand  doth  embiac* 
shines  forth  in  all  ita  geuuine  simplicity  me."  Such  is  the  language  of  tie  Chnich 
— unclouded  by  nisapprehensiDn,  nn-  under'the  figure  of  the  spiritual  spooK 
tainted  by  human  gloss.     No  more  a  — such  the  ravishment'  *                '      ' 


le  spiritual  spoaK 
of  tie  ezperieccei 
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Chrialuii.      "  At  tnidiught,  Paul  and  feet  whispera,  bat  vith  eerftph'a  tongue, 

Silaa  prayed  and  saAgpniaea  to  Qod,  and  will  each  riamK  wonder  invoke  a  Btitl 

iia  priaoners  heard  them."    Such  has  louderBtram, tiUheaTeDiteeUiBtenaated 

etET  been  the  gratefnl  ontpouring  of  the  with  hoHannas. 

tdatg,  under  the  pressure  of  thia  world's        Such,  then,  is  the  fellow-worker  here 

tribulation.  They  sing  amid  their  chains,  and  hereafter.    Such  hia  vocation — auch 

But  a  there  no  hereafter — no  recompenBe  his  high  deatination.     Such  Mb  privilege 

of  revard — no  coming  aoDgB  of  deUver-  — such  his  recompense  of  rewaiil.     No 

,anw  and  triumph  ?      "  Tfiey  shall  see  reward  of  service,  no  repayment  of  value 

Him  aa  He  in."    In  tiiat  is  comprised  received,  hut  a  forf eitea  pledge  redeetned 

illthat  can  gratifj  the  glorified  nature,  bj  another.     A  dispensation  of  hlias 

I  The  beatific  presence — the  fulnees  of  joy  commensurate  with  ttie  capacity  to  re- 

—the  absence  of  all  want  that  the  Divine  ceive — a   capacity   ever  distending    by 

intertommtinication    will    not     readily  that  which  fflls  it — yet  does  the  spiritnaj 

rapply  (for  there  most    ever    exist  a  effusion  never  pall  upon  the  sense.    On 

ipritDal  cravine,  otherwise   enjoyment  the   contrary,   each   new  manifestation 

tould  cease) — we  enlarged  derdopment  only  aUuree  the  soul  to  more,  "  growing 

rfgr»cions£i[ection3,intellectual powers,  by  whatit  feeds  on,"— the  appetit*  en- 

md  fisible  manifestations, — will  const!-  urging  as  it  receives,  and  filling  as  it 

tute  such  a  paradise  of  felicities  as  Adam  enlarKW.    So  it  is  even  on  earth  with 

tahiiinnocence  never  knew,  andthe  heart  the  advanced  Christian.    Henceisbeaven 

ofmin  never  can  conceive.     Adam  was  begnn  on  earth.     "  The   treasure  is  in 

ialerdicled  from  the  "  Tree  of  life,  lest  earthen  vessels,  but  the  excellency  <rf 

teihonld  eat  thereof  and  live  for  ever;"  the  power  is  of  God."     That  same  power 

vheresB  "  the  redeemed  who  walk  there  is   exercised  in   both   worlds, — here  in 

U?e  a  right  to  the  Tree  of  Life,"  and  conversion  and  regeneration,  there  in 

M  "  enter  in  through  the  gate  into  the  the    progreaMve    advancement    of    the 

'%'"    Yet  shall  the  saint  not  altogether  glorified   nature.      Let   such,   then,   ae 

'cteUmself  amid  such  wonder,  love,  and  have  at   all    experienced    the    purify- 

P^  but,  with  renewed  consciousness,  ing  influence  of  the  Spirit's  presence, 

*fflffar  ascend  into  higher  and  hoUer  cherish  that  influence  by  living  up  to 

^'''lEliuie  as  he  advances  in  the  scale  of  the    very  deepest   sense   of    duty   and 

Mug.    Here,  with  bis  burden  of  clay  privilege.    Let  all  whose  energies  have  . 

^  earthlinem,  his  stinted  powers  oi  heretofore  been  enlist«d  in  the  service  of 

tenlian — the  language  of  this  nether  a  fellow-worker,  look  out  anew  for  fields 

*orld  being  altogether  incompetent  to  of  usefulness.     Their  fight  of  "faith  will 

«^K«  all  he  feds — he  is  oft  detained  soon  be  crowned  with  chaplets  of  victory, 

■xxivay  in  his  upward  flight,  and  can  Let  such  as  have,  through  a  long  life 

bat  mage  his  Maker's  praise.    His  at-  of  devotedness,  combated  the  common 

^Wpts  hut  relapse  into  groanings  which  enemy,  and  now  feel,  in  this  the  evening 

'^iauA  be  uttered.     He  wonld  tell  the  of  their  day,  faint  and  weary,  through 

^iihrgement  of  his  heart  under  the  in-  sin's  penalty  of  decaying  strength,  not 

flnanceof  ordinances,  but  cannot.     He  bemoan  themselves  unnecessarily  because 

*«ild  attract   others    that    know    not  of  their  seeming  unprofitablenees.     The 

God  into  the  same  ddigbtf  ul  service,  by  laurel  that  adorns  the  veteran's  brow  is 

Ji*keing  lo  them  the  "  goodness  of  the  not  more  suggestive  of  coming  glory,  to 

.    urd," — the  holy  raptgre    that   bnms  such  as  are  still  young  in  battie,  than  is 

I   *itiiiii  him, — but  language  faUs.     He  the  tc8timoi^r  of  the  saiiit  grown  grey 

»i!ald  use  such  phraseology  of  heaven  in  his  Master's  service  provocative  of 

ishelus  acquired — bnt  that  they  could  zeal  to  the  "babes  in  Christ."     Let  such, 

I    °ot  comprehend.     He  might  invite  them  then,  "remain  at  home  to  pray,"  and  be 

W  "  come  and  hear  what  the  Lord  hath  content,  while  others  work  in  the  vine- 

I    flwie  for  his  soul ;"  yet  what  does  he  tell  yard — tiiming  the  eye  of  faith  fondly, 

I    Spared  with  alt  he  feels  f     Bnt  there,  fixedly,  fearlefidy,  toward  Him  whence 

I    1^  yonder  clime,  where  no  miste  cloud  eomeui  their  reward.    Amen — even  so, 

I    'w  ^  or  bedim  the  mind,  in  no  imper-  come.  Lord  Jeeua !  J.  H.  A. 
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The  last  CbMk  ^ix  prored  most  ditas-  M«in  it,  I  hBTenererberaieiUe  toiiiak« 
trouB  to  the  cause  of  Oristian  UuaOns.  out,  thoDchpei-iiaeilfreqaeutl; -with  such 
Numerotu  BtatioOB,  whav  the  Gnpel  had  an  intention.  Hk  Excellency,  hcrwera, 
been  .weaohed  and  tlie  Bacramcntfl  dis-  was  extremelir  indignant,  and  %t  once 
peceeo,  nere  laid  is  niins,  and  the  native  bani&hea  Mr  Niven  from  Caffraria.  What 
conTerte  that  had  gathered  around  them  Could  be  the  ground  of  oSence  ?  Be 
WMe  diapwsed.  The  ChriBtiana  who  took  had  eiptewed  a  deeire  that  Mr  Ni»en 
no  port  in  the  war  Bnfiered  as  KTN^y  should  riait  3andiUt,  and  make  smn|G- 
ea  their  heathen  brethren  ;  and  when  ments  nith  him  for  the  fcatnatdon  el  t 
peace  was  establi^ed,  they  found  no  re-  new  miseionuy  Bettlenent.  What,  then, 
dresB.  The  niiaaonarice  mourned  deeply  we  aak  again,  waa  wrong?  ThereiaiiD 
over  tbe  lx«achee  thus  qiade  in  Zion  |  and  explanatim  but  oae.  Mr  Niven'a  «t&te- 
so  coGomon  Borrow  was  theiis,  as  tlie^  ment,  and,  above  all,  his  conduct,  did 
witneeaed  l^e  sudden  destruction  of  what  not  hanhoniEe  with  liie  acconnt  which 
had  cost  them  years  of  tdj  and  of  pravet  the  GioveniiH'  hod  oif  m  of  the  soccesa  of 
to  build  up.  Aiooag  these  tnisatonanes,  hia  own  policy.  ^Jiot  policy,  according 
Hr  Niren  had  much  claim  upon  Chris-  to  his  own  showing,  had  been  teiumphant, 
tian  eympathy.  Cafiraiia  was  the  land  Ordet*  had  been  established ;  and  the  pie- 
of  his  adoption,  and  his  efForbi  there  had  senceof  a  missionary,  punruing  his peac«- 
been  attended  with  rexiarkable  success,  fill  labours,  would  have  been  an  import- 
His  influence^was  tnost  extenave,  and  ant  teeliniony  in  its  favour.  Buthereia 
his  name  had  becixne  a  household  word  this  tni^onary  declaring  the  country  to 
among  aU  classes.  The  country  was  still  be  still  so  distracted  as  to  make  hia  k-  i 
so  unsettled,  and  his  wife>  health  had  boors  colnpsfstively  nsdess,  And  assign- 
been  so  much  shattered  in  consequence  ing  this  as  the  principal  reason  for  hit 
of  the  perils  encountered  in  the  war,  return  to  Europe.  Honeet  and  plMn 
that  his  return  to  Europe  ^as  considered  dealing  like  this  is  not  pleasant  to  omdai 
necessary.  Before  his  departure  tuxa  dignity,  especially  in  the  colonies ;  and 
Africa,  acting  as  the  deputy  of  our  Mis--  therefore,  in  the  heat  (uid  exeitement  of 
sion  Bourd,  and  under  ingtmctione  from  the  moment^  without  perhaps  perceiving 
them,  he  took  Mr  Gumming  with  him,  all  the  consequeaces  of  his  conduct,  he 
and  made  a  tour  of  three  weeks  among  takes  advantage  of  the  martial  law  then 
the  Tambookies  and  Gaihas.  A  visit  in  eiist^ce,  and  changes  the  volnntai? 
was  paid  to  Sandilli,  for  peace  was  now  departure  of  Hr  Niren  into  &  oompul- 
established ;  and  Mr  Niven,  feeling  for  Bory  one.  The  e«ltence  of  axpulE^n  is 
the  spiritual  destitution  of  about  400  contained  in  a  letter^  of  date  Sltii  Ja- 
converts  of  our  Church,  who  had  been  nuary  1864^  to  Colonel  Maclean.  It  is 
deprived  of  their  homes  and  churches  a  singular  docum^t  in  more  nspeett 
by  the  Government  apjwopriating  the  than  one;  and  it  is  now  put  upwi  B- 
land  to  its  own  purposesi  made  a  pro-  cord  :— 

posal'to  tha  chief,  that  they  should  take  "  The  perusal  of  that  letter  is  snS- 

up  their  residence  in  the  meantime  ne^  eient  to  convince  me,  that  although  Mi 

Peelton,  a  station  belonging  to  the  I/3n-  Niven  nlay  be  actuated  by  plena  motiTO, 

don  Missionary  Society.  Mr  Niven  gives  and  a  '#dl-meauing  man,  he  is,  from 

an  account  of  this  excursion  of  Christian  want  of  discretion,  or  some  other  came. 

benevoleUes  in  a  private  letter  to  Colonel  not  a  fit  peiwn  to  be  allowed  totakenfi 

Hacle&n,  F<h^  Murray,  who  was  an  inti-  his  residence  in  the  Gaika  location,  or 

mate  friend  of  his  own.    This  letter  the  hoid  any  further  oommunicatkiik  with 

Colonel  forwards  to  Sir  George  Cathcart,  Sandilli. 

tiien  Governor  of  the  Cape.     He  did  so  "  The  serious  responsilHlity  which  rests    ; 

under  a  misapprehensioB,  which  he  after-  irith  me  of  seouring  a  permanent  peace,    ' 

wards  saw,  and  candidly  acknowledged,  by  all  means  in  my  power,  compels  me  to    . 

The  letter,  unhappily  too  long  torpubUca-  desire  yob  (o  acquaint  the  Rev.  Mr  Niven, 

tion  here,  is  as  peaceable  a  letter  as  any  that,  without  any  intended  disrespect  oi    ' 

Christiancouldcompose;  and  what  trea-  ill-will  to  him  personally,  a  sense  of  dulj 

BOnable  and  dangerous  elements   there  obliges  me  to  require  that  he  will  alM)' 
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isa  all  tfaoaghts  of  ezercning  kU  mil'  brought  unto  Christ.     There  is  k  Bocrad 

gOBsrj  QtSiog  in  u)^  part  of  Briliih  dutT  due  to  the  liTing  m  well  aa  to  tha 

KaSnriB,  and  that  within  the  Bhorfiert  dead  ;    and  it  is  tnid^  thi«  impmuQn 

bme  suited  to  hie  conveuience,  vhidi  that  these  lines  are  written  wiUi  pain. 

JOB  ma^  appoint,  he  will  be  pleased  to  Wt  will  not  say  more.     We  are  wnnem 

pit  British  Kaffraria,  and  not  to  return  all;  and  we  need  mercj  ouraelTce  for 

toil,  or  bold  nay  furtbeT  oommunication  slot  infinite  and  aggtaVated. 

rith  any  of  the  diiefe  in  the  proTiooe.  Sir  George  Grey  was  appointed  Go- 

"  Georgb  C&thcakt,  Tern(»  of  the  Cape.    He  bad  ]inmero» 

Qovenor  and  High  ConniMto»cr."  difficulties  to  encounter,  as  every  person 
mmt  have  who  bean  mle  in  a  colony 

Ur  Niven  came  hcFme ;  and  this  inmlt  where  tiie  Europeans  and  tha  natives  ai^ 

Utd  outrage  to  one  of  oar  minionaTies  brought  to  muuL  into  collision  with  each 

KH,  of  course,  refeiTed  to  the  Foreign  other,  and  where  it  it  bo  easy,  on  both 

HimOD  Board.     Sn(^  A  tyrannical  act  sides,  to  find  gronndi  of  contention.    His 

BHild  not  be  passed  orer  in  lilence.     The  adtniniatration  was  chaiacteriied  by  a 

Kianan  Board,  lifter  a  f uS  discnssion,  spirit  of  great  impartiality  :  there  was  a 

itaded  that  Sir  Jamee  Anderson,  then  prudent  fimmeBS  in  his  conduct,  which 

umber  for  the  Stirling  Burghs,  be  re-  endeared  him  to  the  natives  and  the  most 

ousted  to  interrogate  the  Government,  intelligent  sections  of  tiie  commnnity. 

mh&jH  on  account  <eE  my  strong  eon-  Recalled  from  his  office,  as  the  custma 

tictl^ie,  1  was  honoured  to  carry  on  the  is,  at  the  downfall  (rf  the  ministry  who 

ccTteepondenoe.       Sir   Jamee  Anderson  appointed  him,  his  departure  occasioned 

*u  ntfemdy  eordial,   as  might  have  such  regret,  that  he  was  sent  back  with 

Wneipecl^d;  Init  Fariiament,  unfortU'  all  b<»tour,  to  resume  the  place  which  he 

irtely,  was  on  the  point  of  adjournment,  had  vacated. 

isA  BolMng  definite  could  be  done  until  The  Bev.  John  Harsaut,  a  minister  of 

^ficose  resumed  its  labours  in  eptiag.  the  colony,  was  a  passenger  on  board 

51l  iotmtjbn  was  to  plaoeWr  Bri^t  in  the  ship  which  brought  Sir  George  Grey 

Y»ma  of  the  foots,  that  he  might  home.    Thwe  was  much  friendly  inter- 

eippixt  Sir  Jiwiee  And^win.     The  GO'  eourse  between  them ;  and  the  case  of  Mr 

'raamt  would  thus  hare  been  called  Niven  was  referred  to  several  times.    Sir 

"pn  to  declare  whether  or  no  they  ap-  George  Grey  spoke  very  highly  of  him 

Fond  of  this  treatment  i^  a  peacenil  and  of  his  tabours.     Mr  Harsaut  paid 

I'A  u^ul  misBonary  by   Sir  George  Hr  Niven  a  visit  in  October  1859,  and 

Citktrt.  And  ixi  the  event  of  that  an-  Informed  him  of  what  had  occurred.  Mt- 

iter  poring  unsatisfactory,  the  House  Niven  then  told  him  of  a  proposal  being 

*ould  probably  have  been' asked,  in  the  entertained  by  the  Mission  Board  in  1856, 

(Mm  of  a  sabstantive  motion,  to  give  its  to  memorialize  Sir  George  Grey,  in  order 

^(lioD.  that  the  sentence  of  expulsion  might  le 

Before  Parliament  met  in  spring,  an  withdrawn.    Upon  this  Mt  Harsaut  said 

erent  had  occurred   which   placed  the  that  he  would  introduce  the  subject  him- 

frindtal  actor  before  a  higher  tribunal  self  to  Sir  Georgfe  Grey.    This  was  done ; 

llu  ue  British  Parliament  or  the  Bri'  and  he  writes  as  follows  to  Mr  Niven  r — 

isi*  nation.    One  daii  winter  morning,  "  Epbo«,  iVbo.  8,  1869, 

"^  Rnssons  made  an  attack  upon  our  "  Mt  Dear  Brother, — I  saw  Sir  G. 

!W  soldiers,   encamped   on  that  cold  Grey  yesterday,  and  talked  over  your 

l^luid  before  Sebsstopol.    SirGeor^  case  with  liim.    He  laughs  at  the  idea  of 

''lUiMrt  was  there :  he  wsa  caught  as  in  Sir  G.  Cathoart'a  mamf  esto  having  any 

>  trap,  and  perished.    We  will  not  press  power  in  it  to  keep  yon  ont  of  South 

KTsrelj  on  the  memorf  of  the  dead.    He  Africa.    He  «ayi  that  he  would  not  like 

^  B  brave  nan',  as  tdl  our  soldiers  are ;  to  be  called  upon  to  eeiwure  any  act  of 

l^t  wehave  good  grounds  for  the  aser-  Sir  George  Cathcart's  during  hia  admi- 

^1  that  he  was  not  well  qualified  for  nistration  of  aSure  at  the  Cape,  but  that, 

Kwramd,  either  in  a  military  or  in  a  civil  if  you  will  write  to  him,  requesting  the 

th^'^'    ^'  ^"'  "^  ^  misforiinne  '  tin'  to  be  removed,  he  will  readily 

tbal  be  Goold  not  appreciate,  because  he  give  permindon  for  yonr  return  to  South 

™  "at  undentand,  those  high  motivn  Africa.    The  sooner  you  go  back,  be  says, 

"udi  inftnance  educated  men  to  Bve  the  better  he  shall  like  it.    He  teiis  mo 

'°»ne  Mvtgee,   that   thqr  might   b«  that  he  has  teackad   your  paths,  and 
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finds  that  jtM  were  a  roost  indnstrioiu  the  art  of  gOTerrunent  in  a  better  tehool 

jmi  useful  misdoDary,"  etc.  than  tlie  quarter-deck  or  the  barrack- 

Actisg  upon  this  auggeetion,  Mr  Niven  rooca.    It  must  be  highly  gratifying  ta 

Viote  to  Sir  George  Grey  ;  and  the  fol-  Hi  Niven  himself,  and  to  his  Urge  circle 

lowing  is  the  answer,  which  is  here  in-  of  fiieoda,  that  his  conduct  bh  a  mission- 

aerted  entire : —  ary  in  Africa  has  received  the  official 

"Plymouth,  AprU  30,  1860.  sanction  of  such  a  competent  authority. 

"  Sis, — I  hare  been  for  a  long  time  past  The  character  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
BO  nnwell,  that  I  have  been  hardly  able  Ghoich  has  also  been  vindicated  ;  for 
to  attend  to  buanesa.  But  I  cannot  what  a  Tenroach  would  have  been  cael  I 
leave  England  to  return  to  the  Gape  of  upon  her,  nad  the  charge  been  true,  that  I 
Good  Hope,  without  replying  to  your  she  was  supporting  miasionariea  whose 
letters,  regarding  your  resuming  your  very  praence  was  incompatible  witii  the 
miBsionary  labours  in  Kaf^^ria,  by  say-  peace  and  security  of  tne  colony,  and  , 
ing,  I  shul  with  great  pleasure  see  your  wliose  banishment  from  British  Gaffraria 
return  to  that  country  as  a  missionary,  became  a  matter  of  urgent  and  public 
if  you  desire  to  do,  and  that  you  will  be  neceflsity  I  The  great  principle  of  reli- 
able to  resume  your  labours  in  any  part  gious  liberty  haa,  beaideH,  beea.  aseerted, 
of  British  Kaffraria  which  may  be  ap-  as  extending  to  all  places  where  the 
proved  of  by  the  Chief  CommiaBioDer.  If  British  flag  waves ;  ana  no  snch  outrage 
yon  do  so,  I  hope  you  may  be  enabled  to  on  our  common  Ghristianity  will,  it  is 
work  with  the  same  energy  and  zeal  as  hoped,  ever  be  perpetrated  by  one  who 
formerly. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  bears  her  Majesty's  comminion.  AH  I 
your  most  obedient  servant,  honour,  then,  we  say,  to  Sir  George  ' 
"  G.  Gb£t."  Grey,  and  all  success  to  him  in  the  du-  ' 

There  is  Doneed  tomakefurther  com-  charge  of  his  arduous  and  rcsponuble 

m«it  on   this  transaction.      The   more  dntjee  in  South  Africa.    And  alllioiioar. 

Sir  George  Cathcart's  conduct  deserves  too,  to  Mr  Niven,  for  whom  we  baiVe  no 

censure,  the  higher  should  be  our  appro-  better  earthljl  wish,  than  that  he  should 

bation  of  his  successor.    Sir  George  Grey  follow  his  Excellency,  and  go  out  twain 

has  not  only  dons  a  richteons  deed,  but  into  the  wildemecB  in  sea^   of  -^oee  | 

he  has  also  done  it  in  t^  meet  handsome  among  whom  bis  early  life  was  spent,  I 

and  graceful  manner.     Long  may  we  and  who  are  now  wandering  as  sheep 

have  penouB  like  him  representing  our  without  a  shqdkerd. 
bebved  Queen  in  the  numerous  cobnics  N.  M'Michael. 

cf  the  British  Empire,  who  have  learned        DmrrEKHLOiB,  itt  February  1861. 
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No.  VI. 

V[ery]  D[bar]  Sir, — ^I  had  the  favour  pecftkof  Israel  not  [bung]  permitted  to 

of  a  letter  from  you  gigiufyingwhat  you  go  into  the  I«nd  of  Canaan  to-morrow, 

and  my  other  friends  had  done  in  the  uio'  willing,  because  unwilling  to-day, 

affair  of  Mr  M.     I  am  indebted  to  you,  and  all  above  twenty  to  die  in  the  wil- 

D[esr]  Sir,  for  the  trouble  you  took  in  demess  for  that  act  of  disobedience, 

that  matter.     I  think  the  interposition  Nnmbeis  ch  14.  setts  that  matter  in  the 

of  Providence  in  determination  oi  it  once  strongest  point  of  light.     SinglencBS  of 

and  ^ain,  was  very  remarkable.  eye  especially  consists  in  tender  concern 

The  more  1  think,  the  more  I  am  calld  to   have   consciraioe  informd   from   the 

to  act,  the  more  1  have  obeervd  in  the  Word,  singly  to  act  up  to  the  dictates  of 

BiUe  and  in  the  course  of   Providence  it  in  endeavour.     Warping  from  the  way 

the  further  am  I  satisfied  one's  beins  of  duty  and  dictates  of  conscience  cer- 


found  in  the  way  of  duty  as  to  his  general  tainly  is  an  eminent  instance  of  turning 

conduct  and  in  particular  cases  that  cast  aside  into  crooked  ways;  if  so,  such 

up,  instances  that  occnrr,  is  of  vastly  practice  will  be  awfully  puuishd  [and] 

greater  importancethan  almost  any  par-  ohastned  in  an  affecting  manner;    for 

aaa  adverts  [to].    The  instance  of  the  Ps.  126.  6.  it  is  there  threatned  the  Lnid 


ib,Google 
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Odt  dodng  '*  Letter"   funtiehea  a  lean  <A  Um  khi.    I  haTe  noQuiig  new  to 

glimpse  of  the  spreading  of  "Relief"  write  ;oa  from  this  oountrej. 

principlee,  and  of  the  right  niirit  in  The  congreg»tion  at  Kikoequhar  will 

which.  Mr  Gillespie  acted  toward  a  con-  be  very  conaideroble,  witjun  a  narrow 

gie^tioa  BeeUng  his  guidance  in  tJie  ccmpan  of  eround  ootopsraliTelj.     I'ib 

cbome  of  a  pastil.  dispoa'd  to  nope  more  religitm  may  be 
foiutd  among  them  than  some  have  sp- 

No.  VIII.  pr«hended.     If   tb^    get    a   religkm 

T.  D.  StB, — I  am  bw  long  in  acknow-  prudent  miniater,  by  the  Divine  a 

lodging  the  favooi  of  your  kind  and  tenanoe,  he  may  be  very  useful  and 

friendly  letter.  siderablV  hapj^.    I  remember  nothi^ 

I  am  much  indebted  to  yon  for  the  I  deeirea  yon  to  enquire  about  in  Town!] 

paina  you  have  taken  in  the  matter  to  [FJ  will  be  much  gratified  with  a  bn 

which  <^e  letter  relates.    Mr  Balfours  vitb  ought  new  about  the  state  of  reJi- 

wiae  and  christian  answra  to  the  remote  gion  in  Egland.     My  wife  and  loffetr 

hint  you  gave  him  recommeads  him  to  respeotful  oomrjinaente   to  your  lad;, 

me ;  and  will  dispose  me  to  serve  him  if  Hera  to  you. — I  am^  V.  D.  Sv,  yoma  in 

it  shal  evec  be  ia.  my  power.    You  did  atraitcst  bonds, 

well  to  act  therein  witheo  much  caution.  Thos.  Gillssfis. 

The  case  requireH  it.  DimvuaiLniB,  6tk  Oct.  1760. 

I  observa  what  you  mention'd  in  the  [Same  addreee.] 
letter  and  further  Bun;eeted  in  tJtat  a 

part  of  which  Mr  Walker  shewed  me;  We  would  here  add,  finally,  some  T07 

and  believe  your  great  Lord  will  comdder  striking  extracts  from  another  letter  bj 

it  as  a  single  endeavour  to  promote  Bis  Mr  Gillespie,  the  original  of  which  ha 

interest,  as  oprosd  to  that  of  a  party,  bem  (it  isjioped,  only)  temporarily  twf  I 

But  as  I  knew  Mr  Boston's  mind,  when  laid.    What  follows  was  copied  out  bum' 

in  conversation  with  the  principal  per-  yean  ago  by  the  esceJlent  Udy  to  wbon  i 

sons  who  are  forming  a  congregation,  I  the  Engine  M38.  have  dcaoended ;  utd  j 

desii'd  as  Scripture  directs,  they  would  to  a  mmnbsr  ckE  whose  family  this  letttil 

look  out  for  some  proper  person  to  be  was  addnased. 

their  pastor,  and  sBsura  them,  if  other-  "  God  has  used  yon  as  an  instmmeBt 

wise  agreeable,  he  would  be  the  more  of  good,  both  in  a  ^iritual  and  temptntl 

acceptable  to  Mr  B.  and  me,  that  he  was  way  to  me,  which  I  trust  througlk  Bit 

Aeir  choice.     Therefcte  I  can  take  no  grace  never  to  forget.     I  know  ao  better 

stepp  in  the  matter  till  I  hear  from  way  of  wishing  your  happiness  than  br 

them.  pouring  out  my  heart  in  pnLyer  to  Gcil. 

I  shal  acquaint  you  what  further  is  lor  you ;  and  I  call  God  to  witnees  1 1 

done  or  is  found  needful  in  the  matt«r.  have  not  utterly  neglected  it.     I  hear 

I'm  heartily  sorry  to  find  the  humour  you  are  t^iinUng  of  the  minisby ;  m 

and  diseaae  of  framing  parties  in  things  earnest  fiayer  »  diat  God  may  lie  wi^  I 

reli^ous  goes  on ;  and  Uke  spirit  insepar-  you  and  above  all  tliat  you  may  have ) 

able  from  the  practice  keeps  pace  wilJi  it  wise  nadentanding  of  the  truths  yot 

to  the  full.  If^*^    ^"7  ^^  ^  y°^  ^"^  ^'' 

Some  notice,  as  there  have  been  (xm-  Divine  wisdom  asd  a  dove-like  spuit ;  1 

firmations  by  a  Bishop  of  the  Church  c^  make  you  bold  as  Peter,  far  from  ludinf 

England,  twice  in  Scotland,  this  year;  your  Master's  mind  in  anytiiing,  either 

first  at  Glasgow,   at  Easter ;    next  ,st  to  rich  or  poor ;  giving  every  one  hi> 

Aberdeen,  where  many  piofessd  Presl^-  portion  in  due  season.    Ohl  it'ssshame 

terians  partook  of  the  overflowings ;  so  for  a  man  to  say  I'm  an  ambassador  ami 

visits  to  Scotland,  sermons  deliv^  by  when  he  is  standing  up  in  Ohrists  stesd . 

men  in  hierarchical  orders  in  it,  have  afraid   to   tell  .U.L  men  that  tjie;  are' 

been  more  frequent  of  late  than  they  at  Hinners  ;  afraid  or  ashamed  of  losing  the 

least  reraemb^.    They  are  willing  to  goodwill  of  such  as  would  be  offend^  by 

know  whether  the  charity  of  these  gen-  plai^  speaking.    God  forlod  that  you 

tlemen  to  their  neighbotini  of  another  should  know  anything  but  Christ  and 

Kation  grows,  or  ^eir  work  at  home  Him  crucified;  wnicb  is  a  subject,  rightJf 

decreases.  explained,  fit  for  a  Gabriel  to  Itear ;  [««- 

I  would  sympathize  with  Mr  Walker  fitahle  every  way.    We  are  poor,  mean- 

your  brother  upon  tbe  sharp  rod,  of  the  spiitied  creatures,  so  reatfy  to  becootait 
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with  a  fatore  IwaTen.    Bat  we  'h»Te  ftbly  and  gncioaBly  by  tliem,  by  a  flood, 

DoC,  because  we  «ak  not.'     How  sweet  sitdiiK  ouit;  although  to  them  it  geems 

ud  delightful,  but  above  all  profitable  log  with  ruin.     Tha  Lord  csomea  to  His 

and  honoiable  to   have  GoiTa  image  peo^ds  in  a  way  they  never  thought  ot ; 

Etsmped  on  our  wula.    That's  of  [fiom]  oehTem  from  dangen  and  evils  hj  meanB 

baven  and   nothing   [nowhere?]  else,  they  would  think  of  m  opposite  ten- 

I  will  say  of  my  heart  as  Paul  sajs  of  dency.     Floods  are  in  His  hand  ;   Hig 

heaven,  'eyehalinot  seen,' etc. ;  aolaay  interposition  and  operation;  Heeitsupon 

the  same  for  its  rebellion  and  wickednew,  the  flood  to  tnrn  the  storm  into  a  cahi ; 

'  The  Lord  sittethi  upon  tiw  diaappoints  fe«M,  onldo«B  hopes ;  makes 

flood.'    He  commanda  it ;  prodnoeii  it ;  tbe  ffood  ^nd  itself  where  it  took  its 

permitait;  Reispreaentwithit;  Hisway  rise  in  place  of  flowing   and    ending 

IB  in  the  whirlwmd  and  storm.    Ifahnm  whither  men  propose  to  direct  it     He 

i,  3.    He  rides  npon  the  flood  ;  Taisee  it  m^es  violent   troubles  ieane   often   in 

toacertaindegree;  says,  '  hitherto  shalt  greater  safety  than  before  the  flood  ;  no 

thon  go  and  no  farther ;  here  shall  thy  nnivereal  flood  after  Noah's,  though  par- 

jrread  wavea  be  stayed  ; '   allows  it  to  ticukr  ones  1     God  rules   and  controls 

m  aa  high  as  tbe  tide,  no  higher ;  is  floods  of  eoemiee  as  easily  as  those  of 

ipBciaily  present  in  and  with  it ;  oyer-  elements^   also  in  the  politioal,  oivil, 

rulffi  it ;  r^ulates  its  influence  ;  orders  moral  and  reiigioas  world. 

IB  conlina»nce ;  disposes  of  every  wave  "  Thomas  Gillespie. 

u  well  as  the  wbole  flood.    It  can  pro-  Aug.  176!)." 

duce  no  effect,  but  wha,t  He  »eee  meet.        Kdirosb.  A.  B.  G. 

He  tamat  to  His  people  dealii^  favour- 
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^SootJand  of  1560  presents,  in  almost  at  the  present  day.  A  lai^  portion  of 
^regtect,  mot  a  resemblance,  but  a  t^e  peasantry  were  mere  bondsmen,  like 
imtiiat,  to  tiis  Scotland  of  1860.  Prior  the  Russian  serfs,  living  in  a  state  of  tiie 
<o  the  SeConnation,  Scotland  was  the  ^«atest  deKradation  and  wretchedness. 
pxiriat  country  in  Christendimi.  The  They  wea%  bonght  and  sold  aloug  with 
papulation  of  the  entire  kingdom  did  not  the  land  which  they  cultivated,  Thf^ 
gtiuij  exceed  that  of  the  two  dties  of  could  not  quit  the  estate  without  their 
Edmborgh  and  Glac^w  at  the  present  master's  permission  ;  and  when  oppree- 
di7-  Tbe  iohaUtantB  were,  with  few  aion  drove  tiiem  to  seek  safety  in  tught, 
e(ce;>tionB,  ill  fed,  clothed,  and  boused,  he  could  "  take  them  by  the  nose"  and 
^Wge  portion  of  the  land  was  in  a  state  reclaim  them,  precisely  like  any  animal 
vf  natW  There  were  no  manufactures,  that  had  strayed  from  his  domain.  They 
and  scarcely  any  trade  or  commerce — no  had  no  pn^)erty  of  their  own,  and  were 
public  conveyances,  and,  indeed,  no  roads  retarded  by  the  law  as  mere  chatbds; 
~very  few  books,  and  no  newspapers,  and  men,  women,  and  children  were 
^e  population  was  made  up  almost  ex-  gifted  to  a  mtmasteiT,  or  bequeathed  as 
daavely  of  monks  and  priests,  and  the  a  legacy,  along  with  oien,  sheep,  and 
buooB  and  (Jieir  vassals.  A  middle  ewine.  Ignorance,  general  and  dense, 
i^i**,  properly  so  called,  conld  scarcely  prevailed.  Dniveraities  and  conventual 
i«  aajd  to  eiist.  lie  tenantry  were  schools  were,  indeed,  established  for  the 
niaerably  poor,  and  entirely  dependent  instruction  of  the  barons  and  clergy ; 
Datlieirlandloida,wlioeeinandates,  right  but  bo  education  whatever  was  provided 
or  wrong,  they  were  compelled  to  obey,  for  the  mass  of  the  people.  It  will  not 
^  they  «:ere  for  the  most  part  tenants  do  to  say  Uiat  this  was  the  fault  of  the 
at  will,  they  might  at  any  moment  be  times ;  it  was  rather  the  fault  of  the  do- 
omed out  at  tbe  pleasure  (rf  theii  feudal  minaut  Church,  which,  true  to  its  in- 
nipencas.  Ejections  did,  indeed,  fre-  stincts  and  its  interests,  then  as  now 
quenlly  take  place ;  and  tjie  consequent  discouraged  the  education  of  the  com- 
WMWnation  of  the  intruders  by  the  dis-  mon  people  l^  every  means  in  it«  power. 
praessed  tenants  was  an  event  of  as  It  was-  reserved  for  the  great  Scottish 
wmmon  occnirence  aa  it  is  in  Irdand  Reformer  to  resolve   that    the  masses 
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should  not  be  left  &n  igDOnnt  and  tar-  ottisr  relica  b;  which  the  priests  MOght    | 

buleutmob.    To  himbwingBtlie  hoDOOi  to  impoee  upon  the  credulity  of  iSai 

of  preporiDg  a^acheme  of  education  for  flock,  mention   is  mttd^  of  a  gold  Till    ' 

the  people  ^  Scotland,  so  eztensiTe  and  containine  part  of  the  coat  of  St  Kwli- 

Domplete,  tJiat,  to  our  idiame  be  it  laid,  gem,  and  of  a  hag  containing  the  ol 

we  have  not  fully  carried  it  out  even  at  which    emanated    from   his  tuie ;   Hie    | 

tiie  present  daj.  mouth  of  St  Ninian  in  a  golden  casket ;    ^ 

Ignorance  has  been  said   to  be   the  part  of  the  zone  of  the  bleswd  Virgin, 

mother  of   devotion  :-  it  may  be  much  and  a  small  vial  of  crystal  containing  a    i 

more  truly  styled,  the  mother  of  poverty,  portion  of  her  milk ;  a  bit  of  the  man-  j 

crime,  and  wretchedneei.    The  people  of  ger  in  which  Christ  lay  ;  a  small  tog,  I 

Scotland  before  the   Reformation  were  with  part  of  the  sweat  of  St  Martin ;   1 

grossly  ignorant;  in  consequence,  they  and   other  gnperstitioDS  relics,   equally 

were  also  turbulent,  fierce,  and  Krosaly  childish  and  debasing.    The  sale,  as  wdl 

immiH'al.    The  lawless  violence  alike  <n  as  exhibition  of  such  relics,  was  a  fertile  ! 

peer  and  peasant,   and  tjie  languinary  source  of  revenue  to  the  monks ;  and  the 

feuds,  whidi  were  handed  down  from  poets  of  those  days  give  us  a  graphic  de-    i 

father  to  son,  depopulated  whole  dis-  acriptioo  of  the  Pardoner, — a  kind  of 

tricts,    and  deluged   the   couittty  with  sacrad   hawker,   who  perambulated  the 

blood.    Might  m^e  right  in  those  days,  country  with  his  wallet  brimful  of  pu- 

An  eye-witness  of  the  scenes  which  he  dons  come  from  Rome,  and  containing, 

describee,  has  given  a  moat  appalling  among  other  sacred  curiosities,  the  Vii- 

picture  of  the  state  of.  Scotland  at  this  sin  Mary's  veil,  and  part  of  the  sail  of  St 

period,   and  tdls  us,  that   "treasons,  Peter's   eJiip;   and  sdling    his  mouldj   | 

murders,  bumings,  thefts,  reiffs,    her-  bones  to  the  simple  and  supeistitioae, 

schi}M,  houghing  of  oxen,  breaking  of  Sir  David  Lindsay  Kives  a  most  strik- 

mills,  destroying  of  growing  com,  and  ing    enumeration    oi    the    saints  wor- 

barbarities  of  aU  sorts,  were  exerced  in  shipped  by  the  Scottish  people  at  this 

all  pairts  of  the  conntry."     The  capital  period,  and  of  the  various  punNKea  fn 

itseU,  he  says,  was  the  ordinary  place  of  which  orisons  were  made  to  tnem.    St 

"  butcherlie  revenge  and  daylie  nghta  ;"  Roche,  it  seems,  was  appealed  to  for  de- 

andtiechurchyardandtiiechuroh-porch  liverance  from  the  pestilence;  StApol- 

were  often  polluted  on  Sabbath  by  quar-  Ionia  was  invoked  for  reLef   from  the 

r^  and  bloodshed.     What  was  even  toothache,    St  TredweU  fco*  sore  eja, 

worse,  assassination  was  as  common  in  and   St  Oarmane  for   a   headache ;    St 

Scotland  at   that  time  as  it  is  atill  in  Margaret  was  implored  for  assistance  id 

these  model  popish  conntries,   Ireland  cldldbed,  and  St  Barbara  for  protectiw 

and  Spain — lixe  causes   producing  like  from  thunder  andlightning.     The  rece- 

eSecte  ;    and   on  account  of  this  fool  very  of  stolen  property  was  sought  from 

practice,  Scotland  became  "  a  byeword  St  Syith ;   St  Elor,  who  was  pictured 

and  a  reproach"  among  foreign  nations,  witb  a  new  horse-uioe  in  his  hand,  wtt 

If  ignorance  be  not  the  mother  of  de-  prayedtofora  safe  journey;  StAnthoof, 

Totion,  it  is  assuredly  the  mother  of  su-  who  is  said  to  haTe  been  a  swine-herd, 

perstition  ;  and  as  the  great  mass  of  the  was  entreated  to  take  care  of  the  swise, 

Scottish  people  before  the  Reformation  and  St  Bride  of  the  cows  and  calves.   St 

were  immersed  in  gross  ignorance,  it  need  Sebantian  waa  prayed  to  by  the  soldier 

excite  no  surprise  that  superstitioug  no-  for   protection   frwn  the  arrows  of  his 

tions  and  usages  were  duigently  incul-  enemy.     Insane  persons  were   brou^t 

cated  by  \he  priests,  and  were  widely  from  all  parts  of  tne  country,  and  boiutd 

prevalent  among  the  community.    Great  to  the  cross  of  St  Mungo,  the  tnteUir 

faith  was  placed   in  the  virtue  of   the  saint  of  Glasgow,  in  the  full  belief  th«t 

mass,  the  adoration  of  images  and  of  the  they  would  hereby  be  restored  to  their 

cross,  the  efficacy  of  indulgences,  and  the  right  mind ;    and  consumptiTe  persoos 

importance  of   procesBiens  and  of   pil-  were  carried  all  the  way  to  Uie  East  Nook 

grimages.     A  fertile  source  of  imposture  of  Fife,  in  tJie  hope  Imt  they  would  be 

and  superstition  were  ^e  lyinc  legends,  restored  to  health  by  kissing  t^  "  old 

the  pretended  miracles,  and  the  ^^ed  cross  of  Crail." 

virtues  of  the  relics  of  sunts,  which  were        Some  so-called  philosophical  trriten 

favourite  topics  of  the  preachers  in  those  now-a-days  seem  to  think  that  thc^sfao* 

days.    In  Cflasgow,  for  example,  among  their  lib^ality  and  freedom  from  jaejv- 
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-wealtli  of  the  nation  belonged  to  tbe  thmr  own  nmnber  expreeeed  it.  "nieie 
dorgf ,  who  were  not  only  rigorous  in  were,  howevw,  not  tt  few  amonf;  them 
■the  exaction  of  ttieir  tithes,  but  levied  who  were  the  «lt  (rf  the  Chnrch  and  rf 
in  addition  a.  clerical  tai,  under  one  pre-  society,  preserring  tfee  maaa  from  pntre- 
tence  or  another,  on  every  event  in  the  faction  ;  such  as  Patrick  Hamilton, 
lives  of  their  parishioners,  from  bapti^  George  Wiahart,  Alexander  Aleaiua  or 
to  bnrial.  Kirk  dnea  were  demanded  at  Allane,  Dean  Foitet,  John  Sough,  and 
all  the  great  festivals  of  the  Churdi ;  others,  who  either  sealed  their  teBtimony 
and  cffwiMgs  which  had  origin^y  been  with  their  blood,  or  became  the  founderg 
■nJuHranf,  were  now  enforced  under  the  of  tbe  Protestant  Church.  Nor  should 
b«oitoEe..*n3nimunication.  Thisgrasp-  we  paa  over  unnoticed  such  men  as 
ing  spLiv.  e^'^irwhere  manifested  by  the  Ninian  Wingate  and  George  Cone,  and 
clergy ;  their  forced  sale  of  indnlgences  other  learned  and  pious  divines  and 
and  dispensations ;  their  taxes  upon  ■  Bcholars,  who  adhered  to  the  Bomiah 
marriage;!,  baptisms,  and  burials  ;  their  Church,  although  keenly  alive  to  its  de- 
spoliation of  tbe  widow  and  the  orphan,  graded  condition.  But,  making  all  i«r 
thehelpless  and  the  dying,  together  with  allowance  for  these  cases,  there  can  W 
tbdr  indolent,  Inxurioas,  and  licentious  no  donht  that  the  great  body  of  tkc 
lives — had  long  rendered  the  ordinances  inferior  clergy  and  of  the  monks  wert 
ofreligioncontemptibleinthepublieesti-  sunk  in  the  groBseet  ignoran<s.  Their 
mation.  In  many  districts  of  tiie  king-  immorality  was  equally  notorious.  Ibf 
dom,  the  avarice  and  selfiahneas  of  the  Bnbject  is  a  very  painful  one,  but  a  re- 
monks  had  left  the  people  dtetitute  of  all  pard  to  truth  forbids  it  to  be  concealed. 
■  reUgious  instruction  except  the  preaching  The  indignant  appeals  of  the  pious 
ot  W6  begging  friars.  The  secular  clergy  Kcananiste  already  named,  who  labouwi 
were  equMly  ambitions,  avaricious,  atid  to  avert  the  impending  storm  by  le- 
graspittg.  Pluralitiee  were  multiplied  forming  the  lives  of  their  brethren,  and 
without  limits;  the^bishope  and  other  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  pro- 
great  dignitaries  of  the  Church  grasped  vincial  councils,  fully  corroborate  all  tiul 
as  many  livings  as  they  could  obtain,  and,  has  been  said  by  the  Reformers  and  the 
satisfied  with  drawing  the  revenues,  poete  of  the  day  on  this  distressing  snb- 
cared  nothing  for  the  dnties.  Abbacies,  ject,  and  "prove  beyond  dispute  lie 
priories,  and  tie  richer  benefices,  were  gross  licentionaness  of  the  clergy,  mi 
often  given  in  commendam,  and  thns  especially  of  the  great  ecctesrastira,  st 
kept  vacant  during  the  life  of  the  com-  tins  period.  The  >,nguage  which  tJie 
mendator,  and  sometimes  even  during  learned  Ceorge  Cone,  a  lealous  adhen^' 
several  hvea.  The  higher  offices  of  the  of  the  old  faith,  employs  to  describe  tlie 
Chnrch  were  sometimes  openly  con-  sensual  lives  of  the  clergy,  is  t«o  strong 
tended  for  with  the  sword,  and  often  re-  to  be  quoted.  But  the  provincJ 
rarded  as  the  means  of  providing  for  council  held  in  1649  makes  ttie  hiimi- 
the  younger,  and  even  the  illegitimate  liating  confession,  that  corruption  ol 
sons  of  the  tdng  and  of  the  nobles,  or  manners  and  profane  lewdness  of  lif^ 
coiiferred  upon  some  unworthy  royal  together  with  grosH  ignorance  of  litera- 
favourite,  Inferiorbeneficeswereopenly  ture  and  science,  prevailed  among  iU 
put  up  to  sale,  or  given  to  illiterate  and  clergy  of  almost  ever;f  degree.  No  woe- 
unworthy  courtiers,— to  dice-players,  der  that  the  peoj>le  in  the  end  refused 
foreign  quacks,  and  adventurers,  as  the  to  listen  to  -the  instructions  of  teachot 
reward  of  the  vilwt  services.  whose  livSs  were  so  flagrantly  «t 
Much  has  been  said  of  the  ignorance  of  variance  with  the  sanctity  of  their  office, 
the  clergy  before  the  Reformation,  This  and  under  whose  endless  and  burdensom* 
requires  explanation  and  limitation.  In  exactions  they  groaned, — that,  long  he- 
former  times,  the  clergy  possessed  nearly  fore  the  Eeforraation,  the  m-eat  bodj 
all  tie  learning  existing  in  the  country,  of  the  nation  forsook  the  cnnrches,-;- 
and  even  at  this  period  the  higher  digni-  that  the  priests  went  through  their 
taries  were  for  the  times  intelligent,  and  services  without  an  audience, — that  il 
even  learned ;  but,  unfortunately,  they  appears  from  one  of  the  canons  of  the 
knew  nothing  of  their  Bibles,  or  of  the  provincial  council  held  in  1561,  that  in 
dodjines  of  Christianity,  and  were  there-  the  most  popular  parishes  few  of  tie 
fore  "blind  leaders  of  the  bhnd'"^  parishioners  attended  mats  on  Bundsjs- 
jffeocheira  of  "dumb  doctrines,"  as  one  of  much  less  on  other  festivals, — that  of 
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those  yrbo  attended  some  ecoSed  and  contempt,  on  account  of  ita  ezactionB, 

behaved  iireverentlj,  while  others  busied  its  immorality,  t^annf  orer  men's  con- 

themselvea  in  merchandiau  even  at  the  Hciences,  fierce  intolerance,  and  cruelty  ; 

church    porch.     No    wonder    that    a  aad  that  at  laat  the  storm  of  popular  in- 

Bjatem  so  thorooghly  coirnpt,  and  which  dignation  buret  on  the  heads  of  its  Bup- 

produced  anch  fruita,  ghouM  come  to  be  porters,  and  swept  awaj  the  whole  fabric 

regarded  with  mingled  detestation  and  aa  an  intolerable  nuiwmce. 


THE  CARDROSS  CASE. 


Sir, — I  haYe  to  thank  you  for  yonr  in-  tiiia  view,  an  equally  critical  plea  fo* 
■eition  of  my  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr  any  defender  to  disprove.  Meanwhile 
Bomerville  in  the  January  number,  and  you  are  conceding  that  abetract  right  of 
the  other  friendii  who  have  favoured  me  review  which,  iii  different  hands,  and  at 
wiih  communications  on  the  subject.  Aa  different  times,  may  become  wider  and 
&  matter  of  continuona  interest,  I  would  wider  in  ita  interference,  moreand  more 
claim  from  you  space  for  a  few  further  technical  in  ita  constructions,  and  domi- 
nates, suggested  oy  the  additional  dia-  nant  in  its  application. 
CMsions  and  writing  on  the  subject.  Besides,  throughout  all  these  discus- 

ITith  all  deference,   then,    to  certain  aions,   this  aame  right  of  review  keepa 

Free  Church  Leaders,  it  struck  me  from  itself  wonderfully  indefinite.      One  as- 

t^  Srat,  that  they  surrendered  the  key  signs  to  it  the  duty  of  simply  forcing 

<j1  the  position,  when  under  newspaper  upon  the  Church  Court  the  observance 

piWDre   they    conceded    to   the  Civil  of  its  own  rules.    But  does  this  mean  in 

Coons  the  right  of  reviewing  an  eccle-  theirwholeintegrity,lengthand breadth. 

itial  sentence,  so  far  as  to  ascertain  or  only  where  eateemed  vital  to  the  case 

&t  damage  in  cases  of  alleged  malice,  is  hand  ;  and  who  is  to  judge  of  this  ? 

ttoogh  B^  without  reponing  the  man.  Another  claims  for  it  the  right  of  re- 

Neither  was  my  dislike  to  this  concession  judging  the  case  upon  its  merits.     Does 

bj  fray  means  removed  by  the  fact,  that  this  mean  a  new  trial,  and  by  whom  ? 

it  immediately  won  from  an  Established  If  in  the  Civil  Courts,  on  the  facta  of  the 

minister  who  had  been  writing  in  the  case,  bo  they  those  of  doctrine  or  dia- 

ose,  his  formerly  withheld  approval  of  cipline,  then  is  not  this  at  laat  our  friend 

their  proceedings.  Cfesar  claiming  the  mitre  as  weU  as  the 

fhe  door,  1  observe,   is   still  further  mace,  and  the  civil  magistrate  in  sober 

opesed  by  others,  who  would  allow  this  earnest    judging   in  spiritual   things — 

rsTiew  in  caaa^  where  such  irregularities  though  these  thingsihe  curiously  enough 

ocow  in  the  rules  of  procedure,  as,  with-  confesses  to  be  beyond  his  province. 

oat  tnahce  or  motive  at  all,  may  substan-  Many  may  choose  to  mask  from  them- 

tially  aSect  the  judgment  of  the  case.  selves  this  plain  result;   and  yet  it  is 

I  am  not  reconciled  to  the  safety  of  difficult  to  see  how,  in  either  case, 
the  reriew  in  either  the  one  clase  of  cases  whether  the  review  be  on  the  facts  or 
or  the  other.  The  Civil  Courts  may  the  forms,  it  can  fall  a  whit  short  of  it. 
rery  easily  choose  to  find  such  errors  or  For  the  Civil  Court  to  find,  howevur 
itr^ularitiea  committed  as  to  affect  a  gravely  it  likes,  that  the  Church  Courts 
jnit  trial  of  the  case,  according  to  the  were  umply  non-observant  of  certain  cf 
conventionalities  of  their  own  minds  in  their  own  rules,  is  to  find  little  or  no- 
viewing  it ;  and  they  may  just  aa  natu-  thing  at  all,  unless  it  can  be  added  and 
r^lf  find,  that  theae  viulations  are  to  shown,  that  the  actual  facts  or  merits  of 
them  BO  strange  and  vital,  ai  to  be  ex-  the  case  really  required  the  observance 
pkinable  only  by  the  idea  of  intent  and  of  these  to  r^ch  a  true  and  a  different 
malice  against  the  party.  Malice,  it  is  bearing.  Without  this  the  equities  of 
true,  may  be  a  critical  plea  for  a  com-  the  case  can  neither  admit  nor  require 
plainer  to  prove ;  but  it  may  become,  in  review ;  and  so  really  to  review  any  case. 
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requires  in  the  civil  judge  a  rehearsal  tion  merely  again  to  repeat  to  m  that 
and  judgment  oi  Urn  entire  case,  and  in  the  Civil  Judge  ia  not  asked  to  reduce 
the  ecclesiastical  a  paasive  and  unresist-  and  annul  the  spiritual  Bentence,  but 
ing  aubordinption  to  the  civil  as  the  ooly  to  review  or  re-judge  it,  so  as  to 
auperior  and  reviewing  court.  give  civil  damage  or  compensation  for 
That  this  right  of  review  wo"ild  be  its  errors.    For  this  only  retumB  na  to 
claimed  ai|d    applied    with    increasing  the  former  difficulty.     How  can  he  B»y 
freedom,  seems  to  me  very  manifest  from  whether  any  auch  errors  or  injustice  have 
an  overture  lately  tabled  at  one  of  bur  been  committed  without  first  reviewing 
presbyteries.     The   poaition  it  offers  is  the  aentence  upon  its  merits  before  deal-    i 
cleverly  put,  as  most  things  are  from  the  ing  out  to  the  complainant  the  money  | 
same  quarter;  but  it  seems  to  me  one  value  of  the  injuatice?  Wrong  and  error 
pregnant  with  a  deal  of  danger  to  the  must  be  fiiat  ascertained  before  damage 
Church,  littiedreomtof  and lessmeant.*  can  be  recognised;  and  to  give  a  aaa 
To  the  two  classee  of  cases  already  ad-  con^nsation  for  membership,  or  a  mini- 
mittedbyothersforreviewjtheonewhere  ster  for  office,  must  be  first  to  find  that 
positive  maiice  is  alleged,  and  the  other  they  have  beCTi  wrongoualy  deprived  of 
where  vital  irregularities  eiist,  this  over-  these.     A  pretty  compliment  it  would 
ture   would   add  a   still  looser  clasa  of  be  to  the  apiritual  aentence  to  leave  it 
cases  :  cases  it  comprehensively  refera  to  standing  high  and  dry,  a  lasting  monu- 
as  "  being  ultra  vires  of  our  own  Church  ment  of  ruin,  after  stripping  and  gut- 
laws  and  constitution,  as  these  have  been  ting  it  of  its  contents,  and  transferriiig 
defined  and  determined  by  ourselves."  these  to  the  assaiJant.     If  really  wrong, 
Now,  what  this  ultra  virea  itself  means  it  would  be  more  thorough  and  consiateut 
would  firat  require  some  explanation, —  to  reduce  it  altogether,  for  to  give  the 
whether  it  means  caaea  where  the  sub-  damage  before  the  opportunity,  or  with- 
ject   matter   or  the  subject  person  are  out  the  power  of  finding  it  wrong,  ia  a 
themselves  admittedly  beyond  the  juris-  simple  mockery  of  the  name  of  justice. 
diction,  or  whether  it  means  cases  merely         Meanwhile,  pray  observe  the  practical 
where  the  laws  or  rules  of  the  jurisdic-  working  ot  this  new  philosophy,  which 
tion  are  overstrained   or  non-observed  falters  midway  in  ita  own  career,  and 
within   itself.     With  the  firat  class  of  compensates  ihe  birthright  it  cannot  te- 
cases,   those    altogether   ultra   to  their  store  with  a  mess  of  pottage  which  it 
jurisdiction,  the  Church  Courta  claim  no  can — juat  the  very  thing  the  delinquent  i 
concern;  and  in  juatice  to  tlie  writer,  we  wanted.     In    many   caaes,   neither  tha    ' 
must  regard  his  meaning  as  confined  to  member  nor  the  minister  want  to  he  re-    ' 
the  latter  class  of  cases,  and  relating  poned  in  their  spiritual  privileges.    Pro- 
merely  to  the  interior  procedure  of  the  babty  it  would  be  among  the  last  of  their 
Church  in  theAi.    In  this  light  the  Ian-  wishes    to  be    back    into    membership 
guage  admits  the  right  of  review  wher-  among    auch    fellows  1     The    merchant 
ever  disconformity  to  its  own  constitu-  would  rather,  of  courseaftermuch  pain- 
tion,  meaning  thereby  its  own  rules  of  ful  deliltcration,   accept  of  a  few  nun- 
procedure,  takea  place, — a  goodly  clasa  of  dreda  as  the  value  of  his  injured  characW 
cases  truly,  in  the  latitudes  of  church  or  business,  and  the  minister  the  value  of  ^ 
procedure.     The  key  was  gone,  and  the  his  office,  which  this  new  philosophy  sa   i 
church  door  stood  ajar  before;  but  tiis  kindlyoffers  tothem  both.    Toherother 
seems  throwing  it  regularly  wide  open,  schemes,  then,  the  Church  may  now  pro-    | 
and  too  frankly  by  far.     Once  admitted  vide  a  compensation  fund,  out  of  wiiich 
into  the  open  field  of  Form,  the  Civil  delinquents  may  be  valued  ;  elae  one  cf 
Court  would  command  the  entire  position  two  reaults  must  speedily  ensue — eithw 
over  the  Ecclesiastical,  and  ^ant  its  bat-  that  ahe  will  be  harried  and  worried  hj 
teriea  where  it  chooaea,  against  this  sin  these  claims,  that  would  continually  in- 
ot   informality  and  against    that,    this  crease  upon  her  funds  and  officials,  or 
n-observance  and  that  defect  here,  stand  tempted  to  become  painfully  timid 
-        '    -        '  in  the  exercise  of  so  coatly  a  diacipline 
and  fldehty. 
Of  course  I  do  not  say  delinquents    | 
«L  .u  >,ui,i«r.  V.  vu-  „v«r-  offensively,  but  m  the  general  cWcWr    , 
rs  the  iBBB,  as  my  Bentimecls  ">'  *''«  •^'=«8-     Individual  cases  of  doubt    ' 
or  hardship  may  arise,  where  a  faithfui 
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the  Judicial.  If  occurring  in  the  Houses  need  be,  tieir  reconsideration,  hut  thn 
of  Parliament  or  elsewhere,  it  might  he  parties  theniGelTes  within  their  appointed 
right  to  influence  their  reconnderation  courseB?  How,  for  instance,  would  llie 
in  everj^  constitutional  way;  but  surely  Court  of  Seasion  look  to  be  walked  over 
a  disaatiafled  citizen  would  not  think  of  to  the  Sj^od  or  AHsembl;,  and  admo- 
appealing  from  them  to  a  foreign  power,  niehed  and  reviewed  there  for  alleged 
Turning,  in  like  manner,  to  the  ecclesias-  violations  of  form  and  justice,  iipon  the 
tical ;  from  erroia  in  the  Sesaiou  you  high beheatof  theChurch,  thatthe  Bible 
appeal  to  the  Presbytery,  from  errors  in  was  the  true  fountain  of  justice,  and  the  J 
the  Presbytery  you  appeal  to  the  Synod,  CburchGod's  viceoerentupon  theearth?  I 
and  from  errors  in  the  Synod  yon  appeal  Thia,  which  wouldbe  the  asaumptioo,  and  ' 
to  the  Geteral  Assembly,  where  one  not  the  reeietance,  of  civil  power,  is 
existfl.  But  aa  surely  you  must  stop  Popery.  If  some  of  the  moat  sensitiTe 
there,  whether  the  acts  complained  tS  resentmenta  in  our  Constitution  have 
hare  been  committed  by  the  inferior  been  shown  to  the  encroachment  of  one 
ConrU,  and  merely  confirmed  or  nnre-  jurisdictioauponanother,even  wherelJie 
dressed  by  the  supreme,  or  originated  subject  was  one  of  common  civil  right, 
and  committed  by  the  supreme  itself,  and  the  conflicting  jurisdictions  derived 
Gquallj  we  must  receive  its  decision  in  from  one  civil  source,  is  it  not  a  truer 
aubmifflion,  without  thought  of  resorting  and  more  rightful  act  of  independence 
to  the  Civil  Court,  if  there  is  to  be  in-  that  the  Church  should  stand  upon  hei 
dependence  anywhere  at  all — aa  little  own  higher  origin  and  separate  functions 
the  civil  subjected  to  the  ecclesiaattcal,  — herunquestionedrightof  judgment  in 
aa  the  ecclesiastical  to  the  civil  in  things  things  beyond  their  ken,  and,  under  God 
pertaining  respectively  to  their  own  alone,  her  self-contained  and  eelf-regu- 
sphere  or  to  fheir  interior  forms  and  lating  right  of  action  over  her  own  con- 
arrangements.  Every  citizen  may  plead,  stiCution  and  membership?  Whiiejutieb 
as  the  condition  of  his  allegiance,  that  are  busy  claiming  the  eitemally  execn- 
he  was  entitled  to  rely  upon  the  observ-  tive  element  for  the  civil  jurisdiction,  it 
ance  of  the  civil  forms  of  the  land  as  is  enough  that  theae  others  are  admitted 
truly  as  a  Church  member  upon  those  of  to  form  the  constituents  of  the  Church's 
hie  communion  ;  but  unless  be  means  to  jurisdiction,  suited  and  sulEcient  for  bei 
■become  a  rebel,  he  must  still  accept  their  own  government, — a  jurisdiction  which 
administration  by  the  appointed  tribunal,  statute  can  neither  bestow  nor  withdraw, 
whether  to  him  they  seem  an  underdose  springing  naturally  from  her  own  New  i 
or  an  overdose  of  justice.  Perhaps  the  Testament  constitution,  inherited  from 
citizen  and  the  member  are  equally  its  Founder  and  (^-extensive  with  it 
nnconaciouB  all  the  while  of  the  mani-  The  claim  of  the  Church,  as  of  old,  ii  j 
fold  rules  of  procedure  for  their  behoof  still  to  be  let  alone. 
"  Statute  and  ordained,"  which  by  their  Difficulties  or  dangers  may  be  sounded 
friends  are  bein^  pled  as  the  terms  of  the  upon  this  question;  but  tew,  if  any,  ' 
bargain  on  which  they  had  specially  se^n  to  me  so  great  as  the  idea  that  one 
accepted  the  jurisdiction  of  their  judges  jurisdiction  hm  a  mission  committed  to 
—Mhough  daily  altering  and  being  altered  it  of  interference  with  or  superviaioii 
without  their  knowledge.  over  another  jurisdiction  where  tb^ 
Cases  may  arise  in  Bench,  Church  orbits  are  so  confessedly  apajii,  or  that  a 
Courts,  or  Parliament,  where  departures  man,  by  reason  of  losing  hia  official 
from  form  or  unusual  procedure  occur  in  property,  should  be  entitled  to  return, 
summary  judgments  or  suspensions  of  with  a  civil  officer  behind  him,  into  tbe 
the  ordinary  forms ;  but  these  are  few.  Church  Court  to  enforce  a  review  of  iheii  | 
and  are  adopted  from  the  exigency  of  the  spiritual  sentence  to  re-obtain  it;  or,  ; 
occasion,  or  the  peculiarity  of  the  case,  worse  still,  instead  of  asking  their  re-  j 
or  i>ec8nse  the  ends  of  justice,  or  the  view,  wheel  them  off  to  the  civil  bar  to 
vindication  of  their  own  supremacy  over  listen  to  it  there.  To  take  away  or  tc 
its  individual  members  for  the  common  send  back  some  cases  to  endure  their  foil 
benefit,  all  seem  to  them  to  require  it.  worry  of  forms,  would  be  little  etee  than 
They  may  be  right  or  they  maybe  wrong  again  abandoning  Actseon  to  his  dogs, 
in  these  occasional  modifications  of  ordi-  It  is  but  the  old  fallacy  to  say  th*t 
nary  practice:  who  is  to  judge  hut  the  the  Civil Courtaonly review  tiiespiritnal 
appointed  tribunals  ?  or  who  to  obtain,  if  sentence  to  get  at  the  civil  coosequeaMi-   I 
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COSBE6FONDENCE; 


OUR  THEOLOGICAL  PEOFESSCffiS: 

Mr  Deae  Sir, — I  have  read,  with  much  And  whHe  eulogizing  the  ProfeBBora  and 

interest,  the  paper  contained  in  your  last,  the  Hall,  expressed  hie  decided  opinion 

on  the  Training  of  our  Theological  Stu-  that "  there  atould  be  no  union  of  Pulpito 

denta.     Without  making  any  conmients  and  ftofeaaora'  Chairs."    This  opinion, 

on  that  able  article,  I  beg  fo  solicit  your  expressed  by  an  enlightened  gentleman, 

attention,  for  a  little,  to  a  aubiect  nearly  in  the  presence  of  one  of  our  Professore, 

allied  to  it,  I  mean  the  position  of  our  and   fortified   by  reasons   of    no   little 

Professore  of  Divinity.  Therein  ft  question  weight,  deserves  more  than   a  passing 

BOmetimea  discussed  in  private,  though  attention,     This  gentleman,  it  may  be 

it  has  not  been  much  agitated  in  public,  presumed,  had  observed  the  exhaustiDg 

whether  our  esteemed  Professors  should  labours  and  the  distracting  cares,  of  the 

not  be  relieved  of  their  congregationaT  united  offices  ot  his  pastor ;  and,  perhaps 

duties,  and  be  permitted,  like  the  Pro-  (and  he  hinted  at  this  himself),  saw  eaeh 

feeson  of  the  Free  Church,  to  devote  portentous  symptoms  to  make  themselves 

Ihemselves  eielumvely  to  the  studies  and  manifest,  as  to  excite  our  fear,  that  no 

duties  of  their  jn'ofessoiships?    Without  vigour  of  constitution,  no  nobility  of 

venturing  a  very  strong  opinion,  I  think  spirit,  could  stand  the  t«ar  and  wear  ot 

that  enough  can  be  said  on  the  afBnna-  such  incessant  labours.     At  all  evente, 

tive  aide  of  the  queation,  to  render  it  the toIlowinglanguage,bearinguponthis 

worthy  of  ft  calm  and  attentive  eiamin-  point,  is  not  wrtbout  its  significancy. 

ation.  And  the  present  affords  an  oppor-  "Sure  I  am,"  says  he,  "that  few  men  who 

tunity  of  entering  upon  the  diseusBion  prepare  sermons,  and  preach  every  Sab- 

that,inmy  opinion,  ought  nottobealto-  bath  for  ten  months  in  the  year,  and 

gether  neglected.     It  has  been  recently  prepare'  lectures  and  dehver  them  every 

agitated  in  a  quarter  to  entitle  it  to  an  day  in  the  week,  for  the  remaining  tni> 

attentive  consideration.    On  the  evening  months,  by  way  of  holiday,  will  have  the 

of  the  26th  of  December,  the  congre-  gratification  of  celebratiDg  th»r  fiftieth 

gation  of  the  Gillespie  Church,  Dunferm-  anniversary." 

One,  celebrated  the  semi-jubilee  of  their  On  the  basis  of  such  an  opinion,  anch 

accompliBhedminister.DrM'Michael,  our  a  subject  may  well  be  discussed.  If,11iea, 

Professor  of  Church  History.     That  was  you  wiU  kindly  permit  me,  I  could  wist 

a  hannonious  and  a  happy  evening.    The  to  throw  out  a  few  auggeationa  upon  the 

congregation  presented  a  valuable  testi-  bearings  of  this  question  : — 

monial  to  their  pastor ;  and  the  speakers  1.  On  the  Professors. 

pud  high  and  just  complimen'te  to  the  2.  On  the  conduct  of  the  Hall. 

talente,  the  learning,  die  energy,  the  3.  On  the  Students  and  Preachers, 

unwearied  zeal  and  devotednesB,  and  the  4.  On  the  Church  in  general, 

affectionat*  dispositions  of  Dr  H'Michael.  With  sincere  wishes  for  success  in  yonr 

Now,  at  this  meeting,  the  preeea  of  the  useful  labours,  I  am.  My  Dear  Sir,  youre 

congregation  took  up  this  very  question,  very  truly,                                 Besh, 


DISTRIBUTION  OF-  PROBATIONERS. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  allow  me,  through  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  o( 

your  pages,  to  call  attention  to  an  irre-  three,  who  administer  their  trust,  I  be- 

gular  practice  which  is  creeping  into  Ueve,  with  the  greatest  integrity.    But 

vacant  congregations,  by  which,  unless  vacant  congregations  are  banning  W 

it  is  immediately  checked,  the  great  body  take  measures  to   snibvert  the  Synod 

of  the  preachers  of  our  Church  will  sub-  law,  and  render  the  impartiality  of  the 

tain  irreparable  injury?     By  the  law  of  committee   nugatory,    by  reserving  to 

the  Synod— a  law  obviously  just — every  themselves  a  number  of  Sabbaths  everj 

probationer  is  placed  on  an  equal  foot-  quarter,  and  making  private  arrange- 

ingjftnd  is  entitled  to  the  same  number  ments  with  preachers  for  these  unal- 

of    appointments    annually    to    vacant  lotted   Sabbaths,     The   consequence  is. 

oong^ations.    These  appointments  are  tliat  while  preachers  who  happen  to  have 
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bimdg  at  oonrt,  or  who  aie  supposed  to 
be  more  talented  than  the  rest,  receive 
more  than  tb^  share  ot  appointmente, 
-the  leBB  faTOured  brethren  being,  ot 
orarae,  depriTed  of  their  just  rights. 
One  preacher,  whose  word  I  can  roly 
on,  ioforCos  me  that  he  is  acquainted, 
nth  a  preacher  who,  by  such  means  as 
I  ii^re  referred  to,  was  in  one  year  in 
mm  vacant  chai^ee  than  he  was  for 
ihm  or  four  years,  I  myself  am  ac- 
i^QUDled  with  a  preacher  who  obtained 
■D  appointment  to  a  vacancy  imme' 
diateiy  after  license,  though  there  is  a 
spodical  role,  that,  to  give  all  the  stu- 
dcnU  licensed  on  a  dven  year  equal 
privileges,  no  one  shall  be  appointed  to 
iiacancy  till  tlie  month  of  April.  The 
griK  unfairness  ot  this  breach  of  the 
IruA'i  rules  needs  only  to  be  stated. 
A  ben  c(»i^egationa  retain  a  certain 
ooiDber  <rf  Sabbaths  to  be  filled  up  by 
piiTat«  arrangement,  it  is  onderstooa  by 
(!u  iBvsbytery  th&t  it  is  to  «iable  them 
WpnKUfB  a  hearing  of  settled  ministers, 
i^a  whom  the  committee  have  no  oon- 


trd  ;  but  it  was  never  contemplated  that 
this  liberty  should  be  so  greatly  abused, 
to  the  prejudice  of  tie  general  body  of 

Ereachers.  Vacant  congregations  should 
E  aware,  that  if  they  are  desirous  of 
obtaining  a  hearing  of  any  particular 
preacher,  the  legitimate  course  is  to 
apply  to  the  presbytery,  ly  whom  their 
request  will  be  transmitted  to  the  ccan- 
mittee,  to  be  granted  at  the  quarterly 
appointments.  Perhaps  the  most  simple 
check  on  the  practice  above  referred  to, 
would  be  to  enact  a  law,  enjoining  every 
preacher  to  send  to  the  committee,  before 
the  end  ot  the  quarter,  a  list  of  all  the 
vacant  congregations  in  which  he  has 

E reached  during  the  quarter ;  so  that,  if 
e  has  received  more  than  his  quota  iji 
one  part  of  the  year,  it  may  be  deducted 
in  the  next  allotment.  But  presbyteries 
may  at  once  avert,  the  evil,  by  refusing 
vacant  congregations  the  Uberty  to  pro- 
vide supply  for  themselves  by  private 
arrangement  with  preachers. 

A  Minister. 


€hi  d^lEonn. 


^  dijr  in  spring,  when  the  weather  was 
>K>Btlfnl  and  the  frait  trees  showed  one 
nauorbloBBom,  Goltkald,  walking  in  bis 
&<iea,  mi  feasting  hia  eyes  with  ifaeir 
■pleidmr,  made  the  following  observa- 
liwio  a  friend:  These  trees  bear  much 
Mrs  blossom  than  they  can  possibly  ripen 
inu  fmiL  This  shows  in  them  an  inward 
'■"i  Dstaral  diBposition  to  pay  liberally  for 
lb:  groimd  they  occapy,  bat  afterwards 
lit;  sre  more  or  less  hindered  by  outward 
cjrcunistiiicea  from  carrying  it  into  efieet. 
h  ii  the  Bame  with  good  men.  Ah,  me  1 
bow  lu^  how  keen,  how  many  thonsaad- 
^i,  are  often  their  good  resolntions  and 
iniird  desires  to  love  and  serve  the  Lord  I 
I  0  God,  we  hoar  them  cry,  had  I  the  love 
I  °'  >U  anffela  and  men,  it  should  bam  for 
ibeeilonel  Had  I  ten  tbonsand  hearts, 
"  Thee  should  they  be  consecrated  and 
l^iigDed  I  Had  I  the  tongues  of  all  man- 
kind, their  only  employment  shonld  be  to 
Nk  and  eitol  Thee,  O  God  of  glory. 
Wilh  whsi  alacrity  and  joy  I  will  hence- 
fonb  serve  Theel  Ah,  mel  why  did  I 
Ml  know  Thee  sooner,  O  Thou  pure  and 
eternal  love  I  Depart  from  me,  ye  tvildotrt, 
fi'lv^lctqUliecommandmealiofmi/God. 
[n.  Qds.  lis.)    At  such  a  time,  the  tree 


i«  in  fidl  blosaom ;  and  the  inward  impulee 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  constraining 
power  of  the  lore  of  Christ,  are  powerfnlly 
felt.  Scarce  a  tithe  of  the  blossom,  how- 
ever, ripens  into  fruit.  But  as  man,  not- 
withstanding, takes  pleasure  in  beholding 
it  npoD  the  tree,  so  does  God  delight  in  a 
heart  overflowing  with  fervour  and  holy 
resolutioDS,  and  in  the  fmiu  and  works  of 
righteonaneBB,  though  these  nay  at  flret  be 
few. 

O  liOid,  my  God  and  Father,  have 
patience  likewise  with  ne,  and  be  salisfled 
with  tbe  blossom^nd  poor  firstlings  of  my 
Christianity.  Do  Thon  also  purge  me, 
and  vonchaafe  to  mO  Thy  blessing,  that  I 
may  become  more  and  more  fruitful  and 
productive. —  Gettiold'a  Embkmt, 


Oni  instance  of  this,  which  we  shall  give 
as  a  specimen  of  many  others,  is  that  of 
Mr  Samuel  Jones,  who  was  ejected  from  a 
vicarage  in  South  Wales.  Dr  Lloyd, 
Bishop  of  Llandaff,  had  a  great  reepect 
for  him,  and  made  him  considerable  offers ; 
bat  the  more  he  conaidered  the  terms  of 
conformity,  the  less  he  liked  them.    We 
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■re  told  thnt  he  kbi  >  grent  philcaopKer,  a  round  the  tDl>i«ct  of  the  wcramMlf,  ud 

crmsiderable  nmslerof  the  LBtin  and  Greek  which  had  reached  ils  lull  bei^tht  in  tin 

ionises,  and  a  pretc;  good  OrientBliBl,  aa  aathomeddoctHneol  the  Church  of Rdiul 

excellent  casuUl,  well  read  in  the  modem  This  was  an  ach  ierement  which  LmLei 

ctintroverBJes,  and  a  very  useful  preacher,  never  fullj  reached,  either  in  rvgaid  10 

He  waa  a  Chrisiian  ofttie  primitive  stamp,  haptiam  or  ifae  Lord's  Supper.    Zwiiigle') 

always   meek    and    humble,  loving    and  rejection  of  the  whole  of  the  enoneom  . 

poaceable;  a  man  of  uncommon  pradenee  and  dangeroua  doctrine  in  regard  to  lie  , 

in  his  conduct.     He  was  a  great  euflerer  sacraments  which  had  been  inculcated  bj  j 

lor   Nuncunfortniiy,    was    freqni'nClj    im-  the   schoolmen,    and    sanctioned    by  IhcJ 

prisoned.      He    lived    till   ha  was    near  Chnrch  of  BQme,wa«,  inthe  circumsianceil 

seventy  years  of  age,  but   a   report  was  in  which  he  waa  placed,  one  of  thcmoul 

spread,  sometime  before  bis  death,  that  he  ardnoua  and  honourable,  and  in  its  conn- ' 

had  renounced  hia  Nonconformity.     On  qnencesoneofthemoetimporlantandbcne- 

BcCDunt  of  this  report,  he  sent  a  letter  to  a  Ucial,  intellectual  achievements  which  tbt 

friend  to  the  following  effect:—  history  of  the  church  records.     The  greit 

"I  was  a  little  surprised  by  your  last,  general  principles  by  which  Zuingle  vu 

But  the  father  of  lies  is  not  yet  dead.     I  guided  in  the  formation  and  prumnlgaliDD 

account  it  a  mercy  that  God  hath  thus  of  his  views  in  regard  to  the  BBcramenti 

lengthened  out  my  dying  life,  that  I  might  were  these:— 1st.  That  great  care  sboald 

vindicate,  not  so  muc^  my  own  little  name,  be  taken  to  avoid  anything  which  miglt 

as  the  great  name  of  the  holy  and  blessed  appear  to  trench  npon  the  free  grace  of 

God,  and  His  good  ways,  wherein  myfelf  God,  the  meritiiriooa  efficacy  ol  Chrisl'i 

and  Christian  friends  have   walked  with  work,   and  the  almighty  ageney  of  Hii 

peace   and   concord,   notwithstanding  alt  Spirit  in  bestowing  upon  men  all  spiritaii 

the  reproaches  and  sufleringe  we  met  with,  blessings  j  and,  2d,  That  whatever  ezteml 

I  declare  unto  you,  and  to  all  the  world,  means  of  grace  may  have  been  appointed 

as  in  the  words  of  a  dying  man,  that  I  had  and  in  whatever  way  iheae   meang  mt; 

not  at  the  lime  referred  to,  and  have  not  ordinarily  operate,  God  must  not  be  held  | 

since,  the  least  check  upon  my  coni-cience  lo  be  tied  or  restricted  in  the  commnnici- 

those  impositions  tbuiwere  then  made  the  thing  of  an  external  kind,  though  He  hu 
indispensHble  terms  of  communion  with  himself  appointed  and  prcrerihed  it ;  and, 
the  Church  of  England.  I  confeas  that  I  3d,  That  the  most  important  matter  can- 
had  then,  and  have  still,  a  veiy  honour-  nected  with  the  subject  of  the  sacramentt, 
able  respect  for  the  able  and  conscientious  is  the  state  of  mind  and  heart  of  th«  k- 
ministers  of  it.  Bui  to  declare  an  un-  cipient ;  and  that,  witb  reference  10  lliii. 
feigned  assent  and  consent,  etc.,  to  deny  the  esaenlial  thing  is,  that  the  state  df 
my  former  ordination,  to  swallow  several  mind  and  heart  of  the  recipient  sboild 
oaths,  and  to  crouch  under  the  burden  of  correspond  with  the  outward  act  whicli, 
the  other  imporiiiuns,  were  sncb  blocks,  in  participating  in  the  sacrament,  he  pe^ 
which  [he  law  had  laid  at  the  church's  fonncd.  Zwingle  was  deeply  peisnaded, 
door,  thai,  upon  mature  consideraiton,  I  that  the  right  mode  of  investigating  ihii 
■   "  '  '  s  not  to  follow  ihe  example  ol 


gthe 


i.agiDi 


and  livelihood,  ihough  to  gain  a  (dignity  or  to  devise  unwarranted,  extravagant,  aid 
preferment,  without  odious  hypocrisy,  and  nn intelligible  noliona  of  the  nature  and  , 
the  overthrowing  of  my  inward  peace,  effects  of  the  sacraments,  for  the  purpoK  i 
which  is,  and  ought  to  he,  dearer  to  me  of  making  them  more  awfol  and  more  in- 
ihan  my  very  life.  To  this  choice  I  wai  flnential,  but  to  trace  out  plainly  ainl 
then  led,  not   bj  the  examplea  of  other     simply  what  is  taught  and  indicated  ut 

■-'-■-     -      tiEgi((n   that     Scripture  regarding  ihem.    By  foUowioB 

This  is  the     out  this  course  conscientiously  and  judid- 

ying  friend."    onsiy,  ha  waaled,  in  the  first  place,  to  re- 

le  Two  Thofuai\d  Con/eaon  q/16G2.        pudiale  the  whole  huge  mass  of  absnrdil; 

and   heresy  which   the   fathers  and   ibo' 

schoolmen  had  accumulated  around  thif 
subject;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to  lay 
down  and  to  apply  the  three  great  genenl 
principles  aboVe  stated,  which  were  fitted 
It  was  in  the  highest  degree  honourable  not  only  to  exclude  much  grievous  error, 
to  Zwingle  that  he  io  entirely  threw  uff  but  to  bring  in  much  important  and  whole- 
the  huge  mss»  of  extravagant  ahaurdity  some  truth.  Zwingle,  in  theiie  wsys,  ren- 
and  nnintelllgible  mysticism  which,  from  dered  invaluable  service  to  the  Chnrcli, 
a  vety  earl;  p^od,  had  been  gathering    and  hat  perhaps  dono  more   Ibao   uy 
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other  sini^Ie  person  to  put  the  general 
nhjecl  of  Ihe  sacmnients  upon  B  Boand 
and  sure  rooting.— B.  F.  Eeang.  Raiiew. 


Dritr  pnta  tin  end  to  the  most  specions 
tiiles,  to  the  moat  dizzMn);  grandeur,  and 
to  the  most  deticiouB  iife  |  and  Ihe  thonghl 
or  this  period  of  haman  Ijlorj  reminds  me 
of  the  mrtaorable  action  or  a  prince,  who, 
nlthoufh  be  waa  a  heathen,  was  wiser  than 
manj  Christians — I  mean  the  great  Sala- 
dln.  After  he  had  subdaed  Bgfpt,  passed 
the  Euphrates,  and  conqnered  cities  with- 
out number ;  after  he  tiad  ntahm  Jem- 
iilem,  and  pcTfonned  exploits  more  than 
hntnan,  in  those  wars  wliieh  aaperstition 
lind  itirred  np  for  the  recovery  of  the 
Holj  land ;  he  finished  his  iife  in  rtie  pe»- 
foTniance  of  an  action  that  onght  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  moat  distant  posteritjr. 

A  moment  before  he  uttered  his  last 
■ij;b,  be  called  the  herald  who  had  carried 
klshanner  before  him  in  all  his  hacilea  ;  he 
commanded  him  to  faateo  to  the  top  of  a 


lance  the  ehrond  in  which  tliedfing  prince 
waa  siHin  to  he  buried. 

"Go,"  aaid  he,  "carry  tbia  lance,  nnfnrl 
this  banner,  and,  while  you  lift  np  this 
standard,  proclaim,  "Ptiis  is  all  that  re- 
mains tr>  Saladin  the  Great,  the  eonqneror 
and  the  kingof  the  empire,  of  all  hisglor;.'" 
Christiana,  1  perfurm  to-day  ihe  oSee  of 
this  herald.  I  fnKien  to  the  top  of  a  spear 
sensual  and  intelleeinal  pleasares,  worldly 
riches,  an<l  hoTnaii  honours.  All  these! 
rednce  to  the  piece  of  crape  in  which  yon 
will  shortly  he  hurled. 

Thia  standard  of  death  I  lift  up  In  yonr 
sight  and  1  cry— This,  this  is  all  that  will 
remain  to  yon  of  the  pusaessions  for  which 
you  exchanged  your  aonls.  Are  sich  pos- 
sessions too  gn-flt  ID  he  given  in  eichanga 
for  Buch  a  aiml  ?  Can  Ihe  idea  of  their 
perishing  nalnre  prexail  o»er  the  idea  of 
the  imniortaliiy  of  ihe  sonl  T  And  do  yon 
not  feel  the  truth  of  the  tent,  "  What  ahall 
a  man  "—a  rational  man,  a  imut  who  is 
comparing  eretnlij  with  lime — what  shall 
anch  a  man  "gire  in  exehange  for  his  soul." 
— Savrin. 
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Tsi  AioliBMBirT :  m  Bsali-tt,  Com- 
ftrtBNKaa,  xva  Extbwt.  By  B.  8. 
CisDLiaa.    3<1  Ed. 

Kibgn  mi  Suu,  London,  Edlnbnigh,  Bud  Kew 

The  uthor  of  this  book  is  no  ordinary 
niiD,  and  needs  no  pantgyric  from  us. 
He  has  long  heen  Itnown  throughout  the 
liiidand  the  Christian  world  as  one  of  the 
Ming  minds  in  the  Church  to  which  he 
'"longs.  He  had  no  small  share  in  origi- 
"•ling  ihat  Church  ;  and,  during  the  period 
"f  in  history,  he  has  taken  a  very  promi- 
Btnt  part  in  its  proceedings.  He  is,  be- 
"to,  one  of  the  most  popular  of  her 
preacbei-s ;  and  as  an  anthor,  too,  occupies 
ihigh  place  among  her  soita.  The  opinions 
teMty  such  a  man  will  exercise  an  Import- 
»"t  influence  in  the  denomination;  and 
I  ^f-'-Kf,  it  is  of  great  moment  that  any  views 
■  'Inch  he  may  publish,  should  he  earefully 
ituJied  and  anxiously  weighed  in  the 
*'-'i--is  of  the  sanctuary.    Tlie  volume 


l>efurB  OB  H 


llie 


s  regard 


of  the  controversy  on  the  siih- 
J«t  of  the  atonement  in  the  United  Prea- 
^'l«^Un  Church.  It  did  not  then  attract 
''"'I  much  attention,  and  probably  did 
"M  conduce,  in  any  great  degree,  to  the 
^itlement  of  the  question.  It  appears  now 
jn  »  form  bo  new,  and  greatly  enlarged, 
u>i  it  ii  almost  entitled  to  be  regarded  as  a 


new  treatise.  The  reaaoms  for  its  pnblitia- 
lion  in  its  present  form,  and  at  the  present 
time,  are  bia>ed  in  the  preface.  The  sub- 
ject of  discussion,  we  need  scarcely  say,  is 
one  of  the  most  iniportJni  that  can  cccnpT 
an  intelligent,  sinful  being.  Dr  Cendlish 
evidently  feels  this  thronjihoui;  and  this 
imparts  an  earnestneaa  and  solemnity  to 
his  whole  style  which  produces  a  corre- 
sponding influence  npnn  the  reader.  The 
author  introdnces  himself  to  his  theme 
by  comparing  the  formularies  of  the  He- 
formation  on  Ihe  points  in  qnestion,  as 
distinguished  from  those  of  the  Fatriatic 
Chtirch.  The  comparieon  is  interesting, 
and  leads  the  Doctor  into  a  short  history  of 
these  formidarics  and  their  contents.  Had 
he  entered  more  fully  into  (his  inTestlga- 
tlon  and  comparis<m.  lie  would  have  found 
thai  creeds  universally  take  their  character 
from  the  stale  of  opinion  which  prevails  in 
the  age  of  their  formation ;  particalarty 
fVom  Ihe  errors  which  are  prevnlen'l,  and 
againstwhich  they  are  de^igned  to  guard. 
ThoB  the  formularies  of  the  Ante-Hicene 
Church  are  fnlleat  and  most  particular  on 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  pass  over, 
with  slifiht  remark,  all  questions  regarding 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  atonement ; 
and  for  this  reason  errors  on  the  former 


progress  in  the  aecond  and  third  centuries. 


140  NOTICES  OF  NEW  POBLICATIONB. 

That  false  asd  fantutical  philMopbj  pro-  peiceire  also,  tliat  if  tbnt,  or  anythiiig  like 

teitged  to  deal  with  all  questions  connected  ttutt,  is  a  true  repreientatioo  of  iU  nature, 

with  the  nature  and  mode  of  the  Divine  the   qaestioa   of  its  extent  is  necesaarilj 

existence;  and  hence  the  Fathers  were  forced  npon   me.     I  cannot  help  mjaelf, 

called  tu  defend  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  ....  The  snbstiCntion  of  the  Son  of  God, 

from    the    heresies    introduced    bj    the  in  the  sense  and  for  the  pnrptise  row  de- 

Qnostics.      On   tbe  other  hand,  tbe  Be-  fined,  is  it  for  all  men?  and  if  not  fordl 

formers  were  called  to  deal  wiib  another  men,  then  how  is  it  deiormiued  for  whom 

form    of   error.      The    Boman    Caihulic  it  is?"    And  aHei  a  few  more  remarks  oi 

Church  was  comparatively  soand  on  the  a  similar  character,  the   question   coiii» 

doctrine  of  the  Trinity.    Bnt  it  had  fallen  up,  "  How  am  I  to  regard  that  univertal 

into  grievoas  error  on  all  questions  con-  otferofafreeand  full  salvation, based  up«n 

nected  with  the  ground  and  manner  of  the  the  atonement,  which  is  So  nnreservedlj 

sinner's  acceptance  in  (he  sight  of  God.  and  earnestly  announced  in  the  GoBpelf 

The  doctrine   of  the   atonement,  if  not  After  snch  a  statement,  the  reader  ni- 

eudrely  denied,  was  bo  covered  uver  and  inrally  expects  that  Dr  Candtish  will  pio- 

coDcealed  with  the  rubbish  of  goed  works  eeed  to  discuss  the  satiae  of  the  atonemeoi, 

and  supererogatory  merit  of  saints,  that  and  then  go  on  to  the  question  of  its  a- 

the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  alone  lent.    And  we  think  that  thliconrse  would 

in  Uim  who  made  atonement  was  so  com-  have    freed  hin  from  some    embarrui- 

pletely  set   aside,  that    tbese   two  grand  ments,  which  manifestly  impede  bia  «)j 

points  became  the  watchwords  of  the  Ke-  in  some  subsequent  parts  of  the  discut- 

tormation.     And   when   the   Proteslanls'  sion.    Instead  of  taking  up   tbe   Bubjeci 

Confessions  were  published,  they  neces-  in  the  order  now  Indicated,  Dr  Candlish 

sarily  held  forth  in  greater  clearness  and  proceeds,  in  the  third  chapter,  to  discoii 

fulness  the  doctrines  of  the  Divine  sove-  the  question  of  the  extent  of  the  stone- 

reignty, — sin,  its  demerit,  gnilt,  and  jndg-  ment;  and  here  he  takes  op  in  order  » 

and  the  seriesof  passages  of  Scripture,  which  hais 


wa^  in  which  a  sinner  obtains  an  interest     been   held  by  the  supporters  of  a  general   ' 
init, — than  was  telt  to  he  necessaiT  by  tba     reference   of  the  atonement  to   eadoiM 
Fathers  of  the  Patristic  Charch.    This  his-     their 


torical  notice  is  followed  by  a  statement  of  In  such  a  notice  as  this,  and  with  the 
the  main  subject;  and  it  is  so  admirable,  limitedspaceatBigned  toua,Ltisimpo8Sible 
that,  though  somewhat  long,  we  must  give  it  to  follow  tbe  author  through  ihe  wholt  of 
in  [he  author's  own  words.  He  represents  these  passages.  The  object  of  Dr  Candlieh 
a  sinner  awakened  to  a  true  sense  of  his  sin  is,  to  show  that  not  one  of  them  teaches 
and  danger,  and  proceeds  : — "  I  desire  to  tbe  doctrine  of  a  universal  atonement,  or, 
know,  if  it  please  God  to  reveal  it,  as  1  re-  at  least,  that  they  may  be  all  intetpreted 
joice  to  find  it  has  pleased  Him  to  reveal  in  pert^t  consistency  with  a  limited 
it,  what  it  is  thai  the  atonement  really  atonement.  But,  keeping  out  of  view,  ai 
does  for  BDCh  a  one  as  I  am^a  sinner  in  present,  altogelber,  the  question  of  the  ex- 
the  sight  of  a  holy  God— a  criminal  at  the  tent  of  the  atonement,  we  must  express  onr 
bar  of  a  righteous  Judge,  la  it  a  real  strong  conviction  that  the  able  and  eio- 
judicial  transaction,  in  which  an  infinitely  queuL  author  bas  wholly  failed  in  bringing 
sufficient  substitute  realty  and  actually  out  the  real  meaning  of  not  a  few  of  the 
takes  the  place  of  the  breakers  of  God's  paseages  which  be  professes  to  expound, 
law,  and  consents,  in  their  stead,  to  fulfil  We  submit  tbe  proof  of  this  assertion.  On 
tbe  obligations  which  they  have  failed,  and  that  most  impressive  passage  in  2  Cor. 
must  ever  fail,  lo  fulfil ;  and  to  suffer  in  v.  14,  15, — "For  the  love  of  Christ  con- 
HiB  own  person  the  penalty  of  their  dis-  straineth  us  ;  because  we  thus  judge,  that 
obedience,  taking  upon  Himself  their  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead : 
responsibiiities,  having  their  guilt  reckoned  and  He  died  for  all,  that  they  who  live 
to  His  account,  and  submitting  to  be  so  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  tbem- 
dealt  with,  in  the  character  and  capacity  Bclves,  but  unto  Him  who  died  for  them, 
of  their  Ijiepresentative,  as  to  meet  that  and  rose  again," — be  makes  tbe  following 
necessity  of  punishment  which  otherwise  remarks:— "There  the  Apostle's  theme  is 
must  have  entailed  upon  them  retribution  the  union  and  identification  of  believers 
without  redress  or  remedy?  Is  that  the  with  Christ  in  His  death  and  in  His  life. 
sort  of  atonement  which  a  gracious  Father  Hence  it  is  lo  his  purpose  to  argue  thus  : 
has  provided,  in  the  voluntary  incarnation.  First,  '  if  one  died  for  all,  then  wf  re  all 
life,  sufferings,  and  death  of  His  only-be-  dead ; '  all  became  dead,  or  literalt;-  died, 
gotten  and  wetl-beloved  Son  for  His  — namely,  in  and  with  Him,  through  par- 
children,  who,  like  me,  have  rebelled  ticipalion  in  His  death.  And  secondly, 
against  Him  ?  Certainly  I  feel  at  once  it  '  lie  died  for  alt,  that  they  who  live'- the 
is  such  u  to  meet  my  case.    Bnt  I  soon  llTing — those  who,  through  participatiou 


ib,Google 


NOTICES  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 


142 

ths  fifteenth  ehapterbr  John.  Doeilbe 
fhiiE  which  the  Saiiour  desirei  to  be 
brODght  forth  bj  Hib  disciplea  not  drpend 
more  npOQ  the  efficacy  of  the  atoneinent, 
M  applied  to  Ihem,  than   upon  anj  quei- 


tlon 


mgit 


Bdi,  without  dwelling  on  the«e  poinu  at 
greaier  length,  we  procfed  to  make  ■  few 
remarks  on  chapters  fifth  and  sixth,  in 
wbichoiirBUlhorbringBouthiaviewiuiithe 
natnre  of  that  atonann-nt  which  wa«  made 
for  sinners  wlien  the  Redeemer  shed  His 
Mood  for  them.  Anil,  while  we  might  hkve 
Bxpected  that  thig  ali-imporiant.  subject 
vonld  haveheen  taken  iipacan  earlier  mage 
of  the  diBCua-ion,  we  have  only  to  say  re- 
garding ii,  that  we  have  read  llie  cbapiera, 
BUd  re-read  manv  portiunsof  ihem.wiiliun- 
mingled  saliGlaclioD.  Dr  Candlieh  founds 
his  argament  on  Hebrene  ix.  13,  14,  and 
shows  that  onr  Lord's  sufferings  were  sub- 
Btitutionary  and  propitiatory, — thiit  ibey 
were  of  iafiniie  intrinsic  worth,  value,  and 
^cacy,— that  they  purge  the  cousciunce 
fiota  dead  works,  and  purge  it  fur  the 
"service  of  the  living  God."  These  points 
are  clearly  eatabliebed  from  a  coiisidci'a- 
tion  of  the  nature  and  efficacy  oF  the  Old 
TeeWmeiit  sacrifices,  and  the  use  of  ihe 
•shea  of  the  heifer.  Thereaauning  from  the 
blood  of  the  Old  Teatameni  sacrificrs  to 
the  shed  blood  of  the  Kedeemer,  is  clear, 
cogent,  eloquent,  and  conclusive.  In  many 
paseages  the  aathor  rises  into  impassioned 
eloquence ;  and  especially  towards  the 
close,  evidently  throwing  himself  free  from 
all  restraint,  he  sees  nothing  bat  the  blood 
of  Christ,  offered  through  the  Elemai 
Spirit  without  spot  to  God,  to  redeem 
mnfal  men  from  wrath  end  woe ;  places 
himself  by  the  side  of  the  i^oss,  and  ap- 
peals to  the  sinner.  "  See !  the  veil  is  rent 
in  twain.  The  inner  glory  of  the  house  is 
disclosed.  There  is  the  Holy  One,  shin- 
ing forth  from  between  the  cherubim, 
over  the  mercy-feat,  pacified  towards  you; 
for  the  High  Priest  has  entered  in,  not 
with  the  blood  of  others,  but  His  own. 
See  the  heavens  opened,' and  Jeeus  at  the 
right  hand  of  God.  Look  I  He  beckons 
to  you, — He  invites  you  to  draw  near. 
Hark  I  He  calls:  ■  Come  unto  Me,  all  ye 
that  labour,  and  are  heary-hiden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest."  Sinner,  whosoever 
^ou  arl,  1  tell  thee  that  Christ  is  come 
out  of  that  holy  place  for  thee  this  day. 
ItisI.Hesays:  be  not  afraid.    He  would 

-  with  Him  into  that  rest  of  His.  No  guilt 
of  thine  need  hinder  iliee,  for  His  blood 
cleanses  from  it  all.  No  law  can  challenge 
tface,  for  He  answers  for  ell.  Wilt  thou 
not  suffer  Him  7  Arise  !  Awake  !  The 
Master  is  come,  and  colleth  for  lliec."  This 
is  eloquent,  earnest  pleading.    Tliis  closes 


the  first  part  oflhe  volume.  Inlbci 
the  question  ii  viewed  in  its  ptsctia 
tioQ  to  the  Gospel  call,  and  Ibe  utt 
of  it  by  faith. 

But  ODT  limits  are  already  gifll 
cecded.  We  may  take  up  this  fa 
the  treatise  at  anoiber  time.  In  the 
timet  we  close  by  heartily  exptestj 
admiration  of  the  talent  displaytd 
work,  though  we  think  it  deteciin 
view  of  tbe  atonement ;  and  noa 
the  respected  author  to  ponder  ik 
eluding  seDl«nce,  —  God,  in  the 
call,  often  fall  and  fre«  pardon  I 
si'aner.  Ho  excepts  none,  —  no  ) 
colour, nocharacter,  no  clime,— Qc; 
the  blessing  npon  each  and  ail.  Id 
of  all  hns  nal,  in  some  sense,  hn 
then  does  not  God  offer  forgim 
sinners  for  whose  iin  no  ataueai 
made? 

Is  not  the  foltowinfc  the  Ecripn 
connt  of  the  mailer,  and  does  ii  I 
a  clear  foundation  for  the  univeni 
pel  call?  The  Lord  Jesns  Christ! 
our  natnre, — cBiue  in  the  likenesij 
flesh,  and,  by  His  snfferings  ant 
made  an  atonement  wii  b  Ihe  sped 
pose  of  securing  the  salvation  d 
(liven  to  Him  by  the  Father  in  dl 
lasting  covenant.  He  died  for  | 
specially  for  them.  But  io  doingi 
(0  satisfied  Divine  justice,  and.^ 
the  curie  of  the  law  ;  and  so  gloiil 
Divine  character,  and  vindicated  A 
government  of  the  Great  Lawgiw 
render  it  not  only  just,  hot  >bi 
glorifying  to  the  Divine  chiracl 
government,  to  bestow  a  foil  sadf 
vation  vpcn  any  mail,  on  e^ay  met,' 
to  God  by  Uim.  This  we  hold  u 
scriptural  representation  of  the  iiiB 
extent  of  the  atonement  made  foil 
by  the6onof  God.  Anditistbisl 
the  matter  which  bannonizes  sill 
clarations  of  Scripture  in  reference 


MBHOIR  Of  THE  Bbt.  John  Uus 
Minister  of  the  United  Presbyierii 
sion  Church,  Cowcaddena,  Glit^ 
eluding  Selections  from  his  Lea' 
Sermons.  By  the  Hev.  Fsiei 
Stralhaven;  with  Prefatory  Soi 
Jobs  Eadie,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Frofti 
Biblical  Literainrc,  United  Frtti] 
Church, 

Glugnw  :  llBUrice  Oglt  ud  Sfflv 
It  has  rarely  been  our  lot  to  eocoii 
piece  of  more  genuine  work  than  il 
mulr  of  which  me  propose  at  pre* 
submit  some  brief  account  to  onr  n 
Mr  Mselaren  was  the  vonog,  bur 
irofiheCortcaddMsS 
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ternary  eat  regnare — '  to  lerre  is  10  teign.' 
Let  as  seek  to  count  it  honoar,  sod  feel  it 
happinesB,  to  labour  for  Him  who  for  our 
sakes  hecameveri/  poor." — P.  89. 

The  memoir  eparklca  with  illoslratioas 
of  hia  devotedness,  but  we  cnutent  onr- 
Gelrea  by  referring  to  one  which  carrieB  its 
own  evidence  io  its  hand.  The  second 
sermon  in  the  cinater  c>f  foar  at  the  end  of 
the  volume  was  preached  to  his  little  Sock, 
in  November  '54.  At  the  communian  tub- 
ttguent  to  that,  the  membership  was  tmly 
ilartn-foar.  And  for  this  little  handful^ 
gathered  out  of  a  district  inhabited  by  poor 
and  humble  artisans,  and  assembled  in  a 
dingj,  nuccimfoitable  hall,  he  prepared  this 
fine  discourse,— a  discourse  surpassed  in 
pnre  and  lofty  eloqnence  bj  none  we  ever 
listened  to,  and  delivered,  we  venture  to 
assert,  with  a  humble  conviction  that  it 
wan  not  nearly  good  enough  fir  hit  audience. 
"  The  people  of  that  district  pot  sustenance 
of  the  very  beat  quality  in  the  lend.  He 
bestowed  all  his  powers  on  them,  and  gave 
them  his  very  best." — P.  97.  .  .  .  "He 
look  hold  of  the  distriet  with  his  own  hand. 
He  instituted  a  Christian  Visitors'  Society. 
It  was  very  useful,  yet  mainly  as  an  in- 
stmment  for  himself  to  cultivate.  He  met 
with  the  visitors  regularly  to  compare 
notes.  They  referred  every  case  to  him, 
and,  as  one  of  them  writes  to  me,  the  great 
burden  of  the  wMk  fell  apon  himself. "—P. 
95. 

It  was  only  a  natoral  consequence  of 
this  entire  conaecrntion  to  his  work,  that 
bis  relation  to  his  flodt  was  wholly  free 
f^om  the  unhappy  brand  ofcoDdesceiiding- 
neaa  which  mars  what  might  otherwise  be 
excellent  work  in  so  many  direcliona  at 
present.  Never  by  word,  or  look,  or  gea- 
ture,  did  he  alloivhis  flock  to  feel  that  lAey 
were  of  "  the  masses,"  or  "  the  lower 
ordera,"  or  "  a  taission  district  popnln- 
tion."  Christ  did  not  apeak  i/oicn  lo  the 
people  of  Galileo.  "  He  made  Hmsdf(not 
his  hearers)  of  no  reputation."  And  Mr 
Maclaren,  in  this,  as  in  so  many  other 
things,  copied  his  Master.  "  Very  notice- 
able was  his  treatment  of  the  poor.  It  was 
equally  removed  from  a  cundeacen ding  air 
and  front  a  vulgar  familiarity,  both  of 
which  were  utterly  foreign  to  his  nature. 
It  was  trne  human  respect,  it  was  more — 
it  was  reLigiooB  regard  and  love.  He  had 
the  finest  aenaibilitj  to  the  feelings  of 
others.  If  it  was  to  a  poor  man's  funeral 
he  was  asked,  to  that,  at  any  trouble  to 
himself,  he  would  go.  If  it  wcu  very  poor 
people  mho  came  tn  hii  hmue  to  be  married, 
for  them  hi  dressed  with  special  care.  No 
poor  man  or  woman  ever  felt  slighted  by 
him.  With  the  poorest  of  the  poor  be 
would  stand  on  the  street,  shake  hands, 
and  speak  earnestly  and  beaniiy  ;    .    ,    . 


and  it  was  something  odd  to  notice  ho*, 
as,  in  his  kind  and  sincere  way,  he  '  BintcT 
some  c«binan,  porter,  or  poor  man,  uid 
cabman  or  others  would  suddenly  shon  > 
strange  deference  and  respect,  for  aii  I  bg 
felt  that  the  heart  of  a  noble  brotherapolc  . 
to  him."— P.  9*.  i 

His  remarkable  power  in  gptritnal  cot- 
versatioD  was  another  element  in  bia  sut  I 
ceas.  Nobody  could  come  into  conuaj 
with  him  without  feeling  this  power.  BiJ 
conversation  came  forth  furnished  vlllil 
hands,  feet,  and  eyes,  and  looked  right  iniol 
your  thought,  and,  if  worthy,  cordiallt 
grasped  it,  or,  ifunwoithy,  marched  it,  will 
your  own  consent,  out  of  the,  way.  Asd 
when  all  was  over,  you  were  richer,  bip- 
pier,  better,  for  the  intercourse.  "People 
felt  that  a  power  had  beet)  upon  ihem 
which  gave  a  good  and  healthy  shock  lo 
their  nature,  and  amote  open  a  spring  of 
strange  fresbneas  in  their  liyes.  .  .  . 
Godliness  had  became  his  natDie,  ai 
neither  anlcwardl;  nor  sideways  did  it 
-deal  with  souls,  but  with  aach  heartiDrH 
and  directness,  with  such  breadth  andfil- 
ness,  with  snch  candour  and  eameatnut 
with  such  manliness  and  might,  that  n)aiij 
have  said,  and  many  more  have  fell  tbii 
for  the  first  time  in  their  life,  they  vrtre 
sensible  that  here  was  a  genuine  msD  of 
God."— P.  90. 

"  This  divine  hoe  in  hia  whole  characia, 
this  divine  air  about  him,  gave  him  im- 
mense power.  It  was  God's  power  in  bin. 
People  at  once  perceived  his  great  deligln 
in  prayer.  Oh  f  it  was  prayer — somelbing 
he  bad  not  got,  which  no  man  could  pel, 
by  imitation  or  mere  reflection,  but  vbicli 
he  had  drawn  into  his  heart  from  the  li'- 
ing  heart  of  God  and  returned  lo  God'i 
heart  again.  It  had  the  nnmistakcible 
ring  and  idiom  of  the  heaven  it  spm^. 
from,  and  transferred  the  listener  to  iIhI 
country  of  its  birth  and  the  scenes  of  iu 
home,  and  to  the  throne  of  the  el^ntl 
Cod."— P.  100. 

But  of  course  his  great  excellence,  i" 
relation  to  his  work,  was  his  presching. 
Let  any  man,  accustomed  to  compose  fa' 
the  pulpit,  consider  the  labonr  and  poHR 
displayed  in  that  noble  commanion  ser- 
mon, "Christ  Crowned  with  Thorns."  IV 
less  he  were  told,  he  would  never  discovel 
that  the  conception,  so  rich,  so  simple,  so 
complete,  which  underlies  that  sermon— 
or  the  warm  and  glowing  utterances  wliith 
build  it  up,  proceeded  from  a  man  so  young 
in  ministerial  work  as  its  preacher  iben 
was.  But  the  air  of  matured  enperiooco 
it  diaplays,  is  simply  the  garb  of  the  d'- 
tural  and  spiritnal  power  of  the  man  wlio 
composed  it.  Great  though  the  seroon 
unquestionably  is,  in  all  ihe  elemenlt  of 
good  preaching,  it  was  not  the  greatest  Is 
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tiie  aditor  of  tbia  little  maonal  beapeaki 
for  it  ■  sKare  of  public  faronr,  ni  a  coin- 
pendinm  of  the  best  of  all  liisloriai.  It 
pTewDti  in  oDlline  (be  leadins  eventi  id 
the  Bible  record,  and  briefly  sketelieB  the 
Uvea  of  the  more  promuieiiC  Scripture 
thancteit.  It  ii  written  in  laDKnage 
chiefly  seriptnnJ,  and  sufficiently  aimple 
to  be  intelligible  and  intereaticg  to  yoang 
children,  while  each  chapter  is  followed  bj 
A  aerlea  of  qaeationa  to  facilitate  examina- 
tfoD  on  the  text.  The  chaptera  coDDecting 
the  Old  and  New  Teatamenta,  and  con- 
tinoing  the  biitory  of  the  Jbwi  to  the  fall 
af  Jernaaiem,  are  valnable  featiirea  in  the 
book.  We  think  it  ia  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion  of  teacben. 

The  Cabdbosi  C*he  :  or,  the  Natare 
and  Limits  of  Civil  Interference  with 
Eocleetastical  Procedure.    By  the  Iter. 

A>DBBir  BOBEBiaOB,  StOIT. 

Edlnbnig)!:  JnnuTtalD. 
Thii  fa  a  very  able  and  well-timed  pro- 
duction. It  is  the  very  thing,  we  appre- 
hend, whicli  waa  needed  t  o  diapel  the 
miata  which  have  recently  been  coming 
down  on  the  subject  to  which  It  relatea, 
and  to  remove  thoie  anxieties  in  reference 
to  the  Ubeitiea  of  nan -established  churches 
which  seem  to  dislresa  many  frieuda  of 
jure  Christianity  in  our  land  and  in  our 
IJhnreh.  The  anthor  proves  himself  a 
maater  in  qaestioiia  liable  to  emerge  on 
Ae  bordera  of  what  ia  called  aptritual  and 
civil  jurisdiction,  and  seta  before  ua  clearly, 
And  to  our  minds  convincingly,  both  how 
6a  civil  conrta  have  a  right  to  travel  in 
eccleaiaatical  matters,  and  where  tbey 
must  stop.  With  pdnciplea  and  facts  in 
aucb  questions  he  is  equally  at  home ;  and 
we  hariily  think  thai  any  unprejudiced 
reader  can  fail  to  go  along  with  him  in  hia 
lucid  and  maaterlj  discuaaion. 

Taking  the  Cardross  caie  aa  an  illustra- 
tion rather  than  as  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion, he  conaidera  briefly  the  three  points 
in  regard  to  which  (as  being  civil  in- 
tereata)  eccleaiaatical  piocedure  may  come 
under  the  aupeiriaion  of  the  courts  of  law, 
viz.,  diaracler,  proptrty,  ileA  official  emotu- 
mtati;  and  after  snowing  why,  and  when, 
and  bow,  the  civil  judge  is  obliged  by  his 
office  to  take  np  such  mattera,  when  they 
come  relevantly  before  him,  the  author 
givea  hig  general  argument  thus: — - 

"Thus,  in  acoordanca  with  thia  general 
principis  of  law,  wherever  a  manifeat  or  pal- 
pable violation  of  statutory  rule,  or  of  couBti- 
lutioDal  church  law  or  usage,  can  be  re- 
levantly charged,  the  civil  courts  may  inter- 
fere; buttheirinterierencowill  be  conflnedto 
Uie,  dslsnuisalioa  of  the  point,  whether  or 
pot  then  ba»  been  a  manifest  vielatioii  of  law 


or  na^B.    They  are  not  oourta  of  revfaw  in  I 
the  a[aritual  merits  of  eocksiastioal  procedure; 

modify  or  reveiaa  or  touch  a  n>iritual  sen- 
tence  im  flf  menti.     Nor  will  Uiey,  in  con. 

in  jud^ng  of  the  legal  pointa  snbmitt^  ro  I 
them,  take  their  own  views  of  what  ought  In 
be  the  laws  and  procedure  ot  church  conns.  I 
The  sola  and  eimpte  Inquiry  with  the  civi]  r 
Courts  IB,— What  are  the  rules  and  oaagefi  ofj 
the  churchea  themBelvee,  whose  procedorel 
they  are  called  to  Inve^^le  ?  If  thews  are  1 
not  in  opposition  to  the  law  of  the  land,  the 
judges  will  give  civil  effect  to  them  whnters  ■ 
they  may  be.  But  they  will  not  act  withoul  ' 
inquiry,  nor  suffer  themselvea  to  bo  made  Ik 
Hind  eiMutflTB  of  the  church's  will.  Were 
tboy  to  give  civil  effect  1o  church  senlenos,  j 
although  challenged  by  the  parties  against  ' 
whom  they  bear  as  being  tdtra  mrea  of  lbs  , 
lawB  and  constitutioa  of  the  churches  tbtm- 
eelvea,  without  nuking  judicial  inquiry  inio 


mere  slaves  cf  the  varicuB  religious  bwiifi  | 
that  exist,  or  might  yet  spread  themselrn  . 
over  the  land.  In  the  event  of  such  a  huniili.  . 
ating  system  of  ecclesiastical  servitude  beiee 
introduced  amongst  us,  the  striking  words  iH 
Lord  Ccckbum,  uaed  by  bim  in  guuding 
against  giving  to  kirk-sesslons  wiiBl  it 
thought  would  be  'an  absolute  licence  of  de- 
famation,' would  be  signally  verified.  Follcw 
>ut  thia  principle,  and 'the  whole 


studded  with  little  inquiaitii 
fatal,  but  irreepon  Bible,  cent 
any  safety,  except  he  who, 


i;  froi 


religious  denemint 

"  Thus  civil  courts,  if  Ibej  would  not  be 
the  blind  and  EubserviBnt  eieoutora  ot  the 
churches'  will,  but  the  enlightened  guardijiu 
of  the  civil  interests  of  the  subjects  of  Uie 


B  preferrei" 


The  following  is  a  pointed  and  bsppy 
illustration  of  the  peifect  conaistency  of 
this  reaaonable  aubj action  of  church 
couria  to  civil  anthorily,  with  all  ll» 
gpiritual  liberty  which  is  desirable,  or  in- 
deed attain  able — all  which  Dissenliag 
churches  now  possess,  and  which  the  in- 
terests of  religion  reqnire  them  to  pus- 

"  Feiinitt«d,  as  all  non-Estahhehed  denoni- 
natious  are,  to  frame  and  alter  aa  they  chiUH 
their  own  ecclesisstical  laws  and  GonstitutiDS, 
and  to  regulate  their  procedure  accordingly, 
—what  more  could  they  have  ?  or  what  tooni 
could  they  get  were  they  to  apply  Ui  Paiiia-- 
mentto  legislate  on  the  sobjeel?  TheL^is- 
lature  could  not  possibly  confer  more  freedoni  i 
and  were  it  to  make  the  attempt,  the  illenift 
woidd  destroy  the  very  freedom  they  possdMi. 
In  what  oonsistfi  the  entire  Iieedom  of  a  Vclou- 
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that  hu  Ihrown  Edinbnr^  into  tnrmoll,  proceeded  fhnn  the  liand  of  Crabbe,  dtcT 

and  *n  nnuitwerable  exhibiticni  of  the  Qalt,  or  any  other  word-painter  vbal«ier. 

Volnntaty  priodpU  in  reference  to  taxa-  Fouibl;  there  are  some  who  wonld  Iiiti 

tion  affecting  conMieDce.    If  fbe  letter  ha«  wished  smarethorongbljspirilnalpictDTi 

M  fludt,  it  u  ita  OTCi^aaTitj.  of  bii  father  than  Dr  Brown  hu  ihonuhl 


SoTPLKMnrTABT  CBATt^K  10  TBB  LlFI 


proper  orbeen  enabled  tc  „ 

r  hiimhlB  opinion,  ia  a  mistake. 


Letter  to  the  Rev.  John  cima,  D.D.  ?««■.  «^Sl^^^^\^^L^L^Z 

BjJohkBbowk,  M.D.     Second  Edl-  '"^'"'v^'k*'*  ^       w    ?         >,^ 

-jj  '  aomewbat  by  anrpnae.  -  Wo  know  wh» 

■  he  wM  in  relation  to  the  nnaeen— hi 

EdiDbuTgli:  EdmoiutaniuidDom^H.    18S1.  p„„ij  „o,   1,,^^   j^^    pj^gd    i^gh„  j, 

Tbb BnpplementatyCbaptertohisfather'*  that    reipect   than   hia  own    life,   ''  — 

"Life,"  bj-  Dr   Brown,    aomething  like  and  read  of  all  men,"  placed  him ;  um  ■ 

which  we  Tcntnred  to  inggeat  in  onr  notice  we    feel   that   in   thoae   pleasant   rani- 

of  Dr  Caima'  work  (hut  in  doing  whicb  niscencea    which    bia    aecompliBbed  iiin 

we  onlj  gave  mice  to  a  Tcrj  prevalent  baa  here  given,  be  baa  bronght  hiin  pd-  i 

feeling5i  1^  l"*^  been  receiTed.  Altboogh  pably  nearer  our  poor  humanity  witbMl  I 

thna  lale,  we  cannot  deny  onraelvea  tbe  compromiung  in  the  least  what  wu  ii  : 

pleasure  of  adding  otir  testimony  to  the  bint  of  tibe  ipiritnal  and  tbe  divine— mm 

many  teatimonieawbich  haveabeady  been  of  earth  hemaybave  made  him,  and  jri  | 

given    to    the   rare   excellence    of    the  not  one  whit  leM  of  heaven. 

pamphlet  —  the  remaikable  taate,  jndg-         We  regret  very  much  that  we  have  Hi 

ment,  and  ddieacy  with  which  it  haa  been  apace  to  give  extract!.    Probably  that  ii , 

written;  sa  well  as  our  tribute  of  gratitnde  nnneceaaaiy   now,  as   the    moat  of  ou 

■'         —  ■■  '  -      '■'   '  readera  will  have  by  thia  dmo  perroed  At 

"Chapter"  tbemielTei.      To  tbose  'kg 

a  tbe  character  and  have  not,  we  cordiUly  commend  it,  if,  ii>- 

iiiawi,   u-    ■»-   .-^.uuated  parent.      The  deed,  aDycommendationiaDeedediDiirii 

filial  band  is  manifeat  tbrongbont,  not  in  a  case.     It  is  one  of  thoae  books  wbicb,  lo 

any  broad  and  inditoriminate  laodation,  hefiin,   is  to  end,   for  it  hath  "itriLge 

but  nther  in  a  qiuet,  half-suppreaied  -nn-  power  of  speech,"  and  boldi  ui  to  the  lui ; 

dertoiM«f^Bipatl7,  whicb  leemi  almoet  and  even  wbea  it  is  done,  and  ita  grip  ii 

Afraid  of  becoming  too  obtraaive,  while  it  somewhat  reUxed,  we  feel   atill  moiiDK 

unconacionaly  betrays  by  its  veir  wari-  under  the  shadow  of  its  power,  "  uii« 

neiB,  in  this  respect,  tbe  luxtu  sobsisting  and  wiser  men." 

between  tbe  snbject  of  notice  and  tbe  hand  

S"!  ff'p'  S."  iH.,1%^  .".°ll""  P..M™.H,.nuKan..  BjA-L.Oi 
that  Dr  Brown  has  ever  done  anythinc  .    .,  -   urn.     -c-  „   _   i>'i_;.n' 

which,  in  a  Utemij  and  artistic  point  of        ^S^'S'"nT^^  .?.L  h?.,5«^^ 
viewTii  more  worthy  than  this.    G^erally  ^°^^   "Idols  m  tbe  Heart,   etc 

apeakiuK,  tbe  style  is  simple,  easy^  and  T.  Nei™  md  Sooi^  MfflbD^t,  Lma™,  u* 

flowing, — breaking  up  occasional^  into 

pleaaant  eparklea  «f  hamont  or  pathos,  Lmu  Lilli'b  Tna.TEi«. 

wben   the   light   becomes    coloured   with  t.  Ndton  und  Stmi,  EcUobur^  LonAm.  fi 

prismatic  beasty,  like  the  thin  spray-clond  ^"f  Yoifc.    iseo. 

over  some  water-leap.  Tbe  stream  flows  on  TiaB  first  of  these  works  is  one  of  l1>w 

in  its  own  wild  way,  bappy  in  its  wander-  delightful  moial  tales  which  we  are  I^ 

ings,  Tunmng  into  every  creekandnooklet  peatedl*  receiving  from  tbe  prolific  pa 

which  it  finds  in  its  path,  and  washing  out  of  A.  L.  0.  E.    It  is  devoted  to  an  ei- 

of  tbem  some  little  leaflets  of  character,  hibition  of  the  iosidioos  and  injuriom  io' 

&owenofsentiment,orfmitsofexperience,  flnence  of  pride  on  the  individnsl  buri. 

which  else  had  been  left  in  their  darkness,  in  the  circle  of  home,  and  on  eociclj  it 

but  which  DOW  it  bears  aa  its  bosom,  and  loi^e.     The  story  is  welt  told,  and  ibe 

boUa  ap  lovingly  to  all  who  may  care  to  leuons  it  icontains  -are  cijcniated  tr'"" 
tee.    The       •  ■  '-                .        ..      - 


^^i 


The  midnwht  scene,  when  (he  first  a  deep  and  salntai;  impression,  cEpedallf 

t  daiknesa  fell  upon  the   family  at  on  the  young.    It  is  adapted,  however,  id 

'•r,    in    the    death    of   tbe    wnter's  readers  of  every  age,  as  it  is  needed  1? 

r,  haa  such  a  power  abont  it  as  re-  tbem ;  and  we  cordially  commend  it  u  • 

minds  one  of  some  of  tbe  boldest  strokes  book  whicb  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  every 

of  Charlotte  Broni^;  while  the  portrait  of  household. 

"Uncle  Johnston,"    and  of  those  other         "Little  Lilly's  Travels"  is  a  lively  lil'' 

"lights"  of  the  period  wbom  be  photo-  book  for  the  youog,  giving  a  rapid  acconii 

graphs,  may  stand  beside  anything  that  has  of  a  continental  trip,  in  wbicb  the  F'P* 
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them  in  a  daj  to  the  Ibrons  of  grace  7  ing  lAia  little  book,  that  Mr  S^Dlajaoa   ' 

What  meanelD  ths  conference    Te«entlj  ahonld  alloir  biniaeir  to  appear  so  ield«n 

held,  io*ilentlf  coDvened,  eo  ■ignallT'  hal-  in  print.     His  present  Teotore  ha>  been 

lowed  f    What  but  the  groan*  of  a  perish-  made   at   the  argent   loliciCation  of  ibe 

in;  world,  broQgbt  the  peer  &am  human*  session  of  Ko*e   Street,  and  others  who 

rion,  the  merchant  ftom  his  gains,  iheniit-  heard  the  lecture  delirered.    In  making 

sionary  from  his  needed  reel,  the  paator  snch  a  reqnest  of  their  minister,  the  ces- 

ftom  his  flock,  that  with  one  accord  thej  sion  have  shown  both  judgment  and  tuie ; 

might  derisB  methods  for  'kindling  a  mis-  and  we  tmst  that,  although  it  is  intended  , 

•ioaaiy  spirit  in  the  Church  of  Christ F  only  for  prirate  circulation,   it   will  ere. 

Sorely  these  are  the  harbingers  of  a  glori-  long  be  drawn  out,  as  it  deserves,  into  a ' 

ons  day  about  to  be  ushered  in.     Church  far  wider  field.    For  those  who  wish  to  be 

of  oar  God  t  Prepare  the  way  for  thy  Mai-  informed  with  little  trouble  of  the  eienu 

ter*!  coming.    Cost  up,  take  up  the  stum-  of  the  period,  and  to  be  pet  into  a  proper 

bling-blocks  oat  of  the  way.    Let  discord  stand-point  from  which   to  regard  thtm, 

cease,  and  apathy  end,  and  worldliaesB  do-  we  can  imagine  nothing  better  than  this. 

port,  aud  sectarian  bigotry  wither  and  die.  It  is  beautifully  printed  on  toned  paper. 

Strong  be  thy  faith,  Doited  he  thy  prayers,  and  is  altogether  pleowBt  to  bandle,  inii 

rich  be  the  tribute  laid  at  His  feet )  active  most  bracing  aud  instmclire  to  read. 

be  all  thy  members  in  handling  the  siekle  

and  reapiug  the  harrest ;  that,  wheo  He  Siustbi  ox  Chbibtiab  CBOSAOTXa.    S; 

Cometh,  no  signs  of  disappointment  may  Bitha    Fox.      With   UlostrMioDs  bj 

mark  His  brow,  bnt  He  may  see  of  the  tra-  James  Godwin. 

rail  of  Hii  sonl  and  he  satisfied."  Lcmdoo ;  jush  Setg  ud  Sons. 

TBii  is  a  beautiful  book  in  all  respect!, 

Tbi  Bkiiuh  Huald  for  January  and  exceedingly  tasteful  in  its  "gettirg  up," 
February  1861.  and  internally  worthy  of  its  outward  ele- 
LoDdon  1  Junes  NLitwc  SDd  Co.  gance.     It  consists  of  a   variety  of  bio- 
Taw   is  a   new  candidate   for   ptqmlar  graphical  sketches  iJIosiratiYe  of  rariooj 
faTonr.    It  is  edited  by  the  Eev.  W.  Beid,  P'""«8  °f  character,  and  taken  from  Torions 
late  editor  of  the  £«(i*l  3/«JBO>aer.    As  ages  and  countries.    The  headings  of  ihe   : 
the  pablic  are  not  aware  of  the  circum-  chapters   are  somewhat  fanciful,  bnlnol   ; 
stances  which  caused  Mr  Keid  to  withdraw  'ffeeled  ;  there  is  even  a  gleam  of  poetij 
from  the  Mttaengtr  and  start  the  Herald,  "'  'O"^  °f  thorn— as,  for  example,  "The 
they  will  judge  of  the  new  periodical  on  -^""P  '°  "e  Ceil,     which  takes  np  Ite 
it*  own  merits.    Almost  the  whole  articles  '""'7   "'  *''^   Venerable  Bede  ;    "  Sigoil 
in  the  first  two  unnibers  are  original,  and  of  ^'"eh"  illustrated  in  the  cases  of  Huss  and 
superior  literary  ability.     Should  the  sue-  Jerome;  "WateherafDriheDa*ii,"anione 
ceedicg  numbers  be  equal  to  the  Gist  two,  "homWeselandWesselstandprc-eminenr. 
the  Straldirill  deserve  success,  and  thai  i^inong   the   other  chapters  are  — "The 
is  the  sore  war  to  Koio  it  Fnendshipg  of  the  He  form  a  lion,"  "The 
'       _         '  Artists  of  the  Reformation,"  "TbeCoblet- 
Poet  of  Suremberg,"  "The  Fair  Pietist," 
SuiTCH  or  THE  Scoman  Hsf  o&hittob  :  nainelj,  Madame  Gayon,  etc.     The  work 
An  Address  delivered  in  Rose  Street  is  from  no  unpractised  pen, -being  charac-    ' 
Chnrch,  Edinburgh,  on  the  2oth  Deo.  teriied  by  considerable  literary  taste  ind    i 
1860.   By  the  Bev.  Thokib  FtNL^iaoB.  finish.    We  consider  it  well  worthy  of  in 
Edlnbugii:  T.  CoDiUible.  atientiTeperasal,and  cordially  recommend 
Wa  have  great  pleaiore  in  calling  atten-  '*'                                                                      ! 

tion  lo  this  sketch.    The  writer  of  this  

notice  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  it  de-  I''>bc.b  Tkaitb  os  Eiholt  Mek  ;  or,  Fic- 
Irrered  to  the  eongregatioa,  and  be  bears  '"''^^  ""^  Anecdotes  of  Enropean  Bis- 
willing  testimony  to  the  powerful  impres-  ^°1>  "''''  ■  Bird'a-eye  View  of  the 
Bion  which  it  iwoduced.  It  is  a  piece  of  Grander  Movements,  and  their  Leaders, 
densely  compacted  history,  and  yet  not  so  London:  Juuei  H(«g  ind  Soni. 
compacted  as  to  lose  pictorial  and  dra-  Thih  is  another  of  the  Messrs  Horn's  ele- 
matic  effect.  The  crowding  events  of  that  gant  volumes.  It  somewhat  resemhkl,  in 
pregnant  period  of  the  Beiorroation  are  its  subject  and  otherwise,  the  preceding, 
graphically  portrayed  )  their  relations  or  being  devoted  to  sketches  of  leading  men, 
interdependence  succinctly  bnt  clearly  indi-  stirring  historical  moments,  aad  their  assn- 
cated,  each  event  being  kept  in  its  pro^r  eiatedcharactaraandeirenmstances.  These 
place,  aad  the  whole  narrative  moviug  on  sketches  are  written  with  decided  abyity  ; 

.™m-tr,™.ii. -„.i  ......lii.  .„ :..  „„i_i...      ... ,...,  p^j  kDowledgo  ol' the Hiat- 

k  thsy  tMat,  KM  ore  well  cat 
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calat«d  to  iavett  with  MtrMtiTenen,  iit 
He  ejei  of  boib  old  nai  foang,  the  teenei 
ml  incidents  brnoriit  under  Teview,  all  of 
ihicb  link  in  with  tha  grwu  chain  of  Boro- 
peiQ  progregg  ud  cinlisatioa. 

Tm  Thiobt  AMD  PaicncB  of  Hajuioht 

i»D  CowosmoH;  being  ■  Mttoaal  for 
ibesseorStudenia.   BjSamdilBakk. 

A  daideratnu  of  th«  preient  itj  it  s 
■ork  on  the  theorj  and  practice  of  harmon; 
lor  thois  who  have  learned  to  aing  at/ighi. 
Sucli  1  voinme  matt  eombins  the  popolar 
■Lit  the  pbiJoBophical,  progreasing  nvm 
ibe  CorniBr,  which  ought  to  be  the  predo- 
mlniDt  element,  hj  eaiy  aad  lacceaiive 
Butiitiona.  The  pamphlet  before  ai  imkeB 
!■>  Inch  pretensions.  It  asserts  in  the  nre- 
!Kt  ihu  it  ia  not  intended  to  teaeh  tnih- 
011  lbs  aid  of  a  master.  Hr  Barr'a  work, 
■)ul«  toD  tecbsioal  M  be  appreciated  by 


those  eager  to  enter  the  temple  of  har- 
mony, is  tinged  with  slight  pecnliBritie% 
snfllcient  to  bar  its  adoption  aa  a  text-hook- 
by  TBgalar  teachers  oF  musical  composition. 
Itisdne  toMrBtUT,  howereT,  to  atMethM 
erideDce  is  given  of  thomngb  acquaintance' 
with  the  anttject  treated,  and  that  those 
who  master  the  language  of  the  seieDoe 
will  find  in  this  two-anilling  matiaal «  oood 
guide  to  composition  in  the  major  mode. 

Bkjuiobbb  BuMNiira  otxh  raa  Waia. 
By  R.  £,.  CuAxrixu), 
London :  Sundar  BchooJ  UnloiL 
A  BBBias  of  interesting  uarratiTes,  illat- 
tratinc  the  collateral  beueita  of  Sond^- 
achool  teaching,  and  designed  to  atimnlate 
and  encourage  (eoebeia  m  tbeir  work  of 
faith  and  lahourorioTe.    Simpde  and  nn< 
preieailUng  in  style,  it  bears  the  stamp  of 
truth,  and  is  worthy  of  a  perusal  by  tba 
class  whom  it  addresses. 


SHfellignirt.— ^BittJi  f  rMtii|tEriatt  itjurrjf. 


BavUt—Tiiie  presbytery  met  ou  the 
'"^  of  January — the  BeT.  Dr  Cairns, 
najnuor.  Ur  K.  lieitch  baring  finished 
*"  b  trials  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
>^))TEibyiery,  was  licensed  in  due  form. 
^Ii^liution  of  the  formation  of  Frovin- 
;^S/Dods  was  before  the  preabjtery ;  and 
u  m  agreed,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
lodenuor,  to  report  to  the  Committee  of 
Ejnol'that  the;  do  not  approve  of  their 
mittiaa  in  the  United  Fresbyt«rian 
CliqrdL  The  Rev,  Messrs  J.  Portwns, 
Means,  and  Taylor  were  eppoiuted  ■  Com- 
lulKc  on  gtatistics — Mr  Meams,  con- 
'iDtr.  The  nest  meeting  of  presbyteiy 
»«  appointed  for  Tuesday,  (he  19th  of 

Edinhvrgh.—Tbe  nsnal  monthly  meeting 
>u  held  on  Tuesday  the  Mh  ult.—the 
^'-  A.  Kutherford,  moderator.  Dr 
liomson  reported,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
uill«e  appointed  to  congregate  the  Uisaion 
Church  in  High  Street,  under  the  superin- 
>^<iesee  of  the  Bev.  A.  L.  Simpson,  that 
th  church  had  been  duly  congregated,  and 
"w  ihere  were  now  11!  members  on  the 
nil,  besides  35  applicants  for  membership, 
■Hifreceived,  would  make  up  a  total  of 
I*'  members.  The  aommittee  also  re- 
pdrted  that  the  attcndancs  on  ordinances 
*u  growing  at  a  lai^er  ratio  even  thau  the 
°ieinbenbip,  and  that  the  daily  collection 
"ersges  Bb.  6d.  per  Sabbath.  The  report 
*»■  adopted,  and  the  presbytery  agreed 
>^  recard  tbeir  gratification  at  tia  satisfac- 
>^7  progress  of  the  High  Street  Church. 
«'.  K.  QemmeU  gave  in  the  report  of  ^a 


committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
congregation  of  Mill-Qill  Church,  Ungsel- 
borgh,  whose  minister,  the  Rev.  Hr  Sclan- 
ders,  hod  sent  in  his  resignation  of  his 
charge  to  the  presbytery,  in  consequence 
of  ill-health.  The  report  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  congregation  bad  agreed  (o  give  a 
retiring  allowance  of  Ij.30  per  annnm  to 
Mr  Sclandera ;  and  the  committee  reeom- 
mend  that,  in  all  the  ciitenmstaacee  of  the 
case,  the  presbytery  should  sanction  the 
proposed  arrangement.  The  presbytery 
approved  of  the  report,  agreed  to  accept 
the  resignation  of  Mr  Sclandera,  and  ap' 
pointed  Mr  Imrie  to  preach  to  the  MUt- 
Hill  congregation,  Muaselbnrgh.  Rev. 
James  Bennie  gave  la  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  consider  what 
course  oaght  to  be  adopted  in  reference  to 
applications  for  moderations  in  calls  to 
miesion  churches.  The  committee  recom- 
mended that,  as  the  aabject  of  bome  mission 
ciiurcheB  waa  under  consideration  of  s 
committee  of  the  Synod,  the  following  miet 
should  ba  acted  npona^uitsrm.- — 1.  That, 
in  applications  for  moderations  in  calls  to 
misaion  churches,  it  be  laid  down  aa  a 
principle,  that  any  promise  from  societies 
or  individoala  external  to  theae  churches- 
for  stipend,  in  part  or  in  whole,  be  not  to 
any  individual  minister  or  probationer  hy 
name,  but  to  the  individual,  whoever  hfr' 
may  be,  called  by  ibe  congregatioo.  3. 
That  the  Misaion  Committee  in  connection 
with  whose  operations  the  application  for 
moderation  in  aoall  is  made,  shonld,  if  Ibey 
desire  it,  be  heard  as  parties  interested. 
The  committee  also  suggested  that  a  num- 
ber not  less  than  forty  aiiould  be  fix«d  U' 
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the  Damber  of  psnoni  neceisuy  to  form  §,  terjretolTed  to  matalD  the  application,  and 
mugion   congregation;    and    tbat   them  themodenUariruIiiitnictedtaflxtiialdU- 
■hoidd  b«  ■  siandina  committee  of  preahj-  coanes  for  Ur  Gludon  prerioiu  to  hii  or- 
terj  mppoin  ted,  with  whom  local  mUaion  dinuion.   The  dbcomlon  on  the  ntbjeet  i^ 
committees  might  advise  vho  should  take  miMioD  churchea  wm  resnmed.   Dr  Joicph 
the  general  gnperin  ten  deuce  of  home  mil-  Brown  laid,  thongfa  he  bad  no  particnfar 
■ion  work  within  Che  boands  of  the  pre*-  objection  to  the  ralei  themselves,  he  wu 
bjterj.    After  some  conversatioD,  it  wai  disposed  te  challenge  them  in  present  cii-  | 
agreed  to  allow  the  report  to  lie  on  (he  camstances,  and  u  bearing  upon  cues  in  j 
table  in  the  meentime.  It  was  then  agreed  which  tbe  presbjieij  had  alreadj  so  far! 
that,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  come  trarelled.    The  auhject  was  alio  under  con-l 
to  U  a  former  meeting,   the  presbytery  sideration  of  the  Synod,  and  he  begged  lol 
should  at  this  stage  hold  a  conference  as  to  move  chat  the  report  be  received,  but  ibsi ' 
the  propriety  of  memorializing  the  Synod  the  presbjlery  decline  further  consideretien 
to  appoiniaeommitteeon  publicqaestions,  of  the  subject  until  the  Synod  give  jud);- 
Mr  Q.  Laing  inbmicted  the  foUowiog  mo-  ment  in  reference  io  it.    Dr  Feddie,  Dr 
^on : — "  The  presbytery,  after  Cftrefnl  de-  Johniton,  and  others,  expressed  their  con- 
Uberation,  resolved  to  overture  the  Synod  cnrrence  in  this  motion,  which  was  agreed 
to  appoint  acommictee,  consisting  of  twelve  to.    A  petition  was  then  presented  to  the 
members,  to  watch  over  inch  pnbUc  ques-  presbytery,  ashing  them  to  moderate  in  i 
tiousos^national  fasts,  the  new  Edinborgh  call   to   the  Ponsborgh   Mission  ChDrcb, 
Annuity-tax,  Charcb-rates  in  England,  the  The  depntaliun  who  appeared  in  snpportof 
Episcopal   Church,   Keginm  Donum,  the  the  petition  stated  that  they  were  prcpanil 
Haynootb  Grant,  and  generally  to  exhibit  to   gnaraulee    their    minister    L,200   prr 
to  the  country  and  the  Legislainre  on  all  annum.    A  petition  was  also  read  from  ihi 
seasonable  occasions  the  inequality  and  congregation   worshipping   in    St    Mary'i  < 
pemiciouBinfluenceofanDnalorpennaoent  Chnrch,  High  Street,  ashing  the  preEbj-  I 
grants  of  money  by  the  State  for  sectarian,  tery  to  moderate  in  a  call.    Both  applies' 
educational,  or  rengions  purposes  at  home  liont  were  sustained.      A  reference  was  ' 
or  in  the  British  cobniee,  as  being  opposed  read  from  tbe  kirk-sesiion  of  the  first  con- 
to  the  Scriptares,  financial  law,  and  eei:leBi-  gregation  at  Dunbar,  staling  that  a  charp 
astical  polity  of  the  Chnrch.  The  appoint-  had  been  made,  seriously  and  injtiriooflj 
ment  to  be  for  one  year :  and  if  the  Synod  affecting  the  character  of  a  member  of  the 
of  I86S  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  eontinne  session;  tbat  tbe  matter  was  investigated, 
sud  committee,  one^fonrth  of  the  members  and  that  the  majority  were  satisfied  that  il 
shall  retire  annually,  and  not  be  eligible  for  was  unfounded.    A  minority,  however,  r(- 
re-election  for  three  years."  In  snpporting  fused  to  eoncnr  in  the  decision,  and  (he 
the  motion,  Mr  Laing  inveighed  BgaJnst  the  majority  therefore  referred  the  case  to  ihe 
injustice  which  was  necessarily  interwoven  presbytery.    Dr  Smart  said  he  iiQderstocii 
with  all  Stale  endowments  of  religion,  and  the  member  of  aession  referred  to  was  lie 
denied  that  the  discussion  of  SQcbqnestionB  minister  of  the  congregation,  and  he  pro- 
as he  had  enumerated  would  or  sboald  in-  posed  that  the  subject  should  be  dealt  wiih  j 
iroducedissensionaintotheChnrch  Courts,  as  speedilv  as  possible.    He  proposed  that 
He  concluded  by  asserting  that  if  such  a  they  should  cite  the  session,  and  meet  this  | 
committee,  and  the  other  agencies  which  day  week  to  consider  the  case.~-Agr«ed  tu.  ; 
wereset  in  operation  by  the  Church  during  The  presbytery  then  adjourned,  end  mel  | 
the  VolantBiy  controversy,  had  been  still  again  in  tbe  evening — Bev.  Alex.  RDlhe^ 
in  ezistence,   the  Lord  Advocate  would  ford,  moderator— when  the  following  stu- 
uever  have  dared  to  palm  his  Annuity-tax  denu    were    examined    and    licensed    as 
Act  upon  the  city.   After  a  long  discussion,  preachers  of  the  Gospel: — James  Ander- 
in  which  Mr  Cooper,  Fala,  Dn  Davidson,  son,  Andrew  L.  Dick,  William  Girdwood, 
Harper,  and  others,  took  pert,  Mr  Laing's  William  Sinclair,  Alexander  Crabbe,  Ko- 
motion  not  being  seconded,  fell  to   the  bert  Lawrie.  Charles  Conner,  and  Andrew 

E round,    and    the   matter    was  dropped,  W.   Carmichael. — The  presbytery  held  • 

Ir  Feddie  sahmitced  a  minate  from  tbe  special  meeting  by   adjournment  on   the 

Foreign  Mission  Committee,  stating  that  ISth,  to  consider  the  petition  and  reference 

M,  August  Glardon,  late  of  Geneva,  had  from  the  majority  of  the  first  congregation, 

applied  to  be  received  as  a  foreign  mis-  Dunbar,     concerning    some    impnialioni 

sionary  in  connection  with  the  Cburch.  thrown  upon  Mr  Jack  tn  a  minority  of  the 

The  minute  stated  that  Mr  Glardon  bad  session,  in  connection  with  the  call  recently 

studied  two  years  at  Geneva,  and  one  at  given  by  the  congregation  to  Mr.  W.  G. 

the  Pree  Church  College — that  Professors  Praser.      Messrs    George   Bayne,    James 

D'Atibign^  and  Lu  Harpe  bore  the  highest  Cunningham,  and  BobertHennon  were  the 

testimony  to  his  character  and  abilitiee  as  members  of  session  referred  to.    Mr  Jack 

wellas  tobismissionaiyieaL   Thepresby-  was  heard  in  nipport  of  the  petition  and 
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RfeitDM,  and  lh«  ninoritr  of  seasioii  in  for  Dr  Cainia  14,  uid  for  Mr  Hobertion 

np[j.    Parties  being  remored,  tha  mem-  154.    The  Tole  wu  then  uken  between 

ben  of  presbyCerr  pronedod  to  expresi  Mr  Bobertstm   and   Mr  Tbomson,   when 

their  opioiona  on  the  ease,  trfaen,  on  the  there  appeared  for  the  former  ITS,  and  for 

m6oa  of  Dr  Harper,  the  followiii);  minnte  the  letMr  140  rotes.    Mr  Wallace  had  ac- 

vaaidopced: — "  That  while  the  preabjierj  eordiuEly  declared  Mr  Bohartson  elected, 

cannol  overlook  the  irr^nlarity  in  thia  The  cul  waa  eigned  thai  eTening  bj  173 

case,  in  the  aeasiiHi  proceeding  to  a  judicial  memhert,  and  aince  then  the  nomber  of 

iiiTeiiLgatLon  in  roaiters  inculpating    the  namea  bad  been  raised  to  380,  which,  with 

moderauir  of  the  aeaaion,  tbey  declare  the  84  adherenta,  made  in  all  464  names  that 

uciuitiona  brought  egunel  Mi  Jack  to  be  bad  been  adhibited.  The  moderator'a  con- 

disproied;  that    they  disapprove  of  the  dact  was  approved  of,  and  the  call  sus- 

inuiaer  inwhicb  theminority  of  the  aesaion  tained  and  concnrred   in.     Mr  Bnrgeas, 

Ure  acted  in  the  matter,  and  direct  them  having  lef^  the  chair,  which  waa  taken  by 

10  coDenr  with  the  jadgment  of  the  mq'o-  Mr  Knox,  intimated  that  he  had  gone 

rii;  of  the  aeaaion,  and  to  nse  their  dili-  through  the  game  forms  in  Pollokshawa  aa 

gtnrato  contradict  the  mistaken  imprea-  Mr  Wallaee  had  in  Regent  Place  Chnrch, 

noil  abroad  in  i^jud  to  Mr  Jaekfseondnct  and  on  calling  for  candidatea,  the  Rev. 

i>  die  matter.    At  theaame  time,  theprei-  Hntthew  Crawford,  Sanquhar,  and  Rev, 

bjurjT  having,  inctnuiderstionof  thisease,  Mr  Bennie,  Dalkeith,  were  proposed.  The 

diKOvered  painfbl  and  threatening  feelings  Tote  being  taken,  IT7  voted  for  Hr  Craw- 

ol alienation  in  the  coi^regatian,  appoint  fbrd,  and  34  for  Mr  Rennie.    Tbe  minority 

ibiraUoningcoininitlee  to  proceed  to  Dnn-  afterwards  joined  with  the  majority,  and 

Ur,  investigate  the  matter,  and  report, —  the  call  waa,  on  tbe  evening  of  (he  mode- 

lii.  Dr  Johniton,  Dr  Peddic,  Rev.  Thomas  ration,  signed  by  193  members ;  since  then 

MirsoD,  and    Meaara  Tod,   Henderaon,  it  hod  been  signed  by  other  172  membera, 

udCnig,  elder»~Dr  Johnston  to  be  con-  making  in  all  369,  lieiidea  128  adherents. 

■•am.''   The  presbyter;  (hen  adjourned.  The  call  waa  rutuned,  and  concnrred  in, 

Faliiih. — This   preabytery  met  on   the  and  Mr  Burgess  appointed  as  the  preahy- 

M  February — the  Rev.  Andrew  Qardiner,  terr's  commissioner    in    prosecuting  the 

■ndertior  nro  (on.    Messrs  Trench   and  'call   before  the  Fresbyler;  of  Dumfries. 

Mix,  tiudeats,  were  examined  by  nritien  Mr  Burgess  then  resumed  the  chair.     Mr 

P^iu^  and   delivered    dtseoarses  which  Jefi^ey  then  called  attention  to  a  clause  in 

'uc  nutained.    Mr  Alexander  Jack  de-  the  new  Police  Bill  for  Olatgow,  at  present 

^ind  all  his  trials  to  Ibe  entire  sati^fae-  nnder  consideration  of  the  CounciL    That 

lioioFtbe  presbytery,  and  was  liceused  to  clause  is  as  follows:—^"  A  penalty  of  forty 

i"wh  the  Gospel,  and  exercise  his  oifte  riiillings,  or   imprisonment   for   fourteen 

1  *  probationer  for  the  ministir.    The  days,  shall  be  inetirred  by  every  person 

pwbjlerj-  unanimonsly  approved  of  the  who  aella  or  oBier*  for  sale,  or  who  bnjs  or 

oiinnie  remitted  by  the  Synod,  aa  to  Ibe  offers  to  buy,  on  Sunday,  any  article  ex- 

'■™  mode  of  appointing  members  of  the  eept  ready-made  proviaions,  in  an  eating- 

HlinoD  Board.    Next  meeting  on  the  Sd  house,  and  to  be  consumed   there,   and 

April  except  bread,  or  milk,  every  person  who 

Gfu^DD,'.— The  or^nan  monthly  meet-  sells,  or  offers  or  exposes  to  s^e,  or  who 

iogarthlapresbytery  washeldon  Tuesday,  buys,  or  offeii  to  bay,  such  ready-made 

itie  13th  ult. — Mr  Burgess,  moderator.    A  provisions,  as  bread  or  milk,  on  Sundays, 

dcpDtation  from  Shamrock  Street  Charcb  except  before  10  o'clock  in  the  mominp, 

(iMB  Her.  Dr  Robertson's)  waited  upon  the  or   after    i    o'clock   in    the    aftamooo." 

presbytery,  formally  intimating  the  death  After  a  long  apeecb,  in  which  he  showed 

uFiheirrespected  pastor,  which  took  place  that  tbe  tendency  of  thia  clause  was  to 

on  the  14th  January,  and  asking  that  a  legalize  trading  on  Sabbath,  and  thus  in- 

BcdeiatOT  of  session  be  appointed.    Mr  rade  the  integrity  of  the  Sabbath  as  a 

'ftUace  intimated  that,  according  to  ap'  Divine  appointment  and  a  day  of  rest,  Mr 

Cment,  be  had  met  the  congregation  of  Jeffrey  moved.  That  the  preshytery,  while 

DtFlaceChnrch  on  theSlst  Jannaiy.  alive   to  the  prevalence  of  the   Sabbath   . 

After  sermon,  and  making  the  neceaaary  traffic  in  tbe  city,  and  most  earnest  that 

eipUoationa,  he  asked  them  to  propoae  a  the  evil  should  be  repressed,  and  the  rest 

lut  of  candidatea,  from  which  to  select  one  from  aecnlai  labour  of  the  Sabbath  pre- 

to  sDceeed  tbe  Rev.  Dr  Edmond,  on  which  served  by  the  civil  anthorities  (hereof,  are 

Jree  ministers  were  named— the  Rev.  Mr  of  opinion  that  the  143d  clause,  in  its  pre- 

fbomsan,  Kirkcaldy;  Rev.  Mr  Robertson,  sent  form,   should  be  deleted  from  the 

Irvine;  snd  Rev.  Dr  Cairns,  Berwick.   On  Police  Bill  for  the  city  of  Glasgow,  at  pre- 

^voie  being  taken,  Dr  Cairns  and  Mr  sent  under  the  consideration  of  the  magis- 

n«beruoii,  being  the  two  last  named,  were  trates  and  Council  of  the  si^d  city.    The 

BppoKdto  each  other,  when  there. voted  motion  ivai  seconded  by  Dr  Eadie.    Mr 
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Helrin  moved,  Thktthe  deliTeruiaeof  the  ndsat  tbe  modMitioii  of  >  ulirron  the 
presbjterj  on  the  maura  ihould  ba  tr&ni'  church  at  Stomowkj  on  the  4th  proximo, 
mitted  to  the  mBgiatratei  utd  ConadL  Mr  Stirling,  of  CoMbridEe,  waa  appointtd 
After  some  discngsion  this  wu  agreed  to,  noderBtor  foi  tfa«  nest  ux  nentha  in  pUo 
Mr  H,  Caldcrwood  disaenting.    Mr  Bni"  of  Mr  Beokstt,  wboM  term  of  ofllee  bid    . 
gets  RKTe  notice  that  at  next  meeting  ho  ttxpired. — Adjourned. 
woold  move.  That  the  pretbyterr  OTertnre         Samilten. — The  preabjtaij  met  in  Hair 
the  Synod  to  the  effect  that  the  annual  Street  Chnrch  Hall,  on  3V(h  Jannair— the 
meeting  of  SjnodbebeldeithBrintbeflnt  Ber.  Peter  Brom,   moderator.      MeMn    i 
week  of  Maj  or  June,  ao  as  to  allow  a  WiUism  B.  WiUon,  Jsmea  ARinm,  Jobn 
larger  namber  of  memben  an  opportonitj  Gilmonr,  and  Andrew  AlMon,  deliraed 
of  attending.   Anapplicalion  for  amodera-  diaconnea,  whiah  were  reapectivelj  las- 
tion  from  the  congregation  at  SprinabaiQ  laiaed,  and,   along   witb    Henn   Juki 
was  read,  and  the  qiieition  of  BtipendgaTe  Uartin  and  Jataea  Tvong,  they  were  ei- 
riBe  to   a  lengthened   diacnssion.      Ulti-  amined  in  Latin,  Hcdirew,  md  the  leetiia 
mately,  Ur  M'Leod  moved,  That  a  mode-  tan^ht  in  the  Theological  Hall  dwiDglul 
ration  be  granted,  and  that  a  commitiee  Manon,witfawhicbtfaepr«abytenrespt«aed 
be  appointed  to  iiiTcnigate  tbe  circBin-  their  aatiafaction.  Henn  StrMMn,  lD|lii, 
etenceaof thechnrch,aDdreporL  Theino-  and  H'FaTlaae,  were  appointed  a  Com-    . 
tion  wai  agreed  to,  Dr  Tajlor  diannting.  miltee  on  Statiattca — Mr  H'Farlane,  cw-    | 
The  moderation  was   appointed  to  take  rener.    A  lettw  wai  read  Irom  ifae  Syaod'l 
place  on  Wednesday,  March  6.     Mr  Jef'  Home  Secretary,   requMting  iufbrmidon 
fVeyBaid,be  nnderalood  that  it  bad  been  from  the  presbytery  regarding  Home  Em- 
agreed  to  dispense  the  aacrament  on  the  geliaatioB  within  their  bonnds  dnring  the 
second  Sabbath  of  April,  initead  of  tbe  eoming  aammer.    The  preibylsrj,  ha>is| 
first,  in  conee<j,aeiice  of  the  censns.    He  conaidered  the  matter,  agrMd  to  report    . 
thonght  that  in  the  notice  given  by  the  an-  that,  in  the  meantime,  Aey  expect  to  bt 
thorjties  a  tittle  more  coarteay  might  have  able  to  overtake  tbe  evangeliitic  serrice* 
been  shown,  not  only  to  their  own  body,  required  wltbin  their  bomuB,  and  agreed   I 
bnC  to  the  Free  Church.    Certuoly  the  to  consider,  at  next  nee^Bg,  what  arrangi- 

Eatablished  Charch  waiin  agreaimiDoritf  ' — "  "" -i-  »--  ..-r_  . 

in  this  city,  and  in  any  arrangemeats  mode 
•eio  fast  days  and  the  sacrament  Sab-  3S(fa  Jan.— Bev.  William  Barr,  mode- 
baths  he  thought  it  but  courteoos  that  the  later,  with  whom  were  agaoeisted  eight 
authorities  should  heteBftergiredaeootiee  miniiten  and  three  eiders.  Mx  Thomu 
to  all  the  religious  Adies.  The  prooosed  Hogarth,  on  trial*  for  lieeaae,  delireied  s 
alteration  of  the  sacramental  Sabbath  wa«'  disoonne,  and  waa  examined  it)  Cbnick 
left  to  ba  dealt  »ith  by  sessions.  Mr  Jef'  History  and  Divinity,  thsreby  eompleiiiig 
frey  read  an  extract  minute  from  the  Pres-  his  trials,  which  were  stutained  m  aaah 
bytery  of  London,  bearing  that  tbe  Rev.  withoai  dissent.  It  wa*  agreed,  by  a  larpe 
'  Br  Jeffrey,  ofCaledanianChiuch,had  been'  Biajority,  to  delay  proceeding  to  licenM. 
nnanimoualy  called  by  the  congregatjoit  He  Ronton  gxve  in  a  report  of  the  cam- 
worshipping  in  Albion  Church,  London,  mictee  appointed  to  visit  the  congregation 
The  Presbytery  of  London  had  only  met  of  Yetholm,  on  the  (abject  of  prairidiDE 
the  preceding  night,  and  therefore  com-  a  retiring  allowance  to  the  Rev.  WalKT 
missionera  from  the  presbytery  and  con-  Unme,  and  making  pravisiim  for  the  con- 
gregation were  not  able  tobe  present;  hut  tinned  supply  of  religious  ordinance  bj 
the;  intimated,  throagh  the  clerk,  that  probationera,  which  the  eongr^ation  hsd 
tbey  sbonld  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  unanimously  agreed  to  do  by  an  aunnil 
tbe  Glasgow  Presbytery  when  the  case  of  addition  to  the  seat-rents.  A  minnte  of 
call  cama  to  ba  cousidered  and  decided,  a  meeting  of  the  congr^atioo,  held  subie- 
The  call  and  relative  papers,  bemg  reasons  qnenlly,  waa  read,  recording  a  resolnttui 
of  IranslnlioQ  by  the  Albion  Cburch  con-  adopted  by  a  aajority  of  the  cbnKh,  to 
gregatioo,  were  read.  It  was  therefore  IncreaM  the  annuity  to  their  minister  to 
agreed  to  appoint  Mr  Bnigess  to  preach  in  L.80  ;  and  a  recommendation  was  there- 
Caledonian  Road  Chnrch  on  Sabbath  first,  upon  given  to  the  eonmittea  of  the  Aged 
and  intimate  that  a  call  to  Dr  Jeffrey  lies  and  Infirm  Uinislen'  Fond  to  grant  toUr 
on  tbe  table  of  presbytery,  and  summon  Hume  the  lunal  sum  of  L.50  pfer  annnm- 
them  to  compear  for  their  interBsIa  at  nttxt  It  was  agreed  to  apply  for  a  regular  seppi^ 
meeting  of  presbytery,  on  the  second  of  probationers,  with  the  view  of  securing 
Tuesday  of  next  month,  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  him  the  aid  of  a  colleague  and  anceu- 
in  the  Preebytery  House,  wben  the  call  sor.  The  annnal  statistics  of  the  congR- 
witi  be  taken  up,  and  Dr  Jeffrey's  mind  on  gationt  were  called  for  and  given  in  bj 
the  subject  be  made  known  to  the  presby  Slitcbel,  Leitholm,  and  Blacklrian,  Jed- 
tery.    Mr  Braotou  was  appointed  to  pre-  burgh.    Tbe  lesidoe  weie  enjoined  to  be 


UQIOC8  IHTBLLIQBHCK. 


155 


■eat  ipetdil;  to  tha  deik,  wbo  wu  ip- 
pDinied,  along  with  Mr  Poison,  to  pitpare 
1  digest.  There  wu  raad  >  minnt*  of  tha 
ieuion  of  Orsealaw,  recordiog  the  intpeii- 
liou  from  aealing  ordiiiMie«B  of  MrHenr; 
Uiller,  for  reuoiiB  assigiuid,  ariaii^  ont  of 
liii  calling  in  qnaitiaD  tha  validity  of  the 
'  >D  of  the  MStioD }  together  with 


liner  of  eiiplaiintioa  to  the'  pteibylerj  in 
■bsence.  After  reaaoaing,  it  vu  moved 
b;  Mr  Juvi^  and  (econded  bj  Mr  Benton, 

ihsi,  OB  account  of  the  ab«ence  of  the  ftp- 
pellaDt,  the  presbj'teiy  do  not  procaad  to 
ftve  jndginent  in  tha  case,  but  agree  to 
cite  him  to  appear  for  hie  own  intereita  at 
neit  meeting.  It  waa  moTed  m  an  amend- 
menl  b;  Mr  Folson,  and  aeeonded  by  Mr 
DiuD,  ihu  the  presbytery  £nd  the  session 
aTGceeulaw  warranted  in  refnsing  aealii^ 
tidinuiceB  and  all  o^er  priritege*  to  Mr 
Miller,  lye  and  until  the  qneiiion  of  the 
iiliditj  of  the  conatitntioB  of  the  <e«Bion 
(dsiiied  by  him),  now  nnder  appeal  to 
inai,  be  determined.  The  motion  was 
frerened  to  tbe  amendment.  Mr  Miller 
eiie  Doiice  that  he  woald  at  next  meeting 
tfprubjteijBnbmit  anovertare  anentthe 
itiiliOEB  sabaisting  between  the  United 
tieibyierlan  and  Free  Cbnrches,  and 
ptnil;  nilh  regard  to  tbe  way  in  which 
aaitra  from  the  one  church  oaghC  to  be 
'Ktiisd  into  the  other.  The  nexlmeeting 
■ufud  to  be  held  on  Che  third  Tnesday 
rfJIirch. 

KvIkMb. — This  presbytery  met  at  I^eveQ 
OBllieiS^  November  fast,  and  was  con- 
■lilateil  by  the  Eev.  Mr  Jacksan,'mode- 
nwr.  Mr  George  Philp,  Kudent  of 
dltiniij,  h&Ting  completed  hii  cheol^pcal 
canne  u  the  Divinity  Hell,  delirered  a 
tteDuif  and  lecture,  which  were  snitained 
u  part  of  trial  for  license.  Mr  Walker 
upliined  the  ciicamatances  in  whicb  he 
I  supply  Professor  M'Miohael's 
il  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  Augast 
'  As  it  appeared  that  Mr  Walker  had 
FXL  s  wrong  coDBtmctian  on  the  letter  in- 
imiiiiitg  his  appointment,  and  as  he  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  bd;  difficalty  had 
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«M  eonititiited  by  the  Bev,  Mr  Jackson, 
tuodemtor.  Mr  Oeoivn  Pbilp,  student  of 
divinity,  heving  gone  Mirongb  alt  his  triali 
for  license  to  the  satisfaction  of  tbe  pres- 
bytery, was  licensed ;  and  the  clerk  was 
anthoriied  to  have  bis  name  added  to  the 
roll  of  preachers.  The  Rev.  Janes  Bardie 
of  Singhom,  who,  through  severe  bodily 
indisposition,  has  long  been  disqaaliSed 
for  ministeriid  work,  appeared,  along  with 
commlssionera  from  Ibe  congregation,  t« 
ask  the  adviea  and  aesiatance  of  the  pres- 
bytery. MrHardieandtbe  commissioners 
having  been  beard  at  length,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  conrt  having  expressed  their  opin- 
ions, Messrs  Pettigrew  and  Thomaon  were 
appointed  to  retire  and  co&fer  privatel/ 
with  tbe  parties  in  the  view  of  coming  to 
some  anmgement ;  and  to  report  at  a  snb- 
seqnent  period  of  Ae  sederunt.  Tbe  re- 
port snbsetiuentiy  given  was  to  the  effect, 
that  Mr  Hardie  wished  to  deliberate,  until 
next  ordinary  meeting,  on  the  arrangement 
which  bad  been  suggested.  To  uiis  re- 
quest the  presbytery  agreed,  aller  many 
expressions  of  cordial  sympatb;  with  Mr 
Hardie  and  tbe  congregation.  Varioos 
exercises  were  prescribed  to  Mr  Blair, 
stndent  of  divinity ;  and  next  meeting  waa 
appointed  to  be  at  Leven  oa  the  last  Tnea- 
day  of  March. 

Aleirote. — This  prefibytcry  met,  and  was 
constituted  by  Mr  Oliver,  moderator.  The 
comnuttee  appointed  at  a  former  meeting 
to  consider  how  best  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  vital  religion  in^e  congregations 
of  the  pTCsbjlery,  save  >n  its  report;  and, 
in  aecordaiicB  wi£  its  reeommeniliuians, 
the  following  members  were  appointed  to 

Separe  tracts  on  the  sobjecl  of  prayer: 
r Robson,  seore* "    ■■"  — ^ 

lamilr  prayer  j  1 
and  Mr  Sonn,  prayer  fi 
office-bearers.  A  Committee  of  Statistics 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs  Oliver, 
Blair,  and  Dunn,  with  Hr  Stevenson  as 
convener.  The  presbytery  agreed  unaui- 
aonsly  to  recommend  to  the  Synod  the 
adoptionof  provincial  Synods.  Mrfiobert- 
son  gave  notice  of  the  lollowiug  overture 
"  ■  the  Synod,  lo  be  taken  up  at        ' ■ 


W  been  attained,  agreed  to  drop  the 
BiiUer.  The  clerk  read  a  letter  from  tbe 
<Mgregatton  of  Kennoway,  intimating 
>lttihey  bad  resolved  at  an  early  period 
lo  ruse  their  roiBistwr's  stipend  to  the 
aiDLmnm  of  L.ISO  per  annum  without  any 
tiienul  aid,  with  which  intimation  the 
prubfterj  expressed  their  entire  satisiac- 
iiOD.  Appointed  next  meeting  to  be  held 
«  Kiikcsldy  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 
Junarj  1861,— This  presbytery  again  met 
u  lieihelSeld  on  the  39th  Jannar;,  and 


nnti(»is  of  this  eouDtrj  are  permitted  to 
frame  and  alter  as  they  choose  tbeir  own 
ecclesiastical  laws  and  coostilntion,  and  to 
regulate  their  procednre  accordingly ;  and 


effect  to  their  chuicb  sentences,  whenever 
found  requisite,  where  civil  consequences 
are  involved,^ — this  Synod  considers  tbat 
no  great«r  freedom  ibaa  this  can  be 
enjoyed  bj  any  Christian  Church.  (2.) 
Wbereaa  cases  may  occur  in  which  their 
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sccIesiaaticBil  sentencea  involring  ciril  in- 
terests may  be  chKllenged  or  resisted,  aa 
being  Bantencea  ultra  virei  of  their  own 
Cliarch  lava  and  coDBtitntion,  u  theee  have 
beendefinedanddetermiiiedbythemaelTes; 
and  nhereas  the  civil  conni  may  be  called 
to  interfere,  either  by  the  ehnrehea  Ihem- 
selvea  reiiairing  them  to  giye  civil  effect 
to  theas  aentences,  oi  by  the  parlies 
ageiaat  Thom  they  bear  claiming  civil 
jarisdiciioD  or  redress;  andwherGBidonbU 
are  being  created  in  the  minda  of  some, 
whether  the  members  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Chnrch  are  at  liberty,  in  con- 
aiatency  with  their  snbmiaaioD  to  its 
spiritnal  Juriediction,  to  appeal  to  the 
civil  coaria  in  sach  oases  for  civil  protec- 
tion or  redreas;  andwhereM  it  is  a  matter 
of  vital  moment,  that  no  dabiety  ahonld 
exiat  aa  to  the  rights  poasessed  or  anrren- 
dered  by  those  who  are  or  may  yet  come 
under  iu  jnrisiiiction, —  this  Bynod  de- 
clarea  (1st),  That  there  ia  nothing  in  the~ 
laiTs  and  constitntion  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  which  reqnirca  on  the 
purt  of  ita  membera  or  oSce-hearers  the 
surrender  of  any  of  the  common  law  rights 
which  belong  to  them — more  paitienlorly 
of  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  civil  conns 
in  the  eases  referred  to  in  this  overtDTe  ; 
(ad),  That  in  making  this  declaration,  tha 
UjDod  is  not  to  be  understood  aa  recog- 
nising the  competency  of  the  civil  cooru 
to  review  or  set  aside  ecclesiastical  sett- 
tencea  on  their  spiritual  merits,  or  to  tonoh 
them  compulaorily  in  any  way,  except  as 
it  reapecta  their  civil  aspects  and  results. 

Netccastle. — This  preabyteiy  met  on  ftth 
Febmary— Rev.  Alexander  Sliennan,  mo- 
derator. The  Eev.  J,  M.  Wilson  was  now 
chosen  moderator  till  the  end  of  June. 
Mr  James  Craig,  having  accepted  the  call 
from  the  congregation  of  Blyth,  gave  in  the 
trial  exerciaea  asbigned  to  him,  all  of  which 
were  ananimoualy  approved  and  suatoined. 
His  ordination  was  appointed  to  take  place 
at  Blyth,  on  Tuesday,  12th  March,  at  II 
A.U. — Mr  Lander  to  preach,  Mr  Young  to 
preside  in  the  ordination  and  give  the 
charge  to  Mr  Craig,  and  Mr  Salmond  to 
address  the  congregation.  Mr  Potter  gave 
notice  of  a  motion  for  next  ordinair  meet- 
ing, which  was  appointed  to  he  held  here 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  March,  "  That  the 
preabytery  consider  the  propriety  of  bring- 
ing before  congregaiiona  the  principles  of 
the  denomination  on  the  occasion  of  ordi- 
nation."   Mr  Joaeph  Corbett  gave  in  the 


obtaining  a  visit  from  some  friends  of 
miariona  in  the  north,  bat  without  saccet!. 
They  were  now  empowered  to  make  Ibe 
reqnisite  arrangements  for  a  series  of  inis- 
sionary  meetings  in  the  bounds  of  ttili 
presbytery  in  March,  it  being  underetDod 
thai  no  farther  efFoita  should  be  made  Fof 
obtaining  a  deputation  from  a  distance  di 
this  occasion.  The  committee  also  re- 
ported their  correspondence  with  the  per- ' 
sons  Id  TaenUw  who  bad  applied  fur 
preachers  to  occn^  that  place  as  a  mU- 
uonary  station.  They  were  inatmeted  la 
infona  the  parties  so  applying  that  a  depu- 
tation from  the  presbytery  would  be  seni 
to  visit  them  as  soon  as  arrangement!  ' 
eonld  be  made  for  that  purpose,  with  the  i 
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approved  and  sustained,  and  he  was  th'ea 
licensed  as  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church.  It  was  re- 
ported by  the  Mission  Committee  that 
they  had  employed  their  best  efforts  for 


in  that  locality  aa  to  the  -  necessity  snil  i 
propriety  of  attempting  to  take  op  a  mis-  i 
siODOij  station  there.  These  consideri-  . 
tious  were  suggested  by  a  circular  from  ttie 
secretary  of  the  Synod's  Home  Miesbt 
Board,  which  was  now  read.  Upon  which 
it  was  recommended  that,  as  br  as  practic- 
able, evangeliatio  efforts  should  be  ms^e 
in  the  course  of  this  year.  It  tkbs  agreed 
to  consider,  at  next  ordinary  meeting,  ibe 
Synod's  remit  of  overture  on  Provincial 
Synoda. 

Perrt.— This  presbytery  met  on  Ihe 
fith  of  Febmary — Bev.  John  Millar,  mode- 
rator. It  having  pleased  God  to  remove  b; 
death  the  Bev.  Dr  NewUnds  ou  the  IDili  . 
Janaary,hisniime  was  takenont  of  ihemll  . 
of  the  preabytery.  A  petition  from  ibt 
North  Chnrch,  Perth,  was  read,  craving  the 
presbytery  to  appoint  one  of  their  number 
to  moderate  in  a  call  for  one  to  be  tbeii 
pastor.  The  commiasionera  were  beard  in 
anawertolhe  uaual  questions.  After  de- 
liberation, the  preebjterj  cordiallj  agreed 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  ip 
pointed  the  moderation  to  take  place  oa 
Monday,  the  IBth  current,  at  seven  o'clock 
evening— the  Rev,  Mr  Forsyth  to  preside. 
The  preabylery  tben  took  up  a  petition 
from  the  York  Place  Chnrch,  Perili, 
recently  under  the  ministry  of  the  Bet. 
Mr  Huie,  praying  the  presbytery  to  ukt 
the  necessary  steps  for  receiving  them  into 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Tbe  | 
petition  was  read,  along  with  minutes  vl  i 
former  meelings  of  the  congregation  is 
this  case.  Commission  ers  were  slH 
heard  in  answer  to  questions  pnt  by  tbt 
presbytery.  It  was  then  agreed  to  receiie  i 
favourably  their  petition,  and  a  commiticc  ! 
was  appointed  to  meet  with  the  cocgiega- 
lion,  to  explain  to  them  the  principles  and 
constitntion  of  onr  Chnrch,  to  receive  sl- 
tesiations  of  their  Christian  attainment! 
and  deportment,  and,  generally,  to  codeuIi 
with  tiiem,  and  to  report  to  the  next  meeting 
of  presbytery.    It  was  agreed  to  give  inli- 
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oUionofthisapplioktioato  theMMioiuof  of  900  wTereigni,  pr«MDted  on  a  silver 
Ibe  Perth  concngstion*,  thu  tbej  nv  t^T  bearing  the  foUowing  inacriptioD : — 
■pparaadba  heirdfoTllietcinMre*t  Mr  "Presented,  with  300  lOTereigni,  to  the 
Gallctly  hsTing  cooipleted  hit  trials  for  Rer.  John  Eadie,  D.D^  LL.D.,  Minister 
licems  to  tbe  great  salisfKctionof  the  pres-  of  the  United  FreBbjterian  Chnrch,  Cam- 
bjKrj,  ITU  liconied  accordingly.  The  next  hridge  Street,  Otaagow,  bj- his  congrega- 
mKting  of  presbjleiy  is  to  be  held  on     tloo,  on  ibe  occasion  of  the  lent i -jubilee  of 

jl.  t— j *._  .L-  r .1.  D-1.1...1.  -»     ..-  —  --ligtry,  OS  a  token  of  their  respect  and 

ssieBiu  for  him  during  the  twealj-Qre 
jeara  of  hia  labours  amons  them.  Glas- 
gow, 99th  November  1860." 

The  pMtoral  address,  which  is  pervaded 
with  alt  the  direct  and  manly  characteris- 
OKtheevemagof  the  99th  November  last,  tics  of  Dr  Eadie's  stvle  of  thought  and 
I  meeiing  was  held  of  Cambridge  Street  utterance,  now  lies  before  as.  He  traces 
Uoited  Presbyterian  Chnrcfa,  Glasgow,  for  the  progress  of  the  congregation— his  own 
lbs  piT|KiM  of  presenting  a  testimonial  to  varied  experience  in  connection  with  it, 
>)>«[  sateemed  minister  g  utd  hearing  a  and  Its  different  schemes  of  Christian  and 
plonl  addren  fntu  him  on  the  eomple-  benevolemt  anterprisa — in  his  nsoal  graphic 
ill  of  Iweaty-gve  ywn  of  his  miniitiy  manner.  We  regret  that  we  have  no  room 
mrngst  them,    Th*  teatimoiiial  eonsisied     for  eztiaots. 


3![ant|li[  Ettci9{int. 

THE  CHINESK  WAH. 

VcbTs  now  ilie  intdligence  that  this  wot  haa  been  finallT  coHclnded,  and  tliat 
tl>s  treaty  with  C3hiiui  has  not  merely  been  ratified,  bnt  W  been  carried  into 
it!mion  "bj  payraent  of  two  instabnenta  of  tbe  indemmty  dne  l^  the  Chinese. 
flunks  have  been  voted  unaoimouBl;  bj  both  Hotuee  of  Farltameut  to  the  annjr 
ud  navy  engaged  in  tbe  war,  and  we  may  wefl  congratulate  them  and  onreelvea  on 
loe  nuxess  thkt  has  attended  tbeir  gailant  exertions.  Whether  the  like  con  gratula- 
tw  are  due  for  tbe  war  itself,  and  for  tbe  caueee  that  led  to  it,  is  another  matter: 
&■  (tat  the  wbifle  ia  over,  it  may  perhaps  be  as  well  to  say  nothing  about  it,  and 
to  bury  these  matters  in  oblivion  if  we  can ;  wdl  aagured,  however,  that  if  there 
*aa  11  root  of  injustice  anywhere  in  our  conduct  towards  the  Chinese,  it  will  spring 
op  uid  bear  its  appropriate  fruit  of  disaster  and  puniBhment  to  be  reaped  by  those 
™o  sowed  tbe  injustice. 

Far  the  rest,  -the  skill  with  whtdi  the  movementB  were  conducted,  and  the  sac- 
(^  which  has  been  tbe  reeolt,  or  which  has  foUowed,  cannot  be  sufficiently  made 
tk  mbject  of  gratitude.  Ilie  flats  and  waters  of  China,  and  the  beats  and  maluia 
of  that  mi^ty  plain,  might  by  anticipation  have  been  feared  as  likely  to  be  as 
btal  to  Bnia^  valoor  as  the  snows  and  steppes  of  Rusma  were  to  Napoleon  the 
Great.  The  Tartars  and  BusBians  were  always  held  to  be  of  the  same  ooorageoua 
i^ ;  vet  a  combined  bandfnl  of  French  and  Britons  were  aUe  to  penetrate  sue- 
c^^^ully  into,  and  to  return  unscathed  from  a  mighty  metrt^lis,  the  population 
rf  which  might,  if  so  disposed,  have  devoured  the  invaders  without  much  trouble, 
<ir  laiich  appeasement  of  a  cannibal  appetite.  A  week's  failure  of  provisions,  or  a 
'"'tmght's  froet,  would  have  starved  the  conquerors  or  stiffened  them  in  tbe  valley 
ot  death. 

now,  what  good  is  to  come  of  this  great  victory  ?  Aieume  that  fair  commercial 
'^"Bs  and  goo3political  arrangements  have  been  made  by  our  statesmen,  the  quee- 
uoa  remains,  What  has  been  done,  not  for  Christianity — for  with  that  pobtical 
tiilera,  as  such,  have  no  concern — bnt  for  toleration, — the  toleration  of  that  rehgion 
vhicli  British  stateamen  profeea-^the  toleration  d  that  Froteatautism  wldch  is  the 
|™  wealth  and  richea  of  this  kingdom  ?  We  hold  that  the  true  right  of  conquart  is 
topToduiu,and,if  needbe,  to  en/orce  freedom  and  toleration;  and  we  would  gladly 
>tt  stieQiiou  turned  to  this  matter,  and  have  our  statesmen  pointing  out  in  Parlia- 


,  ^.oo^Ie 
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ment  the  facUitiea  thej  baTe  provided,  and  the  doon  thsy  luiTe  c^ieiwd,  for  free 
trade  in  religioue  matterH,  for  libertf  to  ChrisHan  men  to  oany  the  Goepel  into  thtl 
great  countTj  now  bo  far  opened  up  to  ua  br  theee  late  erente.  Probably  we  bM 
look  in  vain  ;  and  if  they  have  left  the  whole  matter  to  the  Chnroh,  we  hope  the 
Church  will  take  it  up  in  a  zealous  spirit,  and  will  conaider  the  moet  valuable  part 
of  the  peace  that  has  Deep  achieved,  to  be  the  opportunity  which  has  beea  opened 
up  of  BpreaJiug  Christianity  over  the  plains  and  waters  of  the  flow^  land. 

ITALY  AND  SARDINIA. 

Gaeta  has  at  last  fallen,  and  the  Sicilian  tyrant  hju  now  no  foot  of  gromid  to 
stand  on  which  acknowledges  his  sway.  The  siege  had  been  protracted  until  Ik 
withdrawal  of  the  French  fleet  had  enabled  the  ^rdinians  to  attAck  the  city  ftom 
the  Bsaboard ;  and  no  sooner  did  the  bombardment  from  the  sea  commence  tliw 
the  besieged  capitulated.  By  the  French  intervention,  therefore,  not  mersl;  vat 
the  siege  unduly  protracted,  but  much  injury  was  done,  and  much  blood  was  ahed 
unnecessarily,  gratuitously,  and  shamefully.  The  respouability  for  this  nuunlj 
rests  on  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  it  remains  to  be  teen  what  endanaticu, 
satisfactory  to  Europe,  he  can  give.  The  ex-Eiag  of  Naples,  it  seems,  has  tskei 
refuge  at  Kome  with  the  Pope,  to  whose  sympathy  he  may  in  the  meantime  be  kfi 
He  could  scarcely  encounter  a  deeper  degradation. 

Success,  ample  and  well  merited,  having  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  Liberal  part; 
and  the  Sardinian  King,  the  interesting  problem  remains  for  them,  to  deal  vilb 
their  victory.  There  is  already  some  trace  of  a  reaction,  but  this  does  not  seat 
to  justify  any  alarm.  There  never  was  any  institution  or  person  so  bad,  but  wioe' 
body  regretted  the  lom.  Even  on  Nero's  tomb  flowers  were  scattered ;  and  thit 
some  few  monks  and  brigands  should  desiderate  the  return  of  Francis  the  Second, 
is  but  natural.  The  difficulty  will  be  for  the  conqoemis  thamselvee  to  stop  etwl, 
and  to  follow  the  example  of  tbe  noble  self-denial  of  Garibaldi,  who,  in  the  momesi 
of  .triumph,  Bacri£x:ed  all  personal  ambition  for  the  soke  of  concord  among  hi> 
countrymen. 

It  is  gratifying  to  oIjbctvo  that  the  Constitution  to  be  given  to  liberated  Italy  it 
imitated  from  that  of  Great  Britiun.  It  is  to  consist  in  a  King  and  Parliament, 
in  whose  united  hands  all  sovereign  and  state  power  is  to  be  concentrated  j  wbilt 
local  government  and  municipal  institutions  are  to  be  fostered.  How  these  free  in- 
stitutions will  work^  remains  to  be  seen  ;  but  all  lovers  of  freedom  and  of  Italy  mmt 
hope  that  the  same  success  may  attend  the  working  of  their  free  institutions  vhich 
has  preceded  their  inauguration.  But  where,  in  present  circumstances,  isGaribaldi'i 
place  in  this  sphere  of  work  and  duty,  where  there  is  so  much  room  for  liim  ?  It  is 
idle  to  add  a  chapter  to  the  history  of  events  that  never  occurred ;  but  the  apecB- 
lation  is  irresistible  as  to  what  the  couibs  of  events  might  have  been  if  GaribaMi 
had  held  on  his  conquering  course,  and  had  not  retired  to  his  humble  farm.  Per- 
haps he  so  best  consulted  his  true  fame ;  and  yet  it  could  never  have  been  said  cJ 
him  aswasaaidof  another  great  general  who  failed  in  authority,  "Capaz  imperii  ei 
noD  imperasset."  However  that  may  be,  we  hope  soon  to  see  Quibaldi  agiin 
filling  that  place  in  Italian  affairs  which  seems  mane  and  imperfect  without  him. 

HOME  AFFAIRS— THE  CONFUCT  OF  JURISDICTIONS.  ! 

At  home,  affras  are  passing  in  a  quiet  way,  which  scarcely  admits  of  a  chrooiclf- 
Within  the  last  five  years  this  country  hae  pasBed  throngh  a  series  of  trouhloii^ 
and  convulsive  times,  the  like  of  which  has  dMtroyed  many  nations — the  Crinieaii 
war,  the  Persian  contest,  the  revolt  in  India,  and,  finally,  the  Chinese  invasion— 
and  now  there  is  scarcely  matter  left  for  a  Queen's  speech,  or  for  a  discuesioD  in  . 
Parliament.  How  wonderful  the  course  of  events— the  providences  which  baTt 
ruled  in  the  affairs  of  men  I  Had  all  these  events  occurred  Bmultaneously,  wl*" 
would  Britain  have  been  ?  And  what  prevented  the  synchronism  of  all  thtae  in- 
roads on  Britain's  welfare  ?  These  are  questions  more  easily  asked  than  auswertd. 
Now  that  breathing-time  is  allowed  our  statesmen,  we  find  them  occupied  in 
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.  Uofcrnptcy  qneetioDS,  iind  propoaed  improreineiite  of  the  criminal  law.  Sefoim 
of  the  LegiBlature  is  entirely  abelved,  wid  the  conteation  of  statesmen  ia  now  to  be, 
whether  A.  and  B.  are  to  be  represeated  in  Parliament  rather  than  X.  and  Y.,  or 
tome  other  unknown  quota  of  tLe  inhabitants. 

Ko  doubt,  after  great  efTorte,  it  is  well  to  examine  the  details  of  tiie  machinery, 
ucertain  wiiere  tiie  Btntic  lies,  and  repair  the  effects  of  friction  and  preeaote.  So, 
nbile  die  banknipt^^  and  criminal  lawH  are  under  inquest,  it  may  be  welt  to  ecniti- 
ulte  the  operation  of  otlier  parte  of  our  lecal  machinery.  We  have  a  jar  in  the 
vorking  of  our  ecclesiastical  and  ciTil  jurisdictioiiB  whidh  bod«fl  no  good  to  eooie^ 
onlesB  "  remad  be  provided  therea^«net ; "  and  we  have  now  a  conflict  between 
tno  p&rte  of  the  equitable  JurisdicUons  of  this  country,  which  well  deserves  atten- 
ticn  on  its  own  account,  and  may  also  quicken  and  concentrate  attention  on  the 
Bources  from  which  all  such  conflicts  arise  in  society. 

The  Court  of  Seffiion  in  Scotland,  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England,  are  in 
<ipen  war  with  oaa  another,  just  as  much  as  the  United  States  of  America  are 
among  themselves  at  this  moment.  This  war  is  eminentiy  and,  tt  is  to  be  hoped, 
in  oieiy  sense  a  civil  waf ;  for  no  blood,  but  much  ink,  has  been  shed  in  tiie  cause 
OD  both  sides ;  a  sort  of  warfare  of  the  continuance  of  which  there  is  every  pro- 
tabilitj.  The  beet  fought  battle  we  have  in  the  Iliad  is  that  between  the  Greeks 
U(!  Trojans  over  the  body  of  Sarpedon  ;  and  here  the  Courts  are  contending  for 
tJie  poaeessioa  of  a  living  peer  of  the  realm,— the  question  being,  whether  the  Mar- 
qons  of  Bate  ie  to  be  a  wtad  in  Ohanceiy  or  a  papil  of  the  Court  of  Session. 

The  Marquess,  a  boy  of  thirteen  years  of  age,  is  the  pOHseasor  of  immense  estates 
b  England  as  well  as  in  Scotland.  He  is  a  Scotch  peer  and  also  a  peer  of  the 
rahn.  Both  sides  claim  him  aa  a  countryman,  and  whether  he  be  by  domicile  a 
SnMnian  or  an  Englishman  seems  matter  of  dispute.  He  waa  born  in  Scotland. 
W  his  father's  death  he  has  resided  in  Scotland.  He  has  a  Scotch  guardian,  and 
l^Isther  idso  ieft  him  under  the  charge  of  Scotch  trustees  or  tutors.  It  would 
i'mthat,  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  to  England,  hie  guardians  differed,  and  the 
^vasan  ^pUoationto  Chancery  to  settle  how  the  youthful  nobleman  was  to  be 
^fx^i  up.  Folding  this  discussion,  the  Marquess  waa  brought  back  to  Scotland ; 
mJ  Clancery,  consid^ing  this  to  be  an  evasion  of  their  jurisdiction,  made  a  decree 
lot  iii  custody  and  education,  and  for  his  restoration  to  England 
'Hdi  decree  the  Scotch  Courts  were  asked  to  enforce ;  Iwt-,  instead  of  doing  so, 
^i  Coiirt  of  Semen  diTect43d  tliat  the  Harquesa  should  be  retained  and  educated 
a  Scotlwid,  They  inteidicted  and  prohibited  the  removal  of  the  Marquess  to 
)^gbnd ;  and  thus  threatened  with  the  penalties  of  fine  and  imprisonment  whosO' 
Per  should  be  uding  and  abetting  in  the  removal  of  the  young  nobleman  from  the' 
jimBdiction  of  the  Scotch  Courts.  This  again  rouaed  up  tie  wrath  of  Chancery, 
•ttl  in  their  turn  the  judges  in  Chancery  have  pronounced  an  injunction  against 
tte  MDtinuance  of  proceeding  in  the  Courts  of  Scotland,  They  say :  "  A  conflict 
«•  juiadiction  in  any  caae  is  an  evil.  But  in  a  matter  so  important  and  delicate 
iB  the  guardianahip  of  infants,  such  a  conflict  is  a  calamity.  It  is  the  duty  of  this 
Court  to  prevent  such  an  evil.  In  proportion  as  the  power  of  thia  Court,  exercised 
"mler  the  Great  Seal,  ia  enormoua,  ao  it  is  the  habit  and  duty  of  ita  judges  to  be 
<autioiis  and  careful  in  its  exeiciso.  The  system  on  which  t)m  Court  manages  the 
'Sure  of  infants  ia  a  benign  and  kindly  influence.    It  preventa,  &nd  where  it  can- 

I  ^  prevent,  it  iBoderates  and  soothw  all  augiy  disputations.  The  property  of 
'"'MtB  is  never  vaore  unri^teooaiy  squandered  tiaji  in  OTosecutJng  angry  quarrels 

I  ^togDar^anahip.    The  great  object  is  the  benefit  of  its  wards,  and  this  Court 

.  aovs  uo  jeabusy  on  matters  of  jurisdiction  which  can  interfere  with  the  pars- 
nouDt  duty  of  Becoring  every  benefit  which  its  wards  can  obtain  from  any  other 
ptter.  Between  an  English  jurisdiction  and  a  Scotch  jurisdiction,  when  tie 
CoiirtB  of  both  countries  sit  under  the  authority  of  the  aame  Sovereign  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  it  ia  of  essentia!  importance  that  a  harmonious  action  ahould  pre- 
™i,  Md  that  all  conflict  of  juriadiction  should  be  avoided." 

So  here  the  matter  rests,  nntil  the  House  of  Lords,  or  some  other  competent 
Mthority,  decide  who  is  to  be  in  loco  parentii  to  the  iUuatrioua  infant  who  is  now 
in  wma  danger  of  being  torn  in  pieces  between  the  nursing  mothers  who  contend 
JM  hie  possasdon. 
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THE  APPROACHING  CENSUS. 


Itf  aoBwer  to  inquiriee  received  from  the  coontrj,  we  have  to  mform  our  readen 
that  the  censuB  to  be  taken  oa  the  7th  of  April  will  have  no  relereDce  whatever 
to  the  Teligioui  penuasions  w  denominatiom  existuig  among  the  commnnity,  either 
by  personal  inquiry  or  by  numbering  the  attendance  in  the  varioua  churcheH  on  a 
given  Sabbath.  In  addition  to  the  usual  puticulars  of  the  name,  lex,  age,  rani,, 
profenion  or  occupation,  condition,  relationship  to  the  head  of  the  hotue,  and  tnrth- 
pkce  of  every  inmate  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  the  echedulee  will  have  a  colunm  li>| 
be  filled  up  with  the  number  of  young  people  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen, 
who  attended  school  daring  the  pre^ding  week ;  and  euumetaton  will  have  te 
Btate  the  number  of  rootna  in  each  hoose  that  have  windows.  These  two  importeit 
particulars,  which  are  new  features  in  the  census,  apply  only  to  Scotland,  luid  will 
not  be  included  in  the  English  returns.  Schedules  aro  to  be  left  ob  the  6tii  of 
April,  and  collected  on  the  Ith. 

THE  POPE  AND  DE  CDMMING. 

We  copy  the  following^  iTaprit  from  the  Dvitfemlitie  Prat,  as  a  rather  cinioa 
comment  on  the  "  'nirnbull"  controveiey,  <rf  which  we  have  heard  bo  much  d 
late:— 

"  The  Pope  has  appointed  the  Hev.  Dr  Cununing,  of  London,  to  t«ke  diargeof 
the  archivea  of  the  Inquisition  in  Rome.  The  office  is  at  once  lucrative  and  haIKln^< 
able.  It  wiU  be  his  duty  to  arrange  inti^  something  like  order  the  inunense  naa 
of  documenta,  to  digeet  them,  and  to  make  such  selections  for  publication  as  be  i 
thinks  will  throw  li^t  upon  the  ^rincirJes  and  constitution  of  the  Romieh  Chnick  | 
This  appointment  has  dven  unmiugled  Batdstaction  to  the  Roman  Catholic  ctun- 
muuity,  who,  as  is  weUknown,  never  make  any  distinction  of  creed  in  t2ie  filling np 
of  important  offlcee,  and  who  have  rather  a  leaning  than  otherwise  to  Protestants. 
What  adds  to  the  grace  of  his  appointment  is,  that  it  stands  in  hapj^  contrast  to 
the  bigoted  treatment  of  Mr  Tumbull  bv  some  Protestants.  This  gentlemsi. 
having  become  a  Romanist,  was  placed  in  tlie  Rolls  House,  that  he  migU  eaamii»  i 
the  public  records,  which  ooDtain  a  history  of  the  stmggUe  of  Frotest^ntism  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  a  view  to  pubhcation.  These  intolerant  Fro'  i 
teetanle  supposed  that  in  a  work  of  this  kind  impartiahty  could  scarcely  be  ezpectd  j 
from  a  Roman  Cathohc ;  and  they  made  such  a  noise  about  it,  that  Mr  Turnbnll  | 
has  resigned  his  situation.  Really  one  is  gtdiamed  of  one's  countiTmcn.  Loodmi 
and  Edinburgh  are  no  longer  fit  places  for  men  of  enlightened  and  liberal  senti-. 
BuentB.    They  will  be  compelled  to  emigrate  in  a  body  to  Vienna  and  Rome." 


EDITORIAL  NOTE. 

The  pi^ent  Editor  of  the  Magazine  having  undertaken  an  hnportont  chii^j 
deemed  it  his  duty,  some  months  sinco,  to  tender  to  the  Publisbera  the  resignatid 
of  his  office  as  Editor.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  a  gentleman  ot  ezpet 
ence  and  abihty,  into  whose  hands  the  management  is  now  committed.  Aftal 
BUGceseful  experience  of  fifteen  months,  the  present  Editor  withdraws,  with  til 
earnest  hope  that  the  future  career  of  the  MagaHne  may  be  dtaracterized  h, 
tinued  and  growing  saccees. 

Printed  by  Mdksat  and  Gibb,  North-Eaat  ThistJe  BVcttii  Lane,  uid  Fublisbed  4 
Wiij.uit  OuFBAVi  and  Co.,  7,  South  Bridge,  Edinburgh,  on  the  Ist  of  Mu« 

laei. 
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ADOPTION:    A   SERMON. 


t  adoplioiu"— Bom.  viii.  16. 

free  grace,  whereby  we  are  received  info 
;o  all  the  privileges,  of  the  sons  of  God." 
ipirit  of  an  adopted  child.  There  is  a  con- 
pirit— the  temper,  the  disposition — which 
ndflgo,  and  the  spirit — the  temper,  the  dis- 
1  cooditioQ  of  sonship.  Every  ope  recog- 
iD,  and  every  one  can  see  how  each  relation 
rit.  The  spirit  of  bondage  tends  to  fear. 
t  of  one  moved  with  fear,  who  shuns  hi| 
!r  his  frown,  and  yields  obedience  only  froig. 
spirit  of  adoption  is  a  free  spirit,  delight- 
Hnding  pleasure  in  doing  the  Father's  will. 

0  those  who  are  "under  the  law  ;"  whose 
wrath,  and  whose  dread  of  wrath  intensifies 

id  enmity.  Those  who  are  addressed  as 
under  the  law" — had  been  the  suhjecta  of 
ihespirit  of  bondage.  But  now  "theytrere 
■ace:"  they  had  "received  the  adoption  of . 
IS,  God  had  sent  forth  the  spirit  of  His  Sou 
Father."  This,  then,  ia  the  contract :  law 
3,"  grace  geiidereth  "  the  spirit  of  adoption." 
iting  the  spirit  of  the  child-state  with  the 
is  to  be  observed,  that  it  is  the  spirit  of  one 
is  especially  described ;  and  we  note  this, 
/hilc  the  privileges  of  an  adopted  child  are 
i  a  child  by  birtb,  there  will  always  be  some 
:pcrience  of  an  adopted  child.     The  feelings 

1  be  somewhat  different  from  the  feelings  of 
;  the  spirit  of  the  repentant  prodigal,  even 

father's  love,  must  have  elements  which 
if  him  who  has  never  f^lt  dissatisfaction 
lor  wasted  the  substance  which  his  father 
ured  of  our  relation  to  God  as  His  "  daar 

somewhat  different  from  the  spirit  of  those 
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■who  have  kept  their  first  estate.  These  peculiar  elements,  in  the  case  of 
the  adopted,  do  not  constitute  a  new  affection,  but,  like  certain  tones  in 
music — that  are  called  chromatic  tones,  because  they  give  a  colouring  b)  (he 
music  without  effecting  a  transition  into  a  different  key — they  give  a  coll)ll^ 
ing  to  their  experience,  and  to  tbe  form  in  which  their  experiatM  axptCBSK 
itself,  although  they  do  not  constitute  a  different  relationship.  Bot  it  is 
time  to  inqnire,  What  arc  the  qualities  that  distinguish  the  spirit  of  adoptioDt 

1.  It  is  a  spirit  of  veneration. — The  Apostle  refers  to  this  when  he  says, 
"  We  have  had  fathers  of  ouf  flesh,  to  whom  we  gave  reverence."  A  ciiUd 
venerates  his  father — has  a  high  esteem  of  his  superior  qualities.  To  a  lilUe 
child,  his  father's  excellence  is  not  only  superior,  but  supreme;  and  it  b 
this  feature  of  it  we  transfer  from  the  earthly  to  the  Divine  relationship. 
Whatever  the  veneration  which  a  child  has  for  his  father,  it  is  but  the  ^ 
of  that  deeper  veneration  which  we  ought  to  cherish  toward  our  Father  ia 
heaven.  "  Thy  child  looks  up  to  thee  as  the  greatest  and  the  wisest  dim 
in  the  worid — and  in  hk  world  thou  art  such.  He  has  not  seen  thee  eub- 
ject  to  the  proud  man's  contumely  ;  he  has  not  witnessed  thy  visage  becoDie 
pale  under  the  '  cold  charitieB  of  man  to  man  ;'  he  comprehends  not  tb« 
foolishness  of  thy  wisest  things.  He  only  knows  thee  in  thy  strength, 
where  thou  art  conqueror  and  king."  Ay,  and  even  when  the  child  has 
grown  old  enough  to  know  that  Us  father  is  not  a  very  paragon  of  ex- 
cellence, there  is  titat  in  the  relationship  which  commands  respect  and  re- 
verence ;  and  it  is  only  when  there  is  something  sadly  lacking  in  the  fatter, 
or  something  awfully  depraved  in  the  child,  that  this  respect  and  reverence 
are  wanting. 

The  spirit  of  veneration  is  an  essential  feature  of, the  "spirit  of  adop- 
tion"—reverence  for  God — Hia  supreme,  infinite  excellence  !  In  ffim 
enlarging  acquaintance  finds  no  defect — increasing  intimacy  no  infirmi^. 
Nay,  the  study  of  a  lifetime  only  strengthens  the  estimate  of  admiration  fflJ 
reverence ;  and  even  whea  (he  obscurities  of  earth  shall  be  succeeded  by  the 
glories  of  heaven— when  that  which  is  partial  shall  be  succeeded  by  ttil 
which  is  perfect,  we  shall  be  ready  to  breathe  forth  our  reveresce  in  the  ei- 
clamation,  "  Who  can  by  searching  find  out  God?  who  can  find  ont  the 
Almighty  unto  perfection  T  " 

2.  It  is  a  spirit  of  love. — The  family  circle  is  ordained  of  God  to  b* 
the  home  of  love.  How  beauteous  the  spectacle,  and  how  blessed 'the  el&A 
when  conjugal,  parental,  and  filial  affection  are  all  appropriajtely  expressed! 
But  our  subject  leads  us  to  speak  particularly  of  filial  love.  A  child  love* 
his  father.  Long  before  he  is  able  to  analyze  his  afifection,  or  appreciate hi9 
&ther's  virtues,  or  understand  his  obligations  to  his  father,  he  can  evince  hi> 
desire  towards  him,  and  his  delight  in  him.  "  Doth  not  nature  itself  teach 
him?"  The  law  of  love  is  written  upon  his  heart;  so  that,  prior  to  all  the 
teachings  of  man,  the  child  is  taught  of  God  to  love  his  &ther.  And  m  the 
child  comes  to  understand  the  nature  of  his  relationship — how  much  he  >-' 
dependent  on  paternal  care — how  much  he  owes  to  paternal  tenderness- 
how  he  can  be  without  carefulness,  because  his  father  cares  for  him — M* 
how  every  arrangemeot  for  his  present  enjoyment  and  his  future  welfiire  B 
managed  by  his  father's  skill — the  decisions  of  judgment  second  the  prompt' 
ings  of  die  heart,  principle  combines  with  instinct  to  form  the  ^rpe  of  tender,  I 
ardent,  and  endearing  love.  If  God  be  our  Father,  with  what  mamwr  "f 
love  should  we  regard  Him  !  We  comfort  ourselves  with  the  thought,  Atf 
"as  afatberpitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord[itieth  tbem  that  f^  Bui' 
lei  iiB  realiz6_the  duties,  while  we  prize  Uie  privU^gjies  of  the  eoaietSeD, ; 


'in 

fiiren  a  j^Me  in  God's  fiuaiilj,  tlia  name  of  a  torn  or  a  danglitav,  whftt  ■■■- 
Ber  of  spirit  beoomee  tha  relatioaabip  f  Assuradlj,  the  spirit  of  grstalbl 
and  complacent  love,— tke  spirit  which  flads  in  eyepy  new  token  of  Oad's 
goodnwa  a  nsw  sawvie  of  satiafttction,  and  in  vmtf  display  of  His  charaet«r 
a  Q«w  souree  c^  delight ;  uid  whiah,  in  the  «xperi»ace  at  His  goodness  iMd 
the  ooDtempltttioa  of  His  glory,  niU  efy,  "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  bat 
Thee  ?  and  there  is  none  b  all  th*  earth  whom  I  denre  beslda  Tbe»." 

3.  It  is  a  S{Hrit  of  coBAdenee.— We  raueiab^  tha  httta  storji  of  the  bay 
vho,  when  the  barl  in  wlueh  he 'sailed  was  threatened  with  dastruatm, 
muntained  his  coaftpositra,  and  gave  bintsalf  to  play,  while  all  wIm  sailed 
with  him  were  fitttd  with  tenroi  and  alam  : 


""•'Sf 


rting  thus,'  the  >eamcu  oriad-, 
tcoublM  uvenrheln.  P ' 
yield  to  lnax  F'  tb*  boy  repJieS  \, 
■  FiiUiw'B  at  the  Mm?'" 


a>  if  no  difficulty  wera  too  great  far  his  father  to  0TeTaaa&-~iio  danger  tao 
great  for  his  father  to  aT«rt  it  A  fiae  piston  o£  filial  ooafidence  I  iW' 
«iDfii£ng  spirit  WW  strong  in  its  ipuwaww ;  &>r,  howeTei!  ready  a  &llwr 
maj  be  to  stians  arery  narva,  to  tax  vrvej  Msergy,  to  make  every  nnmiiar 
for  his  chSd,  thnc  are  eaaea  in  which  all  tbee^  feil  to  aaewre  protectioa  Gmt 
Ae  objeet  of  bie  lore.  But  abhaagh  the  child  may  ovflR»te  tha  resoaTCaB  of 
iiie  eacthly  &ther,  we  cannot  overrate  the  reseorcM  of  our  baavfflily  Father, 
Mr  eheriab  a  coa&denea  in  Him  whitih  His  pawei,  wisdom,  and  goodness 
i"  not  faliy  justify.  A  chQd  csnnfit  always  be  nniar  bis  iath^s  eye ;  and 
«^a  away  firom  hia  ^esaoce,  evil  may  befitU  him  i  hut  Ged  is  not  far  from 
b;  one  of  aa  }  we  an  evar  wi^ia  th«  resioh  of  His  haad,  uadar  the  notice 
otBifl  eye.  A  Gather  maet  often  be  omupied  witli  nattera  that  only  very 
motely  affect  his  child,  and  he  may  be  so  osoBpied  with  tiMsa  uatters  as  tio 
Ih  oblirioua  of  hb  child's  interests  :  hut  every  child  oi  God  may  eberiA  the 
penna^a  that  he  ie  at  all  times  aa  traly  present  to  thA  euad  of  his  Father, 
u  if  there  vera  na  othar  Maeture  i«  haavan  ar  oa  earth  that  reqnirad  Hie 
■are.  A  eluld  nay  be  exposed  io  evil  with  which  hi*  fath«  ra^anet  grapple ; 
*Bd  ofltimas  may  we*  hear  tha  father  bewailing  his  ioabUity  to  vard  «C 
fr(HB  his  laved  one  tha  aosanlt  (£  discaae,  or  stay  1^  kaod  of  death !  btst 
u  there  anytboig  toa  hard  %x  tha  Iiord  ^  A  father  may,  eiea  with  the 
kindest  intaaticMie,  do  that  wUril  prov«e  datrinental  to  hia  child's  interests, 
ud  injare  wh«e  he  means  io  Imnafit :  but  God  is  a.  God  c^  knowledge — 
HealoDe  is  wise.  And  finally,  a  father  may  sometimes  allow  h«iBelf  bo  be 
overborne  by  hia  dtild's  entreMy,  aad  yidd  what  is  unreasonable  ia  its 
nature,  aad  iujoriotie  in  its  infliiimce-.  but  our  Fatker  in  heaTen  loves  as 
toQ  wisriy  to  gratify  o^  wishes  at  the  •xpeeso  of  wir  wrifw«.  He  will 
Hot  give  Hia  Ghildrea  a  stone  when  they  ask  isa  bread ;  ae,  nor  will  He 
offer  them  a  sen^ion,  although  they  should  faatohljr  estreat  it.  Lei  ns 
nppose  the  case  of  children  in  two  families;  in  the  oaa  of  whicb,  the 
^iUten  know  that  their  &thar  will  not  say  them  nayv.-'that  tkey  ean  make 
aure  «f  soacase  hj  AtA  of  eatraaty ;  and  m  the  otber,  the  cUldratt  know  that, 
^  eveiy  tUspositka  to  gratify  tbeir  wishas,  thm  fathar  baa  u  stronger 
d«9UK  to  proraate  their  tnieet  w^ikre.-~tbat  tkeir  paction  will  be  refiieed  or 
mtad  secording  aa  their  father  thinks  the  grant  or  refaaal  will  be  for  their 
c^-  Whaae  ie  tha  hj^tpiar  eoni&tau  1  and  which  father  is  wc»thy  of  the 
Ntirait  ooofidenceT  TUrs  Is  th«  happi«r  tot  whose  ieik»T-  guides  bis 
P*nntal  BAettiau  with  t&tntiaa,  aad  tb«ar  falltcr  is  most  sorthy  of  eon- 
Mwce.  .  Afid,  sa  u^g,,  wobonA omadvea  to>pat  our tmst »  God, — ** le 
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trust  in  TTim  at  all  times,  and  pour  out  our  hearta  before  Him,  and  to  make 
Him  our  refuge."  Let  ub  give  Him  our  confidence,  and  He  w^  give  ni  tlie 
deaire  of  our  heart,  or  be  better  to  us  tban  our  wisbee. 

4.  It  19  a  spirit  of  obedience. — A  decree  went  out  in  the  olden  time,  from 
^ushan  the  palace,  "  that  every  man  should  bear  rule  in  his  own  bouse." 
.A  higher  authority  has  enacted  that  the  will  of  the  head  should  be  law  to 
the  members  of  the  fitmily :  "  Children,  obeyyour  parents  in  all  things  ;  for 
tiiis  is  well  pleasing  unto  the  Lord."  '  After  the  same  manner  are  we  to  be- 
have ourselves  as  members  of  the  bouse  of  Grod,  the  children.of  His  fiunily. 

"I  must  be  about  My  Faliter's  bnsineBB,"  said  the  Saviour-cbild,  when 
He  was  about  twelve  years  of  age;  and  at  no  subsequent  period  did  He    [ 
modi^  the  statement,  or  diaca^  the  principle  whi<dL  it  embodied.     He    ; 
never  lost  sight  of  the  business  vrith  which  His  Father  had  entrusted  Him,    ■ 
nor  slighted  any  intimation  of  His  Father's  will  as  to  the  manner  in  whicli 
it  was  to  be  executed.     He  so  identified  Himself  with  the  Father,  that  He 
'Could  say,  "  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  Me,  and  to  finish 
Hid  work."    JtA  the  partaking  of  food  convenient  for  us  gratifies  an  appetite 
of  our  nature,  and  yields  satisfaction,  so  the  doing  of  the  will  of  Hie  Father 
graced  a  higher  appetite,  and  yielded  a  sweeter  satisfaction.     As  in  the 
volume  of  the  book  it  was  written  of  Him,  so  at  every  stage  of  His  wo^  it 
might  have  been  declared  by  Him,  "  I  delist  to  do  Thy  will,  O  My  God ; 
yea,  Thy  law  ip  within  My  heart." 

The  spirit  of  the  "First-bom"  ought  to  be  the  spirit  of  the  "many 
brethren  "  who  compose  the  family  of  God ;  and  "  if  any  man  have  not  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  Hia."  There  are  two  circumstances  by  which 
this  obedience  must  be  distinguished: — First,  Whatever  the  subject  to  w/iid 
the  intimeUion  of  the  mU  of  Qod  mag  refer.  "  He  that  is  faithful  in  thai 
which  b  least,  is  feithful  also  in  much ;  and  he  that  is  unjust  in  the  least, 
is  unjust  also  in  much."  The  question  is  not — ought  not  to  be — In  what 
category  is  the  commandment  to  be  placed  ?  is  it  one  of  the  least,  or  one  of 
the  greatest  of  the  commandments' T  but,  Is.it  a  command  of  our  Father! 
If  it  be,  there  ia  no  room  for  debate,  and  there  must  be  no  attempt  at 
evasion.  Whether  it  refer  to  the  employment  of  our  time,  or  the  appro- 
priation of  our  property — whether  it  refw  to  the  observance  of  au  wrdi- 
nance,  or  the  surrender  of  a  treasure — whether  it  concern  our  neighbour's 
rights,  or  our  own  salvation — when  we  hetu'  the  voice  of  God,  we  must 
^ve  an  attentive  ear ;  and  when  we  recognise  His  command,  we  must  set 
ourselves  to  obey. 

Secondly,  Whatever  the  maimer  m  which  ihe  will  of  God  ia  nutde  knoun.     It 
is  a  Bound  canon  of  criticism,  that  we  are  to  regard  as  Christian  doctrine 
not  only  what  is  revealed  in  express  terms,  but  also  that  which  is  dedadUe 
by  necessary  inference.     And  so,  in  regard  to  Christian  duly,  there  are 
many  things  obligatory  which  are  not  inculcated  in  express  terms.     If  an 
express  command  had  been   necessary  for  every  form  of  duty  in  evtsy    ' 
varying  scene,  the  world  could  not  contain  the  books  that  must  have  beM    I 
written.     But  Scripture  gives  us  a  great  principle — it  gives  us  illnstrative 
examples ;  and  then  leaves  it  to  an  enli^tened  mind  and  a  good  consmence    I 
to  determine  the  application  of  the  principle  to  the  various  circumstances  of    : 
our  lot.     Let  n»  t^e  an  illustration  of  this  diversity  in  the  way  of  making 
known  the  wilt  of  God.     In  the  Acts  of  the  Aposties,  we  an  told  that,' 
when  Peterw&a  to  be  sent  to  the  house  of  Cornelius  to  preach  the  Gospel 
io  the  Gentiles,  he  was  prepared  fiir  the  mission  by  a  vision,  in  which  God 
instructed  him  "not  to  call  any  man  common  or  unclean."    Ani  "while 
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Peter  thought  on  the  vision,  ,the  Spirit  Baid  unto  him,  Behold,  diree  men 
seek  thee.  Arise  tJierefore,  and  get  thee  down,  and  go  with  them,  doubtjng 
nothing ;  for  I  have  sent  them."  Here  was  an  express  command,  and 
forthwith  Peter  yielded  a  cheerful  obedience.  In  the  history  of  Paul's 
joamey,  we  are  told  that,  when  he  was  at  Troas,  "  a  vision  appeared  to 
him  in  the  night :  there  stood  a  man  of  Macedonia,  and  prayed  him,  say- 
ing, Come  over  and  help  us."  Here  was  no  express  command,  but  there  was 
an  indmation  of  the  Divine  will,  which  he  could  not  diafegard.  "  And 
after  he  had  seen  the  vision,  immedinlely  we  endeavoured  to  go  into  Mace- 
donia, assuredly  gathering  that  the  Lord  had  called  us  for  to  preach  the 
Gospel  unto  them."  And  whereva\  and  however,  ive  assuredli/ gatiier  ^h&t  the 
will  of  the  Lord  is,  we  must  hold  ourselves  ready  to  do  it. 

5.  It  is  a  spirit  of  submission, — It  la  as  much  the  duty  of  a  child  to 
acqaiesce  in  his  father's  appointments  as  to  obey  his  father's  command-  , 
ment :  the  filial  spirit,  as  really  prompt  to  submission  as  to  service, 
bears  what  a  father  imposes,  tis  well  as  does  what  a  father  enjoins.  A 
father  may  subject  a  son  to  discipline  which  is  felt  to  be  seyere ;  he  may 
restrict  him  in  bis  food,  from  a  regard  to  his  health  ;  he  may  withhold  Lim 
frdm  scenes  and  fellowships  to  which  be  is  disposed  to  addict  himself,  irom 
n  regard  to  his  moral  well-being ;  be  may,  in  times  of  sickness,  administer 
tlie  nauseous  drug,  or  apply  the  burning  cautery ;  he  may  use  "  the  rod. 
of  correction  to  drive  out  tlio  folly  which  is  bound  np  in  his  heart,"  and 
may  "not  spare  for  his  crying;" — and  the  child  who  is  rightly  exercised 
will  submit  himself  in  all  this,  not  because  he  understands  the  reason  and 
KK  the  wisdom  of  all,  but  beeanae  it  is  his  father's  doing,  and  be  knows  his 
btber  will  do  all  for  the  best. 

"The  Lord  apeaketh  unto  us  as  unto  children.  My  son,  despise  not  thou 
Ibe  chastening  of  the  Lord,  nor  teiat  when  thou  ak  rebuked  of  Him."  "  We 
gave  reverence  to  the  fathers  of  our  flesh  when  they  corrected  us  ;  shall  we 
not  much  rather  be  in  subjection  unto  the  Father  of  spirits,  and  Uvet" 
"  Tea,"  the  filial  spirit  replies, 

"  M;  FftlLer  huowa  wbit'B  good  and  fit, 
And  wisdom  guides  His  love  j 
To  His  appointment  I  sabmit, 
And  evBij  eholca  approva." 

An  elder  brotfaer's  example  has  an  inKuence  over  the  other  children  of  iJie 
hmily ;  and  it  is  a  happy  thing  when  he  is  so  well  instructed,  and  so  dutifal) 
iba.1  he  may  be  held  forth  as  an  example.  In  the  "  house  of  God  "  it  is 
flnphatically  so,  equally  in  regard  to  obedience  and  submission.  If  we 
sboald  encounter  opposition  from  the  wOrld,  let  us  "  consider  Him  who 
endnred  the  contradiction  of  sinners  against  Himself,  lest  we  be  wearied  and 
fiiint  in  our  minds  ;"  if  we  abonld  suffer  chastisement  more  directly  from 
the  hand  of  God,  let  us  remember  how  it  "  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  Him, 
and  to  put  Him  to  grief."  Amid  the  pangs  of  that  mysterious  woe  that 
wmng  "Hii  aoul  in  Gethsemane,  and  drew  forth  from  His  agonized  frame 
"  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood,  falling  down  to  the  ground,"  He  prayed 
the  Father  that,  if  it  were  poaaible,  the  cup  might  pass  from  Him  ;  yet, 
whilat  thus  crying  for  relief— ^and  we  should  have  been  led  to  doubt  the 
mlity  of  Hiahnmanity  if  He  had  not  shrunk  irom  suffering  and  desired 
^verance— He  added,  in  the  spirit  of  meek  aubniiasion,  "  nevertheless,  not 
My  will,  but  Thine,  be  done."  In  such  a  spirit  does  it  become  us  "  to  yield 
oorselvea  to  God,"  giving  Him  credit  for  wisdom  and  love,  even  when 
least  Bbte  to  discern  the  reasons  of  His  procedure.     If  the  dark  clouds  of 
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n  ga^er  around  our  pkth  i  if  tbe  stotos  of  advetsity  Mat  vpm  oOt 
it  if  "foei  aboatd  hate  and  fHends  disown  ob;"  if  richea  should  take  ts 
nsdlTeB  wings,  and  flee  away  as  an  eagle  towards  heavftn  }  if  "  loTer  ttoi 
Umi  should  be  removed  far  hrcmi  ue,  and  onr  aoqiftuntaoce  into  darkness; 
if  we  ^ouU  be  "chastened  on  our  bed  with  pain,  and  the  multitude  of  ow 
btnes  with  sore  ptia  ;"  yea,  and  if  men  ebonld  ooabioe  to  rob  as  of  oat 
mpdtation,  and  oaM  out  om  name  as  evil, — "  let  us  tnut  in  the  oame  of  the 
L^d,  and  stay  upon  our  Ood." 

"  0  let  m;  trembling  soul  be  sUn, 

W^lle  dftrknesa  Tsils  tbla  mortal  eje, 
A»a  wait  Thy  wise,  Tliy  holy  will, 

Wrapt  yet  in  feire  and  myslerj. 
I  canuBt  Lord,  Thy  purpose  see; 
Tet  ftll  is  well,  DHoa  roiaS  by  Tbse." 

Sacb  is  the  spirit  of  adoption  :  the  reverent  sprrit — the  loving  Bpirit--thB 
confiding  spirit — the  obedient  spirit — the  submissive  spirit.  Let  us  empio; 
die  illustration  as  a  teat  by  which  to  try  our  state  before  God.  The  filial 
diaposition  proclaims  the  filial  relation  ;  and  if  we  have  the  witness  in  oar- 
selves  that  we  possess  the  "  spirit  of  adoption,"  we  shall  have  evidence 
"  tiiat  we  are  the  children  of  God ;  and  if  children,  then  bears ;  beiis  of 
God,  and  joint -heirs  with  Christ." 
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My  mind  has  been  a  good  deal  occupied  with  the  prospects  of  students  and 
|»r6Achers  in  our  Church ;  and  perhaps  a  lev  reaiarks  may  call  attention  to 
anbjeot  whirl  cannot  be  too  soon  discussed.  Many  intcreata  are  bound 
up  IB  this  qu'    lion. 

The  atteiK^  ice  of  students  in  our  Theological  Institution  is  most  en- 
couraging. According  to  the  reports  laid  before  the  Synod,  the  number  of 
regular  students,  for  the  last  five  years,  ranged  team  190  to  202.  As  the 
curriculum  embraces  five  sessions,  it  follows  {rtmi  this,  that  nearly  forty 
students  leave  the  Hall  each  aessioU,  uid  are  lic^iaed  to  preach.  This  year 
the  average  is  somewhat  increased^ — no  less  than  forty~three  preachers  are 
addad  to  the  existing  roil.  But,  behind  this  imposing  dl^ay  t^  figures,  ifi 
frU^  the  Chuivh  feels,  not  unnaturally,  a  swelling  of  exuItatioB,  there  lias 
a  ^cture  not  so  pleasant  to  the  ey«  of  oontemplatioii.  What  is  the  histoiy 
at  these  young  mm,  when  th<^  leave  the  Divin^y  HaU,  and  are  declared  l^ 
tba  competaat  anthoritjes  qualified  to  proclaim  the  message  of  salvation  T 

One  hat  meets  us  at  the  outset,  and  that  it,  that  not  mwe  than  one- 
half  of  them  can  be  provided  for  ia  coDuectton  with  the  Hobm  Chureh. 
Tin  demand  arising  from  ooagregations  whose  pulpita  have  become  vacant, 
is  Bot  greater  than  has  now  been  stated.  Let  us  say,  then,  that  twMity 
pcaachere  are  licensed  every  year,  who  have  no  prospact  whatever  of  be- 
MBoing  ministers  of  the  United  Presbyteriaa  Synod.  Unless,  therefore, 
tfaair  views  of  usefulness  ext«nd  to  a  much  larger  area  than  our  Church, 
widiin  its  present  limits,  theire  b  preparatitHi  hem  for  many  a  sad  thought, 
fiu:  much  bitt«r  disappointment.  N^or  can  this  staite  of  mattes  be  remedied, 
ta  any  exteat  at  least,  by  the  enlargameat  of  Our  boundaries.  Ezeluding 
GHMgow,  Ediubuigb,  Dundee,  as  gteat  centres  of  popalatiout  «nd  a  few 
^MWB  in  the  rural  districta,  ^ere  is  no  room  for  church  extension  in  Scot- 
Mad.:    Thara  ext  three  .thoasand  ohurchea  in  Scotland  for  a  populatioD  <( 
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about  Aree  mUlioits ;  wb^e  there  are  no  more  ttum  seTW  Imndrod  cfaandieB 
in  London,  though  its  infa&tntaDta  ore  nearly  aa  nuiaerons.  The  erangdical 
denomiBatioBi  u  Scotland  could,  at  tUs  time,  sn|^y  churcbaccoBimodation 
lo  cveiy  man,  woown,  wad  child  who  could  attend  uptn  Divine  erdiitsnces, 
thougb  tb«re  wae  not  a  single  carekes  person  throughoiit  its  extent.  What 
8cotlaod  srgentl^  requires  is  miuioaary  effort,  not  the  erection  of  new 
plaoes  of  Kwstik).  We  do  not  need  more  pastore,  for  in  eot^e  fdacee  their 
number  mi^t  be  redaced,  vithont  any  s[Hritaal  iutersEt  being  injnred ;  but 
we  do  need  nore  evangelists.  The  estensioB  of  our  Church  in  England 
scircoly  aSecbB  ovr  ai^mneBt.  We  wish  this  new  movement  all  svcoees, 
sod,  we  trust,  od  higher  than  denomination^  grounds.  XboDsasdsitf  pn^ts 
in  Eaghud  arc  oocapied  by  men  who  do  not  believe  ^e  doctrints  which 
tbey  have  Mbscribed,  wbo  preach  a  gospel  which  is  on  goap^  and  over 
i^om  Paul  would  pronounce  a  terrible  anathetsa.  Bm  the  e Aenaiwi  of  enr 
Chardi  in  England,  and  particularly  in  Londiw,  is  a  slow  and  costly  expcri- 
BKHt;  and  the  denund  from  the  South,  for  some  oonsiderable  time,  will  not 
npply  many  c^mniegs  for  the  probationerB.  If  the  fle<:tion  of  our  GhuT(^  ia 
£nglMd  were  to  form  aa  union  with  what  nay  be  named  at  preaent  the 
Gngiiih  aactaoB  of  the  Free  Ghnrch,  the  case  weuld  be  entirely  ^ecrad. 
Uiisn  wooid  give  strength  and  courage^  and,  under  the  happy  impulse  of 
MirzetU,  nuneroas  chnrehes  might  be  established  in  places  when  each 
dnominatioB  is  at  pnseut  too  feeble  to  niak«  the  attempt. 

Hny  preachers  enter  upon  the  field  of  foreign  missienH,  bat  the  fvopor- 
ta  Tfai^  tbey  bear  to  'Onr  students  I  cannM  state  "vnth  preeisiaB.  Dr 
Sonerville,  oar  able  and  eealous  Foreign  Secretary,  prepiared  as  analgia  of 
^tiad  two  or  three  years  ago,  the  results  of  which  at  once  surprised  and 
d^bted  me  ;  bat  the  ligares  have  escaped  «y  nooUection.  But,  aiakiiig 
«nq  deduction,  there  still  remains  a  lar^  nomber  who,  as  matters  now 
Hand,  must  eitbu-  continue  on  the  preachers'  Hat,  or  betake  tfaemeeJves  to 
some  other  occupation.  The  question  recurs,  Can  nothing  be  dooe  for  these 
prolatiooOTs,  or,  at  least,  for  some  of  tbcan  ?  •  Are  there  no  fields  of  Chria- 
<iu  Umar,  where  tbeir  edacated  talent  could  be  honoaiably  and  usefully 
ployed  t  Should  their  youtiirul  enthusiasm,  and  their  high  hopes,  and 
^or  ardent  conseErat*on  of  themsdves  t»  Qod,  when  tbey  were  first  com- 
iivnoned  to  preach  the  aneearchable  richea  of  Ouist,  be  allowed  to  pass 
my,  uti!  at  ]aet  tbeir  ambition  reaches  no  farther  than  aapplyiog  a 
■■'iter's  p^pit  during  his  aeoesBary  absence  T  I  feet  for  tbese  young  men 
"■DK  thai  I  choose  to  express  upon  paper.  T^ere  is  a  viHon  before  me 
'^  fowg  mea,  with  fine  talMK,  aoootaplished  acholarehip,  and  hdy  teai, 
*Miog  their  energies  in  oar  xiidst;  and  when  I  tbink  upon  what  they 
■■ight  be,  and  upon  what  tbey  might  do,  were  they  removed  to  a  suitable 
^iws  'ftf  itJaaar,'l  am  sometimes  mnstimined  to  cry  out  in  spirit  to  each  of 
1^  ths  words  addressed  of  tdd  to  the  desponding  pro^et,  when  he  sSed 
into  the  wilderness — What  dbst  thou  here,  Elijah! 
I  T^'n  is,  for  example,  our  vast  colonial  empire,  every  year  increasing  in 
i  PifaUticn  and  in  inflsence.  These  colonies  will  not  be  able  for  a  long  peciod, 
[  It  II  to  be  feared,  to  'educate  ministers  io  Mtfficient  nnmbra»  to  meet  their 
'^jBitnal  neceasittee.  We  must  send  preat^ters  to  tfaetn,  (est,  in  the  pMrsnit 
^nstnial  wealth,  tbey  ^andon  all  concern  for  tbe  true  riches.  They  are 
J"^**" oequtrymen,  toying  the  foundations  of  )mm«»ie  kingdoms,  whose 
fiWeaoB  m  the  welbre  of  unboin  generations  cannot  be  estimated^  and  it 
'^^'^ntioost  importance,  that  these  foundations  be  laid  ds^  in  truth  and 
:    "**«H*H)ss.    ThOTe.  is  Neva  Scotia,  in  which  an  anion  took  place  <tait 
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antomn  between  the  Free  Church  and  oar  own,.undOT  the  faacinoiiuiii| 
name  of  the  tTnitfd  PreflbTteiian  Church.  The  churches,  ne  believe,  are 
all  free  from  debt;  the  minimum  stipend  is  L.150;  and  there  are  aomevacaiit 
congregations  who  would  give  a  more  than  usual  welcomb  to  preachers  from 
Scotland.  An  union  between  the  two  Churches  in  Canada  will  be  consum- 
mated thie  summer;  and  this,  it  is  supposed,  will  increase  the  demuid  for 
ministers  from  the  mother  country.  And  this  is  the  more  readily  to  be  ex- 
pected, as,  from  the  depressed  state  of  Canada  for  the  last  few  years,  few 
preachers  have  been  sent  out.  But  Canada  is  a  yoong  and  proBperooB 
country.  She  has  within  her  all  the  elements  that  make  a  country  great 
and  powerful ;  and  of  late  her  rate  of  progress  has  exceeded  even  that  of  the 
United  States.  Canada  is  now  rapidly  recovering  from  her  reverses,  and  a 
large  number  of  preachers  could  there  easily  find  openings  for  Christian 
nsefulneas.  And  there,  too,  is  Australia,  where  the  gold  is  so  plentiful  and  th« 
gospel  is  BO  scarce.  There  an  union  was  recently  formed  between  the  three 
Presbyterian  bodies,  the  basis  of  which  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  that  in  Canada 
'  and  Nova  Scotia.  Some  ministers  of  the  United  Presbyterian  and  Fre« 
Churches  did  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  enter  into  that  anion,  and  the;r 
remain  as  they  were.  The  root  of  bitterness  here  is  the  State  endowment, 
—that  accursed  thing  which,  wherever  it  springs  up,  troubles  chnrches  and 
sows  discord  among  Ibem  ;  but  it  will  speedily  be  removed.  Then  all  parties 
may  form  a  consistent  anion,  and  act  in  concert  upon  the  mass  of  worldli- 
ness  and  wickedness  with  which  they  are  surrounded.  To  young  men  who 
are  disposed  to  rough  it  a  little  for  a  few  years,  our  colonies  present  a  mag- 
nificent field  of  usefulness.  And  hett«r,  far  better,  a  little  roughing  of  this 
kind  for  a  few  years  in  a  new  country,  where  the  population  is  rapidly  on 
the  increase,  and  men's  circumstances  are  ever  improving,  than  the  dtrU 
monotony  of  a  pastoral  charge  in  an  over-churched  village  or  town  in  Scot- 
land, and  the  miserable  humiliatjons  incident  to  such  a  position.  There  is 
no  possible  comparison. 

In  making  these  saggestJons,  is  it  out  of  place  to  revert  to  the  TTnited 
Presbyterian  Church  ofAlnericat  ThatChurcH  not  only  bears  our  name,— 
it  has  passed  through  a  similar  history,  and  is  a  reflection  of  our  own  &ee 
spirit,  as  it  rejects  all  Christian  intercoarse  with  slaveholders.  Two  able 
representatives  appeared  at  our  last  Synod,  and  produced  a  most  favour- 
able impression  upon  all  of  us  who  heard  them.  It  would  strengthen  their 
Cbnroh,  they  thought,  as  it  stands  aloof  from  the  other  slaveholding  deno- 
minations, if  we  would  send  them  a  deputation,  as  a  reciprocation  of  thor 
courtesy.  But  we  might  also  render  them  efficient  service,  by  entering  into 
some  friendly  arrangement  with  them,  as  regards  preachers  or  ministers  of 
our  Church.  They  have  between  five  and  six  hundred  congregations,  a 
considerable  number  of  whom  are  destitute  of  pastors ;  and  what  better  thing 
could  happen  to  both  Churches,  than  that  the  abundance' of  the  one  should 
■apply  the  lack  of  the  other  T  * 

But  preachers  may  say.  We  should  very  readily  leave  our  native  land, 
and  serve  our  blessed  Redeemer  in  another  part  of  the  world;  but  we  have 
DO  means  to  carry  us  where  our  labours  are  most  required.  We  have  no 
doubt,  that  this  is  a  correct  statement.  Poverty,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  the 
badge  of  all  our  tribe;  but  then  it  is  an  honourable  poverty,  of  which  it 
would  be  a  shame  for  us  to  feel  ashamed.  Conceive  the  apostles  hlushiiig 
because  they  were  poor.  This  difficulty  does  not  seem  inBUperable,  were 
the  subject  once  fiurly  looked  at.  How  would  the  following  snggeMion 
meet  the  case  1 — Our  relations  with  Australia  are  at  present  in  snch  a  state, 
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and  the  ezpenge  of  going  there  is  so  great,  tbat  one  could  hardly  advise 
preachers  to  be  sent  out,  without  some  sphere  of  usefulnesa  being  ntarked 
out  for  them  by  fiienda  who  are  on  the  spot.  The  Foreign  Mission  Board. 
cheerfyiy  accedes  to  repreaentatioDs  of  this  kind,  and  advances  all  the  money 
required  for  outfit  and  passage,  with  the  understanding  that  it  be  afterward 
re^nded.  Might  we  not  aut  in  a  nmilar  way  with  reference  to  Nova  Scotia, 
Canada,  and  possibly  afterwards  to  the  United  States  of  America?  A 
person  no  more  requires  an  expenffive  ontflt  for  America  than  he  does  for 
Orkney.  Let  a  preacher  land  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  with  a  five 
or  a  ten  pound  note  in  his  pocket,  and  he  is  very  well  off.  He  will  at  once 
receive  employment ;  and  in  Canada  he  is  guaranteed,  as  a  preacher,  L.IQO 
per  year,  which  is  amply  sufiicient  for  his  wants.  His  emoluments  in  NOva 
Scotia  will,  in  all  likelihood,  not  be  less.  Let  the  Mission  Board,  then,  Bd> 
vance  L.80,  or  say  L.30.  to  any  preacher  who  offers  himself  for  this  purpose.- 
Let  it  be  given  him  without  any  trial  or  examination  of  his  qnaliii cations  t^ 
the  Mission  Board.  Let  it  suffice  that  he  is  on  the  preachers'  list,  and  in 
good  standing,  and  surely  a  person  to  whom  our  pulpits  are  thrown  open  is 
iDt  nnworthy  to  be  received  by  the  Churches  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotiit. 
let  it  be  also  distinctly  understood  (hat  the  money  so  advanced  is  ai^rwords 
lo  be  repaid,  should  circumstances  permit — the  obligation  being  one  of 
^ononr,  and  not  of  law.  Should  this  proposal,  or  something  similar  to  it, 
be  carried  out  in  a  liberal  spirit,  I  am  much  deceived  if  advantage  would  not 
betuken  of  it  by  some  of  our  preachers.  Suppose  ten  to  go  out  during  the 
Srtt  twelve  months;  that  would  only  require  an  outlay  of  L.SOO,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  it  would  come  back.  Should  a  similar  number  go  out  to  the 
dmts  every  year,  what  a  relief  it  would  be  to  our  preachers'  list !  And 
wminy  a  desponding  spirit,  it  would  be  as  life  from  the  dead, 

lio  not  wish  to  make  this  paper  long,  and,  therefore,  it  will  content  me 
biaention  the  three  ailments  by  which  its  prbposal  might  be  sustained. 
Inigiit  plead  it  on  behalf  of  the  preachers  themselves — a  class  of  Christian 
Itboaiers  who  have  numerous  claims  upon  the  sympathy  o^d  the  support  of 
itie  denomination.  I  might  plead  it  on  behalf  of  the  churches  themselves. 
Tlie  supply  of  Btudenls  will  necessarily  diminish,  and,  consequently,  the 
power  of  choice  in  the  election  of  ministers  be  restricted,  if  more  employ- 
neDt  be  not  found  for  the  preachers.  What  parent  can  be  expected  to 
encourage  his  son  to  prosecute  his  studies  with  a  view  to  the  sacred  office, 
unless  there  be  a  reasonable  prospect  that  he  shall  in  the  end  obtain  that 
pi^tioD,  for  which  he  has  undergone  a  long  and  laborious  training  t  The 
^^crifice  of  a  yonng  man's  prospects  in  life  is  a  matter  not  unworthy  the 
Mnsideralion  of  a  Christian  parent.  I  might  plead,  and  I  would  do  still 
""in  earnestly,  on  behalf  of  Christ  and  of  His  cause.  The  field  is  the  wcn-ld. 
We  dare  not  Ibrget  the  words  of  Him  who  came  Himseli'  on  a  mission  of 
■nercy  to  our  fallen  race :  "  Lift  np  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields ;  for 
,  iHey  are  white  already  to  harvest."  "  The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but 
the  lahonrers  are  few  :  pray  ye,  therefore,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He 
.  ^11  Bend  forth  labourers  into  His  harvest." 

Philo. 
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The  kingdoio  of  Pniasia  poBseesae  for  tJie  clergymen,  and  discuM  their  relipOTi 

people  of  this  couutn-a  great  and  in-  views aod feelinge.    Tlieyeii^ge,  1^,11 

creasing  interest.    'WliBllier  we  think  of  the  public  reHgious  seirices  of  the  peoifc, 

it  in  rwpect  of  its  goremmMit,  ite  in-  and  have  opportunitisB  of  obeerving  tbe 

habitants,  or  its  rel£gio>,  it  irill  appe»r  practunJ  ranlta  of  tlieK  in  tfadr  opituoM 

to  ut   wortky   of   our  tioae  study  and  andootiduot.     Wltaterer  influence,  tta, 

watchful  attention.     Of  l^e  greAt  powen  nay  be  ezperieaced  from  all  tliis,  viil 

of  the  Continent,  in  whose  hands  rests  to  probaUy  soon  be  disBeminated  to  some 

a  great  extent  the  diapoaal  of  the  destinies  extent  throughout  our  hmd.  '  A  gUnn, 

of  Europe,  it  ia  to  Frusma,  beyond  tdl  tiierefore,  at  the  Churchea  of  Berlin,  lie 

At  Kst,  that  OUT  eympathies  riiould  be  capita  of  Protettant  Germany— at  dim 

esMnded.     It  is  here  tnoi«  tluui  in  any  constitution,  thor  service,  their  luitabk- 

of  the  other  grwt  kingdoma,  tliat  we  neat,  and  their  iBfluenoe — may  not  pcort 

meetwith  Jib«rty,dvilaDd[«ligioHs;and  uiiiDterasting. 

the  tieB  of  oommon  freedom  which  ahould  The  Church  of  Prussia  ip  eetabhELed 
bind  our  country  to  it,  have  been  drawn,  and  controlled  by  the  law  of  the  land.  Ti^ 
still  closer  by  the  mairiage  alliance  re-  King,  according  to  the  constitution,!* 
cendy  formed  between  the  reigning  fa-  sesses  supreme  power,  and  is  stylealh 
milies  in  each.  1%e  inhabitants  are  of  Chief  Bisiop ;  out  his  powers  as  Buch  vt 
kindred  descent  and  of  oogn&t«langnage  delegated  to  a  court  <rf  ctergymen  ud 
with  our  owh.  Above  aU,  it  is  here  laymen  nomimated  hy  hiinMlf.  ^ 
alone  that  tte  vile  ahacklei.  of  Popery  Supreme  Qturcb  Cowk^I  <»&trub«lld* 
hare  been  thrown  off.  Mid  the  Protea-  internal  and  properly  eccleBiABdoalaSain 
tant  religion,  tliat  coittaiui  within  it  so  of  the  Church ;  while  in  otiier  point), 
largely  the  elements  of  national  and  in-  which  involve  its  relations  to  the  slalf, 
dividual  prosperity,  is  acknowleged  and  it  ia  under  the  direction  of  the  Minislffl 
confessed  as  true.  Nor  is  tbe  influence  of  Public  Instruction.  Ja  each  jirovincf 
of  their  Protestantism  bronght  to  bear  is  a  subordinate  conncil,  and  tbe  imnirii' 
on  ns  only  through  tbe  anoertain  medium  ate  oversight  of  tbe  Bunisters  is  entmitcJ 
of  sympathy;  but  by  mean  (rftiiathtera-  to  clts^Tmcn  of  teknt  and  influDiM, 
ture  which  is  ever  teeming  from  their  styled  superiiit«D<ieutB-genaral,  andsi- 
presses,  and  which  is  so  extensively  cir-  perintendenta,  who  therosdves  also  pe- 
culated and  read  in  this  country,  it  acta  lorm  the  duties  of  ordinary  pastfis. 
upon  US  most  directly  and  powerfully.  There  are  likewise  local  and  proviocitl 
In  almost  every  polprt  of  the  land,  the  8ynodsofarepiwentativechara<!tcr,coiii- 
resnlts  of  tie  study  and  meditation  of  the  posed  of  clergymen  and  laymen.  T" 
theoIi^pMis  of  Prunk,  and  of  Germany  palroBage  or  ixMnination  of  ministm  to 
Keneraliy,  will  be  found  to  have  some  in-  particalar  ooDoregations  is  excMwed  i>  i 
nuence;fc«everylKK^of  notealmostthat  some iostwioesDy  the  King,  in  otheisi?' 
Appears  there,  is  quicklv  reproduced  here  countrv  gentleinw,  by  the  munic^  ' 
in  an  English  garb ;  and  even  if  ministers  authorities,  or  by  thecongregationBtJum' 
do  not  mudy  these  books,  they  will  cer-  selves. 

t«inlyfind,fhonghuncons(;ioueJytothem-        The  Established  Chnrch  maybe  aH 

aslvee,  tfce  inflnerwe  and  the  reetirts  of  to  be  tlie  only  Church  of  Protestants  tint ' 

tbem  in  others.     But  still  more  directly  exist*  among  tbe  Pnuei*M.     Tbim  i>. 

«ven  than  through  the  published  litcra-  however,  a  greet  deal  tS  ttderation  in  '<• 

ture,  does  titeii  religious  speculation  aad  or,  as  we  may  rather  tera  it,  latitudin- 

Sractice  aSect  our  ChuTchffl.    It  has  been  uianiam,^!^  we  should  be  much  mis- 

ir  a  number  of  years  the  custom — which  taken  were  we  to  suppose  that  in  all  itf 

appears  to  be  rather  on  the  increase  than  churches  belonging  to  the  Establishnicrt, 

on  the  decline— for  our  theological  stu-  andenjoyingthesupportof  Govenunent. 

denta  to  spend  one  or  more  of  their  long  the  same  views  were  held  by  tbe  mioi- 

■vacations  in  the  country  itself,  to  learn  steis,  or  even  the  same  services  eDgagfJ 

from  the  lips  of  the  greatest  theologians  in  by  the  congregations.      As  ia  veil 

among  them,  the  doctrines  which  they  known,  the  Established  Chiirch  is  the  «■ 

propound.     They  mingle  very  freely  witt  suit  of  a  union  between  the  two  grea' 

the  students,  and  rising  professors,  and  sections   of    German    Prot«atanla— tbe 
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The  handles  arc  of  Buch  length  m  to  Memed  to  overlook  the  uecenarr  w- 

enable  the  beadlea  to  reach  the  furthest  necdon  between  the  two.    Do<!truie,a 

end  of  the  pens,  tmi  they  do  so  all  the  rerealad  to  us  in  the  Bible,  is  the  n«t* 

more  eaaily  from  the  weight  in.  the  bag  eary  and  only  foundation  of  that  pie- 

being  much  leas  than  it  would  be  with  tical  rdigion  which  is  of  any  rc«l  vslut 

us,  ae  the  money  current  in  PruoBift^ifl  A  religion  founded  on  mere  fi^lineii 

much'lighter  then  onra.     As  they  paa  worth  very  little.     Notwithstanding  tl« 

from  pew  to  pew,  tJiey  open  the  doors  of  however,  we    should  fear   that  mai 

those  which  still  renmin  unoccupied,  and  sermons  which  aie  preached  villi  a 

there  is  now  free  entrance  for  Ha  many  as  ceptance   to   the  mixed  andiences  th 

may  find  room.      The  minister  having  form  onr  congregations,  would,  on  m 

taken  his  place  in  the  pulpit,  offers  up  a  count  of  their   doctrinal   cliaract«r,  a 

brief "  exteiDporc  prayer,  and  announces  deemed  by  the  Germans   sadly  outJ 

his  subject  of  discourse,  usually,  if  not  place.     With  them,  tliediseouTBeiiniai!( 

always,  the  leseon  tor  .the  day  which  baa  occupies    about    three-quartas  of  ^ 

been  already  read.    As  a  nde,  the  die-  hour  in  ^delivery.      A  short  prajer  j 

course  is  delivered  without  tie  aaaiBtance  then  offered  up,  and  tiie  congregslim  | 

of  notes.  The  reading  of  sermons  is  rarely  dismissed  wit£  a  blessing,  usuutl;  titt 

met  with.    But  we  are  inclined  to  think  beautiful  benediction  wluch  Aaron  nl 

that,  in  many  instances,"  the  very  same  commanded  to  pronounce  upon  thechi 

tomptation — that  of  greater  ease — which  dreu  of  Israel:   "The  Lord  UeK  tit 

leads  many  in  this  country  to  adopt  the  and  keep  thee ;  the  Lord  make  Uishd 

practice,  is  just  that  which  keeps  the  shine  upon  thee,  and  be  gradons  u 

ministers  in  Germany  from  following  it,  thee ;  the  Lord  lift  np  His  «  — *— 

It  must  be  easier  to  think  over  a  subject  upon  thee,  and  give  tiee  t  " 

and  then  fill  up  the  illustration  in  the  whole  service  ia  acownplis 

course  of  delivery,  than  to  write  out  this  the  same  time  as  with  ns. 
infull.and  thenreadit.  In  general,  there         The  minietersof  Berlin  w 

is  much  more  freedom  of  style  in  their  much  less  frequently  than  those  in  tlu 

sermons,  much  less  of  continuous  argu-  country.     Man^  of  them  officiate  cm 

meutandsystemaijc  exposition.  There  is  once  a  day*  while  the  other  oneor  H 

a  good  deal  of  what  may  be  called  senti-  services  in  their  churches  are  cODdii™| 

meniaZ  preaching — the  preaching  of  ei-  by  probationers,  or  assistant  preaii£* 

perience,  or  rehgion  in  its  subjective  re-  We  may  always  Jeam,  however,  vial 

suits.     Such  themes  as  the  beauty  and  and  when  eaii  minister  may  be  heai^ 

happiness  of  religion,  the' nobleness  of  aa  a  list  is  published  every  week  intiiMt 

faith,  the  power  of  patience,  the  lovely  ing  who  are  to  officiate  at  aU  the  eenia 

examples  presented  to  us  in  Scripture  wMch  are  tobe  held  onthe  Sabbathffl 

for  our  admiration  and  imitation,  appear  throughout  the  following  week.    Tta 

most  congenial  to  their  taste.     The  Gee-  are  commonly  several  meetiogs  in  conUt 

pel  scheme  is  set  forth  in  some  way,  but  tion  with  eadi  church  during  the  vd 

they  do  not  give  to  it  that  prominence  About  the  middle  of  the  week  tkeie  1 

to  which  we  think  it  is  entitled,      Al-  what  is  called  a  "'  Bible  lecture,"  res* 

though  the  Germans  are  proverbially  fond  bling  our   congregational  prayer-Bt^ 

of  speculation  in  all  subjects  which  they  ings  ;  and  towards  the  end  of  it  lte«i 

handle,  and  in  none  more  than  in  theo-  frequently  a  sermon,  intended  as  a  pn 

logy,  yet  there  is  a  marked  contrast  be-  '  paration  for  the  Lord's  Supper,  at  ^i^ 

tween  the  sermons  which  are  usually  all  tlioee  are  expected  to  be  present  *' 

preached  and  liie  treatment  of  the  same  intend  to  celebrate  this  ordinance  (m  ll 

theme  from  a  theological  chair.     There  following  Sabbath.     Admission  tt  ^ 

ought  certainly  to  be  a  great  difference,  sacrament  is  free  to  all  who  choose.  A 

but  with  them  this  difference  seems  to  be  who  have  been  baptized  are  regajded  i 

carried  to  the  extreme.     When  spe^cing  members  of  the  Church,  and,  umeffl  tb« 

of  tliis  with  a  German  friend  on  one  oc-  be  notoriously  guilty  of  open  sin,  entiBi 

caeion,  be  said  that  the  eiplaininc  and  to  all  its  privileges.  In  the  Dome  Cbu^ 

systematizing  of  the  doctrines  of  region  thesacrament  is  dispensed  everv  SabtaB 

was  the  business  of  the  professor  in  the  after  the  forenoon  service.     Afl  who  i" 

Uiiivertity ;  but  when  preaching  to  the  sire  may  remain.     Those  who  have  b«i 

common  people,  what  was  needed  Was  at  the  preparation  sermon,  and  wisb  t 

tbe  enforcement  of  practical  duties.    He  commDDicate,come  forward  to  the  sltv 
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utd  after  a  brief  service  appiopriato  to  a  very  bright  light  in  some  parts  of  the 

ttieoccasioii,  one  of  the  two  officiating  bnOdui^,  Ttwoj  of  the  old  people  were  ia 

BJmEteiB  puis  the  bread,  wtiich  is  jost  a  the  habit  of  bringing  catidlea  with  them; 

null  thin  wafer,  into  the  mouth  of  the  and  when   the  hymn  was  sung  they 

eoiDmoDicsnt,  repeating  as  he  does  ao,  lighted  them,  and  placed  them  on  the 

"Take,  eat ;  this  ia  Mj  body,"  and  the  book-boards  before  them.     When  it  was 

Mber  holds  up  the  cup  for  lum  to  drink  ended,   the  candles  were  extinguished, 

Sum,  and  says,  "  This  is  My  blood  of  the  and  rdighted  when  the  next  hymn  was  to 

few  Testament,  which  is  ahed  for  many,  be  song.   The  numerous  lamps  through- 

hr  the  remisEdou  of  sins."  out  the  immense  huilding,.the  twinkling 

In  everything  the  principle  of  the  divi-  candlee  among  the  pews,  the  vast  audi- 

loE  of  labour  ia  followed  out  in  Prussia  ;  euce  of  the  poorest  sort — many  even 

tdtheolooy  isno  etception.     The  mini-  standing  for   want  of   room — and  the 

Imd  and  {trofeaaori^  offices  are  kept  loud  and  hearty  singing  of  the  people, 

Bch  more  distinct  than  in  this  oounti^.  mingled  with  the  pow^ul  tones  of  the 

ki  each,  a  special  and  disthict  training  great  organ, — all  combined  to  produce 

y  elimination  must  he  undem^ne,  and  an  effect  which  wasindeed  most  intereet- 

Ik  nuy  qualify  for  either  office  apart  ing  and  pleasing.    The  iniuist«r.  Pastor 

bm  the  other.     In  consequence,  few  of  Steffann,  belonged  to  the  pietist  school, 
k  professors  of  theology  ever  preach —  ,  as  the  Germans  call  it.      He  observed 

hfad,  some  have  never  preached  at  all.  greater  ceremony  than  some  others  in 

Blk  seven  or  eight  theologians  who  at  worship ;  he  kndt  in  prayer,  and  wore  a 

fwmt  stand  in  the  foremoet  rank  in  white  surplice  instead  oi  the  ordinary 

BffiMoj,  two  reside  in  Berhn,— namely,  Uack  Geneva  gown,  while  the  pulpit 

Si  HengBtenberg,  whose  name  is  so  well  was  adorned  with  flowers,  candles,  cruci- 

bnwn  in  this  conntry  as  the  author  of  fix,  etc.   His  preaching  was  characterii^ 

nunrtODg  Commentaries,  and  the  vener-  by  great  earnestness,  but  contained  more 

•He  Dt  Kitisch.      The  former  of  these  of  bold  denunciation  of  immoral  conduct 

•ErariMiches,  and  we  suppose  has  never'  of  every  kind,  than  of  the  full  and  free 

'Fl^for  the  legal  quahucation  which  display  of  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jeeus." 

lictcwry,  but  has  confined  his  labours  In  another   congregation  of  which  the 

totifleetare-room  and  the  press.     Dr  pastor  was  a  pietist,  the  people  were  in 

™»Ji  is  one  of  the  few  who  combine  the  habit  of  sinBing  as  they  retired  from 

m  duties  of  the  ohair  with  occasional  thecburdi;  andwhatever  be  thought  of 

"Ma  in  the  pulpit.  the  pa^opriety  of  this,  it  certainly  pre- 

ia  might  be  expected,  the  congrM;a-  sented  a  favourable  contrast  to  that  ous- 

^^  oi   Berlin    present    considerable  torn  which  still  prevails  in  some  congre- 

ys'^tj,  BTising  partly  from  the  nature  gations  among  us,  of  running  towards 

■  thediatrictsinwhichtheyaresituated,  the  door  as  soon  as  the  benaiiction  is 

^  iwtly  from   the   opinions   of   the  pronounced,  as  if  it  were  an  alarm  of 

^ters  who  are   appwhted  to  them.  fire. 

iK  differenoe  arising  from  locality  ap-        The  use  of  the  organ  throughout  the 

Jora  strikingly  when  we  contrast  the  churches  of  Germany  does  not  interfere, 

"Mch  of  St  Matthew,  in  one  of  the  as  it  too  often  does  in  this  country,  with 

■mrts,  with  that  of  St  Bartholomew,  the  singing  of  the  people.    On  the  con- 

^a  rery  poor  district  in  the  old  part  of  trary,  it  would  almost  seem  very  often 

■K  citj.     In  the  former,   a   crowded  as  if  each  individual  were  striving  to 

*>d>ence  of  the  most  fashionable  kind,  emulate  ite  thrilling  notes.    Certainly, 

•tendg  the  ministrations  of  Dr  Biichsel,  we  have  never  hearf  mote  hearty  and 

•'  Sole  preacher,  who,  in  addition  to  his  vigorous  singing  in  our  own  churches. 

jfctoral  work,  holds  the  office  of  GeneraJ-  The  effect,  however,  is  not  such  as  we 

Jjpaintendent ;    while    in    the  hitter  .  admire.      We  do  not  think  that  the 

"*w  are  moltitujiw,  as  we  have  fre-  psalmody  of  the  Germans  bears  out  the 

J'^UjeeeuintheeveningjOf  thepooreet  high  character  which  they  justly  poesess 

^tpepeoile,.— nuinyof themapparently  asa  musical  nation.    Singing  is  prac- 

~'">g  jugt  left  their  work  in  the  after-  tised  among  all  classes  to  a  Teiy  great 

^Q  to  am.6  here.    The  appearance  of  extent,  but  their  excellence  appears  more 

|™^t>*^  congregation  was  most  in-  in  thcur  secular  songs  than  in  theirpral- 

™nng.    Bdng  lighted,  like  others,  ntody.  Therein  among  tiie older  portion 

'nij«iUioiliaiDps,whichdid  net  afford  of  tt^  community  at  least,  a  great  lack 
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of  tratning  in  their  appropriate  parts  ; 
eo  that  we  hare  IreqneDtlf  obierred 
thioughoDt  the  ct^gregatiOD,  m«i, 
women,  and  children,  all  Bingiug  moeC 
lustily  the  iame  port.  There  is  in  each 
rfinrdi  a  numerous  choir,  all  o*  wtiom 
are  regulariy  trained,  and  tlieir  ungiRg 
is  of  couTBe  very  beautifHl.  lite  choir  <d 
the  Dome  Church  is  qnite  famous,  and 
occaaionally  tfcey  give  eouoerts,  whi^ 
are  highly  appreciated.  The  onthemi 
which  Uiey  sing  alone  in  the  first  part 
of  the  usual  Sabbath  scrrice  produce  as 
effect  most  grand  aad  elevating. 

Ah  totheinflueoceof  the  whole  ehtneh 
organization  ia  Beriin  upon  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  wwe  we  to  judge  fcr 
our  stAudard,  we  should  »t  once  cmelu^ 
that  it  is  very  feeirfe.  We  may  see,  on 
coming  out  of  the  chnrch  after  the  fore- 
noon' service,  noraeroua  stalb  and  shops 
opened  for  the  sale  of  their  wares. 
Coming  along  the  chief  street  of  the  city, 
the  famoufi  Ukter  den  Linden,  -we  shmid 
see  a  mnatei  of  ofiicere  and  goldi«9e  at 
the  goard-boQse,  and  he«r  the  hand 
playing  tor  tltmi  amuBemeitt ;  we  Aould 
see  afterwards  the  theatres  opened,  and 
people  of  all  rants — many  of  whom  pro- 
bacy had  been  at  ehurcb  in  the  forenoon 
— crowding  into  them.  Loc^iag  -open 
these  things,  we  might  be  ready  to  say 
that  their  religkw  was  but  a  BMUe.  Yet 
it  is  neoeSBary  to  look  at  tbeir  conduct 


from  a  dUtermt  ttattd-poiiit  thu  inn. 
We  must  TWBembec  th&t  their  (^uumi 
respecting  1^  Sabbath  are  quite  thSeMtj 
from  thoe»  wkich  we  hold.  In  (k 
grosseal  sense  th«y  bdleN  llist  "tU 
Sabbath  was  niade  for  mam,  and  not  nJ 
for  the  Sabbath;"  and,  according^ 
while  Bctdng  as  we  have  dmraibed,  ^ 
are  only  acting  according  to  thdr  pi* 
ciples.  We  cntainly  ooMdemn  sua 
princi^ea,  but  we  most  not  etwdeu 
their  conduct  as  if  it  were  cooBMoae  uj 
intentkHial  wroo^^-doing.  But,  apoj 
fromthii,  weheliere  thai,  irithUiegKa 
naas  of  ^e  people,  reKgioa,  each  istM 

CB  to  b^eve  it,  daw  not  take  tla 
bold  upon  tlim  whuA  **  *"  H 
'witneesed  in  this  couatry;  Attradstd 
on  church  ie  t^  no  means  general ;  m 
wh(»«  God's  vonhip  is  wSMly  Mf IkW 
we  do  not  beVere  ihmt  He  Binsdf  i| 
loT^  or  His  w«rA  r^;arded.  la  rwm 
(rf  moiety,  aohtktj,  bcmesty,  and  kiw 
neee  of  dispositioD,  there  aMfewnriiw 
that  surpaes  them :  yet  thia  fotkm  it« 
themareamattCTof  lefjret.tkatapew 
natnrally  so  gifted  Bhonld  sot  iin<| 
generally  and  mwe  thoranghly  he  t•^ 
tized  with  the  Spirit  from  above,  tad^ 
lighten  their  darkeaat  uadeiBtosdiiA 
to  sanctify  their  whole  xiatat»,  M 
■xiketAem  "■  a  living  B«;ri4«e,  ho^.«^ 
ceptal^  nnto  Qod." 
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It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  a  hfa 
•0  intenady  acliTe  and  so  estcnsurely 
produotife '  as  Dr  Thi^noa'a,  were,  ab 
its  close,  to  be  iui}»etiired,  and  avax 
nnnoticed,  A  grateful  retroq;ieot  oi  Ui 
services,  and  not  only  a  loviag  aBwarj, 
but  also  a  hearty  couuneoiaratioa  of  hia 
singular  energy  and  mal,  are  doe  in 
vaiiooa  wide  ^vlea,  aad  will  Bot  he  rb~ 
fused  or  grudged  any^ere  for  a  Iod^ 
time  to  come.  Thwe  are  ia  BritaiD 
and  her  ct^nies  tjwuaauih  of  pecMmal 
itmuMTS— belonging  also  to  Afiermt 
ehnrcoea — who  mil  not  sooa  ferget  ot 
nadervalue  his  prin^pal  ai^ievemnt, 
1^  free  primting  «l  tAe  EngbiA  BiUs, 
bat  witt  cfMitioiie  to  asmcMte  with  thH 
great  Uewing  tint  »xasm  ol  the  maa  wha 
waa  inBtnuneotal  in  obtaining  it.  Boh, 
iuxdy,  amo^  tha  nunistera  mod  ■ptapi^ 


oi  that  religwae  d«KMi)jMi 


spiMdtJtlMGa^ 
aaa  m  ui  taom  rmtfndiagt  for  ", 
Mtd  i^giow  liberty,  wtiiek  hsie  di 
tiDgW£h«d  the  kM  twn  geaentiaK' 
I%at  haiid  ■a^>ewt  mnA  nsa  a»  B^ 
Peddie  of  Ffiwhwrfh,  Or  W-^  I 
Berwick,  Dr  Hei^  tt  GlM«a«.  « 
Yomsg  of  Fn^  Dr  WardRwTl'i'^ 
•f  nsMtylMalMd,  Dr  HwlenoB « 
QUaiduela,  and  Dv  Jctei  Siow*  i* 
BKxti^tBB  Pl8M» ;  wd  fawiife  and  dw* 
ef  then  battm  Br  Ummkb  hid  «>C 
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)>l»tired  Bsd  foDgkt ;  for,  thoagh  he  ipoosilxlitiea.  Widely  diSo^nt,  how- 
bad  a  rand  and  olMcore  statian  com-  ever,  ma  it  with  Dr  Th<»nBOD's  extra- 
rarod  with  that  which  the  moct  of  them.  paMoralwork  and  extra-parochial  travel- 
Lid  brat  desttned  to  occnpj,  yet  his  Hug  forty  years  ago ;  and  the  kind  and 
lupenbondant  Tigilance,  jHTtmptitade,  amount  of  both  attest  the  breadth  and 
■nd  zm]  ovarcame  all  disadrajitaget,  and  eameetnaH  of  his  sympathies,  and  the 
otsbted  him  to  etneree  from  hie  Border  indomitaUe  vigoiir  of  bis  mind  aol 
watch-tower,  and,  fully  accoutred,  make  bo^, 

iia  appearance  upon  the  aceao  of  action,         TTie  public  co-operation  of  the  cham- 

quite  as  early  bb  any  of  his  Iwethren.  pions  whom  we  have  named  as  consti- 

BiUant  from  the  centres  of  agitation  tutiag  a  noble  band,  was  rendered  more 

ind  the  Boorces  rf  impulse,  he  was  yet  thorough  and  cordial  by  prerioua  matnal 

UQongBt  the  first  to  reach  ihe  batUe-  friend^p  ;    and    the   opportnnitiea   ot 

£eld,  and   ocenpy  either  the  TABtage-  aaisting    at    the    sacraments    in    each 

(TDdiid  or  tiie  poets  of  danger,    ms  other's  mmgregationi  tended  delightfuHy  . 

DcultifH  and  energies  for  the  discu»a<Ht  to  strengthen  that  fntmdship,  and  aho 

of  public  qoestionB  com^etely  ewamd  to  increase  their  efficiency  as  aUies  in 

the  rast  wnieh  is'  geoerally  beliered  to  the  service  of  truth  and  right.     One  by 

(ome  npon  them  in  a  coontry  paato-  one  theveterana  were  temovedbydeaith, 

itt«.    In  the  Tery  heart  of  rural  stag-  until  Dr  Thtwwon  was  left  alime ;  though, 

Hilion,  his  life  was  an  um^sting  wave ;  aft«r  his  seizure  by  paralysis  ten  yeAm 

■nd,  unafFected  by  the  inertia  all  ar«aud,  ago,  he  conld  scarcely  expect  to  be  the 

be  kept  tumself   in  perpetual   motion.  surriTing  member  of  the  group,      lie 

Eiercsing  bis  ministry  within  a  anaQ  writer  of  this  notice  witnessed  an  intOT- 

ttwn  «  file  Bordera,  he  yet — in  refer-  yiew  between  Dr  Thomson  and  Dr  John 

»  to  all  such  public  aSain  as  bore  Brown  in  18M  or  1856 ;  and  the  latter, 

»  the  integreste  either  of  religioa  or  though  far  from  robust,  had  a  hale  look 

In   own    denomination — displayed  — as  if   for   another  decade   he   wonM 

IKR  than    metropolitan    inteihgence,  "  age,"  withovt  decaying,  and  ctmtiBne 

i^We,  and  activity.     Haiw'  speeriies  to  ukiw  the  beauty,  freutnees,  and  pro- 

^  ^borate  publications  might  be  cit«d  dnctiTenesa  of  autumn.    He  was  at  the 

"  Twf  of  his  extra-pastoral  seal ;  and  time  able  for  regular  Tn^t  duty ;  ai  ' 

fnqnent    and  mi   "'  iiKUBeyingi  "  hie  memorable  iieries  of  £zpavt>ons  w 

11  ..     ,-..  .        . —  f^.Vi.   3!_  ■..._!..     , .. without  int«Tu 

without  any  d 
younger  and  by 


Too  the 
d  In  c 


Frmf  of  his  extra-pastoral  seal ;  and  time  able  for  regular  Tn^t  duty ;  and 

°ij  fnqnent    and  mi   "'  iiKUBeyingi  "  hie  memorable  iieries  of  £zpavt>ons  was 

*ndd  cMiBtitBte  a  formid^)le  appei^ix  issuing  from  the  press  without  intorup- 

of  aiBBtratioBB.     Often,  indeed,  id  Ae  tion,   and,  certainly,   without  any  de- 


ind  bis  repeated  TiailB  to  Lond 

'^  many  hrge  towns  of  the  soutb — all  Mends  was  first  taken  away ;  and  the 

'"xlertaken  to  get  either  from  GoTeni-  iBterval  between    this   event    and   the 

neut  or  from  the  Engltsh  petqile  tm-  date  of  the  interview  aQnded  to,  thon^ 

poitant  hdp  for  puUie  enterprises— ga»«  sufficing    to    introdnce,    derelop,    and 

«och  an  ubiquity  to  his  presence  as  was  eonsammate   Dr  Brown's   fatal   illness, 

Btber  Btartling  in  the  case  of  the  Seees-  scarcely  appeared  to   have   aggranited 

Kw  miniBter  of  "Coldstream.     All  this  the   infirmities  of   Dr  Thomson,   or   to 

oneelfi^tOQT-makingwaBlcaigbeforethe  have  multiplied  the  signs  of  hie  ap- 

ni  of  raihrays,  and  invotved  a  eonsump-  proadiing  end.     With  peculiar  emotioBB 

^  of  time,  and  an  amount  of  incon-  the  survivor  perused  Dr  Cairns'  adnir- 

recienoe  and  discomfort,  as  well  as  a  able  biography  of  the  great  expositor, 

vear  and  tear  of  phyMcal-  and  mental  and,  ob^iuty,  had  his  own  eari^  scenes 

enetgy,  which  cutnot  be  appreciated  in  and  his  HaU-life  at  Selkirk  vividly  »- 

tiie  pnsent  more  htxuTious  days,  whrai  caUed  hy  it.     One  of  his  latest  attempts 

to  cTcn  the  Atlantic  is  much  less  tYying  at  reading  (a  fortnight  or  ao  before  W 

ttian  it  formeriy  was  to  cross  tfce  Tweed  death^  was  made  upon  the  inimitaWy 

Nov-s-days,  not  a  few  of  our  Scottish  graphic  and  genial  pages  of  ^e  "  8up- 

ckrgy  are  wildly  locomotive,  and  find  riementar|'(Sapt»r,''byDr Jobnftown, 

tt  a  recreatiwi  to  go  to  LtMidoa,  even  junior  ;   bat  increased  weakness,  paia, 

npon  Bome  pnbHc  basineis.    It  may  be  and  restlesBneai,  rendered  the  concentra- 

'^^  far  to  acc«Tit  a  preacfatng  engage-  tion  both  of  thought  aiid  of  eyesi^  » 

»ent  in  the  mighty  mebrc^i^Ni,  than  to  new  bnrden,  if  not  an  impoesitnlity ; 

^T  at  home  «nd  Kbt«Dd  te  jwoper  n-  and  he  hid  tbe  work  aside.     He  -mA 
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tunu  to  be  gathered  to  the  old  band  of  imd  Kntce.  At  this  time,  tutd  bog  tSta- 

his  aasociateB,  to  have  their  fellowahip  wanu,  the  Divinity  Hall  in  the  Sece^Bon  ; 

renewed,   and    indeeoribably    enhancrf  Church   had    only   one    Profeamr— tbe 

and  blessed,  and  to  have  both  their  in-  Iter.  Dr  Lawaon ;  and  he  monopoliied 

dividual  and  their  allied  aeirice  of  the  audi  an  amount  of  confidence,  aSediiiii, 

Moat  High  reeumed,  and  beyond  human  admiration,  and  reverence,  as  might  have 

conception  purified,  extended,  and  re-  been  divided  amongst  a  largely  equipped  j 

warded.  Coll^  or  Faculty,  tjiough  hewagtliej 

All  that  wti  can  offer  is  a  very  brief  most  modeet  of  men.    Adam  Thomson] 

and  general  account  of  Dr  Thomson'B  loved,  honoured,  and  all  but  worshipped  1 

life.  this  most  accomplished,  fascinating,  ja 

He  was  born  in  1779,  and  was  a  native  utterly   imaophiBticated  teacher,  whcm  I 

of  Coldstream,  the  Border  town  where  his  pupilg,  in  naming  the   "  Christian 

he  waa  afterwards  called  to  exercise  his  Socratee,"  think  they  praise  but  twntlv. 

lengthened    ministry  ;    so    that,   great  Thesmalitownwheretneclasemet— Sel- I 

traveller  as  he  waa,  hia  fourscore  years  kirk,  with  its  beautiful  pastoral  vicinity—  , 

had  only  one  home.     In  infancy  ht;  met  conspired,  with  the  Prof eeaor,  to  gite  m  \ 

with  an  accident,  from  which  reeulted  Hall  life  a  tender  romance,  which  vas 

a  general  feeblenees  of  constitution  for  a  afterwards,  tliroughout  manhood  and  old 

few  years,  and  a  permanent  halt  in  his  age,fondlycherished,andneverpermitl<d 

left  foot,  along  with  a  stiff  knee-joint,  to  pass  away  from  the  associations. 
An    elder  brother,   Peter,   had    begun         The  subject  of    our  sketeh  had  Dr 

claasical    studies   when   a   mere   child,  Fletcher  of  London,  Dr  Brown  of  Edii' 

with  a  view  to  the  ministry ;  but  Adam,  burgh,  Mr  Ellos  of  Saltcoats,  Mr  Whtj 

though  only  a  year  and  a  few  months  of  Stitchel,  and  Mr  Lee  of  Homdean, 

younger,  seems  to  have  been  prevented  as  contemporaries  at  Selkirk.    His  frant-  I 

at  first  from  sharing  in  those  studies  ,by  oe«B,  buoyancy,  and  enthufdasm,  legu- 

the   temporary   debility   of   frame  just  lated  by  a  tender  conscientiousness  mi 

mentioned.     By  and  by,   however,   he  mncerity,  won  tor  him  general  favour; 

outgrew  tbie  weakness,   and  began  to  and  the  ability  of  his   class   exenases. 

"rejoice"  in  tliat  remarkable  soundness,  and  the  fluency  and  force  of  his  doai- 

vigour,  and   elasticity  of   constitution,  tion  when  reciting  these,  or  when  en- 

with  which  he  was  blessed  tliroughout  gaging  in  set  debates  among  the  students. 

a  long  life.      He  attended   the  school  held  out  a  promise  of  high  distinction  in 

taught  by  his  uncle,  Mr  M'Lean,  after-  his  future  career.     He  was  of  the  Bmall 

wards    minister    of   the    neighbouring  bench  of  amateur  or  honorary  ciitic& 

parish  of  Fogo.    He  was,  known  to  his  whom  iJie  Professor  regularly  called  upon 

companions  as  a  frank,  stirring,  and  to  give  thdr  .opinion  of  the  discouKA 

fearkss  boy,  their  leader  in  games  and  delivered ;  and  he  dischaiged  the  ts^ 

advcntoree.     During  the  period  that  it  acutely,  candidly,  yet  modestly — in  spile 

had    been    neceesair  for  him    to '  use  (tf  a  little  satire  which  occasionally  effer- 

crutchea,  he  was  uie  swiftest  runner  veaced.    Dr  Msstm  of  New  York,  vbo 

among  all  tJie  scholars.     He  lost  his  had  visited  Selkirk  with  the  view  of 

mother  in  early  boyhood.     When  lie  persuading  some  of  the  most  promising 

want  to  Edinburgh  College,  his  brother  students  to  go  out,,  under  his  ausjurai, 

had  been  there  for  several  sessions,  and  toAmerica,  wh»^  powerful Presbjteriu 

was  able,  from  experience,  to  direct  his  preaching  was  at  the  time  sorely  needed, 

studies.    Both  seem  to  have  been  wise  wasspecially  solicitous  that  Adam  ThoK- 

enough  to  attend  earnestly  to  the  power  son  should  decide  in  favour  of  that  dis- 

pl  liie  English  language,  and  to  the  vast  tant  ^here.    The  sthdent  had  only  then 

and  varied  wealth  of  English  literature,  been  h>jf  of  the  appointed  sestoDS  «t 

though  they  by  no  means  neglected  the  the  Hall.     Some  years  lat«r,  he — on  On 

sjicient  classics.   The  favouTit«  Professor  32d  February  1801 — was  hcensed  as  > 

of  the  younger  brother  waa  the  famous  preacher. 

Dugald  Stewart,  whom  he  always  de-        He  was  popular  and  attractive  in  ^ 

iurUied  with    enthusiasm  as   the  moat  highest  degree  with  idldaeaes  of  heaieis> 

^oquentof.men — a  perfect  model  in  the  wherever  he  went;   each  of  the  £^ 

substance,  composition,  and  delivery  of  or  ^  vacant  churches  that  heaid  u^ 

his  lectures,  whilst  his  extempore  expo-  presenting  him  with  a  call.    He  liad 

■itioas  were  equally  admirable  lormajeBty  the  natural  jpfis  and  graces  of  an  oratct, 
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ud  they  had  been  improved  by  careful  der  (fitth  more  attraddTe  or  impreamTe 

colture.    His  roice  was  very  powerfnl  to  hearers. 

lod  melodiouB,  cominandiiig  and  win-  Hr  Thomson  preached  in  Homdean, 
ling,  with  fine  under-toiieB  of  tonchins  Alnwiclc,  Leslie,  and  Loudon,  and  calla 
fttioB ;  and,  in  hia  management  of  bucE  came  out  to  him  from  the  congregations 
ui  organ,  tJiere  was  neitiier  the  drawl  in  all  those  places  ^  but  he  had  a  etrong 
ui  the  whine  peculiar  to  the  day,  preference  ^r  one  which  waa  present^ 
vtilet  his  good  taste  led  him  equally  to  from  hia  ^Btive  place.  In  we  Cold~ 
aroid  tiiat  ranting  and  boiateroua  voci-  stream  congregation  his  father  was  aq 
fentiDQ  which  are  charaoteriatic  of  all  elder ;  and  eereral  noar  relatives  and  not 
tinuB.  Whatever  animation  and  energy  a  few  valued  acquaintances,  belonged  to 
were  breatbed  out  1^  his  voice,  were  the  membership.  Still  there  is  often,  on 
•fao  simultaneously  and  in  full  sympathy  the  part  both  of  tlie  people  and  of  the 
oprswd  by  hia  ardent  features,  and  preacher,  a  decided  repugnance  to  the 
M  forth  from  hie  quick  and  bright  pastoral  settlement  of  the  latter  in  his 
(jffi,  aad  were  naturally  developed  by  native  place,  especially  if  this  happen 
« elicited  from  the  ideas  and  aentiments  to  be  a  village  or  a  snuul  town.  The  old 
iea  j/eaang  through  hia  mind  for  maxim  is  generally  true  to  fact,  and  is 
OLimdstion,  since  all  this  excitement  of  not  seldom  too  well  grounded,  that  "  a 
■ood,  aspect,  and  utterance  resulted  prophet  hath  no  honour  in  hia  own 
hm  tlie  influence  of  those  ideas  and  '  country."  lii  cases  where  the  childhood 
KLtimente  upon  his  own  nature.  Being  and  youth  of  the  preacher  have  die- 
Mmselt  strongly  impressed  and  moved  played*  before  his  fellow-villagexs  an 
Wtheae,  he  communicated  them  vividly,  unbecoming  levity,  or  have  worn  no 
u^  with  hia  own  emotions,  to  his  aspect  of  piety,  or  even  high  moral 
0^  sndience,  until  tlie^  spirit  of  hia  principle,  and  especially  when  no  proofs 
khA  theme  fiUed  the  house,  and  waves  of  a  subsequent  conversion  have  been 
ri  ipipBthy  kept  rolling  from  pulpit  to  either  seen  or  heard  of,  hia  ministry 
pen,  uid  back  again  from  the  pews  to  in  his  native  place  would  have  many 
ibe^t.  The  matter  of  his  preach-  formidable  obstacles  to  overcome,  hefwe 
H  "«  vigoroualy  intellectual,  evon-  it  could  be  edifying  or  agreeable  to  any 
n^elialtrnth  being  exhibited  in  a  body  party  there ;  and  he  acts  prudently,  even 
of  dadiine  comprehensive,  systematic,  if  he  now  be  a  changed  man,  and  have 
^loiDetrical,  and  compact,  along  witl\  its  renounced  his  former  foUies'and  religious 
HmetitaQS  relations  and  applicability  to  indifference,  in  removing  to  oa  great  a 
■oari— tohis  neceseitiesandMs  reaponsi-  distance  as  possible.  We  are  not,  of 
Uitics ;  and  t^t  body  was  seen  to  live  course,  referring  to  the  spring-time, 
K  the  iQcamation  of  Divine  mercy, —  moral  and  intellectual,  of  individuals  like 
Cbiat'a  heart  beating  within  it,  and  Hia  Dr  Chalmers ;  for,  though  it  lacked  se- 
tnnis  and  voice  offering,  beseeching,  dat«ness,  gravity,  and  even  ail  evangeli- 
^^LCouraging,  and  warning  every  sinner ,  cal  elements,  yet  none  of  its  character- 
to  betieve  and  live.  It  waa  eminently  istica — as  seen  and  as  afterwards  recalled 
■oiptmal,  not  merely  because  porely  — were  of  a  kind  to  render  his  former 
framed  oot  of  the  Bible,  but  also  be-  contemporaries  and  neighbours  shocked 
^^W  the  exact  words  of  inspiration  were  or  disgusted  at  the  idea  of  bis  becoming 
''"iidMitly,  though  ever  moet  selectly,  their  pastor.  Hia  boyhood  and  youti 
felj,  Bsd  felidtoualy  employed.  The  were  not  marked  by  the  low  and  coarse 
Sjle  of  Mr  Thomson's  sermons  had  levity,  the  mean  trickery,  the  spiteful 
nieraiy  merits  that  were  rare  in  those  misdiief,  the  selfish  cunning,  and  the 
•lijs,— beauty  along  with  terseness,  senselesa  boasting  which  may  have-dia- 
tency  with  pith,  grace  with  force ;  for,  tinguished  some  of  those  youngsters  who 
"ve  haveateady  intimated,  he  made  are  afterwards  found  in  the  clerical  ranks, 
'special  study  of  English  composition,  and  whom,  therefore,  it  would  be  highly 
^  las  familiar  with  all  the  clasEics  of  inexpedient  to  settle  for  life  in  the  dis- 
"ir  literatnre  down  to  that  period,  trict  where  those  qualities  were  ex- 
"P^y  with  the  essayista  of  the  pre-  hibited.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  very 
'^iingoentnry.  Artistic  arrangement  of  special  compliment  to  Mr  Thomson's 
'■wis  and  dansM,  and  the  roll  and  character,  as  well  as  to  his  abilities,  that 
™jthm  of  wijl-tnmed  periods,  were  far  the  people  amongst  whom  he  had  been 
'r<nntriTial,if  they  at  all  helped  to  Mn-  reared,  and  who  had  been  familiar  with 
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guide.    Tbe  invitation  waa  neitfieF  cold  bia  broth^^e  succeraoi ;  &nd,  moa  a  fint 

nor  inhMTDonioiis,   uid  he  ^adly   oc-  rejeotHoi,  were  taking  fltf^  bx  imiiiig 

cepted  it,  though  he  waa  de^;  moved  another  oall,  when  ha  p^tamtorily  iu- 

In-  ft  lenie  of  bit  soknm  respomibili-  UxpoeeA  hk  Tsto.    He  yielded,  however, 

tKB.    He  was  ordained  in  March  1806,  to  one  petition  which  tlis  Leeds  oongre- 

about  a  month  after  the  de&th   of  his  gatiiAi  sbongly  ui^ed, — that  he  abwild 

bcother  Peter,  who,  though  called  to  far  publiah  his  diBooDTses  (m  his  brothv'B 

laiwt  and  licner  congr^atioSB  in  Scoi-  death,  along  with  alaogtaj^calacooant. 

land,  had  been  setiled  first  la  Whit%,  The  Toluine  waa  full  d  pathoe  and  mb- 

and  afterwaidB  remored  to  Leeds,  as  a  lime  ChristisJi   ctHisolalaon,   hope,   lod 

SeceadoQ  nuaister.     Thia  was  a  grievous  joy, — the  Atim  sackcloth   of  mouinifig, 

afBiction  at  such  a  time, — a  dan  clond  and  the  ghaat^  abroad  of  de«tii,  glistm-  i 

orer  the  thraihdld  of  his  ministry.     But  ing  with  the  ught  ctf  imiDortalitT,  md  I 

ost  of  it  he  heard  a  vdce  warning  him  becoming   "goiments  of  praise.''    The  I 

t^t  bia  career  also  might  be  very  short ;  preliminary   dtet«faing  waa   aingnlatly  i 

and  he  girded  up  all  hu  energies  to  ren-  modest  and  nnexaggnated  ;  and  evOT  | 

der  such  Eecrice,  as  &  sadden  deeth  might  line  and  atmke  of  enlogy  evinoed  aoai  I 

neiUker  prevent,  nor  leave  imperfect  or  a  delicacy  aa  might  have  been  impowd  ' 

maned.    He  broke  beyond  the  bounds  by  the  smami  preamee  of  the  decewed 

of  the  miniBterial  routine  <d  that  day  in  severely   forbidding    idle   entlieta    sod 

the  Secession  Church  even,  and  had  far  undue   colouriDg  that    mi^t    conlsat 

xsuxe   numerous   preachings    than    bis  flagrantly  and  ivroltingly  with  the  teH- 

btathien.    He  preached  thrice  at  Cold-  mate  of  the  uppn  aanctasry  ot  p^fect 

sixeam  each  Sabbath,  all  the  three  ser-  truth.    TetJ  that  brother  was,  e^edally 

mona  being  new  and  elaborated  with  his  for  oratory,  a  young  man  ot  raie  pto- 

heat  care.    He  had  a  week-day  service  mise.    Critics  like  the  Bev.  Br  Jamei ' 

in  one  of  tbe  country  districts,  for  the  Hall  o^  Brooghton  Place,  and  the  Ber. 

benefit  of  those  infirm  and  aged  peraons  Dr  Peddie  of  Bdsto  Street,  pnautin^ 

who  were  prevented  from,  a  regular  at-  him  the  fineet  mode]  of  a  speaker  the; 

tendance  at  church.     Be  organized  and  had  ever  kncnm ;  and  bo  aaccuaulnl  had 

taught  a  large  Sabbatl.  school  in  Cold-  he  been  in  his  i^udy  of  the  miaatw  ^ 

stream,  and  htul  also  three  or  four  in  the  elocution,    that    the    moat    faaddiooi 

country  under'  the   superintendence  'oi  Englishman  ftuled  to  dJBOOver  a  vestig* 

hia   elders,   who  not  only   followed  Ua  of  Scottish  accent- 

directiona,  but  frequency  enjoyed  the         The  Secession  pasl^r   trf   Coldstzeam 

benefit  of  hie  p^eence.    He  oml  a  pro-  threw  himself  with  all  his  «iergy  into 

digiooB  appetite  for  ministerial  wort  of  the  advocacy  of  Bible,  Tract,  and  Via- 

all  kinds,  and  the  hardest  tasks  were  his'  siooary  Societies,  and  not  wly  obtained 

chief  delights.     Half  a    century   ago,  aupport  for  th^  from  his   own  an) 

cleif[ymeu  of  all  denominations  bad  no  iieighboming  districts,  but,  as  a  mpie- 

liking  for  novel  spheres  and  methods  of  seotative  ot  voluDtary  and  unhired  agent, 

labonr,  bat   kept   strictly  to  canonical  made   tours  through  e*ch  of  the  three 

hours   mid    mvtfoments.      Hi^   young  TringAima^  pr^aohing  aAd  hok^ig  wed- 

tniniater  of  Coldstream,  however,  was  day  meetmga  on  thdr  behalf.    Whils 

"  mat«nt  in  season  and  out  of  seaaon:"  labonrina  zealously  on  suoh  occaeians,  he 

and  if  means  for  dmug  good  wer^  really  also  had  his  observant  eye  eageriyturnel 

Christian,  he  did  not  care  whether  or  upon  all  tbe  noveltiee  and  notahilitia 

not  they  were  clerical.     He  b^an  nobl^,  among  jdacES  and  pfflsons  Mtoountered 

»nd  his  activity — which  bad  nothing  m  in  hja  travels ;  and  he    garnered  the 

common  with  "luasineBB" — underwent  "barveat"  in  a  full  diary  for  hw  friends 

110  relaxation.     In  the  course  of  a  few  and  mofesaion^  brethrw.     During  onr 

months  after  his  ctdination,  he  visited  of  those  toois  be  had  the  hooour  t« 

Tjeeds,  where  his  brother  had  been  aud-  spend  a  day  or  two  with  the  c^bratal 

ilenly  cut  off ;  and  he  jireaohed  to  the  pulpit   orator,   Ik^iert   Hall,    thMi     d 

bereaved  congregation  diecouraes  bearing  .  Leicester,  and  he  made  a  carejnl  record 

'lirectlyaud  impressively  upon  theevent,  of  the  wiae,  witty,  and  brilliant  BByinga 

the  theme  of  one  of  tbim  being  the  of  that  prince  of  talkera. 
Inment  of  David  over  tbe  fall  of  Jona-        Munwhile,  kfr  Thoman  hod  married : 
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amy ;  but,  in  genernJ,  bU  chivalrora 

qrint,  and  bis  Btroog  Beose  of  hariiig 
truth  and  right  on  his  side,  carried  liim 
istiier  agsinst  the  redoubtable  championa 
— the  repreeentatiTea  ot  tie  very ' '  might 
and  mastery"  of  Establisbmente.  He 
fought  in  open,  ungle  encoimter  with 
men  like  Or  Inglis  and  Dr  Cbabners, 
who  found  that  tney  had  no  reason  either 
to  despise  or  to  Taunt  over  their  Border 
antagonist. 

About  this  time,  too,  he  iient  forth 
his  "  Outlines  tor  tbe  Pulpit,"  and  his 
"  Consolation  for  Christian  Moumers ;" 
the  former  a  work  from  which  not  a  few 
ministcre  of  alldenominatione  have  taken 
help  for  preaching,  and  the  latter  a 
volume  which  skilfully  extnicte  from 
ChriBtJanity   tlie   support  and  comfort 


been  all  abng  free  from  that  absurd 
OTer-estimaite  of  self  which  indiiccE  many 
to  rush  prematurely  into  authorship,  and 
afterwuds  to  continue  to  give  to  tite 
press  whatever  composition — be  it  ser- 
mon or  address — tliey  happen  to  view 
ccnnplacently,  especially  if  they  have 
spent  upon  it  a  little  more  than  tbe  usual 
Ume  and  pains.  On  the  contrary,  he 
had  a  special  aim  in  eveiy  publication ; 
and  his  thorough  mastery  over  the  sub- 
ject discuBsed,  aa  well  as  his  abihty  to 
put  forth  his  matured  views  in  a  com- 
manding and  attractive  form,  amply 
justified  his  appearance  in  print.  It 
may  be  mentioned,  that  hi£  Cure  for 
Pauperism,"  expounding  a  congrega- 
tional plan  of  dealing  wiUi  the  destitute, 
obtained  tbe  hearty  commendation  of 
Dt  Chalmers,  who,  on  its  bejng  read  to 
him  by  the  author,  emphatically  said, 
"  Imprimatur."  Those  who  knew  the 
amount  of  his  ministerial  and  puUic 
labours,  were  surprised  that  be  found  or 
made  leisure  for  authorship.  Sot  was 
his  the  pen  of  a  rapid  writer.  Both  the 
manual  and  the  literary  parts  of  the 
iwocess  were  got  through  with  more  than 
ordinary  slowness ;  he  composed  deUber- 
ately,  and  bis  penmanship  was  distinct 
and  fine  as  copper-plate,  with  several 
'  flourishes,  whicn  tbe  engraver  might 
hare  envied,  in  the  formation  of  his 
captal  letters.  His  various  books  ob- 
tained such  a  reputation,  that,  when  he 
received  tbe  title  of  Doctor  of  Divinity, 
everybody  felt  that  the  honour  had  been 
won  fairly  and  fully. 
We  have  yet  to  ^ude  to  Dr  Thomson's 


crowning  achievement — the  abolidon  of 
the  Bible  monopoly  in  Scotland,  and  the 
immense  cheapening  of  the  Scriptures. 
This  was  an  enterprise  which  might  have 
engrossed  the  energies  and  tbe  prayets 
of  a  whole  Church ;  yet  there  was  no 
Ghiu«h,  as  such,  within  the  field  to  . 
struggle  for  its  progrcffi  and  victory,  i 
It  is  significant  that  the  enterprise  and  I 
its  resulte  were  and  still  are  slighted,  1 
even  by  those  Liberal  politicians  that 
profess  to  hate  ail  monopolies.  Tbe 
abohtion  of  tbe  Bible  monopoly  in  Scot- 
land was  conceded  and  carried  out  b;  I 
a  Whig  Government ;  yet  none  of  tbe 
members  of  that  Government,  however 
ready  to  remember  and  parade  the  great  i 
and  good  deeds  of  their  adminiatratioD. 
have  once  condescended  to  mention  what 
they  did  in  emancipating  the  Bible.  It 
was  a  glorious  harvest  in  tbe  most  barren 
epoch  that  Whiggism  ever  knew.  The 
Whigs,  under  Lord  Melbourne,  were  , 
doing  little  or  nothing,  except  to  keej 
themselves  in  of&ce  ;  uid  they  were  be- 
comingmoreandmoreimpotent eventot  ' 
that,  whilst  Sir  RobertPeel  and  the  Con- 
servative party  were  steadily  strength- 
ening themselves  and  preparing  for  new 
triumphs.  It  might,  tncrefore,  have 
been  thought  that  Whigs,  and  especi^ 
one  like  Lord  John  BuKell,  when  point- 
ing back  to  the  comparatively  idfe  and 
unprofitable  Admimstration  of  thai 
period,  and  when  eageriy  seizing  upon 
tbe  handful  of  deeds  that  conld  be  par- 
aded, would  be  sure  to  give  a  prominent 
place  and  a  special  em^^iasia  to  a  re^; 
^wid  acbierement — the  abolition  of  tlie 
Bible  monopoly.  That  was  a  lion,  com- 
pared with  the  mice  brought  forth  by 
the  Melbourne  Administration ;  ytt, 
whilst  thelatterare  boastingly  registered, 
no  notice  is  taken  of  the  former. 

This  is  not  the  place,  and  we  also  lict 
room,  for  a  detail  of  the  ezertiona  pnt 
forth  by  Dr  Thomson  tor  the  free  prim- 
ing of  tbe  Bible,  and  for  bis  subsequent 
efforts  and  sacrifices  undergone  with  thf 
view  of  immediately  and  fully  securing 
the  advantages  of  free  trade  in  Biblee. 
He  had,  verily,  a  hard  "  tea  yeara' 
struggle,"  involving  prodigious  labour, 
self-denial  in  various  fonnB,  and  aniieQ' 
and  harassment  from  many  quartere,  ul 
ending  in  a  complete  and  lasting  victorv 
for  his  cause,  and  for  ail  the  refers  and 
diEseminatoTs  of  the  English  Bible,  but 
in  a  pecuniary  ruin  for  himself  not  ^eu 
decisive. 
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Some  years  afterwards,  he  wfla  com-  river,  the  wood,  or  the  hill  famUi&r  to 

peusated  for  a  part  of  hia  loaaee  by  &  his  infancy,  and  further  endeared  bjtlte 

puhlic  teatimomal,-;-theReT.  DrsM'Far-  aaeociatioua  of  the  manj  intermediate 

lane  and  AoderKin,  and   Mr  Macgill  rears.    He  occasionally  indulged  hia  old 

Crichton.liaTinggeneroiisIyconieforwtud  habit  of  travelling,  thongh  he  had  no 

to  urge  his  claims  with  manly  eloquence,  longer  a  pnblic  miaaioD ;  and  no  later 

Ten  fears    ago,   he   hod  a  p^^ytic  than  a  year  and  a  half  ago  he  took  s 

stroke,  disabling  hia  right  aide,  and  pre-  journey  to  and  beyond  London,  to  visit 

Tenting  any  further  use  of  hia  pen.     Aa  hia   younger  son,   Dr   George    Lawaon 

the  lameness  which  from  infancy  had  Thomaon,  resident  in  the  south  of  Bng- 

sSected  him  was   in  the  left  limb,  he  land.     In  the  last  few  years  of  his  lite, 

was  Eow  incapacitated  for  walking,  ex-  he  suatained  several  severe  bereavementB 

cept  with  assistance  at  every  atep.     H'"  — the  death  of   a  brother  and  of   two 

meatal  faculties,    however,   were    un-  siaters — all  in  a  food  old  age,  yet  Ear 

tiraclied ;  and  ahght  was  the  drag  put  less  infirm  than  himself,  who  was  now 

npon  his  speech.     For  some  years  ho  left  the  last  of  his  father'a  house ;  and 

coDtinued  to  preach  frequently,  though  heaviest  of  all — more  trying  than  all  pnt 

tbe  excitement  of  the  exercise  was  ur  together — was  the  death  of  his  lonng 

from  salutary,  and  though  his  eicellent  and  beloved  wife,  who  was  removed  by 


and  kind  colleague,  the  Rev.  P.  Mearns,  a  sudden  and  painful  iUnesa.  All  along 
Vie  ready  to  undertake  the  whole  pulpit  she  had  been  nis  joy  and  solace,  and, 
nork.    But  inaction  was  foreign  to  Ma     ever  since   God'a  hand   had  been  laid 


re  and  habits  ;  and,  besides,  he  hod  upon  him,  she  proved  hie  earthly  "  stay 
long  been  accuatomed  to  exert  himself  and  stafF;"  still,  he  was  left  neither 
in  powerfully  influencing  individuals  and  alone  nor  dependent  upon  strangers,  for 
'imee  of  his  fellow-men.  To  be  denied  hia  daughters  did  all  that  they  could, 
ite  old  outlets  fo^  his  iatenae  native  and  with  assiduoiH  aSection  nursed  hinL 
'Mgy,  and  to  have  that  energy  heaving  under  hia  increasing  infirmities.  About 
iidKcomulating  at  it-s  fountain-head,  eighteen  months  ago,  he  began  to  show 
'^i  Teatrained  from  rolling  forth  in  an  occasioual  dimness  or  blank  of  me- 
ifrai  evangelistic  streams,  and  from  mory  regarding  recent  times  and  affairs ; 
<%*iHng  in  many  beneficent  rills,  could  but  hia  morning  and  evening  prayers 
flol  tat  be  a  grievous  affliotion  ;  yet  he  had  all  their  old  variety,  richness,  and 
submitted  to  it  with  pious  cheerfulneaa  ;  freshness.  Towards  the  close  of  laat 
swi  he  blcBsed  God  that,  though  he  could  year,  the  departure  of  his  son,  the  Rev. 
no  longer  serve  Him  by  teaching  others  Adam  Thomaon  of  Hawick,  to  take 
»iti  to  voice  and  bis  pen,  he  could  atill  ciiarge  of  a  church  in  Australia,  was  a 
ftad,  observe,  and  meditate,  and  thus  be  sore  trial — heobviously  laboured  to  con- 
1  student  of  the  Divine  ways  and  works,  ceal  how  sore  it  was.  Never  had  more 
In  Ihe  house,  his  occupation  from  morn-  sacredly  tender  and  confidential  bonds 
ing  h)  midnight  was  reading,  unless  existed  between  father  and  son. 
TieD  lie  talked  with  friends.  His  con-  The  intense  cold  of  the  bygone  winter 
'etaation  was  defightf ul  for  its  views  of  aoon  prostrated  the  venerable  man ;  and 
lien  and  things,  ranging  over  sixty  or  in  spite  of  repeated  rallyings,  nothing 
seienty  years.  He  had  heard  Pitt  "and  but  a  fatal  issue,  and  that  before  long, 
Fox,  and  all  the  brilliant  Parliamentary  could  be  antdeipated.  Prayer  and  medi- 
oratois  of  more  recent  times  ;  whilst  hia  tation  were  his  chief  eiercisee.  Hear- 
wwillections  of  pulpit  orators  belonging  ing,  and  especially  speaking,  had  become 
Ui  all  the  churcbee  were  more  compre-  difficult ;  and  conversation  with  him  was 
heDsive,  minute,  and  vivid.  His  talk  confined  to  brief  sentences  at  a  time. 
'aa  an  illustrated  epitome  of  Englidi  For  the  last  week  of  his  life  he  was  hap- 
snd  Scottish  history  from  the  beginning  pily*  free  from  pain  and  reatleasneis ; 
of  the  century, — the  ecclesiastical  chap-  and  thoughJiia  fine  beaming  countenance 
tecs  TCTy  full,  and  the  portraits  of  clergy-  and  bright  eye  were  now  dimmed  by  the 
nien  given  by  the  hundred ;  yet  oil  this  approaching  change,  yet  their  expression 
nowd  by  no  means  concealing  the  central  was  of  deep  serenity,  indicating  hia  Con- 
ors—hia  favourite  Dr  Lawson  of  Sel-  scions  Christian  peace.  His  aalutatnon 
Hrk.  When  the  weather  permitted,  he  of  members  of  the  family  as  they  drew 
^1  a  drive  of  five  or  mx  miles  ;  and  near  his  bed—"  The  Lord  be  with  you  I" 
'i^  eye  brightened  as  he  recognised  the  — was  not  only  a  blessing  npon  them, 
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hut  *  beatunoB^  about  hm»eK ;  aod  they  died  on  the  moming  of  the  28dFdsru*rj. 
wBl  olme  to  this  as  ite  meuung,  "  Ii^  in  the  S8d  yeai  of  hifl  Eige  Kid  5&th  ol 
jo^  h&^a  Ood  be  j^oat  God  I"    He    hia  miniatiy.  • 


MY  LAMBS. 

I  LOV£D  them  ao, 
Ihiit  when  the  eld^r  Shepherd  of  the  fold 
Cama,  covored  with  the  Storm,  and  pale  and  cold, 
And  begged  for  one  of  my  sweet  lamha  to  hold, 

J  hade  Him  go. 

Qe  clainwd  the  pet  - 
A  little  foodliiiK  thing,  that  to  m;  breast 
Oung  always,  mther  in  quiet  or  unrest. 
I  thought  (^  all  my  UmU  I  lored  him  best, 

Ana  yet — tind  yet — 

I  laid  him  down 
In  those  whit«,  shrouded  arms,  with  bitter  teats ; 
For  some  voioe  told  me  that,  in  after  years, 
He  shoald  know  nought  of  pfisuon,  gnef,  or  fears, 

Aa  /  had  knonn. 

And  yet  again 

"niat  elder  Shepherd  came :  my  heart  grew  faint : 
He  claimed  another  lamb,  with  sadder  plaint. 
Another  1 — she  who,  gentle  as  a  aaint. 
Ne'er  gaTe  me  pain. 

Aghast  I  turned  away  ; 
There  sat  she,  lovely  as  an  angel's  dream. 
Her  golden  locks  with  sunlight  all  agleam, 
Her  holy  eyes  with  heav^i  m  thdr  beam. 

I  knelt  to  pray : 

"/sit  Thy  win? 
My  Father,  say,  miM(  this  pet  lamb  be  ^ven  ? 
Oh  I  Thou  hast  many  such,  dear  Lord,  in  heaven." 
And  a  soft  voice  said,  "  Nobly  hast  thou  striven  -^ 

But— peace,  be  stilL" 

Oh,  how  I  wept, '. 
And  clasped  her  to  my  boeom,  with  a'wild 
And  yearning  love  !^my  lamb,  my  pleasant  child  ! 
Her,  too,  I  gave — the  little  angel  smiled. 

And  tlept. 

"Gol  gol"  I  cried; 
For  once  again  that  Shepherd  laid  Bis  hand 
Upon  the  w>bleet  of  our  household  band : 
Like  a  pale  spectre,  thei«  He  took  His  stand, 

Close  to  Mb  eidei. 

And  yet  how  Wondrous  sweet 
The  look  with  which  He  heard  my  paaaienate  cry — 
"Tovdi  not  my  lamb  I — for  him,  oh,  let  me  die!" 
"  A  little  wbila,"  He  said,  with  smile  and  sigh, 

"  Again  Ui  meet." 
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THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  VICTORIA. 


Uklboubhh,  Avffvst  24,  1B60,  the  colony  of  New  Sonth  Wales,  and  not 
Sib, — By  last  mail  I  inole  jrou  in  reply  entitled  to  an]r  ^rtiou  of  the  Yictorian 
to  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  James  Baian-  Grant.  We  wonld  hope  that  this  wu 
tyne,  which  appeared  in  your  Afagoziae  nothing  more  tlian  an  overaight.  It  re- 
fer Ajttil.  Presuming  on  the  insertion  duces,  nowever,  the  eight-thirteenths  to 
(rf  that  reply,  I  now  forward  to  you  the  sii  thirtcenthB,  not  to  speak  of  what 
above  document  in  illustration  and  sup-  the  Committee  knew  well,  the  utter  re- 
port of  my  concluding  remarks.  pudiation   of   all  State  connection  and 

Tbongh  the  letter  dates  the  11th  of  State  aid  in  the  case  of  those  oongrega- 

April  1860,  the  application  appears  to  tions  whose  portion  they  were  claiming, 
have  been  made  towards  the  close  of        In  reference  to  the  claim  put  fortli  iat 

1859.     On  the  13th  of  March,  Mr  Em-  the  Presbyterians,  indefinitely  so  called, 

bling,  M.L.  A.,  gave  notice  tJiat  be  would  it  is  altogether  a  piece  of  graeping  ss- 

ask  (be  Gorermnent  it  they  would  be  sumption.  We  Voluntariee  might  as  well 

willing  to  lay  on  the  table  rf  the  House  claim  tiiem  for  our  side,  and  insist  tiat 

the   correspondence   which    had    taken  their  portion  should  lapse  like  our  own, 

fJace  between  them  and  the  Presbjte-  into   the  consolidated    revenue.     Thm 

rian.  Church  of  Victoria,  respecting  the  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  partiec 

apportionment  of  the  L. 50,000  grant ;  so    dedgnating   themselves   were   Irisli 

an^,  on  the  15th  of  March,  the  Honour-  Presbyterians,  or  that  they  would  accept 

able  the  Treasurer,  in  reply  to  Mr  Em-  of  State  aid.     The  probability  is,  tiat 

bling's  qneriee,  promised  to  lay  said  cor-  they  belonged  to  the  various  sections  of 

reepondence  on  the  table.  This,  however,  the  Presbyterians  in  tie  colony,  but  that 

was  not  done  till  the  IStJi  of  April,  fully  they  had  tbought  it  sufficient  for  all  State 

a  month  thence  I     This  is  the  ominous  '  purposes  to  fill  in  the  census  echedoli- 

pause  referred  to  in  my  letter.  And  how  with  the  simple  designation  of  "  Fiesbj- 

was  this?     The  Treasurer  had  promised  terian,"more(»peciBJly,  asmanyof  them, 

more  than  he  could   do.     The  original  we  may  well  suppose,  held  no  congregs- 

letter  of  apphcation  was  not  to  be  found,  tional  connection  at  the  time. 
As  if  ashamed  of  its  story,  it  appears         But  apart,  from  this,  till  these  inde- 

quietly  to  have  made  its  way  out  of  the  finite  Presbyterians  hsd  defined  them- 

Treagury  offices,  and,  I  am  credibly  in-  selves,   and  were   formed  into    distinct 

formed,  that  it  was  not  till  the  parties  congregations,  etc.,  personally  and  is 

concerned   were    threatened  that  they  due  form  moved  in  the  matter,  no  indj- 

would  not  receive  a  farthing  of  the  pub-  vidual  or  committee  had  any  auUiorily 

lie  money  unless  the  document  was  pro-  to  apply  for  their  money.     The  printai 

duced,  that  the  above  copy  of  the  origi-  regulations  of  the  Eiecutive,  for  ttie  dis- 

nal  apphcation  was  forthcoming.  tribution  of  the  grant,  are  express  on  lie 

Though  there  is  much  in  the  docu-  point.     "  Stipends.     Reg.   7.   In   cases 

ment  which  calls  for  animadversion,  I.  where  a  minister  is  appointed  for  the  first 

can  afford  to  be  very  sparing  in  my  re-  time  to  any  church  or  chapel,  the  above 

marks.  The  letter  mentions  eight  United  application  must  be  accompanied,  with  a 

Pr^byterian  congregations  in  the  union  certificate  in  the  form  (C.),  signed  by  at 

fCH' whose  portion  of  the  grant  a  claim  is  least  one  hundred  adults." 
made,  and  amongst  those  Geelong  and        Having  no  wish  to  associate  unneces- 

Albtury.    Now,  it  is  right  to  notice,  that  sarily  the  name  of  any  brother  minister 

wevions   to  March   1860   the  Rev.  Mr  with  any  such  document,  jou  can  fill  in 

Cooper's   congregation,    Geelong,    had  the  signature  of  the  convener  with  stare. 

ceased  to  exist,  and  that  there  was  no  In  the  published  proceedingsof  the  Pkb- 

United  Presbyterian  congregation  what-  byterian  Church  of  Victoria,  thesilenw 

ever  in  that  town,  connected  with  the  of  death  has  been  preserved  in  cocnec- 

nnion.    As  for  Albury,  it  is  utoated  in  tioa  with  this  piece  of  business ;  and  bat 


for  the  attempts  tli&t  h&ve  been  made  to 
impoRe  on  the  preea  atlioine,  as  though 
the  union  were  aU  that  was  honouratile 
uiij  proBperoue,  and  our  position  one 
tbat  bad  neither  reaaon  noi  consktency 
to  recommend  it,  I  should  Dot  have  ap- 

K ached  Euch  a  disagreeable  subject. 
e  State  document  I  Bend  you  came 
into  mj  hands  iinHought.  While  bound 
to  faithfolnoe,  1  trust  I  can  iducercly 
as,j,  that  it  is  my  defiire,  aa  far  as  liet^ 
in  me,  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men, 
Md  to  aU  my  brethren  in  the  union 
who  lore  the  Lord  Jesua  Cbrint  in  sin- 
cerity  and  truth,  I  can  tmfeignedly  say, 
Grace  and  peace  be  with  them. — 1  am, 
Mr  Editor,  yours  truly, 

A.  M.  Rausay. 

Copy  of  Letter  of  Application  for  a  pro- 
portion o(  the  Grant  of  Money  appro- 
S'ated  to  Religious  Purposes  by  the 
nrch  known  as  the  Fresbyterian 
Cburch  of  Victoria,  or  from  any  sec-- 
lion  or  sections  of  it,  for  the  year  1860. 
Laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  18th 
April  I860.  Ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
ttble. 

(Signed)        Jobh  Bakker, 

Clerk  of  Assembly. 
"To lie  Honourable  the  Treasurer, 
1%)  "Melbourne,  11th Aprill«60. 
"  Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknow- 
1%  the  receipt  of  a  statement  prepared 
"Sjaar  order,  showing  the  apportionment 
<^  tie  grant  iu  aid  of  public  worship, 
^  i  heg  to  apply  therefore  for  the 
^  of  the  grant  which  devolves  to  tie 
nabjterian  Church  of  Victoria. 

'■  Heterring  to  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
^Hctoria,  No.  82,  it  i«  recited  in  that 
*«,  that  the  Preabyterian  Chtirch  of 
J^ctoria  waa  formed  by  the  union  of  four 
Pfai^terian  Syuoda ;  the  Synod  of  Vio- 
Jwa,  the  Synod  of  the  Free  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Victoria,  the  Synod  of  the 
Poited  Prea  Verian-Church  of  Victoria, 
ad  the  Synod  of  the  United  Presbyte- 
"On  Church  of  Australia,  and  provided 
aat  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  se- 
!"al  Synods  should  tie  vested  in  the  said 
neabjterian  Church  of  Victoria.  The 
wiion  of  these  Synods  was  effected  on 
iM  7th  of  April  1859,  as  was'announced 
i"  the  Government  Gazette  of  date  23d 
M  ihal  month,  when  the  Act  came  into 
operation.  In  terms  of  a  previous  under - 
standing  with  the  Government,  throe- 
»wthB  of  the  portion  of  the  grant  which 
pertained  to  the  Synod  of  the  Free  Pres- 
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byterian  Church  was  retained  by  the 
body  80  called,  entering  into  the  union, 
one-fourth  being  reserved  for  certain 
dissentients.  Arrangements  having  pre- 
viously been  made  for  the  distribution 
of  the  grant  for  the  year  1869,  it  was 
resolved  not  to  disturb  these  arrange- 
ments nor  to  raise  ■  any  further  claim 
until  the  year  was  expired. 

"  I  am  instructed  to  apply  to  you  now, 
in  accordance  with  the  provieions  of  the 
above  Act,  for  the  several  portions  of  the 
grant,  to  which  the  Synods  entering  into 
the  union,  were  TMpeotively  entitled, 
namely,  the  portion  of  the  Synod  of  Vic- 
toria, as  representing  the  Church  of 
Scotland ;  three-fourths  of  the  portion 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Free  Preabyterian 
Church  of  Victoria ;  the  portion  of  the 
body  deeoribed  in  the  statement  inde- 
finitely, as  Presbyterians ;  and  eight- 
thirteenths  of  the  portion  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  respect  to  the 
portion  to  which  the  body  described  in 
the  statement  as  Presbyterians  are  en- 
titled, I  have  to  state,  that  this  body  is 
composed  of  Preabyterians  from  Ireltuid, 
who  have  no  separate  ecclesiastical  oi^- 
nization  in  this  country,  and  who,  as 
being  nei^er  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
nor  of  the  Free  Presbyterian  Church, 
nor  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
could  be  no  otherwise  described.  I  have 
to  state  further,  that  these  Prefibytcriaus 
are  represented  by  eighteen  Irish  Pres- 
byterian ministers,  who  are  all  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Victoria, 
and  are  all  claimants  of  the.  grant. 

"  In  regard  to  the  portion  to  which 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  is  en- 
titled, I  have  to  state,  that  at  the  union 
there  were  thirteen  congregations  of  that 
denomination  ip  the  colony,  of  which 
eight  entered  into  the  Fresbyterian 
Church  of  Victoria.  The  congregations 
which  entered  into  the  union  were  those 
of  Lonsdale  Street,  Melbourne,  Emerald 
Hill,  Bacchus  Marsh;  Gisbome;  Geelong, 
Rev.  Mr  Cooper's;  Warranbool,  Portland 
and  Albury.  The  congregations  whicli 
declined  to  enter  into  the  union  were 
those  of  Collins  Street,  Melbourne ;  Gol- 
lingwood, Geelong,  Bev.  Mr  Henderson's ; 
fiallarat,  and  Broadmeadows. 

"  The  amount.to  which  the  Fresbyte- 
rian Church  of  Victoria  is  entitled,  is 
thus  shown  by  the  statement  receivM, 
to  be  as  follows ; — 


.ioogle 


9,  indeflnitely  £ 

Sighl-tbirtMntliB   portiDn   of 
Ihe  United  Pi«B%taiW, 


I  kn»  ihe  bmonr  to  ke,  Sir,  ymt 


1189  16    6  (8»«n«J>      " 

LLo^  m  „  CoNMMT  0/  tAe  ite(«  Aid  OmnUUi 
778  1«   8  o/tt«  A«t&jnlenm  CAurcitt^Fielimii'' 
A  true  eavf. 


OUB  THEOLOGICAL  FROFE^ORa 


My  Dear  Sib, — In  inyfOTmer 

' '  1  I  propoHed  to  throw  out  a  few 
""  OB  the  bearinga  of  the  posi- 
Eioa  oi  our  profeaora.  Firat,  on  the 
profeBsors  themBelvee ;  aeeoodly,  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Hall ;  thirdly,  <m  the 
iitudentB  and  preachera ;  and  fonrtUy, 
on  the  eharch  in  general.  I  uov  Unut 
my  reinarks  to  the  first  of  these  topics. 

The  advocates  of  things  as  they  »re 
toMj  Bay  t^t  the  argument  is  already 
f  orecloeed ;  and  that  facta  abundantly 
prove,  that  the  present  syetem  is  not  in- 
ferior to  that  prerailing  in  the  other 
churches,  that  it  has  been  already  tested, 
and  that,  in  short,  the  profeaors  in  the 
DisBentJiig  hatb,  tee-  a  century  past,  hare 
been  as  eminent  and  as  useful  aa  any 
otJier  in  the  conntry-  Now,  I  admit  the 
premises.  I  admit  the  eminence  and 
ofiefaliiesB  of  such  men  as  Profeffiors 
Brown  of  Haddington,  Dib  Dick,  Mit- 
cbeU,  Brown  of  Edinburgh,  IlMmaon 
of  Paisley,  and  that  our  present  profes- 
sors do  not  need  to  few  a  comparison 
with  those  of  other  denominatious.  But 
we  are  disposed  to  question  the  conclu- 
don.  With  regard  to  those  of  a  past 
generation,  they  are  not  fit  subjects  of 
comparison ;  for  they  lived  in  quiet 
times,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  nume- 
rous demands  and  endless  interruptjons 
of  this  bustling  age.  There  are,  probably, 
as  many  institutioas  connected  with  one 
congregation  in  Glasgow  or  Edinburgh, 
as  there  were  in  the  whole  churches  in 
one  of  theae  cities  fifty  years  ago.  And 
then  extraneous  demands,  such  aa  those 
of  lectures,  soirees,  juMee  services,  open~ 
ings  of  churches,  general  missionary  and 
other  similar  meetings,  are  almost  end- 
'  lefas.  It  follows,  then,  that  what  wss  well 
fitted  for  the  days  rat  onr  faUiers,  may 
be  quite  unfitted  for  the  preeent  day. 
And  with  regard  to  our  present  pro- 


fessors, we  are  deatitate  of  ose  elBBOl 
of  judgment,  withont  which  w«  cu 
come  to  no  certain  decision  in  favour  d 
the  present  system ;  fc»  we  muit  t« 
able  to  compare  th«in,  not  nmpi;  vA 
othen,  but  with  thcmselvca,  if  tb^  bad 
the  tame  and  leiame  of  an  midiniiilj 
profeasoi^p.  It  m  not  what  the;  u^ 
but  what  such  eminent  men  would  iu 
were  th^  aolaly  confined  bo  their  pro-l 
feasorial  dDtdca^  As  we  caimot  jod^ 
from  experience,  we  muat  derive  wr 
means  ol  judging  from  other  quartos. 
Now,  we  have  alluded  to  the  pecului 
characteristics  of  the  present  age,  nai 
we  derive  a  good  hint  &oin  the  naaun 
in  wluch  matters  are  accranmodatod  w 
them.  During  the  latt  gsneratiim  !>"■. 
aeoretariea  of  almost  all  o«r  Misacmiill 
Bo<»etiee  were  hooorwy  Mtd  mpaid 
They  did  the  work  gratuitously.  W 
now  it  is  othowiae.  We  have  ]»>' 
secretaries,  and  paid  de^s  and  tr» 
sureiE.  The  Chmrchee  judge,  andtbc) 
judge  rightly,  that  to  do  so  ia  Uie  grestM' 
economy  in  the  end  ;  that  in  order  tU 
the  work  may  be  well  done,  a  man  as^ 
give  his  whole  time  to  it ;  and  if  Mr ' 
regtikr  s^ary  vs  abnlntely  meWl- 
Now,  ottt  profesBOishme;  if  not  entiiell 
honorary  and  unpaid,  are  m  a  p>*' 
meaaure  so  ;  for  the  reelected  bieib^ 
who  hold  them  lierive  thar  wiBcipil 
income  from  their  churcheH.  Sok,  ^ 
would  be  apt  to  reason,  apHori,  If  i'* 
foimd  to  be  pr(^)eT  to  mcuk  the  eniin 
services  of  one  man  for  onr  aecrel^ 
ships,  and  to  rsnunerate  him  mcriI- 
ingly,  so  it  is  equally  proper  to  sont 
'the  entire  services  of  one  brother  if 
eadi  of  OUT  profeaiNHihips. 

And  is  this  cmelunrm  orerluniM  ^ 
a  dose  examination  of  the  dKUBSlu'f 
of  the  case?  No.  ItisrHthnewdraat- 
And  it  appears  to  us,  tiwt  whether  n 
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tonaider  the  oomfort,  the  faMttt,  tbe  teachers  call  to  a^  faiin  to  pradde  at  a, 
tttammeata,  or  the  Tnefnloen  of  oar  B0(reetabeheldnextTeek;aiidaftertlM7 
profeeBora,  eaoli  will  be  beet  attained  by  are  gone  he  hm  a  call  from  aome  Btudenls 
(he  dividoD  of  kboar  in  fwroRr  of  which  in  divimty.  Ou  Tuesday  he  n  risitiiig 
ve  plead.  the  aick  ;  ntd  m  the  eretmtg  he  oecnpitt 
We  remark,  Uien,  first,  tiist  the  eon-  the  platform  at  a  pnblic  meeting.  He  ex- 
fort  of  our  pTofenors  vonld  be  best  peote  to  haTe  some  time  on  the  Wednei- 
promoted  by  a  change  of  tiae  present  day,  but  he  is  told  ol  the  dangerous  iS' 
iTSl^a.  It  is  not  denied,  that  in  parting  sen  of  (Mie  of  his  hearoiB  at  three  milss' 
villi  thur  CMigr^ations  some  sacrificeB  distance ;  he  has  a  fnneral  in  the  oftcr- 
voald  be  required.  There  is  a  peculiar  noon,  and  in  the  evening  a  prayer-meet^ 
species  of  enjoyment  felt  by  the  minister  ing.  On  Thaisday  he  btgins  to  prepare 
d  a  church  which  is  scarody  found  by  for  the  pulpt,  eipecling,  if  he  snccoeds 
inyonedse.  His  whole  time  is  occupied  'well,  to  secure  a  little  time  lor  lil«raiy 
in  spiritual  puisutB;  he  breathes  a  waim.  studj' on  Friday.  Everything  goes  ac- 
ttniiepbere,  surrounded  by  an  afiec-  cording  to  his  wish — his  pen  flows  with 
liimiile  people ;  and  ereii  hie  houis  of  peraoason — and  he  r«ckoDS  on  a  good 
Rluation  are  favoutable  to  intellectoal  forenoon's  study  on  Friday.  Bnt,  aks 
jmgren  and  improvement.  And  thed,  for  the  fatJlity  of  human  intentiont. 
1  minieter  enjoys  a  home  feehng  of  in-  Just  as  he  is  about  to  begin,  a  Baptist 
dspendence  in  the  bosom  of  his  people ;  miasionaTy  from  CaJcutta  is  intarodneed, 
tid  bis  Sabbaths,  though  not  without  wishing  to  preach  in  his  chnrch  on  Sab- 
I^Kir  aoiietieB,  are  MMom  of  sphitDal  bath  evening  in  behalf  of  his  miffiion. 
eicitement.  Now,  were  a  professor  to  The  Tvofessor  a  interested  in  miesione, 
wrwnder  his  chnroh,  he  must,  with  the  and  he  sees  his  visitor  interested  in  his 
tiila,  give'  up  thoee  and  other  pleasures  thane  ;  and  he  determines  to  hear  bim 
'i  tbe  pastoral  office.  out,  promising  himmOf  an  indemnity  for 
But  yet,  with  these  deductions,  the  the  interruption  by  learning  eometiiing 
onfart  of  the  professor  would  be,  as  a  about  Swiscrit,  or  Persian,  or  Hindo- 
At,  incresBed,  by  his  sole  derotion  to  etanee.  The  missLonary  waxes  eloquent, 
'^  jmfeffiOTship.  It  most  be  remion-  enters  very  minutely  into  the  phWe  of 
imj,  that  it  is  stiU  a  department,  tmd  the  work  in  India,  not  without  a  digree- 
a  most  iiaportant  one  too,  of  the  great  sion  about  the  habits  of  elephants ;  and 
vorkof  Christ  in  building  i^>  the  Church  long  bef<»e  he  has  finished,  the  best  part 
1^  aaving  souls.  As  Dr  Chimera  was  of  the  time  allotted  ior  study  is  gone, 
(out  to  aay,  "  A  minist^  is  a  fisher  of  and  no  time  is  kft  for  literary  conrena- 
P^  but  a  profeesor  is  occupied  in  train-  tion-  Now,  though  entertained,  when 
H  fi^ieta  of  men."  In  resigning  the  the  professor  looks  back  upon  the  week, 
fxaXM  pletisures  of  the  ministry,  he  is  he  is  irritated  and  vexed  that  it  is 
We  up  by  the  thought  that  he  is  now  finished,  and  yet  nothing  has  been  dcme 
ccDatantiy  occupied  in  the  same  great  to  his  study. 

wort ;  and  the  leisure  secured  in  this  But  how,  them,  does  he  prepare  f<a'  the 

°^ianment,  [H«ventB  the  distraction  and  duties  of  the  Hall  ?     Thi*  question  may 

Dritadon  attendant  upon  the  competi-  well  be  asked,  and  it  may  well  be  matter 

hoa  ineeparablB  from  the  discharge  of  of  wonder  when  we  say,  that  he  prepares, 

iwoi^ces.    Besides,  he  has  a  love  of  and  excellently  too,  but,  except  where 

^^j,  and  he  sees  its  necessity  ;    and  there  is  an  extraordinary  versatihty  (d 

°<)«  hs  has  time  to  cultivate  it  to  his  powem,  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  comfort ; 

I'iatt's  aatisfaction.     In  present  circum-  for,  ambitious  aa  he  b  of  the  very  hi^cst 

*»nMB,  the  occupant  of  the  chair  cooiee  attainments  in  his  vocation,  and  nofcicang 

wme'Erom  the  Hall  engrossed  with  ihe  the  progress  be  ia  making  to  be  not  :Mie- 

ims^  of  prosecuting  some  subject  of  fourth  equal  to  what  he  thinks  necessary, 

'Wj.    But  be  meets  with  a,  thousand  he  b^ina  to  cultivate  the  hahitB  of  a 

'  wuiigg  to  prevent  it     He  has  appointed  lectose  student.      He  beoomes,  if  not 

'  Wilt  on  whidi  to  begin.    JBut  new  moody,  at  least  silent.     He  does  not 

i^  unexpected  interference  arises.    On  enjoy  society,  bnt  endures  it.     He  is 

^^y  he  has  to  make  a  few  calls  of  tadtom  in  his  own  family.    He  shrinks 

^  unportance,  and  to  recover  from  into  himsdf ,  tie  more  that  attemrAs  Me 

'■K  UiigntB  of  Sabbath  ;    and  in   the  made  to  draw  him  out ;  and,  as  Dr  tetiwn 

°^«iiit>g  a  committee  c^  ^bbath  school  says  of  hia  faths  the  pntfwaor,  benaro- 
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leaUy  smiles  on  his  Twtor  when  he  re-  as  tb^  have  already  done,  it  u  to  be 

tires,  as  if  ttmnVi-ng  him  for  his  depar-  expected  they  would  yet  do  more  1o 

ture.      He  becomes,  in  short,  a,  book-  elucidate  the  Bible,  and  to  stem  the  flood 

worm ;  and  into  this  position  his  many  of  German  literary  error  which  has  been 

intemiplionfl  have  drivrai  liim.  setting  in ;  and,  in  short,  to  give  Scottidi 

But  this  is  not  the  wont ;   for  one  theolo^cal  learning  a  broad  baslB  of  iK 

way  by  which  he  makes  np  for  the  lack  pwn,  and  to  create  for  it  a  prestige  which 

of  time  for  study  is  by  borrowing  from  it  once  had,  and  which  it  has  h^im  to 

tlie  future.     What  ia  it  to  borrow  from  regwn,  even  with  all  the  digadvantagt 

the  future  ?    It  is  to  devote  those  hours  of  the  present  system. — I  am,  etc., 
to  hard  study  which  should  be  devoted  to  Resh. 

healthful  relaxation.    It  is  to  study  with 

a  forced  energy,  and  to  devote  hours  t«  [Oar  eatetaned  ccorespondent  has  ovn- 
it  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  sleep ;  loosed  some  connderations  that  seem  to 
so  as  to  weaken  the  constitution  and  to  support theexiBtingarrangemeat.  Wheu 
shorten  life.  The  time  thus  borrowed  the  professor  has  got  up  his  course  ol 
must  be  rep^d,  and  probably  with  in-  lectures,  the  chief  and  by  far  the  most 
terest  too.  We  once  knew  and  venerated  severe  jartof  hia  toil  is  over ;  and  all  he 
a  professor  having  the  care  of  a  oongre-  Baa  to  do  each  session  afterwards— al 
gation,  who,  by'uie  constant  labours  of  least,  so  far  as  lecturing  ia  concerned- 
eight  years  in  writing  and  rewriting  hia  is  to  revise  and  improve  what  he  has  , 
lectures,  induced  a  chronic  disorder,  written,  and  occasionally  to  prepare  > 
which  could  never  be  overcome,  and  new  prelection  designed  to  meet  and  ei- 
which,  in  all  likelihood,  abridged  a  vain-  pose  some  current  error.  Quita  su£* 
able  liife  by  eight  or  ten  yeara.  So  we  cient  for  this  work  is  the  Hall-perifld 
are  persuaded  ^e  health  of  the  professors  itself,  even  if  he  should  not.  take  anj 
would  be  promoted  by  a  change  of  the  fradionB  of  leisure  throughout  the  pre- 
present  system.  ceding  ten  months,  for  loDldng  over  bis 

We  can  only  say  a  word  or  two  re-  lectures.     Hitherto,  too  little  attention 

specting  the  attainments  which  may  be  has  been    paid  to  etamittaiiom    upon 

predicated  of  these   different  systems,  theology  and  biblical  literature.    If  these 

And  we  are  to  look  at  the  first  of  these  were    comprehensive,     elaborate,    and 

subjects,  not  with  the  eye  of  the  specta-  thorough,  each  student  would  know  the 

tor,  nor  even  with  the  eye  of  the  student,  truth  scientifically,  and  be  armed  agaiusi 

but  with  the  eye  of  the  professor  himself,  its  many  opponents.    It  happens  that 

who  sees  the  almost  boundless  field  of  our  present  professors  have  remarkable 

the  theological  literature  of  the  present  qualifications  for  this  Socratic  exercise, 

day.     When  we  think  of  a  German  pro-  and  could  go  through  the  process,  sat, 

fesaor  studying,  if  he  chooses,  ten  hours  of  "  impugning  a  thesis,"  With  consuoi- 

a-day,  and  those  under  the  present  system  mate  acuteness.     Still,  the  Hall-period 

working  often  ton  hours  a-day  for  the  allows  quite  enough  of  time  to  prepare 

pastorate  and  its  attendant  occupations  for  this  labour. 

and  demands,-  wo  see  at  least  who  has         Nor  does  our  correspondent  enter  upon 

the  best  opportunity  of  self-cultivation,  the  question,  if  pastoral  experience  be 

The  manner  in  which  the  disadvantage  not,  in  various  ways,  so  precioys  an  aid 

has  been  overcome  does  far  more  credit  to  to  professorial  work  as  to  be  almost  in- 

the  professors  themselves  than  to   the  dispensable.     Besides,  not  a  littie  of  the 

system  under  which  they  are  placed.  preparation  andfurnishingfor  thepulpii 

With  regard  to  viEefulneas,  we  cannot  might  be  transferred  to  the  professor's 

enter  into  it  fully.     It  is  c(»ceded  that  de&.     Dr  Bahner,   almost  as  much  a« 

one  field  of  usefulness  must  be  surren-  Dr  Brown,  availed  himself  of  his  cAngie- 

dered,  and  that  the  possession  of  this  gational  discourses.    And,  certainly,  sta- 

field  gives  them  a  general  influence  for  denta  are  not  the  class  that  can  reasonably 

good  in  the  churches,  which  they  could  refuse  what  has  been  provided  for  the 

not  otherwise   so  completely  exercise,  most  intellectual  among  United  Presby- 

It  is  their  usefulness  as  professots,  and  terian  hearers ;    though,  on  the  other 

more  especiaUy  in  the  literary  world,  to  hand,  they  should  not  be  m^ide  to  lie  a( 

which  we  advert.    And,  all  other  things  the  pulpit -stairs,  picking  np  the  crumbs 

being  equal,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  sup-  that  fall  there, 
pose  that  it  would  be  increased.    Sueh.        There  are  many  collateral  questioi^ 
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needing  to  be  settled,  before  the  point  abouM  openi;  foil  back  upon  hi«  old  stock 

Dcder  diKUEsion  can  receive  a  satdsfac-  for  the  second  dificourse.     Wa  entirelj' 

lory  dedsion.      There  is,   for  example,  agree    with    this    view,    provided    the 

tie  question  why,  &  minister  of  several  preacher   carefully   revise    that    second 

fears  Btanding,  and  with  a  large  stock  discourae. 

of  scrmoDB,  ^ould  be  inteidicted  from        This  innovation,  would  allow  professorB 

lelecting  out  of  that  stock,  and  from,  more  time  for  their  Hall -preparations, 

carefully  lewritiug  and  again  delivering  Again,   there   should,  for  the  atudente 

tiie  beet  sermons  in  it?      If  he  were  b^eflt,  be  some  scheme  for  initiating 

iDowed  to  deal  with  hia  old  materials,  fourth  or  fifth  year  studenta  into  the 

he  could,  at  a  great  reduction  of  labour,  practice  of  preadiing  under  professorial 

prodacediacouTBWincomparablyBuperior  direction     and     superintendence.       So 

Id  tiioee  which  he  hastily  and  imperfectly  many  students  should  be  aaaigDed  to  each 

neditates  ;   and  then,  he  would  com-  profeesor ;  and,  in  his  and  neighbouring 

Band  the  main  advantage  attached  to  ministers'  churches,   they  should  occa- 

banslatioii  to  a  new  sphere  of  labour,  sionally  preach.   This  of^gement  would 

St  Chalmers  was  wont  to  maiotaia  that  yield  many  advantages,  amongst  which 

K  minister  should  regularly  sive  more  there  would  bo  a  little  more  leisure  for 

Inn  one  new  sermon  on  ^boath,  but  the  professor, — Ed.] 


4^t  48littitEr. 

IHE  LAW  oiVEH  TO  VOBBII.  rectnees,  we  must  iiuderatand{what  it  is 

Vkrt  did  he  get  that  Law  t — Inacilyiu  about   which  we   reason.      lu   the  next 

lu  gF  (tie  northern  states  lived  a  lawyer  of  place,  I  consider  the  internal  evidence  of 

faane  andtalents.    He  was  notoriously  the  truth  of  the  Bcriptnrea  stronger  than 

Nut   He  hadanegrobay,atwhombiB  the  external." 

'Ki^lwrs  Dsed  to  hear  him  swear  with  "And  where  shall  I  begin?"  inquired 

•"fil  riolence.     One  day  this  gentleman  the  on  believer.  "At  theNewTeitament." 

■"(iineiaer of  the  PrcBbyterian  Church,  "No," replied  the  elder;  "at  thebegin- 

■Qoiruilgo  a  lawyer,  and  aaid  to  him,  nine—at  Genesis." 

''I  wish,  nr,  to  examine  into  the  truth  or  The  inlidel  bought  a  commentary,  went 

^t  Cbriitisn  religion.    What  books  would  home,  and  sat  down  to  the  serious  study  of 

ion  iinsE  me  to  read  on  the  evidences  of  the  Scriplares.    He  applied  all  his  strong 

QiristUnity?"  and  well-diiciplincd  powers  of  mind  to  (ho 

Ttia  elder,  iDrprised  at  the  inqniiy,  re-  -  Bible,  to  try,  rigidly  bat  impartially,  its 

plied,  "Tliat  !s  a  question,  sir,  which  jon  truth. 

Dighttohave settledlongago.    Yonought  As  he  went  on  in  his  perusal,  be  rc- 

ni  la  hive  put  off  a  subject  so  Important  ceived   occasional    calls  from  the   elder. 

h  ihii  Itte  period  of  life."  The  infldel  freely  remarked  upon  what  he 

"bit too  late?"  said  the  inquirer;  "I  had  read,  and  stated  his  objections.    Ho 

Mfsr  knew  mnch  about  il,  but  I  alwevs  liked  this  paasago— he  thought  thattonch- 

■"pposed  that  Christianity  was  rejected  by  ing  and  beantifnt — but  he  could  not  credit 

Ibe  great  majority  of  learned  men.    I  in-  a  third. 

■md.hoKeTer.now  toenamioethesubjec  "  

Ilioniigbly  myself.    I  have  upon  me,  ai 

It  pbfsidan  says,  a  mortal  disease,  under  lug  lus  mum  mw  n   ucjccku  luua,  ois 

*bicli  I  may  live  a  year  and  a-haif  or  two  mind  apparently  absorbed  in  thought.   He 

Grs,  bat  not  probably  longer.      What  continaed,  not  noticing  that  any  one  had 

^<ii,  would  you  advise  me  toread?"  come  in,  bosily  to  trace  and  retrace  hia 

I'Ths Bible,"  said  the  elder.  steps.    The  elder  at  lencth  spoke — 

"I  befiere  you  don't  nndentand  me."  "Yon  seem,  sir,"  said  lie,  "to  be  in  a 

''■■uried  the  anbeliever,  snrpriaed  in  his  brown  study.   Of  what  are  you  tbinking  ?  " 

"M:  "Iwish  to  investigate  the  truth  of  "Ihavebeen  reading,"  replied  the  in- 

«■«  Bible."  fldel,  "the  moral  low," 

"I  would  advise  von,  sir,"  repeated  the  "Well,  what  do  yon  think  of  it?"  asked 

elder,  "to read  the  Bible,    And  (he  con-  the  elder. 

pnned)  1  wiJi  p-,^  jQn  aj  reasons.    Most  "  I  will  tell  yon  what  I  used  to  think," 

aEdela  are  very  ignorant  of  the  Scriptures,  answered  the  infldel.     "I  supposed  that 

•Not,  to  reason  on  any  subject  with  cor-  Moseswastheleaderof  ahordeofbandittt ; 
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that,  b«viag  •  stn^ig  mind,  be  ftcqnired 
great  inflaence  over  a  aapeiBtitiou  people ; 
and  Chu  OD  UoanC  Sinai  he  played  off 
Bomo  sort  of  firsHorke,  to  tlie  amazemeat 
of  his  ignorant  follonerg,  who  itnagiacd,  in 
their  mingled  fear  and  snpeistition,  tiiat 
the  exhibition  was  eupernatural." 

"But  what  do  you  thicli  nowt"  inter- 
posed the  elder. 

"  I  have  been  looking,"  said  the  infidel, 
"  into  the  mtare  of  that  law.  I  have  been 
trying  to  ice  whether  I  can  add  anylfaing 
to  it,  or  take  anrthing  from  it,  ao  ai  to 
make  it  better.  Sir,  I  cannot.  Itiip^Jeet. 
"  The  firat  commandmenl,"  continned 
he.  "  directs  ns  to  make  the  Creator  the 
object  of  oar  anpicme  love  and  reverence- 
That  ie  right.  If  He  be  onr  Creator,  Pro- 
Berver,  and  Supreme  Benefactor,  weonght 
to  treat  Him,  and  none  othtr,  as  snch.  The 
'  seoDDd  forbids  idolatry.  That  certainly  is 
right.  The  third  forbids  profanity.  The 
fourth  fixes  a  time  for  religions  worship  ; 
and  if  there  be  a  God,  He  ought  sorely  to 
be  worshipped.  It  is  snitable  that  there 
should  be  an  outward  homage,  significant 
of  our  inward  regard.  If  God  be  wor- 
shipped, it  is  proper  that  some  time  should 
be  set  apaFt  for  that  purpose,  when  all  maj 
WOtship  Him  harmanionalj  and  without 
iatemiptlon.  One  day  in  seven  is  certainly 
not  too  much,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it 
ii  too  little.  The  fifth  defines  the  peculiar 
duties  arising  from  family  relations.  In- 
juries  to  our  neighbour  are  then  claiaifitd 
by  the  moral  law.  They  are  divided  into 
Mfences  against  life,  chastity,  property,  and 
character.  And,"  eaid  he,  applying  a  legal 
idea  with  legal  acuteneas,  "I  notice  that 
the  greatest  offence  in  each  class  is  ex- 
pceilly  forbidden.  Thua  the  greatest  in- 
jury to  life  is  murder ;  to  chastity,  adultery ; 
la  property,  theft ;  to  character,  perjury. 
Now  the  greater  offence  moU  include  the 
less  of  the  same  kind.    Murder  must  in- 


clude every  iiijniy  to  life ;  adnlteiy,  erti; 
injnry  to  purity ;  and  so  of  the  rest.  And 
the  moral  code  is  closed  and  perfected  by 
a  command  forbidding  every  improper 
daire  in  regard  to  our  neighbours. 

"  I  have  been  thinking,"  ha  proceeded, 
"  where  did  Moses  i;et  that  law  ?  I  have 
read  history  :  the  Egyptians  and  the  ad- 
jacent aations  were  idolaters ;  so  were  thei 
Greeks  and  Romans;  and  (be  wisest  anl 
ben  Greeks  or  Bomans  never  gave  a  coda 
of  morals  like  this.  Where  did  Mosea  gtt 
this  law,  which  sn^aaiea  the  lyadom  uti 
fduloMphj  of  the  moat  enlightened  ages7 
He  lived  at  a  period  comparatively  bar- 
barous, but  be  has  given  a  law  in  which 
the  learning  and  sagacity  of  all  subsequent 
time  can  detect  no  flaw.  Where  did  be 
get  it  7  He  conld  not  have  soared  so  far 
above  hia  age  as  to  have  devised  it  himselt 
I  am  eaililied  where  he  obtained  it.  It 
came  down  from  heaven.  I  am  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  the  religion  of  the  Bible." 

Theiofidel — infidelnolonger — rem  aind 
to  his  death  a  firm  believer  in  the  truth  <f 
Chriatiani^. 

DimQ  sii.mpn.T. 

In  the  last  visit  but  one  which  Whit- 
field paid  to  America,  he  spent  a  day  oi ! 
two  at  Friacetoo,  nndor  the  roof  oi^Dr' 


Mr  W.,  I  hope  it  will  be  very  long  before 
you  will  be  called  home;  but  when  that 
event  shall  arrive,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hut 
the  nobJe  testinionj  job  will  bear  for 
God."  "  You  would  be  disappointed, 
Doctor,"  said  Mr  W.,  "I  shall  diesllentl;. 
It  has  pleased  God  to  enable  me  to  bear  id 
many  testimonies  for  Him  dnring  my  life, 
that  He  will  require  none  from  me  wbenl 
die."  The  manner  of  Mr  W.'s  deatb  ven- 
fied  this  prediction. 


Atini  nf  Sm  f  itliiotiiiD. 


Tbdb  CoMMnBiCAnr'a  MAinjAi. :  compris- 
ing the  Exercises  of  a  Christian  in  the 
prospect  of  partaking  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, Examining  himself  respecting  his 
Knowledge,  Paith,  and  Repentance.  By 
the  Key.  Hehbi  Thombob,  D.D.  Edin., 
Senior  Hiuister  of  the  TJcited  Presby- 
terian Congregation,  Penrith. 

EdhriiBiEb:  Wmiun  OliphtiDt  snd  Co.  Fwritb: 
a  Brown.     1860. 

SvcR  is  the  comprehensive  title  of  a'%Fork 
which  the  venerable  Dr  Thomson  of  Pen- 
rith gives  to  tie  public  as  the  ripe  thiitsof 


apprecial 

Passages  selected  Rrom  the  Pirst  Seven 
Chapters  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles," 
and  the  "  Forty  Sacramental  Addrcssca." 
of  the  same  accomplished  anther,  this 
more  extended  treatise  on  the  subject,  ea 
well  handled  in  the  latter  of  these  publi- 
cations, wai  be  warmly  welcomed.  Tie 
mind  of  Dr  Thomson,  while  maitired  anil 
mellowed  bj  age,  has  lost  nothing  of  its 
vigour ;  and  his  ever  graeefnl  pen  is  wield- 
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deplorable  effects  upon  the  rational  and  im- 
mortal souls  at  men,— ID  blindness  of  mind, 
depiaTity  of  will,  hsirdnesB  of  lieart,  debsee- 
meut  of  affections,  and  unutterable  miser;, 
produced  by  jarring  passiona  and  an  accnaing 
oonsoienee?  Do  you  acknowlodgB  the  justice 
ol  Qod  in  permitting  disesBC  and  death  to 
enter  our  world,  oa  the  just  punishment  of 
man's  ein  P  Do  you  recognise  the  deep  ma- 
lignity of  sin  in  the  bodil;  diseases  and  tem- 
poral calaroitios  which  it  has  brooght  upon 
mankind,  in  every  country  and  in  every  age ; 
and  in  thoee  awful  judgmeats,  by  which  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe  has,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  manifested  Bla  righteous  govern- 
ment f  When  yoQ  think  of  the  destruction 
of  the  old  world  by  "  the  flood,  which  God 
brought  upon  the  ungodly," — of  Bodom  and 
Gomorrha,  "  set  forth  for  an  example,  suffer- 
iag  the.  vengeance  of  eternal  fire,  — of  the 
erctijpation  of  the  nations  of  Canaan,  whea 
they  bad  filled  up  the  measure  of  their  ini- 
qnity, — uf  the  "  wrath  to  the  uttermost "  that 
camo  upon  the  Jews,  the  chosen  people  of 
Qod,  wrath  under  which  they  still  lio,— of 
the  tall  of  mystical  Babylon,  "  the  habitation 
of  devils,  the  hold  of  overy  foul  spirit ;" — in 
all  these  do  you  discern  the  odious  and  de- 
structive nature  oE  sin  F  Do  you  justify  Qod 
in  ita  punishment,  joining  tlie  great  voice  of 
much  people  that  John  heard,  saying,  "  Alle- 
luia !  tialvation,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and 
power,  unto  the  Lord  our  Chid ;  for  true  and 
righieoutKre  Sis  jtulgmenit  t"  When  you  look 
forward  to  the  punishment  of  sin  in  a  future 
world,  awaiting  the  incorrigil ' 


worm  that  shall  :iever  die,  and  a  fiie  that 
hhftU  never  ba  quenched," — you  cannot  he 
sufficiendy  affected  with  a  sense  of  the  malig- 

ment  of  Qod,  deserves  such  punishment  And, 
if  you  had  remained  under  the  slaven  of  sin, 
this  must  have  been  your  portion.  You  were 
"  treasuring  up  wrath  against  the  day  ot 
wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righteoua  judg- 
ment of  God." 

It  ma;  bs  added,  that  each  section  closes 
with  a  prayer  adapted  to  its  subject,  in  the 

5 reparation  of  which  great  care  hu  evi- 
entty  been  takea. 

The  YOlnme  is  dedicated  to  the  author's 
"  Beloved  and  highly-Talued  Colleagae, 
the  Kevercnd  John  Tannahili,  M.A.,  and 
to  the  Elders  and  other  Members  of  the 
Old  Prcsbycerian  Congregation  in  Pen- 
rith." DrThomEoniHriowoneoftbeveiy 
oldest  of  the  minisCerB  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church.  All  who  know  him  are 
aware  how  admirable  a  specimen  be  affords 
of  the  Cbriitian  gentleman  of  what  may 
now  be  called  the  oldea  time.  Many  of 
his  friends  wUl  rejoice  in  seeing  the  evi- 
dence irt  this  volume  that  his  old  age  is 
green  and  fmitfhl,  famishing  another 
nappy  illaslration  of  the  noble  figure  of 
the  Psalmist:  "TberighteousshaU  flourish 
like  the  palm-tree :  he  shall  grow  like  a 


cedar  It)  Lebanon.  Thoiethat  be  planted 
in  the  honse  of  the  Lord  shall  floimsh  in 
the  courts  of  our  Ood.  Tbey  shaU  still 
bring  forth  frnit  in  old  age ;  tbey  sh^  be 

fat  and  flonriabing." 

Lira  FOB  God,  exemplified  in  (he  Chanc- 
ter  and  Work  of  Nehemiah.  B;  the 
Rev.  WiLLUic  BiTCHix,  Dense.  Pp. 
S57. 

■Edinburgh:  Andrew  ElUot.  IBSl. 
This  is  a  very  good  book, — sound  in  theO' 
logy,  rich  in  practical  wisdom,  highly  redo- 
lent of  deront  feeling,  evidencing  on  the 
pan  of  the  sntbor,  and  fitted  to  promote 
in  the  careful  reader,  the  knowledge  of 
experimental  religion  and  vftal  godliness. 
It  is  not  an  exposition  of  the  book  of  Nehe- 
miah ;  neither  isit  a  commentary,  properly 
BO  called,  on  the  life  of  that  princely  man 
of  God.  It  is  not  a  course  of  Scotch  lec- 
tnres,  like  Lawson's  on  the  history  of  Jo- 
seph, or  M'Crie's  on  the  book  of  Esther. 
Still  less  can  it  be  described  as  a  course  of 
sermons,  from  texts  chosen  from  the  b<kik 
of  Nehemiah,  illustrative  of  particular 
themes.  The  plan  of  the  book  is  some- 
what (III  gtnKrii — perhaps  we  ought  to  say, 
original.  It  fixes  on  the  salient  points  of 
the  historv  of  the  life  and  work  of  Nehe- 
miah, and  tnms  them  to  the  purposes  of 
practical  instruction,  and  exhortation,  and  i 
edification.  To  adopt  the  author's  own 
account  of  his  design,  his  "  prinmpal  um  j 
is  to  trace  the  history'of  the  nan  of  God, 
in  bis  long  labour  of  love  for  the  welfare 
of  Zion,  and  to  unfold  the  practical  lesson! 
of  his  devoted  life,  for  inatmction  in  pre- 
sent duty  and  experience."  Thus  the  plan 
may  be  said' to  combine  the  essence  of  the 
lecture  with  the  form  of  the  sermon,  or 
^w  ont  the  practical  object  of  the  one 
into  that  fulness  of  illustration  and  en- 
forcement found,  ordinarily,  only  in  tbe 
other.  It  Is  a  mixture  of  the  two ;  and  its 
divisions  have  been  appropriately  named 
cAa;itcrs,  rather  than  ducouTiet,  Wfaetber, 
generally  speaking,  this  mode  of  dealing 
with  Scripture  bs  a  happ^  one,  we  ihaU 
not  seek  to  determine.  It  involves,  douM- 
less,  both  difflcalties  and  dangers ;  but  in 
able  hands  it  is  capable — in  the  case  at 
least  of  such  a  history  «s  Nebemiah'i — of 
being  made  the  vehicle  of  much  interest- 
ing and  osefnl  discussion ;  and  Mr  Bitchie, 
in  our  opinion,  has  followed  ont  bis  plan 
with  success.  We  should  have  relished  * 
little  more  investigation  as  to  tbe  faeti  of 
the  history,  in  some  cases ;  for  that  would 
have  given  more  deflniteness  and  point  W 
the  practical  lessons  suggested,  and  would 
have  deepened  the  interest  of  the  whole 
discussion.  Bntthematerialsforhislorical 
research  in  this  case  are  few ;  and  snch 
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fflt  of    tba  ihield  ot  God's  wlntioa  Id  pnil,  md  H 
reued     BVdB  them  with  Btnngtb  tor  utive  duty." 

We  hare  laid  enongli  to  iufonn  odt 

n,  the  leaders  as  to  the  mumer  and  gpirit  of  Ibil 
ander  volume ;  in  order  to  anderstand  its  fulness, 
■'^"^  '  thej  most  pemie  it  for  themselres.  There 
;  'nO  is  one  omisiion  in  it,  which  we  reRrtl ; 
™'  °'  nsmely,  thit  Ihe  teit  of  ihe  book  of  »*- 
;  t"^  hemiah  is  not  niven  at  the  begiimiog  of 
ian  of  the  chapten.  Thig  can  b«  aapplied  by  th« 
^""■S  reader's  hnriog  the  Bible  before  him,  and 
e  Oo-  reading  the  passages  refencd  to  in  it-  Bat 
"°c[;  t)j[3  [g  QQ[  always  conrenieiit;  and  then 
:s  will  ij  ng  good  reason  why  it  Bhonld  be  neCM- 
great  t^„_  xhe  book,  we  may  add,  is  beanti- 
:ed  to,  fully  ^ot  up,  and  does  much  credit  to  the 
reach  publisher.  We  condnde  onr  notice  by 
iflions,  quotinrwhat  is  said  of  the  dedication  of 
'  n?»7  the  wall  of  Jernsalem  :— 
niah's  "  ^°  this  dedication,  it  was  d«a^ed  to  oFEsr 
thanks  to  Qod  for  the  completion  ol  a  good 
'''  work.     The  patriots  of  Israel  had  succeeded 

epara-  ^^  ^^  deareet  wishee  of  their  heart.  Th^ 
"01^  had  eiperiencedlhe  Divine  protflction  in  their 
ire  an  ■rduouB.underUkiag;  infv»of  aU  themochi- 
wbich  nations  aud  might  ot  their  foes,  the?  had 
>I1,  W«  reared,  their  city  wall  for  a  strong  defence, 
to  the  and  they  meet  to  giva  praise  to  God  for  His 
when  soTSreigQ.farour.  How  often  had  tbey  been 
reminded,  throughout  the  entei^riae  of  the 

— jt  of  that  inspired  song,  perhapecom- 

-  "■-* -~-       '  ''-cept  the  Lord 


tiuUdthi 


ise,  they  labour  in  Tun  that  build 

d  from  It:  except  the  Lard  keep  the  city,  the  walcfa- 

<Bon  to  mam  waketh  but  in  Tain  ['    The  feeblenees  of 

ywith-  tlieir  roBOuroes  for  the  diriae  work  under- 

alwaya  taken,  brought  tliem  to  relv  on  the  Lord  for 

but  hia  strength,  for  all  help  and  iJeesing ;  and  now, 

rard  to  when   He  hae  heard  their  prayers,  has  ao- 

:ime  ot  cepted  the  work  ot  their  hands,  has  crowned 

rinao-  their  enterprise  with  gloiious  succees,  tlksjr 

i  busde  assemble  on  the  soene  of   HU  mercies,   to 

t  duties  '  nraise  the  Lord  for  His  goodness,  and  Iq» 

kre  free  ma  wonderful  works  unto  the   children  of 

lavenly  men.'    It  was  a  giatefiU  service  of  song,  aui' 

'  trying  maled  and  eu-atained  by  this  spirit,  '  Kejoioe 

iled  by  in  the  Lord,  0  ye  ri^leoua :  for  piaise  is 

maybe  comely  ton  the  upright.     '  The  Lord  bringetli 

1  trials,  the  counsel  ot  the  heathen  to  nought :    He 

le  your  maketh   the  devices,  of  the  people  ot  nana 

luiatory  effect-'    '  Bleeaed  is  the  nation  whose  Ood  is 

iswei  la  the  Lord;    and  the  peoi^le  whom  Ho  hath 

related  chosen  tor  His  own  i^cntanoe.' 

nee  en-  '■  In  this  dedication,  it  ivas  further  intended 

loctrina  to  set  apart  the  holy  city  for  its  sacred  ends. 

temper  Its  wall,  its.temple,  its  Ivtejlings.  its  people, 

\he  per-  all  belonged  to  the  Loid,  who  had  placed  His 

e  to  the  nj^e  there,  and  they  are  hereby  all  eonse- 

cathing  crated  to  Hi»  service  and  honour.    It  was  not 

]m  thia  meant  in  this  to  sanctify  mere  material  things, 

lis  sup-  or  to  confer  on  them  moral  distinctions  ;  but 
'   i,  first  of  all,  thus  to  pledge  the 

0  the  Lord,  b 

in  Hud-  called  by  His  name,  (or  the  t 

touched  tor  which  He  bad  chosen  it.    In  this  manner, 

t  flee  to'  we  ought  to  remember,   that  the  seat  and 

distress,  source  of  all  consecration  is  the  llTing  heart, 

n  wth  olTeruig  itself  to  Ihe  love  of  God.     It  pts- 

I — ^APRIL  IMl.  N 
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ita  Dvm  Uioiights  or 

on  which  it  bows  tor  -wurHiiip,  una  (ucu  i« 
receive  bHck  s.  kiod  □(  sacred  impr^  fFom  ila 
own  Ee&l ;  but,  wborBver  it  bends  in  homagB 
0(  its  grcit  Father,  it  irnut  sBnotUr  its«lf 
through  oommunioa  with  His  Spiril,  HDd  hal- 
low the  place  b^  tliia  devoBon  of  the  houL 
The  Irue  worshipper  cannot  conseerale  the 
bouBD  or  Gcei>e  of  hifl  worabfp;  the  most  he 
enn  do,  and  this  is  everything,  is  to  eanctify 
himaelf  tor  mootliig  with  God,  prepare  his 
heart  (or  coming  near  the  Infinite 


np  h 


mind  to  the  i 
it  bi>e  been  a  Bethel  U 


spirit  and  is 


rulJi,  that  oonBecratee 

f  devotion  msy  be   some  loin 

mountain  side,  or  tbe  lowliest  dwelling  of  thi 

poor;  it  may  be  the  humblest  house  of 

or  the  splendid  cathedra!, 

devout  soul  Hijwrii 


Jithe 


.11  alike,  the 
QOfis  cmnmuDioQ  wJUt  Qod, 

^ fulfilled.—'  Where  two  or 

gatberod  hither  in  My  name,  there 


"  In  this  dedication,  ouoe  more,  It  was  desired 
to  invoke  the  Divine  hlessinK  and  guardian- 
ship on  the  city  of  Qod.  The  people  of  Ju- 
dah  convene,  to  offer  their  nnlted  prayer,  that 
the  Lord  migbt  dwell  In  Jenualem,  euoamp 
■round  it  becaose  of  the  enemy,  aad  make  its 
'  wallfl  ealvatian,  aod  its  gates  praise.'  This 
was  the  true  glory  of  tbs  ancient  Ziou  {  and 
this  oompassing  the  city  wall  with  soleiuu 
eieroisea  of  devotion,  was  just  a  living  illus- 
tration of  those  divine  words : — 'Walkabout 
Eion,  aRdgoronndaboather:  tell  the  towers 
thereof.  Mark  ye  wall  her  bulwarks,  consider 
her  palaOBi ;  that  ye  may  lell  it  to  the  genera- 
tion following.  For  th«  Qod  is  oui  God  for 
ever  and  ever !  He  will  be  our  guide  even 
unto  death.'  This  is  still  the  glory  of  the 
Cburch — the  gracious  presence  and  gnardian 
care  of  her  Divine  Head.  This  infnses  spiri- 
toal  life  into  all  her  members,  clothes  with 
powar  all  her  mlnistratiODs,  saves  her  from 
the  deadly  inflaence  of  the  world  around,  and 
rtves  saving  effect  to  her  holding  forth  the 
word  of  life  to  nnconyerted  men.  Great  care 
requires  to  be  exercised,  not  to  place  too  much 
reliance  on  the  Church's  connection  with 
earthly  powers,  on  the  talents  of  her  mini- 
sters, on  the  social  poeltion  ot  her  people,  on 
the  mere  numben  of  her  lencheis  of  youth, 
snd  her  agents  of  bonevolBnoe.  There  is  ab- 
solute necessi^  for  liaving,  above  all  these,  a 
faith  in  the  Divine  presence,  and  a  waiting 
tor  Qod  Himsell  to  ilU  His  Church  with  Eia 
own  Spirit.  '  And  the  name  of  the  city,  from 
that  day,  shall  be,  The  Lord  is  there.' 

VlUDlCiTION     OF     TBE     UmVEHaALriT    OP 

THE   Atohehbnt,     Id    Rcplj    to    the 
WorkofDcCaDdli«h.  Bj Jausb MoBi- 

Glaagoir ;  Wallace  and  Co.    IMl. 
DiFF&BUio  widely  as   we   do  fVoin  the 
leAdiojE  views  ndvocated  ia  this  hnnthj 


liatnphlet,  and  from  the  interpretation 
given  in  it  (o  alntost  every  Scripture  pas- 
sage adduced,  and  disliking  now  the  oro- 
caiar  airs,  and  then  the  tone  of  banter 
which  the  Bttthoi  too  often  assntnes,  we 
are  free  to  confesa,  that  throughout  all  hin 
pages  he  has  displayed  great  ifaeolopical 
ability,  and  still  greater  esegetical  skill, 
sabtlety,  and  force.  In  the  latter  qualities, 
he  will  itand  a  comparison  with  Dr  Cand- 
lish  himself.  Ur  Morison's  wit  and  sar- 
ca«in,  however,  are  decidedlj  blnnt  and 
harmless ;  and  he  should  at  once  ihrovr 
them  oQt  of  bis  controversial  armourr. 
"  Flonfibing,"  either  with  one's  own  or 
another  parson's  "  heifer,"  is  obsolete, 
both  in  onr  aericultnre  and  in  onr  satirical 
literature.  The  Bgure,  as  originaUy  em- 
ployed by  Samson,  bad  a  genuine  humour, 
which  told  pointedly  against  each  of  the 
three  parties  coacemad, — agaioEt  the  unfair 
riddlS'Teaders,  against  Samson's  Ireacber. 
ona  wife,  and  asainit  gulled  Samson  bim- 

■Blf. 


the  Bev.  J.  S.  WianLiw,  A.M.  Vols, 
I.  and  II.— Exposition  of  the  Book  of 
Proverbs. 

EdiDbnrgh;  A.  Fnllirton  and  Co.  18SI. 
TaBExarefewmen  who  have  left  a  deeper 
impress  of  tiieir  mind  ou  the  theological 
literature  of  Scotland  than  the  late  Dr 
Wardlaw,  Endowed  with  the  logical  fa- 
culty in  a  rare  and  wonderful  degree- 
equalled  only,  perhaps,  by  his  love  of  tntth 
— his  clearness  of  view,  and  his  eingnlsr 
precision  of  utterance,  to  which  may  be 
added  a  proround  veneration  for  the  sacred 
autboiily  of  Scripture,  he  never  failed  to 
throw  a  flood  of  light  upon  any  snbject 
to  which  he  direcl«l  his  attention.  No 
man,  accordingly,  was  surer  of  a  lespectfnl 
bearing  when  he  chose  to  speak ;  even  bts 
opponents  admittiitg  that  his  fairness,  cour- 
tesy, and  gentlemanly  bearing  in  malterB 
of  controversy,  were  beyond  all  praise.  On 
such  questions  as  infant  baptism,  the  per- 
manent obligation  of  the  Christian  Sabbalb, 
the  relation  of  the  civil  magistrate  to  leli- 

Eion,  etc.,  he  rendered  important  servire, 
aving  done  much  to  set  snch  questions  at 
rest  in  the  clear  light  of  Scripture  and  con- 
science. His  lectures  on  Systematic  The- 
ology, again— a  poathnmons  work,  pub- 
lished under  the  caia  of  the  Rev.  J.  I!. 
Campbell,  of  Bradford— have  made  the 
public  aware  of  his  matured  views  00  all 
the  great  doctrinal  points  embraced  in  the 
Christian  system.  The  two  volumes  which 
DOW  lie  before  us  are  the  commencement 
of  a  itlll  farther  issne  of  bit  posthuniDBs 
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■e  intended  to  be  more  of  a  preinne,  from  the  eiroamiUDce  tbU  the 
.  Tbi*  ii  a  gieacdeaidern-  aathor  bad  t^  t'tH'tuoe,  good  or  bad,  to 
.kn  with  the  Dane  of  Si  lund  atmoii  alone  in  the  field  of  diccBa- 
Wsrdlaw;  for,  alihoash  t^era  ia  geoerallj  Rion.  Hs  adToceted  the  reviivl  of  an 
iTerjdBcidedpraclkaTbearin^girentothe  ecctetiaiCical  office  for  which  apoiKdiC' 
ireatei  part  of  his  work*,  this  cannot  be  anthoritj,  along  with  precedenii  dating 
jtid  to  be  their  pervading  character.  In  back  to  tbe  Apoalolic  Church,  conld  ba 
the  present  wor^,  howeTer,  "Lectures  on  adduced,  and  for  which,  also,  many  oonai< 
the  Book  of  Proverbi."  the  diaeassiong  are  derations  connected  wkb  ihe  social  wania 
of  necessitr  practical  throughout;  and,  a*  of  modern  times  seemed  to  plead  power- 
inch,  can  be  highly  pecotnmended  to  the  fall;.  Would  not  the  simjdicitj  of  Pres- 
mui  or  readera,  in  oontradisbnciion  to  Ihe  bylerianiatn  be  improved  bj  another  class 
Boie  limited  clua  to  which  his  strictly  of  ofBee-bearers,  especially  since'this  addi- 
dc^^matie  works  more  immediately  address  tion,  ioetead  of  being  an  innoratlon,  wei 
themidTei.  Not  that  this  exposition  is  only*  restoration?  Shortly  after  the  pab^ 
simply  of  a  hortatory  character — for.onthe  lication  of  Dr  Lorimer'a  views,  the  new 
conlrary,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  elaho-  grade  of  fancLionaries  was  institnted  in  all 
nie  and  learned  eaegesis  pervading  it,  in  the  congregations  of  the  newly  formed  Free 
irhich  the  writerlayei^eloundationfochts  Cbnteh;  and  it  will  be  admitted  that  thev 
ippeals  to  the  heart  and  the  conscience, —  have  not  held  a  ainecnre,  bnt  Aal  the  work 
but  that,  diatinctively,  its  drift  is  prao-  which  they  have  performed,  whether  or  not 
tiul  tbroQghont,  and  admirably  fitted  to  the  same  as  that  required  from  Stephen 
lorairora  and  to  forearm  the  mind  in  iti  and  his  brethren,  is  at  least  both  important 
constant  exposure  to  those  manifold  tenp-  and  abundant.  It  may  be  doubted,  how- 
luions  with  which  the  wor]d  abounds,  ever,  if  tbia  highly  successful  experiment 
They  constitute,  indeed,  a  storehonse  of  ooncenting  the  deaconsbip,  on  the  part  of 
•isdom — an  armoury,  fh>m  which  those  the  Free  Church,  has  leaded  to  settle  those 
•bare  engaged  in  the  great  battle  of  life  .  questions  wbich  were  really  at  issue.  The 
aiy  bring  polished  weapons  of  celestial  new>offlcIalB  have  nnequivocally  rendered 
tenper  to  quench  the  Sery  darts  of  the  most  valuable  service  to  and  within  tbeir 
■iciLed  one.  They  are  more  tborosf^  and  Church;  bat  was  not  that  service  largely 
CDBsecDtive  as  an  exposition  than  the  work  ef  a  lemporaty  kind,  needed  on  acconnt  cif 
of  Araot,  and  much  more  subtle  and  con-  the  peouHarcircumatances  of  the  infant  yel 
rincing  to  the  nndOTstanding  and  con-  giant  Free  Church,  and  was  it  not  also 
stienee  than  that  of  Bridges;  and,  if  we  do  wholly  different  from  the  temporoty  duties 
Mt  greatly  mistake,  will  obtain  a  high  and  nndutaken,  in  a  special  emergency,  by  tbe 
permanent  place  in  Ae  praotioal  religions  apostolic  deacons  ?  The  mere  fact  of  e»i- 
liieTatnr*  of  our  country.  The  editor  has  nentsnccass  on  the  part  of  the  Free  Church 
performed  his  task,  so  far  as  cironmstances  deocoiw  does  not  Itgitimiie  them  as  the  snc- 
pnmit  ns  to  jnd^  iudiciously  and  well,  eessors  of  the  primitive  office-bearers  c^  the 
The  propriety  of  condensing  to  some  ex-  same  name;  nor  was  there  such  similarity 
lent  a  series  of  lectures  on  such  a  book  as  in  their  respective  duties  as  to  callapon 
ibit  of  the  Proverbs,  where  the  same  sen-  the  former  to  adopt  that  name.  In  short, 
liment  so  repeatedly  occnrs,  roust  be  obvi-  whatever  difficulties  might  have  been  pre- 
oiu  to  all.  The  repetition  might  not  be  vionsl^  entertained  regarding  the  proposal 
fell  in  the  delivery  of  the  lectures  to  a  coTi-  to  levire  the  lapsed  office,  were  neilher  re- 
pegition — thointervakthateUpsedtaking  moved  nor  modified  by  the  Free  Church 
off,  m  tome  degree,  this  sense  of  iteration ;  experiment.  It  was  stiil  open  for  debate, 
tm  when  they  come  to  be  collected  for  pub-  whether  the  apostolic  institution  of  deacons 
llcaiion  it  is  totally  different.  Should  the  waanotdesignedandfittedlobepurely  tem- 
reinaining  volumes  of  tbia  issue  be  at  oil  poraiy— nnexpedientformeetingapeculiar 
eqaoi  to  the  two  first,  we  can  have  no  heei-  and  passing  slate  of  things  in  the  Church, 
tsiion  in  predicting  for  them  a  cordial  wcl-  Tb^  discovery,  not  of  an  identical,  bat  of 
CMne  and  »  widely  extended  sale.  an  analogous  condition,  in  any  particular 

after  period,  might  sngaest  a  jecmrenc*  to 

■p      ^                           ~_     ^           .v.    nm  that  expedient;  yet  ril  this  is  widely  dif- 

TwDBAO0»Mi»:«T««tiMcntheOfflce  f„g„^  ^^^   the  authoritative   and'pcr- 

of  Deacon  m  general,  and  .n  the  Frw  ^^^^^^  appointment  of  a  disUnct  cUss  of 

Ch««Si  m  P«™="'"!;    »y,'':«^?"-  ■^-  office-bearers  to  be  contemporary  with 

C.  LoBiMEB,  D.D,    Second  Edition.  ruling  elders. 

OiujowindLocdoa;  w.  R.  M'Pbon.    l»«i.  In  Improving  and  extending  his  treatise, 

'Cflis  ig  an  amended  and  enlarged  edition  Dr  I/orimcr  has  taken  a  minnte  survey  of 

ofa  work  which  appeared  about  twenty  thewideand crowded fieldoflabourwithin 

reurtago,  and  speedily' obtained  the  repute  which  each  congregation  may  have  a  staff 

of  a  iiandard  performance — not  sl)ttle,we  of  non- spiritual  officials  most  ben  eficially 


,  ^.oo^Ic 
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em^do^d.  Hs  showi  what  a  vast  uid  Ta> 
ri«d  amount  of  good  thoie  fnnctionarieB 
aiftht  do  to  the  poor — both  the  CbiUtian 
and  the  general  poor — though  legislation  bj 
the  State  has  inUrrened  to  prevent  che<full 
development  of  the  denconB'  aasiBtance; 
and  he  ia  rer;  eager  to  point  ont  that  mode 
and  range  of  action  which  the  poor-rate 
collector  cannot  meddle  with.  DescooB 
maj  exert  themseWes  to  keep  ojf  the  ap' 

E roach  of  poverty  by  inoculating  the  la- 
ooring  population  witb  economicat  habits, 
and  1>y  promoting  the  egtabliebment  of 
irisndt;  societies  and  savings  banlu;  and 
iritbin  such  a  Bphere  the  ^enta  of  a  poor- 
law  never  appear.  Deacons  can  aleo,  he 
•rgua,  take  n  prominent  part  in  tbe  ad- 
vancement of  social  reforms,  coming  for- 
ward to  repress  intemperance  and  vice,  and 
to  spread  the  bleaaings  of  edacation.  He 
would  also  speciallj  charge  them  witli  the 
duty  of  providing  for  tbe  support  of  a 
Goapel  ministij  at  home  and  of  missions 
abroad.  Thej  ore  called  apon  to  collect 
the  Bums  for  both,  and  to  ply  all  avail- 
able means  for  moving  the  congregation  to 
be  systematically  and  conscieotionsly  libe- 
ral. Donbtless,  the  eccleaiascico-secular 
scope  for  doing  good  is  now  remarkably 
ample;  but  the  author  has  not,  in  our 
opioion,  conclusivelj  proved  either  that 
there  are  scriptural  regulations  for  a  dis- 
tinct class  of  cburch-officera,  with  tbe  name 
of  "  deacons,"  to  nndenake  it,  or  that  the 
manifold  work  belonging  to  it  can  be  bj 
that,  or  any  particular  class  of  cburch- 
officera,  most  effectively  performed.  The 
doctor  seems  to  have  a  theory  underlying 
all  his  views  and  reasonings,  vii.,  that 
there  should  tie  a  Church  or 


ecclesiastical  machinery,  for  discharging 
everydutywhich  can  possibly  devolve  upon 
Christian  citizens.  Wa  are  afraid  that  a 
high  standard  of  efficiency  in  onr  elder- 
ship has  not  yet  been  reached,  and  tbU 
efforts  to  organize  a  new  class  of  office- 
hearers,  and  to  develop  all  their  capa- 
bilities for  service,  would  tend  to  interfere 
with  the  progress  now  being  made  by  j 
the  pureW-  spiritnal  functionoriea.  In- 
deed, Dr  Lorimer's  representations  of  the 
sphere  to  be  occupied  hy  the  former  are  far  I 
more  imposing  end  attractive  than  onr 
common  ideas  of  the  sphere  of  the  latter. 
We  can,  however,  cordially  recommend 
the  volume,  as  very  able,  and  eminently 
suggestive. 

The  Sabbatb  Scdolab's  Hthit  Book. 
Tug  SABHATa  School  Hthh  and  Tuhe 

Book  ik  the  Sol-Pa  Notation. 
The  Sabhath  School  Htmh  awb  Tcbe     i 

Book  in  tbb  Eetablishbd  Kotatioii.     | 

Tbebb  little  books  contain  a  sufBcientJy  | 
extensive,  and  an  exceedingly  suitable 
collection  of  hymna  for  the  use  of  Sabbath 
schools  and yoQQgpeoplein  general.  Thev 
have  all  the  best  of  tbe  old  favourites  with 
some  less  commonly  known,  though  not 
less  appropriate.  The  music  to  which  the 
hymns  are  set  in  the  two  last  ia  both  simple 
and  expressive,  and  tbe  mode  in  which  it 
is  harmonized  deserves  a pecial  commenda- 
tion. Altogether,  these  hook^  are  the  ben 
of  their  class  tba^  we  have  seen;  and  we  . 
can  cordially  recommend  them  to  tbe 
notice  of  Sab  bath -school  teachers. 


EBliginiis  ^utilltgran.— /nrttp. 


'  FRXACHIHO  TO  THI  COPTB  IS  BQIPT. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a  letter' 
'  recently  received  from  the  Rev.  John 
Hogg,  Alexandria,  at  present  in  connection 
with  the  American  Missions  in  Egypt : — 

He  aaya ;  " .  .  .  We  are  hopeful  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Copts  in 
Egypt  will  be  aroused  from  the  sleep  of 
centuries.  During  these  last  three  months 
11,000  piastres'  worth  of  Scriptures  have 
been  disposed  of  among  the  Copts  residing 
in  the  villages  of  the  Nile  valley  in  Upper 
Egvpt;  and  as  these  were  sold  generally  at 
their  ftill  price,  and  bought  by  men  who 
have  to  wo  A  hard  10  v>  Ltheir  daily  bread, 


we  trust  they  will  be  read,  and  that  the 
reading  of  them  will  be  blessed  to  many. 
We  honghi  a  Nile-boat  (Ibis)  for  the  ser- 
vice of  our  misaion,  and  as  most  of  tbe 
villages  especially  of  Upper  Egypt  lie  on 
the  river,  or  at  a  very  short  distance  from 
it,  the  Ibia  is  as  an  omnibus  which  can 
take  us  and  onr  books  to  the  door  of  almost 
every  bat  in  Upper  Egypt,  The  Bev.  Mr 
U'Cayson  made  the  ^rst  trip  in  his,  and 
took,  witb  him  fonr  natives,  three  of  whom 
he  left  behind,— one  at  Luxor  (Iliebes), 
where  he  has  now  a  school  attended  by 
45  Coptic  boys,  and  tbe  other  two  at  Oitfld 
a  large  town  about  200  miles  south  of 
Curo.      At  the  latter  place  tbe  Coptic. 
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BUhop  U  hindering  our  work,  by  threaten' 
ing  to  excommaaicate  the  children  who 
come  to  our  school. 

The  Rbt.  Mr  Lansing,  irho  made  the 
iecoad  trip  in  the  Ibis|  toot  witb  him  s 
fresh  BDpplj  of  Scriptures,  etc.,  and  two 
other  native  assistants.  He  is  at  preBcnt 
atLaxor,  and  what  do  yoa  think  he  does 
on  Sabbath?  The  bishop  (Coptic  of 
cDDree)  aeems  anxious  to  curry  faToarmth 
va  at  Luxor,  doubtless  for  some  selfish 
moliTe.  TraTellers  are  chiefly  English  or 
American,  and  thej  remain  generally  about 
a  fortnight  at  Luxor,  to  his  profit.  Mr 
Lansing  has  set  his  sails  to  catch  as  mnch 
of  the  breeze  as  possible,  while  it  blows 
favourable  ;  a»d  not  only  has  he  got  per- 
tnission  to  have  a  school  established  at 
Luxor,  bnt  it  is  held  in  the  Coptic  church, 
until  a  large  enough  house  is  bailt ;  and 
tbe  new  school  is  being  bniltby  the  bishop, 
■iih  our  help,  aud  nnder  Mr  Lansing's 
laperiutendence. 

The  first  Babbath  he  spent  there,  he 
Ulended  the  Coptic  service  in  the  church, 
io  the  morning.  The  bishop  invited  hira 
M  a  seat  close  by  the  pulptt,  and  when  he 
lad  done  reciting  the  prayers,  he  asked  Ur 
L  to  read  them  the  lesson  for  the  day, 
from  the  Gospel— in  Arabic.  After  doing 
10,  he  asked  hiiti  to  give  the  people  a  word 
of  exhortation,  and  Mr  L.,  who  had  half 
Expected  that  tbis  would  be  the  case,  and 
had  acquainted  himself  with  the  lesson  for 
the  day,  and  prepared  himself  on  it,  rose, 
•nd  preached  them  a  powerful  discourse — 
this  lo  an  audience  of  150  adults,  males  and 
females.  Next  Sabbath  he  did  the  same 
ilEsneh,  a  town  a  few  hours  farther  up 
the  river,  to  an  audience  of  300  of  the  most 
intelligent-looking  men,  he  says,  that  ha 
has  seen  in  Arabdom.    This  was  in  the 


morning,  and  he  got  the  bishop  to  allow 
him  to  conduct  a  separate  service  in  ^e 
afternoon  in  the  church,  a  la  Proittlant, 
and  that  upwards  of  100  men  were  present. 
Mr  Lansing  preaches  with  great  power, 
and  we  trust  that  his  labonrs  there  are  thq 
beginning  ofa  great  work.  It  is  certainly 
a  new  thing  in  the  East  for  a  Protestant 
to  be  preaching  in  a  Coptic  church,  and 
praying,  not  in  an  unknown  tODgue,bntin 
the  vernacular  of  the  people,  and  in  snch 
a  way  as  to  make  them  feel  that  religion  is 
not  a  thing  of  cold  form,  but  a  heart  ser- 

As  regards  our  work  in  Alexandria,  we 
have'  had  two  services  in  Arabic  every 
Sabbath,  attended  by  10  to  12  adults,  and 
40  boys  and  girls  of  an  average.  Our  prin- 
cipal woikhitberto  has  been  in  oar  schools  ■ 
latterly,  however,  I  have  fitted  up  the  girls 
school  for  a  reading-room,  and  opened  it 
eveiy  evening.  I  think  this  may  pro- 
bably, with  God's  blessing,  ha  the  means  of 
bringing  me  into  contact  with  a  nnmbec  of 
young  men  whom  I  could  not  hope  to  reach 
in  any  other  way.  We  close  every  meet- 
ing with  prayer,  besides  having  one  night 
(Tbnrsday)  specially  devoted  to  prayer. 
This  I  only  began  a  fortnight  ^o,  and  our 
nightly  attendance  hitherto  has  been  8  to 
16.  We  observed  the  second  week  of  the 
year  as  requested  by  the  Evangelical 
Alliance ;  the  attendance  at  out  nightly 
meeting  was  16,  all  natives  or  Syrians. 
Our  schools  have  nearly  doubled  in  attend- 
ance during  the  past  year.  The  number 
at  present  on  the  rolls  is — girls' school,  106; 
hoys,  B5.  The  larger  half  of  the  girls  are 
Jewesses  ;  19  of  the  boys  are  Moslims. 
All  this  is  very  cheering.  Brother,  pray  for 
as.  John  Hoao.   - 


SntFlligtmi.— ^uitfit  ^reHh^tirka  .(0liiirtl[. 


PEBBBTTEKUL 

Arbroath. — This  presbytery  met  at  Bre- 
chin on  ith  February — the  Rev.  Alexander 
Anderson,  moderator.  The  committee  ap- 
poinledto  prepare  a  plan  for  presbyterial 
visiialion  presented  their  report,  and  the 
same  being  generally  approved  of,  (he  com- 
mittee were  re-appointed,  with  iostmctions 
W  get  the  report  printed  and  prepared  for 
cirealation  by  next  meeting  of  presbytery. 
Appointed  Mr  Millar  to  dispense  the  ordi- 


the  Sih  Sabbath  of  March.   The  committee 


appointed  to  prepare  a  tribute  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  late  Rev.  Mr  Rankine,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  whicll  was  ap- 
proved of,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  in 
the  minutes  : — "  The  presbytery  desire  to 
express  their  sense  of  the  loss  sustained  by 
them,  in  the  removal  by  death,  of  the  Kev. 
William  Thomson  Rankine,  pastor  of  Mai- 
son  Dien  Lane  congregation,  Brechin,  and 
to  bear  their  testimony  to  the  ability  and 
faithfulness  with  which  he  discharged  his 
ministerial  duties ;  to  the  interest  he  took 
in  the  business  of  the  charcb ;  his  brotherly- 
kindness,  his  generous  hospitality,  and  the 
remarkable  patience  and  resignation  dig- 


108 

plafed  by  him  during  tfae  long  and  seTere 
illness  witb  which  G(^  waa  pleued  to  Tisit 
him.  The  preBbjler;  would  aiio  desire  to 
express  their  sincere  Bvmpathy  for  bis  be- 
reaved partner  in  life,  and  her  fatherless 
children,  and  woald  pray  Ood  lu  sustain, 
comfort,  coansel,  and  bless  tbem,  as  the 
Father  of  the  fatherless  aod  Husband  of 
the  widow."  Appointed  nest  meeting  to 
be  held  at  Arbroath,  on  Tuesday  after  Ihe 
second  Sabbath  of  Mavcb. — The  presbyter; 
met  again  at  Arbroaih  on  the  12th  inst. — 
the  Rov,  Alexander  Anderson,  moderator. 
Bead  papers  on  the  subject  of  home  evan- 
Kelisation,  when,  after  discussion,  Messrs 
Davidson,  Campbell,  and  Millar,  were  ap- 
pointed a  /committee  to  receive  applica- 
tions from  any  of  the  brethren  wbo  may 
desire  the' assistance  of  depntalians  from 
the  Home  Miagian  Committee,  to  engage  in 
the  work  in  their  localities,  and  to  forward 
Ibe  same  to  the  Home  Mission  Secretary. 
Mr  Millar,  convener,  entered  on  the  con- 
■ideration  of  the  Synod's  remit  respecting 
the  formation  of  Provincial  Synods  in  the 
Church,  when  it  was  agreed,  that,  as  the 
qnesiion  anent  the  .propriety  of  having  a 
General  Assembly  now  lies  on  the  table  of 
the  Synod,  and  involves  the  scheme  of 
Provincisl  Synods,  the  presbytery  delay 
consideration  of  the  sabjecl:  in  the  mean- 
time. Took  up  the  remit  on  the  mode  of 
electing  members  of  the  Mission  Board  ; 
but,  as  no  copy  of  the  overture  on  this  sub- 
ject had  been  transmitted  to  the  presby- 
tery, agreed  to  allow  the  matter  to  drop. 
Appointed  Messrs  Swan  and  Johnston 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Bills  and 
Overtures  at  the  ensuing  meeting  of  Synod. 
Next  meeting  of  presbytery  to  ba  held  at 
Brechin,  on  16th  April. 

JSanfsAiVe.  —  This  presbytery  met  at 
Aberchirder  on  5th  March— Mr  Baxter,  of 
Banff,  moderator.  The  term  of  the  cur- 
rent moderatorship  being  expired,  Mr 
Forrestbr,  of  Keith,  was  elected  to  that 
office.  A  certificate  wns  submitted  trans- 
fening  Mr  George  Main  from  the  Pres- 
byter? of  Elgin  and  Inverness  to  that  of 
Banffshire.  The  students  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  presbytery  having 
appeared  for  examination,  it  was  agreed 
that  this  matter  take  precedence  of  other 
business.  Mr  Dunlop  delivered  a  popular 
discourse  on  Matt.  xvi.  8,  and  Mr  Main 
read  an  exercise  in  addition,  both  of  which 
exhibitions  were  cordially  sustained.  Mr 
Forrester  then  proceeded  with  the  exami- 
1   Hebrew,   Mr    Meiklehi 


which  the  presbytery  was  satisfied.  The 
convener  of  the  committee  uf  the  Port- 
Bockis  and  Findacfaty  station  delivered  a 
Terbal  report  of  the  execution  of  their  du- 
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ties,  from  which  it  appeared  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  members  already  received,  three 
applicants  at  Findachiy  bad  been  admitted 
by  Mr  Barras,  and  thirteen  at  Portnockie 
by  Mr  Baxter,  The  entire  list  of  member- 
ship being  laid  on  the  table,  was  adopted 
as  a  presbyterial  document.  Commis- 
sioners appeared  from  the  said  station, 
and  communicated  h  verbal  petition  that 
the  presbytery  take  the  earliest  measures 
for  putting  them  into  a  congregated 
state.  This  object  was  taken  into  eoli- 
sideration;  and,  after  soma  delibera- 
tion, it  was  unanimously  agreed,  "that 
the  members  received  into  fellowship  st 
these  ploces  be  declared  a  connregation  in 
connection  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  be  named  the  Portnockie  and 
Ficdachty  Congregation,  which  is  hereby 
done  accordingly."  Mr  Barras,  of  Buckie, 
was  appointed  moderator  to  the  newly 
erected  congregation,  and  was  deputed  lo 
see  after  its  complete  formation,  by  pro- 
moting the  election  of  office-bearers,  and 
to  superintend  its  general  interests.  The 
next  meeting  was  appointed  to  take  plsce 
at  Garilenston,  on  16th  April. 

Stncid:. — This  presbytery  met  at  Cold- 
stream, on  (be  £8th  of  February,  on  occa- 
sion of  the  funeral  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Thom- 
son— the  llev.  Dr  CainiB,* moderator.  It 
having  pleased  God,  in  His  providence,  to 
remove  by  death  the  Kev.  Adsm  Thornton, 
D.D.,  senior  minister  of  the  West  Church, 
Coldstream,  on  the  23d  of  February,  in  the 
6!d  year  of  his  age,  and  the  a5th  of  bis 
ministry,  bis  name  was  taken  from  the  roll 
of  presbytery.  The  Rev.  James  Porteons, 
now  father  of  the  presbyteiy,  was  appoint- 
ed to  conduct  the  devotional  part  of  the 
funeral  services  in  the  church,  and  the  Bev. 
James  Stark  to  deliver  the  address.  Il  was 
arranged  that  the  Rev.  P.  Meams,  and  the 
Rev.  A.  Jack,  of  Dunbar,  should  preach 
funeral  discourses  in  the  West  Church, 
Coldstreahi,  on  the  followiflg  Sobbalb. 
The  Rev.  Messrs  Renlon  and  Coims,  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Kelso,  the  Rev.  A.  Bo- 
bertaon,  from  the  Presbytery  of  Melrose, 
and  the  Rev.  A.  Jack,  from  the  Presbytery 
of  Edinburgh,  were  present,  and  invited  to 
correspond. — The  presbytery  again  met  on 
the  19tb  of  March— the  Kev.  Dr  Cainit, 
moderator.  The  Rev.  David  Groom,  from 
Edinburgh,  being  present,  was  invited  lo 
correspond.  '  The  Rev.  P.  Mearns,  as  con- 
vener of  the  Committee  on  Statistics,  gave 
in  the  report,  which  was  approved  of.  The 
abstract  was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to 
theHomeSeoretary.  Mr  Thomas  Weather- 
stone,  student  of  the  fourth  year,  delivered 
alectoroon  Kom.  viii.  1-4,  which  wos  sob- 
tained.  The  Kev,  Messrs  Glover  and 
Scott,  with  Mr  William  Hardy,  elder,  were 
spfointad  members  of  the  Synod's  Com- 
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inittM  on  Bill  ksd  Orertiirel  for  thi*  vear, 
Next  meeting  of  presbyter;  WM  ■ppolnted 
for  Tuosdaj,  the  Mh  of  Jane.    Mr  Jamea 

Holiiiea,8ludentor(lietbirdyeu',ivulruia- 
I'erred  from  (he  Presbytery  of  Paialef  &nd 
Greenoek.  The  Rev.  Melsr*  Honler,  An- 
deraon,  »ita  James  Ker,  were  appointed 
conveners  of  the  three  districts  for  Home 
£'an|;elistic  work.  The  consideration  of 
the  genera!  subject  of  sach  work  was  ad- 
jftDmed  till  next  meeting. 
i  Dum/riet. — A  pro  retuUa  meeting  of  this 

prasbjtery  wQg  held  on  13th  Febraary — 
Kei.  James  Jenkins,  Castle-Donglas,  mo- 
derator. Commissioners  appeared  from 
tbe  Presbytery  of  Qlragow,  and  laid  ■  call 
on  the  table  from  the  congretcation  of  Pul- 
loclkBhaws,  addressed  to  the  Iter.  Hatcbew 
Crawford,  Sonqahnr.  Agreed,  that  all 
parties  intetesled  be  summoned  to  appear 
.  far  their  interest  at  next  meeting,  to  be 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March. — 
This  presbytery  again  met  on  9th  March, 
and  took  up  the  call  from  Polloekshaws. 
After  commies  loners  were  heard  from  the 
congregations  of  Sanquhar  and  Follock- 
ih&ws,  Mr  Crawford  felt  it  his  duty  re- 
ipectfally  to  decline  said  call,  which  wot 
(B  aside  accordingly,  After  reasoning, 
ibe  remit  anent  provindal  Synods  was  dis- 
approved by  a  large  majority.  It  was 
agreed  to  consider,  at  next  meeting,  whether 
the  presbytery  should  overture  the  Synod' 
to  tlie  effect,  thai  the  Synod,  at  ica  meet- 
ings, give  precedence  to  all  cases  of  reCer- 
ence,  appeal,  or  overtore,  coming  from 
I  seBSions  or  presbyteries,  over  all  other 
bmineis.  Annual  statistics  to  be  returned 
I  10  the  clerk  aa  soon  as  possible.  Next 
meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Dumfries,  on  the 
firtt  Wednesday  of  April. 
I  Datda.— This  presbytery  met  on  the  8th 

i        March— the  Bev.  Dr  M'Qavin,  madera- 
I        lor.  CertiScates  were  read  from  Professors 
Harper  and  M'Michael  in  behalf  of  Mr 
j        fiobert  Gray,  student  of  the  fifth  year,  who 
(        had  attended  the  Hatl  the  rcgnler  time.  A 
I        docament  was  read  from  the  Home  tieere- 
I        tiry  anent  Home  Operations,  which  was 
!        handed  over  to  the  convener  of  the  com- 
[        mlttee  of  presbytery  on  Homo  Evangeliia- 
I        tion.     The   convener  of  said  conmiltee 
1        (the  Ker.  John  C.  Baxter)  reported  Chat 
the  Butterbum,  Dundee,  had  been  selected 
saadijtrict  formiaaionary operations.     In 
it  a  hall  had  been  rented,  and  opened  on 
Ihs  Sabbath  evenings  for  public  worship, 
and  on  the   Wednesday  eveninp  for  a 
prayer  meeting.   The  preafaytery  expressed 
satisruclion  with  the  report,  and  agreed  to 
apply  for  a  missionBTy  to  labour  re^rularly 
in  this  part  of  Dundee.    The  presbytery 
I  alto  focvarded  a  memorial  to  the  Home 

I  Mission  Board,  requesting  aid  in  the  carry- 

I  ing  on  of  this  movement.    The  Bev.  John 


oftheirstatistic  schedule.  Thosewho 
had  not,  were  instructed  to  do  so  by  the 
I5th  of  March.  This  presbytery  meets  in 
BundeeonTuesday,  the  23d  of  April. 

Dun/trmllna, — This  presbytery  met  on 
Deeeniber  18,  I860 — tbe  Rev.  Mr  Graham, 
moderator,  when  Mr  Alexander  Law,  who 
was  taken  on  trial  for  license  at  the  pre- 
ceding meeting,  bBviag  paased  all.  the  pre- 
acribed  parts  of  tnal  to  the  suisfaclion  of 
the  presbytery,  was  licensed  to  preaeb  the 
QospeL  On  inquiry,  in  reference  to  the 
annua!  contribution  to  the  Synod's  Qeneral 
Fund,  dne  by  eoncrtgatlons  in  the  month 
of  October,  found  thai  it  has  been  made  by 
all  the  congregations  of  the  presbyteiy 
whose  ministers  or  elders  were  now  pre- 
sent.— The  presbytery  met  aoain  on  the 
I9lh  February  186I^Mr  Graham,  mode- 
rator, when,  inter  aha,  %  letter  was  read 
from  Dr  Somerville,  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Miisions,  stating,  that 
some  time  ago  tbe  Committee  received  a 
petition  &om  South  Aasttslia,  earnestly 
requesting  them  to  send  ont  a  missionary  i 
that  in  letters  which  accompanied  tbe  pe- 
tition from  the  Rev.  Messra  Lyle  and 
Davidson,  the  name  of  Mr  Alexander 
Iiaw,  missionary  in  conneclioii  with  Hr 
M'Dowall's  congr«gBtioD,  Alloa,  was  men- 
tioned, aa,  in  their  opinion,  a  suitable  per- 
son for  the  work :  that  the  Committee 
have  corresponded  with  Mr  Law ;  and  at 
their  meeting  on  the  4th  instant,  agreed  to 
accept  him,  wid  to  send  him  oat  to  that 
field :  and,  farther,  they  also  agreed  to  re- 
quest the  Presbytery  of  Dnnfermline,  if 
satisfied  nith  Mr  Law,  to  ordain  him  as  a 
missionary  for  South  Anttralia.  The  preB< 
bytery  agreed  to  comply  with  the  teqaetl 
of  the  Committee ;  and  having  at  last 
meeting  received,  approved,  and  sustained 
all  Mr  Law's  trials  for  license,  agreed  to 
proceed  to  his  ordination  without  jrat^ect- 
ing  him  to  any  further  trials,  and  appointed 
it  to  take  place  in  Mr  H'DoTraH's  church, 
Alloa,  on  the  evening  of  the  UHi  of  April : 
Mr  Jarvia  to  preach,  Mr  M'DowrU  and 
Mr  Young  to  address  Iha  missionary  and 
the  congregation ;  the  services  to  com- 
mence at  half-past  six  ;  and  intimation,  in 
Ibe  form  of  edict,  to  be  made  to  the  con- 
pregation  on  the  two  preceding  Sabbaths. 
The  presbytery  again  had  andet  conside- 
ration the  subject  of  Home  Evangeliaation 
brought  before  them  by  a  report  of  their 
committee  on  the  snbject,  by  an  addres* 
by  one  of  the  elders,  and  by  a  priniad  cir- 
cular from  the  Home  Secretary,  of  date 
afilh  January,  reqnesling  information  from 
presbyteries  on  certain  specified  particu- 
lars. After  some  deliberation,  the  presby- 
tery agreed  to  adopt  the  measure  of  visit- 
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isgion  ieTeral  places  and  villaiieB 
witbia  ihe  boands  of  the  presbyter7,  in- 
habited bj  miners  and  others,  numbers  of 
whom,  i[  ra  well  known,  are  living  in  the 
Delect  of  pnblic  ordinances.  According 
to  the  following  plan  : — that  a  minister, 
BCcompiiiied  by  an  elder,  shall  visit  ibe 
people  in  ibeir  houseB  on  two  days  every 
week,  and  preacb  to  them,  or  address  them, 
□a  the  evenlDgs  of  these  days,  in  soma 
house,  or  tn  the  open  air,  as  may  be  fonnd 
moat  suitable ;  and  that  this  shall  be  done 
in  the  aame  place  for  four  weeks  in  sncoes- 
sion — to  begin  in  the  village  of  Halbeath 
in  the  course  of  next  month :  that  the 
presbytery  shall  cart}'  into  effect  ibis  ar- 
rangement by  their  own  aembers,  and  pro- 
Tide  for  any  expeoBe  that  may  be  incnr- 
red.  The  clerk  was  instmcted  to  commu- 
nicate the  plan  of  procedure  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  in  answer  to  his  circular,  and 
to  state  to  him,  that  none  of  the  members 
will  have  it  in  their  power  to  give  their 
services  to  such  work  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  presbytery.  On  the  subject  of  Pro- 
TiDcial  Synods,  remitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  presbyteries ;  the  presbytery  agreed 
to-Teport  it  as  their  opinion,  tliat  the  pro- 
posed measure  is  unnecessaiy.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  remit  on  the  mode  of  electing 
members  to  the  Mission  Board,  the  pres- 
bytery found  that  they  could  not  proceed 
with  the  consideration  of  that  subject,  as 
Aej  had  not  been  furnished  with  the  ne- 
cessary papers.  The  students,  Messrs  Ba- 
Tidson,  Howieson,  and  Bobeitson,  gave 
each  a  discourse,  which  was  sustained,  and 
they  were  enconraged  to  prosecute. their 
studies.  Inquired  whether  the  collection 
ordered  by  the  Synod  to  be  made  in  the 
coarse  of  this  month,  for  the  Better  Support 
of  the  Gospel  Ministry,  had  yet  been  made, 
and  found  that  it  has  been  made  by  several 
of  the  congregations,  and  is  to  be  made  by 
the  others  in  due  time.  Sext  meeting  of 
presbytery  to  be  in  Alloa,  in  the  session' 
house  of  Mr  M'Dowall's  church,  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  34th  of  April. 
.  Glaegow.~Tbe  ordinary  monthly 
ing  of  this  presbytery  was  held  in  Grey- 
friars'  United  Presbyterian  Church,  or 
ISth  March— the  Bev.Mr  Beckett,  mo- 
derator.  An  extract  from  a  minute  of  the 
Kilmarnock  Presbytery  was  read,  inl 
ing  that  the  Bev.  Mr  Robertson,  of  Irvine, 
had  declined  the  call  to  Regent  Place 
Church,  and  (he  call  was  set  aside.  Mr 
Burgees  intimated  that  Mr  Crawford,  of 
Banqnhar,  had  declined  the  call  to  Pollock- 
sbaws  Church,  and  tbe  call  was  also  set 
aside.  The  committee  nppointed  at  last 
meeting  to  confer  as  to  tbe  amount  of  the 
stipend  with  tbe  congregation  of  Spring- 
barn  Churcli,  reported  that  the  coagrega- 
lionhaditated  that  they  could  not  increase 


the  salary  tn  L.ISO  st  present ;  bat  that, 
if  the  presbytery  would  grant  L.30  this 
year,  the  congregation  would  not  require 

disposed  to  make  any  recommendation  to 
the  presbytery,  based  on  the  resolution  of 
the  congregation.  The  liev.  Dr  Johnston 
reported  that  tbe  congregation  of  Bpring- 
bnrn  had  made  a  unanimous  call  to  the 
Hev.  James  Johnston  of  West  J.iuton. 
The  call  was  sustained  end  concurred  in, 
and  reasonii  for  the  translation  were  or- 
dered to  be  forwarded  to  the  Fresbyterj 
ofEdinbargh.  The  presbytery  proceeded 
to  hear  the  reasons  for,  and  answers 
against,  the  translation  of  the  Bev.  I>r 
Jeffi'ey  of  Caledonian  Road  Church  to  Al- 
bion Chapel,  London,  and  the  commis- 
sioners from  the  two  congregations  in 
support  of  (he  same  respectively.  The 
Rev.  Dr  Edmond,  of  Islington,  and  Mr 
Bruce,  represented  the  congregation  of  the 
Albion  Chapel,  London  ;  and  the  Uev.  Mr 
M'Ewen  and  Mr  Robertson  represenled 
the  Caledonian  Road  Cbnrch.  The  Rev. 
Dr  Edmond  supported  the  call.  MrBmce 
was  next  heard  on  the  same  side.  The 
Rev.  Mr  M'Ewen,  as  representing  the  Cale- 
donian Road  congregation,  was  thereafter 
heard  against  the  translation  of  Dr  Jeffrey. 
Mr  Robertson  was  also  heard  aj>ainst  Ihe 
translation.  The  moderator  invited  Dr 
Jeffrey  to  declare  his  decision  in  reference 
to  the  call.  Dr  Jeffrey  said  ;  Tonardsthe 
close  of  last  week  I  wrote  to  tbe  commis- 
sioners Trom  London  in  this  case,  intimat- 

of  presbytery  to  decline,  as  1  hereby  now  du 
formally  decline,  the  call  addressed  lo  me 
by  the  Albion  congregation.  In  announc- 
ing this  declinature,  permit  me  the  oppor- 
tunity of  an  explanatory  statement.  I 
wish  it  to  he  understood  that  I  neiiher 
courted  nor  coveted  this  call.  Contrary, 
however,  to  my  expectation  and  wish,  I 
was  chosen  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
people  to  be  their  minister.  The  fact  that 
Ihe  call  was  unsought  and  undesiret),  so  far 
from  Etandtng  forth  as  a  reason  for  its  being 
lightly  set  aside,  only  seemed  to  me  an 
ailment  far  its  more  thoughtful  considera- 
tion. The  Albion  Church  is  a  very  invit- 
ing iield  of  labour,  sa  being  the  only  Pres- 
byterian congregation  in  the  "City"  of 
Loudon.  Surrounded  by  a  dense  popula- 
tion, and  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of 
multitudes  of  young  men  who  have  been 
drafted  in  from  the  country,  many  of  them 
from  Scotland  and  from  our  own  Church, 
it  seemed  to  promise  abundant  rrnit.  as  the 
reward  of  ministerial  exertion.  So  de- 
cided is  my  opinion  that  Albion  Church 
waits  only  the  voice  of  a  minister  who, 

toBSessing  an  ordinary  measure  of  popu- 
irity  and  pulpit  talent,  has  his  heart  in 
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bli  vark,  to  awake  uid  put  on  her  itrength  for    congregatlonnl    pnTjiOMS,    including 

u  in  the  MCtenl  daj*,  tbfti — bo  far  u  tha  liquidacian   of  debt,   and  of  Ss.  l^d.  for 

earlj  prospect  of  a  proiporous  coogrega-  iniieionary  and  behevoleot  purposes,  being 

tioa  18  coDDemed — if  I  had  been  free  (o  go,  a  total  per  member  oF  lbs.,  ibe  largest 

I  would  bare  gone  witbout  gaiosajiag.  amount  hitherto  contributed  bihcq  ihese 

But,  sir,  there,  were  other  inflaeaces  to  returns  were  fumiKhed.    The  attendance 

mould  my  deciaion.    Apart  from  family  on  prayer-meetings  during  tbc  same  period 

lies,  therenere  existing  iuterests  of  a  public  lias  never  been  so  large.    A  petition  from 

nunre  to  conatci balance  the  claims  of  tbe  church  of  Yetbolm  for  continued  aid 

Albion    Cbaich.      The    congregation    of  was  remitted  lo  the  Home  Committee,  with 

CalndaiiUn  Koad  presented  to   Diy  mind  a  reconnneudation.    After  reasoning,  the 

fwcutiar  and  weighty  reasons  for  my  coo-  presbytery  unanimously  agreed  to  transmit 

tiuued  paalorate.  Being  iheir  first  minister,  Mr  Jarviu's  overture  in  favour  of  a  General 

tbey  have  been  gathered  together  under  Aaaembly  with  provinclHl  Synods,  to  the 

my  ministry.     I  was  called  to  Caledonian  supreme  court,  it  being  left  to  individual 

Boad  congregation  by  a  membership  of  9S,  members  to  consider  the  same  in  Synod, 

uhicb,  in  October  lost,  alter  the  roll  was.  An  overture,  sent  down  fWim  Synod  oa 

pB^d,  had  increased  to  850  in  full  com-  the  subject  of  the  mode  of  electing  the 

munion.    It  will  readily  be  believed  that  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  which 

10  many  people,  brought  together  within  should    render    them    more   directly  the 

fonr  years  and  a  half,  cannot  be  in  so  short  nominees  of  the  prcibyteries  of  theCbnrch, 

a  space  of  time  welded  into  a  compact  was    unanimonsly  adopted.      Mr   Henry 

txidy.     From  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  Aliiler,  Greenlaw,  appeared  in  answer  to 

minister  is  the  centre  of  their  union,  and,  tbe  citation  of  the  court,  as  reported  at  last 

10  a  great  extent,  the  bond  of  their  nnitj.  meeting,   in  his   own  canse.    Mr  Miller 

The  fear  that  they  are  not  as  jet  suf-  having  been   heard,   and  the  presbytery 

fdently  coalesced  for  self-reliant  and  coin-  having  delivered  their  opinions,  Mr  Miller 

Imed  action,  has  pressed  heavily  upon  mj  fell  from  his  protest  and  appe^  to  Synod, 

Hind.      My  decision  has   been  dictated  and  the  case  has  terminated.    The  neit 

aiiniy  by  the  want  of  consolidation,  ex-  medting  was  fixed  to  be  held  on  the  ISiii 

pliinable   by  the  brief   period  that  has  April. 

elapsed  since  the  congregation  has  been         Lascaikirt. — Thispresbyterymet  on  the 

formed.    This  has  been  the. great  barrier  26th  February  in  St  Paul's  Church,  Birk- 

in  my  way  ;  and,  as  I  cannot  overpass  it,  I  enhead  —  the  Rev.  Francis    Hkinner,   of 

lake  this  as  a  hint  in  Providence  that  my  Blackbani,  moderator  pro  tan.,  who  wag 

duty  is  to  remain  where  my  labours  have  chosen  moderator  for  tbo  year  IBGl.    Mr 

ilr^dy  been  blessed.    It  is  not  for  me  to  David  Walker,  stadent,  delivered  a  homily, 

say  what  I  would  have  done  if  I  had  been  and  was  examined   by  written  papeni  in 

differently  circumstanced.    The  Hev.  Dr  theology.  Biblical  criticism,  and  Hebrew ; 

Edmond  thongbt  it  right  to  state,  that  and  these  exercises  were  all   sustained. 

thoDgh  some  days  ago  Dr  Jeffrey  had  inii-  Agreed  that  the  Hev.  R.  Cameron  should 

mated  his  determination  not  to  accept  the  visit  Samsey,  preaching  there  on  tbe  Grsi 

call,  his  intimation  was  accompanied  with  Sabbath  of  April,  and  conducting  tbe  ai.- 

a  request  that  bis  decision  was  not  to  be  nnal  visitation  of  the  congregation  on  the 

made  known.     They  were,  therefore,  com-  following  day.    Also,  agreed  to  recommend 

polled. to  appear  here  to-day,  as,  if  tliey  to  the  congregation  that  MrM'Oivan'e  puU 

hadnot  done  so,  they  wonld  have  required  pit  should  be  supplied  in  the  September 

to  make  known  to  every  member  of  the  of  each  year.    Appointed  the  llev.  K.  S. 

congregation  tbe  reason  why  they  had  not  Scott  and  Samuel  btitt,  Esq.,  to  visit  Ken- 

sppeared  here  to-day.    The  call  was  ac-  dal  on  Monday,  25th  March,  and  conduct 

cotdingly  set  aside.  the  annual  Tb,iution  of  the  conp'egBtion 

JCeJio.— This  presbytery  met  on  tbe  19th  there;  Mr  Scott  to  preach  in  tbeWoolpack 

MsiQh— the  Rev.  William  Barr,  moderator.  Yard  Chapel  on  the  afternoon  and  evening 

MiThomasHogarthwaslicensedtopreacb  of  Sabbath,  the  24th  March,  and  the  Bev. 

the  Gospel,  and  was  suitably  addressed  by  W.  M.  Taylor,  of  Bootle,  to  supply  Mr 

tbe  moderator.    Mr  Hugh  Hill,  student  of  Scott's  pulpit  on  that  day.    The  schedules 

iheMyear,  delivered  two  disconraes,  which  for  statistics  were  returned  by  all  the  con- 

*ere  suituned,  and  was  examined  in  He-  gregations,  except  those  of  Grange  Road 

breir,  Greek,  and  Latin,  to  the  entire  satis-  and  Egremont.    The  scale  of  contribution 

fiction  of  the  presbytery.    On  behalf  of  to  the  fund  of  the  presbytery  for  the  year 

■he  commitlee   on  annual  statistics,  Mr  lB6l-fi2  was  arranged.     Agreed  to  express 

Jsrrie  submitted  a  digest  of  tbe  congrega-  sympathy  with  the  congregation  of  Brad- 

■ional  Teiums  for  the  year   1S60.    The  ford  and  the  Rev.  David  Sim;   and,  in 

ircrsge  resalts  for  nine  churches  give  to  consequence  of  Mr  Sim's  severe  illness,  to 

tach  membei  a  contribntion  of  ISs.  S^d,  supply  ^e  Bradford  pulpit  aceordiog  to 
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presbytery'fl  plan— the  miDiUen  of  tl 

ibjtery.  as  far  m  possible,  toppljing 
Bradford  in  pereon.  Tlie  clerk  reported 
lliat  a  Gtntement  of  the  condition  and  pro- 
gress of  the  Sntion  congregation  during 
Ifae  recent  vacanc;  had  been  inserted  in 
the  records  of  the  Sntton  session.  Kend 
a  circul&c  on  home  evangeliiatioD,  and  di- 
rected the  clerk  10  report  to  the  Home 
Secretary  that,  while  approving  of  the  pro- 
posed plan  in  general,  the  preabyttrj  were 
uQable  to  adopt  any  combined  elfbrts  for 
carrying  it  out.  Bead  the  gynod'E  remit, 
in  reference  to  Provincial  Synods ;  and 
agreed  unanimously  to  report  in  favour  of 
the  establishment  of  Bnch  Synods  Ihrongh- 
ouE  the  Church,  of  which  one  should  in- 
clude all  the  English  preahyteries;  and  to 
add  the  recommendalion  that,  even  though 
other  Provincial  Sybods  should  not  mean- 
while bo  appointed,  there  should  be  an 
English  Synod,  as  an  iniporiani  means  of 
titrengthening  and  extending  the  United 
Presbyleriui  Charch  in  England.  Head 
the  minute  of  Synod  in  reference  to  the 
constitution  of  a  representative  Oenernl 
Assembly,  and  the  overture  of  the  session 
of  Bristo  Street  Charch,  Edinburgh,  re- 
commendiog  the  Synod  lo  consider  the 
oxpediency  of  constituting  such  assembly ; 
and  agreed  to  report,  that  while,  in  case  of 
the  esiablitbment  of  Provincial  Synods,  it 
may  be  expedient  to  adopt  the  name  Ge- 
neral Assemhly  as  the  designation  of  tlie 
General  Synod,andsuloaToidlbe'Dse  of  the 
epithet  Provincial,  it  is  inexpedient  to  atier 
the  conttitution  of  the  Supreme  Court  until 
the  Church  shell  have  had  experience  of 
>he  effects  oftheesrahlishmentof  the  Pro- 
vincial Synods  above  referred  to.  Bead 
the  remit  of  Synod  in  reference  lo  the 
mode  of  electing  the  members  of  the  Hie- 
sion  Board  of  the  Chureh,  aiM  the  overture 
of  the  rresbylery  of  Edinburgh  concerning 
the  same;  and  agreed  unanimously  to  re- 
port in  favonr  of  the  adoption  of  the  over- 
tare  of  the  Edinburgh  Presbyteiy  by  the 
Synod.  Directed  the  clerk  to  intimate  the 
decision  of  the  presbytery  concerning  Pro- 
vincial Synods,  and  specially  concerning  a 
Synod  in  England,  to-the  clerhs  of  Uie 
other  Knglish  presbyteries;  with  intima- 
tion that  this  decisioli  has  been  adopted  as 
a  means  of  itrcngChening  the  denomination 
in  England,  and  with  no  reference  lo  any 
separation  from  the  United  Presbyterian 
Chnrch.  Bead  minutes  of  the  presbytery's 
Mission  Board,  and  agreed  lo  recommend 
to  the  congregations  within  the  bounds  the 
propriety  of  making  an  annual  collection 
tor  the  funds  of  the  Board.  Appointed 
next  meeting  to  he  held  at  Bootle,  on  lite 
ad  April,  in  connection  with  the  opening 
of  Mr  Taylor's  new  church  there. 
Londoti. — This  presbjlerymet  in  Albion 


vestry  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  IBth 
March.  Dr  Edmond  gave  some  account  of 
the  proceedings  before  the  Presbytery  of 
Glasgow  in  prosecution  of  the  call  from 
Albion  Church  to  the  Bev,  Dr  Jeflrey ;  re- 
sulting, as  was  well  known,  in  Dr  Jeffrey's 
decision  to  abide  by  his  present  charge.  It 
wasthereuponmovedand  agreed  to,  that  the 
presbytery  express  tlieir  sympathy  whh  the 
congregation  of  Albion  under  the  trial  oc- 
casioned them  by  this  new  disappointment ; 
and  that  they  be  assured  of  the  presbytery's 
readiness  and  earneat  desire,  to  do  every- 
thing in  their  power  Co  sustain  and  a,ilimAle 
them  in  present  circnmstances.  Dr  Ed- 
mond, and  Mr  Smith,  the  representative 
elder  from  the  vacant  chnrch,  were  in- 
structed to  convey  this  vote  of  sympathy 
and  encouragement  to  the  congregation  it 
their  annual  meeting,  to  he  held  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  SOih.  Notice  naa  given  of  a 
motion,  to  bo  submitted  at  nest  meeting, 
to  the  effect  that  the  presbytery  overture 
the  Synod  to  revise  and  amend  the  rutei 
regarding  the  proceedings  in  transporting 
calls,  BO  far  as  relates  to  tlio  pleadings  uf 
commissioners  from  the  two  congregations 
interested,  allowing  snch  pleadings  to  be 
oral  or  written,  at  the  option  of  paniei; 
and  appointing  them  to  he  condnded  st 
the  meetings  of  the  presbytery  at  which 
the  call  is  tabled,  inaleRd  of  that  at  which 
the  minister  called  is  expected  to  deckie 
his  decision.  Next  ordinary  meeting  of 
presbytery  was  appointed  (o  be  held  in 
Albion  vestry,  on  the  evening  of  the  Blh 
April  next,  at  six  o'clock. 

Melroie. — This  presbytery  met  on  the 
12th  March— Mt  Oliver,  moderator.  A 
petition  from  the  West  congregation,  Sel- 
kirk, for  a  moderation,  was  presented  and 
agreed  to.  The  stipend  offered  ia  L,140, 
with  a  free  manse ;  that  is,  as  explained, 
with  all  taxes  paid  by  the  congregation. 
The  Bev.  Mr  Blair  was  appointed  to  mo- 
derate on  Monday,  the  Sth  of  April.  The 
overture,  of  which  notice  had  been  given 
by  MrKohertson,  on  thasubjeci  of  Spiritual 
Independence,  was  taken  up.  All  ilis 
ministers  present  took  part  in  the  discus- 
sion— live  (including  the  moderator)  hav- 
ing spoken  in  favour  of  the  overture,  and 
six  against  it.  On  the  vote  being  taken, 
adopt  the  overture  or  not,  four  voted  adopt, 
and  ten  noL  It  was  then  moved  that  li>e 
overture,  as  that  of  Mr  Eobertson,  shoold 
be  transmitted  to  the  Synod.  An  amend- 
ment was  made,  that  it  should  not*he  tranr- 
mitted,  when  it  was  carried,  transmit,  liy 
twelve  to  two.  The  next  meeting  of  pres- 
bytery was  appointed  lo  be  held  at  Mel- 
rose on  Tnesday,  the  16th  of  April.  | 
Nevicatth. — This  presbytery  met  onlhe  ; 
Jith  Match— Bev.  J.  M.  Wilson,  modeiator. 
Jdr  Potior  introdaced  a  motion  Cor  a  spc-     | 
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this  bold  rationaliBin,  this  fiercely  nggteawve  infidelity — bom  end  bred  in  tte 
guarded  sanctuary  of  High  Church  orthodoxy,  and  occupying  those  pulpits  and 
Profesaore'  chairs  which  were  estabiiabed,  and  are  atill  supported,  expressly  and 
exclusively  for  the  preaching  and  defence  of  Christianity !  To  be  sure,  this  resolute 
disbelief  has  a  great  Uking  for  Christian  salaries ;  and,  to  retain  these,  will,  during 
certain  canoniiil  hours,  pass  itself  for  earnest  and  implicit  faith,  and  hold  forth  m 
divine  and  infallible  truth  that  Bible  which  it  really  spurns 'as  a  fable,  and  put  up 
strictly  evangelical  petitions,  which  it  despises  as  more  abject  and  unmeaning  than 
the  lowing  of  the  oxen  for  their  fodder.  Who  could  help  being  amazed  at  the 
Bpeclacle  of  Oxford  divines  and  tutors  standing  forth  in  the  veneraUe  high  places 
<a  England's  Christianity,  to  repudiate  all  the  essentials  of  evangehc  faith?  But 
this  is  not  the  f iill  unblushing  front  of  their  offence:  they  openly  and  imeqnivo- 

3  deny,  not  only  what  they  have  solemnly  professed,  but  also  what  they  are 
/  solemnly  to  reaffirm  ;  they  attack  and  demolish  what  they  have  subscribed  as 
articles  of  faith,  and  what  they  will  again  subscribe,  whenever  and  as  often  as  they 
are  asked ;  and,  mere  Deists  as  they  amply  prove  themselves  to  be,  thej^  will  not 
scruple  to  sign  a  minutely  featured  cr^  of  Christianity,  in  order  that  their  emolu- 
ments, as  Christian  functionaries,  may  not  be  withdrawn.  As  implacable  enemies, 
they  strike  at  the  Church — her  institutionH  and  her  doctrines ;  yet  they  wUl  give 
their  oath  that  they  are  her  sons  and  servants,  and,  in  return  for  that,  they  must 
have  from  her  their  daily  bread  and  dainties.  Those  seven  Esaayists  openly  stab 
the  faith  of  which  they  are  the  sworn  and  the  paid  champions ;  and  the  deadliness 
of  the  wounds  they  inflict,  is  mwnly  owing  to  the  advantageous  position  for  strik- 
ing afforded  by  their  hypocritical  championship.  What  would  be  thought  if  a 
few  leading  officers  in  Volunteer  regiments,  sworn  as  they  are  to  be  purely  loyal  and 
patriotic,  should  be,  and  avow  themselves,  the  earnest  partisans  of  Louis  Napoleon 
in  his  design  of  invading  our  country,  and  should  labour  diligently  to  seduce  the 
men  under  them  from  their  allegiance, — in  order  that,  when  the  day  of  trial  comes, 
the  patriot  bands  that  had  been  trained  to  resist  and  drive  ba(^  the  aggressor 
should  at  once  welcome  him,  and  join  his  legions  landing  from  the  French 'fleet? 
What  would  bethought,  too,  if  generals  hke  Lord  Clyde  should  be  similarly  em- 
ployed in  the  army,  seeking  to  attach  our  soldiers  to  the  cause  of  the  invader,  so 
that  the  French — whenever'  they  come — may  find  Britain,  in  her  hour  of  need, 
deserted  and  undefended  ?  Yet  those  officers  would  display  a  treachery  lees  scan- 
didouB  than  that  of  which  tlie  EssayiBta  have  been  guilty.  A  court-martial,  how- 
ever, would  promptly  deal  with  the  former  traitors,  and  expel  them  ignominiously 
from  the  service  which  they  had  outraged.  But,  in  the  other  case,  the  public  are 
amazed,  not  only  at  the  audacious  criminals,  but  at  the  utter  helplesscesa  of  the 
National  Church  and  her  dignified  executive.  For  trivial  offenders,  there  is  prompt 
and  full  punishment ;  but  the  ecclesiastical  courts  have  as  yet  found  no  means  of 
reaching  the  Church's  assassins,  or  even  of  restraining  them  from  future  assaults. 
The  Church  is  a  refuge,  a  sanctuary,  even  for  her  unnatural  eons,  who  plot  her 
overthrow  and  the  extinction  of  Christianity.     "  Against  such  there  is  no  law  I " 

It  is  consoling,  however,  to  see  the  unanimity  and  eameatneas  of  the  repudiation 
which  the  views  and  reasonings  of  this  new  Oxford  sect  (believed  to  be  aa  yet  very 
small,  though  not  confined  exactly  to  the  seven  Essayists)  have  drawn  forth  from 
all  orders  in  the  Church  of  England.    ()f  course,  the  Evangelicals  are  vehement  in 
their  condemnation,  and  display  none  ot  that  weak  and  mistaken  mercy  which  they 
have  too  frequently  cherished  for  errors  and  abominations  growing  up  within  the 
sacred  enclosure  of  the  Episcopal  Establishment.    The  Puseyitea  ar#  equally  de- 
cisive and  zealous  in  their  opposition,  though  unquestionably  Oxford  rationalism 
is  the  natural  reaction  from  Oxford  Romanism,  and  the  superstitious  "Tracts"  of 
1840  are  responsible  for  the  infidel  "  Essays"  of  1861).     The  Puseyites,  however,     ' 
do  not  blame  themselves,  nor  will  they  aeknowledge  the  too  obvioua  parentage  of     ! 
-  this  rationalistic  abortion ;  still  it  is  well  that  they  also  disown  it  in  the  sense  of 
protesting  against  all  its  peculiaiities,  whilst  they  insist  upon  their  being  anthorit*-     , 
tively  estirnated  as  intolerable  within  any  Christian  Church.     The  Bishop  of  Ox-      ; 
ford  is  ready  to  hew  it  down,  as  a  far  greater  Samuel  did  with  heathen  Agag-     ■ 
Someof  the  sections,  that  have  received  the  vague  nameof  the  "Broad"  party,  have 
not  been  quite  so  demonstrative  as  the  foregoing  ;  and  fi«m  such  inSuential  men  as 
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Maurice,  KiogBley,  ete.  etc.,  we  should  have  liked  n  les  "  ancertain  sound,"  and  a 
more  hostile  action.  We  fear  and  griere  that  these,  and  other  highly  aitractiTe 
preachers  and  ■writers,  have  entered  upon  the  path  of  anti-supernaturahflni,  though 
tiiej  are  jet  distant  from  the  termiaus  which  the  EBsajiste  have  reached  1^  a  leap 
or  a  rush.  The  former,  too,  may  soon  be  corned  over  all  the  intermediate  spice, 
which  consists  of  no  gulf  or  chasm,  and  needs  no  bridge,  but  has  a  road  aa  level  and 
continuous  as  that  which  they  have  already  traversed,  and  on  which  they  are  now- 
encamped.  They,  doubtleea,  feel  confident  that  they-will  never  be  tempted  or  forced 
onwards  and  onwards  until  they  reach  the  Essayiste'  extreme ;  but  they  seem  to  be 
uncertain  and  anxious,  leet  the  Church  and  the  Christian  pubhc  should  have  no 
such  confidence  in  them  and  their  whereabouts.  They  appear  to  have  deep  mis- 
giTings,  tjmt  if  they  were  candidlyandminu1«ly  to  lay  down  the  difference  between 
tlieir  degrees  of  anti-Bupematnraliam  and  the  zero-point  of  the  Essayists,  and  to 
iadicale  their  exact  reasons  for  going  so  far  and  no  farther,  the  Church  and  the 
Chmtian  public  would  at  once  regard  them  as  occupying  an  unsafe  and  untenable 
itation,  and  cry  out,  that  if  they  did  not  forthwith  quit  it  and  retrace  their  etew 
to  the  apostolic  highway,  they  must  ere  long  find. themselves  in  the  company  of  the 
Esaayista— beyond  the  bounds  of  the  Christian  fiuth. 

During  the  discussion  in  the  Upper  House  of  Convocation,  preceding  the  unani- 
mous condemnation  of  the  book,  theBishop  of  London  was  led  away,  by  friendship 
for  two  of  the  Essayists,  to  make  some  very  absurd  and  mischievous  suggestions. 
He  was  anxious  that  a  mere  declaration,  on  the  part  of  an  Essayist,  of  adherence 
u  the  English  creed,  coupled  with  some  vague  statement  that  he  did  not  endorse 
all  the  views  o(  the  other  Eesayists,  should  be  received  by  the  Church  as  satisfactory. 
He  also  pled  strongly,  that  each  Essayist  should  not  be  held  responsible  for  what 
u^  and  all  of  his  six  brethren  had  advanced,  though,  apart  altogether  from  "  cos- 
jtrnctive  treason,"  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  tJie  seven  organized  a  plot  for 
uuiling  Christianity  simultaneously  from  different  poiots,  and  for  aiming  at 
diflerent  parts  of  her  sacred  body,  so  that  not  a  single  missile  might  be  used  in 
nin.  Samuel  of  Oxford  made  a  most  effective  reply  (ss  he  always  does,  when  he 
kppens  to  be  on  the  right  side)  to  his  brother  of  London,  and  declared,  that 
nothing  less  than  a  total  and  emphatic  "  recantation  "  of  all  the  errots  in  the  book 
vould  be  satisfactory.  '  But  how,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  can  they  recant, 
unless  they  should  allege  that  each  essay  was  composed  during  the  visitation  of  a 
liideous  dream.  ?  We  pray  that  they  may  at  once  recant ;  but,  to  prove  the  sin- 
,  csritj  of  their  change  of  views,  they  should  at  the  same  time  quit  their  lucrative 
>nd  iofiuential  posts  in  the  Church  or  University.  And,  of  course,  if  they  do  not 
ncsnt,  plain  honesty  requires  them  io  take  this  st«p,  and  no  longer — for  the  sake 
of  their  bread — continue  to  be  traitors,  guilty  also  of  perjury. 

In  the  middle  of  March,  the  Archbishop  of  Cantert>ury  was  wwted  upon  by  a 
deputation,  carrying  a  petition  that  had  been  signed  by  8000  clergymen  of  the 
Chutch  of  England,  craving  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  should  purge  the 
Church  of  the  errors  contained  in  the  volume.  His  Grace,  in  an  earnest  acknow- 
ledgment, intimate  that  he  and  his  brethren  were  consulting  about  the  best  steps 
tor  reaching  the  end  desired.  What  a  terrible  exposure  will  be  made  of  the  English 
Church,  if  her  Bishops  hare  to  confess  that  she  is  powerless  and  helpless  against 
irtant  infidels  and  Bible-deniers  within  her  pale,  and  in  her  very  watch-towers, 
uid  that  she  can  neither  expel  nor  at  all  restrain  them  1  Even  abeady  she  is  shown 
in  a  very  disadvantageous  light,  since  many  months  must  elapse,  and  a  national 
pwuo  be  produced,  before  her  Bishops  set  themselves  to  si'Arcb  for  some  weapon  of 
diBcipline  to  deal  with  her  assassins, — a  weapon  which  they  ai'e  far  from  sure  can. 
oe  fonnd  in  her  I^al  armoury ! 

Beyond  ttie  Church,  and  among  all  denominations,  the  book  is  entirely  repro- 
Uled.  The  most  powerful  and  elaborate  refutation  which  its  leading  errors  have  as 
y«t  weeivBd,  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr  Cairns  of  Berwick.  The  title  of  this  admirable 
pabhcstion  is  "Oxford  Itationalism  and  English  Christianity." 
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THE  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION  OF  1862. 

DesiaNS  of  liie  greai  building  in  which  this  exhibition  will  be  held,  are  now  drawn 
and  before  the  public.  It  is  to  be  much  more  extensive  and  commodious,  and  not 
leea  magmficent,  than  its  predecessor  of  1851 ;  whilst  it  ie  expected  that  the  article 
brought  together  from  all  ends  of  the  eaxth,  will,  for  number,  variety,  and  value, 
far  Burpafs  thoeo  that  were  exhibited  before.  We  are  afraid,  however,  that  this 
grand  temple  of  art  and  iudiutry  wiU  not  be  privileged  to  rise  during  the  profound 
European  traaqulllitj  that  prevailed  in  1851. 

We  call  attention  to  the  undertaking  with  the  view  of  suggesting  that  the  lovers 
and  advocates  of  evangelical  truth  should  begin  early  to  couault  with  each  other,  as 
to  the  beat  measures  to  be  adopted  for  improving  to  the  ntmoet  tbis  i^markabte 
opportunity  of  "gtorifying  God"  by  doing  good  to  man.  A  vast  foreign  popnl*- 
tioa  will  for  six  months  be  gathered  together  in  London  ;  hence,  for  mission  ^orl, 
instead  of  needing,  at  great  expense  and  serious  loss  of  time,  to  "  go  into  all  Uie 
world,"  the  world  haa  come  to  our  very  door,  to  be  brought  under  tJie  operation  of 
saving  truth  through  an  incomparably  greater  number  ot  evangelical  agente  than 
could  have  gone  abroad  in  a  whole  generation  I  Besides,  ike  world  wiU,  in  Lon- 
don, be  represented  by  its  most  intelligent  and  influential  specimens, — those  that 
are  likely  to  be  the  most  quickly  receptive,  and  the  most  vividly  communicative,  of 
ibs  Gospel.  The  Roman  CatholicB  will  form  a  large  part  of  the  immense  foreign 
population  gathered  to  London  ;  and  away  from  their  own  lynx-eyed  and  unacrupu- 
lous  prieata,  who  are  the  jailors  that  keep  them  in  ignorance  and  superstition,  they 
will  be  much  more  acccsdble  to  the  truth  than  when  at  home.  Who  will  not  praf 
that  upon  that  London  assembly  of  all  peoples,  tongues,  and  races,  the  Holy  Ghcst 
may  descend  with  more  than  pentecoetal  power,  so  that  the  representatives  of  the 
world  may  return  to  their  respective  places  all  over  the  earth,  carrying  the  blessed 
light  that  shall  be  the  dawn  of  the  mUlennium  ?  , 

But  such  a  prayer — the  daily  prayer  of  all  our  British  Churches — requires  from    i 
each  and  all  of  them  adequate  and  well-concerted  labour.     This  labour  must  be    | 
^tematically  and  energetically  prosecuted,  after  early,  careful,  and  unsectarisa    ' 
dehberation.     A  large  fmud  must  tie  collected,  a  powerful  band  of  proper  agents 
appointed,  and  all  their  spheres  of  employment  distinctly  marked  out. 

In  1851,  little  was  even  attempted,  and  that  irregularly,  incoherently,  and  far 
too  late  ;  bat  this  criminal  blunder  must  not  be  repeated  in  1862  by  earnest  in- 
dividuals and  churches.  It  is  not  necessary,  or  even  desirable,  that  a  stupendous 
crystal  cathedral  elionld  be  erected,  encloong  under  its  one  roof  many  chapek 
within  which  services  might  be  conducted  in  the  various  languages  of  earth,  so 
that  each  people  mi^ht  hear  "  in  their  own  tongue  the  wonderful  works  of  God ;" 
— apart  from  involving  vain  ctietlineas,  that  would  be  far  too  stately  and  formal. 


REV.  ALFRED  POOLE  VEKSUS  HIS  BISHOP. 

The  appeal  of  this  Puseyite  clergyman  against  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury'B  con- 
firmation of  the  withdrawal  of  his  license  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  has  been  dis- 
missed by  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council ;  and  St  Barnabas  Church 
is  finally  deprived  of  the  prurient  priest  who  had  set  up  his  confessional  (far  worse 
than  a  gossip-shop)  for  the  benefit  of  silly  women.  Father-confessor  Poole  is  in- 
terdicted from  either  speaking  or  hearing  within  the  populous  diocese  of  London. 
Lord  Cranworth  pronounced  the  decision,  that  no  appeal  lies  from  the  judgm^ntof 
the  Archbishop.  In  his  Lordship's  speech,  be  traced  the  order  of  curates  through 
the  statute-book,  back  to  1G03.  They  seem  to  have  been  always  wretchedly  pu''- 
The  first  legal  enactment  for  their  comfort  declares  that  the  Bishop  may  require 
the  incumbent  to  give  them  a  stipend,  "not  exceeding  L.50" — a  mere  fraction, 
probably,  of  the  handsome  income  received  by  his  do-nothing,  non-reaident  em- 
ployer. 
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POIJVND,  HCNGAEY.  AND  ROME. 


PoLiSD  ig  likely,  by  tlie  resolute  bearing  of  her  sons  and  daughters,  and  by  the 
ijood  sense  and  timsly  wisdom  of  the  Cz^r,  forthwith  to  hsTe  home  of  her  national 
iaatitutiona  revived.  Hungary  has  another  and  a  less  sane-minded  tyrant  to  deal 
with :  elie  seeks  more  than  Poland,  and  she  will  obtain  lees ;  for  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  blind  to  his  own  interests,  is  deaf  to  her  prayers.  An  insurrection  haa  no 
prospect  of  success,  unless  coincident  and  connected  with  hostile  niovemenfa  on  the 

Cof  Garibaldi  and  the  Italians  against  Austria ;  and  these  are,  in  no  sinal] 
e,  dependent  upon  the  will  o£  that  "  mau  of  mystery,"  Louis  Napoleon. 
The  question  of  the,  domination  of  the  Pope  versus  the  liberties  of  Home,  is 
also  waiting  the  decision  of  the  French  Emperor ;  and,  as  usual,  ho  affords  but 
donblful  and  contradictory  indications  ot  what  he  means  to  do.  Probabilities  pre- 
ponderate on  the  side  ot  a  policy  that  shall  abrogate  the  Pope's  temporal  authonty ; 
though,  in  carrying  out  that  jwlicy,  the  Emperor  will  encounter  cureea,  "not  loud, 
bot  deep,"  from  many  thousands  of  the  French  clergy  who  are  the  zealous  partisans 
of  the  secular  rule  of  the  Papacy.  A  belief  prevails  that  Louis  Napoleoa  secretly 
cherishes  ultimate  designs,  for  his  own  aggrandisement  and  the  humiliation  of 
Britab,  in  connection  with  the  clnnges  going  on.  in  Italy,  and  tbe  great  enlarge- 
ment of  Victor  Emmanuel's  kingdom  ;  and  the  revenge  a£  Waterloo  is  said  to  figure 
ahead  of  all  his  schemes  as  their  grand  consummation,  and  the  crowning  glory  of 
his  reign.  It  is  very  unfortunate  ;  but,  whether  this  belief  be  well  or  ill  grounded 
Mr  country  cannot  safely  disregard  it,  or  take  no  precautions  for  adequate  selt- 
Jifence ;  for  terribly  expensive  as  all  this  armour  of  resistance  is,  it  is  nothing  com- 

lued  with  what  a  successful  invasion  by  Napoleon  would  cost  aU  classes  and  in- 

laests  in  Britain. 

THE  AMERICAN  CRISIS. 

The  new  Preeident  has  delivered  his  inaugural  address.  Obviously,  as  yet,  he  has 
no  plan  for  confidently  facing  the  crisis ;  no  way  of  securing  a  reconciliation 
Itetreen  the  North  and  the  South  ;  nor  yet  any  campaign  chalked  out  for  coercing 
the  latter,  though  he  seems  firmly  resolved  against  either  sanctioning  or  tolerating 
soy  secession.  He  announces  his  view  of  secession  as  nothing  less  thsJi  rebellion ; 
jct,  whilst  he  intimates  his  intention  of  defending  with  all  the  means  at  his  com- 
fflind  all  Federal  property  and  rights  in  each  of  the  individual  States,  he  explains 
that  there  may  be  casee  in  which  he  may  decline  doing  so  at  once.  Hia  poEcy  is 
fhns  largely  indefinite.  He  appears  to  confide  much  in  time  as  the  beat  pacificator. 
Bat  will  not  the  ahenation  aa  well  as  the  boldness  of  seceding  States  tie  thereby 
luors  confirmed ;  and  may  not  hesitating  neighbours  be  induced  to  follow  their 
emnple  ?  The  preservation  of  the  Union  is  thus,  to  a  great  extent,  thrown  upon 
Ihe  repentance  and  the  returning  good-will  and  amity  of  the  South  ;  and  we  are 
afraid  that  nothing  less  than  the  most  shameless  and  miachjevous  concessions  on  the 
part  of  the  North  will  move  the  South  to  any  salutary  change.  Long  before  Mr 
Linroln  lakes  farewell  of  that  o&oe  on  which  be  has  just  entered,  there  will  be  two 
—if  not  more — RepubUes,  in  place  of  the  one  which  he  was  elected  to  govern. 
How  Boch  a  disruption  may  tell  upon  slavery,  American  prosperity,  and  peace  with 
fctain,  who  can  predict  ? 

THE  YELVERTON  CASE. 

Tm  late  loathsome  trial  in  Dublin  has  been  commented  upon  in  all  periodicals. 
The  so-called  "gentleman"  and  "gallant  officer"  who  figured  as  one  of  the  prin- 
cipals, has,  in  addition  to  the  self -exposure  which  he  made  very  leisurely  in  the 
witneas-ixii,  been  laid  cai  the  diasecting-table  ot  moralista,  for  the  public  benefit, 
latenae  abhorrence  of  his  systematic  vice  and  deliberate  villany  is  univereaL  The 
")ady"  who  was  the  other  principal,  has  met  with  an  admiration  equally  deep,  and 
w>ost  ss  wide.    Doubtless,  she  bad  been  grievously  wronged ;  but  she  was  far 
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from  being  the  model-heroine  tb&t  deserved  unqualified  ajnipatlij.  One  leading 
moral  of  her  hiatory  is  patent,  though  we  are  nut  aware  that  it  has  been  mentioned 
anywhere.  Popery,  we  are  often  told,,  is  the  only  and  the  all-sufficient  religion  lo 
meet,  and  not  merely  to  anbdue,  but  to  eatUEy  all  the  mental,  moral,  and  emotional 
peculiarities  of  a  person  like  Miss  Longworth.  As  an  earnest  professor  of  that 
faith,  even  withont  becoming  a  nun,  ^e  ought  to  have  been  eminently  happy  and 
tranquil.  Within  the  Church  of  Eome  she  should  have  lived  ai  in  a  heaven  upon 
earth.  Yet  what,  according  to  her  own  ample  diBcloBureB,waa  her  condition  during 
thebeatyears  of  her  early  womanhood,  when  she  was  a  devotee  to  Bomanism  ?  She  I 
lived  in  the  wildest  and  most  wretched  tempest  of  mind,  aoul,  and  heart— all  her 
thonghte,  fancies,  passions,  sentiments,  and  wishes,  like  so  many  furies,  perpetually 
lashing  themselves  and  each  other,  until,  in  the  uproar,  reason,  if  not  conscience 
and  morality,  began  to  reel  H«r  affection  for,  and  her  unfemininely  eager  and 
not  very  modest  pursuit  of,  the  military  rake  and  practical  inftdcl,  were  totally 
uninfluenced  by  Popery,  She  obtained  as  little  self-control,  chedt,  guidance,  con- 
solation, calm,  or  sntiriaction  from  Romanism,  as  if  she  had  had  no  religion  at  all. 
Yet  we  are  constantly  told  what  quiet  and  happy  hearts  the  Church  of  Rome  would 
give  us  all,  especially  those  of  us  who  are  poesissal  of  irregular,  impassioned,  and 
imaginative  tendencies ! 

Ii?om  Mrs  Yelverton's  demeanour  in  Court,  ancl  from  her  letters  there  prodaced, 
an  absurdly  exaggerated  estimate  of  her  literary  powers  has  been  formed  every- 
where. Genius,  and  that  too  of  the  highest  order,  has  been  ascribed  to  her ;  and 
some  admirers  have  ventured  to  assert,  that  if  she  had  taken  to  novel-writing,  she 
would  have  eicelled  Charlotte  Bronte.  Will  she  and  her  critics  like  fo  be  reminded 
that  the  same  nonsense  was  uttered  about  the  notorious  Madeleine  Smith,.^ whose 
letter,  written  to  the  poor  Frenchman,  begging  him  to  concealHer  shame,  was  pro- 
nounced a  "  masterpiece,"  every  sentence  teeathing  and  burning  with  "  unriv^ed 
eloquence?" 


Few  enemies  of  such  a  ,  _        

things  be  ripe  in  Scotland  for  a  scbeme  of  National  Education.  The  newly  dia- 
cov^ed  subordination  of  our  burgh  schools  to  the  presbyteries  of  the  Established 
Church  must  at  once  be  attacked. 

The  question  as  to  whether  our  imiversities,  like  those  of  Oxford,  Cftmbiidga, 
and  Dublin,  shall  bo  represented  in  Parliament,  is  happily  no  party  one.  Tories 
are  as  earnest  as  Liberals  in  maintaining  the  affirmative ;  and  not  a  few  of  the 
most  honest  and  consistent  amongst  the  latter  have  stoutly  taken  the  negative  side. 
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IB  Cnntnttmi  cat  ions* 

NTS  DUTT  i  A  SERMON.* 

)  henoe." — Johk  siv.  3i.J 

m  ctf  that  bemitifu],  imtrDcttve,  and  con- 
ir  Divine  Master  to  the  disciples    at  the 

Supper,  B«ad  and  compare  the  accoiiDts 
ronderTal  transaction — presenting  a  scene 
it^,  and  love  ;  and  wh^e  is  the  Christian 
,  Oh  to  have  been  (here ! — to  have  formed 
d  with  intense  interest  »ti  the  benignant 
ve  stretched  forth  the  hand  and  received 
body  abont  to  be  broken,  and  of  His  blood 
led  to  His  divine  instructions,  and  ex- 
ent  from  heart  to  heart,  irben  there  burst 
lis ;  Feace  I  leave  yrith  you,  Uy  peace  I 
I  giveth,  give  I  onto  you.  Let  not  your 
be  afraid !     Bat  this  scene,  even  this — ■ 

was — came  to  a  close.  There  is  but  one 
ten  up ;  there  is  but  one  table  that  aball 
ne  song  that  ia  ever  new,  and  shall  n«»er 
t  service  came,  and -the  Bedeemer  said  to 
bence." — Brethren,  we,  like  the  dlsdples, 
f  sublime  enjoyment,  and,  like  them,  have 
We  have  not,  it  ia  true,  been  privileged 
nance ;  but  we  have  called  to  recollection 
)-day,  and  for  evei^-unchanged  and  un- 
,  compassion,  and  sympathy  towards  His 
B  very  words  that  proceeded  out  of  Eis 
Hia  broken  body  and  shed  blood,  have  we 
with  the  Father,  and  with  Hia  Son,  Jesus 

Peter  on  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration, 
,ere !  But  the  table  has  already  been  re- 
Ken  broken  up,  the  last  aervice  ia  drawing 
ia  addressing ua,  "Arise,  let  us  go  hence." 
from  the  world,  continual  meditation,  and 
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unintemipted  spiritual  enjoyment,  are  not  here  oar  lot  They  are  merci- 
fully TOnchsafed  ns  on  special  occasione,  and  lor  special  purpoees.  They 
eolai^e  our  conceptiona  of  Divine  truth  ^  they  quicken  us  in  our  heavenly 
courae ;  they  strengthen  our  faith,  and  hope,  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  our 
Lord  :  but  their  conlinnance  would  be  inconsiatent  with  the  very  con- 
stitution of  our  being,  and  the  many  and  varied  duties  we  are  caDed  to 
perform.  It  ia  the  voice  of  the  Redeemer  Himself  that  calls  us  from  these 
Bcenea  :  Arise,  let  us  go  hence.     And  whither  and  to  what  does  He  call  ub  T 

1.  To  the  performance  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  life. 

2.  To  the  proaecution  of  our  Christian  warfare. 

S.  To  meet  all  the  dispensations  of  Divine   Providence  that  may  lie 
before  ua. 
4.  To  death  and  to  glory. 

L  Arise,  and  go  hence  to  the  performance  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  Kfe.— 
These  duties  are  many  and  varied.     They  meet  us  in  the   family  circle, 
where  we  are  called  to  sustain  the  relationalup  of  husbands  or  wives,  parents 
or  children,  masters  or  servants ;  and  frequently  to  do  so  in  clrcumstancee 
that  bring  into  severe  trial  the  principles  of  our  character,  and  call  for  the 
exercise  of  all  the  graces  of  the  divine  life,     l^eymeet  us  in  the  world  with 
which  we  mingle,  and  in  the  diversified  occupations  and  occurrences  of 
common  life  ;  and  to  fuM  these  in  the  spirit  and  manner  that  become  us, 
requires  a  deciaion  of  Christian  principle,  and  a  manifestation  of  Christian 
feeling,  &r  auperior  to  that  which  is  called  into  exerciae  in  attendance  on 
the  ordinances  of  grace.     They  meet  us  in  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  of 
which  we  are  memJiers  ;  and  as  ministers,  and  elders,  and  people,  do  they  call 
upon  us  to  love  each  other  aa  brethren — to  hear  each  other's  burdens — to  be 
fellow-helpers  of  each  other's  faith,  and  hope,  and  joy,  and  progress  in  holi- 
ness— andto  carry  out  one  grand  ohject  of  the  constitution  of  the  Church,  that 
Christ's  way  may  be  known  upon  earth,  and  His  saving  health  among  all   I 
nations.     Arise,  then,  let  ua  go  hence  to  the  active  performance  of  the  duties 
iocumbent  on  ua  in  the  family,  in  the  world,  and  in  the  Church  ;  and  these  . 
can  never  he  aucceasfuUy  carried  out,  nnless  there  be  conspicuous  in  the 
whole  of  them  the  profession  we  have  made,  the  prospects  that  lie  before 
us,  and  the  obligations  we  have  come  under  at  the  table  of  the  Lord. 
■   And  what,  my  friends,  what  do  we  profesa  to  be  t   A  company  of  redeemed 
men — rescued  from  the  guilt,  and  the  love,  and  the  dominion  of  sin — redeouied 
hy  a  price  all  price  exceeding,  the  most  precious  blood  flf  the  Son  of  God- 
bound  not  by  one,  hut  by  every  tie  of  gratitude,  affection,  and  duty,  to  utb 
not  to  ourselves,  hut  to  Him  who  loved  us,  and  gave  Himself  Cor  ua. — Ana 
whither,  do  we  say,  are  we  destined  ?     To  that  land  of  light,  and  hfe,  and 
love,  and  purity,  and  glory,  boundless  and  everlasting,  of  which  God  hath 
said,  "I  will  give  it  you."     We  practically  declare  that  this  is  not  our  rest 
— that  we  are  strangers  and  pilgrims  here — that  we  rise  superior  to  the 
principles,  and 'spirit,  arid  pursuits  of  the  world — that  we  ore  passing  onward 
to  the  possession  of  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  unfadipgi 
In  the  heavens. — ^And  what  are  the  obligations  under  which   we  have 
brought  ourselves  at  the  table  of  the  LordT     That  we  will  study  to  he  like 
EBm — that  we  will  imbibe  and  manifest  His  spirit,  and  follow  His  example-- 
that  we  will  make  His  will  our  will.  His  word  the  rule  of  our  conduct,  and 
endeavour  to  think,  and  feel,  and  speak,  and  act,  not  as  pleasing  men,  but 
with  the  judgment  of  God  immediately  in  view.     Profession   this,  ho« 
ration^  and  reasonable,  and  solemn  ;  and  yet  how  thoughOessly  made  by  ' 
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We  are  partakers  of  the  redemption' 
r  one  and  all  at  the  table  of  the  Lord  ; 
aad  the  world,  and  the  ordinary  walka 
.1  tenor  of  their  conduct  give  the  lie  to 
t  witb  them  little  or  no  serious  iinpres- 
lom  found  dwelling  on  tJieir  reality  and 

thing  needful  in  their  experience,  nor 
ng  of  their  hearts  ;  they  manifest  little 
re  of  those  committed  to  their  charge, 

their  own  souls ;  you  seldom  find'  them 

Scriptnres,  or  at  the  throne  of  Divine 
le  or  DO  family  instruction,  and  little  or 
;  but  they  do  so  to  demonstrate  to  every 

and  the  ordinances  of  Divine  appoint- 

a  very  lovely  song — they  engage  and 
,  but  they  pass  and  leave  no  solemn, 

take  knowledge  of  them,  that  they  have 

1  earth,  is  atitl  further  our  profession  at 
re  shall  we  find  evidence  of  this,  in  the 
!nceT  Mark  their  habitual  desires,  and 
nduct,  and  say,  are  they  not  as  earthly 
to  earth  as  their  home?  They  think 
the  world,  they  imbibe  and  manifest  its 
e  the  lust  of  the  flesh-,  the  lust  of  the  eye, 
>usand  varied  and  insinuating  forms,  as 
u  to  all — not  of  heaven,  but  of  earth — 
for  we  have  desired  it. 
f  the  Lord  hare  been  declaring — nay, 
-"  We  are  not  onr  own  ;  we  are  bought 
aust  be  in  ns  which  was  also  in  Christ," 
them  minutely :  What  peevishness  and 
what  a  harsh  and  unforgiving  spirit  do 
LB  world ! — the  meekness  and  gentleness, 
ling  compassion  of  the  blessed  Master, 
I !  They  are,  by  such  men,  neither  de- 
ayed — they  demonstrate  to  all  that  their 
pirit  of  the  Redeemer  dwells  not  and 
!  who  can  calculate  how  deeply  Christ 
is  friends,  bow  immensely  the  standard 
lowered  and  deteriorated,  and  what  8 
laioned,  by  the  unhallowed  tempers,  the 
)f  members  of  the  Church ! 
io  the  performance  of  the  ordinary  dnties 
d  myself  to  give  in  these  a  demonstra- 
en — that  we  are  strangers  and  pilgrims 
spirit  and  following  the  example  of  our 
Jerations  be  carried  along  with  us  to  our 
will  be — scenes  of  peace,  and  purity,  and 
le  of  our  Father  in  heaven.  They  wiU 
Kedeemer  and  the  eternal  world ;  they 
he  sphere  of  our  Influence  as  immortal 
ne  si^vation  we  find  so  necessary  and  so 
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valaabU  to  onredves  j  and  to  the  promotion  of  tlidr  spiritaal  tiUnSi 
ve  give  our  first,  our  constant  and  earae>t,  oxertiona  and  p«jers. 
will  tend  to  smooth  down  much  that  ia  rugged  in  our  Ikmily  butoiy- 
will  efiectuall;,  by  the  influence  of  Divine  grace,  Ind  from  hi  pndi 
passion,  and  unkindly  feelings.  And  oh !  hotr  happy  to  have  oar  b 
Uke  the  h^p^  family  of  Bethnny  1 — of  whom  it  ia  aaid :  Jeaoe  loved  H 
and  her  sister,  and  Lazarus  ;  and  Jesas  ofttimea  resorted  tfaither  wii 
disdipks.  Let  as,  like  David,  return  from  Divine  ordinaDoes  to  bk 
households.  Let  us  carry  these  considerations  along  wilii  ma  into  tlw 
with  which  we  mingle,  and  then  shall  we  estimate  ail  tliinga  aronodi 
all  the  pursuits. in  which  we  engage,  in  the  light  of  eternity,  and  a  m 
influence  will  be  thrown  around  all  our  intercourse  with  our  feUoi 
We  are  to  demonstrate  the  reality  and  the  vitality  of  Cbrietian  pii 
and  the  superiority  of  the  Christiau  character  over  eveiylbiag  tbe  va 
exhibit — to  be  diUgent  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lou 
flalt  of  the  earth,  the  light  of  the  wwld.  We  are  to  carry  out,  ia  i 
transactions,  Uie  golden  rule :  "  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  otihers  sbt 
to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them,"  And  thus  shall  we  adorn  the  dod 
God  our  Saviour, — Let  us  carry  these  considerations  along  with  ss  ii 
transaotione  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  say,  what  will  be  tbeir  inflM 
our  intercourse  with  our  fellow- Christians,  and  os  our  exertions  to  f 
the  extension  of  the  Church  and  the  conversion  of  the  world  T  Ti 
enable  us  to  realize  tiiat  we  are  all  members  of  obb  happy,  holy,  x 
jamily — united  by  ties  the  most  sacred,  endearing,  an^  exalted ;  ani^ 
only  strife  among  us  will  be,  who  riiall  be  most  hutnble,  most  h«|) 
affectionate,  likest  to  the  Master,  whose  meat  it  was  to  do  the  wilt' 
that  sent  Him,  and  to  finish  His  work.  Yes,  let  iB  go  hence  to  i 
the  spirit  of  prophets  and  apostles,  and  to  carry  oa  the  Work  it  wi 
glory  to  commence.  "  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the ' 
our  Iiord  Jesus  Christ,  by  which  the  world  is  criKified  unto  me,  ani 
the  world."  "  For  Zion's  sake  I  will  not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jena 
sake  I  will  not  rest,  until  the  righteousness  thereof  go  forth  as  bH^ 
and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  bumeth."  Arise,  let  us  gob 
the  performance  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  life,  in  the  family,  the  wffl 
the  Church ;  and  in  all  these  let  us  exemplify  that  we  follow  the  slqa 
Master  and  Lord. 

IL  Arise,  let  us  go  hence  to  lAe  prosecution  of  our  driitiaK  xxvfi^- 
if  we  be  really  what  we  profess  to  be,  we  shall  find  that  that  warfaR 
vain  imagination,  and  that  its  prosecution  calls  for  much  deciswn,  * 
and  perseverance.  Spending  a  Sabbath,  it  is  true,  in  the  house  of  G^ 
surrottnding  for  a  time  the  communion  table,  we  occasionally  fed  a  ■ 
had  done  with  aini — every  other  source  of  enjoyment,  except  the  Divine  &< 
sinks  into  insignificance — 'we  resolve  to  live  to  thv  glory  of  Him  wb«| 
Himself  for  us,  and  instinctively  exclaim,  Lord,  what  wilt  Thoe  h*«  ' 
do  T     Blessed  be  tite  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jew  (> 

The  williDg  eoiA  wonld  stay 
la  such  n  fmiDe  u  this, 

To  realma  of  endleBS  blias. 

But  WB  are  not  yet  in  heaven,  and  are  in  many  respects  very  i^*^ 
for  its  holy  and  happj  abodes.  Much  datkness  must  be  lesovti  '' 
an  unhallowed  passion  must  be  subdued,  much- that  is  carnal  in  otio^ 
spiritualized,  and  much  that  is  nowfbrdgn  to  us  must,  be  natanli*^'"' 


bosom,  ere  we  be  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  aaints 
io  light;  and  to  make  our  way  to  that  inheritance,  amid  the  depravity  and 
manifold  temptations  within  and  around  us,  will  occasion  many  a  painful  and 
desperate  struggle.  We  look  to  the  right  hand,  and  lo !  a  class  of  sincere 
Christians ;  but,  ah  I  how  unlike  in  many  things  to  their  Divine  Master, 
and  th«r  bnmbte  holy  profession  I  They  are  struggling  with  prMe,  the 
master  passion  of  the  human  heart — a  remaiidng  unsubduedness  oi  spirit, 
which,  although  hated,  and  prayed  and  watched  against,  is  ever  displaying 
itself,  at  once  to  their  own  annoyance,  the  inconvenience  of  others,  and  the 
sore  detriment  of  the  religion  they  profess. — We  turii  to  the  left,  and  lo !  a 
second  class  beaet  wiA  vainglory  and  (he  love  of  human  appl^uee,  which 
debase  the  principles  &om  which  they  act,  becloud  their  fellowship  with  their 
Father  in  heaven,  and  they  wonder  and  re-wonder  that  they  care  so  much 
Cor  that  which  is  more  frequently  erroneous  than  just,  which  is  evanescent 
and  unsatisfactory  as  a  dream  of  the  night. — There  rises  before  me  a  third 
claas,  labonring  under  a  timidity  of  character  most  inconsistent  in  itaelf,  and 
detrimental  to  their  soul's  best  interests.  They  are  not  ashamed  of  their 
Lord, — nay,  nothing  is  more  in  unison  with  their  moat  secret  and  cherished 
feelmgs  than  the  devotion  of  the  Apostle, — God  forbid  that  I  should  glory, 
eave  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  But  they  want  decision  and 
firmness ;  they  cannot  go  forward  in  the  strsighc  line  of  duty ;  they  resolve 
and  re-resolve,  advance  and  then  withdraw  ;  and  this  timidity  in  the  cause 
oftheir  Master  is  a  subject  of  continual  grief  and  depression  of  mind,  and 
iian  immense  barrier  in  their  heavenward  progress. 

We  turn  from  these,  and  lo!  a  fourth  class.  But  what  shall  we  say  of 
Ihem?  They  are  so  unlike  heirs  of  glory,  that  we  are  puzded  to  discern 
marks  of  their  celestial  citizenship.  Tliey  are  cartful  and  troubled  about  mani/ 
(Itnjr — pressed  down  with  worldly-mindedness — that  common  and  grovelling 
passion  which  is  destroying  the  energies  and  exhausting  the  very  Kfe-blopd 
of  the  fchrislian  Church — and  so  feebly  do  they  struggle  against  it,  that  we 
should  pronounce  them  of  the  earth,  earthy,  were  it  not  for  their  incessanft 
complaint  and  prayer  in  private:  " My  soul  cleaveth  to  the  dust:  quicken 
Thou  me,  according  to  l^y  word." — Who  are  these,  again,  who  fight  as  if 
they  fought  not — oppressed  with  a  dulnets  imd  lan^or  of  spirit  which  may 
be  traced  to  many  causes — some  of  them  corporeal,  but  many  of  ^hem  having- 
Ihdr  ori^n  in  the  low  state  of  religion  in  the  soul  ?  Mark  them  I  They  read 
as  though  they  read  not ;  they  pray  as  though  they  prayed  not ;  the  hosan- 
nahs  of  the  sanctuary  languish  on  their  tongues ;  and  how  seldom,  oh,  how 
seldom,  do  they  get  into  the  spirit  of  David,  when  he  said,  "My  soul  followeth 
hard  after  G^! "  How  deplorable,  unfruittVil,  unhappy,  and  dangerous  thdr 
condition  I 

Pass  we  to  a  sixth  class.  It  is  time  enough  to  meet  them  in  heaven. 
They  exhibit  an  irritabilily  of  temperament  scarcely  ever  at  rest,  and  carry 
into  their  families,  and  into  the  circles  with  which  they  mingle,  such  mis-  , 
chief,  that,  but  for  their  retirements,  you  would  pronounce  them  destitute- 
of  the  spirit  of  the  religion  they  profess.  "Follow  them  there,  and  many  a 
sigh  Ih  heaved — many  a  tear  is  shed — many  a  prayer  ofiered  up,  against 
this  besetting  sin,  and  that  the  peace  of  God  may  take  possession  of,  and 
reign  in,  their  souls.  But  where,  brethren — where  should  wo  stop  in  sucb 
illustrations  T  for  varied  as  are  the  situations  of  Christians— -varied  as  are 
their  peculiar  temperaments,  and  duties,  and  trials — so  varied  is  the  spiritual 

TOofliet  they  are  called  to  maintain.     We  have  noticed  chiefly  the  enemies 

that  are  within  ns ;  and  yet  these  form  but  a  portion  of  tbat.mjghty  phalanx 
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that  oppose  our  progreas  to  heaven.  We  look  aronnd,  above,  beneath;  and 
lo !  here  the  world,  with  its  employments,  its  enjoyments,  and  amuaements, 
—there  the  lust  of  (he  flesh,  -the  lust  of  the  «ye,  and  the  pride  of  life  ;  and 
here,  there,  everywhere,  the  great  enemy  of  souls  stands  up  to  oppose  ns: 
for  what  saith  the  sacred  record  1  "  We  wrestle  not  against  Eesh  and  blood, 
but  against  principalities  and  powers ;  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  ' 
this  world;  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places."  Depend  upon  it, 
it  is  no  trifling  matter  to  resist  and  to  conquer  such  a  host  of  such  enemies,  | 
and,  against  them  all,  to  make  our  way  to  eternal  glory.  But  what  then? 
Ave  we  to  Bit  down  in  despondency,  or  give  way  to  inaction  or  despair? 
Ko  i  arise,  let  us  go  hence,  as  giants  refreshed  with  new  wine ;  but  re- 
member that  the  spiritual  conflict  must  be  carried  on  with  vigilance  and 
perseverance,  and  with  an  entire  dependence  on'  Divine  aid.;  and  without 
these  we  have  no  hope  of  success.  Without  vigilance,  we  shall  continue 
strangers  to  the  state  of  our  own  souls  before  God,  and  the  number,  and  the 
subtlety,  and  the  strength,  of  the  spiritual  enemies  with  whom  we  are  Eur- 
Tounded ;  and,  if  any  progress  is  to  be  made,  we  must  look  well  to  the  state 
of  the  inner  man  of  the  heart,  and  watch  carefully  that  heart's  dispositions) 
and  feelings,  and  purposes.  N^ever,  never  palliate  sin,  nor  speak  of  it  ratl^er 
as  the  misfortune  than  the  fault  of  human  nature  ;  nay,  ,drag  from  their  re-  ! 
cesses,  and  set  in  the  light  of  God's  word,  those  secret  sins  which  so  easily  ' 
beset  us,  and  never  rest  until,  by  Sis  grace,  they  are  subdued.  As  this 
warfare  must  be  prosecuted  with  vigilance,  so  must  vigour  and  perseverance 
characterize  all  our  exertions;  for  our  enemies  are  such  as  will  never  give 
'W^  without  desperate  resistance,  and,  it  may  be,  a  serious  and  protracted 
struggle.  They  are  many— they  are  insidious — they  .are  pow^ul — they 
follow  us  to  the  family,  to  the  church,  to  the  ordinary  walks  of  life;  aod 
ilee  we  from  them  to  the  closet,  even  there  we  are  not  alone.  Alone  1  nay, 
does  it  not  appear  as  if  there,  even  there,  will  be  found  the  head-quarters 
of  the  enemy,  the  assemblage  of  all  that  can  distract,  or  darken  our  views, 
or  alarm  our  fears,  and  assimilate  us  to  the  spirit  of  evil,  or  chain  us  down 
to  his  Satanic  sway  T  and  many  a  time  and  ofl  are  we  ready  to  exclaim  with 
David,  "  I  shall  one  day  perish  by  the  hand  of  SauL"  But  no,  my  friends, 
no.  Let  us  be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  His  might.  Let  as 
quit  us  like  men  ;  and  we  can  do  so  only  by  taking  to  ourselves  the  whole 
armour  of  God.  We  must  be  girt  about  with  truth — that  is.  Christian  sin- 
cerity. It  must  characterize  all  our  devotional  services,  all  our  transactions 
between  God  and  the  soul,  all  our  intercourse  with  our  fellow-men,  and  all 
our  efforts  to  resist  what  is  evil.  We  must  put  on  the  breastplate  of  right- 
eousness— that  is,  personal  holiness  ;  for  any  indulgence  in  known  sin  will 
break  the  right  hand  of  our  strength,  and  we  shall  fall  before  every  tempU- 
iioD.  Our  feet  must  be  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  Gospel  of  peace, 
or  we  must  cultivate  and  manifest  that  preparedness  of  heart,  of  mind,  and 
of  conscience,  for  duty,  and  trial,  and  conflict,  which  the  Gospel  of  peace, 
and  it  alone,  can  implant  and  cherish.  Above  all,  must  we  take  the  shield  ot 
faith, — faith  in  the  Divine  record  as  the  word  of  God— faith  in  the  atonement 
and  intercession  of  the  Redeemer — faith  in  the  wisdom,  and  benevoli^nce, 
and  rectitude  of  the  Divine  dispensations — faith  in  the  unseen  realities  of 
the  eternal  world  to  which  we  are  hastening ;  and  if  this  be  calmly,  and 
steadily,  and  skilfully  employed  as  a  shield,  we  shall  be  able  to  quendi  all 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  wi<^ed  one.  Then  we  have  the  helmet  of  salvalioo, 
and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God — praying  always  with 
all  prayer  and  supplication  in  the  spirit,  and  watching  thereunto  with  all 
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peraeTerance.  And  shall  we  &il  in  all' this  T  No,  my  frienda,  we  are  en- 
gaged in  no  fanciful,  or  vain,  or  hopeless  straggle ;  for  the  sanctjfication  and 
final  triumph  of  the  believer  are  as  firmly  secured  as  his  juatification.  These 
'  are  inseparably  connected— connected  in  the  purpose  and  promise  of  God, 
and  in  the  work  of  the  Bedaemer ;  and  come  to  nought  these  tnuet,  ere  any 
who  commit  themselves  to  Him,  and  follow  where  He  leads,  finally  fall 
before  the  power  of  Hb  enemies  and  theirs. 

Arise,  then,  let  us  go  hence  to  the  prosecution  of  our  Christian  warfare ; 
for  greater  is  He  that  is  for  us  than  all  that  can  be  against  us.  Onr  enemies 
are  His  enemies.  He  hath  encountered,  He  hath  conquered,  He  hath 
triumphed  over  them  all,  He  hath  led  captivity  captive ;  and  when  at  any 
time  confounded  by  the  number,  amazed  at  the  malignity,  ready  to  sink 
under  the  influence  of  our  spiritual  enemies,  let  us  take  refuge  in  Him  as 
the  Cf^tiun  of  our  salvation,  and  He  will  fulfil,  in  our  happy  experience, 
His  own  declaration  and  promise,  "  My  grace  shall  be  sufficient  for  you. 
Unto  him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  Me  in  My  throne,  even 
as  I  also  overcame,  and  am  set  down  with  My  Father  in  His  throne." 
.  IIL  Arise,  let  us  go  hence  to  meet  all  the  dispensatiom  of  Divine  Providence 
Hat  way  He  be/ore  w,  whether  these  be  pleasing  or  painful,  prosperons  or  ad- 
Teree.  In  the  history  of  not  a  few  these  diapeneatione  may  be  drawing  to  a 
dose :  their  pilgrimage  has  been  a  chequered  one,  but  it  is  now  nearly 
^hed,  and  they  have  the  immediate  prospect  of  joining  the  "ransomed  of 
lie  Lord,  who  have  come  to  Zion  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their 
lieada."  How  different,  oh,  how  different  the  situation  of  others !  Maeh 
luive  they  already  passed  throngh,  and  much  may  yet  lie  before  them ;  and 
the  mind,  ever  prone  to  dwell  On  the  dark  side  of  the  picture,  anticipates 
CTil,  and  only  evil,  and  is  ready  to  give  way  to  depression  or  despondency. 
Ariee,  and  go  hence !  siuth  on&:  how  can  I ;  oh,  how  cfui  IT  It  is  the 
hlhw  of  a  numerous  family,  whose  whole  life  has  been  a  struggle  against 
poverty  and  calamity,  and  who  cannot  look  on  the  objects  of  his  afiection 
ntbout  trembling  anxiety,  for  his  mind  is  oppressed  with  the  prospects  he 
funks  he  sees  before  them.  If  I  am  taken  away  or  disabled,  what  a  scene 
of  destitution,  and  helplessness,  and  misery  !  How,  O  how  can  t  go  hence, 
eicltums  a  second,  to  meet  what  may  lie  before  me  1  It  is  the  mother  of  a 
delicate  family,  whose  hours,  and  days,  and  months  of  ceaseless  watching 
and  anxiety  no  one  can  estimate.  Again  and  again  has  she  been  at  the 
grate's  mouth,  and  she  trembles  to  think,  it  may  he,  the  grave  is  about  to 
open  once  more.  She  has  been  in  the  Church  and  at  the  table  of  the  Lord 
to  calm  her  anxieties ;  and  how,  0  how  can  she  go  hence  !  Is  there  not  a 
third  in  failing  health  himself?  He  shrinks,  he  nervously  shrinks  from  what 
lies  before  him ;  and  he  anticipates  wearisome  days  and  nights — a  long 
period  of  poverty,  neglect,  and  suffering.  He  knows  his  own  weakness, 
and  keenly  does  be  apply  to  himself  Uie  question,  "  If  ihou  hast  run  with 
tne  footmen,  and  they  have  wearied  thee,  then  how  canst  thou  contend  with 
horses ;  and  if  In  the  land  of  peace,  wherein  thou  trostedst,  they  wearied 
Ihee,  then  what  wilt  thou  do  in  the  swellings  of  Jordan?"  But  there  ia  no 
end  to  anticipation  B  of  evil — some  of  them  real,  some  imaginary;  and  the 
dot}'  of  a  Christian  is  to  commit  all  to  his  Father  in  heaven,  and  to  go  forth 
ealmly,  resignedly,  to  meet  all  Divine  arrangements,  whatever  they  may  be, 
and  to  be  anxious  only  for  this,  that  all  be  turned  to  a  practical  account. 
^riw,  then,  let  us  go  hence,  to  meet  all  that  lies  before  us ;  and  let  us  do  so 
as  thoee  who  are  under  the  guidance,  and  protection,  and  blessing  of  Him 
inioae  wisdom  never  errs,  whose  kindness-  never  injures,  and  whose  power* 
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»on«  ean  r&AA  or  control.  What!  doei  not  ottr  experience  tdl  ns  tliftt  we 
frequently  anticipate  evils  that  never  overtake  iiaT  and  have  we  never 
learned  tiifl  Bible  doctrine,  "Snffident  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof T" 
"  Be  careful  for  nothing ;  bat  in  everything  by  prayer  aad  aupplication,  witli  ' 
thank^ving,  let  yonr  reqoeat*  be  made  knownnnto-  Glod."  What !  do  we 
believe  that  even  a  aparrow  fhlleth  nvt  to  the  ground  without  His  notice, 
and  that  the  very  hairs  of  our  head  are  all  nnmbered;  and  can  we  donht 
that  a  special  providence  attends  ns  and  oars  1  IVhat !  ean  we  commit  to  i 
the  Bedeemer  the  immortal  soul  fbr  time  and  for  eternity,  with  all  ita  in- 
lereste  of  unspeakable  importance;  and  can  we  not  commit  to  Him  the 
mortal  part, — the  history  of  the  few  fleeting  years  which  paas  as  a  tale  that 
is  told?  "Ha  who  spared  not  His  own  Son,  Irat  delivered  Him  up  for  at 
all,  how  shall  He  not  with  Him  abo  freely  give  us  all  thingsl"  Whatl  da 
we  not  glory  in  God's  gracioos  covenant  of  redeeming  mercy ;  and  sb^I  we 
fot^t  one  qiecial  and  prominent  part  of  that  covenant,  "  All  things  ^all 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  Him :  I  will  never  leave  thee ;  no, 
never,  never  forsake  theet" 

Above  all,  call  to  remembraHee  the  example  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the 
(^rcnmstances  in'which  He  stood  when  He  nttered  the  words  of  onr  text: 
"  Arise,  let  us  go  hence."  It  waa  with  Qetlisemane — the  ^nny — tfce  bloody 
sweat — the  croae  imme^tely  in  view  ;  and  yet  hear  the  language  of  our 
benignant  Lord  :  "  Father,  if  it  be  poBsiUe,  let  this  rap  pass  I'rom  Me ;  yet 
not  My  will,  but  Thine  be  done."  "  The  cup  which  My  Father  hath  given 
Me,  shall  I  not  drink  itf  Z  have  a  liaptism  to  be  baptized  with ;  and  how  am 
I  straitened  till  it  be  aocomplished  !"  Oh  for  a  large  portion  of  this  sprit 
and  grace  to  follow  this  example,  and  then  all  will  be  well  I  Arise,  then, 
brethren,  let  us  go  hence  to  meet  all  the  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence, 
whatever  these  may  be  :  they  are  wise,  they  are  holy,  they  are  benignant 
May  they  accomplish  their  glorious  object,  and  make  ns  partakers  of  God'i 
holineas ! 

lY.  Arise,  let  ua  go  hence  U>  deoA  andgiory.  Tee,  not  only  to  death,  bat 
to  gloiy ;  for  it  is  the  great  object  of  th^  Captain  of  our  salvation  to  lead 
many  sons  to  gl<Hry,-»to  a  glorions  place — the  palace  of  Gtod'a  kingdom— 
the  temple  of  His  worship — the  home  of  His  redeemed  femily,— to  a  ^oiions 
state,  even  that  of  perfect  knowledge,  and  purity,  and  blessedness, — to  a 
glorious  fellowship,  "  an  innumerable  company  of  angek,  the  genmiJ  as- 
sembly and  church  of  the  first-htnn  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to 
God  the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect." 


CHRISTIAN  CHIU)LIKENESS. 
Chbistuiiit7  difiers  from  all  other  religions  in  being  not  merely  a  system, 
but  a  liie.  It  must  be  lived  as  well  as  believed;  and  thus  it  demands  a 
complete  change  of  character  and  disposition  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
persuaded  of  its  truth,  and  who  desire  to  be  regarded  as  something  more 
than  Christians  in  name.  The  old  religions  of  Greece  and  Rome  consislcd 
exclusively  of  an  outward  system  c^  worship.  They  taught  no  Divine  doe- 
trinee ;  they  required  no  transformation  of  heart ; — nothing  that  bore  the 
smallest  resemblance  to  Christian  convereion.  The  Grecian  philosn^her 
might  perform  the  customary  religious  rites,  and  be  regarded  as  sufficiently 
devout  without  losing  that  pride  of  reason,  that  hauteur  of  class,  that  hi^ 
contempt  lor  the  poor  and  uneducated,  which  formed  the  unamiable  oharac- 
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ty  IB  not  Batisfied  wiA 
the  BQbjection  of  tfa« 
obedience  of  the  loring 
h  was  finelj  illuBtnted 
I  of  His  disciples,  and, 
,  humility,  and  ingenu- 
emulation  -waa  to  the 
lid  to  them  in  effect — 
MtneBS  in  the  kingdom 
eking  shows  thai  yon 
hed  the  self-renuneia'- 
om.  Here  is  joar  pat- 
.  beautiful  type  of  the 
I,  humility  is  greatncaai 
;  ia  the  greatest  man.'^ 
eptiTeoesB  and  nnpres- 
ies  and  obecorations  ot 
npression.  It  receives 
as  the  unruffled  mirror 
that  grow  around  ita 
ke  summer  aky.  Thus 
I  desires  to  receive  the 
lide  all  dogmatism  and 
'  one  who  for  the  first 
be  willing  to  acknow- 
nay  feel  the  power  and 
knowledge  cannot  be 
plete  cleatising  of  the 
sven,  as  a  great  meta- 
Iren  to  enter  into  the 


]  in  heart,  in  tmstfiil- 
in  humility,  and  in 

'hat  more  divine  than 
bat  more  mouminl  in 
to  know  or  to  do  what 
guidance  and  support, 
land,  and  imitating  his 
it  must  the  Christian 
iibmissiveness  must  he 
■everential  heart  omit 
tfulness  is  what  tbeo- 
severe  to  be  endured, 
under  thought  would 
rusts  the  most  has  the 
i  to  real  manhood  all 

Jie  atmosphere  which 

There  is  something 

;  affection  of  a  child. 
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It  ia  the  sweet  odour  of  tfaa  budding  heart,  the  welling  ligfat  of  the  trema- 
lous  star  fresh  from  the  hand  of  God.  With  a  eimilar  puritj  and  potency 
of  spiritual  love,  the  Christian  leans  upon  the  arm  of  God.  He  knowB 
that,  though  he  could  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  though 
he  understood  all  mysteries  and  all  knowledge,  he  would  be  nothing,  and 
possess  nothing,  if  he  wanted  love.  The  alfection  of  the  child  for  bis 
&ther  is  instinctive — he  never  thinks  of  motives.  But  a  thousand  moUvea 
rush  in  upon  the  heart  of  the  Christian,  and  break  up  the  fountains  of  his 
gratitude.  "  How  can  I  love  an  infinite  and  invisible  Spirit  T "  says  the 
self-seeking  theorist,  who  cannot  understand  what  is  meant  bj  a  religion  of 
the  heart.  How  can  you,  love,  we  maj  reply,  the  friend  you  never  sawi 
but  whose  benevolence  you  have  experienced}  How  can  your  heart  still 
yearn  after  the  beaming  child  whom  the  angel  of  death  led  from  yooi 
home  two  summers  ago,  and  whose  soil  eyes  you  cannot  reach  in  the  grave 
to  "  clear  them  from  tiie  dust  f  "  If  you  can  love  the  unseen  benefactor  or 
child,  why  not  also  the  unseen  God  ?  Has  not  God,  moreover,  become  man, 
led  a  human  life,  shed  human  tears,  borne  the  burden  of  human  woes,  and 
displayed  such  patience  under  suffering,  such  blended  strength  and  heaulj 
of  character,  that  sternest  men  have  wondered  and  wept  over  tbe  umple 
record  of  His  deeds,  and  loved  Him  with  a  love  that  deepened  as  it  flowed! 
"  God  is  love  ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in 

Besides  purity  and  depth,  expansiveness  .is  a  characteristic  of  young 
affection.  The  child  does  not  turn  the  sunny  aide  of  hb  nature  to  the 
home-circle  merely,  and  arrest, a  rippling  smile  in  midflow  when  a  stranger 
appears.  He  looks  upon  all  men  bA  bo  many  reflections  of  his  father,  and 
his  father's  friends  are  his  familiars.  Thus  expansive  is  the  ChrietJaD's 
love.  The  everlasting  Father  is  the  centre  of  his  system ;  then  succeeds 
the  whole  family  of  the  faithful ;  and,  lastly,  bis  love  extends  to  those  who 
are  sUll  sitting  in  ni|:ht,  when  "  in  God's  ripe  fields  the  da;  is  cried."  His 
grand  charter  of  equality  and  universal  brotherhood  is  the  Book  of  God. 
The  common  distinctions  of  society  he  recognises  at  once  to  be  arbitrarj 
and  unreal.  He  knows  that  all  are  the  children  of  one  Father,  and  that 
their  common  interests  are  identical;  and,  viewed  in  the  light  of  such  high 
thoughts,  tbe  rich  and  poor,  the  simple  and  tbe  wise,  are  melted  into  one 
equal  mass.  Why  should  riches,  he  is  ready  to  exclaim,  confer  superiority, 
or  intellectual  power  lead  to  haughty  isolation}  Is  not  every  man  tbe 
"  accident  of  an  accident  \  "  Might  not  tbe  noble  have  been  a  beggar,  and 
the  philosopher  a  foolt  Though  I  possessed  all  the  powers  and  perfections 
of  an  ideal  Omniarch,  what  reason  could  I  have  to  boast,  or  to  stand, 
muffled  in  the  mantle  of  vanity,  apart  from  the  living  worldl  My  wisdom 
would  be  but  foolishness  in  the  sight  of  Qod.  My  power  would  not  sur- 
pass the  strength  of  the  faith  that  can  remove  mountains,  and  overcome  all 
opposition.  Such  expansive  emotions  animated  the  hearts  of  the  first  con- 
verts to  the  Christian  faith,  when  they  had  all  things  in  common — when 
unity  of  belief  produced  unity  of  love,  thought,  and  action — when  the 
brotherly-kindness  of  all  ranks  and  classes  made  even  the  fierce  persecntor 
pause  with  wonder — when  the  "  Roman  lady  and  the  negro  slave  partook 
wine  and  bread  from  the  same  table,  and  sat  together  at  tlie  feet  of  the 
Syrian  tent-maker." 

The  Christian  must  likewise  be  childlike  in  bomility.  "  Whosoever  shall 
humble  himself  as  this  little  child,  tbe  same  is  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven."  Howrevolutionary  the  teaching  of  the  Son  of  God  I   How  opposed 
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to  the  old  precepts  of  philosophy,  and  the  practice  of  philosophers !  How 
alien  to  the  natural  pride  of  the  heart  I  So  opposed  is  this  prime  principle 
of  flie  Christian  religion — this  true  fonndation  of  moral  greatness — to  all  the 
KJDceplions  of  the  natural  man,  that  humility  found  no  place  in  the  BjBtems 
of  the  heathen  philosophers.  It  was  not,  in  their  estimation,  a  virtue  hut  a 
defect — not  the  distinguishing  mark  of  a  great  but  of  an  ignoble  mind. 
"Jesus  Christ,"  says  Pascal,  "is  a  Ciod  to  whom  we  approach  without 
pride,  and  before  whom  we  are  humbled  without  despair."  This  is  the  true 
conception  of  Christ,  and  the  condition  of  the  real  disciple.  The  humility 
of  the  .Christian  is  the  humility  of  love,  not  the  humility  of  fear.  It  is  the 
attitude  the  soul  naturally  assumes  when  pervaded  by  intense  love — the 
altitude  of  trust,  of  gratitude,  of  adoration.  Humility — it  is  taught  us  by 
tbe  patience  of  sainis,  the  meekaese  of  martyrs,  the  submisaiveness  of  the 
strong ;  by  the  prayers  of  childhood,  by  the  hymns  of  all  holy  singers,  by 
the  touched  lips  of  ancient  seers;  by  the  veiled  faces,  the  ceaseless  adorations, 
and  sevenfold  halleliyahs  of  seraphs  and  archangels;  above  all,  by  the  divine 
eismple  of  Christ,  who  shunned  dbplay  though  possessing  all  power,  who 
waa  majestic  in  manners  and  when  humblest  most  divine  1 

Cbildlike  earnestness  must,  in  fine,  characterize  the  Christian.  The  child 
does  not  know  the  meaning  of  hypocrisy  ;  he  cannot  deceive.  His  love  is 
real,  his  truatfulneSBis  true;  and  he  is  ardent  and  sincere  in  their  expression. 
Similar  ardour  and  sincerity  the  Christian  mnst  manifest,  and  will  manifest,  if 
Ur  virtues  already  specified  hare  a  real  existence  in  bis  heart.  Where  these 
k  not  truly  exist,  it  is  impossible  that  earnestness  can  be  found.  Farrbasius 
painted  a  curtain  with  each  delicacy  of  touch  that  another  artist  of  almost 
equal  genius  imagined  it  to  be  real,  and  requested  him  to  remove  the  veil  from 
liiicanvas,  that  thelast  product  of  his  art  might  be  revealed.  In  like  manner, 
it  is  possible  for  the  hypocrite  to  exhibit  a  mock  humility,  a.  painted  piety, 
M  like  reality  that  even  the  most  sagacious  Christians  may  be  deceived. 
Bat  no  one  can  make  a  counterfeit  earnestness  pass  current  for  the  true. 
Itironld  melt  like  frostwork  before  the  fire  of  trial.  Hypocrisy  is  a  mimicry 
of  passive  graces,  not  of  active  energies  and  burning  zeal.  When  Ohrie-^ 
Uanity  has  entire  possession  of  a  man,  it  makes  him  feel  with  tenfold  force 
&t  earnestness  and  reality  of  life  ;  it  gives  him  a  strength  which  no  diffi- 
culties can  ^aunt,  a  courage  which  no  dangers  can  appal. 

Let  UB  never  forget  that  we  must  ask  in  order  to  receive  the  childlike 
spirit.  Prayer  is  power.  There  is  a  conquering  strength  in  the  kneeling 
kn««.  The  first  step  in  the  descent  from  self  is  tbe  first  step  in  the  ascent 
to  heaven,— the  first  step  on  the  divine  pilgrimage  to  that  holy  city  where 
happiness  becomes  blessedness,  and  humility  becomes  holiness ;  where  the 
poor  in  spirit  reign  as  kings,  and  where  a  grand  equality  prevails  among 
the  cherubim  who  know  and  the  seraphim  who  adore. 

D.G. 


ASPECTS  OF  THE  WOREING  OF  THE  VOLUNTARY 
PRINCIPLE. 

It  is  sometimes  much  easier  to  explain  a  principle  than  to  defend  it.  Tou 
loay  define  and  describe  it  in  simple  terms.  Illustrations  expressive  and 
appropriate  are  at  hand,  but  conclusive  arguments  are  not  quite  so  acces- 
sible. This  is  sometimes  the  case  with  a  principle  by  no  means  despicable  in 
^^-    Good  men  adopt  it  and  reduce  it  to  practice.     Beuevolence  bespeaks 
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for  it,  if  not  the  moat  cordial  reception,  at  least  the  meet  gentle  treatment ; 
and  jet,  when  brought  within  tiie  graap  of  an  importi^  logic,  it  ma;^  be 
Homewhat  roughly  bitadl«d. 

This  msj  be  deenad  a  hard  iate.  It  is,  no  doabt,  painfiil  for  the  ad- 
herents of  a  principle,  beanti&I  in  the<»7  and  heneficial  in  aim,  to  be  at  h 
loss  for  sound  arguments  in  its  defence.  But  there  is  a  harder  mte  still.  It 
may  sometimes  happen  that  a  principle  is  more  easily  defended  than  ex- 
iJaincdj  and  this,  some  are  tempted  to  suppose,  ia  the  vfery  position  in 
which  the  Voluntary  prinoipte  has  the  misfortune  to  be  ]^oed.  The 
defence  of  this  principle  is  at  once  uniple  and  salisfectory.  ArgunMnts  are 
neither  &r  to  seek  nor  difScnlt  to  apply.  It  ia  merely  the  golden  rule  in 
one  of  its  most  important  aspect ;  and  in  addition  to  the  high  ground  of 
Divine  law,  reason,  hietory,  and  experience  may  b©  appealed  to  with  con- 
fidence and  success. 

Keep  by  the  principle  itself,  and  there  is  no  want  «f  unity ;  its  explana- 
tJon  is  as  easy  as  its  defence.  There  are,  however,  tfain^  connected  wili 
the  working  of  the  Tohintarf  princtf^  which,  tboti^  forming  no  part  of  it, 
have  oflen  been  identified  with  it;  and  it  is  this  unwarranted  introduction 
of  these  foreign  elements  into  the  system  iUelf  to  which  all  the  diversity  of 
opinion,  and  nui^  of  ^le  ant^thy  by  which  Voluntaryism  has  been 
attended,  may  he  traced.  The  oligect  of  the  following  remarks  is  to  remove 
this  injurious  and  Dnneceasary  burden. 

The  Voluntary  principle  does  not  lessen  th«  mend  and  social  obligations 
of  either  individuids  or  communities.  Among  the  oppon«)t9  of  this  prin- 
ciple, there  are  some  who  reason  and  declaim  as  if  it  *d.  This  ia  not  to  be 
wondered  at  when,  even  among  its  Bopporteis,  there  are  many  whose  words 
and  actions  are  in  keeping  with  this  perverted  notion.  Apart  ftx>m  religion 
altogether,  indrviduals  have  sometimes  been  found  entertaining  such  absord 
ideas  of  Voluntaryism,  as  to  refose  compliuice  with  the  regulations  d 
societies  with  which  they  have  connected  themselves,  on  the  ground  that 
they  are  Voluntaries,  and  will  not  be  compelled.  What  some  have  held  np 
to  ridicule  as  the  working  of  the  Vehmtary  priiu^e,  is  nothing  more  than  Uie 
result  of  this  foolish  and  perverted  notioa  of  Voluntaryism.  In  some  oon- 
gregations  there  are  members  who  neglect  their  duty  in  giving  for  the  eaun 
of  God.  They  give  not  as  God  has  pbospbbed  them,  but  as  they  fell  «- 
cUned.  Tell  tfaem  that  their  contributions  come  short  of  their  due  proportion 
— tliat  if  others  were  acting  as  they  do,  religious  ordinances  could  not  be 
maintained  at  home,  and  the  heathen  abroad  would  be  left  to  perish — and 
what  is  their  defencet  It  is  not  inability.  It  is  not  that  the  ordloascea 
of  religion  are  unworthy  of  snpport,-  or  the  conversion  of  sonla  a  matter  oi 
little  moment.  Th«r  defence  is  this  t  "We  are  Voluntaries,  and  demand 
liberty  to  act  as  we  think  fit."  If  this  were  indeed  Voluntaryism,  it  is 
something  on  which  every  man  of  honour  would  be  entitled  to  look  with 
■  loathing  and  contempt.  A  man  is  not  a  Voluntary  when  he  gives  what  he 
pleases,  and  less  than  he  ought.  As  persons  of  this  stamp  withhold  theu 
due  proportion,  then  others,  who  are  perhaps  less  able  but  more  willing, 
must  make  up  for  their  deficioncy.  They  simply  refuse  to  pay  their  lafffiil 
debts,  and  consequently,  by  what  they  call  their  Vohmtaryism,  others  are 
COUPBixED  to  do  it  for  them.  This  ia  not  the  Voluntary  principle.  It  ^ 
not  even  the  "  working"  of  that  principle.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Christian 
to  "  honour  the  Lord  with  his  substance."  This  is  binding  as  a  general 
law  ;  and  there  are  special  engagements  by  which  thi  members  of  Churches 
become  specially  bound.    There  are  obligations  which  no  principle  claio* 
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The  law  for  th«  support  of 
two  di^rent  things,  bnt  they 
be  Voluntary  principle  tells  a 
licuUr  Charoh  or  not,  accord- 
i  it  does  Hot  interfere  with  the 
with  a  Charoh,  he  is  bound  to 
>ligatioii  osder  which  be  has 
ian  Church  invite  one  whom 
paeloT.  They  promise  to  give 
Fba  can  is  Toluntary.  T^eir 
T  voiuntarilg  bind  liemitlvts,  the 
est  degree,  relax  their  bonds. 

for  either  indiTiduals  or  com- 
V^oluntariea,  tliey  may  at  any 
le  a  lawftil  obligation.  The 
}w  a«de  hia  own  burden,  and 
iple  warrants  no  man  to  avail 
ot  fpve  for  tbeir  support  as  ha 
is  BOt  the  law  for  the  support 
his  by  another  law.  It  merely 
I  support  of  ordinances,  leaves 

winch  the  Great  Ilead  of  the 
leikts  ha,ve  endorsed, 
ire  with  financial  details  and 
ted  in  refercDce  to  liie  nuxfa  in 
sbould  be  made.  Some  have 
s  a  VM^tion  of  the  Voluntary 
Hinds  ore  no  doubt  sometimes 
to  believe  that  principle  has 
'the  Chriitian  Church  to  whom 
'be  mode  may  be  blamed  wh^i 
mdeed,  some  who  have  con- 
pews,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 

principle.  Thm,  however,  is 
pie  is.  The  practice  referred 
ent,  lawful  or  unlawful ;  but  it 
1  a  man  becomes  a  member  of 
Qaances  bas  been  adopted,  he 
I  DO  reason  to  complain.  la 
Ided  b^  his  own  free  deliberate 
>ecomes  a  member  of  a  Church 
a  oeitaln  iaum,  in  the  form  of 
«8.  There  gbii  be  no  violation 
vioosly  as  much  Volantaryism 
re  oan  be  in  any  otJier.  When 
e  his  contribution  in  this  form, 
B  a  &ee-will  ofiering  as  plainly 
itaryism  does  not  require  that 
idous,  irreigular,  or. impulsive.  ■ 
jraneoue  ^ving.  There  is  no 
jod  reasons  why  it  should  not. 
irvioe,  that  is  ocoaeioaally  ex- 
Dfidence  and  respect.    Much 


,J.ooglc 


222    ASPECTS  OF  TSBWOBKIKQ  OP  THE  VOLUHTAET  PEINCIPLE.    '_ 

tlterefore,  may  be  aaiA  in  &Tour  of  deriving  congHgatiaii&l  iacome  from  the 
aource  referred  to ;  but  the  object  we  have  in  view  is  not  to  advocate  any 
particular  mode  of  supporting  ordinances, — it  is  only  to  show  that  the  Volun- 
tary principle  has  nothing  to  do  with  mere  fintmcial  arrangemeQte.  On 
such  points  aa  these  Toluntaries  may  very  widely  diSer,  and  yet  maintain 
the  great  principle  of  religious  liberty  in  all  its  length  and  breadth. 

The  Voluntary  principle  can  in  no  way  curtail  the  prerogative  of  a 
Church  Court.  When  a  Synod  or  a  Presbytery  finds  it  proper  to  appoint 
the  giving  of  a  fixed  sum  for  a  particular  object,  the  alarm  has  sometimes 
been  raised  that  the  Voluntary  principle  is  in  danger.  Voluntary  sensi- 
bilities are  quickened.  Taxation,  aaseeament,  ratiag,  tax-gathering,  and 
similar  hateful  images,  present  themselves  in  their  moetre^ulsive  form.  The 
alarm  is  groundless.  If  a  Church  vohtntarikf  agrees  to  give  a  certain  Bam 
for  a  particular  object  once  a  year,  the  arrangement  is  as  much  in  accord* 
'  ance  with  the  Voluntary  principle  ob  an  agreement  to  give  an  annual  col- 
lection could  be.  There  is  no  interference  with  the  rights  of  conscience 
or  even  with  the  voluntary  nature  of  the  contribution  itaelf. 

The^ere  fact  that  a  sum  for  a  particular  object  is  fixed  and  definite,  can 
never  be  justly  regarded  as  an  infringement  of  the  Voluntary  principle.  If 
this  were  the  case,  it  would  be  a  thing  altogether  impracticable,  and  there 
could  not  be  a  Voluntary  Church  in  existence.  Voluntaryism  would  be 
trampled  under  foot  every  day,  and  in  all  directions.  The  minister's  stipend 
is  a  fixed  sum,  so  ia  the  remuneration  promised  to  others  by  whom  minor 
offices  are  held. 
,  As  there  is  no  violation  of  the  Voluntary  prindple  in  the  giving  of  a 
fixed  sum  for  a  special  purpose,  neither  is  this  principle  violated  ia  the  fact 
that  the  sum  has  been  fixed  and  appointed  by  a  Church  Court.  The  mem- 
bers of  a  Church  voluntarily  place  themselves  under  its  ofBce -bearers,  and 
voluntarily  continue  under  their  superintendence.  Ko  Church  Court,  unless 
aided  by  the  power  of  the  civil  magistrate,  can  violate  the  Voluntary  prin- 
ciple. Neither  Session,  nor  Presbytery,  nor  Synod,  can  invade  the  rights 
of  conscience,  even  in  reference  to  the  humblest  member  of  the  Chutch.  If 
you  feel  your  conscience  aggrieved  by  the  deed  of  a  Voluntary  Church 
Court,  you  can  renounce  its  jurisdiction,  without  either  incurring  persecu- 
tion, or  forfeiting  any  of  your  civil  rights.  It  may  not  always  be  expedient 
to  appoint  a  fixed  sum  for  a  particular  purpose.  It  would  be  dangerous 
policy  to  act  tyrannically  in  such  a  case ;  but  this  involves  the  Presbyterian 
and  not  the  Voluntary  principle.  Church  Court  assessments  may  be  right 
or  wrong,  but  the  Voluntary  principle  is  not  the  standard  by  which  they 
should  be  tried,  aud  it  is  a  subject  on  wliich  Voluntaries,  as  such,  have  no 
reason  to  dispute. 

The  Voluntary  principle  does  not  condemn  private  endowments.  Among 
Voluntaries  there  appears  to  be  a  great  want  of  unity  here.  The  Voluntary 
principle  condemns  State  endowments  without  reserve.  It  is  a  direct  viola* 
tion  of  this  principle  to  give  public  money  for  religious  purposes,  because 
in  a  mixed  community  this  cannot  be  done  without  invading  the  rights  of 
conscience.  Some  are  compelled  to  support  what  they  believe  to  he  the 
"  doctrine  of  devils,"  In  reference  to  private  endowments,  however,  the 
•  case  is  altogellier  difiTerent.  If  a  man  voluntarily  give  or  bequeath  a  cer- 
tain sum  to  aid  in  the  support  of  religious  ordinances,  the  deed  cannot  by 
any  possibility  be  regarded  as  an  infringement  of  Vduntaryisro.  On  the 
part  of  the  giver  or  testator  there  is  no  violation  of  conscience.  The  amowt 
of  the  donation  or  bequest  cannot  change  its  motive.    The  man  who  gives  a 
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large  sntn  in  the  form  of  an  endowment  for  a  special  religions  purpose,  is 
acting  aa  directly  in  accordance  with  the  Volufatary  principle  aa  the  man 
who  gives  a  small  weekly  or  annual  contribution. 

As  there  can  be  no  violation  of  the  Voluntary  principle  in  the  bestowing 
of  an  endowment,  bo  neither  can  there  be  any  in  ita  acceptance.  If  a 
Cbarch  voluntarily  accept  of  an  endowment  in  the  granting  of  which  there 
hai  been  no  violation  of  consdence,  it  ia  obviously  a  transaction  with  which 
the  Voluntary  principle  haa  nothing  to  do.  If  you  compel  a  Church  to 
accept  of  an  endowment  irom  any  aource,  then  you  violate  the  Voluntary 
priociple,  but  not  otherwise.  If  the  members  of  a  Church  have  a  conscien- 
tioDs  objection  to  an  endowment,  it  wonid  be  an  act  of  persecution  to  force 
it  on  their  acceptance  ;  but  this  ia  a  species  of  persecution  aboat  which  the 
world  baa  never  yet  been  troubled  with  many  complaints.  In  addition  to 
all  this,  there  ia  a.  fact  which  cannot  be  overlooked.  There  are  few  Volun-  ' 
taiy  Churches  where  endowmenta  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  do  not  already 
ensL  Church  property,  unencumbered  by  debt,  is  an  endowment.  Even 
in  congregations  of  no  great  extant,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  church 
proper^  worth  several  thousands  of  pounds.  What  can  this  he  called  but 
aa  endowment  T  Endowmenta,  even  from  unobjectionable  aource^,  may 
come  into  collision  with  the  Christian  duty  of  giving  to  the  cause  of  Qod, 
but  they  cannot  come  into  collision  with  the  Voruntary  principle.  Should 
Hch  endowments  become  ao  rich  as  to  deprive  the  memliers  of  a  Church  ot 
bt  opportunity  of  "  giving  aa  Giod  has  prospei'ed  them,"  they  would  be 
I'lijurious.  They  would  prove  an  incubus — an  apparent  help,  but  an  actual 
Jwg.  To  dealvrith  this,  however,  forms  no  part  of  the  Voluntary  principle} 
and  with  so  many  loud  and  pressing  demands  on  Christian  liberality,  it  is  a 
itale  of  things  about  which  there  ia  at  present  no  room  for  the  slightest 
^•prehension.  Here,  again,  Voluntaries  may  differ  in  opinion,  and  still 
rraiain  united  on  the  subject  of  Voluntaryism.  As  to  the  principle  itaelf, 
there  ia  no  want  of  unity ;  and  there  should  be  no  difficnhy  in  rendering 
'his  fact  apparent,  both  to  friend  and  foe.  Let  this  object  be  aimed  at,  and 
it  wilt  tend  to  promote  a  principle  destined  ultimately,  and  perhaps  ere  long, 
to  prevail  among  all^who  acknowledge  allegiance  to  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

E.B.  M. 


NINETEEN  YBAES  IN  POLYNESIA.* 

Messrs  TtiBNEE  and  N13BET,  having  com-  do;"  and  it  was  under  this  hlesaodin- 
rfeted  their  theological  education  at  the  apiration  that  tliese  young  men  were  aent 
Relief  Hall,  st^ed  from  England  in  out  to  reclaim  the  inhabitanfa  from  tlieir 
August  1840;  aa  ageats-of  the  London  heathen  and  aavage  condition,  and  to 
Mimonary  Society.  Their  destination  bring  them  into  the  fold  of  CliriHt.  There 
waa  Tajina,  an  ijand  in  the  New  Hehri-  were  several  interruptions  ;  and  it  was 
des,  not  more  than  twen^  miles  distant  not  till  June  1842  that  they  reached 
from  Eromanga,  where  John  Williams,  the  island  with  their  wives  and  a  brother 
with  hie  yoiing  friend  C.  HarnB,  had  missionary  of  some  experience  in  this 
been  murdered  m  the  preceding  Norem-  kind  of  jife,  who  woiid  remfun  with 
ba.  From  the  croes  is  still  heard  that  them  fOT  a  few  months.  A  friendly  re- 
prayer  rfbonndleas  mercy:  "Father,for-  ception  was  experienced,  and  they  were 
giTe  thein,  for  '^y  know  not  what  they  encouraged  to  commence  proceedings. 
*  Nineteen  Teare  in  Folvneeift :  UiBsionary  Life,  Travels,  and  Besearclies  in  the  lalands  of 
the  Puific    B;  the  Bev.  Otwrge  Tnniar,  of  the  London  Hiaefonar;  Society.    London ;  John 
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Obatxaetnoue  aooii,  liswaver,  preseiited  oppcnittonftf  thediBetse-tnakenmtaki 
themeelTCS.  Wbiletheirhouaewu build-  urauaed, — aclaesof penonsirhoieaemUB 
ing,thenatiT«8etoletoola,aiidByerythiii«  in  some  respects  the  tain-makera  of 
tbey  could  la;  thdr  haoda  upon ;  ana,  Africa,  who  are  looked  upon  as  a  kind 
to  do  them  iuatioe,  their  depredations  '  of  priests,  and  of  whose  power  the  na- 
were  etrictiy  impartial.  Awomancould  tivesUve  in  abject  terror.  An  epidemic 
not  go  to  a  well  for  a  mtcher  of  water  haTittf  bnAen  out,  the  nuHaionaries' 
-fri^oat  taking  her  haiHeiiold  goodi  upon  line  were  placed  in  immineat  pwil.  On 
ker  bade,  lest  some  one  dkonld  make  me  one  occasi(»),UrTiiiDeT  wftaonhiBknen  | 
with  them  daring  her  aetxeescj  absence,  prating,  and  a  man  grasped  his  club  wit^ 
This  evil  was  sooo  corrected,  b;f  the  use  both  hands,  ready  to  inflict  the  fatal 
of  lotJca  and  keys  upon  the  miasion  pre-  blow,  Mr  Niabet  witnessed  the  more- 
miaea.  The  hostile  feuda  between  the  ment,  and,  instead  of  kneeling  down, 
different  tribes,  which  were  almost  per-  remained  BtAn£ng,  and  kept  his  eje 
petuallj  raging,  proved  a.moetformid-  fixed  upon  him.  Oh  rstnraing  home 
ffMe  impediment  in  the  way  of  doing  from  the  village  where  this  had  oocumd, 
good.  War  was  the  normal  condition  the  same  young  man  wonld  have  flnng 
of  sodet;.  No  man  stirred  abioad  with-  a  stcme  weapon  at  Mr  Turner,  had  not 
ont  being  armed ;  nor  would  he  labour  an  old  woman  laid  hold  of  his  arm.  Qu 
an  hour  in  his  garden  without  his  anna  another  occasion,  when  Mr  Turner  was 
being  in  aght.  Deplorable,  indeed,  was  stooping  down  to  converse  with  a  dying 
theisolationoccasionedbytWewretcbed  man,  a  tomahawk  was  raised  Bp  tode- 
strifea.  Tanna  is  not  more  than  forty  Beend  on  his  head.  His  eye  eaaght  the  ' 
miles  in  circumference,  and  yet  there'  brightnesBof  tbeweapoD,and'theowDer, 
are  thiee  dialecta  in  it.  The  ndaaionaries  on  being  co[i£n>nt«d,  tm  oonf used,  and  ! 
eonld  not  go  four  or  gve  miles  from  their  made  a  pretext  m  U  feeling  ibe  eJge 
dwelling  without  the  aid  of-  an  intar-  with  hia  fingera.  A  fAot  had  bffin 
pret«r ;  and  not  only  did  they  meet  with  funned  to  murder  the  missionaries. 
a  strange  language,  but  with  hostile  A  crisis  was  evidently  approaching, 
tribes.  Undeterred,  however,  by  these  and  war  was  at  last  proclaimed  against 
considerations,  they  made  frequent  ex-  the  fri^idB  of  the  missianariea,  unless 
cursiwiB  of  mercy  beyond  the  friendly  lAey  wonld  deliver  them  np  to  death, 
district  in  which  th^  were  located,  that  The  friendly  natives  abated  an  bononraUe 
they  might  make  known  to  tiie  benighted  and  eourageoas  pait,  and  stood  pre- 
aavagta  the  way  of  salvation.  War  has  pared  to  d^end  them  at  all  hazards.  In 
enough  of  fearful  excitement  about  it  the  nussion-hoase  there  was  a  fowling- 
in  any  circumstances ;  but  how  much  piece,  which  had  been  brought  with  the 
greater  it  must  have  been  when  the  view  of  collecting  some  specimens  of 
bodies  of  the  slain  were  put  into  an  oven,  birds.  As  matters  then  stood,  it  vts 
and  thus  prepared,  were  made  use  of  for  nearly  equal  in  value  to  one  Armstrong 
food !  Frisoners,  too,  were  slaughtered  gun.  The  loan  of  it  was  again  and  again 
for  the  same  purpose.  It  was  in  this  besought.  The  poeition  was  embarraffi- 
manner  that  the  bodies  of  the  mnrtyred  ing.  Two  thousand  savag^  were  da- 
Williams  and  Harris  were  disposed  of.  mooring  for  their  blood.  That  fowling- 
And  behind  the  combat&nts  upon  afiehl  piece  would  have  dbpersed  them,  but 
of  battle,  the  women  are  always  seen  theodaaonarieBpreservedthdrintegrity. 
prowling  about,  and  making  what  pro-  As  th^  could  sot  empby  this  wc^ioii 
vision  they  could  for  the  horrid  laeal  thenHelvee  in  self-defence,  tlsy  ciwld 
which   rewards   the   victoiB  when    iba  not  snrread^  it  to  others  for  this  pi 


:  this  pu)- 
la  chief, 


ttrife  is  over.  '  pose.     '"It  is   for  you,'  said  ( 

A  jealous  feeling  sprung  np  against  '  Uiat  we  aie  fitting ;  we  are  driven ; 

tl)e  missionaries.     They  were  fcovigners ;  we    are    losing     our    plantaticaiB,    oui 

imd  the  ravages  of  disease  bad  been  more  houses,  and  our  lives.     Only  ooe  day 

severe  in  these  islands  since  white  men  more,  and  errerything  will  be  burned  on 

landed  npon  them.     That  the  fact  is  so,  to  thisho^.    You  mtut  let  us  have  that 

eannot  be  impi^^ied  ;  and,   unhappily,  gun.'.    We  ware  quite  decided,  and  im- 

nsuiy  Americans  and  Europeans  nave  mediaiely  replied,  'No;  ihe  .gun  you 

had  intercoarse  with  the  natives,  whoso  shall  not  have.    We  have  not  come  here 

owduct  was  anything  b»t  creditable  to  to  flght.    We  will  not,  we  dare  not,  let 

thehonourednamewhich theybore.  The  yonhaveit.    Do  not  ask  foritagain.' 


ib,Google 


in  Om  «rlj  part  of  ths  cU;,  I  LaTe  embraced 
the  opportunity  of  haTliiK  ■  cUss  wiUi  their 
wives.  TLe  mun  iDBtruclian  of  Uiem,  of 
oourae,  devolves  oa  the  ladies.    ■ 

"  A  Saturday  evening  prayer-meeting  in  the 
toatflntjojl  chapel  closes  toe  week;  and,  on 
this  ooca«ion,  the  etudenU  in  tarb  deliver  an 
i^dreea  in  the  beaiing  of  their  tulon.  Tlie 
BaUbath  is  ushered  in  b;  a  praycr-meetiDg  ut 
eIi  o'oloct  At  halt-poet  eight  there  ifl  the 
Inorning  servise,  which  is  attended  by  chnroh 
nemberB  and  others  from  ne^hbourlng  Til~ 
lageB,  forming  a  eoagTegatiou  of  about  400. 
At  ten,  all  the  members  of  the  institution  meet 
In  family  groups  for  prayer  and  oonveisation 
'about  the  sennon.  At  eleven,  the  ohildren 
hre  BSBembled  for  a  Siinday-Bohool,  At  two, 
there  is  an  aduU  BibIeH;Us8.  At  hiil[-ps«t 
.three,  an  afternoon  Berrice,  aftv  which  all 
again  meet  in  family  groursfor  family  prayw 
knd  conversation  about  the  sermon. 

"The  evening  is  also  spent  in  religions 
oonyersation,  Bcripture-reading,  and  ptayer. 
On  Sabbath  eveDinga  I  allowed  any  of  the 
itudenle  to  attend  a  serrioe  which  I  lud  with 
OOT  servants,  and  ever^  evening  the  room  was 
crowded.  I  found  this  a  useful  service,  not 
Only  as  a  duty  to  our  domestics,  but  as  a  pat- 
tern to  the  tea^^hen  how  to  improve  their 
Sabbath  evenings.  A  qneeUon  of  the  oata- 
vhism,  with  Scripture  proofs,  or  a  seclion  ol 
Bsnyan,  and  a  chapter  of  the  Bible,  read  vorse 
about,  and  simply  eiplained  and  applied,  to- 
gether with  eiugiug  and  prayer,  well  and 
tappiiy  occupied  our  Sabbath  evening  hour. 
On  the  first  Sabbath  of  the  month  we  have 
the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  on 
the  first  Monday  of  the  month  a  mijwionary 
prayer-meeting.'* 

Let  08  DOW  glance  at  the  district  with 
-which  the  MiBsioii  Seminary  is  connected, 
and  it  will  be  perceiyed  how  admirablf 
it  baa  been  cultivated.  There  are  eight 
TJllagee,  with  a  population  cf  2162, 
Each  Tillage  hae  a  reddent  teacher ;  and 
the  tutors  t^e  a  geno^  Eupeiint«n- 
dence,  admitting  chtirch  meniben,  and 
dispensing  the  sacraments. 

"Of  the  population  in  the  eight  villagta 

eit  referred  to,  33i  are  members  of  the  ehnroh, 
7  are  candidates  for  church  feUawahip,  and 
the  rest  are  professedly  Christians.  In  every 
family  in  the  district  Qod  is  worshipped,  and 
.family  prayer  condncled  night  and  morning. 
In  the  day-schools  for  children  there  are  iu 
all  J)G1,  and  in  the  day-schools  for  adults 
there  are  in  attendance  902.  In  addition  to 
the  rt^ular  morning  and  atlenicion  servioes 
OD  the  Ssbba  Ih-day,  there  is  a  Sunday-school 
■t  noon  for  the  children,  and,  after  tliat,  a 
Bibte-class  for  the  adnlts.  At  Uie  former, 
a  aggregate  attendance  of  £04,  and 
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bat  it.U  Ifa  nnderetood  thing— that,  if  l}i> 
niissionary  is  prevented  from  attending  un 
the  ordinance  day  at  this  outpoat,  that  Oa 
teachers  of  the  three  viUages  conduct  the  ser- 
-      At  out^^talionB,  in  variora 


r  ODoa  a  m(»th  by  the  n 


The  native  pastors  are  now  entir^ 
supported  bj  the  people  to  whoee  spiri- 
tusi  benefit  thej  have  devoted  them- 


lagea,! 

the  students  in    the  institution.     The  otlier 

a  separate  church,  and  have  a  unlted'com- 
Inunion  once  a  month.    It  seldom  haiq^ens — 


selvee,  Thej  had  always  supplied  them 
with  a  house  and  pnmsiona ;  but  whea 
a  proposal  waa  inade  to  give  th^n  a 
salary  ea  well,  there  was  Bosaa  little 
grumbling,  as  tiiere  always  will  be  whes 
money  is  required.  Every  yeM',  hoir- 
ever,  the  condibutious  increased,  when 
the  eiperiment  was  fairly  adopted ;  and 
now  it  amounts  to  upwaras  of  L.IO  each, 
which  Hr  Turner  conaidera  au  ample 
support  in  a  climate  like  thie,  where  tlit 
neceesaries  of  life  are  so  eeeily  obtained. 
The  annuAl  collection  for  tlie  Londos 
Missionary  Society  has  not  been  injured 
in  aoDsequa}CiB.  It  has  rather  im^ved 
smce ;  the  average  being,  for  tfae  district, 
iQore  than  L.60.  Hor  is  t^is  liberalit; 
confined  to  the  Mission  Seminary  du- 
triot,  which  one  would  naturally  eipeet 
to  BxhiUt  a  higher  cultiraticMx  than  the 
rest.  The  ChrKtiana  in  the  whole  group 
of  islands  conttibute  L.560  to  the  eep- 
port  id  their  native  pastors,  and  to  tM 
London  Hiaaionarv  SoolBty  L.650~-iii 
all,  L.1310;  whioh.  we  may  notice,  ae 
statistics  are  so  mnt^  in  faiduoa,  is  about 
nine  HhillinKs  annuallv  ior  each  member. 
When  one  thinka  of  uie  value  of  mon^ 
in  these  ialanda,  and  what  thoae  persons 
were  a  few  years  e^,  who  lay  theii 
offerings  on  the  altar  of  Christ,  it  Ib 
enough  to  fill  British  Christians  witti 
shame  and  ctmfusion,  and  to  humble 
them  in  the  dust.  Not  without  mean- 
ing were  the -Divine  words  uttered: 
"  The  queen  of  the  south  shall  rise  np 
in  the  jadgment  witJi  the  men  of  th« 
generation,  and  condemn  them." 

An  interesting  accoimt  is  gjvcn  of 
several  voyagea  made  by  Mr  Turner  to 
the  heathen  islands  of  the  New  Hebrid<s 
and  New  Caledonian  groups.  They  were 
made  in  1845,  in  1846.  and  1859.  The 
ship  was  the  "Job*  Williams,"  called 
after  the  mutyr  of  Eromanga.  But 
what  a  change  in  Eromanga  since  he  was 
murdered  there  1  The  savage  cannibale 
are  now  restored  to  a  sound  mind ;  aed, 
clad  indecent  clothing,  are  sitting  at  the 
feet  of  Jesus. 


■yGoo^Ic 


flirt  from  what  I  ba,re  almdy  Bsid,  the  whol^ 
nmewark  a!  tbeir  politlul  Rnd  aociiil  life  h 
ihanged.  Their  \itn,  and  mora  cliBdesUim 
nrkiug  for  each  other's  bfood,  are  eoded.  Old 
piavancea  are  laid  aside,  and  Ires  ialcrcouiBo 
a  the  mle  all  over  the  ialanii.     Tbe  pi^-Ely 

BOdel  (3  large  bouaea,  well  Bpre«d  with  mat*, 
[lutead  of  dealiDjing  all  the  plaatstions  and 
ruiMrees  ol  a  peiaOD  who  dies,  that  tbey 
night  go  with  bim,  all  U  now  apared,  and  tha 
muequence  ia  an  abundance  of  food,  Bucb  a* 
liej  uever  had  in  the  days  of  beatheiii«Di> 
!Dstead  of  litinif  in  aiugle  familiea,  and 
uigrsting  here  and  tfaere  in  the  bush,  the  live 

ire  fast  becaiAJng  tbe  nuelei  of  sMtled  vil- 
agei,  with  magislratea  and  bws;  and  thB 
ihan^  of  the  whole  atala  of  affairs  is  aa 
.mazing  to  tbe  people  thomaelTes  aa  it  ia  to  a 
traager.  I  have  Qcver  Been  a  more  inviting 
leld  of  miesionaiy  labour.     Happy  the  men 


tible-elauee  connected  with  the  United  Pres- 
ijlerian  Church,  Oampbellown,  Scotlnndi 
inder  the  putora)  cars  of  the  Hot.  Dr  Boydi 
isre  contributed  towarda  tbe  support  of  two 
eaohers  oa  that  island  for  upwards  of  ten 
■eait.  They  have  doubtless  often  prayed  M 
fell  tor  that  heathen  iand ;  and  wbo  can  tell 
0  what  a'iaTgfl  extent  the  bhccsss  over  wliJcli 
re  DOW  rejoice  ia  to  bs  traced  (o  the  *  eftec- 
nal  fervvut'  prayera  of  theee  friends  of  min- 
ions t  ]f ay  they  continue  tbe  good  work, 
jid  may  many  others  imiUle  tbeir  praUe- 
Torlhy  eiarajile." 

We  have  already  iadicated  some  of  tlie 
ontents  of  this  volume,  and  we  cannot 
ncroacb  further  upon  our  limited  space. 
t  is  tichlj  illuatrat&l,  and  forma  another 
mportant  acquisition  to  oar  iniBsioiuuy 
iterature.  It  is  ao  unworthy  compamon 
o  the  works  of  Williams,  Moffat,  and 
iUlia ;  and  ita  perusal  can  scarcely  faU 
o  give  an  increasing  impulse  to  that 
aissionary  spirit  which  is  the  glory  of 
)hristiaaity.  There  is  almost  nothing 
Dore  wonderful  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  than  the  triumphs  of  tbe  cross 
Q  Polynesia.  There  are  persons  still 
iving  who  rememher  when  the  mission 
hip  "Duff"  left  Britain,  with  a  band 
if  devoted  men,  for  the  islands  ^f  the 
iouthern  Ocean.  These  islands  were 
he  haunts  of  savage  men,  hving  in  per- 
)etual  war,  and  devouring  each  other 
or  food.  But  now  flourishing  churches 
lave  been  planted ;  numerous  schools 
lave  been  built,  printing  presses  set  up, 
Lod  the  usual  machinery  of  Christian 
livilisation  in  full  operation.  These 
slands  are  now  as  much  a  part  of  Chris- 
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tendom  as-  Scotland  is  at  the  present  ■  JehoTah  soon  abolish  all  idolB,' and  bring 
day.     Whatever  infidels  and  semi-iofi-     every  idand  and  continent  of  our  globe 
deu  may  aasert,  Chrigtianity  is  still  a     under  the  peaceful  and  holy  sceptre  oj 
great  power  in  the  earth,  and  it  ia  dee-     Jesus  I 
tined  to  become  a  still  greater.    May  FhilO. 


DELrVERED  TO  A  MEKTIHO  OF  THE  ELDEBSHIP  OF  THE  DOTTED  PRESBTTEHIAK  CHUHCH  | 
IN  EDINBURGH  AOT>  LEITH,  HELD  IN  QUEEN  STREET  HALL,  ON  FEIDAT,  THE  llTH  APRIL  i 
1861.      ST  JAMES  PEDDIE,E^.,W.S.*  I 

The  circular  which  invited  you  to  this  labour  in  word  and  doctrine"  (1  Tim. 

meeting,  explained  to  some  extent  the  v.  IT).    This  clearly  shows  that  in  the 

cause  of  your  being  convened.     A  few  primitive  churches,  organized  and  auper- 

elders,  belonging  to  different  congrega-  intended  by  the  iiBpired  apoetleB  of  oar    , 

tioBB,  about  a  fortnight  ago  had  some  Lord,  there  were  elders  who  ruled,  and    i 

conversation  as  to  the  advantages  which  ruled  only,  and  others  who,  besides  ml-    I 

might  arise  from  our  having,  from  time  to  ing,  laboured  in  word  and  doctrine.    Ko 

time,  such  meetings  aa  tt^t  now  aasem-  ingenuity  of  criticism  can  evade  the  force 

bled ;  and  I  was  requested  to  sign  a  cir-  of  this,  whatever  may  be  said  aa  to  the 

cular  letter  of  invitation,  which  I  very  meaning  of  the  "  doubU  honour "  *o  be 

cheerfully  agreed  to  do.    About  twenty  rendered.    When  the  apostle  elsewhere 

yeaiB  ago  we  had  a  series  of  raeetiaga  of  says,  "  Do  good  unto  all  men,  etpecially 

the  same  kind,  of  the  eldership  of  the  to  them  who  are  of  the  household  ot 

United  Secession  Church ;  and  they  were  faith,"  he  refers  in  the  latter  clanse  to 

found  to  be  both  profitable  and  pleasant,  those  who,  besides  being  our  fellow-men, 

Why  they  werediscontinued  I  cannot  well  entitled  aasuch  to  onr  good  offices,  hare 

t«U,  But  I  have  often  regretted  that  they  an  additional  claim  as  being,  what  otJien 

wereso;  and  since  our  happy  union  with  are  not,  of  the  household  of  faith.    And 

our  friends,  then  belonging  to  the  Belief  so  here,  those  who  are  especially  worthy   | 

Synod,  I  have  often  felt  it  wouhl  be  of  double  honour,  are  thoee  rulers  in  the  j 

'     agreeable  to  resume  them.  Church  who  also  teach,  or  labour  in  word 

The  advantages  which  I  think  may,  bv  and  doctrine,  which  all  rulers  are  not  | 

the  blessing  of  God,  result  from  sucn  called  to  do.    In  one  view,  both  divinons 

meetings  are  many.    In  the  first  place,  of  the  eldership  are  on  an  equality;  and  ^ 

I  think  they  are  fitted,  beneficially  to  the  only  difference  it,  that  on  one  claa  i 

impress  ua  with  a  higher  sense  of  the  additional  duties  are  devolved,  for  the 

importance  of  our  office  than  we  are  apt  discharge  of  which  they  have  been  epe-   | 

to  feel.     We  are  too  apt  to  regard  it  as  cially  approved   of    by   the   Church  » 

on  the  same  level  with  many  of  the  rela-  qualified,  and  to  the  discharge  of  which 

.:tions  in  which,  either  in  social  or  politi-  wie  others  are  not  called.  Both  divisions, 

cal   life,  we  stand   to   each  other,  and  however,  are  ecolesiaBtical  Inen,  difier- 

which-biirve  no  other  origin  than  human  ing  from  each  other  in  the  amount  of 

wisdom.    As  elders  or  presbyters  in  the  duty  th^  are  called  to  perform ;  and  in 

Church,  however,  we  fill  an  office  insti-  so  far  as  rule  is  concerned,  there  ia  no 

tuted  by  its  Great  Head  for  its  rule  and  superiority  of  the  one  over  the  other, 

government,  and  the  duties  of  which  are  other  than  this,  that  because  of  Iheif 

regulated  by  the  Scriptures  of  truth.  It  special  qualifications,  it  is  deemed  meet 
would  be  out  of  place  were  I  to  detain  and  proper,  as  a  human  arrangement  «t 
you  by  entering  into  an  argument  for  the     least,  that  tie  teaching  elder  should  pre- 

ficriptiiral   authority   of   file   ruling,   as  side  whenever  the  eldership  come  together 

distinct  "from  the  teaching,  elder  or  pres-  for  the  discharge  of  their  common  fuM" 

byter,  who  also  rules.     One  text  baa  tion.    We  often,  it  is  true,  hear  the  one 

slwayfl  appeared  to  me  conclusive ;  "Let  class  called  laymen,  and  lay  elders,  in 

the  elders  that  rule  well  be  counted  worthy  mipoMtion  to  the  cfcrjr/,  or  teaching  eUw^ 

~of  double  honour,  especially  they  who  But  the  term  is  an  improper  one,  afd 

*  Sent  to  ths  MagaiiM  at  the  reqaeM  of  the  meeliug- 
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Aonld  neret  be  used  by  &  tiue  PreBby-  ing  to  do  bo;  "patient"  in  the  discharge 
leriao.  There  it  no  auch  office-befirer  in  of  his  duties  Bnd  in  bearing  with  others, 
the  Pnsbyterian  form  of  goTernmeiit  as  while  he  is  moderate  in  hu  own  deeirea 
a  laj  elder.  Turn  up  any  dictionary  you  and  deEiUngB  ;  "  one  who  ruleth  well  his 
plea8e,aiidyonwilltliidtihatthewordIay,  own  bouse,  having  bis  children  in  sub' 
ur  faily,  is  one  used  to  distinguish  those  iectiou  with  all  gravity;  for  if  a  man 
vboarenotof  theclei^;  andc^^,  the  know  not  how  to  rule  his  own  honse, 
nme  dictbnaries  will  tell  you,  are  "  men  how  shall  be  take  charge  of  the  Church 
set  apart  for  the  Berrice  of  G(>di>y  ordi-  of  God?"  and,  in  addition  to  all  this, 
nation."  Ih  not  an  elder,  though  he  be  "  moreover,  he  must  haye  a  good  report 
onlyanlingelder,  Bosetapartforspecial  of  them  which  are  without,  leet  he  fall 
Beriice  in  '■  the  house  of  God?  "  We  are  into  reproach  and  the  snare  of  the  devil." 
loo  apt  to  adopt  words  in  use  in  Eng-  Such,  brethren,  is  the  character  which, 
Uod,  without  Meeting  on  tbe  inappro-'  according  to  the  inspired  writ«r,  Qught 
priatenen  of  them  to  offices  not  known  to  be  ours.  And  wh«t  are  our  duties? 
ibere.  Let  elders,  then,  remember  that  I  can  only  glance  at  these.  There  are 
they  are  so  longer  of  the  laity.  They  someinwhich,  though  not  peculiar  to  the 
kte  been  solemnly  set  apart  by  the  call  elder,  but  incumbent  on  every  member  of 
0/ the  Church,  and  the  ordination  of  their  the  Churoh,  he  ought  to  bean  ensample; 
brethren,  to  rule  in  the  spiritual  kingdom  such  as  instructing  the  ignorant,  exhort - 
of  God.  They  form  an  order  of  meu  ing  and  stirring  up  and  warning  the 
instituted  by  the  wisdom  ,of  ita  King,  negligent,  admonishing  the  slothful,  re- 
ud  Head,  and,  as  under-stewards,  must,  buking  the  erring  and  disorderly,  com- 
gqnally  with  tiiose  in  the  ministry,  render  forting  the.  afflicted,  supporting  and 
u  account  for  the  aoula  of  those  over  strengthening  the  weak  or  wavering, 
ikm  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  them  restoring  the  fallen,  recondling  those 
wneexa  or  bishops.  who  are  at  vuiance,  praying  with  and 
Eqoally  important  is  it  that,  seung  such  for  others,  and  visiting  the  sick.  But 
is  our  office,  we  should  keep  in  retnero-  we  have  others  of  a  more  public  and 
Iwnce  both  what  we  ought  personally  to  official  charaoter..  We  are  Judges  in  mat- 
it  and  to  do.  And  such  meetings  are  tersof faith, order,diecipline,andgovem- 
t  fitted  to  have  this  beneficial  effect.  It  is  ment.  And  these  are  varied  and  nu- 
I  <f  Men,  ruling  as  well  as  teaching,  that  merous,  as  well  as  important.  They  re- 
-  tbeapoetlewritee  to  Timothy  (Ist  Epistle  quire  great  advance  in  the  knowledge  of 
'  uL2,  etc.);  and  he  there  describee  both  the  things  of  the  kingdom,  great  wis- 
negatively  and  poaitively  what  manner  dom  in  diacriminating,  great  prudence 
<i  men  those  ought  to  be  who  are  to  be  In  action,  great  impartiality,  and  great 
enttusled  with  oversight  in  the  Church,  patience  in  bearing  with  infirmities  and 
Nf^tJvely,  the  bishop.  He  must  be  one  perversenesa.  On  die  elders  of  a  congre- 
"oot  given  to  wine,"  or  excess  of  any  gation,  as  welt  as  on  the  minister,  de- 
tiad;  "no  striker,"  or  violent  manj  volves  the  responsibility  of  admittin([  to 
"not  greedy  of  filthy  lucre,"  or  worldly  the  fellowship  of  the  Church — of  Judging 
Bianj  "not  a  brawler,"  or  quarrelsome  of  the  knowledge,  inquiring  into  the 
nun ;  "  not  covetous,"  or  selfish  roan ;  character  and  conduct,  and,  as  far  as 
•sd  "not  a  novice,"  or  new,  ill-iU'  man  can,  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of 
stnieted  convert  inrdigion;  "lest,  being  applicants.  It  is  they  who  have  towateb 
lifted  op  with  pride,  he  fall  into  the  over  the  Christian  deportment  of  the 
owdemnation  of  the  deviL"  And  poei-  members,  and  sit  in  judgment  on  all 
tivdy,  he  "  must  be  blameless,"  having  caaes  of  discipline  which  may  come  be- 
a  character  on  which  there  is  no  stain ;  fore  the  session.  They  have  to  inveati- 
"the  husband  of  one  wife,  vigilant"  gate  into thecircumstancesjdiscriminaW 
i^nst  temptation,  and  of  his  own  soul ;  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  parties 
"aober,"  "of  good  behaviour  "^^»f  grave  accused;  weigh  well  the  amount  of  guilt 
•nd modest,  yet  affatJe  and  courteous  de-  <f  error,  if  there  be  such;  regulate  the 
Portment;"Kiven  tohospit^ty,"  open-  censure  which  seems  needful  to  purge 
warted  and  tind  to  strangetB ;  "aptto  the  scandal,  whetheradmonition,  rebuke,  , 
tesch,"  not  in  the  sense  of  being  quali-  suspension,  or  eiclusion;  use  all  scrip- 
&d  to  be  a  public  teacher,  but  poasessed  tuial  means  for  gaining  oSendera,  and 
of  adequate  knowledge,  and  able  to  in-  bringing  them  to  true  repentance,  and 
rtnict  ottiwa,  as  well  as  ready  and  will-     that  they  may  be  restored  when  the  end* 
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tif  ebunsh  diaoiptine  luve  been  puned.  nrrw  a)1ftrg«.  But  euoneh,  I  think,  hu 
While  to  the  people  is  Uit  the  choice,  to  been  adv^led  to,  to  lead  each  of  na  to 
t)ie  eiders  is  committed  the  trial  aod  say,  "Whoisuifficieiitfortlieset^BgR?" 
j^ilgmeat  upon  the  qualifications,  of  those  But  to  these  dutiefl,  brethren,  God  hu 
to  be  ordained  to  act  with  tltem  in  the  called  us;  and  our  couaolation  and  sup- 
eldership.  It  is  their  duty,  too,  to  order  port  ia  in  Eia  promise :  "  My  grace  shall 
and  regulate  the  public  worHhip  of  the  be  euffident  for  thee ;  My  atrength  ehsll 
i^ngregation ;  to  Tisit  and  pray  with  be  peT{ect«d  in  your  weakneaa."  And 
the  Bi^  or  afflicted;  to  attend  to  and  agaui,  "As  thy  day  ia.  so  shall  tby 
Bupply,  so  far  as  ia  ia  their  power,  the  atrength  be."  And  if,  diffident  of  our 
wants  of  the  poor;  to  originate  and  keep  own  wiadom  or  ability,  we  look  to  Him, 
up  fellowahip  and  prayer  meetings;  to  relying  on  these  His  promises,  He  will 
atininlat«  to  Chriatian  liberality  in  the  not  fftil  to  accom^iah  tbem.  What  tha 
support  of  ordinances' and  for  the  exten-  Saviour  said  to  His  disciples  when  de- 
aion  ot  the  Gospel;  to  orguiiie  and  keep  lirering  to  them  Hie  commission  for  tJie 
19.  activity  classes  for  the  inatruction  seemingly  hopelese  task — espedally  to 
D)th  of  the  children  and  those  more  ad-  such  as  they — of  discipliag  aU  oatioDE, 
Tanced,  and  all  the  missionary  and  be-  He  sayi  in  suhetaace  to  us :  "  All  powa 
nevolent  institntions  which  a  Church  is  given  unto  Me  in  heaven  and  in  earth, 
ought  to  have,  and  which  are  suitable  to  Go  je  therefore,"  prosecute  in  My  name 
the  circumstances  of  the  particiilai  con-  tlieae  your  duties ;  "  and,  I0 !  I  am  willi 
gregatioo;  and,  geuerally,  to  care  for  you  alway,  ev;^  to  the  end  of  the  world." 
and  watch  over  all  the  interest  of  the  Bat  while  our  jnsjn  reliance  must  be 
congregation,  temporal  and  spiritual,  and  on  the  power  and  grace  of  the  Grest 
promote  to  the  utmost  of  their  poller  Head  of  the  Cbuich,  and  we  should  seek 
the  growth  in  grace,  and  knowledge,  ^d  tig  qualify  oiuvelvcs  for  our  duties  by 
hoUneaof  every  member  of  the  flodi.,  and  much  private  reading,  meditetion,  and 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  whole,  prayer,  all  other  means  of  a  suriwrdi- 
Huch,  no  doubt,  in  all  these  varied  de-  nate  charact^  should  be  diligently  cnl- 
irtmenta  must  depefid  on  the  minister ;  tivated.    An<i  what  means  ipore  likely 

,it  Ilia  hands  ahouhl  be  strengtbe^ed,  hia  te  bp  serviceable  to  iw  tban  frequent 

laboniB  and  anxieties  should  be  shar^  in,  communiDgs  and  social  iqtercourae  with 

and  in  everywayheehouldbeencouraged  brethren    called   to    discharge    sioilar 

andlielpedpn,— nay.if  needful,heshould  duties,  and    bearing   umilar  respoDGi- 

be  attired  up  to  activity  in  the  pcoaecQ-  bilities?  In  our  several  seesions  y/e  haie 

tion  of  any  beneficial  measures  in  which  opportunities  of  such  oieetingH  aod  in- 

he  may  seem  to  be  deficient.     Wherever  te^uise,  and  we  feel  the  benefit  of 

a  congregation  is  seen  te  be  distinguished  them ;  but  why  should  we  be  limited  to 

by  spiritual  prosperity  and  Christian  ac-  these  little  circlee  ?    Hay  we  not  aotici' 

tivitiea, youmaybeaurethat these, under  pate  an  extension  of  the  benefit  bom 

God,  are  te  a  great  extent  to  be  traced  to  an  extenaion  of  the  field  from  which  it 

tlfe  wise  management,  the  careful  super-  ia  te  be  derived?    Beside  the  brethren 

iittendence,  and  the  prayerful  spirit  of  of  our  own  ae^on,  there  are  around  w 

it^  session ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  brethren  of  twenty-one  other  sessiinv. 

wherever  you  find  a  congregation  dis-  Many  of  these  may  be  men  of  greater 

tracted  by  parlieB,  worldly  in  its  general  experience,  having  more  enlarged  view*, 

character,  behindhand   in  exertions  for  and  prosecuting  better  plans,  than  thow 

the  welfare  of   the  neighbourhood,  or  with  whom  we  exclusively  associate  and 

cause  of  Christ  in  general,  to  the  session  co-operate.     Intercourse  and  convem- 

no  small  share  of  the  blame  is  te  be  attri-  tion  with  them  may  both  infuse  more 

buted.  spirit  and  energy  into  our  individual 

,  In  this  general  review  of  our  dutiea  session  than  we  hav«,  or. direct  us  into 

and  respo^biltties,  I  have  confined  my-  more  useful  channels.  We  o^ght  tq  hare 

self  te  those  which  have  a  bearing  more  no  rivalr;,  but  the  rivalry  of  excelling 

Qfipecially  on  the  individual  congregation  '  each  other  in  diligenpe  in  duty,  and  do 

to  which  we  belong,  and  the  people  more  iealooay,  but  for  the  common   cause. 

immediately    under    our    charge.      We  Sesidee,  while  specially  interested  in  the 

have  others  besides,  and  these  onerous,  welfare  of  the  fiock  committed  to  our 

which  regard  the  body  at  large,  and  the  care  by  the  Good  and  Great  Shepherd, 

ghurch  generally,  on  which  I  cannot  Wf  should  remember  that  He  has  other 
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locb,  eoiniiiitt«d  to  other  under'ehep-  Mtion  <x  ^Uns  of  oBefohiesa  whidi  max 
berdi,  in  wliich  He  ia  equallT  intweBted  be  beoeficud  to  our  respective  coiigr«ga-. 
u  ID  eorg;  and  ia  that  intenst  ws  tions?  And  ma^  we  not,  too,  comlune  * 
abould  viih  t<v{iarticip«Ae.  We  have  alt  togetiier  in  schemw  for  the  benefit  of 
common  dutiee  to  perform,  eomuKm  the  ignorant  and  careless  population 
dificaltisB  to  contend  vith,  cbmmoD  anmnd  us,  and  the  extenskin  of  the  in- 
dangers  to  ward  off,  common  enemies  to  ter«ete  of  that  bod;  which  we  believe  to. 
Geontersct,  a  common  Uaater  to  aerve,  be,  in  its  constitution  and  views  of 
sod  a  commoD  canse  to  advance.  Divine  trath,  most  in  accordance  with 
Is  it  not  well,  then,  that  the  elderriup  the  Word  of  God  ?  Maj  we  not,  in  fine^ 
of  the  tWMity-two  sawiona  m  this  citjc  bj  our  social  prayers  together,  biuw 
and  Leith  ahonkl  Bometimea  meet  to-  down  God's  blessing  upon  ourselves  and 
gether,  should  beccmie  aoqn&inted  with  our  Mmgregations,  and  times  of  revive 
each  other,  should  convene  together,  and  refreehmg,  suoh  aa  the  churches  in 
asd  pray  together  ?  May  we  not  at  such  Jodea,  Galilee,  and  Samaria  experienced, 
meettngB  pet  mach  good,  and  do  much  when  "th^  had  rest,  and,  walking' in 
good  ?  Hay  we  not  stir  up  each  other  the  feir  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  com- 
ic duty,  enooorage  each  other  in  ouf  forts  of  t^  Holy  Qhost,  were  midta- 
laboWB,  snggeet  to  each  other  raodea  of  pliedf" 
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&B,— Ninrty  pounds  a  tsilt,  a  hundred  he  does  not  require  expenslTO  articlm,  sad 

pxudi  a  year,  oKe  hundred  and  twenty  must  juat  make  suehpurohasesu  his  measa 

founds  a  ycftr,  with  or  without  a  aaanse,  allow.   What  his  means  allow  would  ba» 

u  the  annual  ineome  of  a  smt  ^to^  sanded  fioor,  and  a  fir  table  and  dealseata. 

portion  of  tlie  ministers  of  the  United  WouldthegentlemenwhobuilttbisgnuMi 

Pwa^teriati  Church.     Andaveiygood  hoiae-torhim,  withiteelegantwindowB, 

uKoue  it  is,  replies  some  reader  ;  one-  etc.,  be  satisflal  with  this?  Nay;  and  tha 

bait  of  thtt  emallest  of  these  sums  would  young  man,  knowine  what  ia  expected  <d 

*dl  eoiiteut  me;  andmiiusteT«  are  pwi^  him,  plunges  into  deot,  troia  which  pqa^ 

ingrichwith  L.lOO  a  year.  OurQpinion  lably  he  does  not  eztricato  hinwdf  till 

h^ipeu  to  be  different,  aad  we  would  lat«  in  life,  if  ever.    This  L.  110  a  yaav 

fsin  bring  the  Church  over  to  our  views,  certainlj^  is  not  adequate  for  the  Stst  Btnrt 

Sappose  a  young  man,  the  son  of  an  of  the  miniate.  We  should  aay  tiiat  cobi 

iadustokiuB  vtiBan,  a  anall  farmer,  or  gregations  would  do  a  much  wiser  lliiBg, 

thopkeeper,  or  ctf  a  nunitCer  withoat  an;  on  the  settlement  of  a  mioieter,  to  plaeo 

fntiiDe  of  his  own,  after  an  espennre  in  his  hands  a  round  aum  wherewith  to 

sdocation,  has  been  called  and  settlediu  furnish  his  bouse,  than  make  preeenta  of 

acongr^atiaQwhichpa7Bhim,letnassy,  gold  watoheeand  mlvei  salvers. 
L.11D  Tcarly,  with  a  manse, — a  stipend         The  Toung  minister  has  fairly  begun 

^bore  the  average.  Let  ui  place  ourselTes  his  wort,  ai^  one  of  his  first  wants  ia 

in  his  dreumstances,  to  disoorer  how  his  Boolet.     His  library  is  rather  limited, 

ulcotne  is  fitted  to  meet  his  wants.  tnnsisting  of  college  prizee— for  he  ia  a 

The  Gongre^tlon  have  aome  few  yean  Bchokr,andhaaaapBrkof  geniusinhim— 

*^  bialt  a  htuidsome  manae,  containing  and  some  few  volumes  which  his  profes- 

■wen  rooms, — tie  drawing-room  G^nite  sors  have  taught  hfm  were  indiapenasble. 

^^gftnt,  wlti  bow  window  and  martda  But  he  hna  b^gun  to  lecture  through  obs 

^uionay-piece;  and  the  yoang  miniate  of  the  Gospels,  and  must  have  the  eom- 

1^  aipected  to  be  all  deUght  at  edght  of  mentatora.    Barnes'  meagre  volumes  be 

lus  Kcaod  residence.    Why,  ha  beholds  it  _  already  poweases,  they  were  eo  nsefol  to 

vithalmdQte  dismay  I  He  has  tofomiah'  him  when  he  firct  began  to  be  a  teacher 

HDanaioDout  of  L.llO  a  year  I    Fumi-  Uatthew  Henry  he  pnrctuisea  second- 

ttirefoTeoe-half  of thehousewillswallow  hand  fcHr  thirty  shillings.     He  requires 

npaU^gaviogsfca'fi.veyewx.    Yousay  a  Greek  and  mbrew  Conccsdance,-«4bs 
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price  ifl  onlj  five  pounds;  Alford's  Taiu'  he  ie  to  live  aiid  dren  like  ^  gentlerabnt 
able  Greek  Commentary,  containiDg  the  for  people  vill  not  allow  bim  to  live  ac- 
■  htest  Teeearches,  he  is  t«mpted  to  pur-  ooroisg  to  bis  meana;  but,  aa  hia  fiirni- 
chase,  costing  him  a  few  ponnds  more ;  tnre  mUHt  be  genl«el,  la  hie  clothes  most 
and  all  this,  together  with  the  fumitore,  be  aa  good  as  woee  of  the  richest  manber 
oat  of  the  large  sum  of  L.llO  a.  yearl  in  his  t^b1l^ch,  otherwise  he  loses  caste. 
Aikd  nert  year,  and  the  next,  be  muat  All  this  out  of  L.  110  a  year! 
ever  be  buying  boots,  or  you  ahaU  see  Our  young  miniater  ia  not  married  yet, 
that  fine  intellect,  which  was  whett«d  sod  and  is  obliged  to  bear  with  what  patience 
keen  as  it  came  freab  from  college,  eaten  he  can  the  sly  hints  of  hie  congrcKat^on ; 
away  by  rust.  Is  this  a  rare  tlung  in  for  he  cannot  marry  any  but  a  lady, — 
our  Church  ?  I  have  seen  roiniet«iB'  the  education  and  tastes  you  have  giren 
libraries  which  could  be  purchased  for  him  forbid  that, — and  a  lady  he  cannot 
Ij.30.  I  have  known  talented  ministers  marry,  lor  he  is  poor.  But  if  he  doee, 
whose  minds  were  .starved  to  death  for  what  a  struggle  for  life,  what  desperate 
want  of  fresh  mental  food,  and  the  con-  shifla  to  preserve  a  decent  appearance 
gregations  were  atarred.with  them.  You  and  keep  out  of  debt  I  Why,  I  have  known 
successful  Burgeons,  what  tools  do  you  ministers  and  nuniaters'  families  who  for 
employ,  but  the  finest  instrumenta  which  three  months  at  a  time  never  knew  the 
can  be  purchased  for  money?  Yonthriv-  taat«  of  butcher  me&t;  and  when  the 
ing  farmers,  these  fine  harvests  were  not  famUy  were  ill,  very  iU,  they  dared  not 
raisedfromlandthathadbeeuBcourgedby  send  for  the  doctor,  for  they  could  not  pay 
over-cropping.  You  enterprising  msnu-  bis  bill  I  Yet  L.llU  a  year  is  spoken  A 
facturers,  how  can  you  keep  abreast  of  as  if  it  were  a  very  comfortable  income, 
your  competitors,  yes,  and  sell  at  a  pofit  If  the  United  Fieebytcrian  Chu^ 
where  others  lose,  but  by  availing  your-  were  poor,  and  unable  to  give  their 
self  ot  every  mechanical  or  chemical  dis-  ministeia  a  better  stipend,  the  evil  could 
covery,  cost  what  it  will?  It  is  only  the  be  borne  with  great  equanimity.  But  we 
minister  who  ia  condemned  to  use  old,  are  not  poor;  and  were  we  as  liberal  u 
second-hand bookaandused-upthoughts;  we  are  neh,  would  add  a  very  large  per- 
and  then,  perhspa,  to  be  taunted  with  centage  to  the  inoomea  of  the  ill-paid 
barreuneesof  ideas,  and  with  covetous-  ministers  without  the  alightest  difficulty. 
ness,  because  he  wishes  more  than  L.llO  I  could  wish  that  the  Synod  were  in  poe- 
a  year.  The  little  dribblets  that  are  aeesion  of  a  complete  hat  of  the  stipends 
collected  in  a  few  congregations  for  of  all  the  ministers  in  the  Church,  with 
ministers'  libraries  are  not  creditable  to  the  number  of  members  in  each  coDgre- 
the  intelligence  and  liberality  of  the  Ration,  and  that  the  list  were  published. 
Church,  L.IO  annually,  at  the  least,  Yon  would  find  congn^tionsof  eeventy 
ought  to  be  expended  by  every  minister  members,  where  there  woa  iiot  one  rich 
in  the  purchase  of  first-class  books.  man,  contributing  L.TO  and  L.80  a  year 
Our  large  sum  of  L.llU  a  year  is  last  of  stipend;  and  others,  of  400  memben. 
melting  away,  and  our  young  minister  raising  with  difficulty  L.lOO  or  L.IBO, 
has  not  begun  housekeeping.  There  ia  (hough  there  were  merchants  and  farm- 
servant's  wages  and  board,  L.20  a  year;  era,  riding  in  their  elegant  gigs  or  phae- 
taxes  and  insurance,  L.  1 0  more,— ^for  he  tons,  in  the  congregation,  i  ou  would 
pays  L.4  annually  of  income  tax;  and  find  congregations,  strong  both  in  num- 
thougb  bankers  and  merchants  have  often  bers  and  wealth,  taking  a  supplement  of 
paid  the  income  tax  of  their  clerks,  we  L.IO  or  L.20  from  the  Synod,  when  five 
have  scarce  heard  of  one  congregation  men  amongst  them  had  but  to  speak  the 
which  pays  inciane  tax  for  the  minister,  word,  and  the  supplement  would  be  raised 
And  on  the  balance,  after  all  these  de-  among  themselveB  twice  over.  Youwould 
ductioaa.tbeminister'istobeyeryhberal  ftnd,  that  though  congr^ations  had 
to  the  poor  and  to  all  missionary  pur-  aolemnlypledged  themselves,  if  God  pros- 
poses;  nay,  perha{«,  as  an  example  to  the  peredthem,  that  they  would  increase  the 
people,  he  must  drop  in  his  shilling  at  the  minister's  stipend,  they  let  the  promise 
door  every  day  as  part  of  liis  own  sti-  ahp  from  their  memory.  We  have  heard 
pendgwhile  wealthy  memberaare  thought  of  a  congregation  which  gave  itsminister 
remarkably  liberal  it  they  pay  L.2  a  year  L.70  a  year  when  they  numbered  40 
bx  seat-rwit,  and  L.8  a  year  more  for  members ;  and  when  they  grew  to  240, 
uilceUaneoua  objects.    On  this  balance  made  a  merit  of  giving  bim  L.120  a  year! 
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Ttu  plea  of  poTertj  is  refuted  b;  the  email  gal&riea  b;  Totiog  L.400  &  year 

aapecl  of  our  coDgregatiotis  ;  and  vere  each  to  our  tno  SecretarieB,  and  L.SOO' 

CDDgT^tioDB  to  do  theuT  dutj,  we  Bbould  to  our  TreoBorer ;  and  many  etiroDg  things 

bave  a  large  proportion  of  niiniBtera  en-  were  said  bj  eloc|Qet)t  lipa  on  IftbouTera 

joTiDg  L.160  a  jear  of  atipetid,  without  being  worth]'  of  their  reward,  and  the 

synodioal  aid.  like.     Labourers  are  worthy  of  tieir  te- 

And  what  ia  to  be  done  with  those  ward  elsewhere  as  well  bb  in  Edinburgh 

'    coDgregatioDB  which  cannot  give  their  and  Glasgow;  and   "our  poor  country 

I    minieteiE  an   adequate   stipend?      The  brethren,'"  as  a  class,  are  as  deserving  of 

:    subject  ia  larger  than  can  now  be  dia-  their  reward,  for  their  piety,  talents,  and 

I    oiffied.  But  the  obvious  resource  is  in  the  activity,   as  any  class   of  men   in   the 

vetlthier  members  and  churches.    Yet  Church.  We  appeal  to  the  educated  and 

what  hope  have  we  of  aid  from  this  quar-  comfortable  classes  iu  the  Church,  who 

ter,  when  we  look  at  the  long  dreary  list  know  from  experience  what  a  gentlJeman 

I    li  blanks,  under  the  h^ad  "  Supplement  can  and  cannot  live  on  ;  we  appeal  to 

.    of  Stipend,"  in  the  April  number  of  the  themanywealthymembursof  our  Church, 

j    Hiaicmary  Recurdf    There  we  find  con-  to  whom  L.5  is  less  than  5a.  to  their 

gre^tions  of  from  200  to  1000  members  rainieter ;  we  appeal  to  our  large  con- 

mtking  uo  collection  for  this  purpose,  gregations  in  town  and  country,  who  are 

j    uid  others  of  from  500  tfl  SOD  members  so  largely  supplied  with  fiesh  blood  from 

'    seadiiig  L.2  and  L.3  and  L.5;  the  sum  small  churches.     It  is  most  injurious  to 

total  from  the  whole  Church,  for  "  our  the  Church  as  a  whole,  and  discreditable 

poor  country  brethren,"  as  a  minister  alike   to   our   voluntaiy   and   Christian 

0D[estyiedtbem,beingL.8i21  Wecpuld  principles,  to    leave  our   miciaters  so 

•nb  that  a  little  of  the  enterpriae  and  pinched  and  poor.     It  n^edsbut  tbewill 

(tUnsiasm which  haveraiaed other  funds  and  a  united  effort,  to  give  every  mini- 

*K  enlisted  in  behalf  of  this  fond,  ster  of  the  Church  L.l&O  a  year  of 

^  Synod  has  pronounced  in  the  most  stipend. 

emphatic  manner  iU  condemnation  of  A  Couktryman. 


DISTRIBUTION  OP  PREACHERS. 

UiDeabSib, — Femutmethroughyour  ing  of  particular  preachers  whom  thoy 

ptges  to  call  attention  to  the  law  which  have  applied  for,  they  have  much  more 

tegiil4t«  the  distribution  ot  our  proba-  difBouliy  in  doing  so.    A  congregation 

I    tioueis,  viewed  in  connection  with  the  applies  through  the  preBbyt«rj  for  some 

!   large  number  of  young  men  now  on  the  probationer  whom  they  know,  or  have 

K  «8  compared  with  the  fewness  of  va-  heard  favourably  spoken  of ;  but  some 

ODdea.  other  congregation  has  done  t^e  same; 

When  the  April  number  of  youiMaga-  and  aa  the  Committee  dare  not,  in  justice 

one  ia  iorued,  there  will  be  about  ninety  to  the  other  young  men,  send  him  to 

j   probationeM  on  the  roll,  whom  our  ex-  more  tiian  one  vacancy  per  quarter,  the 

'    cellcQt  Conmutt«e  of  Supply  must  dis-  -  former  of  these  two  congregations  is  dis- 

tiibute  as  they  are  best  able  ovec  some  appointed.    And  should  they  wait  till 

fifteen  or  sixt«en  vacandea.     No   one,  the  foUowing  quarter,   in  the  hope  of 

'lierefore,  can  eapect  to  be  heard  for  two  being  more  fortunate,  the  chances  are, 

mxesuve  Sabbatha  in  more  than  one  that  the  man  they  wish  to  hear  has  been 

"cant  congregation  per  quarter.  colled,,  and  is  on  trials  for  ordination. 

How,  thjs  Btate  at  mattera  not  only  Now,  we  presume  the  laws  on  our  statute- 

KoAat  a  preacher'a  life,  at  the  present  book  are  not  of  the  Medean  caate.    They 

tiw,  tedious  in  the  extreme,  as  compared  are  an  exception  to  all  other  laws  in  these 

"ilhasiniilar  life  enjoyed  by  Branetdour  advanced  times,  if  they  may  not  bemodi- 

iiunsterB  a  few  yeara  ago,  when  two  or  fled  to  suit  emergencies.      We  would 

™ee  vacancies  per  quarter  fell  to  their  humbly  suggest,  therefore,  that  some- 

'live  en  allocation   day,    but    it   also  thing  in  the  way  of  amendment  ought 

Mines  great  inconvenience,  in  not  a  few  to  be  done ;  and,  in  doing  so,  we  speak 

^'^  to  vacant  congregationa;  eo  that,  not  individual  sentimenta  alone,  but  these 

"^Wid  d  b«ng  more  likely,  from  the  of  many  of  our  fellow -probationers,  a*, 

oiergiown  tiza  of  the  list,  to  get  a  hear-  well  as  of  some  Tacankcongregatioos. 
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Let  one  Sabbath  be  BufBcient  to  Tender  Uveralititidredof  tiie  »me  dmcription; 

a  probationer  eligible  Ui  be  called  bo  &  and  we  harta  he&rd  of  a  noithj  <M  man 

Tacant  church,  or  one  Sabbath  and  the  giving,  aa  an  excueo  for  having  gone  to 

weeklj  congregational  prayer-meeting.  sleq>  during  the  second  day's  nunistn- 

Why  should  two  days'  preaching  be  de-  tions of  oneof  our probationere,  "thatho 

mauded  from  a  probationer  ere  he  can  had  made  up  his  mind  last  Sabbath." 
be  eligible,  when  one  suffices  for  a  settled         In  the  hope  t^t  tbis  matter  irill  re- 

minister  ?  eeire  the  attention  of  tlioae  -who  take  tb« 

It   a  man   can  compose  and  deliTer  initiatiTe  in  matters  of  this  kind,  I  en-    I 

two  diacoUTEce,  characterized  by  vigoroua  oloae  my  carJ,  and  beg  to  sufaBcribe  my- 

thinking,  he  can  surely  compose  and  de-  self,  A  Pbgba'HOIIIE. 


THE  AGED  AND  INCAPACITATED  MINISTERS'  SCHEME. 

Dgak  SiK, — AlIowmeafewlinesinyouT  will  cast  their  mite  into  tbe  treaBoiy- 

uumber  for  May,  on  the  Aged  and  Inca-  The  unpottance  of  such  a  fund  docs 

pacitated  Ministers'  Fund.  not  require  now  to  be  discussed ;  and  I 

Since  the   general   contribotion  by  am  quit«  sure  the  subject  has  only  to  be 

ministers, congregations.andindiTidnala,  stated  to  receive  a  cordial  and  heai^ 

not  a  few  young  men  have  been  ordained  i«eponee. 

t»  the  ofBce  of  the  miniatry ;  and,  foi  Congregations,  too,  which  were  not  io 

niany  reasona,  it  is  very  dadiable  that  circi^mstaDcee  at  the  time,  may  ind  it 

this  most  important  fund  should  be  re-  for  their  advantue  at  some  future  day 

memboed  by  them  according  to  thcdr  yet  to  tjnite  wiu  the  brotbuliood  is 

alulity.  supporting  this  most  valuable  addition 

Indeed,  I  would  suggest  that  preeby-  to  tLe  benerdent  schemes  cd  our  Chnich. 

teries  should  annually  remind  younger  — I  am  Tsry  truly  youia, 

brethren  that  the  Church  expects  they  Obbebveb. 


OUR  THEOLOGICAL  PEOFESSOKS.  j 

Letter  III. 

Mt  Drab  Sir, — I  am  much  indebted  to  altogether  cure  some  of  tim  radieal  d«- 
you  for  your  insertion  of  my  last  com-  fects  inherent  in  the  i^stem. 
[Duniaation.  Noi  am  I  disappointed  be-  The  next  subject  which,  with  your 
eaowyonappeudedsomeremarkstending  kind  permission,  I  proposed  to  treat,  is 
to  a  contrary  conclusion.  By  all  means  the  bearing  which  tbe  situation  of  the 
let  both  sides  of  the  subject  be  stated ;  Brofessore  has  upon  the  oonduot  of  tbe 
tm,  by  this  course,  truth  will  be  more  Hatl.  And  our  position  is,  that  th« 
fully  elicited,  and  the  discussion  will  change  advocated  would  have,  in  thii 
reach  a  more  satisfactory  termination,  direction,  a  beneficial  tendency.  The 
Should  it  be  found  that  there  is  no  basis  on  which  this  question  rests,  it, 
occasion  for  &  change,  then  we  will  be  that  the  present  svstem  neceasitateB  a 
more  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are;  short  session ;  and  viat  the  plan  piopcsed 
and  should  it  be  proved  that  this  change  woujd  admit  a  longer  sesion.  ft  is  con- 
is  advantageous,  then  it  will  be  made  cedal  that  the  len^ening  of  the  session 
with  the  more  energy  and  cordiality.  I  presents  a  peculiar  difficultv  of  its  own, 
am  aware  that  there  are  difficulties  in  which  we  may  perhaps  take  up  after- 
the  way  ;  and  think  with  you,  that,  as  wards.  Meanwlme,  let  us  glance  atsome 
mattws  stand,  there  may  be  some  coun-  of  the  disadvantages  of  a  short  seadoa 
terbalanoing  advantages  on  the  other  upon  the  business  of  the  HalL  Looking 
side  ;  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  the  arsu-  at  the  subject  supBrfi^ially,  we  would  be 
menta  for  an  undivided  professor^p  disposed  to  think,  that  mnce  one  profes- 
preponderate  (provided  funds  can  be  sor  was  formerly  able  to  overtake  alt  tha 
obtained),  ^and  that  do  polliatiTca  wJU  duties  of  the  BaU  ineight  weeka,  inuch 


ib,Google 
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leads  jonng  men  to  affect  word*  while  beneficial  efforts  to  enlarge  his  know- 
they  have  no  ideas ;  and  this  is  the  origin  laige.  Thirdly,  thia  leads  to  that  reiearcli 
of  that  waahj,  spongy  style  that  ho  much  and  reading  which  are  neceaiary  to  con- 
prevails."  We  question  whether  this  ^aa  stitute  a  man  a  theologian.  Text-books 
ever  a  good  objection.  But,  at  all  events,  are  good ;  and  if,  in  addition  to  prepariDg 
it  does  not  apply  to  the  present  day.  the  passage  preacribed,  the  student  were 
Uiag  ere  young  men  arrive  at  the  study  to  make  himself  master  of  the  whole 
of  theology,  they  have  gathered  an  im-  work  by  repeated  perusals,  it  would  It 
mense  number  of  ideas  from  sermons,  lee-  vastly  advantageous.  But  neither  this 
tnreH,teacheiB,  periodicals,  books,  college-  nor  diligent  attention  to  the  lectures  is 
classes;  and  theseareall  floating  in  their  sufficient.  In  order  to  this,  the  student 
minds,  waiting  to  be  consolidated  and  must  peruse  the  btet  authors,  <;omparing 
Wplied  by  the  practice  of  composition,  them,  of  course,  with  the  Scriptures.  But 
And  to  lie  opinion  of  Paley  we  oppose  to  this  he  is  necessitated  by  a  regular 
ys.    Fourthly,  in  this  way, 


Conterrnce,  a  ready  man' and  "'    "■*    professor,   and    has    defects   Of 

Writing,  an  exact  man."  thought  and  language  corrected.     Ani, 

„  ,,  „  to  conclude  this  enumeration,  the  prac- 

Bo,  according  to  Bacon,  m  order  that  tice  of  writing  tends  to  fii  truth  in  the 

students  may  be  exact  or  correct  men,  memory 

they  must  be  habituated  to  writing.  As  it  apjiears,  then,  that  the  alteration 
mattfflB  stand,  they  are  rendered  full  contemplated  would  tend,  by  admitting 
men,  literally  crammed,  with  knowledge  a  longer  session,  to  improve  the  manuCT 
ftom  the  best  lectures  in  the  world ;  but  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  Hall. 
the  cultivation  of  correctness  by  means  But  the  argument  for  the  change  does 
of  wriUng  18  left  in  abeyance.  But  with-  not  depend  altogether  upon  thia  arrange- 
out  further  commentary  upon  this  maxim,  ment.  The  lengthening  of  the  stsaion  is 
1  submit  a  few  remarks  respecting  the  not  essential  to  it.  The  arguments  ad-  ■ 
advantages  of  the  practice  desiderated,  duced  in  the  last  paper  are  entirety  k- 
Vmt,  It  contributes  to  a  clear  under-,  dependent  of  the  length  or  Bhortnesaof 
standing  of  the  truth.  It  has  been  said,  the  session.  If  it  would  promote  the 
that  a  n^  uever  fully  underetands  a  comfort  of  the  professors;  if  it  wooM 
subject  till  he  has  written  upon  it.  And  preserve  their  health,  prolong  their  use- 
thereiamuchtruth  luthU.  Whenaman  inlneas,  and  prevent  them  fiwm  sinking 
begins  to  write  upon  a  subject,  he  soon  into  premature  grave* ;  if  it  conduce  to 
perceivea  how  he  has  mwtaken  crude  their  higher  eminence,  and  nerve  their 
ooncepbons  for  precise  ideas,  and  been  energies  for  still  greater  efforts  (if  tbM 
satislied  with  vague  generaUtiea  instead  be  pofflible),— all  that  is  sacred,  I  do  not 
of  an  accurate  comprehension  of  the  say  in  generosity,  but  in  justice,  demsnda 
whole.  And  It  is  only  by  the  reflection  that  they  should  be  reheved  from  their 
which  writing  calk  forth,  that  he  makes  pastoral  labours.  Hear:  again,  the  pr«M 
up  the  deficiency.  Secondly,  it  contri-  of  Professor  M'Michael's  church :  "  1  ' 
botes  to  a  more  eitensive  knowledge  of  have  often  heard  it  said,  that  we,  of  tie 
the  truth.  What  a  discipline  for  the  United  Presbyterian  ChunA,  do  not 
subversion  of  mountain -loads  of  vanity  thini  enough  of  our  ministers ;  it  that 
IS  the  practice  recommended  I  It  gives  be  so,  we  make  up  weU  for  the  neglect  | 
us  a  mortJying  discovery  of  our  own  by  expecting  a  great  deal  from  our  pro-  i 
Ignorance.  The  student  teeki  that  on  f^soivl  To  expect  that  we  can  continue  I 
some  pomta  he  is  quit*  in  tKe  dark;  to  find  four  men,  who,  like  the  present, 
that  in  others,  he  cannot  produce  the  wiU  bring  forward  the  number  of  stu- 
proper  argumenfa  to  support  them ;  that  dents  they  do  in  all  the  efficiency  of  the 
■with  regard  toauthorities,  with  which  he  advancing  times  in  which  we  live,  and 
thought  himself  familiar,  his  recollections  for  the  remuneration  we  give  them,  m 
are  fragmentary  and  imperfecl^that  he  to  eipect  greater  sacrifices  on  the  part 
cannot  trust  himself  to  quote  them  with-  of  the  good  and  ardent  ministers  of  our 
out  renewed  consultation,  and  that  with-  Church  than  we  have  right  to  demand." 
OTt  further  study  he  must  produce  some-  And  this  change  might  not  be  without 
thing  meagre  and  unsatisfactory.  All  its  effect  on  the  business  even  of  a  shorl 
this  u  salutary,  and  leads  to  new  and  session.     By  bonding  the  whole  enetgiM 
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of  their  minds  to  one  subject,  some  im-  been  setting  in  from  tbe  sister  kingilotn. 
proTsments  might  be  competent.  Be-  Aod  vhftt  shall  we  saj  of  their  literuy 
lido,  the  prolougation  of  the  s«8Bion  for  labours?  N«t  to  meation  publicstiuns 
only  one  week,  would  be  a  Tast  relief  to  distiDguiahed  for  their  eloquence  and 
liie  presaure  upon  the  business.  The  TeaBoningpoweTS,itisnellkuowntbatiii 
great  difficulty  is  the  number  of  dia-  Scotlandwe  compete  with  German  com- 
couTKa.  Now,  this  additiomtl  week  could  meataries  chieflr  through  the  medium 
be  devoted  almoat  solely  to  the  hearing  of  the  United  PresbytArian  Hall ;  and 
of  these,  and  it  would  have  an  almost  that,  in  short,  our  professors  have  in- 
magical  effect  on  the  preceding  weeks  of  auguratod  a  new  era  in  Scottish  com- 
HsnoD ;  and  with  resard  to  the  nine  or  meatair.  If,  theu,  it  would  be  a  boon 
ten  clear  months  at  tne  command  of  the  to  set  them  free,  and  to  give  them  oppor- 
profcssoiB,  no  one  idio  knows  them  will  tunity  for  learned  leisure  (labour),  they 
surmise  that  they  wonld  have  too  little  have  earned  it  three  times  over.  And 
to  do.  Besides,  die  students  might  be  let  it  be  done  soon.  Ten  years  hence, 
relieved  of  a  portion  of  miscellaneous  and  for  the  most  of  them  it  will  be  tAo 
labours  in  the  committeas,  and  have  late-  With  impaired  oner(i(iea,  and  their 
piecea  of  consecutiTs  stndy  prescribed,  literary  and  even  Christian  ambition 
■hich  might  be  handed  in  to  the  pro-  qoenehed  by  growing  infinnities,  and 
Inug  when  they  returned  to  the  Half,  tbe  prospect  en  little  time  in  which  to 
■ltd  which  they  could  examine  in  the  make  their  studies  bear  upon  the  pnr- 
uMrraL  poses  for  which  leisure  is  given, — not  tp 
I  do  not  venture  to  anticipate  the  mention  graver  reflections, — they  would 
■dad  of  the  Ghorch  at  present.  But  I  feel  that  their  sole  profeasorship  was  a 
ui  couvincdl  that,  should  the  Church  burden  and  not  a  benefit.  Andthepro- 
nttioae  to  proaper,  it  is  only  a  question  fit  of  the  churches  would  suffer  in  equal 
iJtiine,  ffith  the  Free  Ghurcli  on  the  proportion.  If,  then,  there  isanyfeasi- 
iBeside,  and  the  Established  Church  on  bility  in  the  idea  of  a  change,  let  the 
Uk  other,  and  the  English  colleges  in  subject  be  deeply  pondered  ;  let  ^e 
tbe  distance,  and  the  progress  of  Uiings,  united  wisdom  of  the  Synod  be  brought 
it  will  be  impossible  long  to  resist  the  to  bear  upon  it-;  and,  above  all,  let  de- 
tide  of  fashion.  And  if  it  Is  to  be  made  vout  prayer  be  made  to  the  Great  Head 
•t  all,  let  it  be  made  now.  Our  pro-  of  the  Church,  who  is  the  Author  of  all 
fnon  have  earned  it.  They  have  earned  gifts  atid  graees;  who  bleaaes  and  re- 
itl7diligent,efficient,Buccessfallabours.  wards  the  labours  of  His  faithful  ser- 
lloiiipariDg  them  with  the  Free  Church  vanta ;  who  can  direct  to  a.  proper  con- 
Kail,  they  have  already  (it  will  scarcely  elusion  ;  who  can,  if  it  so  please  Him, 
be  aedit«d)  saved  the  Church,  by  their  unlock  the  fountains  of  charity,  and 
pastoral  labours,  upwards  of  Ii.l6,000;  make  the  denirable  funds  be  forthcoming; 
lod.  including  the  lamented  Professor  and  who  can  overrule  all  arrangemenls 
Brown,  upwarfs  of  L.18,000.  Mormust  for  the  purposes  of  His  gSory. 
't  be  forgotten,  that  by  their  firniuess  With  thanks  for  your  indulgence,  and 
u>d  sound  instructions,  and  the  respect  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  your 
{wd  to  their  eminence,  and  the  vigour  important  labours, — I  am,  etc. 
of  dteir  discipline,  they  have  stemmed  Resh. 
Hie  tide  cf  negativa  theology  that  has 


OUR  PEEACHERS. 


llEUt  Sm, — I  cuinot  deny  myself  the  neas,  I  hope  he  may  be  induced  to  write 

privilege  of  expressing  the  very  high  ag^n,  wiuk  a  view  to  bring  his  import- 

"stisfacUon  and  the  agreeable  hope  ex-  ant  thoughts  and  suggeBtiona  to  that 

cited  by  the  perusal  of  the  letter  in  your  j:  Tactical  issue  to  whi^  he  BO  cleaily 

^  Number,   on  "  Our   Students   and  directs   attention.     The   fuller  occupa- 

Pteachsrs."    In  almost  every  word  I  tion  of  preachers,  appointed  to  BupjJy 

most  heartily  concur  ;  and  as  your  cor-  ministers'  puljnta  as  well  as  the  polpits 

yopondent  seems  well  versed  in  his  sub-  of  vacant  oongregationB,  is  a  subject 

ject,  and  writes  with  a  generous  earnest-  which  merits  immediat«  attention,  if 


.  ^.oo^Ic 
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preacheiB  are  to  be  protected  from  un'     Lord's  da.y.    While  the  Synod  hut  dM 
laTOuiable  compariEone,  and  eecuted  of     had  ita  attention  occupied  on  the  Biibit  ' 


dioae  advantages  to  which  your 
sterial  eorreapondent  so  properly  refere. 
Nothing  would  give  me  greater  pleanire 
than  to  know  that  it  had  become  the 
rale  among  preacbeis,  on  th^ir  arriTnl  ii 


preachers  would  be  justified  in  tsting 
tha  isitiatiTe ;  and  the  temper  of  our 
Church,  and  of  our  time,  ia  greatly  mil- 
understood,  if  anything  but  what  ii 
good  and  encouraging  may  be  expeCt«d 


a  place,  to  ask  what  work  they  had  to     to  follow, — 1  am  yours,  etc. 


Akutheb  MnfiBTER. 


ATTENDANCE  OF  ELDEBS  AT  SYNOD. 


Gusoow,  4prii  13, 1861. 
Sir, — In  looking  ovae  the  roll  of  laat 
'  Synod,  I  was  very  much  struck  with  the 
Tery  small  attendance  of  elders,  as  also 
the  number  of  ministers  (about  170)  who 
were  absent.  One  prealqtery  had  neither 
minister  n<H'  elder  presents  Of  tbe  31 
fffesbyteries. 


.0  had  n< 


7  lud  reipactivel}'  8,  9 


In  aH,  1'40  dden.  Of  that  niunl>er,  & 
were  from  two  preehyteria, — nearly  as 
many  as  from  the  othsr  29  put  together^ 

And  the  meeting  o(  1859  was  not  an; 
better. 

*  The  sooner  sosfte  plan  is  adopted  the 
brttffl,  whereby  only  elders  who  will  tee 
it  their  duty  to  attend  faithfully  <  out 
prGsbyt«riea  and  Synod  be  appointed, 
and  accept  the  af^ntroent. 

Would  you  be  ho  kind  as  giTe  thi« 
atatem^t  a  place  in  the  Jlfarra2tn«  f  h 
may  be  the  metms  of  calling  attention  te 
this  plowing  evil. — I  am,  et«i 

A  U.  P.  Elder 


SiitElitgtntE.— ^Initrli  :^rEBinittrintt  (t^mtji. 


paaSBTTERill,  paoCBBDIHOS. 

Aberdeta. — This  pTeibytery  met  on  the 
l^lti  Fetamary— Mr  Dickie  in  the  chiir. 
Tlie  businesB  consisted  in  tbe  examination 
of  Mr  Green,  student,  and  discnwion  and 
arrangement  of  larioiu  matters  of  routine. 
Mr  Bell  of  MidiQflr  was  appointed  moder- 
ator in  room  of  Mr  Dickie,  whose  term  of 
oOtce  had  expired.  Adjourned  to  meet  on 
Tuesdaj  after  flntt  Sabbaih  oF  April.— This 
pnesbjlerj  again  met  in  St  Nicholas  Laile 
Bclwolrooni,  on  Tuesday,  the  9tli  of  April- 
Mr  Dickie,  modernlorprofsm.  There  were 
present  the  following  corresponding  mem- 
hers,  yiz. :— Mr  Hunter,  Savoch  of  Deer ; 
Mr  Thomson,  Haddington  ;  Mr  U.  Angni, 
I'eebles ;  and  Mr  Anderson,  Ceres,  Fife. 
Draft  resolutions,  as  tu  regaiationa  for  the 
exiininatinn  of  students  attending  the 
Divinity  Hull,  were  read  by  Mr  M'Arthur, 
>  and  approT<;d — thanks  being  accorded  to 
the  eoiumittee.  Begolaiioni  from  the 
General  Committee  on  Theological  Edu- 
cation, for  the  examinalioD  of  applicants  fur 
admiDtion  lo  the  Hall,  were  alio  read,  and 
the  presbytery  resolved  in  terms  thereof. 
These  regulations  appoint  the  examination 
in  all  preiibjiteries  lor  the  last  Tuecdoy  in 


June.  Dr  J.  C.Brown  reported  as  Snperin- 
lendent  of  students  attending  the  Univo 
■ity.  The  report  of  Committee  on  Fresb;- 
terial  Visitation  was  given  in  ;  and  it  «in 
recommended  to  each  eongregalioo  tomiike 
a  collection  toward  defraying  the  expenEu 
connected  with  the  visilalion.  Mr  Dickie,  | 
huving  left  the  moderniur'a  chair,  which 
was  tnken  pro  ttm.  by  Dr  Brown,  gave  in 
the  n  port  on  presbylerial  statistic'.  The 
"Ber^fcate  membership  in  connection  wilh 
ihii  presbytery  is  5394,  The  con iribu tier i, 
from  all  sources,  for  congregational  purpofci 
during  the  year  have  been  I..2Ta8,  I6s.  7d., 
or  an  average  of  about  L.l,  Sa.  Tjd.  per 
member.  Tlie  total  contributions  tar  di'h- 
sionary  and  benevolent  parposes  amount  to 
L.46S,l8i,.'id.,oraboni3a.)ld.permember; 


presbytery  are  25  Sabhsth  school)^  with 
HG  teachers,  and  an  sggregate  atlendtiicc 
of  1084  children  ;  betides  IS  advunce'l 
classes,  with  ah  sltendance  of  S49.  Theie 
are  S4  prajei'-meetiiiga  weekly,  10  fort- 
nightly, and  IT  monthly.  As  compared  «ith 
the  previous  year,  Uiete  is  an  incresEe  of 
78  members.  On  contcibniiona  for  ci  njite- 
gaiional  purposes  (here  ia  an  iacicase  vf 


ib,Google 
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thaanxIetjlieliumaiiifeBtedtoitTeiigthen 
the  h«ods  of  the  brethren.  The  neict 
meetins  ii  to  be  held  at  Dumfriea  on  the 
flritt  Wednesday  of  Jone. 

Ediaburg/i.—At  the  meeting  in  March  of 
(his  presbjiery,  the  following  overture  was 
unanimoiulT  agreed  to;— That  whereas,  in 
Rianj  of  the  congregations  nnder  the  in~ 
■peetion  of  the  Synod,  andin  many  dUtricts 
of  the  coanlrj,  there  has  of  late  been 
awakened  a  very  Bpecial  inlereet  in  DWine 
things,  nhich  it  is  of  the  nEmost  conse- 
quence to  cherish,  direct,  and  proniate; 
whereas  it  is  the  special  daty  of  toe  Synod 
to  watch  over. the  spiritoal  prosperity  of 
our  churches,  and  of  the  conntry  in  gene- 
ral ;  and  whereas  much  good  may  beeained 
by  the  members  of  Synod  holding  a  fnendly 
confarence  on  the  state  of  TitaT  godliness 
in  their  varions  spheres  of  nsefnlness,— for 
in  sneh  a  conference  mnch  information 
may  he  commnnicated  regarding  the  work 
of  God  in  different  qnarters  of  rhe  Chnrch 
— some  things  of  donbtful  import  may  be 
placed  in  their  true  aspect  or  rectified — the 
plans  of  usefulness  parsued  in  one  district, 
when  stated  in  detail,  may  recommend 
themselves  to  brethren  in  another  district — 
much  Christian  affection  and  leal  may  be 
awakened  and  cherished — andthememberg 
of  Synod  may  then  retnm  to  their  homes 
refreshed,  glsjMened,  and  animated  with 
renewed  fervour  in  the  canse  of  onr  Divine 
Master ;  — it  is.  tbuefore.  hambly  orertnred 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Edinbargh,  that  the 
Synod  set  apart  a  sedernat,  or  part  of  a 
sederunt,  of  their  approaching  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  a  conference  on  the 
state  of  religion  in  oar  chnrcbes,  and  in 
the  country  in  general,  and  on  the  best 
means  of  promoting  its  prosperity.  —  A 
special  meeting  of  this  presbytery  was  held 
OQ  Wednesday,  ITlh  April,  mrthe  purpose 
of  receiving  a  report  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  dispute  be- 
tween the  Nemngton  Free  and  DuncBu 
Street  United  Freibyterian  congregations, 
regarding  the  district  of  Causewayside — 
the  Rov.  A.  C.  Rutherford,  moderator. 
The  report,  which  was  read  by  Ur  Feddie, 
was  as  follows : — 

"  We.  the  committee  appoint  In-  tha 
United  Presbyterian  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh 
in  reference  to  the  memorial  from  the  congre- 
gation of  Duncan  Street,  bare  uow  to  report 
that  we  met  with  the  memoriBlista,  liad  all  the 
dooumenls  and  papers  connected  with  the  case 
submitted  to  ua.  and  made  such  incguiriee  as 
-we  thought  necflBBary  In  order  to  arrive  at  a 
sound  judgment  in  tha  case.  Wa  find  that 
the  matter  originatod  in  a  circnUr  addressed 
by  tha  Rev.  Dr  Begg  and  hia  CDUgragalion  lo 
the  public  of  Newington,  represeatiug  the 
adjoining  suburb  of  Causevayside  as  ia  a 
spiritual  point  of  view  peculiarly  destitute 
and  nsgleotod,  and  calling  for  pecuniary  snb- 


BoripOons  to   anablo  them   to  orerlaie  this 

ing  mlsgiouary  and  benevolent  operntions  ol 
the  same  kind  as  those  already  eilaUng  there. 
We  find  that  offence  was  given  by  this  cir- 
cular to  Duncan  Street  congregatlao,  who 
therefore  nnnonBtrated  with  Dr  Begg  and  bis 
friends,  and  this  on  several  grounds : — First, 
because,  thoneb  making  some  alladoB  to  tbs 
good  effected  by  Duncan  Street  oongrcgation, 
It  renresoiited  the  district  as  still  lamentably 
deetitutoi  And  this  they  considered  neither 
correct  in  fact,  nor  lair  and  kind  to  them  as  s 
sister  congregalaon ;  not  correct  in  tact,  be- 
cause Causewayside,  in  place  ol  being  deali- 
tate,  was  well  supplied  vrith  the  means  of 
religion  In  qnestion ;  and  not  fair  or  kind  to 
a  Water  congr^ration,  which  had  provided 
theBS'moans  at  ita  own  cost,  withont  asking  a 
single  penny  from  the  public,  and  tberefon 
deserve  to  have  ita  efforts  fully  reoc^ised- 
And,  secondly,  because  an  Increase  of  the 
same  religious  and  benevolent  zneans  conid 


eeqqence  would  be  frei^nent  crossings  and 
PoUisions  between  the  niiasionarieH  and  other 
agents  in  their  respective  walks,  blether 
■with  a  rlvnlship  and  canvassing  between 
schoole  and  other  institutions  belonging  to 
the  different  ehorches,  that  could  not  fail  bi 
gender  strife  and  party  spirit,  and  prssenta 
very  unseemly  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  (be 
people  of  the  district,  as  though  those  labour- 
ing among  them  were  bidding  against  each 
other  for  their  favour,  and  had  some  other  end 
in  view  than  tbeir  spiritual  and  moral  good, 
and  the  promotion  o[  the  common  cause  oi 
vital  ChriBtisuity.  In  order  to  aBcertain  Uie 
justice  nf  these  allegaOnns,  we  directed  onr 
attention  to  carefully  prepared  statistics  of 
the  Causewayside,  both  as  to  population  and 
moral  and  religious  habits,  as  also  to  details 
of  the  Duncan  Street  operations ;  and  we  find 
that,  witliont  taking  into  view  at  all  what  hu 
been  done  in  the  same  field  by  Dr  Be^'t 
congregation,  the  district  is  amply  supplied 
with  the  means  of  religions  instruction  snd 
improvement — more  amply  supplied  than  any 
other  district  of  this  dty  with  which  it  on 
be  compared.  No  hsaitation,  therefore,  ii 
f<lt  by  us  in  recommending  to  thispreaby- 
tery  to  approve  of  the  prooednra  of  Duncin 
Street  in  remonstrating  with  Newington  FrM 
Church  on  their  propoBed  new  measures,  wi 
the  circular  in  which  these  were  aanonnced. 
It  is  not  at  all  noedtnl  tor  us  to  illustrate  the 
injurious  effects  of  an  over  supply  of  iu»]u 
In  one  locality,  or  of  the  mixUig  of  diEtricU 
and  the  oonBequeot  crossing  of  missloniriei 
belonging  to  different  bodies.  This  is  folly 
acknowledged  by  men  of  all  parties  ;  and  Vi 

fatoly  held  in  tha  city,  attended  by  ministen 
of  various  denominations,  at  which,  Ihosgli 

the  ond  In  view  was  admitted  to  be  of  gr«t 
moment,  and  by  none  more  fully  than  bj 
ministers  of  the  Free  Church.  We  find  tbil 
■a  ■NonHngton  Free  Church  did  not  jioldw 
-      tiie   part^  DimcW 


ib,Google 
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behalf  of  tifiir  tnissicms.  But  neilhef  had  the 
Newington  Free  Church,  though  they  did  go 
to  the  puUic,  made  the  publiu  aware  thnt  a 
territorinl  church  was  their  ultimate  aibi,  to 
which  other  and  interior  schemes  were  only 
Bub«idiary.  Our  third  remark  is,  that  thongh 
the  Four  ministers  reported  great  desdtatinu 
to  exist  in  the  CauBewajside,  slid,  accord' 
ingly.  'ureentljr  recommended  that  no  litfio 
Bhoutd  be  lost  in  supplying  the  deficiency' — 
namel;,  liy  the  erection  of  a  territorial  chnrch 


beyond  the  district  in  which  this  etrohg  i 

of  deatituljon  was  said  to  exist,  and  knowingly 

or  igTiorantly  included  other  outlying  dis- 


propoBBl  to  '  late  these  into  connection  wlUi' 
the  southern  section  as  a  fleld  of  miailDii 
Bgeucy,  Is  simply  absurd;  Ihey  cnntiot  ie 
Ukela  into  connectinn,  because  they  are  p)a«d, 
I ..  .  — ..._  ;-  _;j.  — J   tnaepanible 


The  , 


nent,  i 


Thisn 


listake 


jf  the  district  to  which  their  com- 
mission and  fbe  question  at  issua  were  cod> 
fined,  Vitiated  and  confused  the  etatiatlcs  on 
which  the  whole  of  the  subseiiueiit  procedure 
was  founded  for  the  division  ol  the  diatrict, 
which,  it  was  notwithstanding  pronounced, 
ought  to  be  salisfactory.  The  fourth  remark 
Is,  that  the  adoption  by  tiie  Free  Church 
prosbjlery  of  the  report  o(  the  visiting  com- 
mittee, to  the  effect  that  the  dratitution  of  the 
district  ought,  as  soon  as  poseible,  to  be  sup- 
plied hy  the  erecUon  of  a  territorial  church, 
was,  in  point  of  fact,  a  summary  decision,  and 
■omethingmore,  of  the  whole  queetion.  What 
had  Ven  from  tlie  first  resisted  by  (he  Duncan 
Stteet  congregaUon  was  the  increase  of  the 
kind  of  agencies  already  existing  in  a  district 


ve  working   oE  tl 


hinder  the  effectii 
How,  howevf 
church  that 
known  Ihat  this  implies  schools,  miaaionane*, 
agents,  visitors,  and  that  the  equipment  is  not 
deemed  complete  without  such  appurtenances 
How  a  fnll  array  of  these  is  to  be  introduced 
into  the  dispnted  territory  without  disturbing 
superseding,  conflicting  with,  and  rendenng 
nugatory  the  whole  ai  uie  agencies  estabhsbed 
and  carried  on  in  it  at  greet  cost  liy  Duncan 
Street,  which,  to  say  the  least,  had  as  good  a 
right  to  the  ground  as  the  other  party,  is  not, 
at  first  sight,  very  obvious.  The  other  dutv 
assigned  to  the  visitors  was  to  ascertain  tba 
practicability  of  an  arrangement  for  the 
division  of  the  district  Ihat  ought  to  be  satis 
factory.'  And  the  equity  of  tbe  arrangement 
which  has  been  proposed,  or  rather  imposed 
we  may  now  look  at  The  presbytery  need 
scarcely  be  informed  that  the  Cauaewayaide 
ia  a  long  strip  of  street  running  north  and 
south,  parallel  with  Newisgton,  and  cut  into 
two  very  ui>eqnal  parts  by  the  juQcliou  of 
SalisbiiiT  and  tjrange  Eoads.  The  division, 
then,  which  according  to  our  Free  Church 
brethren  ought  to  be  Eatisfaclory,  consists  just 
in  giving  tlie  United  Presbyterians  thesmsJler 
section  of  Ibis  stn^l,  and  in  taking  t^e  larger 
to  themselves.  Perhaps  tliis  may  be  all  the 
itisfactnry,  that  the  Free  Church  ^ — 


ion  of  it 


t  fho 


orthen 


.,  e  populous  district, 

while  the  United  Presbyterian  portion,  at  the 
Bouthem  eilremity,  leadainto  the  green  fielda. 
Two  small  villages  lie  over  the  bill  to  the 
tontb,  and  another  far  to  the  eastj  bat  tbo 


just  as  we  have  said,  to  give  the  smaller  shin! 
of  the  district  to  those  who  have  long  effec- 
tively occupied  the  whole  of  it,  and  to  Betnre 
the  lai^er  share  for  tliose  who  have  had  litUe  | 
more  than  nominal  possession  of  anV  part  of  I 
iC  We  find  it,  indeed,  averred  that  Uilsmoet  j 
inequitable  division  bad  already  eliated  is 
fact,  and  that  this  was  well  understood  be- 
tween the  parties]  but  as  Euncan  Street  con- 
gr¥gatian  demurs  to  the  BtatcWent,  and  flatly 
denies  it,  we  are  obliged  1o  conclude  thai  the 
alleged  fact  has  been  borrowed  from  fancy, 
and  that  the  underalanding  has  been  all  on 
one  side.  We  find  that  in  Ihe  southern  or 
smaller  section,  thus  so  generously  made  OTtr 
to  the  Duncan  Street  congregation,  there  are 
ninety  viailable  familiee;  while  in  the  itorthmi 
or  larger  section,  claimed  for  the  Free  Church, 
there  are  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  entire 
district  of  the  Causewayside  contains  only  tvo 
hundred  and  thirty  visitable  familite;  and 
these  comprise  a  popidation  of  only  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  souls.  Now,  by  viaJtaWe 
families,  we  understand  fanjilies  to  which 
there  ia  access  for  a  missionary.  But  it 
would  be  a  gross  mistake  to  suppose  that  til 
these  were  destitule  of  religion,  or  careless  of 
the  public  means  of  grace.  It  must  be  dis- 
tinctly stated  (hat  there  are  amon^  Ihem  com- 
paratively few  of  the  class  for  whom  mainly 
temtonal  chnrchca  are  erected,  and  town 
mission  work  carried  on;  that  is,  there  ara 
comparatively  few  of  the  very  low,  and  de- 
graded and  non- church -going  class.  There 
are,  no  doubt,  a  number  of  the  residents  m 
the  Causewayside  who  are  as  careless  and 
godless  as  any  to  be  found  elsewhere;  hot 
there  are  a  large  number  of  regular  chnrch- 
gccrs— members  of  Iho  Eelablished,  Fref, 
United  Presbyterian,  and  othfr  religions  de- 
nLmmationB.  Kow,  we  conceive  that  the 
whole  of  this  claas  must  he  deducted  from  tbe 
population  who  stand  in  need  of  being  plied 
br  missirnaries  aud  visitors.  This  viH 
greatly  and  rightly  reduce  the  field  for  mission 
work    or  nhat  is  called  territorial  agency. 

purposes  for  which  money  is  givtn  and  such 
agencies  upheld,  if  either  Tnissionariea  or 
ministers,  whether  called  (erriiorial  or  by 
any  other  name,  shall  consider  tbemselvts 
entitled  to  creep  into  houses,  either  of  ths 
neb  or  the  poor,  who  are  already  attached  to 
some  evangelical  congregation,  and  under 
pretext  of  stirring  them  up  to  attend  public 
worship  eball  aim  at  withdrawing  ibem  fiom 
that  congregatioD,  whether  belonging  to  their 
own  or  any  other  r^ligioua  body.  This  were 
a  mean  and  selfisL  proselytism,  as  narrow 
and  contemptible  as  hurtful  and  hypocritical, 
which,  if  avowed,  or  practised  without  being 
avowed,  would  soon  make  the  name  of  terri- 
torial or  mission  church  stink  in  the  nosirili 
of  the  Christian  public.  We  certainly  find, 
however,  that  there  are  in  the  district  not  a 
few  famihvs  who  aie  legitimate  objects  of 


ib,Google 


KEUQIODS  HfTGLUGEKCB. 

npleftsaut  olnnimBtuicos  to  take,  hts  shall  be  sHoired  to  conttnoe  Ita  opentiom, 

subject  of  inquirjr.  without  the  fear  of  beiiiK  ejeetod  o 

_  _, _„..  ._  cVriaUaiifc"  Vlewad  in  this  light, 

cation,  u  cliaracteruad  not  lese  by  EaininM  tbe  queatlon  of  local  lutenat  as  reepecta  the 

Umn  bypHitionce  under  considerable  provoca  -  igauei  dir¥Ctlj  InvaWed,  la  one  of  real,  and 

tioD.    We  Import,  aecdndly,  ^lat  the;  should  even  vast  importaacs.     It  reoolrea  ibelf  Islo 

be  adrised  to  go  on  with  the  varioiiB  mis-  thin, — Hai   an;   chnrch,  hovoTcr  large  and 

lionary  and  boneroleat  opnatiouB  they  hare  rapectablo  it  may  be,  a  title  to  dialribale  its 

hitherto  conduoted,  with  muv  tokens  of  the  varioos  organixatione  over  the  land,  totaltf    | 

favour  of  God,  and  much  good  fruit  to  many  irrespectire  of  the  eiistHDce  of  all  other  evia- 

Boula.     We  think,  thirdly,  that  the  pTEsbytery  Helical  bodies?     Finally,  we  advise  that^on 

ahonhi  exppBBi  It*  recret  that  events  ihould  inquire  at  the  Duncan   Street  ooHgTCgalion, 

I J  . ^ '-loaity  betrween  whether,  in  the  event  of  it  being  tConglil 

kuy  important  that  the  tinie  has  come  when  a  new  local  or 

matters,  and  who  have  both,  no  doubt,   at  territorial  chnrch  should  be  erected  in  the 

heart  the   honour    of  the  Bedeemer  in  the  Cnusewaynde    district,    In    addition    to  ihi 

advancement  of  the  common  laith.     Finally,  agencies  thev   have  lutherto  so  vigorooslr 

we  advise,  as  the  last  Kkolj  means  of  remov-  carried  on,  tbey  are  prepared  to  meet  such 

ing  offence,  of  restoring  ^oodfeelingSi  and  of  views  by  epecdy  action.    PrajinK  that  in 

C venting  {EerTnanent  mischief  and  alienation  this  matter  the   presbytery  may   have   the 

1  wider  cimlo  than  the  membership  of  the  guidance  of  Divine  wisdom,  and  arrive  staa 

two  congregations,  as  likely  to  be  the  issue  of  (Dlightened  and  beneficial  decision,  we  Uf 

th(«e  proceedings,  that  you  open  up  a  cor-  to  present  you  with  this  nport,  as  the  iroitol 

rtwpondence  with.the  Free  Churoli  Presbjlery  the  best  consideration  we  have  been  able  to 

of  Edinburgh,  and  invite  a  conference  on  the  give  to  the  subject.     Buch  is  the  report  we 

part  of  a  committee  .of  their  number,  with  a  had  prepared,  and  now  lay  upon  your  table, 

committee  of  yours,  in  order  to  an  amicable  in  reference  to  the  facts  of  this  case,  as  thew 

adjustment  of  the  difference  that  has  arisen,  had  emerged  at  the  date  of  our  appoiatmeDt    : 

It  is  a  painful  eircumstancB  that   era  first  We  have  now,  however,  to  call  yourattentioa 

' 'i  »n  ecolfsiastical  capaci^,  to  a  decision  of  the  Free  Church  presbytery, 

of  the  Free  Church,  should  tbe  knowledge  of  which  has  only  this  dsT    : 

iBiBHi  IV  a  Luiiiij  uccaaioning  discord,  and  that  reached  us.     Whether  the  decision  lo  wliiM    I 

may   engender  jet  further  painful  feeling,  we  allude   should  lead  the  presbytery  to  s    I 

Nor  wonid  we  for  an  instant  propose  a  meet-  course  of  action  such  as  we  have  recommended. 

Ing  with  them,  for  the  purpose  of  debate,  in  or  now  renders  anything  of  the  kind  na- 

which  one  party  might  carry  off  the  prize  necessary,  without  determining,  we  leave  this 

from  another,   in  a   mere  dialectic  display,  presbytery  itself  to  consider." 
What  we  wish  is  to  meet  in  trnly  brotherly  The  report  wai  agreed  to.  I 

oonference,   to  show  them,  as  we  think  we  Faiiirt.—TM»   presbytery  met  on  ttie 

can,  that  they  have  erred  from  imperfect  in-  jj  April-the  Rev.  James  Scott,  BatbgXe, 

formation,  and  done  a  wrong  which  It  would  moderator.     Messrs  French,   Smith,  ud   ' 

he  only  wise  and  honourable  to  re,«ir      That  jjoffat,  stndenta.  «ere  examined,  by  writ- 

X^^i^rw'^^^Sron^re'S'^i^'^u^m  te.pa««^o«  Habrew,  Greek.  Lat?;,,..d 

the  event,  should  it  be  otherwise,  shall  con-  Church  E1SI017.    Their  examination  wbj 

Tiuce  ns  we  have  counted  too  much  on  the  stastsined.       Messrs    French    and    Smitli 

ordioery  teelinHS  of  brotherhood  and  common  delivered  ditconrses,  which  were  approved. 

Christianity.    The  measure  which  we  thus  The  presbvterj  instructed  their  committee 

hombly  propose  to  this  Court,  we  might,  per-  on  Home  fevangelization  to  make  orrsnge- 

haps,^  not  think  justified,  wore  the  interests  menta  for  visitations  and  mBetrngs  in  cer- 

audngbts  of  Duncan  Street  alone  concerned  (ain  deslitnte  localities  dnring  fhe  snromet 

Tlci:^:.''Zt:fiLX:^'''^ni  ^he    cUrk    read    .L    overtn™    anen.  . 

cannot  avoid  seeing  and  wishing  our  Chunih  S^"^"'  Assemblj,  remitted  by  the  Synod, 

generally  alive  lo  the  fact  that  tliere  is  a  ^he   presbytery  nnanimonsly  agreed  10 

principle  of  wide  application  at  stake  in  this  report  to  the  Synod  in  favour  of  a  Generil 

matter.     Many  congregations  and  ahurches  Assembly.     The  presbylei?  appointed  the 

throughout  the  city  and  country,  as  well  as  Bev.  Messrs  Wade  and  White  membeis  of 

Duncan  Street  and  Kewinpton,  are  engaged  tbe   Committee   of  Bills    nnd    Overtures. 

In    homo  mission   enterprise    in  conliguous  Next  meetintt  to  be  in  Edinburgh  on  (he 

fleld-t       The    rigbto    and    duti«    of    th™  ,4,^  May.      "  ^ 

churehes  in  ralation  to  each  other  must  be  Gaitoui™.~.Thi8pTeBbytclTinetinSeir- 

Saf%'^^noraUo'nXro"/oi'c':l  ^^X^X'^-  on  Tu^dnyr^Tth  „lt._Ba. 

pies  a  district  with  its  philanthropic  efforK  J°'V'  ^'""'  Wigtown,  moderator.    Tie 

ftlaof  the  lost  moment  to  peace  and  amity  moderator  reported   that  the  Kirkcon^an 

among  ditterent  bodies,  as  well  as  to  the  pro-  congregatiim  had  nnanimoaslj  called  ftir 

Erese  of  the  one  great  common  cause  r'  —  " ..fx-j:.!. — 1. v..  .„i.=  .hnr 
lessed  Lord  and  Master,  that  that  c 


i  pTuAtjltTfi  bonndt.  Il 
I  a  committee  to  ^re  the 
id.  Oiaotiitp  of  UinitUrs. 
re  in  s  report  of  a  commit- 
the  preabjEeij  to  coniidec 
itiei  cammiu«d  br  *ae«nt 
Ithin  the  boandi,  in  ukiag 
iten  without  con  saltation 
I  Dist libation  Committee, 
K  atadents  to  occap/  their 
the  April  rollowinff  Uia 
thej  had  completed  their 
iTinity  H&1L  Altera  abort 
e  report  of  the  committee 
n  the  foUoninR  OTertnre, 
ilo  Qnanimoailr:— "That 
t  reaton-  to  believe  that  ir- 
s  reeentlj  been  eomtnitted 
ds  of  thii  preabjleij,  and 
ir  preabjteTiBS,  with  regard 
ri— (1)  Vacant  congrega- 
npplf  through  tfae  Sjnod'i 
amitlee,  aometimei  reserre 
B,  more  or  fewer,  and  en- 
itc  arrangement  with  pres- 
1  by  ihemselTea  to  fill  up 
leu  vBCBnl ;  (S)  In  Jnanj 
sgationa  hare  asked  and 
y,  nithout  the  interfereoce 
the  Synod'a  Distribntioii' 
lationera  to  snppl?  their 
e  month  of  April  imraedi' 
attendance  of  such  pro- 
Divinitj  Hall :  Therefore, 
sbftcrian  FresbyteiT  of 
overture  the  United  Pres- 
to take  into  con«id«r- 
:t  of  these  iiregularitiet, 
neamres  for  their  remaral 


:Ij  coBBidered  a: 
I  Sjnod,  it  was  rewired — 
tblishment  of  FroTineial 
sdient  in  tbe  meantime." 

notice  of  motion,  That 
rcTlnre  the  Sjnod  to  m^« 

the  preient  made  of  pro- 
ise  of  transporting  eatls, 
nblic  business  tbe  presbj' 
thened  conference  in  re- 
f  relifiion,  and  agreed  that 
tain  districta  of  the  city 
;  for  daily  prayer,  at  whicL 
:ity,  and  those  whom  tbey 
nld  condnet  the  services. 


lionet  from  the  connrega- 
itlended,  craving  guidance 
sscertAin  the  preparedness 

call  a  col  league  to  their 
:Ti6  Kev.  B.  Cranston  was 
a  moderator  ofthesession, 

any  congregational  meet- 
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ing  fbr  the   purpose  after  intimation  on 

.  (WO  several  Sabbatha.  A  communication 
.was  read  Trom  tbe  Home  Secretary,  to  ihe 
effect  that,  should  a  stipend  of  L.120  be 
offered  by  this  congregation,  the  Uoine 
Commiuee  would  grant  a  euitabla  sapptc- 
menljlaring  the  lile  of  the  senior  miniiiter. 
The  Rev.  Charles  Miller  and  Mr  Walter 
Waddell  were  appointed  members  of  the 
■Coioniiitae  of  Sjnod  on  Bilia  and  Over- 
tures. The  examination  of  an  applicant 
-for  admission  to  the  Uivinit/  Hall  was 
fixed  to  tnke  place  on  the  fourth  Tueadaj 
flf  June,  to  be  oondacled  bj  nrilten  papers 
to  Latin,  Greek,  Mathemaiics,  Logic,  Meta- 
physics, Moral  Fhilosopby,  and  Hebrew, 
and  the  examiners  reuppointed.  The  Uev. 
John  Milne,  Greenlaw,  submitted  an  ovei- 
lUEe  to  Synod,  which  concluded  by  aeking 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
consider  what  steps  may  be  most  proper  to 
prevent  the  evils  of  neighbour  denomina- 
'tions  disregarding  each  other's  discipline 
in  matters  which  they  profess  to  be  gnided 
by  the  sajns  principles  and  rules  ;  to  pro- 
mote bonourable  and  friendly  relations 
between  neighbour  denominations  in  cases 
of  members  going  from  the  one  to  the  other 
without  regular  ceniUcates,  and  thereby  to 
further  tbe  credit  of  the  Gospel  and  the 
good  order  and  edification  of  the  Church 
of  Christ.  The  presbytery,  bj  nine  to  two, 
preferred  the  motion  adopt  and  transmit, 
to  the  motion  transmit;  from  which  decision 
the   moderator,   with   Messrs   Jarvie  and 


Polf 


ion,    1 


tbel: 


Milne  and  Hay  were  appointed  to  support 
the  overture  ai  the  bar  of  the  Synod.  The 
Ker.  H.  Itenton  submitted  an  overture  on 
the  subject  of  Scottish  Hurgh  and  Parish 
Schools,  craving  the  Synod  to  petition 
Parliament  for  the  abrogation  of  tests,  and 
the  leaving  of  the  religions  element  to 
parents andchurches,  to  whom  this  Church 
has  ever  asserted  it  belongs.  The  pres- 
bytery unanimously  agreed  to  adopt  and 
transmit  the  overture,  and  appointed  Messrs 
Renton  and  Jarvie  to  support  it  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  Mr  Benton  alsoeubmitted 
an  overture  on  the  subject  of  American 
slavery,  praying  the  Synod,  in  consistency 
nitb  its  past  testimony,  to  renew,  at  the 
present  crisis,  its  denunciation  of  the  sinof 
■laver}',  its  commendation  of  those  religions 
denominations  in  America  which  refuse 
to  hold  Chrislkkn  fellowship  with  slave- 
holders, and  their  sympathy  with  the  in- 
dividuals who  are  actively  contending  for 
the  liberation  of  the  enslaved.  The  overture 
was  unanimously  adopted  and  transmitted, 
and  Mr  Renton  and  ihe  moilcrator  were 
appointed  to  support  it  in  Synod.  The 
next  ordinary  meeting  was  appointed  to  be 
held  on  the  !5(h  day  of  June. 

Kirkcaldy.  —  This    presbytery    met    at 


Leveu  on  the  2Sth  March.  Mr  Btoir, 
student  of  divinity  of  the  1st  year,  was  ex- 
amined in  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  LatiD; 
a.f[cr  which  the  consideration  of  tbe  case 


Messrs  Hillock  and  Henderson,  i 
sioners  from  the  congregation,  were  heard ; 
after  which  the  juembcrB  of  presbjtery, 
at  considerable  length,  ga-ve  their  opiu- 
ions,  in    which  there   seemed    to   be  eo- 

ought  to  be  taken  with  a  view  both  to  llie 
interests  of  Mr  Hardie  and  of  the  congre- 
gation. The  presbytery,  having  adjouEoeii 
^>r  one  hour,  ret^amed,  when  Mr  Hardie 
staled  that,  having  heard  the  stalemenis  oi 
the  commissioners,  and  the  opinions  of  iLc 
presbytery,  and  considering  the  state  cf 
his  own  health,  he  bad  come  to  the  recu- 
lution  of  retiring  from  the  charge  of  tbe 
congregation  of  Kinghorn,  which  be  nei" 
did  accordingly.  Messrs  Petiigrew,  Fleni-  . 
ing,  and  Thomson,  miniaters,  and  Mr 
Walker,  elder,  were  appointed  to  visit  and  . 
confer  with  the  congregation  of  Kinghorii,  , 
to  procure  supply  for  the  pulpit  and  other.  ; 
wise  to  make  such  arrangements  as  may  . 
be  deemed  suitable  and  necessary  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  Church.  A  peti- 
tion, regularly  transmitted,  and  addresteil 
by  Ihe  congregation  of  Dubbieside  to  the 
Synod,  on  the  subject  of  supplement,  wu 
laid  on  ibc  table,  with  a  request  that  tbe 
sail]  petition  should  be  transmitted  by  the 
pre&bylery  to  the  Synod.  It  was  moved 
that  the  petition  be  traamtitted.  It  was 
also  moved  and  seconded,  that  tbe  pelitioii 

DiVr,  not  having  been  seconded,  the  motioD, 
not  to  traatmit,  was  held  lobe  carried,  and 
the  presbytery  decided  accordingly  ;  froni 
which  decision  Mr  Thomson  entered  his 
dissent.  Against  tbe  same  decision  Mr 
Nicol  protested  and  appealed  to  the  Synitd, 
and  craved  extracts,  which  were  grained. 
Messrs  Petiigrew  and  Kerr  were  appointEd  , 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Bills  and 
Overtures  at  the  ensning  meeting  of  Synod. 
Lanark. — This  presbytery  met  on  the 
9th  of  April,  and  waa  consliluted  by  tbe 
Kev.  John  M'Luckie,  moderator.  Mr 
Laurie,studenl  in  divinity,  gave  a  discourEe, 
which,  after  remarks,  was  sustained.  The 
Rev,  Andrew  Scott  and  Dr  Smith  were 
appointed  to  represent  the  presbjtery  in 
the  Committee  of  Bills  and  Overture^  al 
the  approaching  meeting  of  Synod.  The 
Kev.  Peter  C,  Uuncunson  was  cboaeii 
moderator  of  the  presbytery  for  the  iifS' 
twelve  months.  The  next  meeting  of  lln 
court  is  to  be  held  on  Tuesday,  the  4[li 
of  June,  when  the  divinity  students  undvr 
the  superintendence  of  the  presbytery  are  to 
be  present,  to  give  iheit  various  exercisei. 
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■,'ih.t  Sd  Aprii— the  "Bev-.  Francis 
Slimner,  moderalor.  Tbe  Rev.  Jaha  Ed- 
mDDd,  D.D.,  LonJon,  wiu  invlEed  lo  corre- 
tpond.  Mr  Darid  Walker,  ecadent,  wu 
eutmincd  in  Natarat  Fhilosuphj  and 
Cbarch  Hiatorf,  and  performed  the  exer- 
CLsBB  Co  the  tail  eaciifaction  of  tbe  praib;- 
Mij.  A  ifiLter  from  tha  Re*.  D.  M'Owan 
"is  read,  approving  of  the  appointment 
of  Ut  Cameron  to  visit  Itamse/  on  the 
Ilk  in^i.  The  depatalion  appointed  to 
TisLt  Kend&t  od  the  24th  March,  reported 
ibu  it  had  not  been  caDvenieat  to  receive 
the  deputation  at  the  time  appointed; 
lai  tlie  Rev.  H.  Wallace  having  addressed 
the  pretbjterf,  the  depntation,  conaiaciag 
otihe  Rgv.  K,  S.  Scolt  and  Samnel  Stitt, 
Eiq..  vere  reappointed,  and  iaatracted 
UTisit  Kendal  aboac  the  middle  of  Mar. 
Hr  Alexander  Dcnholm,  elder  from  Brad- 
ford, ^preaaed  the  thanks  of  the  BradFbrd 
congrei^atiDn  for  tbe  aid  which  had  been 
■Sbrded  during  the  illness  of  the  Rev.  D. 


greatlj  improved  health,  and 
ncantinuB  the  supply  at  Bradford  until 
lis  end  of  the  month  of  Mny.  The  Rev. 
S.  S.  ScoEC  read  tbe  annual  report  of  the 
iUiistica  of  the  congregations  within  the 
bftiid),  which  showed  that  considerable 
progress  had  been  made  in  numbers  and 
coMribntions  during  the  year  1860.  The 
number  of  members  iu  cumitiunion  is  2634, 
'be  acccBsiona'  464,  and  the  femovals  by 
iMbi  and  other  causes  239.  The  average 
inendinee  on  the  Sabbath  is  4S5D.  The 
■niDsTil  contributed  for  ministers'  stipends, 
•nd  supply  of  vacant  pulpiis,  has  been 
U699,  Si.  lOd.i  and  the  average  annual 
"W  of  contribntion  for  this  purpose  L.l, 
's.  lu}d.  per  member,  or  1 5a.  1(1,  per  hearer, 
TKe  amount  contribnled  for  building  funds 
•ad  liquidation  of  debt,  L.5956,  2s.  Sd. ; 
die  debt  remaining  on  Iho  property  of  eight 


i.  Sd. ; 


nd  the 


nm  paid  fur  interest  of  debt  dnring  the  yes 
iMbeon  L.3S0,  7».  7d.  The  sum  raijcd  for 
ordinary  congregational  purposes  has  been 
LSJSU,  19s.  lid.,  and  for  missionary  and 
IJenevolencparposeB,  L.197S,  19e,  lid.  The 
■niitnni  returned  as  collected  by  all  the  con - 
Sregsiions  for  all  purposes  is  L.13,tS3.  Oi. 
M.,tndi3attheaveragerBtoofL.5,  Os.SJd, 
per  member,  or  L.a,  14s.  4id.  per  hearer, 

increase,  for  the  si*  years  ending  Uecem- 
J"  31,  IBBO,  of  4  congregations,  875  mem- 
beri,  1669  liearers,  HiZ  Sabbath  .scholars, 
«nd  L,7317,  13a.  ad.  of  yearly  income, 
TliB  thinks  ofihe  presbytery  were  conveyed 
U  Mr  ScoH  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
prepMBd  the  report.    The  clerk  reported 


that  he  had  conveyed  to  the  clerkc  of  the 
Presbyteries  of  London,  Carlisle,  and  New- 
castle the  reaolution  of  this  presbytery 
concerning  Provincial  Synods,  and  a 
Synod  for  England;  and  that  the  Rer. 
James  Pringlc  clerk  of  the  Newcosde 
Presbytery,  had  informed  him  that  that 
presbytery  had  agreed  to  report  against 
the  formation  of  such  Synods,  and  conse- 
quently at  variance  with  the  resolution 
which  had  been  adopted  by  Ibia  presbytery. 
Papers  forwarded  by  the  MarriagO'law 
Defence  Association  were  laid  on  the 
table.  Messrs  Taylor  and  Scott  were 
appointed  to  represent  the  presbytery  in 
the  Committee  of  Bills  and  Overtnres; 
and  the  roll  of  the  presbytery  was  cor- 
rected for  the  clerks  of  Synod.  Mr  S. 
Stitt  reported  that  the  new  school-room  ai 
Bverton  would  be  ready  for  opening  as  a 
place  of  public  worship  for  the  proposed 
congregation  there  on  the  second  or  third 
Sabbath  of  May;  and  Mr  Scott  reported 
that  the  buildings  at  Burtau-upon-Trenl, 
and  the  sabscriptions  to  tbe  Building 
Fund,  were  progressing  very  satisfactorily. 
Agreed  that  next  ordinary  meeting  should 
be  held  at  Blackburn,  on  Tuesday,  lllh 
June;  and  thai,  if  necessary,  a  special 
meeting  should  be  held  at  Edinburgh,  on 
the  Taesday  evening  after  the  assembling 
of  the  Synod,  At  the  request  of  the 
, moderator,  DrBdmond  gave  an  interesting 
and  encouraging  statement  concerning  the 
progress  of  the  Synod's  movement  for 
Church  Extensioii  in  London;  and  ex- 
pressed the  bope  that  this  presbytery 
would  not  oppose  the  transference  of  the 
Kev.  M.  Dickie,  and  the  Bristol  congrega- 
tion, to  the  London  Presbytery,  P.S. — A 
social  meeting  of  the  Derby  Road  congre- 
gation was  held  in  tbe  evening — the  Eev. 
William  M.  Taylor,  M.A„  pastor  of  the 
church,  presiding,  which  was  numerously 

London. — This  presbytery  met  in  Albion 
Vestry  on  the  Sih  April,  and  was  consti- 
tuted by  tbe  Rev,  Rob.  Redpath,  moderator. 
The  clerk  submitted  a  draft  of  overture  to 
the  Supreme  Coart,prop08ingcertain  alter- 
ations on  the  rules  respecting  the  pleadings 
of  commissioners  from  congregations  in 
the  esse  of  translating  calls.  The  presby- 
tery, after  soma  conversation,  agreed  to 
overture  the  Synod  in  terms  of  the  draft. 
A  petition  was  presented  by  Mr  James 
Psterson  from  partiesworshipping  in  West- 
bourne  QrovQ  Hall,  under  the  ministry  ot 
the  Rev.  Dr  King,  craving  the  presbytery 
to  take  steps  to  erect  them  into  a  congre- 
gation. -  It  was  agreed  nnanimously  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  A  petition 
from  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  and  others  worshipping  at  Clapham 
Station  was  laid  on  tha  table,  sabscribed 
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tiy  itsty-ltiree  penoiiB,  reqneiting  the  pres- 
.  )>7ier;  lo  form  them  tnto  b  congrcgkilDn. 
It  ir&i  moved,  Bnil  agreed  lo  nnanimonilj, 
that  chesB  levenleeD  persons  be  declared  to 
be  the  United  Preabjterian  congregation 
of  ClBpham,  under  the  inspection  of  Ihif 
pnMbyterj ;  which  was  dons  accordhiitlj. 
Tbe  clerk  was  directed  to  entcrthe  namei 
in  a  CO mman ion-roll,  to  be  kept  meanwhile  . 
in  his  handi.  An  adjoanied  meeting  was 
held  in  Wells  Street  Vestr;,  on  ApTiflMh 
— Rev.  Mr  Redpath,  moderator.  On  re- 
port from  Mr  Sierenson,  ssTcral  additional 
names  were  added  lo  the  roll  of  the  Clap- 
ham  congregation,  making  tho  present 
nembersbip  94.  A  petition  was  presented 
from  the  congregation,  reqneating  tbe  pres- 
bvlerj  to  fii  an  early  day  for  tbe  election 
oi' elders  and  other  office-bearers.  Tbe  pres- 
bytery cordially  entertained  the  reqnest ; 
fixed  that  tbree  should  be  the  nnmher  at 
elders  chosen  ;  and  appointed  a  meeting  of 
the  congregation  to  be  held  on  the  etening 
of  Wednesday,  lat  May,  for  niaiin^  tbe 
deolion  ;  as  also  for  choosing  a  initable 
nnmber  of  managers  for  the  present  jear. 
Dr  BdtDond  nas  appointed  to  preside. 
Appeared  as  commission ers  from  the  West- 
bourne  Grave  petitioners,  Messrs  Adams 
and  W.P.Millcr,and  presented  the  petition 
anew,  si^ed  now  by  sixty-fonr  persons, 
accompanied  with  certificates  in  behalf  of 
twenty  of  their  nnmber,  Dr  King  also 
gave  in  a  list  of  twelve  other  names  of 
parties  examined  and  approved  by  him. 
The  presbytery  unanmiuasly  agreed  to 
form  these  thirty-two  persons  into  a  con- 
gregation, to  be  known  as  the  WesCboame 
Grove  Terrace  cani:recation ;  and  Dr  King 
was  authoriiedlo  admit  to  membership  such 
other  parties  asmigbt  be  approved  by  him. 
Read  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Qeorge  Thom- 
son, who  at  a  farmer  period,  from  conscien- 
tious difiiculties  as  to  charch  |(ovemment, 
had  left  the  United  Secession  Church,  and 
had  ministered  in  various  charges  since  to 
Congregationalitt  chnrcbes,  requesting  re- 
admission  into  the  denomination,  of  whoKc 
doctrines  and  discipline  be  had  always 
approved,  and  of  whose  scriptural  consti- 
tution as  to  church  order  he  was  now,  and 
bad  for  a  IcnRthened  period  been,  entirely 
conTinced.  Mr  Thomson  was  present,  and 
was  heard;  and  the  presbytery,  from  ex- 
amination of  docnments,  and  tbe  testimony 
of  some  of  the  bretbren,  being  fully  satisfied 
as  lo  Hr  Thomson's  present  status  as  a 
Christian  minister,  agreed  to  transmit  bis 
application  to  the  Synod,  at  its  meeting  on 
the  13Ih  of  May  next,  with  unanimous  and 
cordial  recommendation.     Agreed  to  rc- 

3 nest  the  Synod,  at  its  enming  meeting,  to 
isjoln  the  congregation  of  Bristol  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Lancashire^  with  consent 
of  the  presbytery,  and  of  tbe  session  and 


eongr^ation  concerned,  aitd  to  anaez  the 
same  tu  this  piesbytery.  Appointed  next 
ordinary  .meeting  to  be  held  in  Albion 
Vestry,  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  10th 

tfeiBcagth. — This  preahyteir  met  .on  lbs 
Sd  April— the  Rev.  Stephen  Wallace,  mod- 
erator. On  receiving  the  report  of  the  Mis- 
sion Committee,  it  was  agreed  to  select 
Towlaw,  Crook  and  jis  vicinity,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  as  a  district  for  evange- 
listic efforts  in  tbe  course  of  summer, — tbe 
arrangements  lo  he  made  for  carrying  oni 
this  measure.  Bead  a  note  of  transference 
for  Mr  Robert  Gray,  stndent  of  theology 
-of  the  Sd  year,  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Kilmarnock  to  Kewcastle ;  when  the  nsail 
exercises  were  assigned  lo  him.  The 
Rev.  Messrs  David  Wilson  and  Henry 
Angus,  with  Mr  Robert  Amos,  elder,  were 
appointed  roemben  of  the  Synod's  Com- 
miitee  for  Bills  and  Overtures.  A  com- 
munication was  received  from  tbe  Pres- 
bylei^  of  Z^n  cash  ire,  inviting  co-operation 
in  measures  for  obtaining  the  formation  of 
an  English  Synod  of  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian Cburcb.  Having  prerioDsly  expreEseil 
their  opinion  of  Provincial  Synods,  as  s 
general  arrangement,  beiog  unnecetury, 
Ibcy  regarded  the  saggettion  of  an-Engliib 
Synod,  at  present,  as  inexpedient;  bnt  si 
the  same  lime  they  sgreed  in  the  proposal, 
that  of  the  ministers  and  elders  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  England 
present  at  next  meeting  of  the  Synod  in 
Edinburgh,  a  conference  should  be  held 
in  the  Synod  Hall,  at  half-past  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  tbe  IStb  of 
May,  The  bext  meeting  of  the  presby- 
tery was  appointed  to  be  held  In  Newcastlt 
on  the  1st  Tuesday  of  June. 

Paaley  aad  GrMnoci:.— This  court  met 
at  Paisley  on  I6ih  April.  The  Committeo 
on  HomeEvangeiisation  reported  the  Half-  ' 
Way  House  as  a  suitable  place  for  miaaioD- 
ary  labour  during  tbe  summer,  and  thsl  , 
a  room  had  been  obtained  at  Renfrew, 
where  services  would  be  commenced  with 
a  view  to  arcertaining  what  facilities  exist 
for  fulore  operations.  Several  ministers 
expressed  Ibeir  willingness  to  engsge  in 
home  evangelistic  work  in  tbe  sumner. 
Certain  mles  for  the  examination  of  stu- 
dents entering  the  Hall  by  papers  weie 
adopted  :  A  committee  of  seven  to  be  tbe 
.  examinators  ;  written  questions  to  he  pre- 
pared by  them  ;  the  value  of  each  paper  to 
be  estimated  at  1000 ;  the*  stadents  to  be 
allowed  half  an  hour  to  answer  the  qses- 
lions  on  each  paper ;  ibese  snswers  lo  be  , 
valued  by  tbe  author  of  each  paper;  the 
whole  papers  to  be  liid  before  the  preiby- 
teiT,  who  shall  put  any  further  questions, 
and  decide  on  tbe  whole.  Tho  lynodicsl 
remit  alient  tbe  mode  of  electing  membeis 
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of  tlie  Bosrd  of  Miuioni  Has  ncder  di«- 
I'DSsioD.  The  preibjteij  approTed  of  ths 
orenare  of  the  JIdinbargh  Fre^bjcery  b? 
Thich  the  slectioa  wbji  co  be  mads  by  pres' 

byleri«a;  with  the  exception  of  the  clause 
niduniDg  that  the  members  of  the  Board, 
«schyear,  shall  be  formallj  appointed  to 
their  ofGce  b;  t^e  moderator.  Sev.  D. 
Daff  reported  tbat  be  bad,  presided  at  an 
eleciioii  or  elders  at  KilcreggBn.  Ber. 
Geo.  Broeka  gare  notice  of  a  motion,  that 
lAe  preabTterj,  instead  of  meeting  alCer- 
saleif  atPaiiitej  and  Greenock,  shall  meet 
■I  Paisley  alone.  Keports  were  made  b; 
eommiltees  who  had  visited  the  congrega- 
iJDiu  of  Alexandria,  Eelensbargh,  Qreen- 
ock  (Nicolson  Street),  Johnstone  (East), 
md  InxeraiT.  Kev.  David  Dnffand  John 
Wilson,  with  Arch.  Hutcheaon,  elder,  were 
ippointed  members  of  the  Committee  on 
BirtB  and  Overtures.  Transmitted  to  the 
Sjnod  an  overture  froTa  Abbey  Close  ses- 
lion,  Paisley,  in  favonr  of  nnion  with  the 
Fm  Churcb.  Ntfxc  meeting  to  be  held  in 
Gieenocli,  1st  Tuesday  of  June. 

StirliRg. — This  prasbf  lery  met  on  April 
iL  Thecall  from  the  North  Congregation, 
Eitib,  to  the  Rov.  James  M'Ewan,  'Ban- 
iiKkbam,  was  the  Srst  matter  that  came 
uder  consideration.  The  commissioners 
(tombotb  congregations,  ths  commissioners 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Perth,  and  Mr 
K'Ewan,  who  declared  his  acceptance  of  the 
call,  hating  been  beard,  thepresbjiery  ana- 


nimoiuly  igreed  to  dissolve  the  relation  of 
Mr  M'Ewan  to  the  congregation  of  Bau- 
nockbnrn,  and  to  tianirer  hiin  to  the  Fras- 
bylery  of  Perth.  A  member  of  presbytery 
was  appointed  to  preach  and  iulimate  the 
decision  to  said  cungregalion  on  the  follow- 
ing Sabbath,  and  it  was  agreed  that  .Mr 
James  Mtiir  should  officiate  as  moderator  of 
the 'Session  daring  the  vacancy.  Mr  John 
M'Kerrow  read  an  exercise,  and  Messrs 
Nisbet  and  Kirk  delivered  sermoitB.  These 
students,  with  K[r  Laing,  student,  were 
examined  by  Mr  M'Laron  on  Chnreh  His- 
tory. All  the  exercises  were  approved. 
Appointed  Mr  A.  G.  Fleming,  minister, 
and  Mr  James  Drummond,  elder,  to  be 
memhers  of  the  ensuing  Synod's  Commit  tee 
of  Bills  and  Overtures.  The  annual  mis- 
sionary meeting  of  presbytery  was  fixed 
for  June  4th — Mr  M'Laren  to  preach  '.he 
missionary  sermon,  and  Dr  Trew  to  gice 
the  address  on  practical  rcligioo. 


Slomowag. — Mr  Geo.  Graham,  preacher 
of  the  Gospel,  cfJled  unanimously  on  25lh 
February  —  Bev.  Alexander  Brunton,  of 
Oban,  preached  and  presided  on  the  oeca- 

S/wDiroot  Sireet,  GlasgoiB.—TbaSAV.yf. 
Bruce  Robertson  of  livine,  called  Sad 
April— the  Kev.  Dr  Sobson  presiding. 


3ttlanl|jlii  Ettrnspnt. 

THE  CAUSEWATSIDE  CASE, 

It  maj  seem  ont  of  place  to  occupj  the  pages  of  a  Magazine  meant  for  aii  entire 
ilenomiuatioQ  with  a  case  that  coccerus  only  one  congregation  ;  but  tiiere  are 
ciKumstauceB  that  ma;  tnsJte  this  at  times  cot  only  warrantable  hut  neceefary. 
the  question  concerned  in  the  heading  of  this  paper  has  occupied  for  a  consideiable 
time  much  of  the  attention  of  tie  rehgious  public  in  Edinhurgh ;  has  drawn  forth 
pamphleta  and  newspaper  articles  not  a  few  i  has  travelled  far  beyond  tie  limits 
"I  the  city  ;  Las  entered  the  Presbytery  of  the  Free  Church,  and  now  also  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,— into  the  latter,  both  at  its  ordinary  and  at  a  pro  re 
M/a  meeting.  The  interest  it  has  excited  arises  not,  perhaps,  so  much  from  the 
individual  featuree  of  the  case — though  these  are  somewhat  peculiar  and  novel — as 
'torn  the  way  in  which  they  affect  the  relations  of  the  two  great  Non- Established 
Churches  in  Scotland,  and  the  principles  of  mutual  Christian  courtesy  and  inter- 
denpaiinatiopal  action  that  should  be  acknowledged  by  all  churches.  Similar 
ceUi^DB,  on  a  more  limited  scale,  have  already  arisen ;  and  many  more  must  arise 
li  nie&As  be  not  talteh  to  come  to  some  common  way  of  understanding  as  to  tbe 
miirabla  settlement  of  snch  dispntea.  There  are  doubtless  large  numbers  of  our 
y5*flera  who  are  ignorant  of  tie  facta  of  the  case ;  and  it  will  be  needful  to  enter 
into  Mmenhat  minute  details  of  them  before  making  any  remarks  on  the  merits, 
^wi  the  tieneral  question  that  arises  from  them.  The  writer  stands  at  a  distance 
uw  tile  field  of  action,  and  has  become  acqtiaiuted  with  it  through  the  published 
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documenta  on  both  ndee.  To  theee  he  will  confine  himself,  and  weigli  them  vitiiatit 
conscious  pre]  udice. 

The  colhsioD  lies,  in  the  first  place,  between  the  United  Presbyterian  congregi' 
tion  of  Duncail  Street  (Rev.  James  Robertson's)  and  the  Free  Church  congregation 
of  Newingtou  (Rev.  Dr  Begg's),  and  haa  reference  to  the  mission  work  conducted  in 
the  district  of  Causewayside — this  district  being  the  southernmost  suburb  of  Edio- 
bift^h,  bounded  by  Preston  Street  and  Sciennes  to  the  north,  Majfield  Loan  to  the 
south,  and  by.  Newington  and  Grange  on  the  east  and  west.  ThI  circumstance  of 
the  well-defined  bmils  of  the  district  in  dispute  ia  of  some  importance,  aawill 
afterwards  appear.  The  Duncan  Street  church  lies  within  this  district,  or  un  the 
immediate  border  of  it ;  Dr  Begg's,  at  a,  considerable  distance  to  the'  north-easl. 
In  the  district  there  are  about  230  families  that  are  what  is  called  vinitabU,  that  JB, 
opento  home  mission  influence;  and  in  these  there  are  about  820  children  and  43D 
adults. 

The  claim  of  Duncan  Street  to  this  field  dates  from  1840-41,  when  a  con^regi- 
tion  was  formed  there  by  the  Rev.  James  Clark,  Baptist,  and  various  missionarj 
and  benevolent  agencies  set  on  foot.  In  1846,  this  church,  with  its  agencies,  iru 
transferred  to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  present  congregation 
formed  under  Mr  Robertson,  the  nucleus  of  the  church  remaining.  It  was  trans- 
ferred by  the  proprietrix  (Miss  Aspinal)  on  the  express  stipulation  that  the  various 
mission  agencies  should  continue  to  be  carried  on,  and  parties  who  were  then 
concerned  in  the  work  continue  stOl  among  the  active  proeeout^rs  of  it.  This 
engagement,  beyond  all  dispute,  has  been  carried  out  steadily  and  unremittingly;  ea 
that  the  whole  district  is  thoroughly  visited  by  mission  agents,  paid  and  voluntary, 
and  provided  with  schools  and  other  Christianijing  and  elevating  apjiliances.  There 
seem  to  be  few  parts  of  our  country  so  completely  covered  by  these  in  an  energetic 
state  of  operation  as  CausewayBlde  under  the  congregation  of  Duncan  Street. 
Their  agencies  comprise, — 1.  A  Home  Missionary,  whose  whole  time  is  devoted  to 
the  work  of  visitation  and  holding  meetings  within  the  district.  2.  A  Christiim 
Instruction  Society  of  male  and  female  members,  who  have  the  whole  district 
divided  into  sections  for  the  more  thorough  visitation  and  working  of  it.  3.  Ad 
extensive  Library  of  religious  and  misceilaueoufl  books,  which,  with  various  serials, 
are  free  to  all.  4.  A  Women's  Industrial  Society,  having  for  its  aim  the  improve- 
ment of  the  people  in  their  domestic  relations.  In  connection  with  this  Society, 
there  is  a  savings'  bank,  a  total  ahetinence  society,  and  a/a  infant  school.  6.  A 
Day  School,  to  which  is  attached  an  industrial  department  for  girls.  There  are  tour 
teachers,  viz.,  one  head-master,  one  female  teacher,  one  male  assistant,  and  one 
female  assistant.  Provision  is  made  for  the  payment  of  school  fees  where  f&milifs 
have  not  the  means.  The  number  of  children  attending  is  325 ;  and  so  thorough  is 
the  working  of  the  district,  that  the  rare  case  exists  of  no  children  being  absent 
from  school  who  are  capable  of  attending.  6.  A  Sabbath  School,  with  thirty-nine 
teachers  and  200  children,  and  a  special  service  for  children  in  the  forenoon, 
attended  1^  from  120  to  140.  There  is  also  a  Sabbath -morning  class  for  young 
meh  and  apprentices  residing  in  the  district.  The  expenditure  in  connection  with 
these  schemes  exceeds  L.250  a  year  ;  and,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  buildings,  the 
congregation  has  expended  more  than  L.3000  on  the  Causewayside  mission,  H 
from  their  own  proper  funds,  without  appeal  either  to  governmental  or  private  help. 
We  do  not  know  that  we  have  seen  anywhere  so  complete  a  chart  of  Christian  opew- 
tions ;  and  the  singular  efficiency  with  which  it  has  been  carried  out  speaks  much 
for  the  Christian  spirit  of  the  minister  and  people,  as  it  has  been  also  aided  by  the 
compact,  well-defined  sphere  on  which  they  have  concentrated  their  work.        ' 

The  claim  of  Dr  Begg  to  the  district  commences  with  1843,  the  year  of  the 
Disruption:  but  be  appears  to  have  done  nothing  of  significance  in  it  till  a  year  or 
two  srfter  this,  when  a  school  and  mission  station  were  established  in  Lower  Cause- 
wayside. The  school  existed,  however,  only  for  a  short  time,  and  was  at  iM' 
discontinued  from  want  of  support.  From  this  time  until  last  year  only  Bjme- 
modic  efforts  of  any  kind  appear  to  have  been  made  by  Dr  Begg  in  the  district, 
of  which  it  is  impossible  to  say  anything,  tor  he  gives  no  particulars.  On  this 
j>Mnt,  information  would  be  very  desirable;  but  this  much  is  clear,  both  from  his 
silence  and  his  printed  circular,  that  nothing  was  done  that  could  be  called  contdnuous 


MOHTHLY  BETR03PECT.  251 

rork,  embracing  either  tiie  whole  district  or  an;  one  part  of  it.    While  the 

being  done  b;  otbere,  a  flitting  flag  was  carried  from  place  to  place  at 

and  on  this  a  claim  to  the  district  B  now  founded.     If  there  was  more 

it  should  be  distinctly  stated,  where  and  when.     In  Juue  1860,  there  is 

fi  appearance  of  something  decided  ;^a  place  for  a  miasion  house  was 

land  a  small  brick  building  was  erected.     At  that  time  a  conimuuicatiou 

""■g's  Deacons'  Court  was  received  by  Duncan  Street,  that  they  had'  au 

ig  that  the  line  of  Grange  Hoad  and  Salisbury  Place  should  be  the 

.  between  them,  and  that  the  mission  eifortaof  Duncan  Street  ought  to  ba 

i  to  the  part  of  thedistrictsouthof  this.    Of  such  an  understanding  nothing 

Tbeen  previously  heard ;  and  the  effect  of.it  would  be  to  confine  the  labours 

an  Street  to  not  more  than  ninety  visitable  famiUes,  and  to  throw  them  out 

istriot  wbere  they  had  carried  on  unremittingly  their  mission  operations. 

mean  Street  committee  disclaimed  any  such  underatanding,  and  requested 

communication  on  the  point ;  which,  bowever,  was  never  forthcoming,  and 

*ion  of  Duncan  Street  continued  ita  labours  as  heretofore.    The  next  marked 

la  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  when  a  circular  from  Dr  Begg's 

Court  was  circulated  through  the  district  of  Newington,  among  persons  of 

itions,with  an  appeal  for  aid  to  evangelize  the  Cauaewayside  and  extend 

of  Newington  Free  Church.    As  the  issue  and  contents  of  this  circular 

(jravamtn  in  the  controversy,  it  must  be  adverted  to.    It  claims  Cause- 

a  mission  district  of  the  Newington  Free  Church  since  1843.     It  is 

that  much  good  bad  been  done  by  the  establishment  of  Duncan  Street 

wl  that,  owing  to  sundry  causes,  the  Newington  Free  Church  had  not  been 

1  the  necessities  of  the  district  required ;  tnat  now  the  time  was  come  to 

,  ftnd  greatly  to  extend  their  operations, — a  plan  being  sketched  out  which 

ahnost  all  the  a^ncies  already  at  work  under  Duncan  Street.    The 

ideacribed  as  "  destitute."    The  Christian  people  of  the  neighbourhood  are 

helpDr  Begg  t(i  repair  its  "  long  neglect  ^"  and  they  are  told  that  "there  is 

'no  district  in  the  kingdom  in  which  the  poor  dwell  so  near  the  compara- 

"'",  and  have  upon  the  whole  received  hitherto  bo  httle  direct  notice  from 

i  a  circular  entering  the  houses  of  members  of  Duncan  Street  Church, 

:iiing  the  district  which  they  were  working  bo  energetically  as  so  darkly 

and  appealing  to  them  for  money  to  enter  into  conflict  with  their  own 

iere,  could  not  but  excite  considerable  feeling.     The  committee  of  the 

felt  that  difficulties  would  arise  from  a  double  system  of  operations  being 

into  a  field  already  fully  occupied,  and  that  the  view  given  of  the  district, 

it  mtentioaally  or  not,  was  a  public  misrepresentation  which  they  were  bound 

e  the  question  enters  on  what  may  be  called  its  second  stage,  and  that  which 
S^on  the  more  important — the  stage  of  negotiation.  The  matter  of  the 
Igational  right  to  the  mission  district,  on  the  one  side  or  other,  is  not  of  so 
WDsequence,  as  how  such  disputes,  when  they  arise,  should  be  dealt  with. 
MOTiittee  of  Duncan  Street  appointed  three  of  their  number  to  wait  on  Dr 
Wd  request  a  conference  with  his  Deacons'  Court  on  the  subject.  Dr  Begg 
' ''>  fepresent  the  matter  to  the  Deacons'  Court,  and  wrote  stating  that  the 
■lad  appointed  three  of  ita  members  to  meet  with  the  deputation.  They 
'^  liberty,  however,  only  to  listen  to  the  complaint,  and  not  to  enter  into  any 
^n  about  it,  or  agreement  on  it.  As  nothing  could  result  from  this,  a 
;twaa  made  for  a  conference  with  the  whole  court.  This  request  was  refused. 
™  wid  disappointt-d  at  this,  the  committee  made  another  attempt  to  obtain 
"=ab\e  Bettiement,  and  prepai-ed  a  statement  of  the  whole  facta  of  the  case, 
*a  offer  to  submit  the  question  to  arbitration— the  arbiters  proposed  by  the 
'"Street  committee  being  five  gentlemen  exclusively  from  the  Free  Church, 
w  any  immediate  answer  to  this,  the  circulars  complained  of  were  still  more 
/Q'atnbuted,  and  vigorous  canvassing  carried  on  for  money,  among  people  of 
'fiatian  denominations.  On  this  being  again  represented  to  Dr  Begg  in  the 
^   "rteoua  terms,  an  answer  was  received,  which,  as  it  is  brief,  may  be  given 
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DR  BEOO  TO  MR  7ATERS0IT. 

JfoNM,  Saliirii}, 

Mt  Dear  Sir, — I  abBtained  from  writing  from  no  want  of  coorteef ,  but  from  i 
deare  to  avoid  BSTiDg  smythirg  which  miglit  give  nae  to  debate,  aa  your  proceedings 
are  very  nnnsnal.  Your  printed  circular  being  sent  to  every  member  of  our 
Deacons'  Court,  I  did  not  feel  bound  to  make  any  special  acknowledgment  of  it,  . 
eepecially  as  I  was  informed  that  you  had  received  information  that  our  court 
could  not  meet  till  Tuesday  evening,  when  they  will  do  in  the  matter  as  ti>ey  nuv 
think  pro^r.  Meantime  I  do  not  admit  any  right  on.  your  part  to  interfere  witt 
our  operations. — I  am,  etc.,  Jaxes  Beoo.      | 

When  the  Deacons'  Court  met,  the  diBcusaion  seems  to  have  been  as  summary  u 
the  preceding  note.     The  result  is  given  in  the  following  minute : —  a 

"  A  printed  communication  from  Duncan  Street  congregation,  which  had  bsen 
sent  to  the  members  of  Deacons'  Court,  was  laid  before  the  meeting.  The  court, 
finding  that  it  had  reference  to  a  matter  which  had  been  finally  disposed  of  at  the 
previous  meeting,  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  open  the  question." 

The  door  seemed  tbns  closed  peremptorily  against  all  negotiation,  and  the 
committee  shut  up  to  appeal  to  tlie  pubuc.  Before  doing  so,  they  determined  to 
take  a  further  step  in  the  direction  of  peace.  They  held  a  conference  with  seven! 
eminent  Christian  gentlemen  of  different  denominations — three  Free  Churchmen, 
two  Baptists,  one  Established  Churchman,  and  one  tJnjted  Presbyterian— when  the 
obligation  of  appealing  to  the  public  was  admitted,  bat  one  further  measure  £ot  ' 
peace  counselled ;  that  a  remonstrance  should  be  addressed  to  the  Deacons'  Court  ' 
through  Principal  Cunningham  and  the  Rev.  C.  J.  Brown,  This  duty,  with  the 
suggestion  of  a  settlement  %  arbitration,  these  gentlemen  accepted, — an  offer  which 
th^  characterized  as  most  reasonable  and  fair.  The  result  of  this  interpoeitioi 
was,  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  Deacons'  Court  to  arKtration,  "  on  the  comff- 
tion  that  the  Free  Church  PrtsbyUry  of  Edinburgh  shall  approve  of  IhU  covrx  of 
settling  the  difference."  The  condition  and  the  delay  were  certainly  ungraciout; 
and  the  more  so,  that  the  Deacons'  Court  still  continued,  after  the  acceptance  of 
arbitration,  to  prosecute  their  scheme  and  canvass  for  the  support  of  it. 

The  decision  of  the  Presbytery,  when  it  did  come,  is  perhaps  not  the  least  remark- 
able feature  in  the  whole  case.  It  was,  that,  reserving  the  question  of  arbitration, 
the  district  should  be  visited  by  parties  appointed  by  Oxm,  and  that  they  shoohl 
then  determine  on  the  practicabih^  of  an  arrangement.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  the  ccmmittee  of  Duncan  Street,  harsssed  by  long  delays  thrown  in  the  w&f 
of  settlement,  driven  out  to  sea  after  every  attempt  at  it,  perceiving  the  obnoiiouB 
circular  and  the  schemes  connected  with  it  still  persistently  thrust  on  the  public, 
should  have  felt  themselves  at  last  compelled  to  come  before  the  Christian  pubUc 
with  their  statement.  The  result  justified  theiraction.  The  appointment  of  a  one- 
sided tribunal,  guided  over  the  ground  and  the  case  by  one  party,  might  have' its 
conclusion  easily  foreseen. 

The  four  territorial  ministers  return  a  report  to  those  who  appointed  them  in 
favour  of  Dr  Begg,  and  tbe  report  is  adopted.  In  regard  to  this  committee  of  the 
Free  Church  Pr^bytery,  it  is  to_be  remarked,  that  they  received  their  definitions 
of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  the  limits  of  the  district,  only  from  one  side.  The; 
never  called  on  the  Rev.  Mr  Bobertaon  or  any  of  his  committee,  though  this  would 
have  been  a  dictate  of  courtesy,  if  it  was  not  a  demand  of  right.  They  shift  the 
whole  question  of  limits ;  and,  to  make  out  the  plea  of  destitution,  travel  out  of 
Causewayaide  into  the  Sciennes,  Gifford  Park,  Buccleuch  Street,  which  never 
came  into  the  case.  They  change  the  meaning  of  the  word  dentitation ;  for  while, 
from  Dr  Begg's  circular,  it  was  want  of  a  mission  house,  schools,  and  similar 
agencies,  for  which  he  was  appealing  to  the  public,  it  is  now  found  to  be  the  seed 
of  a  territorial  church  and  public  means  of  grace.  In  order  that  there  may  be 
space  for  the  Free  Church  to  furnish  these,  the  congregation  of  Duncan  Street  is 
called  on  to  resign  the  place  where  its  mission  agencies  have  been  posted  so  succefS' 
fully  for  many  years,  and  to  confine  itself  to  the  Eouthem  part  of  Oausewsyiide, 
witi  its  ninety  families  and  some  distant  villages,  which,  Dr  Begg  says,  he  left  for 
them  to  cultivate  when  he  quitted  Libertou  for  Newington ;  this  bequest  of  a 
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pcrtion  of  his  parish  being  a  one-nded  undenrtanding,  not  communicated  till  it 
Deanueaaconrenient  pleft  for  t^kiog  lomethiag  elu. 

Such  a  report  might  satisfy  the  one  party,  but  could  not  be  expected  to  be  t^ 
agreeable  to  the  other,  either  in  the  result,  or  the  way  it  was  reached.     Had  it 

;   come  bj  foil  arbitrament,  the  Duncan  Street  congregation  were  doubtleea  prepared 

I  to  sabmit  to  it,  and  either  to  retire  from  the  field,  or  adopt  meaauree  for  a  territorial 
cburcli  if  reconmiended.  This  they  had  intimated ;  but,  coming  from  a  body  that 
owna  no  aathority  over  them,  th^  feel  it  otherwise.  No  denomination  that  has 
regard  to  the  righta  of  others  ahcnild  attempt  snch  a  course  of  dictation  ;  and  no 
denominatitin  that  knows  its  own,  can  tamely  submit  to  it. 

■       Candid  minds,  outside  both  the  Free  Church  and  United  PreBbyterian  denomina' 

;  tions,  will  judge  whether  Duncan  Street  cougr^tion  were  not  warranted  and 

I  railed  upon  to  defend  their  poaition  as  they  have  done.  They  have  erected  school 
tad  miesioa  premiBes,  and  organized  agencies,  which  are  the  work  of  slow  years 

,  of  toil  and  expenditure;  and  they  cannot  transplant  themsoreadUy  asDrBeggand 
Ihe  territorial  ministers  of  the  Free  Church  aeem  to  think.    They  have  acquired  an 

,  mflueuce  for  good  in  the  district  wiiicb  they  would  not  be  justified  in  casting  away. 
lliey  have  organizations  of  their  church  in  active  operation  there,  which  are  neces- 

!  larj  to  the.  lif e  and  Bpiritual  health, of  the  church  itself;  and  they  have  shown  that, 
if  shut  out  of  this  field,  there  is  no  other  near  where  they  could  exerciee  them. 
Pcsition,  priority,  and  long-continned  steady,  work  ovw  all  the  district,  are  their 
plea ;  ana  they  have  asked  no  more  than  a  fair  hearing  to  state  this,  and  a  fair 
court  of  Christian  men  to  try  it  iu.  AH  this  has  been  denied  to  them.  The  door 
bu  been  shut  on  them,  while  their  case  was  being  tried,  without  a  hearing,  and 
'  Uuj  are  to  be  sstiBfied  with  the  decision.  Dr  Begg's  own  circular  pleads  guilty  to 
'long  neglect,"  which  he  may  explain  from  various  causes,  but  which  is  stiU  a  fact. 
If  die  wo^  needs,  as  he  affirms,  in  a  great  measure  to  be  begun  in  Causewayside, — 
•id  eo  far  as  he  is  concerned  this  is  granted, — would  it  not  be  easy  to  begin 
it  dsewhere,  where  there  is  abundant  room  ?  From  his  own  showing,  he  has  no 
hug  work  or  de^-rooted  ageaciee  to  transfer ;  and  from  the  showing  of  his 
cwD  committee  of  territorial  ministers,  there  is  plenty  of  destitution  north  of 
Cauevayside,  and  directly  opposite  his  own  church.  He  is  well  aware  of  the 
disturbing  effect  to  all  proper  mission  work,  of  competing  mectingB,  and  visitations, 
uid  agencies ;  and  that  wnen  these  are  struggling  for  existence  m  a  narrow  room, 
the  people  are  perplexed  and  stumbled,  and  the  labourers  not  mutually  helped,  but 

,  nutuaJly  hindered.  That,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  he  should  still  persist  in  thrustiDg 
luB  agencies  into  ground  occupied,  neglecting  that  which  is  destitute ;  that  he 
"Iwiild  appeal  to  tiie  public  with  miarepreeentations  for  such  an  object ;  that  he 
stmild  reject  the  fairest  proEFers  of  amicable  arrangement,  and  press  on  with  eyes 
Bod  ears  shut  to  all  remonstrance,  maybe  harassing  at  first  to  his  unhappily  placed 

,     labours,  but  in  the  end  will  be  most  detrimentw  to  himself. 

'  That  it  was  time  to  take  steps  to  meet  this,  few  will  doubt,  except  those  who  have 
■Uoved  themselves  to  be  swayed  by  denominational  predilections.  There  is  a  cer- 
tun  length  which  men  may  go  in  Christian  charity,  and  the  oongregation  of 
Dnacan  Street  seem  to  us  to  have  fully  honoured  it ;  but  there  are  also  claims  of 
''nth  and  justice  which  our  own  work  and  character  have  on  us,  and  we  owe  some- 
tidng  also  to  the  common  righta  of  the  Christian  community.  Were  tBese  things 
to  go  on  without  rebuke,  the  home  mission  wort  in  this  country — the  great  necea- 
"tj  of  out  age — would  become  almost  an  impoasibility.  Were  other  Christian 
Churches  to  show  aa  little  regard  to  fellow'labourers  as  Dr  Begg  and  his  Deacons' 
Court  have  done,  we  would  find  colJisiona  in  every  district  and  every  house,  with 
PfOToking  to  good  works  it  may  he,  but  not  much  to  love  or  edification.  We 
hdieve  there  are  few  in  the  Free  Church  who  would  have  acted  with  the  same 
•■igh-lianded  eelf-sufiiciency ;  we  know  that  honourable  and  candid  men  among 
tJiKD,  in  large  numbers,  are  heartily  ashamed  of  it ;  but  they  must  not  merely  say 
this  in  private,  they  must  let  it  be  known.  They  have  their  denominational  afiee- 
tioD,  and  we  can  sympathise  with  it  in  men  who  belong  to  a  Church  that  has 
ttraggled  and  surrendered  so  much  and  so  nobly  for  principle.  But  they  owe  it  to 
tu  good  name  of  the  Free  Chnrch  to  speak  out  ptaihly  in  tiiis  case ;  they  owe  it  to 
tnitli,  and  not  leas  to  brMherlj  love  on  the  port  of  other  denominations,  leet  they 
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leave  ii  TantUng  sore  which  may  he  deep  and  long  to  cure.  We  regret  bejond 
measure,  what  we  muBtconsiderthe  facile  procedure  of  the  Free  Church  Freabyterj 
of  Edinburgh,  which  could  accept  an  ex  parte  Btatement,  and  proceed  to  give  judg- 
ment on  the  righte  of  a  Christian  congregation  which  they  had  never  heard,  and 
which  was  beyond  their  jurisdiction,  which  patiently  waited  for  Bome  indication  of 
an  equitable  mode  of  deding  with  the  case,  Dut  waited  in  vain.  The  very  appear- 
ance of  iistening  to  their  claims,  aad  meeting  them  as  brethren  who  had  an  equal 
right  with  thcmaelvcH  to  Christian  life  and  labour,  would  bars  been  some  homage 
jwid  to  courtesy  and  justice,  would  have  taken  away  one  great  cause  of  complaint, 
and  might  have  modified  considerably  the  deliverance  to  which  they  have  come. 
There  ia  now  a  Christian  public  opinion  risiiig  amongthe  good  men  of  aU  churches, 
which  no  one  denomination  can  afford  to  set  at  nought.  It  requires  co-operation 
where  we  may  not  meanwhile  have  incorporation,  and  co-operatiou  on  an  equal 
an  1  honourable  basis.  It  behoves  us  to  seek  this  for  the  sake  of  the  great  woric 
the  Christian  Church  has  to  do,  the  common  dangers,  tUe  prospects  of  closer  union, 
and  the  one  name  which  we  all  alike  deeire  to  preserve  without  reproach.  Mean- 
while, let  us  hope  that  this  breach  may  ere  long  be  healed,  and  that  from  it  may  anM 
some  way  of  dealing  with  such  cases  in  future — some  principles  ot  inter-denomi- 
national law  which  may  be  useful  both  to  the  cause  of^Christian  brotherhood  and 
Church  extension ;  and  then  our  friends  in  Duncan  Street  may  congrattdate  them' 
selves  on  the  painful  ordeal  through  which  they  have  been  compelled  to  pass. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  the  United  Presbyterian  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh 
has  taken  action  in  the  matter  on  application  from  the  Duncan  Street  Church.  A 
very  admirable  report,  to  which  we  sohcit  attention,  has  been  presented  to  the 
presbytery  by  a  committee  of  its  owu,  and  a  conference  invit^  with  the  Free 
Church  Presbytery.  At  the  last  meeting  of  this  presbytery,  it  was  resolved  to 
allow  this,  Dr  Begg  alone  dissenting,  and  threatening  to  appeal  to  the  Assembly 
against  any  interference  with  the  course  he  has  marked  out  for  himself  in  Cause- 
wayside.  We  regret  several  indications  of  a  foregone  conclusion  already  apparent 
•  in  the  case,  but  we  sincerely  hope  that  a  right  spirit  may  actuate  both  parties  at 
their  meeting,  and  that  such  stej«  may  be  t^en  as  shall  terminate  this  matter,  and 
prevent  in  future  unhappy  collisions,  of  which  the  present  case  ia  only  an  illustratioD. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  hopes  cherished  last  month  of  something  like  a  national  life  for  poor  Poland 
have  already  been  destroyed,  and  she  has  ptused  through  slaughter,  to  come  onre 
more  under  the  iron  yoke  of  Russia.  For  Uiis  disastrous  and  unexpected  issue,  ve 
cannot  throw  the  principal  blame  upon  the  Czar,  or  accuse  h'tn  of  insincerity  or 
treachery ;  the  infatuated  Poles  themselves  have  acted  so  as  to  ruin  their  own  pro- 
spects. Even  a  far  milder  government  than  that  of  Euesia  would  have  decIinM  to 
tolerate  the  immense  crowds  that  nightly  filled  the  streets  of  Warsaw  with  tnmnlt, 
and  that  sought  to  overawe  the  authorities.  Whatever  conccstdons  were  to  come 
from  the  Emperor,  could  not  be  extorted  in  that  way  at  least;  and  the  popular 
demon  strilions  had  a  senseless  and  hopelees  character  from  the  veiy  beguming. 
Still,  the  cruel  mode  in  which  the  unarmed  crowds  were  at  length  dinjeived,  will 
cover  the  Ciar  with  that  peculiar  infamy  which  blackened  the  name  of  hia  father 
and  predecessor.  Volley  after  volley  was  directed  against  the  helpless  masaes  by 
the  soldiery,  whilst  the  sabre  was  brutally  plied  upon  scores  of  individuals  attempt- 
ing to  escape.  Women  and  children,  indiscriminately  with  men,  were  ^aughtered ; 
and,  although  Government  has  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  numbers  altuu,  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  that,  at  least,  four  or  five  hundred  have  perished  in  the  nuBeacre. 
The  Ciar  has  not  yet  formally  revoked  hia  former  promise  of  conceffiions,  but  there 
is  little  groimd  for  believing  that  he  will  now  fulfil  it ;  and  the  cause  of  Poland  ia 
again  in  the  despairing  condition  which  for  so  many  years  has  excited  the  liveheet 
pity  in  Britain. 

Lest  month,  our  hopes  for  Poland  and  our  fears  for  Hungary  predominated ; 
but  now  our  feelings  are  exactly  reversed.    Hungarian  freedom  is  looking  up, 
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Polish  nationalitj  lies  crushed  in  the  hlood-miied  dust.  Tlie  Emperor  of 
.  has  the  strongest  possible  reasonB  for  being  generous  to  hia  Hungarian  sub- 
ho,  however,  will  not  eaaily,  or  for  slight  considerations,  yield  him  their 
but  who  are  eagerly  watching  the  chances  of  a  new  Italian  movement  that 
Daugurate  an  extensive  and  resolute  insurrection  on  their  part. 
■he  Sardinian  Government  refuses  for  the  present  to  take  the  initiative  in 
!e  either  to  Venetia  or  to  Rome,  though  Garibaldi,  backed  by  his  dissati^ed 
era,  loudly  calls  for  a  summer  campaign,  that  shall  ainj  at  the  annexation  ot 
ortion  of  Italy.  Cavour  recently  declared  in  the  Turin  Parliament,  that 
aust  and  shall  be  acquired  for  Victor  Emmanuel,  but  not  by  compulsion, 
ly  with  the  full  consent  of  the  French  Emperor  (nothing  is  said  about 
the  consent  of  the  Pope,  who  surely  has  infinitely  more  to  do,  as  a  principal, 
aatter  than  Louis  Napoleon)  ;  and  as  for  Venetia,  Lord  John  RusseU,  repre- 
Great  Britain,  interdicts  and  reprobates  in  the  strongest  terras  any  Sar- 
iggression  upon  the  so-called  rights  of  Austria.  When  is  the  Italian  problem 
Ived?  It  is  plain  that  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  Italy  cannot  long  be 
)d  i  indeed,  existing  evils  have  hitherto  been  maintained  only  from  a  dread 
ater  evils  that  we  know  not  ot."  Cavour  calculates  upon  the  speedy  inter- 
o(  Louis  Napoleon,  provided  Sardinia  sit  still  and  do  nothing,  so  that  the 
IT  shall  reap  all  the  glory  of  evolving  a  "united  Italy"  out  of  the  past  and 
chaos  in  that  beautiful  but  unfortunate  land.  But  will  the  latter  agree  to 
such  a  large  and  powerful  kingdom  as  the  whole  of  Italy  upon  the  King  of 
*,  without  exacting,  in  return,  a  very  considerable  slice  of  territory  for  him- 
Wa  Napoleon  never  gives  to  a  neighbour  without  at  the  same  time  taking 
IKl!,  and  the  open  hand  of  his  generosity  always  manages  to  close  upon 
■g  valuable  for  himself. 

k  lie  sky  of  the  Old  World  is  dark  with  tokens  and  omens  of  coming  war, 
fte  nations  of  Europe  are  preparing  and  arming  in  right  earnest  for  a  con- 
t  ahall  draw  each  of  them  mto  the  field,  to  fight,  in  many  casts,  for  national 
» itself,  the  New  World  presents  no  happy  contrast  of  tranquillity.  America 
fe  eve  of  the  most  terrible  of  all  wars — a  civil  war,  where  every  drop  of 
pilled  by  either  of  the  combatants  is  that  of  brothers ;  whilst,  apart  from 
n»ge,  VMch  threatens  to  be  on  the  largest  scale,  there  are  great  interests 
3,  which  the  whole  civilised  world  will  aniiously  watch.  According  to  the 
utelligence,  hostilities  between  the  North  and  the  South  can  now  be  neither 
■  nor  postponed ;  an-l,  probably,  before  the  eye  of  readers  falls  upon  this 
M  fratricidal  war  will  be  in  horrible  progress,  [Just  as  we  are  going  to 
»»s  has  arrived  that  Fort  Sumter  has  fallen.] 

Indian  Fantine. — Along  with  such  unwelcome  foreign  news,  there  are 
1  i^idespread  and  extreme  diatreas  from  our  vast  empire  in  India.  Famine 
•  to  an  unprecedented  extent,  and  the  mother-country  is  called  at  once  to 
•e  natives,  if  she  cares  about  saving  millions  from  death  by  starvation, 
"e  few  of  our  countrymen  who,  in  view  of  this  terrible  calamity,  will  seek 
fanber  that  the  hunger-smitten  Indians  were  implicated  in  the  late  rebellion, 
tlicee  fiendish  atrocities  which  made  British  blood  everywhere  boil  with 

"  If  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him,"  is  a  Divine  dictate  which  our  nation 
""nptly  obey;  and  British  relief  will  be  afforded  all  the  more  quickly  and 
Uitly,  since  the  recipients  were  but  lately  our  bitterest  foes.  A  grand  oppor- 
w  now  being  furniiied  for  displaying  the  charitable  genius  of  Christianity, 
» thus  recommending  the  religion  of  Jesus  to  the  idolaters  of  India.  The 
let  of  our  holy  faith  miraculouSy  supplied  food  for  the  hungry  and  fainting 
'Uae,  that  would  continue.  He  well  knew,  to  reject  His  doctrines,  and  to  put 
™ni  them  the  spiritual  "  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven." 
p  sums  have  already  been  raised  in  I^ondon,  and  in  other  cities  here ;  still, 
J^yet  been  done  compared  with  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  not  a  day 

•*  wasted  if  the  poor  victims  are  to  be  rescued  from  the  grave.  There  are 
*^thy  natives  near  the  scenes  of  want,  and  they  are  not  devoid  of  bene- 
^\  tat  it  is  neither  systematic  nor  proinpt.  Hence  the  rich  classes  in  Britain 
weiDselves  give,  and  give  at  once,  just  as  if  no  aasistance  could  be  expected 
""wewtem  nabobs. 
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THE  PAWKBROKING  ST3TEM. 


It  b  aatoniahing,  that  in  an  age  diBtiaguUhed  for  individual  efforts  and  combined 
moTementa  in  favour  of  varioua  Bocial  reforms,  this  monBter  source  of  pauperism, 
vice,  crime,  and  irreligion  should  have  only  within  the  last  few  weeks  b^;nn  to 
Tfceive  public  discussion.  Few  persons  have  on  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  pawn- 
faroking  is  now  carried  on,  eapeciall;  in  our  large  towns.  The  traffic  is  di^race- 
fully  large  even  in  Scotland,  where  at  first  it  was  held  as  an  abomination.  Its 
dedioralitiiig  effects  are  obvious  to  the  slightest  refiection ;  yet  few  persons  have  ' 
an  adequate  conception  of  the  varied  mischief  done  by  it  to  the  intereets  of  our 
working  classes.  The  "  wee  ijawns"  are  of  »  still  worse  description,  and  are  no 
bett«r  flian  receivbg-places  for  stolen  goods.  An  able  pamphlet  by  Mr  Macrae 
(son,  we  believe,  of  the  Bev.  Mr  Macrae  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Glas- 
gow) has  meide  an  exposure  of  the  crying  evils  involved  in  pawnbroking  ;  and 
we  are  glad  to  see  that  this  publication  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  originate  a 
movement  against  the  system.  It  ie  not  unlikely  that  a  crusade  against  pawn- 
broking  eetablisbments  will  take  the  field  side  by  side  with  the  one  against  public- 
houses  ;  and  really  it  would  be  hard  to  say  which  of  the  two  giant  evils  calu  more 
urgently  for  annihilation.    There  will,  however,  be  Uttle  or  nothing  of  diversity  of 

Znion  about  pawnbroking  ahops ;  and  the  movement  against  these  woiild  be  con- 
:ted  far  more  unanimously  than  the  temperance  ooe  has  ever  been.  Nobody, 
indeed,  except  those  immediately  concerned  in  the  traffic,  along  with  thieves  and 
tlieir  conniving  friends,  con  decline  taking  part  in  the  former  movement.  - 

THE  OXFORD  "  ESSAYS  AND  REVIEWS." 

This  notorious  book  is  still  drawing  forth,  every  week,  a  crowd  of  repUes  and  refn- 
tatioDO,  not  a  few  of  which  are  remarkably  able  and  elaborate.  Very  great  atten- 
tion and  admiration  are  being' directed  to  an  exposure  by  Isaac  Taylor  in  the  nev 
number  of  the  iVorfi  Britiak  Review ;  yet,  with  all  its  minuteness  and  eihaustive- 
nees,  we  cannot  regard  it  as  either  so  satisfactory  or  so  powerful  as  the  brief 
pamphlet  by  Dr  Cairns  of  Berwick.  Mr  Taybr  means  to  be  dreadfully  sarcastic ; 
yet  Uie  short  closing  paragraph  in  Dr  Cairns'  ptodoctioa  is  full  of  a  much  &sua, 
more  effective,  and  vengeful  wit, 

There  is  one  aspect  of  the  keen  and  general  excitement  about  the  heretical 
volume  to  which  we  must  refer  with  deep  regret.    Many  ev&ngehcal  hberals,  who 
profess  to  differ  entirely  from  the  teaching  of  the  seven  Oxford  men,  have  yet  crane 
forward  to  condemn  indignantly  the  "persecution"  which  the  book  is  said  to  have  j 
met  with  at  liie  bands  of  bishops  and  all  the  orders  of  English  clergymen.     Impu-  | 
tatioDs  of  fierce  and  intolerant  bigotry  are  brought  against  all  the  leading  Chunh-  ' 
men  who  hate  and  oppose  the  book,  both  for  its  dangerous  errors,  and  for  th« 
tfeacheiy  and  perjury  of  its  authors  in  attempting  to  undermine  and  explode  the 
creed  which  they  were  solemnly  sworn  to  defend  and  extend.     The  advocates  of 
"  license,"  as  distinguished  from  "  liberty,"  are  pouring  out  all  the  commonplace 
and  EiUy  sophistry  against  "  creeds,"  and  equally  vapid  eulogy  upon  free -thinking. 
We  are  mortified  to  find  some  high  Dissenting  as  well  as  liberal  authorities  very   ' 
emphatic  ia  reprobation  of  the  strong  wish  within  the  English  Church,  that  the 
Seven  Essayists,  if  still  adhering  to  their  antiscripturol  and  anti- Thirty-nine 
Articles  Reviews,  should  be  expelled  from  their  eoclesiaetical  poets.     The  only 
reasonable  dissent  from  such  a  wish  would  be  grounded  on  the  hope  that  the  seren 
sceptics  would  anticipate  and  prevent  expulsion  by  voluntary  resignation.    They 
don't  hold  their  poets,  whether  these  be  pulpita  or  profeasors'  chairs,  for  the  purpose 
of  0|^)0sing  and  ridiculing  Christianity — at  least,  they  have  sworn  to  other  Tie<>3 
and  motives ;  and  if  these  now  be  changed,  let  them  also  change  their  posts. 
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THE  CHURCH'S  POSITION  ON  EARTH !  A  SERMON.* 

BT  THE  BKV.  JAKES  BARPSB,  D.D.,  LElTH.- 
"A  oi^  U»t  u  nt  on  &11  UU  cumnt  be  Hi'—HATT.  T.  U. 

AxD  now,  Fathen  and  Brethren,  from  the  conspicnons  poaitioo  of  the 
Church,  we  may  leam  the  Anty  of  her  members.  And  one  in  particalar 
ubich,  in  conclusion,  I  woald  take  notice  o^  ia  that  of  making  oarselves 
acquainted  with,  and  dul;  considering  the  immuntties,  privileges,  and 
ot^gatioDS  of  the  Church, — whatever,  in  short,  may  be  included  in  the 
posi^on  which  she  holds  in  the  world,  and  which  renders  her  conapicuoos 
as  a  power  in  the  earth.  Enough  for  the  present,  that  I  give  to  our  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  a  denominBtional  direction.  What  part  do  we 
hold— rwbat  is  our  place  In  the  city  of  our  God?  Something  peculiar  and 
characteristic  there  must  be ;  else,  why  a  name  to  discriminate  us  from 
oiheraf  why  take  up  ground  which  we  speak  of  as  our  ownT  Let  mb, 
then,  walk  about  Zion,  to  mark  well  our  position ;  and  as  we  are  part  of 
the  city  of  our  God,  let  us  ponder  the  responsibility  thence  arising,  that 
nothing  may  be  visible  in  our  borders  dishonouring  to  Christ  and  His 
caase.  If  others  see  us,  wo  should  be  able  to  know  ourselves.  To  be  hid 
from  our  own  scrutiny,,  whether  in  our  duties  or  our  faults,  is  the  worst  and 
ihe  darkest  of  all  obscurations.  As  we  mark  our  position,  let  ns  look  at  it 
relatively  to  the  world,  and  relatively  to  the  other  sections  of  the  Church  of 
Christ. 

1.  Go,  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,  is  the  Church's  commission. 
The  Church  is  the  depository  of  Divine  truth.  We  are  allowed  of  God  to 
he  put  in  trust  with  the  Gospel,  and  the  good  thing  committed  to  us  we 
sra  commanded  to  keep  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  dwelleth  in  them  that 

;    believe. 

"Hie  good  thing,  as  we  understand  the  Gospel,  is  the  Scheme  of  theolo- 

i  gieal  truth  commonly  known  as  the  doctrines  of  grace.  The  life  and  centre 
of  the  system  is  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified.     For  this  faith,  which 

I    troiD  the  beginning  was  delivered  to  the  saints,  this  Church  hns  all  along 

I  eontcnded  earnestly.  For  some  time  preceding  the  rise  of  the  Secession, 
uid  coeval  with  that  event,  unmistakeable  indications  were  given  of  a 
^ling  away  from  the  faith  in  the  ministrations  of  the  National  Church, 
and  in  the  published  opinions  of  various  of  her  ministers,     One  of  the 


ib,Google 


A  SERMOlt.   '  25^ 

tbu  gnAt  enterprise  let  our  efforts  be  more  cbnstiicuous  eiill.  We  havi 
special  encouragement ;  we  ha're  been  successful  hitherin  in  our  choice 
o!  a  mission  field,  end  have  bad  plain  intimations  of  Pravidence  aa  td 
the  path  of  dot}',  with  many  tokens  of  Divfne  faVoar  in  our  measure  of 

BUCCeM. 

2.  In  sarvejing  our  standing  ptuce  relatively  to  otber  denominations,  I 
woulii  sny  a  few  things  regarding  the  advantages  which  we  possess  in  wha}* 
I  I  belisvB  I  may  call  the  catholicity  of  our  position.     In  the  present  divided 
I  etite  of  the  Christian  Church,  reunion  is  the  first  and  great  aim  Which  ever^ 
one  irill  seek  and  pray  for,  in  whom  is  the  spirit  of  Jesus.     So  long  as  thii 
I  object  is  unattainnl,  the  thing  of  next  importance  is  die  spirit  and  the  bear- 
[  ing  ffhich  the  septirate  sections  of  the  Church  should  mutually  cherish  and 
I  miiiatain,  with  a  View  to  mitigate  tbe  enls  of  division^  and  to  pave  the  vrnf 
I   y  the  healing  of  every  breach,     t  cannot  but  think  that  the  position  of  our 
'  Churchispeculiariy  favourable  to  the  cultiTatlon  of  brotherly  intercourse 
I  with  alt  who  are  agreed  with  us  in  the  essentials  of  Christian  truth.     How 
uered  the  rights  of  private  judgment  are,  we  know,  from  Laving  contended 
—may  I  not  add,  suffered — for  them  in  the  rise  and  progress  of  our  owti 
denonii nation  1     What  We  so  taucb  prixe  for  otirselves  we  willingly  con- 
Mdo  to  ethers.     Sprin^ng  out  of  the  cirrutHstanoes  of  oar  position,  tlieri 
wght  to  be — I  trust  that,  in  no  small  measure,   thet«  is — a  feeling  of 
Inbearance  and  respect  towards  brethren  of  other  communions,     ^uch  & 
sine  of  feding  is  highly  favourable  to  joint  a<<tieA  fbr  the  advancement  of 
wr  Common  Christianity,  while  it  is  equally  favourable  to  a  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence in  maintaining  our  ground  and  pursuing  our  own  way  wherft 
iark  co-uperation  may  not  be  welcomed,  or  tbe  State  of  the  times  may  shovt 
itlobe  impracticable. 

Tiov,  this  is  a  feature  of  our  denomination  which  we  should  mark  and  rei-  ' 
'Hinber.  We  have  taken  good  care,  in  the  framing  of  our  constitution,  that 
it  sball  nob  be  hid.  For  ourselves,  let  us  never  lose  sight  of  the  olive  branch 
of  oat  profession.  Thus  it  etands :  The  "  United  GhUrch  regard  with  a 
reeling  of  brotherhood  all  the  faithful  fbllowers  of  Christ,  and  shall  endeavonr 
'a  maintain  the  unity  of  tbe  whole  body  of  Christ,  by  a  readiness  to  co-operate 
nth  all  Its  members  in  all  things  in  which  they  are  agreed."  This  is  a  prin- 
''iple  which,  though  often  in  past  times  practically  neglected,  is  now  well  un- 
derstood in  our  united  body,  and  in  one  of  its  sections  has  held  a  characteristic 
prominence  fW>m  tbe  be^nning.  The  Communion  of  saints,  thus  engrossed 
in  our  basis  of  union,  is  embodied  and  exemplified  In  the  f^ct  of  our  existence'. 
l"  what  capacity,  fathers  and  brethren,  are  we  here,  but  as  representative^ 
ofnaion — of  union  upott  union;  representatives,  therefore,  of  union  on  the 
^^t  scale  that  has  taken  place  in  these  times  in  our  countryT  Having, 
u  aniontsts,  reduced  the  theory  to  practice ;  having  made  the  experiment, 
snd  found  it  successful ;  having  tasted  of  the  thing',  and  found  bow  pleasant 
11 19  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unityj—Tdoes  It  not  become  us  to  cherish 
j  the  hope  of  a  yet  wider  brotherhood,  and  to  be  somewhat  sanguine  thai 
;  present  difficulties  shall,  in  due  time,  be  overcome-^it  may  be  sobner  than 
I   ttpected, 

I  Wwo  tben  any  prepoeal  fbr  union,  My  with  the  Free  Church,  we  shoald 
hare  at  once  an  illustrarioTi  of  the  vaAtage  ground  we  hold  frotn  the  catho^ 
iKitfofoat  jMbition.  Shall  I  venture  to  interpret  its  languageT  Let  ua 
mataitlly  forbear  Where  We  do  not  agree;  Let  each  have  liberty  td  bold 
Us  opinioii  on  the  abstract  point  or  points  on  which  we  do  not  yet  see 
cje  to  vje,  and  let  us  stand  together  on  our  common  ground.    This  I  hold 
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to  be  a  much  safer  and  even  a  more  scriptural  wa;,  than  to  attempt  a  BtaU- 
ment  on  the  point  of  difference,  in  which  it  should  be  made  to  disappear, 
and  in  which  both  parties  might  coincide.  Such  a  symbol  of  concord  would 
partake  either  of  concealment  or  of  compromise,  QuesUons  might  be  ez- 
pecteil  to  arise,  in  the  discussion  of  which  the  difierence  supposed  to  have 
vanished  under  the  skilful  and  kindly  touch  of  a  union  committee,  would  : 
iCome  up  to  surprise  and  to  trouble  na.  Whatever  be  the  extent  of  diver^t;  I 
-  —whether  we  call  it  a  chink  or  a  cbaam — it  cannot  be  thus  covered  by  i 
form  of  words.  Bather  let  us  look  at  it  feirly,  and  see  it  as  it  is.  Instead 
of  attempting  to  span  the  difference  by  a  slim  and  dainty-looking  suspension 
bridge,  which  would  he  sure  to  vibrate  whenever  a  breeze  arose,  how  mucb 
better  to  fill  up  the  gap  by  burying  prejudices  and  distmsts ;  and  in  the 
thing  wherein  brethren  are  variously  minded,  frankly  own  the  difference,  and 
resolve,  notwithstanding,  that  it  sbaU  not  keep  us  apart.  I  adduce  this  case, 
not  because  it  is  at  present  a  practical  question,  bnt  because  it  occurs  to  me 
aa  the  best  for  illustrating  the  advantage  of  what  I  have  called  the  catholicity 
of  our  position.  Let  ns  mark  that  position  well.  I  speak  my  own  opinion ; 
judge  ye  what  I  say. 

In  fine,  what  does  thissutyectimplywithrespecttothe  personal  conductof 
disciples  of  Jesus  as  members  of  the  city  of  onr  God  t  They  are  men  looked 
at.  In  what  circumstances,  and  in  what  course  of  conduct  should  they  be 
seen  T  ■'  Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly, 
nor  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners,  nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful : 
but  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord."  In  their  walk  and  way  there 
ongbt  to  be  the  shining  light  of  a  holy  example.  Such  should  be  the  con- 
duct of  every  follower  of  Christ,  that  men  may  deduce  from  his  life  aad 
practice  the  divine  excellency  of  the  Gospel  which  he  professes  and  main-  I 
tains.  .  I 

If  such  be  the  obligations  of  the  believer,  what  mnst  be  the  weight  of 
responsibility  that 'lies  on  the  ministers  of  Christ  T  Theirs  is  the  duty  to 
hold  up  a  iiji^ht  to  the  world  ;  and  theirs,  too,  the  vocation  to  he  conspicuous  | 
in  the  light  which  they  exhibit.  If,  while  they  show  others  the  way,  iheni-  | 
selves  take  a  different  course,  or  lag  behind,  it  is  not  they  alone,  but  the 
sacred  cause,  that  suffers.  How  grievous  is  the  reproach  which  has  often 
been  brought  on  the  Christian  name  by  a  carelees  and  crooked  profession ! 
"  Let  us  take  heed  to  ourselves," — ■'  Giving  no  offence  in  anything,  that 
the  ministry  be  not  blamed :  but  in  all  things  approving  ourselves  as  the 
ministers  of  God,  by  the  armonr  of  righteousness  on  the  right  hand  and  on 
the  left." 

While  it  is  the  duty  of  Christians  individually,  and  of  the  Church  as  s 
body,  to  avoid  all  just  caose  of  offence,  the  conspicnousness  of  the  Churcb's 
position  and  the  characteristics  of  the  Christian  life  ought  to  prepare  us  for 
the  world's  censure  and  evil  report.  The  city  set  on  an  hill  is  a  mark  for 
unfriendly  eyes.  What  then  T  Shall  we  lower  the  banner  to  escape  obser- 
vationf  God  forbid.  Concealment  there  must  be  none;  compromise, 
none.  With  Christ's  command  to  confess  Him  before  men,  and  with  the 
example  of  Paul  in  our  eye,  who  shall  dare  to  shrink T  "I  take  yon  lo 
record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men.  For  I  have  not 
shunned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counsel  of  God."  . 

We  have  had  occasion  to  speak  of  privilege,  of  the  honour  put  upon  the 
Church  in  her  position,  and  of  the  obligations  which  privileges  involve ; 
in  parljcular,  we  have  had  our  thought-'  turned  to  the  advantages  of  our 
own  denominiition  in  licr  ctrslitiiti(>n,  freed'-ni,  and  Dieniis  of  ufefuh'.i^e. 
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Letua  be  careful  to  remember  whence  come  all  our  advantages,  and  in 
everything  to  give  God  thanks.  £^t  us  in  everything  feel  our  dependence 
on  His  aid  ;  supplicate  His  blessing  on  our  endeavours  ;  and  plead  the  pro- 
mise of  His  Spirit,  that  our  zeal  in  His  qauBs  and  service  may  grow  in 
ardaar,  purity,  and  constancj  ;  that  individually  we  may  live  to  God  ;  that 
oor  Church;  as  a  body,  may  manifast  by  works  of  faith  and  labours  of  love 
that  she  is  an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit ;  and  that,  as  she  is 
high  in  privilege,  so  she  may  be  conspicuous  in  usefulness,  and  fulfil  the 
purposes  and  expectations  involved  in  her  position  as  "  a  <aty  set  upoc  an 
hill,  that  cannot  be  hid." 


MEMOIR  OF  THE  BEV.  JAMES  ROBERTSON,  D.D.,  SHAMROCK 
STREET  CHURCH,  GLASGOW. 

Tee  Rev.  Dr  Robertson  was  a  native  of  model  student,  conspicuoas  alike  for  his 

Piisley,  A  town  which  has  given  more  ezempUry  behavioor,  his  diligence,  pro- 

Duiiaters — not  a  few  of  them  of  high  ficiency,  and  succees  in  carrying  off  uni- 

tmioence-^to  the  various  denominations  Tendtypriies.  The  important  advantages 

Ti  Scotland  than  any  other  town  of  equal  which  he  had  enjoyed  in  his  early  training 

in  m  the  kingdom.     He  was  born  in  were  folly  turned  to  account,  his  talents 

1806,  of  highly  respectable  and  decidedly  were  moat  industriously  cultivated,  and 

tuns  pareatB.     His  father,  who  was  an  his  opportunities  meet  asddnously  im- 

(Uer  m   one   of  our  congregations   in  proved.      In    the   autumn.  <rf   1836   he 

ftisley,  was  distinguished  for  his  devo-  entered  the  Divinity  Hall  in  connection 

timal  habita ;  his  aged  mother  still  sur-  with  tlie  United  Secession  Synod,  which 

Tiiea  to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  honoured  was  at  that  time  presided  over  by  Dis 

udmoBt  dutiful  son.    Thus  trained  up  Dick  and  Mitchell,     In.  this  Theological 

'    k  the  hoeom  of  a  ptoua,  happy  home.  Seminary  James  Robertson  took  the  same 

Junes  Robertson  "feared  the  Lord  from  high  position  which  he  had  maintained 

kiayanth,"  and  from  his  earliest  years  in  the  grammar  school  and  university, 

ng  remarkable  for  his  regard  to  truth,  and  was  held  in  the  greatest  esteem  by 

Us  parity,  and  his  amiable  disposidon.  his  fellow -students  for  his  scholarship, 

"  Eian  a  child  ts  known  bj  his  doings"  his  unwearied  assiduity  in  his  studies, 

~the  dawn  of  Dr  Robertson's  life  gave  and  his  amiable  and  unassuming  man- 

ckar  indicatioiis  of  his  future  character  ners.     In  the  interval  between  the  ses- 

ui  eafeer,  and  his  "  days  were  linked  sions  of  1830  and  1S31,  he  undertook  an 

to  each  other  by  a  natural  piety."     He  extended  tour  on  the  Continent,  which . 

nxlfed  his  education  at  the  grammar  his  mind,  richly  stored  witii  classical  and 

I    ichool  of  his  native  town,  where  he  dia-  genertd  knowledge,  enabled  him  to  enjoy 

j    tiigqiBhed  himself  by  his  diligence,  the  with  peculiar  relish,  and  to  turn  to  great 

pngres  he  made  in  his  studies,  and  no  advantage.     One   of    His   most   distin- 

i    MS  by  his  good  conduct,  and  g^ned  the  guished  fellow-students,  now  an  eminent 

I    higlvst  priie  that  was  ever  given  in  that  and  honoured  minister  of  our  Church, 

{    isfUtutioQ.    He  acquired  there  the  repu-  states  that  he  was  first  attracted  '-  "- 


tatioii  of  being  a  lirst-rate  scholar,  al-  Robertson  in  consequence  of  hearing  him 

waj)  occupying  the  head  of  his  claie,  and  read  to  the  Students'  Society  a  paper  of 

v»  a  great  favourite  with  his  teacher,  lingular  beauty  and  graphic  power,  de- 

u  well  as  with  his  companions,  who  re-  scribing  his  journey  to  Rome,  and  t^t 

gudsd  hira  with  the  highest  esteem  and  ancient  city  itself. 

aCeclian.    The  promise  of  his  early  years  In  the  year  1832  Dr  Robertson  was 

Tis  uu-plj  fulfilled  when,  in  1822,  in  his  licensed  to  preach  the  Goepel.     His  sue- 

ISth  year,  he  entered  on  his  academical  cess  as  a  preacher  amply  fulfilled  the 

oxirae  at  the   University   d   Glasgow,  most  sanguine  eipectationB  of  his  friends. 

Hit  faTOunte  studies  were  the  classics  and  He  speedily  received  a  call  from  Dairy, 

mental  philosophy  ;  and  throughout  his  and   from    Portsburgh   Church,    Edin- 

wHk  cuniculW  he  was  regarded  as  a  burgh,  which  bad  recently  beeome  vacant 
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In^  the  untimely  death  of  the  Ber.  Ales,  of  the  Totuig  Men's  Volimtaiy  CHuich 
Niebet,  after  a  minigtiy  of  only  ton  Sooietf,  on  which,  for  teveral  ;eais, 
moatha'  doration.  Dr  Robertson  saw  it  the  lieat  and  harden  of  the  contest  were 
to  be  his  duty  to  give  the  preference  to  laid.  At  a  later  period,  lie  tflok  a  itill 
the  call  frpm  Portsburgh,  and  was  or~  more  prominent  and  eflective  part  in 
dained  there  in  18S3.  It  was  no  Ught  the  At«nement  Gontroreref,  T^  vhich 
Diatter  to  became  the  successor  ot'  a  the  United  Seceuion  Church  was  t^- 
minister  of  such  r^arkabLe  promise  and  tated  Bome  sixteen  or  seventeea  yeus  j 
attainments  as  Mr  Niebet.  The  ptilpits  ago ;  and  both  by  his  exertions  in  the 
of  our  other  churchea  in  Edinburgh,  at  eoclesiastical  courts,  and  by  Lis  pabtica-  | 
this  time,  were  filled  by  men  of  great  tiona  from  the  press,  contributed  mateti- 
eminence  and  popularity  ;  and  sa  fast  as  ally  to  bring  about  that  Happy  setde- 
the  old  Established  Church  clergy  passed  ment  by  which,  withoat  any  sacriSn 
away,  they  were  replaced  by  the  flower  of  principle,  tie  integrity,  purity,  and 
of  the  rising  men  of  that  day  from  erery  peace  of  our  denomination  were  secured, 
part  of  Scotland.  Portsburgh  Church,  His  heart,  however,  did  not  lie  in  scenes 
too,  was  situated  in  a  hidden  and  most  of  controreiey,  and  he  gladly  tnmei 
inconvenient  locality,  and  has,  on  that  from  even  these  important  discussions  to 
account,  been  recently  abandoned  I7  the  the  quieter  paths  of  pastoral  and  beiie- 
congrecatiou.  Yet,  from  the  outset  of  Tolent  duty.  He  was  a  ready  and  on- 
Dr  Rooertson's  labours  there,  it  was  wearied  Hupporter  of  the  various  societies 
tJwsys  filled  with  an  intelligent  and  which  havebeen  foundedforthepurpow 
most  respectable  audience.  HisministTy  of  })Tomoting  the  circulation  of  tneUaly 
was  both  acceptable  and  fruitful.  He  Scriptures,  the  propagation  of  the  Gcs- 
Oontinued  to  oe  a  diligent  student  as  pel,  and  ijie  improveraent  and  Kttensien  | 
well  as  a  laborious  and  faithful  sunister.  of  education.  So  prominently  did  he 
He  gave  "  attendance  to  reading,  to  ex-  stand  forward  as  an  enlighteoed  and 
bortatioo,  to  doctrine ;"  he  "  neglected  judicious  friend  of  the  miuonary  cause, 
notthegifttliBtwasin  him,  andUspro-  that,  in  1846,  he  was  appointed  by  tk 
flting  appeared  unto  til."  For  eighteea  Synod,  along  with  Dr  Faterson  of  Kirk- 
years  he  Iflboorod  in  Portsburgh  with  wall,  and  Mr  David  Aadetson,  bt  viait 
increasing  acceptability  and  success ;  our  churches  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia 
and  long  before  the  termination  ot  his  -^-a  very  marked  proof  of  the  estunatioD 
ministry  there,  he  was  widely  known  h»  which  he  was  held  by  his  brethrw,  and 
beyond  the  bounds  of  his  own  denomina-  of  the  confidence  they  reposed  in  his 
tion  as  an  aecomplisbed  scholar,  a  zealous  iudgment.  Shortly  after  his  Teturn  home 
and  eloquent  advocate  of  every  philan-  he  pul^ished  a  small  but  meat  intcrest- 
thropic  cause,  as  well  as  a  good  minister  ing  volume,  containing  a  history  of  the 
of  Jesus  Christ.  early  struggles  and  subsequent  progress 
At  the  time  of  Dr  Robertson's  settle-  of  the  Church  in  Nova  Scotia  ;  and  so 
ment  in  Edinburgh,  the  excitement  con-  highly  did  he  commend  himself  to  tbe 
necled  with  the  lieform  Bill  had  stirred  Transatlantic  churches,  that,  in  compli- 
the  pubhc  mind  to  its  inmost  depths ;  ance  with  theii  oiiBniinonB  remieit,  he 
every  public  institution  of  the  country  wag  elected  by  the  United  Secession 
was  put  upon  its  trial ;  a  strong  desire  Synod  to  theolfiee  of  Professor  of  'theo- 
bad  sprung  up  that  the  reform  which  logy,  to  siq«rintend  the  training  of 
bad  taken  place  in  tbe  State  shoidd  be.  aspirauts  to  the  office  of  the  ministiy 
^tended  to  the  Church,  and  the  ques-  in  Canada.  This  appointment,  how- 
tion  of  Church  EstabbsiuoeutB  became  ever,  Df  Bobertson,  though  not  wiAont 
Que  of  the  leading  topics  of  the  day.  kentatico,  considraed  it  his  duty  t« 
Dr  Robertwn  took  a  deep  interest  in  decline. 

this  great  controversy,  and  though,  by        In  18&1  his  reatoval  to  Glasgow  took 

mental  constitution  and  taste,  strongly  places    Shortly  before  this  time,  atten- 

ftverseto  "theatrifeof  tongues,"  andex-  tion  had  bees  called  to  the  faet,  thst, 


ceedingly  sensitive  to  abuse,  he  did  not  while  the  population  of  that  great  com- 

hesitatetotakeaprominentaiidiNiergetie  mercial  and   manufacturing   ^npoiium 

part  in  promoting  correct  vievi  ittpect-  had  increased  beyond  all  precedent,  tbe 

^g  the  nature. of  Christ's  kingdom,  and  number  of  our  churches  there  bad  for 

the  true  principles  of.  religious  liberty,  many  yean  been  abnost  stationacy.    A 

Hewosfora  considerable  time  president  small   nnmbar  ot    liberal  and  pnUici 


GUOIB  OF  THE  BET.  JAHS8  BOBEBtSOir,  D.D.,' GI.ASaOW;     ZGS 

friends  of  '■  our  de&omtn&litm,  merely  giving  »  form  to  vhEt  kbcAdf 

resoired  to  aaaiat  in  wiping  exista." 

I  reproach,  erected  a.  new  aburcli  Dr  Hobertaon  had  long  taken  a  de^ 

irock   Street,    and   inTited   Dr  iatercat  in  the  BeTiral  HtoT^Dent ;  uio, 

1    to    beoanw   tkeir  miauter.  is  tke  epring  of  1860,  he  paid  a  Tint  to 

t  muat  fa»Te  ooHt  kim  a  aevara  the  north  of  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of 

lerer  the  tie  which  oBited  him  examining  the  remarkable  effects  which 

■OTgk  and  to  Kdinborgh,  lie  was  it  had  produced  in  diat  diatricl  of  the 


cd  b^r  a  sense  of  duty  to  ooMply     oonnW.    His  faeUogs  were  powerfully 
" — ''''-' — L,   and  was  inducted     eaciteil  by  what  he  witneaaed  th —  -' 


there  ot 

pastoral  charge  of  tht  oongre-  "  the  doings  of  the  Lord ;"  and  he  ez- 

Shamrock  Street  in  1861.     ItB  perienced  an  extraordinary  muiiffletAtion 

^wereamall,butitasongrsatly  of  Divine  giaoe  to  his  own  wmiI.    On  h« 

.   In  the  counu  of  two  or  three  return  ha  pnbiiehed  a  ehort  but  interaA* 

der  his  able  and  lealoua  mini-  ing  narrative  of  what  he  had  seen  and 

choroh  was  completely  filled ;  hmrd.  It  is  not  im^aobable  that  t^ 
ugh  snbeequeutly  enlarged,  it  excitement  connect«d  with  this  viatt  may 
i  full  at  the  tinte  of  hia  deoetise.  have  quickened  into  aotiWty  some  pre- 
)  thus  kept  his  own  Tin^ard  diapoeitioa  to  disease  which  had  long 
interest  in  the  Churek  of  Christ  lurked  ia  hia  frame.  Be  this  m  it  may, 
.  and  in  general  religious  and  he  was  soon  after  suddenly  seiied  with  a 
ropic  enterprtMS,  waa  in  no  de<  severe  illaaK  of  a  «timplieat«d  aature, 
uuahed ;  ajid  he  was  ev«r  ready,  but  mainly  arising  from  deransement  of 
ud  eren  beyond  his  ability,"  to  the  functiona  of  the  heart.  Frota  tii« 
1  ptuBoting  eveiy  good  work,  first  it  asiumed  an  alarming  ai^iect;  and, 
Iwd  with  »  vigilant  eye  the  in  spite  of  every  application  wha<^  th« 
Bte  of  public  opinion  and  the  beet  medical  skill  eoutd  suggest,  con- 
I  of  reUgious  dxBCUSiiisi  ;  and  tinued  to  gain  ground,  though  there 
jiimaelf  to  hare  ' '  underatanding  _  were  brief  periods  during  which  it  aeemed 
Dnea,  to  know  what  Israel  ought  to  yield  to  the  remedies  emplay«d.  At 
He  was  a  frequent  and  very  the  outset  he  sufiered  aeverety  ;  could 
contributor  to  the  religions  get  no  rest  in  bed ;  aand  the  only  deep 
■Is  of  the  day,  and  eepesially  to  he  obtsmed  waa  on  his  knees  in  the  atti- 
I  deaominational  Magaiine ;  and  tude  of  prayer.  Aiter  many  months  of 
'  yearn  conducted  with  great  abi-  severe  and  ^hausting  Buffering,  he  began 
ScoilUh  CArislian  Joantal.  Hitf  to  experience  some  relief  from  his  pre- 
led  ami  valuable  woi^,  entitled,  vious  di&treM,  and  seems  for  a  brief 
IWths  and  New  ^wculationa,"  period  to  have  cheriBhed  the  hope  that 
^dedto  coantwact  tie  unsonipu-  he  might  yet  be  spared  to  resome  his 
^)a  of  some  modem  infidel  labours.  But  in  no  long  time  he  came 
ou  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  to  understand  his  real  conditjon,  and  ex- 
res.  '''  This  volume,"  as  Dr  Rob-  presged  his  cheerful  reeigoatiou  to  the 
"arks  in  his  touching  tribute  to  Divine  will.  IBs  whole  conduct,  indeed, 
^ory  of  his  friend,  ^'abounds  in  throughout  his  painful  and  protracted 
id  and  far-reaching  thoughts,  that  illneae,  was  a  besutihil  exhibition  of  fsiib 
simple  from  the  very  clearness  and  patience.  No  complaint  ever  croesed 
^nty  of  the  langus^  in  which  his  Itps.  He  was  Uteralty  "instant  in 
^  clothed;  with  conclusire  and  prayer;"  and  his  audible  prayers  were 
^og  argument,  and  with  a  child-  remarkable  for  their  fervour,  spirituality, 
^  niost  fervent  attachment  to,  mid  and  heavenly-miudednese.  He  expatiated 
I'on  for,   the   '  hvely  oracles   of  frequently,  and  with  Bingnlar  beauty  of 

^1^  is  a  precious  legacy  to  the  expression,  on  tbegloriesoftbeheavenly 

'^  by  which  '  he,  being  dead,  yet  world,  and  on  the  inexpressible  bapia- 

^y  _  In  1853  a  highly  respect-  ness  of  being  with  the  Saviour,  and 

WetRty  ill  the  State  of  New  Yoik  rej«cing  in  His  presence  and  love.     As 

'  veil-merited  tribute  to  his  cha-  a  matter  of  course,    his  frames  were 

Md  attainments  by  eonferring  varied,  but  his  peace  was  ever  like  a 

™i  (he  degree  of  Doctor  of  Di-  flowing  river.    Theaecretof  this  perfect 

I  7^'"'i'>g>  ^  academical  bodies  peace  that  kept  hie  heart  and  mind,  is 

'  uirajs  do,  public  opinion,  and  revealed  in  a  message  which  he  dictated 
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to  a  djiugrelatiTe,  who  preceded  him  to  gree  by  careful  and  judicioMoaHiTatim. 

flory  only  hy  a  few  hours :  ' '  Tell  her,"  He  was  an  eicellent  clsHsical  Bcholac,  and 
e  said,  "that  during  my  iUnera  I  have  could  read  with  ease  and  critical  accuracy 
had  many  changes  in  my  bodily  feelings,  the  Scriplures  in  the  original  language. 
and  various  frames  of  mind,  but  I  have  He  was  also  an  accompliahed  theou^n, 
never  for  one  moment  wavered  in  fixing  was  skilled  in  mentu  philoiophy,  and 
my  faith  on  the  broad  and  sure  founda-  was  thoroughly  conrereant  vitL  EngU 
tion,  the  finished  work  of  Christ."  The  literature,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
last  day  he  spent  on  earth  was  the  HiE  pulpit  discourses  were  clear,  earnest, 
Lord'a-day, and  it  waa spent  happty and  experimental,  and  impreeeive;  rich  in 
tianquilly  in  the  boeom.of  his  family,  tiiought  and  in  Gotpel  truth,  abounding 
He  partook  with  them  in  their  Bocial  in  happy  illustrations,  and  enforced  W 
meala ;  joined  freely  in  conversation  with  the  moat  fitithf  ul  and  affectionate  appeals 
tJient ;  conducted  the  family  devotione  to  the  couBciencee  of  bis  hearers.  His 
with  freedom  and  fervour,  presenting  delivery  was  natural  and  animated,  hut 
apiTopriate"petitioiu  for  thoee  whom  he  never  boisterouH — every  way  befittiiig 
hwe  on  his  heart.  He  retired  to  rest ;  "  the  solemu  grandeur  of  his  meesage. 
at  seven  o'clock  on  the  following  mom- '  Dr  Roberteon  had  a  remarkable  powerd 
ing  he  inquired  the  hour,  and  a  moment  extemporaneous  address ;  he  waa  an  ex- 
after  fell  asleep — a  death  as  near  a  trans-  ceedingly  effective  public  speaker,  and 
lation  as  it  is  possible  to  attain.  with  the  utmost  apparent  ease  Clothed 
"Lile,  take  thy  chance  j  but  0  for  Bnch  an  hia  thoughts  in.  clear,  appropriate,  and 
end!"  felicitous  language.  As  a  pastor,  Dr 
"  Mark  the  perfect  (gincere)  man,  and  Robertson  was  faithful,  affectionate,  and 
-  behold  the. upright ;  for  the  end  of  that  aaaiduoiia.  Pastoral  duty  with  him  wu 
man  is  peace."  not  a  task,  but  a  delight,  and  he  had  the 
One  of  Dr  Robertaoa'a  most  prominent  consolation  of  knowing  that  "  his  labour 
moral  qualities  was  his  sincerity.  He  wis  not  vain  in  the  Lord."  He  tooks 
was  utterly  incapable  of  anything  ap-  deep  interest  in  everything  that  related 
Tm)actung  to  dissimulation  or  dupUcity.  '  to  toe  welfare  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
He  was  "  an  lara^te  indeed,  in  whom  Church,  and  was  a  most  liberal  as  well  as 
was  no  guile."  There  was  a  transparent  eloquent  supporter  of  its  varioua  schemes, 
openness  and  simplicity  about  his  whole  Bis  services  were  frequently  put  in  le- 
demeanour,  which  at  once  commanded  quigition  in  the  examination  of  students, 
implicit  confidence.  A  keen  sense  of  and  he  devoted  much  time  and  labour 
honour  characterized  his  whole  conduct ;  to' the  promotion  of  the  Scbolarahip 
he  was  entirely  free  from  envy  or  petty  Scheipe  of  our  Church.  The  welfare  of 
jealousy,  and  showed  himeelf  always  our  own  denomination,  however,  hy  no 
ready  lo  do  ample  justice  to  the  claims  of  means  monopolized  his  interest  or  sb-  '■ 
others.  He  was  singularly  conacientious  sorbed  his  energies;  for  throughout  bis  ' 
bothin  thetormationand  theexpression  whole  career  he  was  eminently  distiii- 
of  hia  opinions,  and  so  anxious  to  guard  guished  by  his  pubhc  spirit,  hia  enlighl* 
tf^ainat  any  oveT-Btat«ment  of  his  own  ened  philanthropy,  his  liberal  patriotisut, 
views,  and  to  do  the  fullest  justice  to  the  and  his  catholicity  of  spirit.  His  love 
views  of  others,  that  those  who  did  not  to  thoee  who  bore  the  image  of  the 
know  him  intimately  were  apt  to  imagine  Master  was  strong  through  life,  and, 
that  his  opinions,  on  many  points,  were  along  with  other  Christian  graces,  it 
vacillating  and  undecided.  This,  how-  became  very  prominent  and  marked  is 
ever,  was  a  grievous  mistake,  for,  with  he  approached  the  world  where  love  is 
all  hia  modesty  and  moderation,  no  man  perfe<^ed.  In  public  and  private  he 
held  more  tenaciously  than  he  did  to  ever  showed  himself  a  Christian  gentle- 
the  opinions  which  he  had  deliberately  man,  of  simple,  unaffected,  yet  refined 
formed ;  and  though  his  iniiat«  humility  and  i^gnifif^  manners  ;  hut  he  wW 
and  somewhat  senutive  t«mperament  probably  seen  to  greatest  advantage  is 
made  him  shrink  from  obtruding  hia  sen-  the  midst  of  a  small  circle  of  adect 
timenta,  he  was  bold  as  a  lion  in  defend-  friends,  or  in  the  bosom  of  his  fuiuly, 
iOK  the  truth.  Dr  Robertson  had  a  fiuelr  where  he  evei  showed  himself  a  pattem 
balanced  mind.  His  intellect  was  both  in  all  his  domestic  and  social  relations, 
vigorous  and  acute,  and  had  been  and  displayed  the  beautiful  simphci^, 
pdished  and  refined  to  the  highest  de-  geatlenes,  and  tenderness  of  his  natoie, 
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iriiiout  any  of  that  shyneaB  which  fre-  the  perfect  day."    That  one  bo  richly 

qnenUy  characterized  bun  in  IsTKer  And  endowed,  both  by  nature  and  by  grace, 

miied  oirelea.     He  waa  a  faithful  and  occupying  a  poaition  of  Buch  importance, 

generoM  friend ;  "  No  man,"  aa  John  so  loved,  honoured,  and  uaetuT,  ^ould 

Howe  Bays,  "ever  better  undmtood  than  hare  been  taken  away  in  the  midstof 

he  the  ingenuitieB  and  delights  of  friend-  hie  years  and  usefulness,  is  indeed  a  moat 

Bhip."    His  whole  character  rapidly  Tuel-  myateriouB  dispensation  of  Divine  Pro- 

kwedlowardathecloeeof  hiacareer;  and  vidence.    But,  in  the  words  of  a  great 

his  path  waa  indeed  that  "  of  the  shining  philoeo|dier,  "it  has  pleased  God  it  should 

ligtit,  which  ^lineth  more  and  mote  to  be  so,  and  it  must  please  us  also." 


(CnrrespBileiiiE. 

[THE  UNTON  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCHES  IN  VICTORIA.' 


Hblbocbke,  Ftb.  23,  1861.  and  a  History,"  which  any  who  are  in- 

My  Deab  Sir, — I  am  extremely  averse  tereated  in  the  matter  can  have  no  dif- 

to  controvefsy.     To  offer  "  the  calumet  ficulty  in  obtaining  ;  and  I  have  only  to 

of  peace,"  to  me  at  least,  were  incom-  say  that  these  views  are  unchanged, 

[uably  more  pleasant  than  "  to  couch  Neither  do  I  intend  to  occupy  your 

the  lance,"  in  what  some  may  mistakenly  niace  with  a  discussion  of  the  history  of 

Rgsrd    an   met^    fractions    logomanhy.  uie  resolutions  on  which  Mr  Ramsay  ani- 

Eut  wlence  in  certain  circumstances  may  madverfa  somewhat  warmly,  and  which 

U  criminality.     It  is  because  I  feel  th»  provided,  among  other  matters,  that  the 

Ihit  I  trouble  you  once  more  on  the  sob-  miniature  and  churches  receiving  Govern - 

jert  of  "  The  Union  of  Presbyterian  ment  aid  at  the  time  of  the  union  con- 

ChoTches  in  Victoria."    It  affoids  me  summation  should  not  be  required  to 

ume  consolation  to  think,  that  in  all  the  iortigo  the  same  without  their  own  con- 

liiapntation  that  has  prevailed  in  refer-  sent,  further  than  by  stating  that  these 

tDK  to  United  Preebyterianiem  in  this  resolutions  were  constructeaon  the pub- 

coloDy,  as  well  as  to  Presbyterian  Union,  licly  avowed  and  oft-repeat«d  principles 

1  have  not  in  any  instance  been  the  of  Mr  Ramsay  on  the  question  of  union  ; 

nrty  who  baa  "  flung  down  the  gaunt-  that  he  was  a  corditdly  consenting  party 

let,"  hut,  in  all  that  I  have  written,  have  thereto  from  the  very  first  drafting  of 

>cted  simply  on  the  defensive.  these  resolutions  ;  that,  to  the  best  of 

My  object  at  this  time  is  to  refer  to  my  knowledge,    during   the   numerous 

Kveral  matters  brought  under  the  notice  meetings  held,  month  after  month,   in 

of  your  readers  in  a  lett«r  from  the  pen  connection  with  the  union  negotiations, 

irf  the  Sev.  Mr  Ramsay,  of  this  city,  Mr  Ramsay  never  lifted  his  voice  in  con- 
demnation of  these  resolutions,  and  that 
to  this  not  a  few  others  besides  myself 
are  able  to  testify. 

,  __  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  recep- 

^  Presbyterian  Church  of  Victoria  in  tion  of  State  aid  by  certain  parties  was 

w&wnce  to  Voluntaryism.  not  madean  objection  totheuuion  ;  but 

The  dissolution  of  uie  United  Presby-  I  do  mean  to  say,  that  it  was  not  made 

terian  Synod  of  Victoria  and  formation  an  insuperable  objection ;  tbat.it  was  an 

ot  the  IJnited  Presbyterian  Synod  o£  objection  which  was  got  over  sii  years 


(ion  of  State  aid  u 

We,  is  a  point  which  I  shall  not  discuss  remtitite  to  the  unit 

in  this  communication.     My  own  views,  Mr  Ramsay  must  be  allowed  to  know 

lad  thoseof  my  brethren,  on  tbissubject  best   himself   bis  reasons    for   standing 

ue  before  the  world  in  a  widely  circu-  aloof  from  the  nnion.    I  can  only  testify, 

lUed pamphlet,  entitled  "United  Prea-  and  that  most  solemnly,  that  during  all 

Bytenaniam  in  Victoria,  a  VindicatioB  my  connection  with  him,  I  never  heard 
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l)im  even  hint  at  the  poeaibilitr  of  hii  while  a  mareh  was  Btolett  on  them  by 
Btanding  aloof  on  the  grounda  referred  their  State  did  larethreii  in  order  to  get 
to;  andfurther.thatwhen.Bhortlj-ftfter  the  ahate  of  the  State  money  which  faU» 
my  arrival  in  the  colon;^,  and  before  I  to  them,  bttt  which  they  themselTH  do 
knew  all  about  the  position  of  partita  not  acc^of.  Now,  air,  on  this  mattw 
that  I  know  now,  I  threatened  to-atay  I  hiaa  two  things  to  say  to  Ur  Bamtay, 
out  of  the  union  on  that  ground,  he  pled  and  one  to  tie  puUic.  I  lure  to  inform 
withmein  BtronglanguaEenottodoBo,  Mr  Eamsay,  firat,  that  I  knew  of  •the 
and  BBBured  me  that  if  1  did,  the  United,  application  from  the  time  it  waa  made. 
Church  would  speedily  absorb  ail  tl»e  "The  stolen  march"  ii  but  a  ftcUon. 
PresbyteriauB  in  the  colony,  while  the  Second,  that  the  member  of  the  L^- 
remnant  of  United  Presbyterianism  latire  Aaaembly  who  called  for  the  pro- 
would  Boon  become  extinct.  Little  did  duction  of  the  correapondence,  did  bo, 
I  think  then  that  he,  and  not  /,  wonld  not  of  hie  own  accord,  nor  yet  at  Mr 
be  the  party  ultimately  to  remain  aepa-  Ramaay's  instigation,  but  under  inBtmc- 
rate,  and  that  hia  prediction  would  meet  tion  of  a  quondam  United  FreBbyterian 
with  its  verification  in  a  very  different  elder,  who  is  one  of  the  most  active  men 
way  from  that  which  he  contemplated.  in  the  Aesembly.  The  "  marring  of  the 
Mr  Eamsay  attempts  to  damage  the  plot,"  then,  was  the  work  of  the  Volun- 
Union.  Church  in  the  estirciation  of  taries.  And  what  I  haye  to  aay  to  the 
miniatere  and  churches  in  Scotland  hold-  public,  air,  is  thia,  that  1 1^  no  charge 
ing  voluntary  principles.  He  doea  thia  of  the  State  grant  at  all.  They  who 
m  three  ways.  First,  he  representa  my  please  may  aeramble  for  it,  for  anything 
p(«tion  in  the  Assembly  as  one  of  great  that  I  shall  do.  If  I  have  a  right  to  say 
diffiouityand  peril  to  my  principles.  He  that  this  on»  may  have  it  ana  that  one 
aays,  "By  thi8timeMrBallantTOekno.wa  may  not,  I  may  just  as  well  take  it  my- 
the  trouble  it  costii  him  to  defend  his  self.  To  do  this,  were  to  aeeort  an  inter- 
position  as  a  Voluntary  in  the  midat  of  Mt  in  it  and  chum  a  jnriadiction  over  it  j 
an  overwhehning  body  of  ministers  in  and  wherefore,  then,  not  take  it?  I 
the  receipt  of  State  aid."  Now,  air,  I  prefer  washing  my  hands  of  the  whole 
never  expected  my  position  to  be  alto-  affair.    Not  bo  Mr  Ramsay.     A  bona  of 

rither  free  from  difficulty.  Nosanaman,  contention  in  the  United  FresbytwiBn 

think,  would  have  done  so,  conwdering  Synod  in  former  days,  was  a  proposal  on 

the  views  entertained  by  the  respective  his  part  to  instruct  the  Giovemroent  aa 

sections  entering  into  the  union,  and  the  to  what  they  should  do  with  the  United 

concesaiona  requiring  to  be  made.    But,  Presbyterian  portion  of  the  grant.    I 

air,  now  that  I  have  had  nearly  two  years'  think  consist^it  Voluntaryism  nmply 

experience  of  the  union,  I  have  to  state  lete  it  alone. 

tiat  I  have  found  the  difficulty  vastly  The  third  way  in  which  Mr  Itemsajr 
seller  than  I  ever  anticipated.    What  attonpts  to  damage  the  Yoluataries  in 
difficulties  may  arise  in  the  future  I  can-  the  union  is  by  putting  forth  the  fidlow- 
not  tell,  but  I  can  speak  confidently  as,  ing  statement  in  his  letter  to  yoa  : — 
to  the  past.     I  have  found,  on  thejart  ,.  Xoa  m™t  know  (l»t  the  nnion  Ohani 
both  of  quondam  Free  Church  and  Eata-  has  go\  two  heads-a  secular,  and  a  aiwriwal 
bushed  Church  brethren,  an  amount  of  one.    The  one  is  called  the  head  of  the  d*no- 
scrupulous  regard  to  my  own  position  minalion,  and  the  other  the  moderalor.    Wilt 
and  views  which  I  had  scarcely  "e^ted,  "" '°™"''  "'™^  *""*  Q"™"""""!  deala." 
and  an  unvarying  readiness  to  avoid  My  My  reply  to  this  is  part  of  what  has 
eccWtical  action  tha^  was  fitted  to  alretidy  apLared  in  the\lB.(™(«»  Jfo- 
M^te  in  me  uneasiness  as  to  my  position  «^  on  the  subject,  and  is  aa  bi- 
as a  professed  Voluntary,    I  have  never,  i,,^ ._                  ' 
in  endeavouring  to  maintain  a  eonaat- 

ent  position,  experienced  one  tithe  of  the  .  '1^',  °*^'^"  intention  of  this  P«ra|™p!| 

^ifBmiltir  in  +i,.,'Vt  ■      Vii      """"»  ""  jB  to  mislead  the  Churoh  at  home.    About 

difhoulty  in  the  Union  Church  which  r  njg  there  cannot  ha  twoopinioos.    The  para- 

formerly  expenenced  in  the  United  Prea-  mph  liealf  is  u  plain  aa  words  on  moW  it. 

byterian  Church  in  this  colony.  The  only  iDipression  it  can  produce  nnoa 


y,  Mr  Ramsay  narrate  what  he  i"e»^"  at  a  distance  ia.  that  Iho  Gen 

wishes   to  be  regarded  as  a  racy  and.  '^'^''^^  Y'^  appomta  'two  heads,  »  "wd^ 

sui^-ng  exMsure  of  Ihe  Voluntaries  in  S^'f/p:fnES"'for°"^  '^^  S'^d^^-Bwla 

tnetieneral  Assembly  "caught  napping,"  ttie  Government,  and  is  caUad  the  h^d  of  Uia 
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i*tion.  Now,  we  do  not  uw  too  etrong  would  be  violated  i 
:e  when  ve  say,  that  tbU  is  a  groHS  that,  much  is  tlml 
emeot-  Aa  it  Btsuds,  there  Is  not  a 
of  truth  about  ib  In  plain  EngHeh, 
mply  false— allogether  false.  The 
lisBnot  got 'two  heads '—the  Church 
'MCuUp  bead  at  all.  The  writer 
:a[  ha.TB  dared  to  make  this  Maletnent 
rablic  preaa  ot  Melbourne,  beoauae 


e  Teature  to  m.y 
_  is  esteemed,  and 
IV  baa  hitherlo  been. 


irould  a 

its  untnUhrulnesB.  What 
thecase?  The  ministers 
bion  Church  who  accept  ot  State  aid 
Iheniselves,  and  ammge  eyerylhing 
sd  «ith  tho  grant.  /(  Hener  coma  be- 
Aisemt^  at  all  In  the  Eull  and  aa- 
1  report  of  the  last  meeting  oi  the  As- 
Ihere  ia  not  to  be  found  a  single  trace 
bnsineBs  transacted  bj  i'   '    ' 


bead.    If  the  ' 


ecuiar 
trhad  n 


ig  to  tho  Assembly,  to  moel 

rd  and  transact  certain  busi 

,;  for  tho  General  Ansewbiy  to'  \ 

1  that  buainees,  is  another  au 


n  United  Prea- 


jbtw  case,  the  qaaidcm 

|k  in  the  Assembly  are  i 

l^'tiefl  to  the  transActlon.      vvere  i 

UAeseinbly  to  choose  what  this  wri 

•  Siiular,'  or  governmental  iifiid,  ( 

funilLiineulal  priuciplts  of   tlie  uni 


perfect  thaueb  its  harmony  bai 

"  The  evident  obje<:l  of  the  writer  is  to  place 
the  United  Presbyterians  in  the  General  Ab- 
setnbly  m  a  faUe  pntition  in  lie  eyii  of  lie 
CIoitA  at  homt.  Hia  desire  ia  to  implicate 
them  in  the  Btate  grant  by  makiuE  Ihem  COU' 

To  witness  a  man  reuortine  to  such  miarepra- 
scntation  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  object 

say  the  least  of  it,  a  humiliating  epectaicle. 
It  this  be  a  neceBsary  condition  of  that  Volun- 
taryism of  which  the  writer  jirofeBsea  to  be 
Buoli  a  pure  and  perfect  embodiment,  then  we, 


Bible.' 


e  Volantsrjisi 


I  am  sorry  to  have  to  trespaEa  so  largely 
upon  your  space.  I  should  not  have 
written  one  single  word  to  you  were  I 
not  compelled  to  do  ao  in  self-defence. 
I  look,  moreover,  upon  this  controversy 


which  people  at  home  generally  feel  very 
little  interest.  If  Mr  Ramsay,  or  any 
one  else  who  may  choose  Ui  o&ttj  it  on, 
will  only  keep  to  facte,  he  may  have  it 
all  his  own  way.  Rather  would  L  have 
as  my  work,  taitlas  compontre  litis. — - 
Yours  truly, 

James  Ballakttse. 


THE  DUMBAREOTV  CONGREGATION. 

Stn,— I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  macoy,  removed  to  Ellon ;  and  Craig- 

feaders  could  inforra  me,  through  maillen  to  Linlithgow?     How  long  was 

psgea,  where  DumioTTOw  is,  where  Mr  Young  minister  there?    When  did 

Miburgher  congregation  formerly  he  die?    Had  he  a  successor?    An  early 

d,  over  which  the  Rev,  John  Young  answer  to   these  questions,   or   any   of 

Sdained  in  1773.     Did  it  become  them,  particularly  mfteM  Dumbarrow  ia 

it?  or  had  it  its  deaignatiou  chang-  situated,  will  much  oblige,  etc. 

M  the  congregatjon  removed  to  Inquirer. 

■er  locality,  aa  in  the  case  of  Auch-  if-v  13, 1S61.  ■ 


JSatito  ef  jira  f  uhlitatinnB. 


'^EHhei  of  Cromwell,  Milton,  Baxtc 
BaniM  are  admirable  for  snbtlety  e 
"  for  vigour.    The  author's 


great  men  rather  on  the  ground  of  their 
pre-eminent  genins,  which  he  cannot  but 
admire,  than  from  any  liking  for  Puritan- 
ism. He  respects  Puritanism  for  tteir 
sake,  rather  than  loves  them  for  its  fake. 
In  this  respect  he  closely  resembles  Mac- 
an] ay,  though  in  the  latter  the  latent  an- 


B  accorded  to  those     tipathies  to  the  religioiu  elements  that 


,J.oogle 
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cDinpased  the  charBcter  of  Ihe  Common- 
wealLh-raen  are  Blrongor.  The  majorilj  of 
readers  will  be  gralilied,  howoTer,  to  find 
that  Principal Tullucb  almost  nholljadopts 
Carlyle's  view  of  Cromwell's  perfect  ear- 
nestness. No  candid  observer  caa  now, 
indeed,  refuse  to  believe  tbattheProtector 
vas,  take  him  all  in  all,  a  sincere  and 
iionett  maa ;  but  that,  throaghont  hit 
career,  he  wae  inrariahly  and  consistently 
tnperior  to  artifice  or  intrigue,  maj  be 
doabted.  He  stands  completely  absolved 
from  either  uniform  or  predominating 
hypocrisy ;  still,  might  be  not  occasionally 
yield  to  the  very  potent  temptations  of  his 
position,  and  wear  a  mask?  There  ara 
certain  features  of  the  Protectorate  that 
cannot  otherwise  be  explained;  and  the 
theory  leaves  the  great  man  in  the  potses- 
■ion  of  integrity  and  goodneae  only  lesi 
than  sDperhaman. 


Caisbll'i  Popdlab  NaidsjII,  HiaroBi: 
Mammalia.  Vol.  11. 
lAodon ;  CUKll,  FeUcr,  lad  Gatplii.  isn. 
Anotbbb  volame  of  this  moat  instmctive 
and  attractive  eipoBition  of  Natural  His- 
tory, Tbeartisticillustrationswhichadora 
almost  every  page  are  both  new  and  true, 
whilst  the  letterpress  descriptions  are 
graphic,  and  are  also  enlivened  by  anec- 
dotes extracted  from  the  many  recent  note- 
books of  travellers. 

BiBLB  Ikcidbhtb  afd  theib  Lessohb. 
By  Bev,  John  Akdbbsoh. 

Londoa;  N«lBon  lud  Sons.  ISfll. 
The  incidents  treated  of  in  this  little  work 
ijo  the  leading  ones  in  Bible  history  ;  but 
the anlhorsalyle lacks  thatsobersimplicitr 
which  aU  Scripture  topics  demand.  The 
pictorial  subdues  and  conceals  the  medi- 
tative. How  capable  the  Bible  narrative 
is  of  being  presented  in  grandly  epical . 
scenes,  and  of  suggesiiog  original  trains  of 
thought  and  seutioient,  the  posthumous 
Lectures  of  Poster  have  satisfactorily  esta- 
blished. 


Edlnburgli:  NelKnudSogi.    IB«1. 
A  TBBT  natural  story,  pleasantly  told; 


HoLiHBSB  i  or,  What  we  should  Be,  ud 
what  we  should  llo.  By  the  Bev.  F. 
Fjibodsoh,  H.A. 

Glasgow:  ChriBtian HevA OlBce.  IBSL 
Ms  Fesocbon  seems  to  have  been  tempted  ' 
to  drop  his  pulpit  man nscript  inio  the  press, 
and  to  turn  a  series  of  sermons  into  a  trea- 
tise. The  transformation  is  not  unfre- 
quentlj  dangerous,  or  at  least  mortifyinft 
since  Aeej/e  is  not  only  far  more  fastidioiu, 
but  has  aiso  much  longer  time,  in  arriving 
at  a  critical  estimate,  than  die  ear.  Then 
are  some  striking  illostrations  in  the  lillle 
book  at  which  his  bearers  noold  wondu 
with  an  admiration  which  will  be  boC 
slightly  felt  by  his  readers  ;  and  the  Irub- 
ness  of  those  illuslralions  is  spoiled  byi 
certain  coarseness  which  would  scarcely 
offend  his  audience.  The  author  is  of  the 
Morisonian  sect ;  and  perhaps  his  hesrtn  ; 
— glad  to  find  that  be  had  escaped  Iroo 
the  narrow  round  of  preaching-topics  lo 
which  the  Morisonians  confine  uiemselvei, 
and  wag  descanting  upon  such  a  catholic 
theme  as  "  Holiness" — would  be  prone  ts 
regard  his  expositions  of  "  Holiness"  s: 
wonderfully  new.  Any  innovation  npwi 
the  dreary  sameness  and  iteration  of  Moii- 
sonian  preaching,  would  be  hailed  by  the 
wea^  audience  as  something  perfectly  oii- 
^inaf  for  all  Christendom,  even  though  tint 
innovation  should  consist  of  nothing  elw 
hut  a  repetition  of  Doddridge's  "  Bise  snd 
Progress  of  Religion  in  the  Sonl."  We 
have  hinted  at  the  probable  origin  of  Ibii 
little  pnblication.  It  is  essentially  meagre 
and  Jejitna,  and  could  onl^  have  been  n- 
'■■'■'-'  "   -   change  of  spiritual  diet  by 


very  good  moral  being  in 
incidents,  instead  of  bl 


f"  being  clumsily  and 
pretCDtioDsly  affixed  at  the  dose.    Boys, 


Thb  Chakaotbk  of  Jbsub.    Sj  HoKid 

BU8BIIBI.L,  U.D. 

London:  Nelwii  buA  Soilb.  1841. 
A  ROT  unworthy  essay  on  the  grandest  of 
all  themes.  The  tranacendent  miracle  con- 
nected with  ChristiaDitywill  everbe"Ttis 
Character  of  Jesns."  His  total  naUkencw 
to  all  other  men,  yet  His  full  and  vivid 
brotherhood  tothehumanrace,  prove  Him 
tpbe"tAs  Wondtr/ttl i"  and  DrBusimeU 
expatiates  upon  the  leading  aspects  deve- 
loped in  the  Gospel  historv  with  tove  sDd 
reverence,  whilst  he  turns  them  into  cogent 
arguments  for  the  divinity  both  ofChnit's 
person  and  of  Christ's  mission.  The  work 
is  admirablj'  adapted  to  our  j'oung  Den. 


..Google 


PBCKJEEDINGS  OB  THE  UNITBD  PRESBTTEBIAS  SYNOD. 


Sttblligtnti.— 5lnit(ii  ^rwttitEtiaii  €^nn^. 

PROCEBDISQS  OF  THE  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  SYNOD. 


This  rsrarend  bodj  comnmnced  their  snnnal 
I  sltiDgB  on  Ifae  eTsning  of  the  ISth  Xaj,  In 
Ibeir  Hall,  So.  6,  Queen  Street,  &t  half-paat 
sir  o'clock.  There  vuaveiy  full  attendance 
of  memben  mnd  of  tbe  publio.  The  Bev.  Dr 
Eirper,  the  retiring  Moderstor,  nfler  dnging 
;*it  of  the  149th  Fsatm.  uid  offering  up  ■ 
H^raon  and  impreaaive  prayer,  preached  from 
Kill.  V.  14— "Te  are  the  light  of  tbe  world. 
A  city  I"    ■  ■ 


After  (iirther  devotional  pieroiBes, 
De  Habper   intimated  that  the    Duit«d 
FnatrlerikD  Bj^od  would  than  meet,  and  he 
look  lie  Mod«ratoi''aoha'-     "-  "■ '-" 


die  indolgenoe  he  had  reoeived , 

nldch  ha  hoped  woold  also  be  accorded  to  the 
■ncceedlDg  Uoderator. 

Mr  YaiUitaos,  Boee  Street,  b^ged  leave 
tiiiiove  that  Dr  Bobaoa  of  Glaagow  should 
li  elected  Uodemtor.    He  complimented  Dr 

Uia  office  ;  and  had  no  doubt  that  Dr  Bobsoi 
■mild  oocnpy  the  chair  with  credit  to  bimeelf 
■nd  the  Synod. 
Dr  Patbrbon,  Kirkwall,  seconded  the  mo- 


Such  a  thing  ought  not  to  be  i  there  ought  to 
be  an  equal  dlBtribntion  over  the  Choroh  at 
large  of  what  little  honoom  they  had  to  con- 
fer. He  thought  he  had  made  out  a  lair  oasB 
for  Dr  Smith,  that  he  ahould  be  chosen  Ho- 

Hr  Bar&is,  Camwath,  sacooded  the  nomi- 
nation of  Dr  Smith. 

On  a  division,  87  voted  for  Dr  Smith,  and 
91  for  Dr  Botnoa  ;  majority  for  Dr  Bobaoa,  4. 

Dr  BoBaoN,  in  taking  tbe  chair,  thanked  the 
Synod  for  the  honour  conferred  upon  hint- 
There  were,  howaver,  two  drawbacks  to  the 
pleasure  he  felt  in  occupying  the' chair.  The 
ona  wae,  that  he  would  have  muoh  rather  eeen 
the  other  candidate  Bucceaaful ;  aad  the  second 
vaa,  he  was  anre,  notwithstanding  what  Dr 
Harper  bad  said,  he  should  not  fulfil  their  ei~ 

Etalions  »o   wall  and  bo  ably  as  he  (Dr 
mar)  had  done. 

The  report  of  tha  Committee  on  Billa  and 
Overtures  liaving  been  read,  Uie  Clerk  read  a 
programme  of  the  coses  and  genaral  business 

ilfiUed  The  S^aod  then  adjourned  tilt  Tuesday  at 


Ir  JomreroN,  Lin 


prepoae  the  n __  __ _       __.  .., 

Xoderulor.  .  He  had  no  doubt  that  Dr  Bobson 
■mild  fill  the  chair  most  admirably  ;  but  whan 

lo  give,  he  hoped  tha  proposal  he  made  would 
be  acceded  lo.     He  projiosed  Dr  Smith  becaos 


ter,  because  he  bad 
ilwm  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Church,  and  was  regularly  preeeat,  when 
health  permitted,  at  the  Synod.  The  Cbureh 
■u  alKi  under  deep  aUigationi  to  Dr  Smith 
tot  his  writings.     Dr  Bnuth  also  took  a  great 


principal  reasous-  There  are  two  great 
"vans"  upon  our  body  ecclesiasdcaL  He 
referred  to  the  Presbyteries  of  Edinburgh  and 
Olssgow,  which,  like  wens  on  a  body,  natur- 
ally drew  lo  tbcmsalves  tbe  support  which 
iliould  go  over  tbe  whole  body.  Sinoe  the 
union,  fourteen  years  ago,  fourteen  Hodaiators 
dad  been  elected  from  the  Church.  Tha  two 
presbyteiiee  be  bod  mentioned  contained  about 
a  haudred  ministere,  or  one-flftb  of  the  whole 
Church,  and  out  of  these  no  fewer  than  eight 
UudaratoiB  had  been  aeleoted.  They  were 
entitled  to  three  from  these  numbers.  The 
t*o  prtebyleriea  appeared  to  be  playing  at 
Bbattle-cock.  or  bat  and  ball.  Glasgow  gets 
one,  but  Edinburgh  aays  they  must  bavo  it 
neit  year.  Dr  Peddie  is  ohoaen  ;  and  Glas- 
Ifow  savg,  that  is  fair,  if  you  let  ne  have  it  neit 
y«r.  Dr  Boyd  accordinelv  is  nominated: 
Idinburgh  comei 


I'tlla 


g  Modentor,  w 


Church,  Dundee,  and  another  from  MrLockie, 
formerly  of  Muirton— were  remitted  to  a  small 


The  Synod  agreed  to  remit  to  a  committee 
a  protest  and  appeal  by  the  Bev.  David  Uann 
against  a  deed  of  Presbytery  of  Annaodale, 
of  IDth  July,  with  protest  and  appeal  by  the 
Bev.  Messia  Biddell  and  Taitj  and  also  protest 
.nd  appeal  by  Bev.  William  Ballantyne  and 


othen ,     . 
appointed    t 
o'clock  to  ac 
early  diet. 


The 


Tha  neit  subject  on  the  programme  was 
Iha  report  hud  before  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Synod  by  the  committee  on  the  appomtment 
of  the  Synod  Clerk. 

Mr  BoNALD  (Clerk)  said  he  wished  to  make 
a  Blaleraent  to  the  Synod  in  connection  with 
this  siibjixri     He  mentioned  nt  the  last  xatttr- 


,  ^.oo^  Ic 
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ing  of  the  Svnod  that  hn  inlendpd  to  rcGi^ 
hiaofBoe,  if  the  Bynod  wiu  of  Dpinlon  that 
there  should  be  only  one  clerk  with  ku  undi- 
vided reaponBibiiity,  He  had  an  idea  list  it 
the  S;nad  had  contemplated  the  costinnsnee 
of  two  clerks,  if  he  vm  e^red  a  year  or  two 
longer,  he  niigbt  sMH  be  of  some  use.  Ha  felt, 
however,  that  the  mere  Intimation  of  his  in- 
binlion  to  resign,  should  thF  Bynod  rome  to  a 
cartain  decision,  wae  lekving  th«  thing  in  ■ 
Tery  awkward  poaitiott,  especiftlly  after  th« 
committee  reported  their  opinion  thftt  th* 
Synod  oitght  to  look  forward  to  having  only 
one  olerk  better  paid,  who  would  give  more 
attention  to  Ihe  buainesg  ;  and  he  had  r»- 
.ion  uncondi- 
,  and  he 
_ .      placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Ur  Thoma& 

Hr  Thomas  (Clerk)  trad  Mr  Ronald's  letter 
of  resignation,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  re- 
clgpsd  his  ulHcB  Id  canseqnenee  of  his  ad- 
Tanced  period  of  life,  and  inahility  to  give  all 
the  attenUon  required  to  the  buslneeB  of  the 
eierkshSp;  and  conolnded  by  tendering  hit 
Rntefnl  acknowledgments  ol  the  kindnevB  and 
Indulgence  with  which  he  had  all  along  been 
treated  by  the  ^uod. 

Mr  Rkktos,  Kelso,  Vbea  read  the  repnrt  of 
the  committee  on  the  Synod  Clerkship,  in 
whleh  it  waa^recommendid  that  "as  tiie 
duties  of  the  Clerk  of  Bills  and  Ovartarea  re- 
lieve the  olSce  of  Bynod  Clerk  ol  an  onerous 

devolve  upon  it,  one  clerk  thoroughly  com- 
petent for  the  ofBee  is  snffldeat  for  the  proper 
transacdon  of  this  department  of  the  Synod's 
buslnesat"  In  addition  to  thia  recommenda- 
tion as  Co  appointtnent  of  onl;  one  clerk, 
the  committee  recommended  —  "That  the 
election  to  the  offloe  of  clerk  should,  u  here- 
tofore, be  in  pemlBnanco  during  the  pleasuN 
of  the  Bynod ; "  and  that,  "  should  the  entire 
duties  and  reeponsihilities  of  the  office  be 
devolved  upon  one  clerk,  the  salary  ought  to 
be  very  considerably  augmented." 

Dr  Shown,  Dalkdlh,  laored  that,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommendations  of    the 

0  mmittfifl,  there  should  only  be  one  clerk, 
and  that  the  clerk's  appointment  should  bo 
pemiaDeut  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Synod. 

The  niotion  of  Dr  Brown  was  unanimously 

HrR 

|Dtre  to  ax  the  aalarv  of  the  Svnod  Olerk, 

->Dd  to  fli  the  respective  dnUes  of  the  Bynod 

Clerk  and  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Oommittee  on 

Bills  and  Overtures.       Before  deciding   on 

two  points,  it  wonld  be  adviaable  for  a 

committee  to  meet  with  those  who  had  been 

:he   Synod    Clerks,  and  to    consider    what 

division  of  the  duties  would  work  most  satis- 

torily,  and  report  to  the  Synod  their  opi- 

>n  both  as  to  the  salary  of  the  Bynod  Clerk, 

1  as  to  what  ought  to   be  the  respective 

pn)Vince8  of  the  Synod  Cler);  and  of  the  Clerk 

of  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures. 

The  Bynod  unanimously  agreed  to  remit  to 
>  committee  the  two  i^nestions,  as  lo  the  salary 

01  the  Synod  Clerk,  and  the  duties  of  the 
Synod  Olerk  and  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of 
Bills  and  Overtures  respectively.  It  waa  also 
■greed  that  the  committee  should  prepare  a 


fur  insertion  in  the  minutes,  ei- 
pressive  of  the  high  seme  entertained  1^  lh« 
Synod  of  the  value  of  Mr  Bonald's  services  u 
clerk. 

The  committee  waa  appointed  lo  meetneit 
morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  report  to  the 
Synod  on  Friday  forenoon.  1 


The  Synod  next  took  up  a  ptnteBt  and    J 
appeal  by  Mr  W.  D.  Thomwn,  grocer,  Slate-   j 
tord,  and  others,  meinl»r8  of  the  congregation 
of  Slateford,  against  a  Judgment  of  the  Prei- 
b>-ter;  of  Edinbuvgh,  of  date  19th  March  but,    i 
on  the  subject  of  cert&in  charges  brought  b;F 
Mr    ThonaiHi  against  the   mlnlsier  ot  tin 
Blataford  congrvgation. 

The  Ci.£RK  read  the  variouepi^Mn  in  llw  ! 
case,  which  were  very  voluminous.  Fnm 
these  papem,  It  appeared  that  the  foUowiu^ 
eleven  chaises  ha^been  made  by  the  ar^el- 
lanta  against  Mr  Thomson,  minister  of  Slale- 
ford  congregation— "  1st,  Ur  Thomson  not 
having  preached  the  action  eennon  on  thg 
communion  Sabbaths  for  twelve  months,  id, 
Bis  treating  the  communion  so  lightly,  as  not 
to  intimate,  on  the  7tb  October,  an  otqMrtunltj 
tor  young  intending  commuhicanla  meehug 
hiin  for  conversation.  8d,  His  great  want  ol  | 
eonrtesy  and  good  breeding  in  the  aaelon  and  , 
elsewhere,  shown  tewarda  those  trbooi  it 
thinks  unftiendly,  by  passing  tbrai  by  with- 
out greetieg  them  as  he  does  others.  4tli, 
His  preaching  sermona  of  lUch  a  direct  and 

Grsonal  nature,  that  many  iiietnbers  of  scgiIdb 
ve  been  preaehed  and  prayed  out  of  tli»    ; 
' -  - -   the  eveof    ■ 


in  preaehet 


frem  the  church  and  the  eeutre  of  his  congit- 
gallon,  whefe  everything,  for  good  or  evil, 
most  of  necessity  assume  a  form  to  demSnd 
bla    more    immediate    Huperlntendence    and 


Sear,  on  conditions  which  he  had  not  U» 
berty  of  the  congregation  to  make,  which 
manifested  themselvee  in  the  tenant  asauming 
rights  not  ^nted  to  Mr  Thomson  i  and  hit 
not  producing  a  copy  of  the  lease  for  tb» 
satisfaction  of  the  congregation.  7th,  Hii 
conduct  to  the  Rev.  Mr  Kennie  of  Dalkeitli 
on  the  last  Sabbath  of  October  18«8,  and  hii 
sending  a  preacher,  his  reasona  for  ao  doin^ 
being  hlse,  and  his  caltamniating  Mr  Bcunie 
to  several  of  his  oougregsUon,  while  he  him- 
self was  the  prevaricator.  Sth,  His  conne«- 
tion  with  the  Rev.  Mr  Qemmell  in  a  cosiail- 
tee  appointed  by  the  presbytery  to  reporl  on 
Babbath  schools,  his  not  dmng  his  duty  there, 
and  his  rushing  with  an  untruth  into  print 
ath.  His  conduct  to  Mr  Douglas,  to  whom  it 
was  6tnmg)f  suspected  he  thought  proper  te 
return  evil  for  evil.  lOth,  Bis  doing  all  in 
his  power  by  whatever  means  to  put  down 
the  SabbaUi  school  in  the  village,  andpraVHil 
the  sum  of  L.3  annually  beiog  paid  ti  iu 
superintendent,  by  representine  it  tia  a  faclwT 
school,  eto.  11th,  Through  hia  friends  in  lirt 
session  preventing  a  congregational  meeting 
being    called  when  provided  for,  in   sym- 


Itoned'tt 
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pahy  to  him,  wittont  lielnB  mtetvA  on  Iho  the  poBltlonB  of  reaponsfbiHty  and  trnst  Uiey 

ininnlta  ot  a  meetSag   held  on    16lh   Jul;,  '  hiidVid  In,  thecoiigregatloD.     They  courted 

Then  lifa  conduct  tru  ee  In  the  foregoing  IngilirylntotheBiibicct;  audwhatthey  maiolf 

pirigr^ihB  6  and  7,  aa,  on  being  asked  tot  ei-  regretted  vns,  that  inquiry  ahould  have  been 

l^tuCioDa  on  thifl  eu^joot,  ha  reFnsed  to  grant  atifled  or  superseded  on  thia  ae  well  as  on  tho 

tbnn."     Th«a  r^argea  the  preabytery  had  other  points  of  controTarsy  in  the  cnee.    Alter 

inmligatsd,  at  tiro  meetings  held  ^  them  at  stating  that  thev  had  memorialized  tlie  pre*- 

SlaCeted,  on  the  19th  and  SIHh  March.    At  byt«ry,  Betting  forth  their  willingnesa  to  iriih- 

thecToseof  the  invMtigatloti,  tho  preahrtery  draw  thelt  appeal  if  tha  presbytery  would 

idopted  the  following  delivennne ;~"  That,  proceed  with  the  inTcetigaliou  of  the  case,  the 

iuBmiiEh  aa  the  aacusers  hare  of  their  own  appellants  proceeded  to  alate  that  it  waa  rital 

accord  withdrawn  Ave  of  the  ohargea  against  to  obeorro  that  the  questions  thus  raised  were 

the    Bar.     Ht    ThoiDsan,     the     pretphytery  not  points  of  legal  or  technical  form,  but  of 

ihi^  allow  these  withdrawals,  declaring  said  snbelance  and  justice.      And  it    would    be 

cbar^ea  to  be  (rirolous  and  Texatioua.  and  stat^  sim^lyj  and  in  two  words,  aa  on  th« 

itqmre  the  accusers  to  apologise  to  Mr  Thom-  anrface  of  it  inTolviDg  this  poiut^Were  the 

am  and  the  presbytery  fir  having  made  and  Preebytery  of  Edinburgh  entitled  (o  decide 

u  long  insisted  In  them ;  that,  inasTnnch  aa  points  whjch   were   withdrawn  from    them, 

charge  No.  3  refers  to  mattera  so  ambigaona  and  to  prejudge  other  points  which  had  not 

•nd  general  as  want  of  conrteay  and  good  comebeforetlieui?  The  appellants  thought  th? 

Ineding — inaamuob  as,  under  chaise  I^o.  3,  presbytery  were  not  entitled  to  do  so.     In  the 

tiidence  has  been  adduoed  befors  the  pree-  onecaae.they iutcrleredunjusUy  withaeetUe- 

"    '  a  congregational  meeting  sane-  ment  and  a  compromise,  and  the  parties  wer« 

trms  at  which  the  lease  of  the  misled.     In  the  other  case,  the  ends  of  juetics 

— 1.  ^_  *r-    n  -rere  defeated,  and  a  final  equitable  decision 

._ □-  .,_ p _endered  absolutely  impossible.     In  the  first 

ngas  langnage  SB  this,  'thatHr  Thomaon  Is  instance,  the  pTot^tera  were  condemned  for 

itrongly  Bospected  of  having  returned  evil  (or  withdrawlne  what  were  called  frivolous  and 

«i] ;  tha  presbytery  are  of  oolnioD  that  these  vexations  charges ;  in  the  second,   the  pro- 

_....>:.    _i_.    .._   _-.'li i_^  (jig  teeters  wers  equally  condemned,  while  prose- 

I,  the  outing  charges  which  were  neither  frivolous 
prtytery  declare  iliem  to  be  Irrelevant !  nor  veiatioos.  Dealt  with  in  this  way,  how 
lilt,  as  to  the  remaining  charges,  Noa  7,  S,  could  the  protesters  proceed  with  the  libel 
ud  ID.  If  the  sccusen  Insist  in  them,  they  be  which  had  been  devolved  on  them  ?  They 
required  to  proceed  by  way  of  libel  against  Mr  were  Judged  already.  Their  motives  were 
riioniBon!  while  in  the  charge  which  refers  bUokenedi  their  whole  proceedings  were 
loprevarioatlon,  the  presbyfary  flndlhatths  then  suapscted.  The  Presbytery  of  Edin- 
•litflMnt  and  cipIanatlOD  b;  Mr  Thomson  burgh  had  not  merely  punished  flrat,  purpoe- 
b  til*  Bsv.  Mr  Bennle  have  been  accepted  as  ing  to  try  afterwards,  but  they  had  puniahed 
■  Hkna  dJMlaimer  b;  Hr  ftennie  ;  and  that  the  complalner,  and  had  applauded  and  testi- 
lii  accnsars  of  Mr  Thomson,  after  having  fled  in  favour  of  the  accused;  and  this  in 
Ite  paper  given  by  Mr  Thomson  to  Mr  Reside  order  to  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation  of 
tiriee  BDbmltted  to  their  perusal,  were  sinful  the  charges  made  a^inst  him.  Tha  pree- 
b  Neking  lo  revive  this  charge,  and  culpable  bytery  baa  grouped  the  appellant's  statements 
iitbe  means  which  they  took  lo  spread  the  under  three  heads,  the  first  ol  which  referred 
ma*;  and,  therefore,  admonish  them  In  their  lo  the  charges  whjch  the  memorialists  with- 
■'-'  '  ■  -  ■  -  f  gn,i  [n  other  parts  drew,  and  which  the  presbytery  allowed  the 
■  withdimwal  of,  and  then  declared  to  be  trivo- 

^      ^  loua  and  vexatious.     In  regard  to  these  com* 

dut  and  certain  eridenoe    of  the  unabated  promised  or  withdrawn  charges,  it  would  be 

■ttachment  of  the  congr^atlon  to  Hr  Thom-  observed  that  the  withdrawal  took  place  after 

ton,  th^r  minister,  and  their  oonfldence  in  and  upon  the  eTpknationa  and  aatisfactioo 

liU  Christian  worth  and  usefulness."    Against  given  by  Mr  Thomson  In  the  presbytery,  and 

Ibis  deliverance  the  present  protest  and  appeal  which  the  prolealcrs  were  very  willing  and 

Vu  taken.  ,  very   anxious  readily   to  accept     All  these 

"    "  SB  having  been  called,  charges  being  withdrawn  with  per 

^halfofth'eir  thorn  now 

.    Br  Beckett  of  with  all  n 

iig  Ia°att  abetrsot  of  the  document :— The  cerfainiy  were  not"frlvoloiia  and  VDialii._ 

■ppeHanlS  oommenced  by  staling,  that  they  Passing  next  to  the  second  branch  of  the  case, 

"gn*  that  their  spirit  and  intentJonB  had  which  comprised  those  of  which  the  pres- 

mn   minnderstood    by  the  Presbytery    of  bytery  required   the   withdrawal,  under  the 

^^bli^,  who  had  dealt  with  them  as  fac-  penalty  of  holding  titem    irrelovant.      The 

lioaB  persons,  and  so  to  be  put  do«n  at  once  first  of  these  was  an  allegation  of  "  want  of 

•»d  lor  ever  by  strong  censiins  and  ecolesi-  eoarteey,"  and  they  had  lo  ask,  "  Is  this  alle- 

uScal  pSBBJCies.     In  proof  that  they  were  of  gation    '  IrTslevant'  in  the  consideration   of 

■  very  diOerent  mind,  the  protesters  appealed  Uie  conduct  of  any  Ohrlstian  man,  and  more 

to  tlielr  whole  walk  and    eonveraaUon    In  so  in  the  conduct  of  a  Chriatian  minister?" 

Blttelord  ehnrch,  of  which  some   evideUM  The  allegation  might  be  thought  too  eenemi, 

nisled  in  Iheii  long  connection  with,  and  and  might  require,  bifore  being  moulded  into 


i  appollanla  gave  in  a  lengthened  paper  the  Court,  the  protesters  could  not  go  Into 

Ir  address  lo  the  Court  in  behalf  of^ their  thorn  now  ;  but  they  might  simply  observe 

•ppeal,  which  wae  read  by  Mr  Beckett  of  with  all  respect  to  the  presbytery,  that  they 

Mthei^en  for  the  appellants.     The  follow-  might  be  true  or  might  be  fake,  but  that  thef 
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>  libel,  Qie  Btatament  of  time,  place,  tnd  oir- 
oomstkncra.  The  tpwllanta  were  ready  to 
do  BO.  After  noticing  the  other  chirgn  auder 
thia  bnil,  the  proteatsrs  concluded  with  the 
following  remarks  on  the  third  hrancli  of  the 
vuhjact,  compriainj^  thoee  charges  ae  Ic  which 
thoy  alleged  that  m  libel  had  been  ordered. 
luTeetigBtioti  having  been  ordered,  we  *re 
justifled  In  asking  it  And  it  is  for  the  Court 
to  say  how  that  investigation  is  to  be  effec- 
tiully  CArried  cuL  What  we  have  demanded 
all  along  ia  inTSatigation  i  and  that  beiag 
granted  and  Justified,  why  ere  our  Taodvei 
oondemned  and  our  proceedinga  censured, 
pending  that  inTestdgalion  ?  We  only  ask 
that  all  indgcoent  should  be  reserved  and  all 
opinion  snaponded  until  the  iaeue  oF  a  full  and 
fair  trial,  and  then  let  judgment  fall  on  the 
wrong-doer,  whoever  that  may  be. 

Bev.  Dr  Habfeb  addressed  ths  Court  in 
support  of  the  deliverance  of  (he  Preahytery 
□f  Edinburgh.  He  gave  a  brief  narrative  of 
tbe  leading  cin^mstancpq  of  the  case,  and 
gave  it  aa  hia  opinion,  that  every  important 
step  which  the  sppellanta  had  taken  in  the 
matter  had  been  enaraeterized  by  a  want  of 
consideration  of  the  feelings  oj  their  minister. 
Kefeiring  to  the  atat«ment  made  by  the  ap- 
pellants, that  the  presbytery  had  decided  ^s 
case  without  investigation,  the  Sev.  Doctor 
characterized  it  aa  one  of  the  most  astounding 
assertions  he  had  ever  beard,  after  the  pres- 
bytery had  been  engaged  two  days  in  ao  iD~ 
vostjgation  of  the  case  at  Slateford.  To  ahow 
that  they  had  inveatigated  the  charges,  he  re- 
ferred to  the  charge  against  Ur  Thomson  that 
he  had  let  bis  manse  on  conditions  which  he 
waa  not  authorized  to  make,  which  the  pres- 
bytery du^  inquired  into,  and  fo      '  "    ^  "*' 


trative  of  the  evidence  on  which  the  charges 
were  founded,  he  might  state  that  the  pres- 
bytery found  that  the  charge  of  "  want  of 
courtesy  "  waa  supported  by  auch  evidence  aa 
that  Hr  Thomson  did  not  shake  hands  with 
ons-of  the  eldera  on  meeting  him.  And  he 
might  add,  though  be  was  perhaps  txavelliag 
a  httle  beyond  the  record  in  ao  doing,  that  he 
knew  that  It  bad  also  been  stated  aa  matter  of 
complaint,  that  Hr  Thomaon'a  children  passed 
an  elder's  wife  in  a  manner  which  appeared 
to  the  elder's  wife  to  ahow  a  want  of  courtssy. 
As  to  the  statement  of  the  presbytery  not 
liaving  investigated  the  case,  be  would  simply 
say  that  it  would  have  been  aa  true  It  the 
appellants  had  said  that  the  Moderator  oi 
ths  Synod  liad  fallen  asleep  immediately 
after  the  Synod  proceeded  to  buaineas  —  or 
it  they  had  aaid  that  Mr  Cruwford,  their 
Clerk,  had  asked  and  obtained  lesre  to  go  and 
refresh  himaelf  during  the  silting  of  the  Court 
— in  short,  it  would  have  been  aa  true  if  they 
had  aaid  that  the  Synod  had  not  that  day 
proceeded  to  bnsineaa,  but  that  the  one-half  of 
the  members  wers  Calking  to  each  other  in 
their  seats,  and  the  other  half  smoking  cigars 
in  the  lobby. 

Dr  JosK^H  Brown  of  Dalkeith  next  ad- 
dressed the  Syood  in  support  of  Ibe  judg- 


meDt  of  the  presl^tery.  Ha  waa  certain  Hat 
the  appellanis  did  not  write,  and  eoidd  not 
write,  the  dooumenls  which  bad  that  day 
been  read,  because  they  contained  mieatatfr- 
ments  which  the  appellants  would  not  kiv* 
made  themselves.  These  documents  were 
able,  adroit,  artful,  and  very  decidedly  nu- 
tations which  he  was  certain  the  appellantE 
themselves  never  would  have  made.  It  was 
stated  in  tbe«e  papers  that  the  presbytery 
had  ordered  a  libel  in  r^ard  to  some  of  tht 
charges.  Now  the  presbytery  had  not  ordered 
alibal;  all  they  had  done  having  been  simply 
to  state,  tbat  if  the  appellants  chose  to  in^at 
in  making  certain  changes,  tbey  must  do  ao  in 
the  form  of  a  libel.  That  was  a  specimen  ol 
the  misstatements  and  the  unaoruputouB  mis- 
representations which  the  appellants  employtd 
in  the  advocacy  of  this  case.  After  (he 
publiw  ----- 


Bof  il 


jurgh  Presbytery,  a  frieud  wi 

Joseph  Brown)  that  it  was  bis  opinion  ual 
"Mr  Thomson  had  been  treated  most  out- 
rageously." He  believed  that  was  the  general 
leSing  among  those  who  knew  the  Itcti 
of  this  case,  and  he  waa  gnite  certain  that 
the  Synod  bad  only  to  look  at  the  meiila  of 
the  case  to  endorse  that  sentimenL  Whan 
be  first  read  the  eleven  charges  against  Mr 
Thomson,  he  felt  rery  much  relieved  in  bis 
heart  indeed ;  for,  having  heard  of  the  ditaeu- 
aicns  in  Slateford,  he  was  afraid  that  hii 
friend  Mr  Thomson  might  have  said  or  done 
something  to  injure  his  usefulness  in  the 
district  One  or  two  of  the  charges  he  did 
r^ard  as  important  when  he  heard  them  read; 
but  the  very  fact  that  the  appellanta  had  felt 
it  neceaaaiy  to  make  up  such  an  array  cJ 
"trifles  and  trumpery"  as  these  oharges  wh«, 
taken  as  a  whole,  ahowed  the  weakness  of 
their  caae.  Be  appealed  to  the  members  of 
Synod  if  any  of  them  had  ever  beard  of  saoh 
an  array  of  charges  being  brought  againat  a 
minister  before  a  presbytery?  When  tbe 
chaises  were  made,  Mr  Thomson  tors  them 
to  tatters,  and  the  result  of  tbe  inveatinlioD 
fully  justified  the  presbytery  In  tbe  deliver- 
ance tbey  had  adopted. 

It  being  now  lour  o'clock,  tbe  boor  at 
adjournment,  the  Synod  adjourned  till  aii 
o'clock,  when  Dr  Brown  would  resume  bii 

E^-ENCiO  SEDKEtrHT. 

The  Bynod  met  again  at  six  P.M.— Bev.  Dr 

Bobeon,  Moderator. 


Dr  BnowH,  Dalkeith,  reaumed  his  slate- 
ment  on  behalf  oi  tbe  Presby^ry  of  Edin- 
burgh. He  contended  that' the  charges 
agSinat  the  Eev.  Mr  Thomson  were  entirely 
frivoloHS,  and  said  ho  conaidored  the  decision 
of  the  preabytery  was  faulty  only  on  the  point 
that  it  did  not  suspend  the  parties  who  had 
made  the  charges  against  Hr  Thomson  until 
Ih^  bad  apologised  for  having  done  so. 

The  Bev.  Mr  Thohso.i  was  then  heard. 
He  aaid  he  felt  constralDed  to  moke  some 
statements  in  regard  to  the  eitrmordinarr 
allegations  which  bod  been  brought  forward 
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bj  the  appellan 


oe,  than  tba  notorietj  « 
the;  hsd  obtained  bj  Uieir  pubLicatioa  !□  the 
navsp^pors.  He  awintiined  thmt  the  appel- 
luita  hul  pasKd  from  tht!  oh(ii^;eB,  as  Ihej 
h&d  admitted  that  they  were  va^e,  and  were 

he  vifiw,  it  had  been  said,  ef 


it  of  Qielr  in-     eomptldty  vith  t1 


la  withdrawala  from  hil 


Mated  ia  a 


/a  caDgr^atioD;  but  in  hia  loagment,  inn 
manner  in  which  those  ei-membdra  uaed  Ihair 
lines  of  diBJunclion,  gave  olsar  eiridence  that 
they  had  left  the  congreRaUoQ  in  acconUnoa 
with  a  sohsme  of  partj  action.  There  wai 
ample  eyidance  that  the  present  ootorj,  which 
had  boon  got  up  and  proaeouted  with  a  Tigouc 
and  determinaf  '       '  "  "-■' 


lorthj  of  ft  betla/  c«u«a, 


membera  of  a 
iced,  as  compared 


a  in  font 


was  to  be  btai 
and  Bhonld  be  placed  in  the  pillory  of  a  publio      tent 
trial.     This  was  a  new  and  startling  doctrine,      to  dr 
If  it  was  a  true  one,  many  ministers  who, 
like  himself,  were  losing  their  olastioity,  and 
growing  grey  In  the  service  of  the  Charch, 
would  find  tfaoTDBslTea  expoaed  to  eecleaias- 
ticd  inquiry  and  trial.     The  allegations  of 
the  appellants  as  to   congregational   decay,      nta<l  an  abstract 
would,  however,  be  beat  and  most  easily  — -'  ■-"' —  ' —  '^- 

bjafewplalnHlateaienlsoffact.  Hi  Th 
KB  then  went  on  to  say  that  the  eongrega 
of  Slatefard  was  chieSy  drawn  from  the  r 
districts,  irhenoe  large  accessions  of  num' 
>uld  not  be  expected.     " 


leadership 
raineo  inumdual ;  ana  uney  i 
aympathisers  among  those  wl 
hind,  by  all  of  whom 
■--'    "--ipls  had  beei 

lair  former  mmiitic 

Mr  Thomson  then  adverted 

of  the  appollanta,  that  the  annual  incoi 

the  congregaSon  was  inadequate  to  roei 


d  ware  being,  n 


•f  the      appellanls  r 


Sregation  was  signed  by  ¥iO  members 

clrnrch;    the    average  number  of    mt 

during  the  laat  ten  yean  was  24A,  anc 

present  number  waa  328,  17  below  that  are-      bands 

nga.    In  ]8£0,they  weniiSI;  andatlheend      before! 

oIIBs8,theywere2Ii,bovelhsaverage.   The     that  thi 

present  reduction  in  their  numbers  occurred      adeum 


1  in  truth,  and  in  proof, 
...^  =..  -,.,..- :  the  accounts  of  the  con- 
gregation for  the  year  ending  December  I860, 
when  there  was  a  balance  on  hand,  aftar 
meeting  all  claims,  ot  L.16,  Ss.  &|d^  and 
sUted,  that  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  hdd 
in  July  last,  the  free  balance  in  "     ■  "  " 

hands  w-  T  -      --      " 


which  t 


id  hia  brother  appellants  had  put  their 
I  to   a  document  which  had  been  laid 


S;nod,  ai 
iGODie  of  the  con| 

^  which  years- tt —  ^^    -  ^i..  .. ^  a_ 

rsued  by  the  present  appellants,  and  hOia.-^  u>i<  ^..-...u  u..,.^  v,^ — 

10  had  left  the  cougregation.  be  believed  since   the  uppollaote  had  ceased  to  worahip 

>t  the  Unre  Bi-.r«Hinii  which  took  pUce  in  with  them,  their  weekly  collections  >"■'  ""* 

-'-■  -'  right  lo  say  been  appreciably  diminished.     Ho  o 


.»  happy 

le  d[«wn  from  the  soat- 
~  irays  adequate  to 


8,  and  whi< 


waa  mainly  traceable  to  a  steuly 
cions  temperance  movement  in  the  district, 
"ould  have  gone  on  increaaing,  and  they 
would  now  have  had  a  larger  membership 
than  at  any  time  witbia  the  last  ten  years. 
About  the  close  of  1858,  an  indiriduat  having 
great  inSuence  with  the  apneltanta  finally 
withdrew  from  the  congregation,  and  he  (Mr 
Thomson)  traced  to  his  withdiawal  that  of  a 
considerable  number  of  others.  Every  means 
a  used  by  tbosa  who  had  so  withdrawn  lo 


>fHofr-  vertad  to  the  allegation  that  he  bad  attempted 
to  put  down  a  Sabbath  school  in  the  village, 
»nd  oharaoterized  it  as  one  of  the  most  shame- 
less calnmniee  which  had  aver  been  raiaed 
against  a  Christian  minialcr.  A  majoritj-  ot 
the  Bubsoribara  to  a  school,  which  ha  mi^ht 
say,  without  vanity,  he  had  been  the  pnn- 
cipal   means  of  erecting.^  had  ( 


1  off  from 


.1,  the  objecl 


annoy  and  disti 
drive  the  niinUler  I. 
lapse  of  two  years 
withdrawals  were  < 
had  been  anticipated, 


After  tbe      lants. 


he  (Mr  T 
nds  of  that 


J  a  haTtTl.-  _ 
isiderahly  (ewf 
■  -■--  -innoyanco  and      him  and  hia  oongrege 


if  they  had  any  regard  for  hia  health  and  for 
his  roioiateriJ  offlciency,  it  they  would  do 


miehl  tl 
had  cai 


:hl  think  i 


bad  sof. 
It  the  hands  o)  that  party,  within  tbe 
same  period,  had  greatly  exceeded  his 
Eloomiest  forebodings.  During  that  period, 
(he  whole  number  of  members,  both  male  and  Christian 
(eiuale,  who  had  been  disjoined  from  the  con- 
gregation, bad  been  19,  ol  whom  foar  or  Bve 
liad  gone  to  Coliuton  pariah  ohnrch,  and  the 
remainder,  though  lost  to  him  (Mr  Thomson), 
'--'  -■  "-0  denomination,  as  the^ 


had  joined  the  c< 


.rely  i 


LOf  a  brother  m' 


■A  the  r 


they  had  ErievouHly  dist_.  

oneoftheMngregationaofthaCUuroh.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that,  however  innocuous 
these  attempto  might  bo  in  the  long  run,  they 
were  designed  to  be  disastrous.  Hi*  congre- 
galion,  oT  whom  there  were  twenty-three 
mambers  preBcnt  as  commissioners,  would 
stalo  that  they  felt  themselves  involved  la 
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the  Insult  wMoh  h&d  been  cast  npon  their 
minister. 

Hr  J.  Watt,  *  member  of  session,  eipr«88ed 
his  ooncumnco,  on  behalf  of  the  seadon  and 
ooQgTegation,  in  the  stBtemenla  of  the  Ber.  Mr 
ThomBOE. 

Several  questions  were  then  put  by  mem- 
beni  of  Synod,  in  reply  to  one  of  which  Hr 
ThoiDBon,  one  of  the  appellnntB,  slated,  (hat  if 
the  Synod  was  williDg  to  proc#ed  to  eo  inves- 
tigation of  the  severs  1  charges  brought  against 

ready  to  adduce  proof.  He  admitled,  how- 
ever, that  tbey  had  nithdianu  several  of  the 
ohargBB  because  they  had  received  eiplana- 


Dved, 


^uulneBs  of  tbeir 
believed  the  present  case  nas  ju 
of  what  he  feared  was  growing 
^the  practice  of  discontented 
Mir  up  dissensions  in  coogregationB  on  Irivial 
matlen,  when  they  imagined  that  the  popn- 
larlly  of  their  miuiater  was  djminiahing,  or 
flieir  fastidious  tasles  had  ceased  to  be  met. 
The  object  was,  b;  maldng  the  minister  un- 
comfortable, aud  stirring  up  strife  in  the  con- 
gregation, to  induce  him,  out  of  self-respect, 
to  resile  from  the  position  to  which  he  had 
been  solemnly  iaducted.  Mr  Jarvie  tlien  ex-' 
pre^iedUie  high  opinion  which  he  had  formed, 
from  close  and  long-continncd  personal  Inter- 
oourse,  of  Ur  Thomson's  Christian  character 
and  ministerial  faithfulneee  and  zeaL  Aiter 
animadverting  on  the  equivocal  manner  in 
which  some  of  the  charges  had  been  witli- 
drawn,  he  said  he  could  only  characterize  the 
whole  of  the  charges  properly  by  terming 
them  most  friv-'--   --■"  " —     '^  — 


thoDght  their  oondaoCwaa  inoon- 
ustenl  with  their  ChriBtian  profession. 

Mr  Remtom  of  Kelso  said  he  rose  to  pro- 

Cse  another  motion.  He  believed  there  was 
t  one  feeling  throughout  the  entire  Com-t 
regarding  ibis  esse,  whether  tbey  looked  at 
the  report,  the  conduct  of  Die  appellants  with 
whom  it  originated,  at  the  large  portion  of 
valoable  time  which  had  been  consumed  in 
the  investigation  of  it  by  the  Preebyt«y  of 
Edinburgh,  or  at  the  exhibition  to  the  world 
of  such  scones  and  such  charges  in  a  Church 
of  Christ ;  or  whether  they  realised,  as  they 
had  done  that  da^,  the  consumptian  of  so 
many  of  their  precious  hours  in  such  a  case. 
Tat  lie  believed  that  tliis  was  not  aU  to  be 
There  were  compensating  oon- 

than  Bumbers  in  their  membership, 
■nd  that  was  character ;  and  there  was  some- 
thing far  more  important  than  person,  and 
that  was  principle.     He  felt  as  no  old  friend, 

Mr  Thomson,  nhom  he  had  long  been  accus- 
tomed to  esteem  and  respect  as  a  public 
apirited  minister  of  that  Church— with  no 
feeling  of  that  sort,  but  sitting  in  the  respon- 


rible  position  of  a  judge,  he  felt  that  Hr 
Thomson  bad  bean  a  most  deeply  injured  mui 
But  he  felt,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had 
come  out  from  that  fi»7  trial  a  scatheless  and 
an  honourable  leea.  He  felt,  on  hearing  read 
the  papers  of  the  appellants,  and  still  more  on 
hearing  read  their  pleadings,  that  he  emdd 
attach  no  weigh  t  to  the  testimony  of  such  men. 
It  was  worthless  to  him  from  the  internal  evi- 
dence of  its  worthlessneBs.  When  he  (omd 
men  coming  forward  with  very  Berions  charges 
against  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  when  ha 
found  them  impeaching  his  veracity  and  bit 
honour,  and  saying  at  the  same  time  tilt 
they  cherished  for  him  the  highest  respect,  hs 
actoiy.  tvas  constrained  to  atk,  what  was  the  respeid 

worth  P  It  was  a  degradation  to  be  respected 
by  such  men.  He  ha4  heard  with  great  atten- 
tion the  defence  of  their  sentence  by  tbg 
Freebytei^  of  Edinburgh.  He  thought  Ihil 
defence,  in  the  paper  read,  quite  complete. 
Everything  that  had  tianspired  sioce  bad 

Eone  to  deepen  his  conviction,  that  nothing 
ad  been  adduced  in  that  Court  to  palliate  in 
tiie  least  the  conduct  of  the  appellante,  or  to 
abate  in  the  least  the  sentence  of  the  presby- 
tery. After  what  lie  appellants  had  ebomi 
of  desire  to  catch  at  every  possible  occasioD 
of  charge,  he  thought  there  was  great  force 
in  Che  ailment  of  Cr  Brown,  that  there  bad 
not  been  any  imputation  on  the  life,  the  doc- 
trine, the  talent,  or  the  stndies.  or  the  pastcnl 
visltationB  of  the  minister  of  Slatefotd ;  and 
that  the  minister  against  whom  there  had  not 

been  rakine  together  everything  that  could 
be  got  by  hook  or  crook  against  him,  must 
surely  be  a  most  exemplary  preacher  and  [as- 
lor.  He  thought  that,  looking  not  merely  to 
fonnalitiee  and  technicalities  m  that  case,  Iba 
way  was  clear  to  .a  aentence  of  oonfirmatiDu 
of  the  finding  of  the  presbytery;  bnt  be 
Con-  thought  that,  looking  to  the  higher  inlereeti 
of  Christian  morals  in  the  Church  at  Ibit 
period,  the  Synod  would  fail  in  their  dn^  if 
they  allowed  auoh  men  to  come  to  that  on 
after  snoh  a  course,  and  go  away  witlont 
.anything  but  a  formal  conflrmalion  of  the 
"    ' "       of  the  preebyterj.  He  begged,  there- 


narettet 


confirm  the  finding  of  the  Preebytery  of  Edhl- 
hurgh;  condemn  the  spirit  and  cbnduct  of  the 
appellants;  and  suspend  them  from  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  Church,  aye  and  until  they 
einiBss  contrition  for  their  conduct." 

Mr  HoBEHTSOH  of  Stow  aeoondod  Mr  Ren- 
ton's  motion.  He  said  that  he  never,  in  the 
whole  course  of  his  ecclesiastical  eiperien^ 
heard  a  case  so  simple  in  regard  to  its  merits; 
and  while  they  might  regret  that  so  much  of 
their  time  had  been  taken  up  with  a  matter  BO 
frivolous  and  vexatious,  yet  he  concnned  in 
thinking  that  great  advantage  would  arise 
from  the  full  discussion  of  such  cases  as  the 
one  which  was  now  before  them.  Mr  Pobert- 
son  proceeded  to  notice  certain  inconslstencio 
in  the  pleadings  of  the  appellants.  These 
men,  he  said,  professed  to  be  so  far  the  advo- 
cates of  truth  and  righteousness,  that  tbey 
were  ready  to  withdraw  certain  charges,  i*  W 
which  they  stated  that  satisfactory  eiplaaa- 
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tiou  hid  been  made ;  jel  thej  >t  the  skms     ihip  !□  regard  to  their  conduct,  trithoat  feci- 

..       .  ......  .^_.  .^ ,._.. ing  very  Jeeply  indeed  under  ilj  .nd  he  d." 

tr-'"-'    '^--■' '  "--  •<'--"  "-'-^ 

tliej  hid  withdrmvn.     It  yi^a  pertectlj  pl^ia      tl 
LhaL  these  men  wei«  prepared'  to  prnve  any-      t< 
IliuiK.    Wli;,  ha  bad  no  doubt  that  they  wore 
nrepsred  to  proire  not  only  that  Mr  Thomson 
lii  bean  gnilty  of  prevanoation,  but  that  he 
bid  been  guilty  of  all  the  orim«  of  the  Deca- 
hgtte;  that  vaa  to  sayi  they  would  try  to 
proye  tbom,  and  if  they  (ailed,  bo  harm  would 
as  they  had  withdrawn  tfie  ohargee. 
■llauta  were  ap) 
w  the  responsibility  *  ^    *  - 

VnebyUxy,  seeing  that  If  they  ChemselTes 
libelled  without  a  good  ground,  they  would  lay 
tbemsalTM  open  to  cenauTB.  ThmgBhadoomB 
QUt  before  the  fiynod  fn  regard  to  the  spirit 
ud  tendency  of  the  appellantB,  which  would 
eulitle  them  to  go  l^rther  than  merely  affirm- 
ing the  deoieion  of  the  preabytery;  and  he 
ttiDnght  the  Supreme  Cfourt  would  throw 
jLTDnad  its  preahyl^es  that  shield  of  protec- 
tien  to  which  they  were  entitled.  Eethought, 
tberelore,  that  m  coDBeqaence  of  the  spirit 
msoileetcd,  and  tfie  eTident  dMBer  to  the 
poiition  of  every  minister  of  this  Church,  they 
tbanld  mark  with  their  severe  censure-^not 
Ug  Kiere,  but  censure  adequate  to  the  occa- 
non— liia  conduct  oT  the  appellants  ;  and  that 
itj  should  mark  their  sense,  in  regard  to  this 
ase,  that  Mr  Thomson  came  out  perfectly 
Kalhelces.  and  even  a  much  more  honourable 
ma  Ihan  before,  having  come  so  triumphantly 
llroujrh  so  severe  an  ordeal. 
_  Dr  H'Kkriiow,  Bridge  of  Teith,  thought 
ii  nouM  be  wrong  to  suspend  the  appelhmta 
»iliionl  gfving  them  an  opportunity  of  ei- 
ptesuQg  contrition  for  their  conduct  to  their 
■DIDibter  and  to  the  presbytery. 

HrSELr-  Newcastle,  supported  Hrltentou'fl 
'ODtion,  with  the  eioeptioa  of  the  clauee  as  to 
Ills  suapeneion  of  the  Mpellants. 

Ur  He-Vfon  said  he  had  no  ^nubt  as  to  the 
illl  and  crear  riffbt  o[  the  Bynod  to  suspend 
tie  ippellanlfl,  and  even  to  go  further,  if  they 
ttiODglit  proper;  but  the  preferable  mode  was 
lo  remit  to  the  preshytary  to  carry  out  the 
wspenaion  in  tbo  event  of  the  appellants  not 
fipreaainB  to  the  preebytery  oontritibn  for 
Ibeir  conduct  He  WgM,  thereforB,  to  sub- 
mi  bis  motion  in  the  following  altered  form ; 
-^'  Dismiae  the  appeal  as  ill-founded' and  vez- 
;  confirm  the  finding  of  the  presbylery  j 

of  their  not  eipresslng  contrition  for 


to  seek  earnestly  that  they  might  he  rightly 
directed,  and  study  those  things  which  make 
for  peace,  and  by  which  they  might  edTfy  sacli 
other,  He  could  hardly  pmume  tb  say  any- 
thing to  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  ;  but 
he  could  not  but  eipreas  his  admiration  o(  Qia 
<:almne9B,  and  theabiHty,  and'the  forbearance, 
and  the  kindness  which  they  had  manifested 
In  tho  conducting  of  this  case.  He  could  not 
but  congratuiate  them  on  tho  admirable  de- 
fence which  they  presented  of  their  condnct 
before  the  Conri,  and  which  he  was  sure 
produced  a  deep  Impression  on  all  their  minds ; 
and  it  was  matter  of  congratulatibn  to  the 
whole  CHuroh  that  they  had,  in  their  presby- 
teries, courts  who  travelled'  witG  so  much 
care,  anxiety,  and'conscientlouBiiess  in  thoM 
painful  casea.  AddrCBSing  himself  next  to 
the  session  and  ccngrusationof  Slateford,  and 
to  its  moderator  especially,  he  begged  leave 
to  congratulate  tliem  on  the  decision  which 
had  been,  arrived  at  unanimously  by  the  Su- 
preme Courtof  the  Chureh  with  which  they 
were  connected.  He  trusted  tho  Court  would 
pardon  him  If  he  said  how  sinosreTy  he  re- 

Siced  in  the  vindica,(ion  of  his  dear  brother, 
r  Thomson,  whom  ho  fiigKly  estaemed  and 
sincerely  loved,  and  with  whom,  in  his  suf- 
ferings and  trials— as  Ihey  had  been  presented 
to  tho  Synod  that  day— he  siiicerely  eym- 
psthiaed.  He  trusted  that  lie  would  be  sus- 
tained by  the  unBBimouB  expression  of  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  his  brethren,  and  that 
ho  would  return  to  his  work  with  his  heart 
encouraged  to  prosecute  his  work,  and  that, 
by  the  blessing  of  God  on  his  future  Taboura, 
BlarKB  amount  (^  spiritual  success  would  be 
vouchsafed ;  and  that,  according  to  tho  days 
in  which  he  liad  been  afflicted,  and  the  years 
in  which  he  had  seen  evil,  he  would  yet  be 
made  glad. 


lasts;  and 


ttiE  Church. 

Ur  JiaviE  withdrew  his  motioi 
BcDton's  motion,    as  modified,   was   unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

fhe  Moderator  said  he  had  now  to  ad- 
oresj  the  appellants,  and  say  to  them,  that 
Joey  had  heard  the  decision  to  which  tho 
l^url  had  unanimously  come.  He  hoped  thoy 
"Quid  weigh  well  the  eipreeslon  of  opinion 
•hicb  had  thus  been  given.  He  shouldthink 
l«a  of  ihem  than  he  now  did,  if  they  could 
J^Mive  nnmoved  the  eipressed  opinion  of 
latiera  and  brethren  in  tho  ministry  and  elder- 


Bev.  H.  M.  JTacGh,!,  gave  in  the  report  on 
the  Annnal  Statistics  of  Uie  Church,  to  which 
ho  called  the  special  attention  of  tho  Synod, 
as  the  Bguree  it  contained  were  of  an  eicaed- 
Inglv  gratifying  kind.  The  following  are  the 
leading  features  of  the  report ;  — 

"Numberof  communicants,  165,6G6.  Ac- 
cessions, 1682,  Baptisms,  including  94  adults, 
9587.  Congregational  income,  lor  strictly 
conjcreKatibnalnurposas,  1.167,627,  IBs.  IH.j 
mislionary  and  benevolent  income.  L.«,l62, 
9a  4d.— tolal,  L.197,780,  2s,  6(d.  Debt  liquid 
dation  in  1860,  L.46,000,  16s.  7d.  Stipends, 
L.7B,387,  9a.  aid.  Average  contribution  for 
all  purposes  by  each  merater,  1.1,  3a.  lOJd. ; 
average  contribution  for  all  purposes  by  each 
congregation,  L.Bee,  18s,  9d.  Sabbath  schools, 
942,  teachers,  8719;  attendance,  68,894.  Ad- 
vanced classes,  716;  attendance,  20,668.  Day 
schools,  76.  LibraricB,439;  volumes,  167,311. 
Prayer-meetings,  weekly,  1183;  fortnightly, 
186;  monthly,  314;  aggregate  attfodancoBt 
these,  43,970, 

"  The  Synod  at  its  last  meeting  remitted  to 


,  ^.oo^Ic 
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py  deputation  or  otherwiBe,  which  hud 
made  BtalisUcal  ratums,  or  which  had  with- 
held them  for  a  sories  of  years,  in  order  to 
remove  difflcultios,  and  to  secure  reluma  for 
the  future.  The  Synod's  Comnjittee  on  8t»- 
tisEiCB  have  nut  beea  Informed  bow  far  pres- 
byteries have  carried  out  the  inalruotions  of 
the  Supreme  Court-  The  reBults,  as  indicated 
Id  the  returns  made  to  the  committee,  ore  the 
foHowing  :-The  nnmbcr  of  dBtaullers  for 
1869,  inclnding  only  19  conKremtions  that 
had  never  made  ratums,  was  5S.  The  number 
for  1860,  including  18  that  hare  never  at  any 
time  returned  anawera  to  the  queries,  has  been 
5S.  A  eensidarable  nnmbcr  of  those  that  have 
Teeently  withheld  their  answers  have  done  so 
from  no  prinoiple,  but  frorn  inadvertence. 
There  are  others,  however,  that  avow  a  reason 
which  the  Synod  cannot  sustain— name];, 
that  certain  congn^cBtioBB  have  persaveringly 
resisted  theinjuncUonsof  the  Supreme  Court, 
■nd  have  done  so  with  impunity.     It  ought 


gregatloBi  Bendlitg  bo  returns  were— in  1849, 
124;  1850,  98;  1861,  US;  1862,  140 1  1868, 
221;  ISM,  report  not  printed;  1855,norBiiorli 
1 856, 67 ;  1857, 70 ;  18S8, 45 ;  1859, 68 ;  i860, 66, 
Thirdlj,  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  nlii- 
fftCtory  trlBHEial  return  would  be  as  great  u 
that  of  calling  in  information  every  year.  A 
part  of  the  eiMing  system  is  intended  to  faci- 
litate the  accurate  statemant  of  facta  mil 
figures  in  the  records  preserved  by  oongrEci- 
tiong.  A  blank  schedule  is  provided  aDnuall;,  ! 
IK  which  congregations  are  rcquest^id  toitt- 
Bert  the  same  figures  as  they  receive  for  the 
iaformalion  of  the  Synod,  and  wiiieh  they  an 
requested  to  retaia  for  future  nsa.  The  very 
statement  of  those  leading  figures  will  indiraie 
the  external  condition  nf  a  coDgr^gatiou,  lendi 
to  secure  an  important  Christian  end,  the  accu- 
racy of  communicants'  rolls  and  congr^- 
tional  aeeounts,  in  regard  to  whkcb  it  ia  ircU 
for  the  Synod  to  nourish  a  healthy  i 


cult  f( 


n  to  s' 


e  its  d 


acquainted  with  them,  that  when  they  are  es- 
timated as  average  ooDjrregatioiis  in  member- 
ship and  libenility,  the  general  summation  of 
results  depends  on  no  exaggerated  calcu- 
lations, and  is  indeed  affected  by  mere  eati- 
mate  only  in  an  iBanitesimal  degree,  since 
not  ^  more  than  one  congregation  ia  thirty 
Steadily  decline  returning  anflwers. 

"  The  proposal  has  been  su^eeted,  thouffh 
not  by^  any  presbytery,  that  returns  might  be 

mlttee  that  the  difficulty,  so  far  as  it  exists, 
can  be  overcome  by  any  eompi<amise,  and  it 
is  one  bo  formidable  as  to  suggest  the  idea 
that  the  Synod  should  forego  its  right  to  de- 
mand returns.  A  society,  whether  civil  or 
sacred,  that  Is  denied  the  right  of  asking  its 
own  members  what  is  their  number,  and 
what  are  their  resources,  would  require  to 
consider  well  how  far  what  is  called  Ihrfr 

stance,  or  is  only  shadow.  Various  questions 
of  detail  are  ohviously  upon  to  discsssion, 
such  as  the  following; — Whether  returns 
should  be  made  by  congregations  direct  to 
presbyteries,  or  to  the  Synod's  committee? 
Whether  any  committee  of  the  Synod  should 
ever  put  queries  to  congregations  without 
previous  communication  with  the  SvEod's 
Committee  on  General  Statistics ;  and  whether 
congregational  returns  should  be  annual  or  tri- 
ennial  ?  On  this  last  question  alone  would  the 
.committee  van  lure  to  express  a  decided  opnion 
in  opposition  to  a  change,  for  the  following 
reasons : — Finl,  A  less  frequent  call  for  re- 
turns could  not  affect  the  objections  of  these 
brethren  who  seem  on  principle  opposed  to 
them.  Secondli/,  The  number  of  defaulters, 
whether  constiint  or  occasional,  has  been  on 
the  decline,  a  (act  which  proves  ttiat  hostility 

This  is  obvloasfrom  the  following  statements 
u  to  the  number  of  returns  received  during 
tba  [Dist  twelve  years.     The  number  of  con- 


s  these  can  be  expreBsed  a 
figures,  at  the  end  ot  one  year,  the  difficnitj 
(as  in  the  ease  of  all  procrastinated  acconnti) 
will  be  augmented  at  the  end  of  a.  third  yea- 
This  very  difBculty  in  famishing  as  annul 
return  is  an  evil  which  ought  to  be  dens 
away  with,  because  it  can  only  spring  from 


oongregl- 

for  rectifying  which  there  are  ■»  meiiiE  a 
simple  and  ^ective  as  the  annual  return. 

"The  committee  would  not  desire  to  in- 
crease the  difBculty  of  making  retuma,  lot 

they  respectfully  subrait  to  the  Synod  tlie 
importance  of  obtaining  information- Itt 
The  number  of  elders  in  the  United  Presbj- 
terian  Church  ;  2d,  The  number  of  students 
is  attendance  at  the  Divinity  Hall,  and  their 
respective  sta^s  of  advance  in  their  theolo- 
gical curriculum  i  and  Bd,  The  state  of  reli- 
gion in  our  cosgregationB.  The  first  of  theM 
Sieetjoae  is  suggested  by  the  romarksbte  luA. 
at  we  have  never  known,  even  by  approii- 

place  of  'rulers'  in  our  Charch,  and  ut 
therefore  eligible  to  seats  in  the  gnpreme 
Court.  The  second  anestion  in  reference  to 
students,  it  is  believed,  the  Synod  has  not  in 

the  last  question  Is  one  which  is  irre^stibly 
prompted  by  the  present  happy  or  hopehil 
condition  of  many  of  our  churches,  that  have 
been  recently  enjoying  times  of  refKching 
from  the  preseifce  of  the  Lord. 

"  The  three  great  statistical  tacts  of  tlie 
year  1800  relate  to  the  number  of  our  prayer- 
meetings,  the  amount  of  our  efforts  in  ^ilm- 
guiehing  debt,  and  the  aggregato  of  our  coa- 
tributions  for  all  Christian  objects.  Etch  of 
these  amounts  exceeds  the  figures  of.  tlie  pre- 
vious year,  which  were  all  of  them  mucii  in 
advance  of  any  result  previously  attained- 
1860,  debt  paid  ia  483  congregations,  L.4317 

■^a—K—^     attpmlanmi    a 

3,970. 

"  Since  the  year:1849,  the  ascending  nnmbei^ 
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iiig;-rti9,lJ6O,000il85O,L.i6'B,"odo"i'YB51,      .  „. „„    ^,„    „^„ 

L.I57,00«;  I962,L.iei,0W;  185S,  no  report;  these  MeUaad  inqumes  whioh  hig  congre- 

IBH,  no   report;     1866,    no    report;    18M.  Ration  were  obliirad to  InstitutOBverTTeir,  ■« 

L.I6I,184;,  1857,  L.162,200 ;  1858,  L.165,tl6S  ;  tending  very  miioli  to  promoto  their  oonj^ 

1859,  1,192,461;  1960,  L.197,780.      In  1869,  gatiooil  heilth.                                             * 

byHcrtimuluB  of  the  Indian  niiB8ion,BndU)e  Dr  JcsEPn  Bhctwn  Bgreed  with  themotioD, 

liqudsdon  nioToment,  the  mcreaee  roso  by  »  but  thought  there  wore    wiEgestions  made 

boand  L.ST.OOU  bcyoad  that  ot  any  previons  which  ouglit  to  bo  reraittfld  to  a  committee  for 

jfar;  and  by  the  debt  eitinotiou  tnovoment  considerBtion.    In  the  report  there  were  three 

mainly,  the  1..27,O00  of  increase  is  raised  to  BUggestiona— that  their  schedules  should  in- 

op-™nia  of  1.32,000.      The  tact,   howevBr,  elude  the  number  ofelfcre,  aad  the  number  of 

irbch  carries  in  ils  boaom,  mors  tbatt  uny  Mudenta,  and  the  state  of  religion  in  their 

"'K  a  io^fui   and  happy  future,  is  that  various  churehea  ;  and  Dr  Johnston  had  made 

^hicheihibilaan  attendance  at  prayer-meet-  some  BUggestionfl  as  to  visiting   defaulta™, 

uga  of  43,970,  the  previously  unpr^mdonted  giving  a  tabular  view  of  all  the  slatisticB,  and 

number  of  the  preceding  years  having:  been  BimplifyiiM;  the  echedules. 

iboul  1500  less.     'He  aUl  fulfil  the  desire  The  motion  was  unammously  adopted,  and 

el  fbosa  who  fear   Him :  Ho  will  also  hear  a  eominittea  was  appointed  to  eoosider  and 

llieitcry,  and  revive  them.'"  report  on  the  suggBHtions  made  by  Dr  John- 

Sr  JoBNSTOR,  LimekiloB,  moved  that  the  stun,  and  in  the  report, 
report  bereeeived  and  printed.    The  Synod 

"ore  inuoh  indebted  to  the  committee  for  the  WiOTBSI  AMD  AfpeAl  bi  thB  ret. 

intelligence  which  they  had  communicated,  akdrew  nicol. 

ind  theyshonid  be  devoutly  grateful  for  the  The  Synod  nsit  took  up  a  proteat  and  ap- 

ttwilt.    Hb  believed  that  very  tew  denomina-  peal  by  the  Bev.  Aodrsw  Sicol,  minister  of 

tiona  hid  been  increasing  during  the  laat  tew  Dubbieslde  congregation,  against  a  decision 

jHrsin  the  number  of  members  ottheir  COD-  of    the    Presbytery  of    Kirkcaldy,   refn^g 

En^tiona;  and  he  T«i8  very  glad  to  loarn  transmission  to  the  Synod  of  a  memorial  from 

Iioni  the  report  j  list  read  that  tbey  were  in-  his  congregation  in  r^ard  to  BUpplement  ot 

nseing  in  that  rceped,  and  that  they  were  stipend. 

iicreaBiDg  in  tho  amount  of  money  raised  for  Mr  NicoL.,  in  behalf  of  hia  appeal^  m^n- 

I'l  purposes.       He  regretted  that  there  were  tained  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  preabylery 

lill  flfly-aii  coQgregatione  who  had  not  made  limply  to  examine  whether  hiB  memorial  wa^ 


ntuma,  and  he  thought  that  the  committee 

respectful  iti  language  and  othen 

^uld  be  Buthoril-«d  to  send  a  deputation  to 
Ibse  cangregatians.     The  schedule  of  Btatis- 

lariy  drawn  up  \  and  that  they  had  i 

refuse  transmission  of  the  memori 

lies    miglil    be     eimpUfied  ;-the    schedules 

count  of  any  opinion  they  might  ei 

shoold  be  ao  plain,  that  even  persons  not  very 

to  ila  merits.  He  went  into  the  circ 

much  ici^ustomed  to  Sgures  might  be  in  no 

JiiiKer  of  falling  into  any  mistake  in  their  Te- 

ing that  it  was  a  good  station  for  j 

tania.  At  present  there  was  not  a  presbytery. 

oF  Uie  schedule.     He  was  also  of  opi-      vigorous  mission  church  in  the  district. 

'       "'  "    "  "me-  Mr  Kkkh  of  Pittenweem,  and  Mr  Browk 

'  Marklnch,  addressed  the  Court  in  support 


f  ould  be  ready  to 

of  matters  which  he  traced  in  part  to  the  and  supply  the  requisite  funds  to  keep  up 

■"' '  Uie  schedule.    He  was  also  of  o  '       "'"" — '    '        '       ■  -    -     '■-■  --■ 

.they  should  not  only  have  the  gei 

Is  of  the  statistics  laid  before  the._,      „__ .. 

but  also  a  tabular  view  of  the  slate  of  the  of  the  decision  ot  the  presbytery.  Mr  Kerc 
"hole  Church.  He  saw  no  difliculty  in  pre-  staled  that  the  presbytery  were  against  the 
^liag,  in  a  double  number  of  the  iiecord,  a  request  for  a  supplement  to  the  Cubbieaide 
toinplete  tabular  view  of  the  state  of  the  congregation  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  a 
irtote  Church,  gifing  the  name  ot  each  con-  squandering  of  the  funds  of  the  ChuTCli. 
givgation,  the  number  of  its  members  and  Parties  having  been  removed, 
elJers,  and,  in  short,  all  the  facts  embraced  in  Mr  Thokas  moved,  "That  the  Synod, 
iJie  Btatielical  schedules-  He  begged  to  move  without  giving  any  opinion  as  to  the  decision 
Ibil  the  report  be  received,  and  ordered  to  be  of  the  presbytery  app^od  against,  agree  to  re- 
priuled.  mit  the  memorial  to  the  favourable  considera- 
Dr  AsDHKW  Thomson,  io  Beoonding  the  tion  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee,  reoom- 
Qiolien,  expressed  the  great  gratificatiou  he  mending  them  to  continue  the  donation  of 
hadfeltstthefacts  that  had  come  out  in  the  L.60  for  another  year,  in  the  hope  that 
report;  and  especially  at  the  fact,  that  on  all  measures  may  be  adopted  with  regartf  to  this 
Ihc  items  on  which  Mr  MacGill  had  reported  congregation  that  may  be  found  satisfactory, 
there  had  been  a  healthy  increase.  The  after  the  case  has  been  cousidered  by  the 
Church  had  not  merely  been  growing  in  one  Home  Mission  Committee." 
iir  two  respects,  but  on  all  the  points  on  DrFEumGsaid,  that  torefusea  supplement 
nhich  the  Church  had  demanded  statistics  to  this  congregation  was  to  doom  it  to  alow 
Wn  had  been  progress.  He  hoped  the  con-  exlinctiou.  Mr  Nicol  had  done  great  service 
luiei  would  never  think  for  a  moment  of  to  the  (Jhnrch  in  former  days,  and  was  en- 
yielding  to  Che  proposal  for  triennial  returns,  titled  to  their  sympathy,  seein):  that  he 
^be  giQit  good  was  done  by  these  statistics  laboured  under  physical  disabilities  He 
bring  the  meaus  of  sending  their  cougrega-  thought   that,   avoidjug  the    teohnioaliUes 
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whtclithe  clecisjon  intliiBcase  brought  before 
them,  tbta  ahould  uppoint  d  Btoall  committea 
to  coaler  with  Mr  Nicol,  and  the  Bougrega- 
GoB,  and  the  Home  Mission  Committee,  and 
with  the  Board  lor  the  Support  o(  Aged 
Ministers.  He  oaEne  out  plainly  with  what  he 
thought  nbauld  be  dune  in  l£ia  caae,  whicli 
was,  that  Ur  Nicol  should  be  relieved  from 
the  chaise  of  this  congregBtion,  for  which  he 
believed  that  he  waa  incapacitated,  hecauae 
Providence  liad  incapadlaled  him ;  and  he 
waa  fully  entitled,  from  all  his  servicee  to  the 
Church,  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
Court.  Ayoungandactivemimelerwonld  raise 
*  congregation  in  the  situation  now  occupied 
by  Mr  Nicol ;  and  as  other  parties  were  ready 
to  push  in  and  occupy  every, place  which  was 
neglected,  this  subject  ought  lo  be  carefully 
considered  in  the  tnanner  he  had  suggested. 

Hr    YoiTNa    of    Einclaveu    tUoueht    the 
Synod  should 


Synod  should  eipreaa  its  disapproval 
conduct  of  the  Presbytery  of^Kirkci 


it  the  I 


■Idy,  11 


Hr   MABguAii.,   Coupar-Ang 

us,  proposed 

the    followiqg    D 

action,   which 

was    nnani- 

moosly  adopted 
Bynod,  Mr  Thon 

as  the  delive 

ranoe  of   the 

las  having  agreed  ta  with- 

draw  his  motion 

a  its  favour:- 

"Sustain  Mr 

Niool's  protest 

ij'sir 

eipeiSent  in 

the  whole  cirQUn; 

Blanoes  of  Du 

[.b'oBide  cou- 

gr^tion,  with  power  to  confe 
and    (o    report   to  the  Synod 

withparliej, 
at  ^  early 

A  eommitteo  hiving  been  appointed,  in 
terras  of  Mr  Marshalls  motion,  the  Synod 
■djourued,  to  meet  en  Wednesday  at  eleven 

WBDNKacAY,  Mnj  16. 
The  Synod  Msumed  its  tittings  this  morn- 
ing— Dr  Bobeon,  Hoderalur. 
Devoti 


ready  contributed  to  the  object,  (or 
liunal   thousand  pounds.      The  rej 


RKPOHT  BI  DEBT-LIQUIDATISO  BOAHD. 

Hr  MacGiij^  Secretary  to  the  Home  Mis- 
sion Board,  read  the  report  of  the  Debt- 
Liquidating  Board.     The  followlog  is  an  al>- 

In  May  1860,  the  Board  reported  to  the 
Synod  that  Ihey  bad  made  ofters  to  81  con- 
gregaticne  which  were  under  burdensome 
deM.  In  ten  of  these  Uio  oppressive  portion 
of  the  debt  would  be  renioved  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  its  amount.  In  the  other  71  cases, 
adequate  relief  could  be  secured  only  by  the 
entire  extinction  of  the  burden ;  and  to  that 
end  the  Board  directed  their  proposals.  The 
aegregste  amount  of  grants  offered  at  the  date 
ot  last  report  to  the  81  congregatious  was 
L.7690,  to  which,  siu[;e  that  date,  various  addi- 
tions, amounting  to  L.240,  have  been  madej 
■  apart  for  the 
tions,   and   the 

, led  by  the  81 

s  L.29,007.     During  the  past 


1  grants  in  aid  will  ai 


L.1B99,  and  will  be  the  means  of  wiiung  off 
I..9480;  and  thus,  by  a  sUtwilus  araoantiDi 
in  all  to  L.9T29,  an  aggregate  debt  of  L.38,i^ 
will  be  expunged,  and  the  energies  of  1^  cf 
our  congregatfons  will  be  f rw.  To  a  laij. 
extant  is  this  the  case  already;  68  of  Ibeu 
churches  having  met  the  conditions  atipulaled 
by  the  Board,  and  having  received  their  giants 
and  paid  their  debts;  and  the  other  32c 
gregations  ore  in  the  midst  of  active  exer 
wit£  a  view  to  the  same  result.  The  san 
already  paid  or  promised  by  the  Boa 
I..9729.  The  amount  placed  at  the  die 
of  the  Board,  in  connection  with  the  presenl 
effort,  has  been  about  L.10,6OO,  and  thus  tlit  ' 
balance  etjil  at  the  disposal  ot  the  Boai'd  ii 
about  L.SDD.  The  question  is  forced  upoa 
the  Board  and  the  Synod,  Will  this  baluKe 
^ain  the  end  proposed  to  the  Church  in  this  I 
important  enlerpnse,  viz.,  the  entire  remOTil 
of  its  oppressive  debt  ?  The  answer  to  Uite 
questiou  was  anticipaied  in  the  reports  sub- 
mitted  by  the  Board  a  year  ago.  A  supple-  i 
mentary  contribution  is  indispensable;  and  ' 
the  Board,  through  the  Synod,  appeal  to  con- 
irrvirationH  find  individuals  that  have  nolsi- 
n  addi- 

_ _.    ..  id  pounds.      The  report  Uiei     I 

stated  that  unaided  congregational  efforts  are  | 
completed,  or  are  in  process  of  completion,  in- 
volving the  extinction  of  more  than  L.11,00(I. 
It  is  nut  difficult  to  estimate  the  extent  of  tlie 
effort  to  liquidate  debt  since  1857,  (he  date  ia 
reference  to  which  the  calculadons  of  tie 
Board  were  Irumed,  with  a  view  to  that  spe- 
cial enterprise  which  is  now  drawing  to  > 
close.  The  debt  paid  by  congregations,  ac- 
cording to  the  returns  made  to  the  conimiltte 
on  genera.]  statistics,  was  as  follows  ■.—Fa 
1857,1*14,788;  1858,  L.20,867;18S9,L.23,510i 
I860,  L.4S,178.  In  all  for  these  four  yean, 
lu^SScongragatJons,  L.103,27S. 

Mr  MacOill,  after  reading  the  report,  mid 
the  Syuod  were  under  deep  obligations  to  Hr 
David  Anderson  and  Mr  Andrew  Mitchell, 
both  ot  whom  had  spent  days  after  days  at  t 
time  in  (ha  business  of  the  Board.  They  rat 
in  each  of  the  cases  with  judicial  accuracy, 
and  tlie  Synod  ought  to  be  gralelul  to  these 

Mr  Davij)  Anderson,  Qlaagow,  said  Ibe 
Board  were  exceedingly  gratified  at  the  great 
success  of  their  operations  during  the  itet 
year.     The  Board  were  anxious  that  eome- 

manses  throughout  the  country. 

Dr  Ah PBF.w  Thomson  moved  the  appraval 
of  the  report  DHring  the  past  twelve  months 
L.43,000  had  been  wiped  off,  and  within  thu 
last  four  years  they  had  succeeded  iu  wipiug 
oft  L.102,000,  and  he  understood  by  the  report 
that  another  L.IOOO  would  put  it  in  the  power 
of  their  Debl^Liquidation  Committee  to  nipe 
off  all  the  debt.  Ueanticipaled  that  the  DelH- 
Liquidation  Report  next  year  would  be  able  to 
tell  them  that  they  were  free  of  debt  la  a 

Dr    Fatebson,    Eirkvrall,    seconded   die 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted.    > 

Mr  ANDERaoR  stated,  that  up  to  Uie  jnr 

18fi7  only  L.200,000  of  debt  hadWn  paid  aff 
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1.100,000 had  been  p^'l  oft;  thna showing  thnt 
UiriHigh  Iha  agency  of  this  Board  directly  ■ 
debt  amouatiag  U)  L.SOO.OOO  bad  been  liqul- 
liiled. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr  Thomas  (Clerk),  a. 
mla  a[  thanks  was  awanled  to  the  Board,  and 
npedally  to  Mr  Anderson  end  Mr  A.  Mltohell, 
lor  their  eiertiona  in  bahill  of  this  fund. 

it  was  then  agreed  that  a,  Bpecial  colleotioa 
Binnijd  be  made  throughout  the  Churoli  to 
raise  the  L.IOOO  required  by  the  Debt-Liqui- 
iiUcg  Boird,  and  that  aobscripljona  should 
be  received  as  formerly  for  this  purpose. 


The  Olkrk  read  an  overtura  from  Vhe  aea- 
ngu  of  Brislo  Street  coDgregatian,  in  favour 
olsQeneral  Repreeentalive  Assembly.  The 
orerturs  was  to  the  effect  that  thti  Syood  take 
ktoconaideration.  the  expediency  Cf  altering 
^g  constitution  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlis 
Cioreh,  by  instituting,  in  place  of  8  Synod, 
>  Qeueral  Assembly,  compoeed  of  represent 
IMfvn  of  all  the  cbaroh«B,  in  which  care  shall 
1«  Iihii  to  secure  a  full  representa^oo  of 
lbs  eldarehip. 

in  overtnre  by  the  Bev.  Jamea  Jarvle, 
EiIbo,  was  also  read,  which,  after  settiDg  forUi 
ilKinoanTenienoes  attendant  upon  a  court  ol 
"meir  composed  of  680  members,  and  giring 
°'betrHsons  for  a  change  in  the  oonslitution 
^  the  Supreme  Court,  made  Uie  following 
fntmeals:— 

"L  That  a  Snpreme  Court  composed  ot  a 
limited  number  of  mintaters  and  elders,  in 
*|inl  proportions  delogated  from  each  pres- 
^S^rj,  Bhonld  be  eutetituted  in  room  ol  the 
fn«nl  Synod  of  thia  Church,  now  nominally 
>°adi  lip  of  all  the  members  of  the  preshyteried 
of  the  body ;  and  that  the  presbyteries  ehould 
Mgronped  into  a  convenient  number  o(  Pro- 
vilioiEil  Synods,  to  be  lermed  within  their 
nEpeotira  bonnda  on  the  principle  of  the  exist- 
ing Synod. 

"11.  That  the  Supreme  Delegated  Court 
sboDld  consist  of  about  260  members  m 
.  ■«'irin(,orasDearlraspoBBibleof  one-fourth 
m  of  thfl  presbyteries— the  benefit  in  the  case 
et  odd  numbers  being  given  to  smaller  and 
"itblleld  from  laiger  presbytariee. 
,  "  IIL  That  the  general  principle  followed 
'0  their  appointment  should  be  that  of  rotation, 
lalf  being  taken  from  the  top  and  half  from 
[M  bollom  of  the  roll ;  the  eldeni  to  preeby- 
leriea  being,  aa  at  present,  appointed  annually, 
"111,  IS  far  as  possible,  by  rotation.  Also, 

"IV.  Tlat  one-fourth  part  of  the  repre- 
sentatives from  each  preabjlery  should  be 
^med  for  two  years — vacancies  ocourriog 
y  death  or  otherwise  to  be  filled  up  by  pres- 
^>eda  ]  at  least  one-third  part  of  the  msm- 
«"  appninted  to  permanent  coramilteeB  of 
'M  Saprame  Court  to  be  aeleoted  from  the 
"lembors  returned  by   preabyteriss  for  two 

f'-  That  no 


manent,  but  not  members  unless  chosen  in  the' 
ordinary  way. 

"  VI.  That  there  should  be  nins  Provincial 
Bynods. 

"VII.  That  there  should  be  no  Commission. 

"  VIII.  Tbat  members'  expenses  shoald  ba 
paid  out  of  a  general  fund,  to  be  raised  by  an. 

.  be  fixed  by  the  Aasembly'B  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance ;  to  be  limited  to  the  cost  ol  travelling, 
and  regulated  as  far  aa  possible  by  mileage. 

"  IX.  That  the  attendance  of  members, 
after  they  shall  have  consented  to  their  ap- 
pointment, BhB,ll  be  imperative  upon  all  the 

report  their  diligence  to  their  constituents." 

TheCLBBKr^  the  following  report  by  the 
committee  anent  Provincial  Bynods  as  to  the 
returns  from  presbyteriee  on  the  subject : — 

"  The  retume  from  presbyteries  In  regturd 
to  the  question  ol  Frovincial  Synods  having 
been  presented,  18  presbyteries  in  all  bad  re- 
ported ;  of  these,  4  were  for,  and  8  against.  Pro- 
of the  Supreme  Court;  while  5  prea^rteiies 

.  proposed  appointment  of  a  General 
Bepresenlation  Assembly,  2  presbyteriee  in 
thia  connection  being  (avouraUato  Provincial 
Synods,  and  8  reserving  their  opinion." 

Mr  J.  D.  Pedme,  elder  from  Bristo  Sti«et 
session,  was  heard  in  support  of  the  overture. 
Having  adverted  to  the  principle  on  which 
the  Synod  was  compoaed — the  minister  or 
ministers  and  one  elder  from  each  congrega- 
tion— he  remarked  that,  as  the  body  consisted 
of  about  MO  congregations,  if  the  whole  at- 
tended the  number  would  be  upwards  of  1080, 
a  number  for  which  accommodation  had  not 
been  provided.  The  actual  number  who 
attended  never  exceeded  500,  and  the  average 
was  only  488.  He  adverted  to  the  disparity 
in  the  representation  of  different  presbytt- 
ries,  and  staled  that  in  1869,  out  of  thirty-two 
preebyteriss  which  constituted  the  Church, 
twenty-five  were  represented  by  221  membere, 
and  seven  wero  reprceented  by  267  members. 
Each  of  the  twenty-Sve  prestiyteriea  had  an 
average  representation  of  only  nine  congrega-. 
tions,  while  each  of  the  seven  had  as  average 
of  thirty-eight  congrBgationa;  and  while  some 
of  the  former  embraced  only  tvro  congrega- 
tions,  one  of  the  latter  represented  as  many  aa 
seventy-nine.  It  was  clear  that  those  pres- 
byteries were  not  equally  represented  in  the 
Synod.  The  feeling  of  responsibility  for  at- 
tendance was  scarcely  recognised  on  the  pre- 

represenlatives  of  presbyteries,  they  woold  feel 
themselves  responsible  to  their  co-presbyters. 
Were  all  the  congregations  to  setid  their  two 
representatives,  the  cost  to  the  Church  of  Uia 
annnal  Synod  would  be  very  great.  Assum- 
ing the  average  cost  of  attendance  of  each 
member  at  only  L.2,  the  annual  cost  to  the 
Church  would  ba  about  L  2200,  a  sumei- 

tions  of  our  Church  to  missions  and  other 
schemes.  The  theory  of  our  presbyteries  and 
Synods  was,  that  they  wore  composed  of  an 
equal  number  of  ministeiB  and  eldera.  I 
have  gone  over  the  rolls  of  attendance  of  last 


,  ^.oo^Ic 
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Synod  ;  »nil  I  find  ttat,  out  ot  x  total  nntubar 
of  488  membern,  039  were  ministpre,  and  HU 
aldere.  ThU  giveB  a  proportion  o(  nine  mi- 
niBlere  to  tour  oldere.     But  thia  does  not  lully 

aifoent  the  preponderancBof  mioiBleTB;  for 
ile,  aa  a  cfaaa,  the;  ars  men  qualified  to 
BipresB,  more  or  leBa  effectively,  their  senti- 
mentain  a  public  deliberative  aasembly,  the 
aiders,  SB  a  body,  are,  with  few  eiceptionB, 
unfitted  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  deiibera- 
tlona  o(  a  court  That  preponderance  ia  in- 
creased bj  Ihia.  that  the  mluislcrB  have  the 
piivilegeof  attending  every  meeting  of  Synod 
and  preabyterieB,  whereas  the  eMers,  being 
sent  hy  rotation,  are  sent  to  the  Church  Courla 
only  onoe  in  many  yeara.  They  never  have 
time  to  become  famUiar  with  the  (ormg  of  the 
houae,  or  with  their  position  in.  iL  EqnaUty 
of  representation  becomes  a  mere  sound,  and 
tbe  elderBhip  is  practically  poweriess  in  this 
Court.  But  it  may  he  said.  What  of  this? 
Bare  not  ministers  and  eldera  the  soma  end  in 
view  ?  I  bolieVB  that  both  cJaeses  have  the 
le  high  ends  in  view. 
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Church  Courts  which  is  entirely  opposed  to  tiie 
theory  ot  their  constitution.  But  it  la  not  merely 
because  equality  ia  the  theory  of  the  Church 
that  we  demand  that  it  should  be  nstored,  we 
believe  that  the  theory  has  not  been  adopted 
without  th^  very  beat  reasons.  Those  who 
adopted  It,  did  bd  because  they  recognieed  », 
difference  of  intere«la  between  the  two  bodies 


That  these 
diffarencee  exist,  there  can  be  no  question. 
The  one  cla«s,  thatol  the  ministers,  is  profea- 
■ionally  connected  with  the  Church— ita 
worldly  interests  are  to  a  great  extent  de- 
pendenton  the  material  prosperity  of  the  body, 
m  the  increase  in  the  numbers  and  wealth  of 
Its  members,  and  in  their  rise  in  social  status ; 
and  these  worldly  interests  are,  or  may  be,  to 
a  very  largo  extent  affected  by  what  takes 
place  in  this  Court  Again,  they  are  placed  in 
•  position  ot  great  influence,  one  in  which  all 
history  shows  they  are  exposed  to  gi'eat  tamp- 


Theii 


rially  affected  by  what  is  done  in  this  Court 
It  Is  right  that  where  their  temporal  interests 
aad  their  influence  may  be  so  much  aSected, 
tbers  should  be  a  full  repiesentation  of  every 
other  interest  in  the  Church,  and  an  efficient 
check  on  their  actions ;  and  that  check  is  to 
be  found  in  the  emcient  exercise  of  its  func- 
tions by  the  eldership.  But  it  may  be  ssked, 
if  this  equshty  is  ot  such  importance,  and  if 
it*  non-exislt-nce  is  followed  by  snch  evil, 
how  is  it  that  these  evils  have  not  made  Ihem- 
lelTas  more  manifest  during  the  now  loDg- 
oontinaed  existence  of  our  Church?  I  find 
the  answer  in  the  past  circumstances  in  which 
the  Cborch  has,  unUl  withio  a  tew  years, 
existed.  Until  quite  recenUy  she  has  existed 
In  the  form  of  several  small  oodles,  poeeesiad 
ot  little  Influence,  neither  very  numerous  nor 
wealthy.  These  bodies,  all  possessing  the 
■una  consUtulion,  acted  as  a  check  uu  each 


other.  So  long  as  the  Church  was  poor  and 
divided,  the  busineBS  of  the  Synod  was  con- 
nected with  doctrine  and  discipline,  aod 
measures  (or  the  spread  of  religion,  so  thil 
little  practical  evil  could  arise  from  ILe  >b- 
sence  from  it  of  the  eldeiship.  But  now  tbat 
the  Church  is  strong  and  united,  the  chancier 
of  its  business  is  rapidly  altering.  Its  cir- 
cumEtances  lead  its  Supreme  Courts  to  enter 

representation   of  the   eldership   c 


of  the  t»dy,  and  directing  all  its  influence 
and  energies  to  definite  and  common  eada, 

the  character  of  a  compact  organization,  is 
which  individual  and  congregational  aclirai 
is  giving  place  to  that  which  is  synodical  and 
corporate.  With  the  necessity  of  the  full  re- 
presentation ot  the  eldership  1  am  especiallj 
impressed,  when  I  conaider  that  almost  all 
the  schemes  of  the  Church  involve  the  raising 
[pending  of  a  Uive  revenue,  and  thai 
uiunr  are  the  schemes  whioh  most  occujij  the 
Court  Indeed,  I  cannot  resist  the  leelii^ 
that  there  is  something  wrung  in  the  consta- 
tution  ot  a  Church  which  places  in  the  hsudi 
of  ministers  the  regulation  ot  money  mattera 
I  cannot  forget  the  primitive  rule,  that  the 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  should  not  serve  tables 
— that  is,  should  confine  tbantsalves  to  teach- 
ing, leaving  the  cullecUon  and  spending  of 
money  to  deacons,  or  at  least  laymen ;  and 
I  cannot  see  how  this  rule  ahuutd  not  be  as 
binding  on  ministers  in  the  Synod  as  >nf- 
whero  else.  But  the  impropriety  of  leavim 
these  matters  in  the  hands  ol  an  assemWy  « 

we  consider  that  many  of  those  schemes  have 
for  their  object  the  sdvancetnent  ot  the  statn 
and  the  pecuniary  benefit  of  the  ministerial 
class-  It  seems  improper,  it  seems — 1  had 
almost  said  hardly  decent — that  they  Ehould 
aeem  to  the  world  to  be  projected  and  admi- 
nistered by  an  assembly  of  tho4(  whose  benedU 
they  promote.  To  take  these  schemes  ostoi 
the  hands  of  the  ministers  is  an  end  whidt 
af^iears  to  me  of  most  material  conaequeiica 

»...  .(.u; .  w.  J ,,.   __    _.    [gjjt^bj 


nisters  may  not  be  compelled  bycircumstanece 
to  seem  to  bo  the  exclusive  promoters  and 
dispensers  of  these  Echemes.  By  what  sr- 
raugementd  thia  equality  of  representation  of 
ministers  end  elders  is  to  be  restored,  the  ses- 
sion ot  Bristo  Street  does  not  suggest 

Mr  TniN  also  appeared  to  support  the  over- 
tore,  which  he  said  involved^l.  The  prin- 
ciple ot  representation  in  our  Supreme  Court; 
2,  The  principle  o(  equality  in  that  repTt- 
aentatioa.  When  the  elements  of  our  Church's 
constitution  were  framed  by  its  (oundeis,  it 
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of  all  the  ] 


having  ohai^fs,  and  of 
congregation,  and  the 
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j«i  jnd,  wbila  tliey  give  ■  reeoid  of  tboae 
members  present,  they  alag  enumerate  thoM 
vbi]  ire  fttsent,  nitb  the  "eicuaee"  given  io 
b;  the  absentees.    The  namee  of  members 

dolj  minuted.  Were  the  eama  reKuUliom 
enfotted  now,  you  would  realise  «  Bjuod  too 
nntnerous  to  be  sccommod&ted,  sud  too  Isrga 

meitibeis  ure  equally  distributed  over  the 
country;  some  presbyteries  sending  8-lOlbs 
of  their  members,  sud  some  only  seDdiDg 
MUth,  while  others  send  none  kt  all.  And 
(A  those  who  do  come  up,  you  will  aoi  find 
Itoi  s11  present  St  suy  DDe  sederunt.  They 
come  up  at  the  sixth,  seventh,  sod  even  the 
(leventh  sederunt,  by  wh 


le  first  hi 


eleft   i 


it  thst  sDythiDg  like  a  full  court  is 
I  Important  snbj eats  are  discussed 
andf ulB  of  meml>er».     Whence  this 


held  that  the  perfect  parity  of  Preaby- 
inism  was  its  glory ;  but,  in  practice,  they 
ceased  to  be  upou  a  parity  in  that  Court,  if, 
■B  they  did  there,  they  overbore  and  outvoted 
the  cJsss  of  ruling  elders  b;  an  enormous  ex- 
cess of  the  ministerial  element.  But  even  if, 
Accordiug  to  the  present  conetitntion  of  the 


would  therefore  advise 
MessiB  Peddle  and  Thin  to  urge  that  every 
session  should  make  provision  for  paying  ths 

eli^  in  their  attendance  at  the  Synod. 

After  remarks  from  Mr  MsrahaU,  Coupai^ 
Angus;  Mr  Bobertson,  Blowj  and  Dr  G. 
'  '      ■  'the  ounipetcnoj  of  the  Synod 


right,  s 


1  feel 


of   t 


Mr  Thin  eipreAsed  his  gratification 
^  the  presbyteries  of  the  Church  wbo  had 
lepoiied  on  the  question  of  Froviuclal  Synods, 
tad  eipressed  themselves  against  them  in 
ocmneclJon  with  a  General  Synod 


Ungfmi 


m  the  question  of  Provincial  Synods 
iiconnec^n  with  a  represents tive  General 
AEsembly.  It  bad  been  objected,  however, 
tUt  the  decisions  of  a  representative  court 
BHild  not  be  accepted  as  the  decision  of  the 
'bole  Chureh  in  cases  ol  great  import*uca. 
It  iraa  quite  evident  that  courts  so  consti- 
toEed  did  not  express  the  mind  of  the  whole 
Cbuich  so  fully  as  a  properly  constituted 
delegate  court.  Mr  Thin  maintained  that  the 
pieposal  to  institute  a  representative  assembly 
ne  in  harmony  with  the  word  of  Qod,  and 
Uw  practice  of  the  early  churchea. 

aev.  Ur  Jakvie,  Kelso,  then  addressed  the 
Synod  in  support  of  tbe  overture  which  he 
had  submitted.  He  congratulated  tbe  elder- 
Alp  of  Iba  Ohurch  upon  the  eloquence  and 
ponei  with  wLioh   Uieir   cause   liad   been 

tuie  in  all  its  details  should  be  adopted  at 
present  The  utmost  that  he  would  ask  was, 
that  they  should  approve  the  principle  of  a 
npresentative  court,  and  allow  the  question 
of  details  to  lie  on  the  table  of  the  Synod  till 
iwit  year.  He  held  that  the  principle  of  re- 
preeentalioQ  was  an  essential  principle  of 
Presbyterian  government;  but  how  was  it 
carried  out  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe 
tFnited  Presbyterian  Church?  The  actual 
representatioti  on  ordinary  occasions  was  one- 
■■       ■'  "         "   ■  ■  '  one-fourth  of  the 


discussing  and  deciding  upon  the  overtures 
on  their  merits,  or  whetlier,  as  tlicy  involved 
an  alteration  in  tbe  constitution  oF  tlie  Church, 
tbty  should  not  flrat  be  sent  down  to  prosb^- 

Act,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Court  should  con- 
fine  itself  to  the  simple  questions— Should 
there  be  a  representative  Assembly  or  not  P  and 
should  the  present  proposal  l>e  sent  down  to 
presbjiieries  and  BOBsions? 

Mr  K0BEBI8ON,  8  low,  thought  it  was  quits 
competent  for  the  Court  to  come  to  a  finding 
on  the  principle  before  sending  the  overture 

slightest  doubt  that  if'  it  was  remitlad  to  the 
inferior  courts  of  the  Church,  the  same  pro- 
cess which  had  been  gone  through  already, 
would  be  gone  through  again,  and  with  tbe 


the  Secession  and  B 


ief  bodies,  tliey  hi 


n  of 


upreBent 


.tativo    eldi^n 


The 


'r  would  they  bend  their  principle  to 
>«i[  practice,  or  conform  their  practice  to 
Iheir  theory  P     They  were  not  dissenters  from 

be  had  never  seen  in  any  of  the  denomina- 
tionil  docnmentfl,  journals,  or  records,  a  single 
■tWmpt  to  defend  the  present  constitution  of 
the  Synod.  He  was  at  one  with  the  advo- 
uliB  of  the  rights  of  the  eldership,  that  they 
ought,  not  in  theory  merely,  but  in  practice, 


different  result.  Under  the  old  constitution,  the 
Synods  were  occupied  with  what  his  friends 
considered  to  be  the  proper  duties  of  the  clergy 
— investigating  oftsee  of  discipline  and  doe- 
trine;  the  Assembly  proposed  by  Mr  Peddle 
was  to  be  constructed  on  a.  now  commercial 
principle— the  principle  of  havingthe  "oaeea" 
—  such  as  the  Blateford  case,  which  occupied 
BO  much  of  their  time  the  day  before — given 

If  they  had  a  Question 

be  theory  was,  that  lav- 
quslified  to  deal  with  them ; 
but  tbe  "schemes" — tbe  commercial  schemes 
— on  the  new  principle,  Uiese  were  te  be  ma- 
naged 1^  commercial  men,  and  tbe  ministers, 
for  decency  sake,  were  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them.  It  was  just  to  Mr  Peddie  to  say,  tliat 
he  seemed  to  guard  himself  against  sympa- 
thising with  the  views  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed in  some  quarters  as  to  tbe  connection 
of  the  olei^  with  those  schemes;  but  he  must 
say  that  he  fell  a  burst  of  indignatiou  that  It 
should  even  have  been  indicated  (hat  thosa 
adiemes  which  had  done  so  much  lor  the  gloi; 
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□f  Chrisl  End  the  good  o[  maa  bad  been  com- 
menced or  carried  on  for  the  aggrandlBemenl 
o(  the  ministry.  Ea  would  siiy  nithont  fear 
of  coDtrsdiction,  th>t  at  tlie  preEent  day  no 

of  Chrislian  meakness,  than  tlis  minisleni  and 
the  professors  of  the  Cnited  Presbyterian 
Church ;  s.nd  were  he  permitted  to  state  those 
facts  which   he  knew,  instead   of  charging 

selves  would  be  filled  with  surprise  at'  their 
magnanimity.  Mr  Eobertson  proceeded  to 
sdrert  to  some  of  the  other  arguments  brought 
forward  in  the  achcmo.  They  were  told  that 
the  eiders  were  not  properly  represeuted  in 
the  Synod  at  present^that  the  Court  contained 
more  miniEtera  than  elders.    If  the  elders  did 

the  ministers  that  did  attend  were  not  to  be 
blamed.  But  according  to  the  new  scbema 
each  minister  and  elder  would  only  have  ao 
opportunity  of  attending  the  Synod  as  a  mem- 
ber once  in  several  years.  It  was  proposed  to 
parcel  out  the  Church  into  three  cUvisions,  to 
lake  their  turn  in  rotation.  Every  year  they 
would  have  a  separBtfl  Assembly,  consisting 
entirely  of  new  men  ;  and  he  b^eved  that 
the  consequence  would  be,  that,  instead  of 
having  questions  discussed  once,  and  then 
being  done  wUh  them,  every  queation  would 
have  to  be  discussed  three  times.  It  had  been 
said  that  at  present  laymen  had  no  experience 
In  managing  or  taking  part  in  the  business 
which  cams  before  the  Synod.  He  would 
give  them  the  results  of  his  experience,  which 
was,  that  almost  at  every  Synod  he  heard  re- 
marks made  by  brethren,  which  rendered  it 
evident  that  they  had  not  boon  present  when 
a  panjcular  question  was  discussed ;  and  at 
almost  every  meeting  it  became  necessary  for 
those  who  bad  been  present  at  the  previous 
discussions  to  interfere. 


le  Qenen 


many  of  the  same  faces  taking  a  prominent 
share  in  the  management  of  the  business. 
There  were  many  new  men,  but  they  were 
overruled  and  set  right  by  those  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  business  from  their  at- 
tendance at  previoua  Assemblies.  Us  was 
convinced  thai,  if  the  system  proposed  in  the 
overtures  was  adopted  by  (he  Synod,  in  half- 
a-dnien  years  they  would  have  an  agitation 
in  all  their  Chnrch  Courts  for  gelling  back 
to  the  old  plan.  The  United  iPresbyterian 
Church  had  flourished  under  the  present 
system ;  and  although  it  might  have  its  disad- 
vantages, he  would  say  to  the  Synod,  "Better 
to  bear  the  ills  we  have,  than  fly  to  others 
we  know  not  of."    He  begged  to  move  that 

Dr  U'Kerrow  seconded  the  motion.  Ha 
thought  it  a  ^eat  objection  to  the  proposed 
scheme,  that  it  Vould  not  give  them  the  same 

sembly  as  at  present;  and  bethought  it  quit« 

fwisiblB  that  a  "  delegate  court"  of  the  United 
resbylerian  Church  mightmeet  and  notknow 
what  to  do  with  the  business  before  them. 


to  presbyteries,  to  report  on  the  same  to  Iha 
Committee  on  Bills  by  the  ICith  April  neil,>iid 
that  the  overture  of  Mr  Jarvie  lie  on  thetsMo 
till  next  Synod."  He  submitted  his  moUon 
as  due  to  the  eldership  and  those  who  had 
brought  forward  the  overtures,  but  he  thongbt 
it  right  to  say  that  hia  sympathies  were  ta- 
tirely  with  Mr  Robertson  and  Dr  M'Kemnr. 
Mr  PoHTBors,  Spittai,  seconded  Mr  Bell'i 

Mr  Wallace  (elder)  supported  the  ov«- 

Mr  UAKaHAix,  Conpar-Angus,  enggesled 
that  the  best  mode  of  dealing  with  tha  over- 
tures would  be  to  appoint  a  lar^  comnijltee 
to  consider  the  whole  subject,  and  to  reportU 
the  next  meeting  o(  Synod.  Ha  moved  u- 
cordinily. 
Mr  uoai  (elder)  seconded  the  motion, 
Dr  Skart,  Leith,  said  it  appeared  to  biD 
that  the  argument  waa  all  in  favour  of  Hm 
overtures,  while  the  feeling  of  the  Synod 
seemed  to  be  against  them.  A  s  ho  could  not 
hope  to  overcome  the  feeling  of  the  Court,  In 
would  agree  to  the  motion  of  Ur  Marslisll, 
which  he  thought  would  be  the  best  meansof 
securing  for  the  overtures  a  fair  and  careful 

Dr  Bryce  cordially  supported  the  propoaal 
for  a  committee,  and  suggested  that  they 
should  also  consider  some  means  for  securing 
a  better  attendance  of  elders  nnder  the  preseni 

Mr  Bell,  Mr  Mair,  and  Mr  BoberlMin 
withdrew  their  respective  motions  in  favour 
of  that  proposed  by  Mr  Marshall,  which  wis 
agreed  to  withont  a  division ;  and  the  Mode- 
rator, with  the  assistance  of  Mr  Peddie,  Mr 
Marshall,  Ur  Robertson,  and  Mr  Jarvie,  tu 
authorized  to  name  the  committee. 


Mr  Uabshall  gave  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  this  case,  which  waa  to  tie 
effect  that  Mr  Nicol  had  expressed  his  readi- 
ness, on  account  of  aga  and  infirmities,  lo 
demit  his  charge  at  Dubbieside,  in  the  event 
o(  his  being  received  as  an  annuitant  ou  the 
Aged  and  Inflrm  MinislerB'  Fund.  TheCtNii- 
mitlee  had  recommended  him  to  make  appli- 
cati]>n  in  the  usual  way,  and  the  Presbytery 
of  Kirkcaldy  bad  given  approval  to  the 
arrangement.  The  committee  were  of  en- 
nion  that  the  regular  dispensation  of  erin- 


Dr  Datidbon  reported  that 


ION  reported  that  returns  inenl 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinhurgh 
ode  of  electing  members  of  Ibe 


bad  IS 


as  to  the  mode  of  electing 
Mission  Board  had  been  recoivi 
teen  presbyteries- — eighteen  of 
ported    in  favour  of  the  overture,  and 
gainst  it  '  ' 
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On  tb«  motion  of  Mr  Ruttoh  □(  Kalso,  the 


AHNUAL  SrSODICAL  1IIS8I0NABT 

MEETmQ. 

The  anniuJ  mlBsionary  meeting  of  the 
Synod  WM  held  oa  WBdncadfty  OTBning, 
lUrU,  in  tlie  Hnsic  Hall,  ffhich  vu  crowded. 

l>r  RoBSon,  Moderator  of  the  Bpod,  who 
proided,  opened  the  proceedinge  wiUi  prayer. 


Hr  H.  HacGux  read  the  nipoit  on  Home 
Kiaalons,  whioh  was  occupied  entire];  with 
in  Booonnt  of  the  prt^piaa  of  the  reviTftl 
moTeinent  throughout  the  cauntry  during  the 
fttt  Tear.  The  retums  which  Irad  been  re- 
HiTed  were  most  encounglng,  the  auawen 
aat  in  by  the  gr^t  majoritj'  of  thecuugrega- 
tions  ahowing  that  religion  had  made  great 
idratHMS.  The  number  of  prayer-meetinga 
Ud  also  Really  increased,  eeveml  of  which 
"era  previouely  held  only  once  a  month  now 
la^g  place  weekly,  and  many  of  the  weekly 
prayer  -  meetinga  had  bean  converted  into 
iiily  ones.  The  advance  in  nli^oa  during 
Mil  had  been  eo  great,  that  that  year  would 
1b  remembered  in  the  history  oi  the  Church  aa 
ni&  of  the  moat  aucceaaful  in  rehgioua  im- 
iroTCment  which  had  occurred- 


The  Rev.  Dr  Sohervills,  Foreign  Hla- 
^D  Secretary,  read  a  eninmary  of  the  annual 
repurt  on  the  Foreign  Misalona  of  the  Bynod, 
(nbraoiag  an  outline  of  the  miaaionary  opera- 
tioiu  during  the  year,  in  Canada,  Jamaica, 
Trinidad,  Old  Cahibar.  Caffraria,  Allien, 
Allona  (near  Hamburgh),  Hambui^h,  Aleppo 
in  Syria,  India,  Anstiilia,  and  the  (' — ■■' — ' 


delivered  an  addreaa  on  "Home  Urangellza- 
tion."  lu  the  ooorBe  of  hie  address  he  gave  a 
»ery  gratifying  acoount  of  the  progrese  of 
evangeliatlc  efioria  in  Loudon  and  the  various 
districts  aroand  ir,  and  the  great  boucBts 
which  had  resulted  to  Presbylcrisniiim'  since 
Dr  Edmond  had  gone  to  London.  Ite  alao 
said  there  was  aniliitioD  enough  in  some  of 
them  in  the  south  to  hope  that  Ms  friend  Dr 
King  might  yet  be  invitsd  and  permitted  to 
go  to  London  as  a  minister,  tor  such  an  ac- 
cession would  be  heartily  welcomed  by  the 
people,  and  by  none  more  heartily  than  him- 
self. He  might  venture  to  name  a  form  of 
home  evangelization  for  Scotland  which  had 
been  found  oiceedingly  aaeful  in  Lpndon  and 
other  large  towns  in  thesouth— he  alluded  to 
what  was  called  a  Ladies'  Domestic  Mission. 
This  miaslon  had  been  most  anccesofully 
carried  out  in  at  Giles' and  the  other  deatilutfl 
and  degraded  districts  of  London,  and  had 
been  the  origin  of  great  happiness  and  com- 
fort to  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  dis- 
trictB.  Ho  thought  that  siioh  a  society  would 
be  of  great  service  to  the  cause  of  evangeliia- 
tJon  throughout  Scotland. 

Addresses  were  then  delivered  by  the  Bev. 
Blias  Vernier,  deputy  from  Gmeva,  on  "  The 
Present  Stale  and  Froapects  of  Evangelistta 
LabouiH  on  the  Continent ;"  by  tho  Her. 
Hugh  Qoldie,  missionary  from  Old  Calabar, 
on  "  Facta  respecting  Calabar;"  and  by  the 
Hev.  R.  8.  Drummond,  Edinburgh,  on  ■'  The 
Necessity  of  Prayer  for  the  Outpouring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  on  our  Uission." 

THDB8RAI,  May  18. 
The   Synod  resumed  thia  monung  at  ten 
o'clock— Bev.  Dr  Bobson,  Moderator.. 


Ur  James  Fsddie  read  an  abstract  of  the 
Taifisionary  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
Cftardi  for  the  paat  year,  which  showsd  that 
the  income  for  foreign  operadona  bad  been 
Ll!i,206,  9b.  Elid.,  being  a  decrease,  as  com- 
pared with  i8o9,  of  L.402'^,  Bs.  2d.  The  in- 
come for  home  operations  was  L.GrSO,  being 
in  inciease  on  the  preceding  year  of  L.S71. 
The  total  income  forborne  and  foreign  opera- 
tions had  been  L.21,9S7,  being  a  decrease  of 
L.37iO,  as  compared  with  1859.  Tho  ei- 
penditure  (oi  home  missions  was  L.GG47, 
vhich  was  more  than  186S  by  L.348,  but  it 
was  less  than  the  income  by  L.I33.  Tho 
foreign  expenditure  had  been  L.17,147,  being 
L.187  more  than  1869.  In  consequence  o1 
llie  excess  of  eipendilaro  over  reVenuB,  the 
Foreign  Committee  would  be  compelled  to 
«>ntrsct  their  operations  uuless  the  Church 
iliDwed  increased  liberality. 


The  first  business  before  the  Synod  woe  the 
consideration  of  overtures  by  the  Presbyteriee 
of  Edinburgh  and  Orkney,  directing  tho  alten- 
Uon  o(  the  Synod  to  tlie  revival  of  religion, 
and  requesting  it  to  devote  some  portion  of  ils 
sittings  to  a  conference  on  the  state  of  religion 
in  the  churches  of  the  Synod,  and  in  the 
country  in  general,  on  the  best  moans  of  pro- 
moting its  prosperitV. 

Mr  (300PBB  of  Fala  addressed  the  Court 
in  support  of  the  overture  from  the  Presbytery 
of   Edinburgh.      He  said  the  object  of  the 

was  taking  place  throughout  the  country. 
While  there  vera  many  thiugs  of  doubtful 
import  connected  with  the  movement,  many 
results  of  a  very  important  character  had 
flowed  from  it  In  many  congreealions 
throughout  the  Church,  interest  had  been 
awakened  in  Divine  things.  Some  of  it  might 
be  SBurious— some  mote  excitement— but  he 
would  rather  have  anything  than  cold,  un- 
interested heartlcBsness.  After  referring  to 
the  increased  conviction  in  the  Church  of  tho 
necessity  of  Divine  influence  to  the  increasing 

Srovalence  of  united  prayer-meetinga  in  many 
ietrictfl,  Mr  Cooper  said  some  people  might 
B»y  that  thia  movemeht  was  merely  a  passing 
thing.  Butbefound  thatin  Ireland,  after  the 
great  excitement,  thousands  had  be^n  added 
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this  couD try,  tliough  the  excitement  hud  passed 
awKy,  forty  memtorg  had  been  added  lo  thia 
church,  fiftr  to  anjithec,  and  sixty  to  another/ 
He  yiM  referring  to  facia,  and  QOt  to  suppo;- 
aitiona.  Let  them  blues  God  (oc  the  resulla 
which  hid  been  achieveil,  and  not  look  al  the 
lugubrioua  aide  of  the  matter.  The  very  pro' 
tracted  oatnro  of  the  evening  meetings  tended, 
he  feared,  to  very  little  good,  but  to  a  great 
deal  of  evit.  He  thouglit  these  meetings  ought 
to  be  modified.  Then  there  waa  another  thing 
about  which  ho  entertained  some  doubts — viz., 
the  meetings  for  aniions  inquireis,  which 
ought  to  he  cauliouuly  conducted.  He  was 
of  opinion,  that  if  ministers  and  elders  were  to 
attend  revival  movements,  and  endesvour  to 
guide  the  movement,  much  good  might  resolL 
Dr  Patebbom  of  Kirkwall  submitted. to  lbs 
Synod  an  overture  on  the  same  subject  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Orkney,  and  addressed  the 
Synod  in  its  eupporfc     The  overture  was  to 


a  foUowi 


affect: 


."  When 


tg  the  past  year,  a  spiritual  awaken- 
ing in  diff Front  parls  ol  the  Church,  betokening 
very  hopefully  an  advancement  of  religion, 
the  Synod  seems  called  upon  ia  have  its 
altentioD  eameetly  directed  to  the  auhjoct.  It 
is  therefore  humbly  propoeed  that  the  Synod 
ehoald  fix  the  beat  time  during  its  pivseat 
sitting  for  having  thie  end  gaioed."  After 
refemag  to  the  nature  and  importance  of  (he 
subject,  and  directing  attention  to  tlie  fact 
that  a  revival  was  the  proper  end  of  their 
preaching,  Dr  PfttnrBon  elated  that  a  remark- 
able apiritnal  awakening  bad  taken  place  in 
the  islands  of  Orkney  during  the  post  six 
months— an  awakening  which  would  toko  a 
marked  place  In  the  hislory  of  the  islands. 
That  awakeaing  had  been  manifested  by  in- 
creased seriouaneea  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
increased  attention  to  the  ordinances  of  reU- 
gion,  and  a  groat  increaas  in  the  number  of 
^plicants  for  membership  to  the  Church, 
■^iring  the  lost  fc"  ■      " 


hundred  members   had    been   added    to   the 
fello« 


■  the  Chun 


taken  in  t)je  admissions,  the  apptioanta  having 
been  carefully  examined  before  odmiEsion. 
He  had  seen  cases  of  prostration,  and  had 
thought  much  on  the  subjeol.  He  saw  three 
casesof  the  proatration  of  young  persons  during 
Divine  service  in  the  island  ot^  Sanday.  On 
Inquiring  into  these  cases,  he  found  that  the 


inued  their  attendance  on  the  special 
services  after  baviog  exhibited  such  ten- 
denoiea.  The  conclusion  to  which  be  had 
come  on  this  subject  was,  that  such  cases 
should  be  discouraged ;  that  care  ebould  be 
taken  of  any  tendency  to  a  case  of  that  kind, 
just  as  care  should  be  taken  of  a  case  of  epi- 
lepsy or  a  case  of  fainling,  because  such 
prostrations  were  not  good  for  the  health  of 
the  body  or  of  the  mind. 

It  was  agreed,  in  accordance  with  the 
request  in  the  overtures,  to  proceed  with  a 
conference  on  the  subject  of  the  rsvival  of 


Hr  Baxtbs,  BaulF,  i^ts  a  bief  account  ol 
the  leading  characteristics  of  the  reviral  move- 
menl  in  Banff,  Aberohirder,  Turriff,  and  olhor 
places  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 

Ht  Bahrab,  Buckie,  gave  an  account  ot  ILe 
revival  movement  in  Buckie.  He  said  tbq 
had  had  fifteen  months'  experience  ot  Uu 
movement  in  Buckie,  and  they  had  passed 
through  the  vicissitudee  that  provaifed  in 
revival  movements.     They  had  seen  it  in  ill 

treme,  and  thev  hod  sien  it  brought  te  tiu 
lowest  point,  but  now  that  the  reocljon  -m 
post,  there  was  a  satibfaction  in  conleniplating 
results,  to  aU  ministeis  and  elders  who  bi 
taken  any  part  in  it ;  and  now  the;  had  in 
Buckie,  Christian  instruction  agency,  and 
regular  prayer-meeting  There  had  alto 
been  a  great  increase  la  the  membeiship  of 
chuTubes  in  Buckie,  and  he  had  himself  id- 
mitled  as  members  of  his  chmrch  I7fl  persont, 
chiefly  middle-aged ;  and  he  and  his  sesBOn 
had  seen  no  reason  to  regret  their  admission. 
Mr  GAHDSsai,  Annan,  addressed  the  Synod 

described  as  of  a  most  satlsfaetorv  characla. 
Intemperance  had  decreased,  and  four  pub- 
licans had  abandoned  the  traffic  All  lia 
churchea  had  received  numerous  accessions  lo 
their  membership,  and  he  had  himself  con- 
versed with  upwards  oi  £00  anxious  inquiren 
since  the  revival  had  commenced,  most  of 
whom  had  been  admitted  to  the  church. 

Brief  addreaaea  were  then  delivered  by  tbe 
following  genllemeu,  each  of  whom  gave  u 
account  of  the  leading  characteristics  of  lt« 
revival  movement  in  their  several  dietricls;— 
Rev.  Heasrs  Scott  and  Goold,  of  Dumfries; 
HODter,  of  Tillieoaltry ;  Leee,  of  Strathi 
H'Douald,  of  Bumhead ;  Henderson,  of 
leyi  Borwick.  of  Dundee;  Jeffrey,  of  Qlaagow; 
and  Hatberford,  of  Newlands  i  Dr  Boyd,  ol 
Campbeltown;  Dr  Bryce,  of  BelUst ;  Hi 
loglis,  of  Stockbridge  ;  and  Hr  Olari^  of 
Abeniethy. 

Dr  Amubew  Thombom  moved  the  adoption 
of  a  resolution  to  the  effect,  "  that  the  Synod 
recognise  the  importance  of  the  revival  move- 
ment,  and  strongly  recommend  that  the  minis- 
ters and  elders  should  turn  their  stlenlion  to 
the  further  extension  and  direction  of  tbi 
movement,  especially  by  evangelistic  efforts, 
by  the  multiplication  of  prayer-meelings,  and 
by  guiding  the  efforts  of^  pnvate  membc^  le 
bring  others  to  the  faith  of  Christ;  the  Synod 
f  urtber  appoint  that,  on  a  Sabbath  to  be  named 
by  a  committee  to  be  appointed,  there  should 
be  special  prayer  and  preaching  oc  the  sub- 
ject; recommend  to  ministers,  sessions,  end 
congregations,  to  devote  eight  days  lo  doily 
prayer  with  reference  to  revival ;  and  appoint 
a  committee  to  prepare  and  issue  a  pastonl 
address  on  the  subject." 

The  motion  was  adopted  UDsnlmonsly,  and 
the  BynoJ  closed  the  conference  with  deve- 
tional  eierciaes,  conducted  by  the  Kev.  Br 
Smith  of  Biggar. 
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to  uualdar  the  Babject  at  tbe  Synod  Clerk- 

"  The  oommittee  Teoommand— .first,    That- 

Uw  clerioil  duties  attached  to  ths  office  of 

ijaoA  Clerk  should  continua  as   at  prBsent 

— riz.,  the  entire  ore  of  and  rMponsibllitr 

for  the  mianlw  of  Sfnod,  in  tnmia^  them, 

mpiiseing  thorn  into  record!,  and  gnpenntend- 

{vf  lieir  publication,  togsther  with  the  pre~ 

ptrstiou  ol  an  accnrate  roll  hy  annual  ooia- 

mouicatiou  with  tbe  clarkB  of  preebyteries ; 

and  that,  to  enable  tbe  Synod  Clerk  to  give 

.      Dndivided  attentloB  Vt  the  busiDeM  of  tbe 

I     Snmd,  he  abonld  be  exempted  from  tbe  ehaive 

I     of  tbe  records  of  preebyteriee  enbrnitted  for 

r     gumiaation,  and  Irom  tbe  prepaiatian  and 

care  of  tbe  lists  of  members  and  committees, 

,  ud  Uiat  both  of  tliese  dntxes  should  be  de- 

Tdied  upon  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of 

KUs  and  OvertnnH. 

"  Second,  Tlut  the  saUrles  of  the  Synod 
Clerk,  and  of  the  Clerk  of  Uie  Committee  ot 
BUIa  and  Overtures,  should  bs  the  same,  and 
•hould  net  be  lees  than  L,80  eaoh. 

"  Third,  That  the  following  be  tbe  minate 
mpectin^  the  ReT.  David  Rooald'a  resigoa- 
liiHi :— ■  That  in  accepting,  for  the  reaeoQS 
Mled  in  bis  letter,  tbe  Her.  Dartd  Donald's 
nrignation  of  the  oftce  of  Bynod  Clark,  which 
le  Las  held  for  fourteen  years  in  this  8  jsod, 
md  for  eereral  years  in  the  United  SeOESaiou 
ijaai,  the  Synod  record  their  sense  of  the 
(litliful  and  abligisg  maoiter  la  which  he 
iiu  always  sought  to  dischai^  the  onerons 
ind  aniiouB  duties  intmsted  to  him,  their 
ijmpstby  with  him  in  the  IcGrraitles  of  td-< 
facing  ysars,  their  respect  and  rsKard  for 
tim  as  a  member  of  Synod,  and  tbeir  desire 
tlitl  bs  niight  be  spaivd  for  many  years  to 
like  part  in  its  deHtterations.' " 

The  Synod  agreed  nnanimously  to  approro 
of  the  report ;  aid  it  was  also  agreed  that  the 
Sjnod  should  meet  at  ten  o'olook  next  (Friday) 
noniing,  for  the  purpose  of  eleoting  a  Synod 
Clerk,  an  the  understanding  that  tlis  orertorea 
ment  Ibe  spiritual  independeiice  of  the  Church 
•tumid  be  taken  np  at  eleven  o'clock,  as  for- 
merly agreed  to. 


like  on  trials  tor  ordination  M.  Auguetus 
Qlardon,  of  Qeaeva,  whom  Ibe  Uiasian  Board 
pmpassd  to  send  out  as  a  nusaisnary  to  India. 


■tipeada  of  ttiese  in  1858  was  L.1438,  the  ag- 
gregate now  being  L.1M4 ;  eihiWting,  in  con- 
nection with  these  twelve  congr^adons,  an 
adraDos  in  this  matter  of  L.46S. 
Ths  report  was  adopted. 


Mr  MAcaiLL  said  he  was  happy  to  bring 
before  the  Synod  a  proposal  whiah  he  believed 
to  be  one  of  immense  importance.  Ha  would 
read  the  renolntion  which  had  been  come  to 
by  the  comniitlee :— "  The  committee  agree  to 
lubaiit  to  the  Synod  a  proposal  to  appoint  a 
speoUl  committee  to  inquire  into  and  report 
in  regard  to  a  manse  scheme,  the  inquiir  to 
embraoe  the  eileut  of  mause  accommodation 
ilready  provided,  the  nnmberof  manses,  ttie 


dais  of  their  e  

tbeir  aecommodatioii,  and  aa  estimate  also  of 
the  probable  expense  neoessary  to  provide 
suitable  maose  accommodation  to  every  minis- 
ter in  receipt  of  a  stipend  at  and  beneath 
L.SOO."  ne  believed  that  not  a  few  of  ths 
mansos  alrsady  existing  would  require  to  be 
X      ._j    g^  aupgiTiflded  by   i 


But   e 


a  the  Cburcl 


1   should  this 


Mr  U AcOiLF.  reported  that,  in  regard  to  the 
Gepplempntal  Scheiae — a  raheme  better  kaovm 
under  the  dBnomination  of  the  Better  Support 
of  the  Qoapcl  Ministers'  Scheme— a  remark- 
able advance  had  taken  place  in  regard  to 
the  stipends  io  general  since  the  year  1858. 
In  that  year  the  aggr^ate  stipends  of  the 
-'^-'    "bujjShai  ■    '  .    '  ™—       .  ■■    ■ 


there  was  a  possibility  of  then  .._^ 

sum  in  one  year  as  would  enable  them  to  ac- 
complish this  object.  He  looked  forward  to 
his  friend  Mr  Anderson  as  aidiug  in  this  idea, 
especially  seeing  that  the  scheme  had  origi- 
nated with  hiraself.  He  (Mr  Anderson)  would 
then  haveanother  reason  tor  gratitude  to  God, 
and  for  receiving  the  thnnlra  of  the  Syaod.for 
having  been  connected  with  the  original  pro- 

Aftar  some  discussion  as  lo  the  fixing  of  the 
maiimam  stipends  to  which  manses  should 
be  appended  at  L.SOd,  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr  MacGill  said  he  had  another  proposal 

*>,,  T. '•-- imittee.     The 

the  Synod  to 
ibiiDvij  aijL  jjjiuijiu?rti  lur  two  months  esch 
from  the  acdinary  pastoral  duties,  that  they 
might  act  in  connection  with  presbyteries  anil 
the  Home  Committee  in  vieiting  different 
parts  of  the  country,  and  to  do  tte  work  of 
eyangelistB.  The  committee  also  proposed 
that  the  pnlpits  of  these  ministers  should  be 
supplied  la  the  same  way  as  tbe  pulpits  of  tbe 
Protesaors. 

Mr  YouHO  proposed,  aa  an  addition,  that 
preacbors  should  be  included  for  this  work. 

The  report  was  adopted,  with  the  addition 
of  Mr  ToUBg's  suggestion. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned  till  the  evening. 


Dr  Robeon,  Hoden 

After  some  discussion  aa  t 
tion  of  the  rules  adopted  b 

Synod  proceeded  to  receive  t 


.  —J. iples  embodied 

Support  Soheme.  He  liad  before  him  tbe 
names  of  some  twelve  congn^tions,  none  of 
Umi  large  oengregations,  and  the  aggregate 


Tbe  Clebk  read  the  minute  of  tbe  Synod 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Kngland  ap- 
pointiDg  the  deputation,  which,  in  Edition  to 
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expTMiiiif;  the  fnlerail  feoIinRs  of  tha  Bynod  our  earlier  prolessloiial  Btactles  fnim  boob 

tovards  the  Unib>d  Fresbytenan  Cburcb,  ex-  like  Bell  on  theCoTenknta,  and  tbooe  sermDui 

prenefl  a  hope  that  the  time  mii^ht  ipeedily  — so  Bolemn  tnd  at  the  sams  time  so  ricblj 

arrive  when  there  might  be  a  union  between  theological  —  from    masters    io    Israel    lib 

the  United  Preebyteriana  in  Beotland  ud  the  Lawaon  of  Belkirk,  Jamieaoo  of  Ediaburgli. 

^-eehjtcriaD  Chnrch  in  England.  and  Aruot  of  Kennoway;  we  have  benefited 

Dr  AmtREW  ThokSon,  in  introducing  the  by  the  connaela,  ao  affectionate  and  fatherly, 

deputation —consisting    of    Dr  Andenon    of  of  Dr  Belf rage !  and  our  spirits  have  been 

Motjieth,    Dr   James  Hamilton    of   London,  lifted  up  on    the    soaring  winga    of  eilfaer 

and  others,— said  he  was  happy  to  have  tbe  Erekine.    We  remember  that  when  the  harp 

opportunity  of  introducing'  to  the  S^od  the  fell  from  the  bands  of  Hilton,  and  had  Iain 

repreeentAtJTea  of  a  Cbnrcli  distingnuhed  by  to  long  untouched  and  unatteropted,  lbs  fint 

Its  soundness  in  the  faith,  by  its  attachment  time  these  chords  wokaaRain  was  when  they 

to  modem  PiesbytenaniBm.  by  its  compact-  felt  tha  wasted  fingers  of  Bobert  Foliob.    For 

neaa  and  energy,  by  its  japid  growth  In  the  the  valuable  but  unoatenlstious    laboiui  (^ 

country  at  home,  and  hy  its  g||eat  leal  in  Brown   of   HatLdingtua,  to   whom  ao  nunj 

foreign  misaionary  Bnterprise.     He  was  sore  thousands  were  indebted  for  their  insight  into 

he  only  expressed  the  universal  feeling  of  the  the  Word  of  Ood,  as  well  as  tor  his  more  dis- 

Synod  when  he  said  that  they  cordially  wel-  tingnished  and  pre-eminent  grandson,  at  ODoe, 

coined   these  brethren.      He  could   not    say  in  dealing  with  Scripture  diSiculty,  bo  herro, 

whether  the  vidt  of  their  brethren  was  a  fore-  yet  so  humble— bo  sagacious,  so  conscienHom, 

shadowing  nf  another  Dirion;  but  hs  would  and  so  pre-eminenllv  erudite— we  claim.  iL 

say,  that  such  visile  had  already  nore  than  common  with  yeur^vrs,  amongst  the  BibU- 

once  ended  In  onion,  and  perchance  this  also  cal  scholarship  of  Scotland  a  place  snjReiiuL 

might  be  followed  by  another  union.     There  Wifli  these  names  in  your  literature,  someid 

was  great    propriety   In    the  fact    that  tbe  as  have  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  from 

Ohorch  of  theErsltinee  and  the  ailleapies  the  living  lips  of  your  ministers,  counsels  and 

should  be  found  handing  out  the  right  hand  exhortations  that  did  them  good.    In  my  own 

of  fellowship  to  the  men  who  might  be  re-  college  da^in  Qlasgow.IrecoUect  howmnch 

garded.  with  as  muoh  propriety  as  any  other  good  it  did  me  to  hear  occasional  serraou 

denomination  in  England,  as  servii^  them-  from  auob  men  as  the  apostolic  Mitchell,  tui 

selves    heirs   to    the    Henrys,   Baxl^^    and  theBunyanof thoWeBtiDrWilliam Andenon; 

Calsmys  of  England.  and  from  a  man  whom  I  ever  eball  revere— 

Dr  JjiKEB  Hamilton  of  London  rose,  from  a  man  bo  genuine,  so  honeet— on  tbs 
amidst  Tond  applause,  to  address  tbe  Bynod.  platform  so  fuli  of  spirit,  and  in  the  pulj^t  to 
He  said — In  the  Book  of  Joshua  wa  read  of  full  of  unction  ne  Dr  Hengh ;  and  mm  as- 
ambassadors  who  did  work  wilily.  They  other  who  was  then  almost  in  t£e  yellow  leaf, 
cams  with  old  saekB  on  their  asses  and  clouted  but  still  able  to  preach,  so  that  bundreda 
shoes  on  their  feet,  and  on  answer  to  the  hung  with  affection  on  his  lips — Dr  Dick,  Dr 
demand.  '^Wbo  are  ye,  and  whence  come  HamUton  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  advantagoe 
ye?"  they  Eaid,  "Tonrserranta  oome  from  a  which  would  flow  from  a  union  between  ue 
tti  country ;"  and  it  was  not  until  Joshua  had  two  Presbyterian  bodies  of  England,  and  cos- 
made  a  league  with  them  that  they  found  that  olBded,amidstgeneral  applause,  by  expressing 
these  ragged  pilgrims  were  their  next-door  Ub  hope  that  such  a  nnion  might  Boon  take 
neighbours.      If  we  had    been    disposed    to  -'-  — 

_..       ,.         .,-,       .,,..     :..  .. J___    tJ.jjj|]    Pj 

nations;  and  we  had  better  be  candid  at  once, ^   ._. ._ _  _ 

and  confess  thatwe  are  yonrnBarneigbbonrB,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Chunjh  o 

territorially  and  eeclesiastically  ;  for,  as  far  as  land, 

ws  extend,  your  presbyteries  extend.    In  sp-         Hr  OiufsriB  and  Hr  Bbuce,  the  b 
pointing  the  members  of  this  depntatif  '  * ..      -.  . 

tried  to  represent  our  body  as  well  as  we  could ;  tiynod  ... 

and  though  we  could  not  send  a  representa-  effected   between    the  United  Prcsbyteriaiu 

tive  of  the  Ersldnes,  we  did  send  a  Brace  and  and  tbe  Chuich  which  they   represented  is 

a  tiiUespie.  and  one  ol  the  Disruption  minis-  England. 

lers.  Dr  AndeiBon.  Without  more  preamble,  Dr  Harper,  in  moving  the  cordial  thanb 
i  think  it  a  very  great  honour  to  addreaa  the  of  the  Synod  to  the  deputation  for  their 
Synod,  and  t  cannot  help  feeling  that  it  is  addresses,  said  he  was  cert^n  tha  Synod 
about  as  great  a  happiness  and  distinction  would  express  to  the  depnCation,  and  througii 
as  has  ever  fallen  to  my  lot.  If  anything  them  to  the  Synod  they  represented,  their 
could  enhance  that  hRpjiinesB,  it  would  be  the  warmest  reciprocation  of  their  friendly  re- 
hope  that  it  might  lead  to  someUiing  more,  gards.  Dr  Harper  proceeded  to  refer  to  tbe 
But  when  you  aek,  "  Wherefore  are  you  nnity  of  opinion  which  existed  between  the 
come  f"  I  think  it  would  be  answer  almost  two  churches  in  esBentlal  mattere,  remarking 
quite  snfRcient  to  bay  that  it  is  very  desirabfe  that  both  were  orthodox,  missionary,  pro- 
fliat  brotherly  viuts  were  exchanged  betwixt  grassive,  and  unendowed  Freeh^terians,  and 
sister  chnrches.  I  confess  that  there  are  asking,  what  then  kept  them  apart  ?  They 
cIrcumBlances  that  draw  onr  hearts  towards  differed  in  their  theory  of  Church  Estahliah- 
yoar  Church  of  a  very  special  kind.  Many  ments  ;  but  their  brethren  in  England  had  no 
of  us  are  under  deep  obligations  to  its  liters-  wishtohaveanythingtodowithendawmeDta 
ture;  Bome  of  us  derived  great  advantage  in  (Hear,  bear,  man  Di  Hamillon.)    He  «*• 


members  of  the  depntation,  also  addressed  tl^ 
Synod  on  the  desirability  of  a  anion  beiug 
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glut  to  hw  Dr  HamiltoQ  aa?  that.  On  Out 
pais^  tlieo,  tbe<r  differed  in  Che  Di»tUr  of 
IhBorj.  How  were  tbey  to  gat  over  tb«t? 
Vtij,  »  hr  w  tbej  were  concsraed,  tbat  wig 
Lo  burier  to  unioii,  for  uerer  in  the  history 
at  llieir  Church  hud  the  private  opinioiu  of  a 
QUI  about  Church  ^tabluhments  been  made 
1  Urm  of  cbureh-fellowihip.  Why,  than, 
^lould  (bey  aUnd  saunder  ? 

Ur  BcoTT  af  Uaccheater  Kconded  the 
mDlion,  which  waa  cordially  adopted,  and  the 
MoDEKATDR    (Mnveyed    tlie    thanks    of  the 


Sr  Thokbon  read  the  report  of  the  Com- 
niltee  on  Correspondence  with  foreign 
Chnrchee,  in  which  inlamstlng  iafonnatlon 
vu  giTen  in  r^ard  to  the  proerees  of  the 
floapij  in  France,  Ilalyi  Bpaln,  Ueneva,  and 
olW  places  on  the  ContinenL  The  Bev.  Dr 
Uled  that  Dr  MoDOd  of  Faria,  who  was  ex- 
jeeted  lo  have  addieesed  the  Synod,  had  not 


B  Erangelical  Church  ot  Franc 
{in  in  leports  of  their  visits  to  the  abure 
cburchea  last  year. 
The  report  was  then  unanlmotisly  approved 
<!  >ad  the  Synod,  after  disposing  of  some 
..! QtbaBine88,«dJonmBdattBno'oloot 


FKiDAy,  May  17. 

The  Bynod  met  at  t«n  o'cloclc— Dr  Bohaou, 
Koderalor. 

Qu  the  motion  of  Dr  LdiMAY,  the  Bev. 
WflUini  Beckett  ol  Eothe^len,  was  elected 
Qnk  to  the  Synod,  in  room  of  Mr  Bonald. 


mlnda  of  some,  whether  the  i 

United  Presbyterian  Church  are  at  liberty.  In 
consistency  with  their  submission  to  Its  api- 
ritaai  jurisdiction,  to  appeal  to  the  civil  courts 
in  these  esses  for  civil  protection  or  redress ; 
and  whereas  it  is  a  matter  of  Vital  momeot 
that  no  dubiety  shonid  eiiet  as  to  the  rights  . 
possessed  or -i— j  i-_  .i. l. 

""GO  That  there  is  nothiuKin  the  laws  and 
constitnlioD  of  theDnlted  Freebyteiian  Church 
which  requires,  on  the  part  of  its  raembcra  or 
office-bearers,  the  surrender  of  sny  of  the  com- 
mon-law rights  which  belong  to  them,  more 
particularly  of  the  right  ot  appeal  to  a  civil 
court  in  the  cases  referred  to  in  this  overture. 
"  (2.)  That,  in  making  this  declaration,  the 
Synod  is  not  to  be  understood  as  recc^nitiing 
the  competency  of  the  civil  courts  lo  reviev 
OF  set  aside  ecolesiastlcal  seutencea  on  their 
spiritual  merits,  or  to  touch  them  corapulaorily 
In  any  way,  eicept  ss  it  respects  their  civil 
aspects  and  reeulta." 

ifr  HoBKRiBON,  a(t«r  referring  to  Uie  dif- 
ferent propositions  in  his  overture,  and  con- 
tending against  their  alleged  Erastisnism, 
said— What,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  in  Fhp  oh- 
ject  ot  my  overhire,   seeing  I  n 


ml  y  that 


any  c 


The  Bynod  then  look  up  the  coDsidemtioD 
of  the  following  overturw  from  the  E^. 
IndiEw  Boberteon,  Stow,  and  &ev.  Qeorge 
UntlhBws,  Stranraer,  on  the  spiritual  inde- 
pcDdence  of  the  Church.  The  following  is 
Mr  Kobettson's  overture  i — 

"  1.  Whereas  the  non-established  denomi- 
nitiiitis  ol  this  country  are  permitted  to  frame 
Bnd  alter  as  they  choose  their  own  ecclesias- 
tiol  laws  and  conelitudon,  and  to  regulate 
Uieir  procedure  accordingly  i  and  whereas 
^ej  can  avail  themselves  of  the  aid  of  the 
cinl  authorities,  whenever  lound  requisite,  to 
eiva  civil  effect  to  their  church  sentences 
•hare  civil  consequences  are  involved— this 
Bjaod  considers  that  no  greater  freedofn  than 
tliis  can  be  enjoyed  by  any  Christian  Church. 

"  2.  Whereas  cases  may  occur  in  which 
^lesisstjcal  sentences  involving  civil  conBe- 

Bmces  may  be  challenged  or  lesisted,  as 
ng  uiira  rires  of  their  own  church  laws  and 

determined  by  themselves ;  and  whereas  in 
nuh  cases  the  civil  courts  may  be  called  to 
toterlare,  either  by  being  required  by  the 
chnichea  themselves  to  give  civil  effect  to 
iiae  Bentenoea,  or  by  the  partiee  aggrieved 
™niing  civil  protection  or  redress;  and 
*We«s  doubts   are   being   created   in  th« 


seeing,  further,  I 

competent  in  the  Court  ot   Session,  DOr  will 

nature  and  its  aim  P  My  answer  is-All  that 
T  ask  this  Bynod  to  do  is  merely  to  adopt, 
either  in  terms  of  my  overture,  or  in  similar 
terms,  a  declsratory  resolution,  giTine  the 
members  and  office-bearers  of  the  I^ited  Fres- 
byterian  Church  distinctly  to  understand,  that 
'whilst  no  appeals  are  allowed,  nor  could  be 
entertained,  to  the  Court  of  Session,  ot  the 
kind  to  which  1  have  been  adverting,  yet  there 
is  nothing  in  onr  laws  and  constitution  to  pre- 
vent them  from  applying  to  a  civil  court  for 


'Pe'e      . 

civil  wrong.  And  here  a  word  oi 
planation.  There  are  some,  it  ^ 
who  have  got  so  perplexed  and  co 


vil  CI 


grant  protection  or  redress.  Nov 
speaking,  to  depose  amiuisteris  toocggarnim. 
The  lOBB  of  his  office  carries  along  with  it  the 
loss  of  his  livelihood.  Both  may  ha  justly  for- 
feited, and,  if  competently  taken  from  him  by 
the  church  judicatories  to  which  ho  has  vcluu- 
tariiy  submitted  himself,  no  civil  court  can  give 
bim  the  slightest  relief,  either  iu  the  way  of 
restoraUon  to  office,  or  of  compensation  for 
the  loss  he  bss  sustsined.  Acting  within  its 
own  province,  and  in  accordance  with  its  own 
, a ...._...■__   —jy  (jhurcb  judicatory 


.  ^.oo^Ic 
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Oar  wisdom  consiab  ia  the  a 


and,  when  (tailed  to  iolerleco,  their  int«rte[ 


lyleg. 


imited 


I  in  its  inle^lly  :  that  our  deciaioa 
.-  ._^.-.ne,  and  tliBt  from  it  there  ie  dd  ap- 
peal.  If  there  «ra  any  eiceptlone  to  thie  rule, 


utbo-      priDOipIe  In  ii 


,0  rrierence  whaloTsr 
to  the  Bpirilual  ments  of  tlie  decieions  com- 
plained against,  tint  solely  to  the  conaidera- 
tion  of  the  queEtion,  whether  or  not  there  has 
been  in  tiie  ecclesiiietical  procedare  a  fatal 
and  substantial  violation  of  coasUtutioDal 
church  law  or  uBage,  consisting  aot  in  mere 
irregularities,  into  which  all  courts,  but  espe- 
cial; popularly  constituted  church  courts,  are 
liable  to  tBil,  but  in  such  a  palpable  and  fla- 
grant violation  of  taw  and  usage  as  to  have 
totallj  Tttiatfd  the  procedure,  and  rendered  it 
incompetent  to  affect,  as  it  would  otherwise 
have  done,  the  civil  interest  of  the  parties  who 
have  brought  the  case  into  court  Such  ille- 
gal ecclesiasticai  procedure,  if  proved,  no  mat- 
ter whether  the  laws  violated  have  been  sta- 
tute laws  or  Iftwa  framed  by  volontarv  agree- 
ment and  consent,  will  be  yiewed  hy  the  clyii 
court  as  having  inflicted  »  civil  as  well  as  a 
spiritual  wrong;  and  for  this  aivil  wrong, 
without  meddling  with  the  spiritual,  with 
which  the  civil  court  has  no  juriadiction,  it 
provides  a  remedv  in  the  shape  of  compensa- 
tJon  or  redress.  And, very  Justly  does  the  law 
in  such  cases  throw  over  us  the  shield  o[  its 
protection. 

Ur  Uaituevvs  WES  then  heard  in  sopport 
of  his  ovortnre,  which  was  to  the  effect, — 
(1.)  That  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  this 
Church  carry  with  them  only  ecclesiastical 
consequences, — .matters  civil  in  their  nature, 
that  may  be  afiected  thereby,  being  disposed 
of  by  the  parties  competent  to  deal  with  such ; 
(2.)  That  ecclesiastical  procedure  is  not  open 

Professor  M 'Michael  said — It 


^-^-^-.aou.  His  motive  IS  entitled  to  allpraiE.. 
Maintaining,  aa  he  does,  that  the  Cbuich 
and  the  State  have  diverse  jurisdictions, 
and  perceiving  th3.t  there  is  some  debateable 
territory  where  the  two  Mngdoms  approii- 


in  the  future.  This  ia  the  problem,  the  solu- 
tion of  which  he  has  proposed  to  himself,  and 
he  has  wrought  it  out  to  his  own  satielactioD. 
1  cannot,  however,  congratulate  him  upon  his 
success.     He  baa  drawn  his  line  in  such  a 


cupy.  Indeed,  were  it  my  intention  to  un- 
dermine our  spiritual  independence,  I  should 
solicit  no  better  lever  ihai  what  is  here  put 
within  my  grasp.  All  border  laud  is  debate- 
able;  and  collisions  between  two  such  great 
powers  BE  the  State  sod  the  Church,  even 
with  tlie  beet  intentions  on  both  sides,  are 
perhaps  now  and  then  inevitable.  But  I  look 
—"\t  suspicion  upon  any  attempt  made  by 


abstract 


m  uis  closet  lo  draw  up  a  aenes  of 
propositions,  which,  in  uis  opinion. 


prepared  to  look  at  them  when  Ihej 

come,  and  to  pronounce  an  inilependeut  judg- 
ment upon  their  merits-  Extreme  cases  in 
Church  or  Stats  will  adjust  themsdves  with- 
out our  being  committed  to  any  demoiuitia- 
tion  after  tlie  a  priori  fashion.  Nor  need 
there  be  much  alarm  En  any  quarter  lest  ot 
church  courts  should  invade  the  jnrisdic- 
tion  of  CESsar,  and  act  in  excess  ol  thdi  ' 
powers.  If  so,  the  lemedy  is  at  hand,  inii 
we  must  suffer  the  penalty.  The  United 
'Presbyterian  Church  is  a  spiritual  society, 
and  ws  desire  to  be  no  other.  Besides,  an  1 
wrong  iti  saying  that  tbs  history  o' 
Church  wurants  no  suspicion  of  a  gnEiiin| 

Srieathood,  of  an  usnrpmg  ecclesiastldsili? 
ur  history  is  open  lo  the  public,  and  it  it 
indelibly  connected  with  the  religious  sad 
civil  liberty  of  Scotland.  We  claim  no  m- 
fallibility ;  but  we  claim  the  privilege  of  sol- 
ing, tothe  best  of  our  judgment,  in  adIniniste^ 
ing  the  discipline  oI  that  Church.  Whatever 
seems  to  us  to  be  truth,  that  is  Divine  truth 
to  ue ;  and  we  must  act  upon  it,  irrespectiTe 
of  consequences^  until  our  convictions  ui 
changed.  We  shall  allow  no  foreign  body  Is 
interfere  with  our  discipline.  We  honour 
and  admire  OUT  civil  judges  when  they  kam 
within  their  own  sphere  of  action.     We  sliaU 


.alloi 


them  to  despoil  us  of  our  spiriluil 
liberties,  and  to  bring  ua  down  to  the leveloi 
an  Established  Church.  Meanwhile  let'v 
hold  fast  our  integrity,  and  not  remoye  with 
our  own  bands  our  crown  oI  honour,  aad 
throw  it  soiled  into  the  mire.  And  as  ooe 
means  of  doing  so,  let  us  dismiss  tliis  ova> 
turo,  which  is  a  virtual  surrender  ol  our 
spHtual  birthright,  without  even  the  codbd- 
lation  of  a  mess  of  pottage 

Dr  Taylob,  Glasgow— I  beg  lo  second  Hn 
motion  of  Dr  M'MicTiael,  that  the  overtore  l» 
dismissed.  Firstotall,itiBunneceEsary.  There 
has  been  no  attack  on  our  independence. 
Secondly,  The  overture  oueht  to'  "  '  ' 
because  it  ._ 
ing  the  fact,  u 
of  a  case  that  is  at  this  moment  going  on  be- 
fore the  civil  court  connected  with  anotber 
denomination.  By  isBuing  this  overture  at 
the  moment,  we  may,  for  aught  we  can  t«l!, 
be  buttressing  the  point  where  there  is  K" 
danger,  and  leaving  unguarded  and  wMk 
the  point  where  the  enemy  mayintrude;  an* 
for  anything  we  can  tell,  while  this  case  is 
under  discussion,  we  may  be  fumlehiiig 
weapons  to  be  employed  on  the  one  sideut 
the  other  In  reference  to  a  case  pending  1»- 
tore  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  country.  «» 
be  unnecessary  aad  premature,  it  ought  not 
to  be  here.  But  there  is  no  man  convetssnl 
with  the  case  t 


involved,  but  must  see  that  it  is  a  queGtion 
fraught  with  imminent  peril,  and  thai  it  i» 

Mr   Omver,   Galashiels,  moved   that  th» 
overtare  bs  adopted.    He  said,  the  agitalu:'' 
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ifehed  de- 
iwiB  with  whHt  m»ny  regord  M  false 
ipMtiog  tbe  ralatiom  of  oirll  uid  ec- 
•IcnurtB.  This  OTeituTC  afflnna  tbat 
lij  dairn  har  own  ennd,  aod  frame 

fonng  of  proeedure  er  goreramMiU 
B  hM  no  right  to  bay  1o  hbr  hov  man  j 
UT  creed  thall  ooataio — whether  her 

d»tl  be  ArminUti  or  CalrlniMic — 
her  governruont  shall  be  Independent, 
riaii.  or  Prelatioal— uid  whether  eb« 
iiEiite  or  modif;  at  any  tiioe  any  of 
.  Tbe  overture  also  affirms  that  thfe 
ise  tbe  right  to  administer  her  oWB 
f  itliin  their  limits,  she  may  exerciee 
bn  nnehallenged  by  th«  State.     She 

deriTO  ber  authority  from  the  civil 
and  lies  Huder  no  obligation  to  sab- 
lenteaoa  to  that  power,  to  bo  viewed 

merits.  Bnt  wben  the  Church,  in 
■ith  her  membere,  viotetea  ber  own 
ilhereby  injureo  them  in  their oharao- 
rwliilj  proEpecte,  are  these  members  to 
ffed  Locesa  to  a  civil  tribnnal  for  pro- 
I  And  is  the  Uhnrch  to  be  allowed  to 
fclty  ol  oonscience,  or  the  higher 
fm  the  is  of  Christ,  ut  a  sufflcient 
fctar  breaeh  of  faith?  Now,  eir, 
M.tlk  overture  because  it  l«vee  io 
*MI«rwliat  it  atytea  his  "oemmon- 
fc'  und  leaves  tlie  spiritual  inde- 
•  ot  the  Church  untouched.  On  the 
■  qility  the  Church  oinnol  resist  any 

t'tioii.  A  vote  by  the  Supreme 
Bitting  in  juctgment  upon  a  case  {^ 
>*■  my  cancel  all  tbe  rights  and  pri- 
■liioE  its  Jaws  promised  to  overy 
\  ind  cany  a  aentenoe  of  the  most 
od  tyrannical  desoriplJoB.  The  mi. 
I  ejected  from  his  manse,  and  is  not 
«  to  occupy  hie  pulpit.  Tbe  Church 
M  magistrate,  "  This  isa  retjadkata; 
*give  effect  to  its  civil  circumstaDees. 
tu  hul  his  manse  In  virtue  of  his  being 
'.  'He  DO  longer  can  minister;  yoii 
eot  him."  Kow,  what  is  this  bot 
tthe  right  to  make  the  State  its  tool 
wg  oot  her  despotism  ?  And  is  not 
^nt  ol  the  Papaov,  and  bssuidbs  the 
touch  men's  civil  of  temporal  intereets 
the  magiatrale's  having  power  to 
'  "s  pretensions  P 
"hw  seconded  the  motion. 
"■m  (elder)  said— This  Court  was 
™  by  the  Ohnrch  to  interpret  its  own 
"a  if  Uiej  admitted  that  the  Court  of 

lad  t.  right  to  interpret  them,  they 
ImiltiBg  that  Queen  Victoria  was  the 

Its  Church. 

.i*^"  ASBBRSON,  Ceree,  was  on  tie 

ttOBs  who  supported  this  overture,  in 
"%yhold  upon  the  general  affair: 
J^^ht  the  better  way  for  them,  as  a 

■tftejitprewntw^^withT 
"}  ielivenincf  ■ 


and  that  when  the  eiril  powm'  intsrtcMd  tA 

BiippOTt  religion,  it  went  completely  beyond 
tts  provincR.  On  Che  other  hand,  it  was  the 
Brioelple  of  the  Free  Church,  that  it  was  tha 
duty  of  the  magistrate  to  support  religion, 
And,  more  than  this,  that  the  State  should  b« 
the  servant  of  the  Church.  Here  was  the 
whole  matter  of  the  Cardrose  case.  It  was 
Jnst  a  continuation  of  the  Non-lntruaion  con- 
troversy. In  the  welHtnown  Campbeltown 
case,  for  instance,  when  Drs  Candlieb,  Cnn- 
ningham,  Qoihrie,  and  thetr  coadjutors,  tried 
to  deprive  the  Relief  congregation  of  their 
property,  and  torn  it  over  to  the  Establish- 
ment, tlio  Court  of  Session  frustrated  their 
dastardly  designs,  and  threw  the  broad  shield 
of  Britisti  law  around  the  libertiee  of  the  Relief 
Church ;  andhe  thought  that  the  tninialen  of 
tbe  United  Presbyterian  Church  might  easily 
And  better  employment  than  to  be  fraternising 

tees  and  puUic  meetings  ou  tbe  matter,  vrilh 
those  Whose  conduct  but  too  plainly  evinced 
that  their  former  spirit  remained  unchanged, 
and  especially  joining  with  them  in  assailing 
former  friends,  whose  recent  decisions  show 
that  they  likewise  were  quite  unaltered. 

Hr  Marshali.,  Cotipar-Angns,  after  re- 
plying to  the  objections  about  the  overtures 
being  unnecessary  and  premature,  said — I 
bave  to  propoee  that  the  Synod  for  the  pre- 
smt  ehftU  print  both  overtures  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  the  Hinutas,  and  defer  giving  judgment 
on  them  till  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  next 
year.  I  think  this  delay  for  twelve  months 
would  faeililale  the  inteliigeut  and  right  di»- 
I  question.     The  learned  Prft- 


,ion  that  we  should 


i,°r" 


the  < 


X'^"°^ 


""«iei3»Mo"ii^  nothing  to  do  in  lus 
■"PportiBg  and  propagating  religion, 
"■"'-I  VUI,.  v..  NK*V  BBRIES — JfSE  1' 


te«tion  to  the  infidel  nnd  the  Erastian  desiro. 
If  I  know  what  ErastiBnism  is,  it  is  this, 
that  the  Christian  Church,  in  all  its  sectiona, 
has  no  divinely  derived  discipline  or  govem- 
ment.  Ta  that  Erostianism  F  and  does  Mr 
Bobertson  do  anything  like  thai?     Bnt,  sir, 

such  dogmatic  misslstements  as  these.  They 
are  oaricatures  of  the  overture.  In  intention, 
it  is  said  that  Mr  Robertson  would  give  all  lo 
Christ,  but  in  effect,  he  would  give  ail  to  tha 
Conrt  of  Session.  What  ia  the  overture  which 
we  have  been  dtscnasing;  and  is  there  any 
foundation  for  such  charges  as  these  ?    It  asks 

Km  to  declare  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
WB  and  oonetitulicn  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Chnrch  which  requires,  on  the  part  of 
its  merobera  or  office-bearets,  the  surrender  of 
any  law  rights  which  belong  lo  them,  more 
particularly,  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  civi! 
oourt  in  cases  referred  to  in  Uiis  nvertnre.  Is 
that  Ertslianism?  Is  that  infidelity?  The 
motion  which  1  propose  neitbcr  adopiJj  tJie 
overtures  nor  dismisses  them ;  it  binds  nothing 
till  this  day  twelve  months,  but  leaves  the 
qneSlion  for  oonsiderstion  of  fatheis  and 
brethren ;  and  in  twelve  months  wc  shall 
have  more  indubitable  indications  of  what  ths 
olvil  court  thinks  upon  the  vitalities  of  tti<3 


ib,Google 
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diipoee  ot  the  aabjeot  Ijianght  db  hy  these 
overtuTBH,  by  ooBung  to  Ihe  folEiBine  de- 
claratoiy  atatement  of  our  principles,  arawcL 
Exclusively  from  those  gtetements  to  which 
we  have  already  aa  a  Oiurch  agreed.  I 
think  this  will  lave  Che  advanUKe  of  tlie 
motion  BubmiHed  by  Mr  Marshall,  that  we 
shall  finally  get  rid  of  this  Bubjecl  altogether, 
—that  is,  we  shall  not  uoed  to  take  it  up 
a^in  at  lubeequeDt  Syoods,  at  least  for  some 
time-  Ur  Johnston  having  read  his  motiuc, 
which  CODSiBted  of  a  series  of  eitracts  from 
the  mlea  of  the  Church,  in  n-hich  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bpiritual  ladependencti  of  the 
Church  la  maintained,  proceeded— Ton  will 
observe  that  this  is  no  new  enactment ;  it  is 


the  limila  of  their  jniisdlotion.  They  £rt  rf 
the  nature  of  those  aufetionB  which  the;  ins 
appointod  to  try.  li  thie  distinction  were  at- 
tended to,  there  would  be  little  difficult  la 
coming  to  a  deoieiOD  OD  the  matter.  Oteore, 
IB  the  regulations  which  I  have  read,  it  » 
provided  that  we  shall  not  only  lay  dova 
rules — that  we  shall  prescribe  rules  which  ne 


r  of  » 


ting  a 


will  find  ID 


this  ButijecL      I  think,  when  theee  passages 
'irought  together  and  compered,  no  perwin 

'-' h  diffienlly  in  discovering  what 

ar?  uie  aenumente  entertained  by  the  Church 
on  the  iubjocU  I  must  say,  notwithstanding 
some  statements  to  which  you  have  recently 
been  listening,  that  I  cannot  at  all  concnr 
with  the  priuoiplee  advocated  by  Mr  Robert- 
son in  the  overtare,  and  that  I  think  it  is  a 
virtual  piving  up  of  the  independence  and 
safety  of  the  Church  in  this  matter,  were  this 
overture,  or  the  principles  contained  in  it,  to 
be  adopted.     Mr  Bobaitson'- - --    '  ' - 


hold.  I 


n  the  p 


-tson's  principle  ia  just 
i  perfect  right  to  lay 
'hich,  as  a  Church,  we 


lata  ralea  for  our      discuss  eitber 
regulation  in  the  condocting  of  our  affairs;      They  would  t 
but  if  we  break  any  of  these  rules,  then  those      Bo  far 
persons  with  whom  we  are  dealing  have  a 
'--^    right  to  appeal   to  the  civil    court 


(Mr  EobertMn 
— Never,  except  in  certain  exceptions.)  Dr 
Johnston  again  read  the  clause  quoted  in  hit 
overture  restive  to  thia  aubject. 

Hr  BoBBOH,  Lander,  In  eeoODding  tbe 
motion,  said,  he  vantured  to  agree  with  Fn>- 
feeaor  M'MichaeL  In  his  oirinion,  the  overture 
was  thoroughly  Erastian  in  spirit,  in  langoagt, 
in  nurport,  in  premisee,  and  in  coiictusioii. 

Mr  Clark,  AbemBthy,  moved  — "Tin 
Bynod  does  not  deem  it  neceesary  to  enttr- 
tain  the  subject  of  those  overtures. 

Hr  Beli.,  Newcastle,  seconded  the  motiaik 
Hr  M'EwKH,  Claremout  Street,  Glasgow, 
said,  he  waa  one  of  those  who  regarded  ttii 
matter  with  no  little  apprehension ;  and  if 
there  bad  been  no  discussion  on  the  Eubjecl 
he  would  at  once  have  aappoi-ted  the  motia 
of  Dr  H'Michael,  or  lie  should  have  bem 
.ally  satisfied  with  the  resolution  nhick 
Clark  had  proposed.  Bnt  he  took  leivf 
it,  aft^r  the  discussion  on  tlieEe  oTEi- 
ibould  not  like  that   they  ahoiild 


equally  si 
Ifc  Clark 


enl,  be  shoo 


..  iuderstand  the  state- 
t  which  he  made — that  is  the  principle 
which  be  holds,  that,  after  we  have  laid  down 
certain  rules,  the  civil  coart  has  a  right  to 
come  in  and  see  whether  we  olwerve  these 
rules  in  our  kirk-sessions,  in  our  presbyteries, 
and  our  Synods.  If  this  be  the  principle,  you 
will  scarcely  find  an  instance  la  which  the 
civil  courts  will  not  have  power  to  interfere, 
eitber  to  set  aside  our  decisions,  or  impose 
fines  as  they  may  Bee  fit,  as  damages  for  in- 
jury which  may  be  inflicted  on  an  individual 
submitting  himself  to  our  authority.  The 
autliority  which  we  claim  as  church  courts  is 
juflt  this,  when  followed  outto  Its  proper  con- 
sequences: what  we  claim  is,  the  power  of 
admitting  those  who  are  to  be  the  membera 
of  the  Church,  and  the  power  of  eioluding. 
We  claim  the  power  of  admitting  membera  j 
we  claim  the  power  of  eicluding  members. 
We  aak  no  other  power.  It  is  said  that  there 
are  civil  consequences.  From  the  maoner  in 
which  we  eieroise  this  power,  civil  oonse- 
quences  may  follow,  but  the  Church  does 
nothing  in  imposing  these  civil  consequences. 
It  only  finds  that  thta  person  is  not  worthy 
to  remain  a  minister  or  member,  on  gronndi 
which  appear  satisfactory  to  the  court  so  de- 
ciding. We  may  commit  IniuBtice  in  deoid- 
uig  nn  questions  that  are  ^irly  within  our 
JunsdictJan,  just  as  the  civil  courte  may  com- 
mit iDinatioe,  yet  tfaers  is  no  appeal  fmm 
tbtm,  bscanas  Uw  qnaitioiw  are  fairiy  within 


apprehension  ot  the  eubjecl 
iBve  preferred  not  to  take  up 
the  queaUoD  until  it  bad  reached  a  more  (d- 
van<»d  stage ;  bati  now  that  the  mattsr  wu 
before  them,  he  would  *how  what  his  owi 
sentiments  were  by  reading  the  motion  whicli 
be  ventured  to  propose — "  That  the  Sjnoi 
dismiss  the  overtores,  acd  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  renewing  the  eipreseion  of  lis  ad- 
herence to  the  principle  of  spiritual  indepca- 
deuce  of  the  Church,  aa  embodied  in  ttf 
SUndards  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Churcli.' 

Hr  Hekald,  Uancbester,  seconded  Hi 
H'E wen's  motion. 

Hr  Jarvie,  Kelso,  moved  that  the  om- 
tnrea  lie  on  the  table.  He  eipresBed  hia  Ealii- 
faction  that  this  discnssios  had  taken  plau, 
which  showed  dearly  that,  however  thfii 
fathers  and  hretliren  might  circulate  pato- 
phleta  with  their  imprimatur  upon  them,  ttic; 


a  denon 


nittedeii 


the  question 

Dr  Caibms,  of  JBerwick,  said — I  regret 
that  I  shoDid  be  one  o!  those  uofortanate  in- 


..__     f  Hr  Eobertson  a_ 
'e  led  to  the  overtures  u 


f  before 


the  Synod.  At  the  same  time  I  mast  disclaim 
any  intention  to  have  committed  Uie  United 
Praabyterian  Church,  or  iot  one  moment  pn- 
snmed  to  apeak  with  its  voice,  I  (eel,  Hut 
while  I  owe  a  kind  of  apology  for  bpingi 
though  indirectly,  the  occasion  of  the  falsa 
impression  of  those  brethren  who  have  takea 
up  such  a  constmction  and  put  aach  an  ui- 
terpretatloQ  npoD  my  conduct,  I  idti  Iks' 
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s  ministor  of  Oiii  Church  who  lb  not 

wan]  lad  sUle  hia  upiaiuu  iu  those 
licb  he  thialcB  due  U>  the  cauae  of 
1  righteouBnesB,  and  to  the  b€«t  in- 
this  ChoToh— not  of  the  Free  Church, 
19  Chuich.  I  hold  that  it  is  one  o[ 
umoa-law  rights  referred  tn  in  the 
Dov  before  the  Sjuod,  and  that  wa 
as  British  oitizeoe,  merge  our  cha- 

BaamiuatioD,  and  that  we  are  en- 
lenerer  any  great  question  affecting 
religions  liberty  ia  at  stake,  boldly 
lutlif,  yet  »t  the  same  time  humbly 
erately,  to  state  our  oonyiotioiis  upon 
not  go  into  this  question  at  preeent. 
eel  called  upon  to  do  so.  I  may  say 
Bx  with  a  great  many  of  the  motions 
low  before  Iho  house.  I  quite  agree 
rat  with  Dr  Johnston's  and  with  Mr 


Ur  BoBEKnoH,  in  reply,  nid,  hii  raaaon  f<» 
brinaing  the  overture  forward  at  preeent  wu, 

that  before  next  Synod  they  might  be  placed 
in  circunulaacse  of  tbe  moat  delicate  descrip- 
tion. He  understood  that  there  was  no 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  Parliament  tloose 
as  to  what  would  be  the  decision  on  the  cuss 
now  before  them  i  but  the  ultimate  judgment 
depended  upon  circumstancea-     If,  however, 

his  honest  conviction  was,  that  Tt  wouM 
tarminatc  in  a  disruption  of  this  Chorch. 


s  bad  Bi 


aply  b 


hU 


B,  and  e. 


and  I  agree  alao  with  Mr 
in  with  Ur  MaiBhaU'B,  and 
»iia  one  or  two  others.  It  is  a 
r  rejoicing  that  the  Synod  is  really 
I  worked  up  on  this  queatioD.  We 
(laUr  extent  agreed  than  we  seem 
i  a  gnly  when  we  come  to  remote 
Jaa  aad  eitrome  inferences  that  we 
Wot  Do  we  not  all  agree  in  repu- 
'  liMarflncA  w^th   our  flniritiia.1  indiv- 


Bay,  that  if  the  principles  he  had 
overture  were  not  recognised  in  this  Church, 
— or  if,  In  consequence  of  stating  them,  he 
should  be  considered  as  not  holding  the  prin- 
ciplefl  of  this  Church, — they  wonld  not  per- 
mit him  to  continue  with  them,  and  he  would 
himself  terminate  bis  connection  witU^  a 
church  which  heid  nrinoiplea  which  he  main- 
tained to  be  inoonnstent  with  the  principle* 
of  civil  and  religions  liberty. 

Hr  OuTBa  agreed  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

A  show  of  bands  was  then  taken  for  each 
of  the  other  raotians,  when  Ur  U'Ewen's 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Synod  tliea  adjonrned  till  the  ersnlng. 

Etescio  Skdercmt. 


■Mts 


,mong  u 


1  wiai  equal  energy 
.terierence.  Had  I 
■T.inoh  interforeooe,  I  for 
•W  iltonded  such  me 
1  reference  bad  been 
n  yet  he  a  repudiation  of  any  eucb  in- 
*■  The  Free  Churcli  themselne  are 
lut  agreed — our  Church  is  not  ^reed 
what  extent  the  apparent  or  actual 
Wquencee  of  spiritual  sentences  shall 
»e  lead  to  interference  with  these 
senlenc™  in  t,  civil  court  It  is  con- 
B  all  hands  in  the  Free  Church,  that 
aalice  shall  warrant  interference  with 
^l  eei^tence,  to  the  effect  of  fiving 
I.  Perhaps  the'-  ""—  v.— 4i.«»  T«  ^u.-.. 
•ho  wonldnot 
'  Johnston' 

'at  conatruotion.  These  are  the  oou- 
u  elements  of  the  question,  and  I  do 
'  that  we  ought  to  enter  into  them  at 
Wb  ought  to  leave  these  ia  the 
>«.  satisfied  that  we  are  united  in  re- 
Wadjou 


.  staled  that  there  were  If 
students  at  the  Hall,  and  that  there  were  161 
libraries.     The  report  was  adopted. 

Dr  JoHKsroH,  Edinburgh,  reported  that  be 
had  succeeded    in  iBising    sutecriptions  to 

EiTchase  tbe  Ubrary  of  the  late  Dr  John 
rown,  and  that  he  had  now  to  hand  it  over 
to  the  United  PresbyteriaD  Chnrch.  The 
only  condition  was,  that  it  should  be  locMed 
in  Glasgow. 

Some  conversation  took  place  in  regard  to 
this  condition,  and  ultimately  a  committee 
was  appcunted  on  tbe  sobjecL 
BECoaNinaii  o 


a  not  go  so  fa 


IS  that.  Pei^ 


The  Synod  then  took  op  an  overture  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Kelso  in  favour  of  tbe 
recognition  ol  eai^  other's  discipline  by 
neighbonr     denomtnationB.       It    urged    the 


xed  and  diffl-      came  froi 


Synod   to  pass    a  law   whereby 

should  bo  received  into  t^-   — 

I  United  Preebylei 


day,  trusting  that      bringing  a  regular  certiBcate  of  disjunction. 
I  to  entertain  them  Ur  Uilnk,  Greenlaw,  and  Ur  Uai,  Leit- 


•"questions,  upon  which" we  are  per- 

oiiKht  ont  by  this  discussion,  then  we 
lot  commit  ourselves   iu   regard   to 

M-w  ought  not  to  adopt  this  over- 
"U"ia  commit  ourselves  to  what  is  so 

■^opt  the  ovAu'^Thi!^'^'  «mC  I 
'^S  md  would  be  compelled  to  protest 


Dr  U'Kerrdw  seconded  the  motion,  and 
said  this  was  a  matter  which  they  must  Isave 
to  the  good  feeling  and  (he  good  sense  of  the 
parties  themselves. 

Dr  JoUMSTON,  Liraekilns,  moved  Uiat  it  be 
remitted  Co  a  committee  to  consider  the  points 
brought  up  in  tbe  overture,  and  communicate 
irilh  the  Free  Church,  with  the  view  of  ob- 
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toining  tlie  ftppoIntni«n1  Of  k  committee  t^ 
UnL  body  to  make  Brrangemenla  fof  conTiag 
tKit  ^e  Hn^^ee^onB  of  the  ■ ' — 


S&POBT  or  MHMtTTCE  OH  DmEaVSkENT  E 


pointol  deputias  to  riut  the  Preibyterj  of 
Abenfeea.  The  eiperrniBnt  was  r^rded  u 
Bnoceerful  by  the  depulieB,  sud  tho  commiltM 
Irit  it  »o  the  Synod  to  deeida  ithether  thej 
■Itould  be  re^sppainted. 

The  report  was  apprured  of,  Kai  it  yna 
»p*Bd  that  lie  committee  ehonld  not  be  re- 
appointed, but  that  applioatiom  for  Tisits  of 
depulieB  rf«uld  bo  wtnt  by  prosbyterieB  to  the 
H^ne  Uf^ion  Committee  In  future. 


(heOoromittee  fn  Improvemmt ^ 

BetnniB  bod  been  received  from  four  tteohers. 
Since  May  bt  theee  teacbare  had  nren  918 
IMBOOB,  and  t«00  ednlta  and  npwnr^  of  4000 
ohildren  had  been  under  mueieal  (raining. 
Sach  teacher  had  tbua  on  aa  average  lOOIt 
children  under  tuition  during  the  year.  The 
eommittee  haid  sent  out  schednlea  to  oongrs- 
gatione  contajning  certain  qusiieB  aa  to  the 
■tata  of  paalmady.  Betniss  to  these  had  beeh 
received  from  afaoBt  1S8  ooagregations,  and 
the  foliowing  is  a  iKief  aummary  of  the  more 
important  facts  embraced.  As  to  the  general 
state  of  the  psalmody  of  the  congregations, 
32  returned  it  as  "rerjfalr,"  12i  as  "fair," 
19  sa  "  nnsattalaetory,"  aOd  fl  as  "  iow ;"  108 
aongregalJOQt  luid  eleseea  for  lacred  mosie, 
47  had  no  cla^B,  and  tlie  arerage  attendanee 
on  tbe  lUG  clasecs  was  about  40 ;  lOB  eongre- 
galioQS  reportedthat  their  psalmody  had  been, 
BOQdnoleii  by  m  aiBalo  indiTidnal ;  B8  bad  the 
pealmody  oondiieted  bya  choir,  and  8  bad  no 
precentor  proper.  A conaideraMe  nnmbercif 
tha  ooa^rBgatitn*  reported  in  faroar  of  atand- 
fsg  diinng  tinging.  The  following  euggei- 
tuMis  were  also  made  in  the  returns : — That 
rainieters  should  take  s  deeper  interest  io 
whnody  ;  that  atudesta  in  thai^gy  sbonld 
be  trained  in  musio  during  their  t£eotogioal 
curriculum  by  oompetent  teachers ',  that  more 
elQcieut  precentors  should  be  appointed,  with 
better  remnneration ;  and  Siet  tliere  should  be 
chanting.  The  committee  r«iuealed  autho- 
rity from  the  Synod  to  draw  on  the  Synod 
Fund  to  an  extent  not  ezceoding  L.BO  a-year, 
to  assist  in  paying  the  travelling  eKpenses  of 
t^  teachers  to  cburohes  in  distant  looalttieB, 
who  iTpre  unable  to  defray  these  eipensea 
themselves. 

The  report  was  approved  of,  and  the  uitbo- 
lity  of  Uis  Bynod  given  to  the  eommtltee  to 
drawto  an  exteat  not  exceeding  L.£0  from  the 
Synod  FnQd,fortheparpCBB  mentioned  In  the 
report.  The  ttmika  of  the  Synod  weregivan 
to  the  committee,  which  was  ra-appointed— 
Mr  Beonla,  eonvener ;  and  one  or  two  mem- 
bers wan  aOded  in  mom  ot  others  ralir- 


Tbe  ClKBk  read  an  application  by  the  Pres- 
bylery  Of  Londoa  for  oisjnncUon,  with  mb- 
aent  of  paflaes,  of  the  session  and  coLgregation 
of  Bristol  from  the  Presbytery  of  Lancashire, 
and  their  Annexation  to  the  Preshjtery  of 

The  Synod  unaninioiiBlj  granted  (he  ap- 


The  0I.1SK  read  an  appUoation  by  the  Re». 
Gooi^e  ThotosoB,  lata  Congregational  pastor 
in  CiSchealer,  to  be  reeogniaed  as  a  member 
and  minister  of  tha  United  Presbjtefiu 
Church.  Mr  Tbomaon  had  at  one  time  bwi 
Df  the  Beeessioo  Church  in  Campbel- 


Sma  pa^or  of  a  Congrarational  cbnroh  m 
infermline,  and  latterly  in  Colchester.  3e 
had  become  convinced  of  the  error  ol  til 
Tiawa,  and  was  now  deairons  of  being  tc- 
storad  to  the  United  Presbyloiian  Chureli. 
Tha  applioatioQ  of  Mr  Thomaon  was  traiiE- 


condcdbyDrHARPicB,Rndwannlyaupport»d  , 
bv  Professor  JI'MICl^AB^  and  Mr  ToUHG,  ot 
Dunfermline, the  ^plication waaMJumimouEl) 
granted- 


Glasgow,  praying  that  bbarty  »>¥**  ™f  I'l 
to  ministers  and  preachers  ol  the  Unileii 
Praabyterian  Chiirch  lo  giant  him  oooaaioml 

After  some  discaaBiOD,  it  wee  ■creod.bja 
kive  majori^j  on  the  motion  of  Mr  Pbwoie  i 
ofHBwaast!e,saoondedbyMiTowBBeofBir-  I 
keahead,  lo  remit  the  petition  to  the  Fresh;- 
tery  of  Qla^ow,  to  Judge  to  the  matter  M 
they  might  see  oauss. 


Dr  pBDDiKpavein  theraport  of  tha.Com- 
mittea  on  the  More  SjeteniBlie  Superintend- 
ence of  Oio  wl.ola  Church,  which  slated  that 
s;pplIcRtions  bad  only  been  received  from  one 
pVesbjlery— that  ot^  Aberdeen— for  a  visit 
from  ■the  con aittee.     The   eonrmit'ro  t^ 


IS  by  Messra  DaviJ 
Mscrae,  and  Daniel  Patterson,  and  John  Lanf, 
Btndenta,  craving  to  be  admitted  as  second 
year  Btudentn  at  the  Divinity  Hall,  althougb 
fliey  have  not  yet  attended  the  Natnra!  Philo- 
sopiy  CIose;  and  also  a  petition  by  John  Dick 
Barper,  student  transmitted  and  reoomraericl- 
ed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  ciayintf 
to  ba  adftitted  to  the  Divinity  Hall,  altliou"*! 
he  had  not  attended  tho  Moral  PhilosopliJ 
Olaai.    Tha  petitions  wtie  all  granted. 
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L  11,  MacGjl.1.  rPBd  Iho  report  of  the 
K  oil  the  Eilcusioa  of  Evsngeliatio 
I  London.  The  committee  had  been 
ace  tor  two  yeiifa.  At  Uie  Synod  of 
eport  Taa  pre»ent«d  of  the  procaod- 
icli  fanned  tbe  basis  of  th&t  miiasure 
Bwhichhoa  accompanied  the  labouia 
immittee.  A  scheme  b«d  been  or- 
for  nising  ei|{ht  or  ten  IhannBd 
IT  the  extension  o(  the  Dnlted  Pnw- 
Church  in  London.  The  reoeat  pro- 
lie  scheme  hod  beea  rapid  and  satis- 

The  congregation  first  eelablished 
Ian  had  secured  Qr  Edmoad  as  their 
ut  the;  still  occupied  a  nntsd  hall, 
u  desirable  that  a  church  should  be 

erected.  A  new  church  had  sjac 
lied  iy  Vr  (Jaims,  in  September  hist, 
■Irict  of  Nottiiiehill  aaa  liayswater, 
fte  Ototb  !  and  a  third  church  had 
inl  by  Dr  Uacfu-Une,  in  BinSeld 
UV  ID  the  distiict  of  Claphain,  io 

lut  The  eSorta  of  the  comnuUee 
Wed  to  oUaiain^  fundii  for  the  ereo- 
tjNile  buildings  for  the  accommoda- 

■  ttree  new  ohurchee,  in  Irtinglon, 
l|ud  Clapham;  and  the  sum  of 
Hkea  subscribed  to  the  schemo  W 
iBbdiTidu^te, aMoueh  not*  aingle 
■n  made  tipon  any  person,  except 
gdon.    The  oommitleo  had  resolved 

■  wfth  vigour  to  obtain  subsorip- 
lifterwarda  coUectioiio,  for  (he  funds 
*  with  ttiB  scheokB.     To  enable  the 


"^1  HanctwBter,  addrawed  (be  Synod 


erroneous  doclnoes  advocated  by  minblcn  of 
the  Chureh  of  EuKland,  and  to  the  want  of 
discipline  in  that  Church,  and  said  that  the 
preseut  conditioa  of  the  Church  of  England 
was  a  scandal  to  Cbristianity,  an  outnge 
upon  public  decency,  and  an  uSence  against 

Dr  Hakfeb  eecoitded  tlie  motion  for  the 
adoptioB  of  the  tepoit,  which  was  unani- 
moosly  agreed  to.  , 


'  tittine,  to  aa  eipeoditure  of  nearly 

^,  elder,  Lireipool,  «|Hi|ie  fn  sup- 
«  wkeue  (or  the  ezIaasiaB  of  BVan- 
«ons  in  London.  As  iUufltrativa  of 
W  at  evaagelialic  work  in  London, 
"oed  Bie  Syaod  that  (lis  number  o( 
^"^  in  lyjndoa  was  equal  to  the 
a  popBlaiioas  of  MaDchesier,  Livo;^ 
la  Glasgow.  To  show  Uiat  eucoess 
«y  to  attend  evangeliatia  efforts  in 
,  ba  B^kt  stats  that  *  dmUu  bo**- 

^■MMklra  bad  bMB  v«ry  aaooeasful. 

"^  last  ten  jeara  tlnr  W  doubled 
^''yteiT  in  LancasUre,  ud  (liat  not 
^  snaQ  »,ji£  congrepations,  hut  bj 
■  °P '^"(regations  which,  from  small 
""•i  aai  b,4  ^,ggJ^  f^  ^^^^^  y^„ 
I  ^WnbiUinH  •<•  the  aohemea  of  tha 


Dr  J.  B.JoHJiSTOS,  In  giving  in  the  report  of 
the  Theologies!  Committee  oa  Friday  evening, 
called  attcutioD  to  the  remarkable  efScfency 
with  which  the  Hebrew  class  had  been  con- 
ducted by  the  fiev.  J.  Blumenreich,  and  stated 
that  Professor  Eadie  had  observed  the  pro- 
gress In  that  class  with  great  aatiafaclion. 

HBZT  KEBTINO  OV  BTHOD. 

The  Synad  died  the  next  meeting  of  ^ynod 
to  be  held  ia  Edinbuivh  on  the  Uonday  afl«r 
the  first  Sunday  of  Hay  ISeS. 

TIm  Synod  St  ton  o'clock  adjourned. 

TUESDAT,  May  tL 

The  Synod  met  at  ten ;  aud,  after  devotional 
Hiercises, 

A  deputatiofi  was  ^pointed  to  attend  Iha 
Qext  raeeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  Proabyleriao 
Church  in  England. 

Oa  the  motioa  of  the  UoDBBJLTOR,  it  was 
uoanimously  agreed  to  appoint  a  commjtke 
|o  ^irepars  an  addrean  of  condolence  tn  tier 
Uajeaty  on  occasion  of  the  death  of  tha 
Pucbeas  of  Kent 

Dr  J.  R  JoHXBToy  gavs  in  a  report  «l 
the  rheakigi«al  Commiclee  on  a  ceiait  from 
the  Synod  respecting  the  Librarian's  salary 
and  iaboara  |  but  it  was  agreed  to  postpone 
^nsidaratiou  of  the  suhjeet  in  the  meautims, 
and  to  grant  the  comuiittee  power  to  make 
iotenm  amuigmtevts. 

THE  I^TB  I>K  BBOWH^  LIBBAItr. 

Ur  J.  D.  Feddie  read  a  report  from  the 
committee  sjipointed  to  coosidar  the  dLspossl 
of  the  Shraty  of  the  Uta  Bev.  Dr  Brown. 
The  report  staled,  that  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments are  coatemplated,  but  are  not  yet  1* 
such  a  stats  as  to  admit  of  beiu^  laid  hefoie 
the  Synod,  for  the  acconunodatian  and  ous- 
tody  ai  toe  libcary,  fnte  of  expense  to  (iia 

e  arraoge- 
ler  of  tbs 
^)ted,  and 
B  following 


*|Micaitt,  in  meviog  the  adoption  of 
•^  "*«  Oun  »a»  a  jreat  ne«B«j^ 


aud  these 
1^  the  SfBod,  and  its  authority  granted  U> 


_v,  Google 
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carry  the  prapoosd  HTsnBementa  into  effect 
irlth  Ibeleaat  poHlhls  deUy." 

HrBoBBBTSoK  of  Stow  opposed  tlierectnu' 
mendatlon  of  tho  iMuimitt«e,  Ifant  the  Bjaiod 
should  sccept  the  library  of  Dr  Brown  on  the 
condition  that  it  ihonld  he  located  in  Glaa- 
gow.  He  regarded  the  queatioD  ae  really  to 
be  one,  as  to  wbethor  nitimstely  the  whole 
offices  of  the  Church  should  be  remoTed  to 
Otasgow.  The  gift  should  not  be  accepted 
with  the  condition  which  liad  been  atUched 
to  11  by  a  large  number  of  the  contribators  td 
the  fund.  HrBobartDOQConcinded  by  moving 
that  the  Bjnod  receiTe  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, instruct  them  to  proceed  in  their 
iDquIrieB,  and  hold  a  conference  with  the  sub- 
Bcnbeia  on  the  subject  of  conditions,  and  to 
report  at  nest  meeting  of  Synod  ;  reserving 
to  next  meeting  of  Synod  the  ijueslion  of  the 
location  of  the  library. 

The  MODERATOH  having  left  the  chair, 
said,  he  coiUd  aaaure  &a  Synod,  that  any 
■ttenil>t  of  the  brethim  at  QlaBgow  to  take 
anay  the  hDad-quartere  of  the  Church  from 
Edinburgh,  was  as  far  from  their  minds  ae 
from  those  of  any  member  of  that  Court. 
The  facta  of  the  case  simply  were,  that  a 
number  of  laymen,  Ivho  had  contributed 
largely  to  the  fund,  were  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  for  a  portion  of  the 
library  of  the  Church  to  be  located  in  the 
west.  The  number  of  students  residing  in 
the  weat  was  rery  great ;  and  it  would  be  of 
inunense  advantage  to  these  students,  and  to 
the  Church  at  large,  il  a  portion  of  the  library 
of  the  Church  were  located  in  Glasgow. 

Mr  Behnib,  Dalkeith,  said,  it  struck  him 
that  it  took  away  not  a  Ettie  from  the  grace- 
fnlneas  of  the  gift,  that  the  condition  had 
been  attached  to  it  as  to  the  location  of  the 
Ubiary  in  Glasgow. 

Mr  OKHHEI.L.  spoke  briefly  against  the  con- 
dition attached  to  the  gift. 

Dr  Joseph  Bbowh  accepted  the 'disclaimer 
of  the  Moderator  as  to  the  feeling  of  the  Glim- 
gow  brethren  on  the  subject  ot  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Synod.  The  Moderator  spoke 
of  a  portion  of  the  Synod's  library  being  in 
(tlasgow,  but  had  not  said  that  there  was  ne- 


ol  tbs  report,  and  tbe  appronl  oS  the  ncen- 
roendation  therain  ooRtaieed. 

Mr  BoBLAHD,  Ql  asgo  w,  seconded  the  moliln, 

Mr  Bektos  spoke  in  farour  of  boldiog  >    . 
conference  witii  the  contributors  to  the  fund,    I 
lo  ascertain  whether  their  condition  wis  irre-    ■ 
vocable,  and  whether  the  object  which  thej 
had  in  riev  would  not  be  regarded  ae  e^vuKf 
obtained,  were  a  portion  of  the  existing  iibrsry 
transferred,  in  numbers  equal  to  the  volumw 
in  Dr  Brown's  library,  to  Glasgoir. 

Dr  U'MlmAEL  was  BtroiiEly  of  opidon 
that  Che  library  should  gu  to  Glawcw,  whlcti 
required  it  ten  times  more  than  Edinburgh, 
while  nine-tenths  of  the  purchase-money  bid 
been  subscribed  in  Glasgow. 

Dr  Q.  Joitneroir  exp^ined,  that  the  con- 
dition as  to  locating  the  library  in  Glasgow 
was  attached  by  the  subscribers  hi  GIisKOt. 
at  a  meeting  held  in  that  city  in  March,  £(  ' 
proposed  to  the  lubacribeiu  that  they  etmold 
i^ree  to  a  number  of  rolnmes  being  Kit  to 
Glasgow  from  the  existing  library  of  Uw 
Churuh,  equal  to  the  number  In  Dr  BiuWj 
library,  and  allow  that  library  to  be  iDOlcd 
in  Edinburgh ;  but  the  aubecribeis,  with  oit 
consent,  repudiated  that  notion,  and  it  «it 
unanimously  agreed  that  il  was  only  on  tWf 
dition  of  the  library  being  placed  in  Glsigoi 
that  he  should  recbire  the  subscriptions  ibil 
bad  been  promised,  or  would  secnre  Bare. 

Dr  SbarI  submitted  that  their  right  »  i 
Church  court  demanded  that  they  EheoM  be 
left  free  to  decide  the  question  as  to  tenticii 
of  the  libnry,  and  he  was  of  opijiion  thilllie 
best  way  to  diapose  of  the  matter  was  Is  bold 
a  eonfereiiCB  with  tho  enheeribers. 

Dr  Eadk  spokg  against  delaying  tht  de- 
cision for  twelve  months.  The  library  teild 
not  be  of  ose-tentli  the  beneSt  in  Edinlnreb 
which  it  would  be  in  Glasgow.  It  wohW  i« 
a  graceful  and  useful  thing  if  they  allof^ed 
(he  Ubiary  at  once  to  be  brought  to  Gluegox. 
It  would  cost  the  Byuod  no  eipense-a  IIIci 
and'more  handsome  place  would  be  providai 
tor  the  Tibrary  than  that  under  the  Synw! 
Hall— the  librarr  would  be  kept  as  one  Htuli- 
!d,anddoI»c 


and  it  would  be  as  well  p 


Dr  Brown's  library  in  Qlasgon 
and  entirely  different  tiling.  " 
iftherew      ■"  " "    " 


onght  to 


rated  h 


ectedlc 


tr  fnince,  for  the  appronJ 

mendationa,  was  carried  by  a  majority. 

Mr  KobertGon  of  Stow  (Essented,  as  dii  I 
also  Dr  Joseph  Brown,  St  Deans,  and  Hr 
Qemmelt 


He  was  disappointed  when  he  beard  the  i 
ditjon  attached  to  the  gift  of  the  library,  and 
all  Ihe  more  so,  that  he  was  never  loM\)y  ^r 
Johnston  that  he  was  gathering  lubecriptions 
with  such  a  condition. 

Dr  G.  JoiiWBTOH— The  eondrtion  was  not 
attached  till  the  month  of  Marcb. 

DrBnowK— Then  the  SKbscriptions  given 
beforv.  that  date  could  not  have  been  given 
with  any  such  condition.  With  all  Lis  re- 
spect for  Dr  Johnston,  he  thought  he  went 
wrong,  after  the  decision  of  the  laat  Synod,  in 
accepting  aubscriptions  with  the  condftion 
attached  to  them. 

Mr  Peahce,  Paisley,  moved  the  adaption 


Mr  Eestom,  Kelso,  be^ed  teave  to  intrf 
duce  to  the  Synod  oan  known  to  tltm  all  >» 
pre-eminent  among  (he  ffospel  mmisterB  of 
America  for  his  advocacy  of  uie  righta  of  Ih* 
enslaved— the  Rev.  Dr  Cheever  of  Nuw  Tort- 

Dr  Cheeveb  rose,  amidst  loud  appiaose,  Iff 
address  the  Synod.  Ailhoueh  ha  was  nol  a 
delegate  from  any  ecciesiastieal  iMdy,  yet  to 
might  ba  permitted,  as  tbe  reprtaeutative  from 
the  Church  Anti-SlaveiT  Socfetj  of  .Imeriw. 
to  present  their  grateful  acknowledgment 
for  the  sympathy  and  aid  which  Ihey  hid  T^ 
cerved,  in  their  conflicts  with  tbe  slave  power, 
from  members  of  chiuchei  ol  that  numeniu 
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Ud  bonanred  body  (the  United  Presliytdrlin), 
dMiDfuished  in  imarica  u  well  aa  in  thfa 
uoonlrj  lor  their  advooac y,  not  only  of  apiri  - 
tuoJ  iadepeadence,  but  of  the  iodflpflDdeiice  of 
the  Church  of  Chiist  &nd  of  ths  riehla  of  the 
oppnssei!.  They  Irueled  that,  &t  the  preaent 
■■   ■,  sjmpaitliy  would  ha  continuKd 


lII  of  tt 


iBtBolen 


importiuit  crisis  thai 
brought  abaut^  in  the  providesce  of  Qod  in  re- 
gird  to  Uiie  whole  matter.  Had  he  the  pro- 
per opportunity,  he  would  spra^  a  word  in 
regard  to  the  intense  anxiety  felt  in  America 
e  which  the  British  Gorem- 


nuT  take,  either  in  the  cecoenitli 
loutliem  BlsTe>tntding  confe&racjj  oi 
in-reoognition.     The  reoognition  of  it  aa 


a  blow  to  libfirty,  it  would 
beablaw  against  the  liberty  of  the  eosUved, 
—0  most  disaatrauB  event,  never  enough  to  be 
dffrecoted.  He  had  received  letters,  pleading 
lliU  the  sympathy  of  the  British  nation  and 
peopla  miKht  be  exprsEsed  on  behalf  of  the 
North,  and  of  tho  defenders  of  the  enslaved, 
«d  of  the  enslaved  themselves,  and  not 
Ihrawn  on  the  side  of  their  oppressors.  In 
U&  own  country,  every  reli^ons  tx>dy,  at  such 
icriaia,  would  apeak  out.  and  put  their  re- 
moDStranca  irx  the  form  of  a  resolution.  It 
•u  a  solemn  question,  how  much  tiiis  body 
ni^kt  do,  through  its  individual  members  and 


OBgooin  against  slavery. 
HlJMly's  Government  fj 
recognitiou  of  a  nation 


iJlpnrtuing  the  traSc  in  humaa  beings  from 
(tneratbn  to  generation  perpetually,  as  the 
<^  supreme  hnsinesa  of  the  nation,  the  sole 
buiinesa  for  which  it  broke  off  from  the 
tinitod  StitCT.  After  referring  to  ths  intimate 
Maring  which  this  question  of  the  reoognition 
of  am  Southern  alavo-ti-ade  of  America  had 
IKm  miaaionary  enterprise,  Dr  Cheever  con- 
ciided  by  directine  attention  to  the  tact,  that 
Ibe  Southern  Confederacy  was  little  more  than 
m  the  number  of  the  four  millions  of  the 

ma  Mil,  and  breed  as  merohandiae— about  two 
miUioiisand  a  half  claimiug  the  right  to  breed, 
"id  buy,  and  sell  human  beings,  as  the  sole 
object  of  their  national  eiiatence,  pleading 
ud  preeenting  thamaelves  to  the  British 
tjcremment,  and  demanding  the  right  to  be 
iwwnisedon  the  groand  of  such  a  claim. 

Dr  Q.  JoHNSTOM  introduced  to  the  Synod 
frofcssor  Blyden,  a  man  of  colour,  who  was 
Pnndpal  of  the  Alexander  High  School, 
Liberia.  Mr  Blyden  came  accredited  as  a 
f^ifEBsor  and  a  teacher  of  youth  for  the 
midialryin  the  Pteabytery  of  Liberia,  in  con- 
Mttum  with  the  Presbylflrian  Church  of  New 

Professor  Bltdes   felt    tlianktu!  for    the 
ptlTilwBof  sayiog  a  few  words,  especially 
.      "WEe  followed  one  he  could  no- •    " 
™  the  greatest  love  and  rrape 


"""e  from  the  republic  of  Liberia,  on  the  west 
Y'^i  of  Africa,  seat  by  the  presbytery  there, 
in  ooEnection  with  the  New  York  Synod,  for 


the  purpose  of  endearourina  to  enlaiwe  their 
educational  facilities.  He  had  only  beea  in 
Edinburgh  a  few  days,  and  had  presented  his 
eredentiala  from  that  presbytery,  and  now  be 
was  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  (o 
the  object  of  his  misaion.  The  republic  of 
Liberia  wae  on  the  western  coaat  of  Africa, 
"'""  "  eleven  degreea  north  of  the  equator. 
i  Inhabited  l>y  coloured  peraona  from 
America,  who  had  fled  from  grinding  oppres- 
sion. The  republic  had  been  regarded  at  flrat 
by  many  frienda  to  America  with  suspicion. 


ilaTeholders  of  'the  South  might  let  out  some 
>l  their  population,  and  rid  themselves  of 
heir  wom-out,  and  weak,  and  infirm  peimle. 
might  have  been  the  original 


Lt  settlement,  God 


But,wl; 
Idea  of 
had   bit 

>een  14.(100  and  15,000  civilised  ChrisUan 

men  who  had  inSuence '  over  360,000  of  the 

original  ichabitanla,  who  were  receiving  from 

'hem  oiviliaation  and  the  Goapel.     And  along 

'00  mQes  of  coast  the  slave  trade  bad  been 

inihilated,  and  the  natives  for  100  miles  in- 

rior  looked  to  Liberia  aa  their  great  protec- 

r  from  the  slave  trader.     They  came  down 

with  the  people  of  Liberia,  and  to  have  their 

matters  of  difflculty  settled  with  them;  so 

it  they  were  eiercisin^  a  good  influence  on 

1   natives   tar  and  wide.     There  was  no 

people  whose  annals  were  more  graced  with 

victories  achieved  In  the  cause  ot  truth  and 

Teligion  than  Scotland.     The  whole  current 

uie  national  life  was  reddened  with  the 

blood  of  their  martyrs ;    and  he  looked  to 

and  spiritual  advantages  he  enjoyed.  While 
Christianity  had  made  Scotland  what  it  was, 
)  people  of  Liberia  had  sent  him  to  them, 
as  proper  persona  to  give  such  asaistance  as 
would  tend  to  the  diffusion  of  education. 
Thsy  wereaniiouB  for  the  establishment  of  A 
female  training  school.  He  had  under  him 
abouf  20  boys,  several  of  whom  were  coming 
out  for  the  ministry,  and  he  was  anxious  that 
wo  of  them  should  be  Bent  to  complete  their 
education  in  this  country. 

Mr  Prisolb,  Newcastle,  moved—"  That 
e  Synod  should  express  their  satdsfaction 
id  pleasure  at  having  heard  communications 
om  them,  and  their  warmest  sympathy  with 
am  in  the  means  they  have  taken  in  extend- 
ing the  cause  of  liberty  and  the  advancement 
"'  Christianity." 
Dr  Qarpeb,  in  aecondii^  Uie  motion,  spoke 
high  terms  of  eulogy  of  the  clearness  of 
iteraent,  accuTaoy  of  expression,  and  readi- 

that  republic  before  the  Synod. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  acclamation, 
and  the  Moderator  returned  the  thanks  of  the 
Spod  to  Dr  Cheever  and  Mr  Blyden  for  their 


Dr  SoMCBViLLE  read  'a  letter  fnim  th» 


£86         PK0CEED1NQ8  OF  TBS  UN1TE&  FBESBYIERIAN  STKOD. 


VuUri  Vmbpeiitn  Cbnrch  in  CkUftda,  lati- 
BHkUng  that  they  bod  tgntd  to  units  with  1^ 
Presbjteriui  Church  of  Cuuda  Mr]y  in  Jans 
aeit,  when  the  &nt  meeting  ol  the  mmbinad 
BfDDd  would  tAke  place. 

On  the  motian  o[  Mr  Behtds  o[  Kelao,  ft 
mts  unuiimously  ureed  Co  tdopt  the  foUoir- 
lug  deliverance  on  the  auhjeot  i — "  The  Bynod 
receive  this  letter  with  much  ■atisfiiotian,  di- 
rect It  to  be  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Minutes,  end  BKree  tsetite  lb>t  it  hae. learned 
■with  epeoial  pTeaeure  that  the  negotiationi 
between  the  two  Synods,  which  have  been 
ooBductal  in  bo  frank  end  friendly  a  manner, 
have  led  to  the  uuBimous  union  of  the  (wo 
bodiee ;  and  to  intimate  that,  while  thie  Synod 
irill  ever  regard  the  United  Church  in  Canada 
with  peculiar  interest,  and  bo  glad  to  recipro- 
cate friendly  interest  witli  i  t  ae  a  siBter  cburahj 
it  now  records  its  fervent  prayer  that  the  two 
bodies  in  their  united  state  may,  richly  blessed 
of  Ood,  be  eminently  succeasful  in  promoting 
the  Gospel  and  apreading  the  cause  of  Chriat 
in  that  lar^e  and  very  important  province." 


to  enlarge  it)  and  Uionght  all  minislen  it 
their  ordination  ouaht  to  give  a  donation  to 
a  fund  from  wtiich  they  wore  likely  to  derive 
benefit  in  their  own  declining  years.  He  tifs 
"  moved  that  the  Synod  iuEtruct  the  Board  lo 


igagFmente  from  giving  to  this  iuid, 
and  for  inducing  them  to  aid  it  by  their  con- 
tribtitions;  instruct  the  Board  further  to  ob- 
tain annual  Bubscriplions  from  individuals, 
and  to  bring  the  olaima  of  the  icheme  under 
the  attention  of  younger  brethren  in  tiie 
ministry  who  have  not  yet  had  their  attenlira 
specially  called  to  the  subject."  | 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


An  overture  was  T?ad  from  the  Presbytcrj 
of  Glasgow,  nlative  to  irr^ularitin  in  tlis 
supply  of  pulpits.  A  petition  was  also  rwd 
from  a  number  of  probationers  in  favour  o[  i 
(^uitable  diatributloTi 

B  Presbytarjof 


The  Synod  neit  considered  a  digest  of  rales 
anent  home  funds  and  their  applicationt  sub- 
mitted by  the  Home  Uieeion  Commitlsa,  in 
obedience  to  resolutions  of  the  Synod  in  1S53 
■md  I860.— The  Syuod  approved  of  the  rules 
•s  Hobmitted,  with  certain  verbal  alterations. 

The  Eev.  Andrew  Bobertson,  Stow,  sub- 
mitted tho  report  ol  the  Committee  on  the 

port  of  home  missions  and  churches.  Tho 
committee  recommended  the  Synod  to  adopt  a 
series  of  rules  as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  by 
Eoagregfcdoas  and  presbyteries  in  tha  forlna- 
tlon  ofmissionary  churches  and  stations. 

The  Synod  was  engaged  in  dlscuaeing  the 
roles  »BoomniendBd  in  the  report,  and  making 
TBibal  amendments  thereon,  until  the  hour 
of  adjournment ;  several  of  the  rules  being 
considermtioiL  at  Uie  evening 


Edinburgh 
DrJ.  B.  Jc 


ccomwinii 
I  subject  f 


ErxmNs  Seder  mrr. 

At  the  eveninv  eedmrunt,  the  consldention 

of  fcbfl  ndes  reiativs  to   the  home  mission 

charges  was  resumed,   and  tboae  left  over 

bom  Uu  fannoon  dispoeed  of. 


JoEHSTOK  was  beard  in  suf^ort  d 
Oie  Glasgow  overtnre.  He  addnoed  seven! 
instances  of  violation  of  the  nilea  of  the  Syael 
by  the  Committee  on  the  SistributloB  ol  Pm- 
bationeis,  and  said  it  was  natural  that  tlif 
students  should  also,  on  the  sly,  violat*  Use 

The  committee  ehoutd  be  instructed  toadhM 
to  these  miss,  and  instead  of  requiring  that  > 
preacher  should  be  heard  for  two  Sab^tlu, 
that  one  Sabbath,  or  one  Babbath  with  awfdi- 
day  service,  ought  to  give  eligibility  for  call 
Kr  H-COLL  was  heard  on  behalf  erf  Die 
pBtitioB  from  the  probationers  j  and  Pr 
Feddib,  on  behalf  of  the  Presbytery  ol  £dla- 

Ur   Brdcb,    EdlDbnrgli,  made  aoiiis  s>- 

ElanaUons  on  behalf  of  the   Commillee  « 
liatiibuCioo. 
The  snggeslione  of  the  Edinburgh  Fnaby- 


o  the  interest  whioh 


Ur  EUmilton  JLtcGiu.  read  the  report  oh 
Ois  Aged  and  Intlrm  Ministers'  Fund.  It 
stated  that,  at  the  date  of  last  report,  there 
were  12  annuitants  on  the  fund,  and  that 
DOW  there  were  17.  The  capital  fund  was 
I..IT,6ie,  6e.  Old.,  eicluaive  of  Si  Brown's 
tortimooial  fund,  which  amounted  to  La498, 
5*.,  mating  a  total  of  L.19,111,  10a.  O^d.  The 
luoome,  including  douationa,  amounted  to 
L.788,  la.  Bd.,  and  the  eipeaditure  to  L,732, 
16&  8d.,  leaving  a  balance  of  Uib,  6s.  Keit 
year  the  expenditure  was  expected  to  amouot 
to  about  L.SAO,  which  would  reaniraan  ad- 
ditional income  of  L.IOO. 

Dr  Joseph  Brown  moved  the  adoplioD  of 
tke  reportv  which  was  agraed  to, 

Dr  SMaRT  alluded  to  the  importance  of  the 
und,  ud  the  uecesail;  ol  neaiu  being  taken 


tdsB  of  the  Brfonnation.  It  also  recommended 
that  the  firnod  should  oonsider  the  propriety 
of  appofntius-  the  8»bb»tl>  eiUtsr  preoeding  or 
aucceadlng  Ike  SOtta.'Sa  a  day  for  such  spsmal 
(XmnneniDintion  of  ^  BefonaatJon  prlDCiplM 
as  might  b*  thought  advisahk. 

Wbbnebdat,  Hay  22. 

The  Synod  algain  met—the Bev.DrBotaai, 
HodantoF. 


Kr  BoBBRTSON  of  Stov  read  reasosl  of 
dissent  against  the  deliverance  of  the  Byso' 
agreeing  to  accept  the  litnry  of  the  UtS  Dr 
Brown  with  the  oondiLioo  that  it  should  be 
located  at  Glasgow.  Dr  Brown,  Dalkeith, 
Hi  Gemmell,  Hr  Ban-,  Mr  Syme,  and  others, 
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pjiiitoi.  to  bring  np  ftaawei-a. 

OVittrORK  AB  TO  AMERICAS  SI-AVERT. 

The  Synod  then  took  up  an  overturn  by  Hie 
Fresbrt^  of  Kelao,  setting  forth  that  the 
disnipliOD  of  the  Um'led  Btatea  o!  Anierici, 
bj  the  elemeat  ot  elavery,  issuing,  »8  it  taa 
dons,  in  i  new  OoD[edar*.tion  of  the  Southom 
aiftlte,  founded  on  UiB  prinoiplea  of  slavery, 
Khiln  the  renj»ining  naion  oi  the  Northern 
and  Western  Statu  retained  all  tlmt  was  de- 
ongin  """""^'l  "O.  °jj  ^ 
;E  bad  beoQ  passed  to  up- 
lidld  it— formed  a  strong  call  to  the  Bynod  at 
this  time  to  reoew  ils  condemnation  ot  slavery, 
uid  its  repucUalion  of  fellowship  witU  slave- 
liolders,  and  to  testify  its  respect  and  sym- 
[alhy  with  those  CbriBtian  Ehurchea  and 
miaiatersiD  the  United  States  who  are  main- 
liioing  a  faithful  and  intrepid  teatlmoiiy 
ipinst  slavery  as  aia,  and  who  are  oonais- 
— ■■-  ^  '■■--■  ■-IraonybyratuBing 


terie*  ot  QlMgow  and  Fife,  and  the  eeasion  ot 
Coldstrewn,  as  to  the  eiaplojmeiit  of  urJi 
een«cd  poraons  In   pulpit  ministra' 
was  agreed  Iliat  the  Synod  should 
mjunetion  against  their  employmen 


It 


Beturns  were  read  from  several  nreBbj- 
teriea  on  this  subject;  and,  atler  oonsi-'—'''' 
diacuasion,  it  was  agreed  by  a  majority 
motion  of  Dr  Davidsob,  to  de)»y  Iha 
Httleaunt  of  tiiB  (incstion,  and  la  send 
to  pisabytariei  and  Beasiona,  to  i«por1 
subject  to.  aeit  Bynod. 


Lhle 


tenllv  carrying  out  that  testiraony 
ill  f^owship  Vith  slaveholders. 

regrel 
Belon 


XrHsNTQ 


8  heard  in  support 

Jeregrelted  that,  with  the 

ficaption  of  the  Belormed  Presbyterian 
tfethren,  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
itMi  alone  among  the  churches  ot  Scotland 
ti  taking  np  a  decided  position  In  reference 
Biiavery.  Mr  Eeoton  expressed  his  sonow 
lilt  the  Old  Preshyterian  Lihurch  ot  Araerioa 
Hie  largest  and  most  important  choreh  ia 
Ust  country,  and  one  the  bearing  and  stand- 
nicof  whose  ministem  "would  otherwise  en- 
title them  to  l^e  highest  respect  acd  esteem 


pro-alavery    i 


ountry-- 


■  things 
•nnn  we  batt  at  pment  tsMag  place  he- 
tiMHi  the  Northern  and  Sonthera  SUtse  oi 
Ameriea—fer  he  had  no  aonfldeOoe  in  either 
o(  them  on'  the  subject  of  slaysry — was  one 
vbich  oaght  to  lead  every  tree  and  Christian 
Qua  to  say,  "  Hy  soul,  coma  not  thoa  l»%o 
Ibtir  secivt,"  and  to  repudiala  the  prinaiplra 
^th  of  the  North  and  Sooth.  In  Ate  North 
tbe  piiaciple  of  slavery  was  not  repudiat«d; 
tters,  fngiSve  ela^o-law  prerallsd,  and  judg- 
ments were  given  that  coloured  men  had  no 
le^  rights.  Yet  in  these  Blatee  we  had  a 
umority  oF  emmnnt  Christian  mlnislani  be- 
longing to  the  New  Presbyterian,  the  Ro- 
tenoed  Pmbytsrian  Cfavroh,  the  CoBgr^S' 
tienaliate,  Wedeysus,  and  eqieciatly  that  emi- 
aeat  rwMMentalive  of  Out  Chureh  of  the 
Porilans  who  addressed  the  Synod  on  the 
prevtons  day. 
Hr  Remtoh  read  draft  rseolntiona,  which, 
Ob  the  motion  of  Mr  Coopbk,  Fala,  se- 
(■wded  by  Hr  HtrrroM,  Paisley,  were  una- 
aintusly  adopted. 

The  HODBBATOS  said  he  felt  H  his  dn«y  to 
s^  that,  but  (or  the  advanced  period  ef  the 
Byned^  raeettags  at  winch  the  sfibjeet  bad 
nmie  i^  there  would  have  been  a  very  full 
Bttaraaee  ot  the  sentintesta  of  ministers  and 
fUm,  breathing  the  same  spirit  la  was  em- 
lK>Ued  hi  the  overture  and  resrdutloDB. 

The  Synod  (oak  np  raporU  by  tin  Preaby^ 


overture  from  tlie  Pn?sbyt8ry  ot  Carlislo 
1  subject  of  Chrietjan  union  was  reinit- 
a  coiiimitleo  to  bring  «p  a  report  to  neit 


An  overture  by  Iho  session  of  Abbsy  Oloee 
with  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  was  next 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr  Henderson,  mo- 
deratcrof  the  session  which  transmittod  the 
overture,  stating  that  he  could  not  attend  the 
Bynod  to  support  the  overture,  and  e*presMng 
a  hope  that  it  would  receive  the  lavourable 
consideralion  of  the  Bynod, 

Dr  Pkdbib  was  inclined  to  thmk  that,  in 
the  circnmetBnces,  it  should  be  regarded  as  a 
dropped  ovtirtore.  He  thought  it  was  prema- 
ture to  diBcuse  the  sabject  ot  the  oTartnre  at 

"-  "nrroH,  raisiej 

milted  to  the  sam; 


OP  TUB  CHDBCtt. 
Mr  PEnciH,  Treasurer  of  the  Chm^,  re- 
ported that,  by  the  tmst-Bettlement  ot  the  lata 

■^  i-T,_.„  Esq.  of  Co  wdeu  pat*.  Alio*. 

the  Foreign  Missloiis  of  tbv 
..  .__.an  Chnroh,  to  be  payable  in 
ot  L.iOO ;  and  after  all  the  other 
purposes  of  Ma  sottleroent  were  tnlfllled— but 
not  sooner  than  one  year  after  the  laat  annual 
payment  of  L.400— he  directed  his  tTHstees  to 
pay  and  dispose  the  free  residue  of  his  estate 
hii  ofTccto  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Church, 
ono-half  for  the  uses  ot  the  Foreign  Missions, 
and  the  other  halt  for  the  uaea  of  the  Home 
Missions  of  the  Church— declaring  that  the 
Chnrch  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  Mpend  to 
any  one  year  more  tban  one-tenth  part  of  the 
reniJuB.  Mr  Peddie  detailed  certain  proposalB 
on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  and  the  legal  con- 
BultationB  which  he  had  judged  it  necessary  Hi 
prDcure.  He  concluded  by  saying  there  WM 
Bvory  reason  to  believB  that,  besides  the  L.MlOO 
of  legacy  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Fund,  about 
L.26,U00  might  tall  to  the  Synod,  althongh 
not  tor  a  good  ipany  years.  He  made  thM 
'  to  the  Syned  that  it  might  be  ni- 
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nnted,  and  thattbe  Sjnod  might  trtsta  ffhetber 
thev  approved  of  his  conduct  in  the  matter- 
Mr  Kestos,  Kelso,  said,  every  one  who 
had  listaaed  to  the  statement  of  Mr  Feddie 
mnat  be  perfectly  satisfled  with  Che  viem 
whioh  bad  guided  him  in  the  matter,  and  he 
bogged  to  move  that  the  Synod  record  their 
aatisfaction  with  his  Elatement. 

Dr   G.   JoHHBTOB    seconded    the   motioD, 
which  was  unacimoualy  adopted. 


Hr  Prddib,  Treasurer,  reported  that,  ol637 
ooEiffregations,  93  had  been  defaultera  iu  re- 
gard to  the  Sfnod  Fund  collection. 

The  report  wae  approved  of,  and  the  Synod 
■greed  to  recommend  that  the  collection  for 
the  Pond  be  made  io  all  the  oongregationa. 


meeting  on  the  8th  of  Ootober  liM,  Ihil  fhf 
presljylery  have  so  far  re-opened  the  can  at 
to  have  ineerted  in  their  minutes,  UEder  the 
form  of  a  vindication  ef  the  complainer,  a 
Btalement,  to  the  effect  that  Improper  ptachixs 
hod  been  admitted  to  have  taken  place  at  tbg 
St  Andrew's  compstitlan  of  186a  The  cem. 
mlttee  have,  therefore,  to  requmt  the  Synod 
to  make  inquiry  of  the  Presbytery  of  Cuf^r 
whether  the  above  pnblished  atalaneiil  be 

Dr  FrJnRle  was  here  lotermptsd,  and  a 
very  keen  discnssion  ensued,  which  was  not 
ended  when  the  Synod  adjourned. 

The  Moderator  faerv  latimaled  that  the 
hour  of  adjournment  had  arrived,  and  Ur 
KobBrtBon  would  be  heard  in  the  evening. 

The  Synod  accordingly  adjoomed  (ill  hi 


Dr  PrinoI/E  gave  ia  the  ^port  of  the 
Scholarship  Committee,  which  staled  that,  at 
the  eiaminalJon  in  1S60,  there  had  been  4B 
eooipetitote,  of  whom  38  obtained  scbolar- 
■liipe.  The  diligence  and  attainments  evinced 
by  the  exeroisea  were  highly  creditable,  and 
illustrated  favourably  the  beneficial  influence 
of  the  scheme  as  tending  to  elevate  the 
standard  of  literary  eicelleoce  in  the  students. 
BecenUy  publiahed  prize  lists  of  the  Univer- 
sity showed  that  Ibose  to  whom  scholarabipa 
had  been  given,  bad  dietinguLalied  themselvee 
in  their  respective  elates.  The  oommitlee 
oam^tly  directed  the  attention  of 
to  the  low  state  of  their  finance 
ported  that  an  increase  of  L.3O0  or 
''     inual  aubeoriptions  wc 


Tho  Synod  met  again  at  six  r.H.— The 
E«».  Dr  Bobson,  Moderator. 

The  Bev.  Ueeai-s  Drummond  and  A.  C. 
Butherford,  Edinbui^h,  .and  Uilne,  Leith, 
with  their  eldeia,  were  appointed  to  audit  the 
Synod's  aceunots  (or  next  year. 


e  Synod 


iney. 


them  to  work  the 

It  was  agreed,  after  L _   . 

the  report  be  received  and  approved  of. 

Dr  Primole  proceeded  to  read  a  document 
to  the  following  effect :—"  There  is  another 
matter  to  wbich  the  committee  are  constrained 
to  refer.  At  its  last  meeting,  the  Synod  pro- 
nounced the  following  decision  in  the  St 
Andrew's  case:— '  Dismiss  the  complaint; 
approve  of  the  decision  of  the  Scholarship 
Committee,  declaring  the  special  chaises  in- 
vestigated to  be  unaustained  by  the  evidence 
f reduced;  and  while  giving  credit  to  the 
reabylery  of  Cupar  for  wishing  to  call  atten- 

•ompetition,  disapprove  of  the  unconstitu- 
liDOat  course  they  bave  pursued  in  this  case  ; 
and  order  this  deliverance  to  be  inserted  in 
their  minutes.'  The  decision  of  the  Scholar- 
ship Committee  referred  to  in  this  deliverance 
irsB  to  the  following  effect;—' That  the  state- 
ment voluntot-rod  by  Mr  Small  in  withdrawing 
his   charijes' against  certain  students,  supe!> 

tion  of  his  case,  or  of  any  other  matteia  which 
have  been  involved  in  this  complaint;  and 
that  Mr  Small  has  Formed  a  sound  judgment 
as  to  the  total  inadeiiuacy  of  the  evidence  to 
sustain  any  conviction.'  Notwithstanding 
the  foregoing  deliverance  of  Synod  approving 
of  the  committee's  decision  in  this  case,  and 
dismi»sing  the  presbytery's  oomplsint,  it  ap- 
pears from  the  published  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  fresbyteiy  of  Cupar,   at  a 


when  Mr  Finlaysoo's  motion,  that  Uie  Synod 
deem  it  unnecessary,  after  the  ezplHi"^!''"'' 
givsn,  to  make  an  inqniry  into  the  secoud 
pait  of  the  report,  waa  adopted. 


Borne  discussion  took  place  on  a  memorial 

SUie  Cnpar  Presbytery  as  to  the  importance 
jnqoinng  regularly  how  many  sludeaU 
who  ootained  scbolarshipB  failed  to  prosecute 
their  oonrse  of  study  for  the  miniatiy  of  tlie 
Church.  It  was  agreed  to  refer  the  menoiitl 
to  a  committee,  to  take  into  consideration^tlw 
best  means  for  ezetoising  a  more  strict  anil 
efficient  superintendence  of  students  dudig 
their  attendiince  at  the  University. 


The  Synod  next  took  up  an  overture  bj  Uif 
Presbytery  of  Kelso,  praying  the  Synod  to 
petition  Parliament  for  the  abolition  of  tests  in 
the  parochial,  burgh,  and  other  public  sohools 
of  Scotland,  and  appoint  a  committee  towatcli 
any  measures  brought  into  FarliairfEnC  relat- 
ing to  national  education,  and  to  oppose,  b; 
petition,  remonstrance,  and  otber  competent 
means,  any  infringement  of  the  principle  of 
:  Churob,  that  it  is  not  within  the  province 


gio« 


<n  of  tt 


jject,  ai 


lelorthereli- 


department  of  the  education  of  the  youDg 
b^onga  exclusively  to  the  parent  and  tlie 
ChurcTi. 

Mr  Eentos,  Kelso,  supported  tho  overtuie- 
We  are  interested  in  the  oaae  of  the  English 

principle.  There  was  recently  at  Cambridge 
the  son  of  one  of  our  ministers,  who  took  tlie 
highest  honours  of  the  Univenity.   Wherever 


^.^.v-i,,^ 


BSLtOIOVS  IlTTGLLIClBKCE. 


wcniMlilfatti  waj  open  ta  bim,  lie  look  the  flnt 
place.  He  could  hold  a  scholanbip,  he  coaid 
be  lenior  nisugler,  lie  could  Uke  a  firat-closs 
degree,  iritbout  ceasing  to  be  a  member  of  tliis 
Chnnih;  aad  aU  these  he  touh.  But  UQlesa 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Ea|< land 
he  could  Bot  hold  a  foUowebip,  and  because 
ho  cannot  conscientiously  join  that  Church, 
he  foregoes  what  would  have  been  a  handsome 
^dependence  lo  him  for  The  next  half-doion 
jetn,  and  would  have  afforded  him  ample 
opportnoitj  for  the  prosecution  of  bla  atudiee- 
I  UD  not  aiFare  that  ha  OGmplainB  ll  all ;  but 
IkDowthat  diethiguiBhed  men  of  that  UnU 
rereil;  lament  hia  ezalueion,  condemn  the 
Uw  n-hich  exoludee  him,  and,  though  atauQch 
CbLrohmen,  desire  as  sincerely  aa  I  do  that 

wttras  IBe  LniverBicy  cai 

ead  that  the  univereitv  ».,„^.- 
notan 


3  Ion 


Council  gi 

Ur  Caldebwood,  Glasgoir,  mored  that  it 
vaa  inexpedient  to  appoint  a  commitee. 

Mr  HuTTON,  Paisley,  seconded  the  motion. 

Od  a  divuion,  Mr  Calderwood'a  motion  waa 
carried  bj  a  flmall  majority. 


a  fro] 


a  ^uarl 


e  proJBcled  ;  and  what  we  have  to 

Belt  ia,  that  there  be  no  mere  formal  repeal  of 
Ibe  tesL  but  that  the  system  be  dasectarianized, 
a  Dr  Bryce  terms  it. 
Ur  Babertsoii,  Stow,  moved  the  adoption 

nittee  for  the  purpose  therein  named*     In 
dohig  B9,  he  sUted  his  belief  that  a  hill  on  the 


,  out,  ai 


le  was  waiting  for  two  Ihin) 
-an  opportuoiW  for  bringing  it  forward, 

m  expression  ofpubli '-' " ^ 

it  belieTOl  the  bill  v 


on  the  subject 
hey  could  not  establish  a .  national 


hey  retained  the  Privy 


The  Moderator  then  delivered  the  closinS 
address.  After  thanfaing  his  brethren  for  th° 
honour  eonierred  on  him,  and  referring  to  th* 
nnusuallT  large  roll  of  causea,  he  aaid  that 
these  had  been  dlaoussad  in  a  spirit  of  Chrio- 
tian  brotherhood.  The  Moderator  proceeded 
toDotice  tbeleadlngfeatures  of  the  Synod's pn>- 
oeedings,  alluding  especially  to  the  interesting 
addresses  and  report^t  the  missionary  meet- 
ing oa  the  Wedneaday  evening,  lo  the  cheer- 
ing statements  at  the  conference  on  the  revival 
movement,  and  Co  the  delightful  intercourse 
which  they  had  had  with  their  brethren  from 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England.  In  re- 
gard to  the  protracts  discuesion  in  reference 
to  the  apiritual  independence  of  the  Chnrchf 

regard  to  the  partianlar  aspects  of  the  case 


bead  but  its  Divine  Head.  It  i< 
gratitude  that  I  am  able  to  make  this  Btafc- 
ment,  and  1  fed  quite  persuaded  that  with  the 
statement  you  will  moat  cordially  concur. 
The  days  in  which  we  have  been  together 
have  passed  away  very  pleasantly,  and  I  trust 
very  profitably;  aad  although  there  may  have 
been  an  occasional  breeze  passing  over  our 
surface,  yet  it  has  been  a  healthful  breeze. 
The  proceedings  of  the  Svnod  were  then 


PRESBrTEBIAL  PEOCEEDIHGS. 


Arbroath.  —  TliB  presbyte^  mst  at 
Brechin  on  16th  April— the  Rev.  Alex. 
Anderson,  moderator.  Agreed  to  grant 
nlracl  of  his  license  to  Mr  John  Binny, 
preacher,  on  his  request.  Head  a  petition 
for  moderation  in  a  call  from  the  cangre- 
EStiou  of  Msison  Dieu  Lane.  Brechin. 
Messrs  Qeorce  Scott,  Williaro  Black,  and 
Alexander  Millar  appeared  as  commis- 
ilonen,  and  stated  that  the  congregation 
had  agreed  to  offer  the  sum  of  L.iao  of 
*early  stipend,  with  a  manse  valued  at 
L.liO  per  annum,  and  the  interest  of  L.lOO 
for  s  life  insurance  for  the  minister.  They 
»l<o  Elated  that  entire  unanimity  prevailed 
in  the  congregation  in  this  movement ;  on 
which  the  presbytery  agreed  to  grant  the 

Eavetof  the  petition,  and  the  lUv.  Peter 
avidion  wat  appointed  to  moderate  in 
that  congregation,  on  Monday  the  29th 
'<ilt^  at  T  sM.  TranEiDitted  and  recom- 
niended  a  petition  to  the  S^nod  from  the 


Kev.  Joseph  teckie,  late  of  Mnirton,  re- 
qnesting  aid  from  its  funds  in  eonseqnence 
of  his  being  still  an  able  to  resume  active 
labour  in  the  Church.  Entered  on  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  of  preabyterial 
visitation,  when  it  was  fonnd  that  copies 
of  the  plan  agreed  on  at  a  former  sederunt 
had  been  printed,  and  a  mode  of  carrying 
out  said  plan  was  suggested  by  the  Com- 
mittee. After  reasoning,  it  wns  agreed  lo 
circulate  copies  of  the  printed  schedule 
among  the  families  of  our  congregations, 
and  adopt  the  mode  suggested  for  conduct- 
ing the  visitation.  Thanks  were  given  to 
the  committee  for  their  attention  in  the 
matter.  A  digest  of  congregational  sta- 
tistics within  the  bounds  of  the  presbytery, 
for  the  year  ending  with  December  I860, 
was  then  examined  and  approved  of,  and 
thanks  tendered  to  the  committee.  It  was 
agreed  to  print  copies  of  the  digest  for  the 
nee  of  families,  in  the  same  manner  as  last 


30Q  BELICUOUS INTELLIGENCB. 

jear.  Tlie  prealjtery  Ihen  enteret]  on  tha  people  in  Renersl,  and  it  It  to  \m  bpp«d 
consideration  of  certain  jirowiU  and  ap-  with  a  graaier  or  l«sa  aoioutit  of  ipimnal 
peala  laid  on  the  table  by  CunmiijgJBniio-  improveneiit  tonntobarB.  It  wai  resoUed 
Kon,  a  membec  of  the  congregation  of  that  thise  aarnoes  eball  be  continued  in 
Forfar,  against  a  deed  of  that  eeesion,  in  thai  place  for  three  weekl  longer.  Ilirai 
anspending  him  from  the  privileges  of  agreed,  tfaat  at  next  meeling  the  presbj- 
church  membership,  and  proceedings  con-  tery  shall  spend  some  time  in  converse  on 
nectod  theiawith.  Papers  being  read,  and  the  subject  of  reviral  of  religion,  and  par- 
parties  heard  and  removed,  the  presbyter/  ticularly  in  reference  to  the  results  of  the 
unanimously  agreed  to  dismiss  all  the  pro-  prayer-meeliogii  for  promo  ling  that  object,  j 
tests  and  appeals  as  frivolous;  on  which  ibat  have  been  held  for  severe!  moDllu 
the  nppellant  protested  and  appealed  to  past  in  Duntbrmline.  The  next  meeliuH 
the  Synod,  and  craved  extracts.  —  The  of  preabj'tery  to  be  in  I>iinfermline  on 
presbytery  met  again  at  Arbroath  on  7th  To esd ay  the  4th  of  Jnne.— Thepresbytary 
Hay — the  Rev.  Alexander  Anderson,  mo-  met  again  on  the  evening  of  thesaniedaj, 
deraCor.  Called  for  report  of  the  modera-  tor  the  ordination  of  Mr  Alexander  Law, 
tion  at  Maison  Dieu  Lane,  Brechin,  when  probationer,  ai  a  missionary  to  Sonlh  Anl- 
the  Rev.  P.  Davidson  gave  nn  account  of  iralia,  when,  after  the  usual  prelim inariei, 
his  procedure  there  on  2Stli  nil.,  from  the  Hev.  Mr  Jarvie  preached  Irom  John 
which  it  appeared  that  the  call  bad  come  iv.  10.  The  Rev.  Mr  M'Dowall,  moderaicr 
out  unanimously  for  Mr  Alexander  Hatton  far  the  occasion,  aAer  brieiy  narratinelhs 
Drysdale,  probationer.  Bead  the  call,  steps  that  had  been  taken  b;  the  Cdib- 
vrbich  was  signed  by  141  members  in  full  mittee  on  Foreign  Missions  and  the  pret- 
camtnanion,  and  a  paper  of  adherence  byteir,  with  a  view  to  iha  ordination  of 
aigoed  by  41  ordinary  hearers.  Approved  Mr  Law  for  that  work,  put  to  hira  the 
of  the  conduct  of  the  moderator  j  and  questions  of  the  Formula,  when,  by  prayer 
agreed  to  sustain  and  concur  in  the  call,  and  the  Imposition  of  hands,  he  was 
Mr  Drysdale  was  requireij  to  intimate  his  solemnly  ordained  to  the  -ofGce  of  the 
decision  within  the  usual  time,  and  sub-  holy  ministry,  and  set  apart  as  a  mistion- 
jects  of  trial  were  assigned  to  him  in  case  aty  to  labour  in  that  distant  field.  The 
be  should  accept  of  the  same.  IJextmeet-  Ber.  Mr  Young  then  addresied  suitable 
ing  of  presbytery  was  appointed  to  be  held  admonltionB  to  him,  and  lathe  people  who 
at  Brechin,  on  Tneiday  after  the  second  were  present,  and  oonclnded  the  serrjces 
Sabbath  of  Jaly.  tn  the  nsuat  way.  The  Rev.  Dr  SamM- 
Dvn/ermUne. — This  presbytety  met  in  ville,  and  James  Faton,  Esq.,  as  a  depi- 
Alloa  on  the  S4ih  of  April — the  Rev.  Mr  tation  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Missloin, 
Oraham,  moderator— when,  inter  ado,  a  were  present ;  as  also  the  following  minis- 
discourse  was  heard  and  sustained  from  ters,  vjx.,  the  Bev.  Messrs  Brown  and 
Mr  Mathew  Howieson.  The  Bev.  Messrs  Hanter'of  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling ;  tbe 
Toung  and  Russell  were  appointed  mem-  Rev.  Messrs  Gardiner  and  Miller  of  the 
bets  of  the  Committee  of  Bills,  etc.,  in  con.  Presbyteiy  of  Falkirk;  the  Rev.  Mesii* 
section  with  the  ensuing  meeiingafSvaail.  Jacqa'eand  M'Owan  of  the  Presbytery  of 
A  commnnication  was  read  from  the  Home  Perth  ;  the  Bev.  Mr  Whjte  of  the  Fres- 
Secretary  on  the  subject  of  Supplement  of  Uytery  of  Orkney ;.  and  (he  Bev.  J.  dal- 
Stipends,intimatingBcoatetnplatGdGhange  men  from  Caffrania,  and,  b;  invitaliOD, 
in  the  case  of  those  congrcgationa  that  joined  wilt  the  precbytery  is  tba  toleaui 
have  manses.    Dn  the  subject  of  tbe  mode  services, 

of  electing  members  to  the  Board  of  Mis-         Perth. — This  presbytery  rost  on  Ae  7tli 

siouB,  the  presbytery  agreed  to  report  that  May,   and  was  constituted  by  the  Bev. 

they  approve  in  general  of  the  propqsed  Alex.  Toang,  moderator  pro  tam.    Com- 

plan.    The  Bev.  Dr_M'Michael,  convener  missioners  from  the  Tork  Place  Chnieb, 

of  the  presbytery's  committee  on  eongre-  Perth,  presented  a  petition  for  one  of  Ike 

gational   statistics   aud   coatributions  for  presbytery  to  be  appointed  to  moderate  in 

missions,  and  other  objects  appointed  by  a  call  for  one  to  be  their  pastor.    Thepres- 

the  Synod,  presented  a  tabular  digest  of  bytery  cordially  agreed  to  grant  tbe  prayer 

the  statistics  of  the  congregations  far  last  of  the  petition,  aod  appointed  Mr  Bill  to 

J  Ear,  for  which   tbe  presbytery  tendered  preside  in  the  moderatian,   on   the  SOih 

im  sincere  thanlc,  and  instructed  him  to  May,  at  twelve  o'clock  noos.    The  prcs- 

get  a  brief  abstract  of  it  printed  for  circo-  bjtary  then  proceeded  to  indnet  the  Bet. 

lation  among  tbe  people.    The  Rev.  Mr  James  M'Owan,  late  of  Banoockhum,  into 

Toang  reported,  that  the  plan  agreed  to  at  the  pastorate  of  the  Horth  Church,  Fertk, 

last  meeting  for  evangelistic  laOonTs,  had  when  the  tenices  were  conducted  by  Hr 

.  bean  fully  carried  iulo  effect  in  tbe  village  Stirling,  Mr  Jacqne,   and  Mi  Marshall. 

of  Balbesth,   for  five  anccessire  weelu,  IJext  meeting  of  piesbyteir  takes  place  on 

apparently  with  much  eatisfactioa  to  tbe  the  Tiiesda;  after  ihelutSabbathofJaiM- 


SBLIOIOITB  IirrELLIOENCE. 
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ftedut,  Mauon  Dimt  Lane. — Mr  A. 
Hitton  Dneddle,  called  on  the  3Sth  April 
—Bar.  F.  DavidBQii  praeiding. 

Shiavodc  StrttU  Gtoooui.— Th«  Ebt. 
Ur  RoberUoD,  Irrlne,  oall«d  I3th  HkV. 

DvJiar,  lit. — Mr  James  Anderson,  Ed- 
iabnrgh,  called  asd  May— Rer.  A.  C. 
Balb^ord,  Edinbargh,  pTsalding. 


Dta^traliae. — Mr  Alexander  I>bit,  or- 
dained on  (he  £4(li  April,  M  a  raUaionary 
K>  Soalb  Australia  — the  R«v«.  MeMrt 
U'Dotrall  and  Yoan^  ofiBciating, 


Ptrik,  North  Chiirdt.—T\it  Rev.  Jamei 
H'Oiran,  formerlj  of  Bannockbum,  in- 
daeted  on  the  2Uth  May— Rev*.  Meaari 
Stuling,  Jacqne,  and  Manhall,  oficiatlog. 


DiKD,  at  19,  Salttbttry  Road,  Edinburgli, 
M  the  ISth  of  May,  the  Bev.  Jolia  Blteble, 
DJ).,  in  hig  cighnalh  year. 


tliUWOW  BOCISTT   0 


■    a»    MIHIBTEBS 


The  aannal  mseling  of  Ihii  SoeUl;  wm 
beld  upon  Frirla},  the  ISCh  of  April,  whan 
Ibe  report  of  the  proceedinga  of  the  direc- 
ion  for  the  put  year  wa»  read,  and  office- 
tieircrselectedfortheensningjetU'.  There 
Ud  been'L.79  given  among  lix  eates. 
The  perm  en  en  t  capital  now  amonnta  to  np- 
nrdtofL,1950.  The  report,  withoDigirinit 
simei,  adTerted  to  therariety  of  the  cates 
to  nhich  the  Society  had  given  donations 
in  the  coarse  of  ln«t  year,  not  onl^r  in 
•dding  to  the  meani  of  luppoTtin^  famrli«fl 
whose  father  Lad  deceaied,  but  in  atTord- 
uigMd  to  individual  membere  of  the  fami- 
lies of  our  ministen  who  needed  it  for  the 
preiervstion  of  health,  the  prosocntion  of 
education,  andotberwise  for  the  promotion 
of  (heir  welfare ;  and  to  the  other  object 
of  the  Society,  tje^  the  etiltivatlon  of  ac- 
qwintuieeship  among  the  Ibmilleg  of  our 
Biaiiten  in  order  to  their  mataal  counsel 
tndhfllpi  and  to  theaoeial  OMetiBgwhiob 
*u  CDnrcued  for  the  «Tenlog  to  further 
*•  object. 

In  the  evening  the  Society  held  a  conver- 
"uwu  ID  the  Scottish  Exhibition  Boomn, 
Buh  Street.  Invitations  had  been  isaaed 
to  all  children  and  grandchildren  oF  mini- 
tlen  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
"dStcesdonand  Relief  Cftnrahei,  kDOwn 


boarhood.  Upnardg  oi 
including  many  of  the  miniiten  of  the  clljr 
and  neighbourhood,  and  many  of  the  sboa 
of  our  ministers,  both  Ihote  resident  in 
tDim  and  thole  from  the  coantry,  whether 
for  education  or  businesi,  and  the  rest 
comprised  well-known  &ienda  of  out 
Chnrch  in  Qlasgow.  Mr  Hugh  Honcrieff^ 
the  President  of  the  Society,  being  absent 
&om  indisposition,  the  chair  was  taken  by 
Mr  James  Mitchell,  the  Vice-President, 
and  the  meeting  was  opened  with  praye^ 
by  the  Bev.  Dr  Robson.  The  Secretary 
then  read  the  report  above  referred  to,  at 
the  request  ofthe  chairman,  who  addressed 
the  andience  in  illustrniion  of  the  object* 
and  operations  of  the  Society  ;  the  place 
It  held  as  compared  with  congregational 
efforts ;  the  importance  of  its  functions  in 
relation  to  its  objects  and  purposes ;  the 
spirit  in  which  these  should  be  prorided 
for  and  met,  and  the  motives  and  feelings 
in  following  them  ont,  arising  from  early 
principles  and  associations  ;  and  the  sense 
they  had  of  (he  charaoter  of  the  miniaters 
whose  loss  they  lamented. 

After  intervals  for  conversation,  the 
meeting  was  addressed  in  snccession  tir 
the  Rev.  H.  M.  MacGill,  the  Rev.  Alex- 
ander M'Ewen,  and  the  Rer.  Dr  Cairns 
of  Berwiok.  Mr  MacQiH,  in  a  touching 
Mid  effecttvB  Banner,  spoke  of  the  kind- 
nesa  and  beautiful  hospitality  ^vhlch  be  had 
seen  in  tunny  of  the  manses  of  onr  Church, 
and  enforoed  the  claims  of'our  minitleis 
to  better  support,  and  in  faronr  of  tnansea 
being  provided  where  the;  were  not;  and 
while  be  commended  the  sentiments  of  the 
report,  and  the  object  of  the  present  meet- 
ing, he  adveried  to  its  influence  for  good. 
Dr  Calms  followed  in  the  same  strain, 
bore  lestintony  to  the  good  which  the 
Society  had  done  in  one  case  falling  within 
his  own  observation,  and  spoke  ofihe  im- 
portant mission  onr  Church  had — a  mia- 
sion  wiiich  was  apt  to  be  overlooked,  and 
jet  was  beat  fulfilled  by  looking  to  the 
high  aima  set  before  ns,  and  to  realiia 
whjch  much  remained  to  be  done.  Mr 
M'Ewen  adverted  to  (he  dcsirableneM 
of  a  union  beiiig  effected  between  this 
SDcie(y  and  (he  Edinburgh  Sueietj,  so  as 
to  combine  and  strengthen  Ihe  common 
cause,  which,  as  well  as  the  sentiments  of 
the  previona  gpealrers,  he  advocated. 

Mr  Adams'  band  was  in  attendance,  and 
ipany  was  Uso  favoared  by  indi- 


the  meeting  was  concluded  by  devotioBsl 
exercises,  conducted  by  theRev.  Mi  John- 
ston, formerly  of  Eglinton  Street,  and 
latteriy  of  (few  York,  ihe  oldeit  miniller's 
ton  as  well  as  the  oldest  minister  present. 


.  ^.oo^Ic 


"VONTHLT  RETBOSFECT. 

ITOME  or  WEST-  th«  miniscratioDg  of  tlie  Bev.  Dr  King,  iMe 

On  the  9th  May,  the  foundation-stone  of  ,,,„„ 

the  aboTB  church  wa?  laid  bj  John  Hen-  ^"""^ 
derson,  Esq.,  of  Park,  in  presence  of  a 

numeroas  assemblage  of  ladies  and  gentle-  Towabdb  the  cloee  of  March,  ihe  fouuda- 

men,  among  whom  were   the  Revs.  Drs  tioo-slone  of  a  new  cbntch  for  the  United 

Hamilton  and  M'Crie,  the  Her.  Mr  Scott,  Presbjteriancongrcgationin  Slocttonwu 

Manchester,    Mr  Redpath,  London,    Mr  laid,  when  very  LntereslinK  addreBsee— in- 

SimpaoQ,  and  Professor  Ma sson.    A  botlle,  olading  an  admirable  expotilion  of  Prea- 

containing  a.  parchment  with  an  inscrip-  bjterianism  by  the  Rev.  John  Lawsou  of 

lion  stating  the   objects    for  which    the  Selkirk— were  delivered  to  the  large  ti- 

charch  was  erected,  was  deposited  in  the  seniblago  of  people,    A  dinner  afierwaids 

stone.    This  is  one  of  the  churches  in  con-  took  place  in  the  Town  Hall.     A  baiaar, 

nection  with  the  extension  scheme,  which  in  aid  of  the  biiilding  fiind,  proved  emi- 

tiBS  for  its  object  the  erection  of  several  nentlf  succesafol.    From  ail  local  Bounai 

chnrchea  of  our  own  denomination  in  Lon-  that  fund  amoaob  to  upward*  of  t.500. 

don,  and  has  been  for  some  time  nutlet  The  small  congregation  has  done  noblj. 


'    MEETING  OF  SYNOD  OF  THE  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

AsonrpresentNumberislargelyengrossedwitba  report  of  the  late  Synod's  proceed- 
ings, we  propose  that  the  Monthly  Retrospect  should  confine  itself  to  a  brief  Bnnrey 
of  those  proceedings.  No  lover  of  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  our  Church  caji  have 
faUed  to  be  apeciaOy  gratified  with  the  spirit,  character,  and  issue  of  the  many  dii- 
cussions  and  deliberations  at  the  recent  meeting  of  her  Supreme  Court.  Alpnseiit, 
the  United  Preabyterian  Church  is  both  growing  and  working  at  a  rate  unpre- 
cedented in  her  own  history,  and  onparalleled  in  that  of  any  of  tJie  sJEter  denonii- 
nations  in  Scotland ;  she  is  rapidly  "  lengthening  hev  coras,  strengthening  bei 
stakee,"  and  filling  a  wider  and  more  commanding  sphere  of  nsefulness  and  influeuM 
than  she  ever  knew  before,  or  could  have  anticipated  at  bo  early  a,  period.  It  )s 
delightful  to  find  that,  in  her  new  position  of  power  and  prosperity,  she  cultjvstta 
the  virtues  and  graces  which  marked  her  when  she  was  a  small,  obscure,  and  hard- 
struggling  sect.  The  founders  of  that  sect,  if  permitted  to  look  down  upon  tie 
late  Synod,  and  to  note  the  statistita  produoea,  would  scarcely  have  recj^nised 
their  own  denomination  in  the  nobly  developed,  energetic,  and  wealthy  organic*' 
tion  termed  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  with  its  five  or  six  hundred  congre- 
gations, and  its  very  large  annual  income  and  expenditure.  The  group  of  hntfc 
with  which  our  ancestors  were  familiar,  or,  rather,  the  few  tabeniacles  in  tlM 
desert,  ha^e  passed  into  "the  city  set  upon  a  hill,  which  cannot  be  hidden  ;"  but 
they  would  at  once  have  discorered  that  their  multiplied  descendanis  still  held  theii 
own  Secession  principles  and  views,  and  were  knit  together  by  the  same  spirit  of 
concord.  In.  the  elegant  Synod  Hall,  with  its  goodly  rows  of  ministers  andeldew, 
hemmed  in  by  a  crowd  of  eager  listeners,  Erskine  and  Gillespie  would  see  the  same 
"  banner  for  truth"  which  they  themselves  more  than  a  century  ago  lifted  up  in 
the  first  Secession  and  Relief  Presbyteries — where  they  had  the  presence  of  onlf 
one  or  two  brethren,  met  together  in  the  name  of  the  Redeemer,  and  for  the  csiue 
of  His  crown  rights.  We  may  be  sure  that  our  anceetors  would  rejoice  ovw  the 
altered  circumstanccfr~but  the  unaltered  standards — of  the  Church  which  they 
arganiEad.  Our  ministers  and  elders  have  brought  into  the  conspicuons  "  city 
the  same  i«al  for  evangeUcal  truth  and  spiritual  independence  which  charsderind 
the  first  Seceders-'the  dwellers  in  lowly  tents.  It  is  the  good  old  cause  of  Sects- 
1  that,  under  tJie  bJeasing  of  Heaven,  has  conquered  tor  iteelf  a  station  oi 

ous  condition,  its  goodly 

r-increasing  resoorccB,  ai 
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The  congratulittioDB  that  might  arise,  aa  the  lengthy  roll  of  membeiB'  names  vap 
hang  read,  might  well  be  mixed  up  with  pensive  aaeociatioiu,  as  here  and  there  a 
funilUr  name  had  to  he  dropped.  During  the  past  year,  death  haa  removed  not  a 
kv  greatlT  esteemed  minietere  who  were  wont  to  take  a  prominent  part  iu  the 
buainesB  01  the  Synod.  It  may  be  questioned  if  the  clerk  a  mere  drawing  of  his 
pen  through  the  names  of  the  depaxted  be  not  a  rather  formal  yet  unceremonioua 
and  nnbecoming  mode  of  a  Synod's  acknowledging  the  death  of  its  ablest  and  most 
useful  members.  The  fathers  and  brethren  removed  since  the  last  meeting  might 
leceire  a  more  cordial  commemoration,  without  encroaching  in  the  least  upon  the 
precious  time  of  the  Court.  The  Free  Church  displays  a  more  brotherly  and  decent 
tenderness ;  and  the  Moderator  of  the  Assembly  looks  at  the  vacant  places,  and 

517s  special  tributes  to  the  memory  of  the  eminent  men  removed ;  whereas  onr 
jnod,  on  losing  half  of  its  memb^,  would  simply  give  the  order  for  their  names 
to  be  struck  from  the  roll,  and  then  would  hurry  on  to  business.  Perhaps  our 
eiceasive  draad  of  any  violation  of  strict  "  Presbyterian  parity"  leads  us  to  make 
Lttle  of  OUT  great  men  when  they  are  alive,  and  to  take  slight  notice  of  them  when 
they  are  gone.  Yet,  surely,  the  "  green  mound  of  a  grave,"  with  its  "  in  mtmo' 
mm"  to  die  graces  and  ubours  of  a  father  or  brother  in  the  ministry,  would 
neither  disfigure  nor  break  down  the  simple  level — the  one  common  platform  of 
tlie  most  jefJous  Presbyterianism  1 

As  if  to  give  a  more  vivid  and  immediate  idea  of  the  blanks  left  in  the  minis- 
terial tanks  from  year  to  year,  and  to  teach  ua  more  impressively  that  the  "  old 
fimiliar  faces"  are  fast  going,  the  death  of  one  who  for  a  long  period  had  figured 
prominently,  not  only  in  Synod  debates,  but  before  the  public,  in  almost  all  the 
iniitical,  ecclesiastical,  and  social  questions  of  the  age,  tooa  place  during  the  meet- 
lag  of  Synod.  It  was  everywhere  acknowledged  that  Dr  John  Ritchie  was  a  very 
tonarkable  man ;  and  thoeu  former  associates,  who  had  latterly  differed,  or  been 
to  some  extent  alienated  from  him,  were,  on  the  announcement  of  his  death,  eager 
to  testjfy  their  approbation  of  his  many  striking  and  genial  qualities. 

With  the  much  greater  publicity  given  to  the  proceedings  of  our  Synod  by  ex- 
tended newspaper  reports,  the  debating  and  the  generalspeaking  in  that  Court  bare 
Qgaally  improved.  We  believe,  too,  that  even  the  Moderator's  sermon  is  none  the 
irotse.  Formerly,  it  was  such  a  discourse  as  might  have  been  given  to  his  own 
coogregation  on  any  one  of  the  fifty-two  Sabbaths  of  the  year,  or  on  a  Sacrament 
Hoaday.  But  of  late  it  has  discussed  the  denominational  principles,  the  present 
puition,  and  the  immediate  mission  of  our  Church ;  and  has  done  so  in  a  Uterary 
style,  and  with  an  intellectual  vigour  seldom  attempted  before.  Certainly,  the 
every  way  masterly  sermon  of  Dr  Harper,  at  the  opening  of  thelate  Synod,  was  not 
to  be  heard  until  quite  recently.  It  was  a  noble  model  of  what  such  a  performance 
—in  the  standing  circumstances  of  the  Oaited  Presbyterian  Church — should  be: 
enunently  wortiy  of  tiie  Doctor,  both  as  a  minister  and  a  theological  Professor. 
Our  readers  will  do  well  to  study  the  extract  from  the  conclusion,  given  in  oor 
pages  elsewhere. 

There  is  still  less  doubt  that  the  debating  faculty  of  the  Synod  has  been  remark- 
ably developed,  ever  since  verbatim  reports  of  what  is  said  there  have  appeared  in 
the  newspaper  press.  In  those  days  when  even  our  Edinburgh  journals  treated  the 
Synod  as  merely  a  business  committee,  and  publisbM  little  more  than  a  programme 
of  the  tiansactions,  the  oratory  had  much  of  the  looseness  and  tediousness  of  private 
conversation ;  and  this,  instead  of  economizing,  often  sadly  wasted,  the  time  of  the 
Court.  Compared  with  the  debating  speeches  in  the  Established  or  Free  Assembly, 
it  seemed  to  be  but  prosing  talk  in  which  our  Synod  indulged.  But  this  year  -^e 
oratory  of  the  latter  will  l»ar  a  favourable  comparison  with  the  ablest  and  most 
animated  discussions  in  any  other  Ecclesiastical  Court.  And — as  we  could  have 
predicted — the  immensely  improved  speaking  has  accelerated,  instead  of  retan^g, 
ousijeBS,  and  disposed — moat  satisfactorily — of  a  far  larger  list  of  casee  than  ever 
before  engaged  the  attention  of  our  Synod.  Nor  has  thw  new  power  in  debate  de- 
veloped any  new  acrimony  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  an  admirable  temper  was  pre- 
served throughoDt  all  the  discussions.  On  the  last  night  of  the  Synod,  the  speaking 
occBsionally  bordered  upon  perilous  keennees,  but  this  was  because  it  approached 
the  old  style  of  talking,  and  diverged  from  that  of  regular  debate. 
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Happily  the  Sjnod  had  no  loalhsome  case  of  iinmoMBty  on  flw  ^wH  of  office- 
hearers,  calling  for  item  diBcipline.     The  Free  and  Eetabluhed  Conrta  wonld  be 
glad  y  they  conld  show  as  "  clean  a  biB  of  moral  health,"  and  mark  this  year  in 
"  white."    The  Slatefotd  caae,  however,  though  of  a  totally  different  cboMtw, 
WM  extremely  painfnl,  and  disclosed  something  like  a  conspiracy  on  the  psM  of  i 
few  members  of  the  congregation — nnreasonable  malcontents — to  tonnmt  and 
damage  a  most  eremplary  minister,  who  was  entitled  to  their  bsst  support.    Bo4 
the  Edinburgh  Presbytery  and  the  Synod  have  bandied  this  case  in  a  tmly  idinh- 
able  manner  5  and  our  brethren  of  the  Independent  chnichea  would  do-wdl  to  stndj    , 
this  trial,  and  recognise  the  shield  which  PresbytcrianiBra  can  throw  armnd  blsise-    I 
less  and  cruelly-wronged  ministers,  withont  interfering  with  the  rights  and  libratia    I 
of  the  people.     Other  observers  of  tbat  trial  will  be  tempted,  in  ei^tin'g  drmm- 
stances,  to  inqnire  if  there  be  any  likelihocd  of  a  ciril  Court  stepping  fowsri  to 
condemn  the  process  of  invaatigation,  or  to  "  reduce"  the  sentonee. 

The  discussion  which,  at  another  sedenrnt,  took  place  upon  the  uvuttURisboat 
"spiritual  independence."  was  highly  animated  and  interMting,  tbongh  bnognig 
out  greater  variance  of  views  and  sentimeate  than  can  be  regarded  as  satisfoctoiy. 
But  the  events  of  another  year  wiH  tend  to  mature  or  correct  mwiy  a  judgntort, 
and,  in  all  probabihty,  wiU  lead  the  members  of  the  Synod  to  see  eye  to  eye  npoB 
this  important  question. 

The  debate  on  the  overture  for  a  General  Assembly  was,  especially  on  the  pstt 
of  the  elders  who  joined  in  it,  singularly  able.  Dr  Smait  said,  with  not  a  little  butb, 
that  all  the  argument  was  on  the  side  of  the  innovation  ;  but  all  the  feeling  agmnrt 
it.  Yet  this  ought  not  to  have  been  the  case ;  ttnd  the  advocst«8  of  "  things  « 
they  have  been  and  are  "  might  easily  have  provided  themsdvea  with  many  eogcst 

e'  OS.  What  would  be  the  use  of  so  many  revising  and  appeal  comts?  Or,  wh; 
satisfied  with  a  General  Assembly  ?  Why  not,  in  addition  to  provincial  Synoi 
and  a  General  Assembly,  have  a  stiU  moio  select  court,  consisting  of  scores  instead 
of  hundreds  of  representatives?  Nay,  why  not  carry  still  farther  the  exhawtiTe 
process,  and  have  a  judicatory  as  small  and  remote  as  the  Court  of  Chancery  ?  If 
we  quit  our  present  constitution,  why  tamdy  copy  that  ct  the  Church  from  irfMch 
we  seceded  ?  And  where  shall  we  find  a.  pnncipJe  that  shall  condnaivdy  limit  tlie 
number  of  ascending  courts  ? 

A  sederunt  was  devoted  to  the  hearing  of  a  deputation  A^Hn  the  Fresbyttfisn 
Church  in  England.  The  addresses  were  eminently  delightful,  and  augur  wdl  fijr 
lAie  cause  of  union.  We  regret  that  want  of  space  forbids  ns  to  do  more  than  simply 
mention  the  great  Missionary  Meeting  in  the  Music  Ball.  Eash  year  we  are  rea- 
lizing more  vividly  that  our  Church  is  distinctively  missionary  both  at  home  and 
abroad ;  and  that  for  her  to  pausie  or  reti^grade  in  missioDary  effort,  would  argue 
the  decline  of  evangelicul  life. 

Dr  Harper  was  worthily  followed  in  the  moderatoxship  by  Dr  Robeon,  whcse 
energy  and  remarkable  geniality  kept  the  basia«ss  ever  "moving  on,"  and  movisg 
smot^y  and  pleasantly. 
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iaiD  the  variety  of  Cbriat's  labours,  the  one  work  He  came  to  perform 
na  oerer  overlooked,  and  He  gave  it  such  promiDenee  on  Ihe  front  of  His 
tile,  that  the  reader  of  His  history  would  not  characterize  Him  other 
ihau  tbe  Sacrifice.  There  was  undistracted  single- mindedaess  in  His  aim. 
After  any  of  His  miraclea,  He  wears  not  the  appearance  of  having  fulfilled 
His  mission,  but  rises  girt  for  something  higher.  At  the  different  stages  of 
Sis  career  He  pauses  not,  as  though  He  were  close  npon  its  crisis,  but  says, 
"Mine  hour  is  not  yet  come."  His  exertions  of  benevolence  were  ever 
sabordinated  to  one  achievement;  and  the  anxious  look  which  He  con- 
ilantly  turns,  however  occupied,  to  Calvary,  indicates  that  there  was  to  b'e 
the  arena  on  which  He  should  for  the  first  time  act  His  part.  Instead  of 
calling  Him  the  healer  of  the  sick,  the  restorer  of  the  dead  and  the  buried, 
yon  feel  that,  whilst  Ho  fully  deserved  such  names,  His  appropriate  title 
conies  from  that  labour  which  was  ever  before  His  thoughts,  and  you 
address  Him  as  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man.  You  do  not  forget 
the  many  scenes  He  made  famous  by  His  wonders,  but  is  He  not  chi^y 
associated  with  the  cross  T 

Indeed,  I  cannot  but  regard  His  going  about  doing  good  as  a  scattering 
of  types  of  what  He  was  to  do  there ;  and  when  He  gives  sight  to  the  blind, 
I  am  led  to  contemplate  Him  subsequently  procuring,  at  the  price  of  His 
life,  the  means  of  opening  the  sin-darkened  understanding ;  when  He  raises 
the  dead,  I  glSnce  forward  to  Him  as  the  Conqueror  over  spiritual  and 
eternal  death  ;  and  when  He  casts  out  devils,  I  gaze  on  Him,  when  after- 
wards, by  a  voice  which  seemed  more  the  expression  of  helplessness  than  of 
authority — for  it  was  an  expiring  cry — He  expelled  all  Hell's  principalities 
and  powers,  not  only  from  the  body,  but  from  the  soul,  which  had  long 
heen  iheir  empire. 

This  grand  work  was  the  substance,  of  which  the  other  acts  of  His 
mercy  were  hut  the  shadows ;  and  to  it  He  devoted  the  unspent  strength  of 
His  arm  and  all  the  fire  of  His  heart.  He  is  truly,  by  strict  purpose  and 
awMtnpliafament,  the  Redeemer.     He  is  not  landed  in  this  position  by  the 
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accidental  treachery  of  Judos,  or  doomed  to  it  by  the  sentence  of  Pilate,  or 
kept  in  it  by  the  close  circle  of  a  bruta]  mob.  He  would  have  occupied  it 
though  these  wicked  agencies  had  been  restrained ;  for  His  one  object  was 
to  offer  Himself  up  as  a  propitiation  for  sin,  aad  our  true  view  of  Him  is 
that  He  was  the  williag  victim  of  Hivine  justice,  and  not  the  preyof  Jewisb 
malignity  and  unbelief. 

It  is  deeply  interesting  to  trace  how  every  inddent,  ao  far'from  lieiBga 
hindrance  or  interruption,  only  girt  Him  with  greater  entbuNaBm,  and 
quickened  Him  into  greater  alacrity  for  His  work.  He  pursues  a  cbangt- 
leea  coarse ;  and  the  unity  of  His  mission,  amid  the  multiplicity  of  Bis 
gracious  employments,  b  ever  remembered  uid  preserved.  One  thing  was 
needful,  one  thing  was  required  of  Him  ;  and  if  the  whole  tenor  of  Eia 
actions  be  the  evidence,  one  thing  He  did,  making  it  the  sole  point  of  everr 
tendency,  and  concentrating  upon  it,  from  His  mysterious  nature,  desirte, 
bopes,  efforts,  life,  and  death,  until  not  sooner  thau  the  very  last  moment 
cosld  He  exclaim,  "  It  is  finished  I" 

If  the  expiation  of  homan  goilt  had  not  been  the  object  of  His  lenvinf 
heaven,  the  innumerable  physical  evils  fearfully  prevalent  in  our  afflicted 
race,  which  He  could  have  destroyed,  would  have  moved  His  benevolence, 
and  kept  Him  from  setting  His  face  as  a  flint  toward  Jerusalem  to  be  end- 
fied,  eo  that  He  might  go  about  longer  doing  good.  Had  the  end  of  Hit 
iacamation  not  been  that  He  might  lay  down  His  life  as  a  ransom  for  m- 
aersi  He  would  never  have  approached  the  cross, — He  would  have  guarded 
that  life  to  the  latest  stage  of  mortality,  that  it  might  be  renowned  for  more 
deeds  of  benevolence.  The  atonement  for  human  guilt,  which  He  presenltd 
by  dying,  was  His  great  work — the  one  thing  needful — the  one  thing 
required  of  Him  aa  the  surety  of  man. 

We  should  know  and  feel  that  we  stand  as.  closely  related  to  this  one  woik 
as  Jesus,  its  Author  and  Finisher,  did.  We  have  to  accept  of  it  as  our  only 
salvation.  To  lay  hold  of  this  one  work,  as  the  usher  in  of  the  guil^  le  tie 
presence  and  favour  of  the  just  God,  is  our  one  duty,  and  it  stands  forth  tite 
monopoly  of  life's  requirements.  Every  moment  which  neglects  this,  thongli 
it  attended  to  a  thousand  other  matters,  and  draw  forth  the  profuse  sweat  of 
industry,  has  done  nothing,  and  been  in  vain  ;  and  though  it  may  have  In 
register  as  its  fruits  alai^  amount  of  earthly  substance,  it  has  gainednothiag. 
Whatever  else  there  may  have  been,  there  has  been  no  act  of  faith  in  tbe 
Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  therefore  we  have  not  Hed  a  step  from  the  wrath  to 
come,  and  the  soul's  eternal  welfare  is  still  unsecured.  Threescore  years  and 
ten  may  have  been  ignorant  of  idleness  ;  but  if  the  man  on  whom  their  hoBrj 
crown' is  has  not  seized  a  Saviour's  righteousness,  and  thus  obtained  God's 
fbrgiveaess  and  love,  they  have  been  all  wasted,  and  he  has  done  as  little 
for  his  real  happiness  as  tbe  child  unborn.  I  see  before  me  faces  whose 
deep  furrows — which  have  often  been  the  full  channels  of  Jhe  brow's  sweat 
— tell  of  long  labours,  and  yet  the  true,  the  great  work  may  never  have 
been  touched.  I  know,  though  I  see  them  not — X  know  the  thousand 
anxious  schemes  which  the  restless  minds  of  those  now  before  me  have 
formed  ;  I  know  tbe  ceaseless  and  uuslumbering  action  of  your  souls.  In 
what  innumerable  ways,  and  upon  what  innumerable  objects,  have  your 
tiloughts  and  passions  been  earnestly  engaged, — what  diligence  and  energy, 
what  irresistible  impulse  and  fiery  haste,  have  been  exhibited — and  all  upon 
trifles — whilst  there  may  not  have  been  one  real  resolution,  or  a  single 
decided  aim  at  the  work  of  salvation  1  The  grave  ia  at  hand  with  its  no- 
work  ;  rest  ia  before  you.    Do  you  rejoice  in  the  freedom  from  toil  which 
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yoa  shall  EdKurtl^  share  in  the  dnstT  Ah,  but  then  the  wotk  of  lalTBtioa 
is  alao  at  aa  eod,  and,  if  unbegun,  is  never  to  be  commenced  I 

With  ua  there  should  be  an  entire  separation  from  whatever  would  pr»- 
rent  or  impede  us  in  this  one  duty.  Let  us  la^  aside  every  weight,  and  (nm 
ourselves  from  every  encumbrance.  Let  us  forsake  &ther  and  mother, 
wife,  houses  and  lands,  all  that  would  entangle.  Single-nindcd  as  the  ovet' 
vbelming  importanoe  of  the  work  may  well  make  as,  we  should  bear  down 
in  fall  and  increasing  impulse  upon  this  end.  It  is  the  one  tiling  needful  j 
and  with  the  advantage  of  being  therefore  distidctly  aware  of  the  true  good 
to  be  parsaed,  and  completdy  iree  from  all  perplexity  and  apprehension 
tbat  we  may  nut  have  chosen  the  best — there  being  only  one  remedy  for  the 
uoner — let  ns  immediately,  widt  the  sacrifice  of  every  pleasure  that  would 
prore  a  hindrance,  strive  under  entreated  grace  to  attain  it.  The  right  ^e 
that  wonld  glance  fondly  on  other  objects,  and  fasten  on  a  different  goal,  it 
would  be  cheap  to  pluck  out ;  tlte  right  hand  that  would  stretch  and  grope 
eUewhere,  interest  demands  that  it  should  be  cut  off.  One  thing  is  needliil, 
far  which  all  other  things  woald  not  give  the  shadow  of  a  compensation. 
Sbould  the  aeqoisUion  of  it  be  trusted  to  the  uncertain  future,  or  del&yed 
even  to  the  next  moment,  which  has  proved-eo  often  treacherous  to  its 
cbaigeT  Whatever  wonld  dissuade  fron  instant  exertion  must  be  treated 
ae  an  enemy,  wishing  to  surprise  ns  by  the  coming  on  of  that  night  when 
M  man  can  work.  In  reference  to  the  one  thing  needful,  all  prayer,  though 
it  should  omit  the  cry  for  daily  bread,  must  never  cease  its  supplicating, 
Qive,  give ;  and  all  effort,  though  regardless  of  the  temporal  cares  of  to- 
BDiTow,  yet  absorbed  in  the  concerns  of  eternity,  must  never  relax. 

In  illustrating  the  text,  I  shall  call  yonr  attention,  first,  to  the  truth  that 
the  source  of  our  evik  is  ene— that,  in  all  their  variety,  they  are  direetly  to 
be  traced  to  sin. 

Sin  is  the  one  finiitful  pairent  of  eH  Ausery  now  and  hereafter.  Sin  is  the 
sting  of  all  pain — the  Sting  of  death— the  stiog  also  of  the  second  death. 

The  source  of  oar  evils  is  one — namely,  sin. 

Need  I  say  that  evils  exist  T  Who  la  blind  to  the  fact  of  bumiui  woe 
wrapped  up  in  every  period  of  5ic?  The  roll  vrritt«n  within  and  without 
with  lamentations,  is  not  merely  a  prophet's,  but  is  also  that  of  the  man 
who  cannot  see  beyond  the  preawt  moment. 

Any  observer,  however  low  his  standard  of  right,  and  however  moderate 
hia  measure  of  happiness,  must  conclude  that  this  world  neither  enjoys  the 
me,  nor  reaches  tlie  other.  The  very  apology  which  is  so  often  pled  &>i  sin, 
"that  it  is  but  human  nature,"  proves  a  worse  and  more  incurable  state  of 
things  than  if  it  had  been  peculiar  to  some.  The  very  ai^ument  which  is 
so  oflen  urged  for  resignation,  that  "  man  is  born  unto  trouble  as  the  sparks 
fly  opwards,"'  and  that  we  all  must  expect  it,  sooner  or  later,  thickens  the 
gloom  more  than  if  only  a  few  had  been  afflicted. 

From  the  man  who  merely  glances  at  the  state  of  his  race,  the  confession 
that  some^iing  is  grievously  wrong  wUI  be  extorted.  He  beholds  universal 
eonfusion,  discord,  misery,  paio,  and  death.  But  when  his  eye  stretches  forth 
into  the  prospects  of  that  race  when  they  shall  pass  away  from  time — when 
he  learns  that  the  Being  who  ^splayed  such  power,  wisdom,  and  love  in  the 
(Teation  and  accommodalaon  of  man,  has  sworn  by  an  unchangeable  oath 
^at  man  shall  be  destroyed,  and  that  there  ia  an  eternity  of  anguish,  priva- 
<ioD,  ud  desptuc  awaiting  him  as  soon  as  this  life  is  spent — what  can  he 
think  f  When  he  sees  that  through  pain  life  leads  but  to  the  grave,  and 
to  Hell,  what  can  he  think  t 
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I  When  he  inspects  haman  condnct  towards  Ood,  he  cannol  wonder  at 
human  destiny  now  or  hereafter.  He  feels  no  anrprise  that  the  propilions 
smile  of  Jehovah,  which  was  the  sunshine  of  Paradise,  should  have  disap- 
peared before  a  frown  which  forms  the  misery  of  eulh,  and  the  darkness 
and  hopelessness  of  hell.  He  reverently  and  fiilly  justifies  God  in  having 
removed  His  &voar  froni  the  human  family,  and  in  placing  them  under  the 
seal  of  a  righteous  doom.  Over  the  heaviest  stroke  of  the  Divine  dis- 
pleasure, he  avows  that  it  was  richly  deserved  by  the  conduct  which  it 
punished. 

Weep  on,  he  exclaims  to  man — weep  on,  and  airffer  still,  and  prepare  jel 
for  greater  calamities  and  fiercer  plagues ;  hope  nothing,  but  live  on  in 
-fear — a  fear  which  will  assuredly  be  realized  ;  and  if,  under  any  affliction, 
^thou  murmurest,  look  to  thy  condact — look  to  thy  conduct.  What  you 
have  done  will  explain  at  once  why  you  sufler.  How  yon  have  treated 
Goi,  and  are  still  treating  Him,  will  tell  plainly  why  He  so  treats  and  nill 
■treat  you.     Man,  look  to  thy  conduct! 

The  evil  element  in  that  conduct  is  sin  ;  and  sin  is  revealed  to  ns  as  the 
.only  creature  or  principle  not  of  Ood,  and  is  His  utter  abomination — Bis 
•perfect  loathing.  It  is  that  prin^^iple  which  takes  and  keeps  man  from  God 
as  his  sole  law,  delight,  and  end  ;  and  where  it  exbts,  should  it  be  otfaer- 
-wiae  accompanied  than  with  the  wrath  of  GiodT 

To  sin  Satan  and  his  host  trace  their  downfall  from  heights  of  glor^ 
■and  joy  into  depths  of  ruin  and  sufi'ering,  and  man  bis  expulsion  from 
-Paradise.  It  is  the  origin  of  all  that  is  painful  and  penal.  It  cursed  the 
ground  ;  so  that  that  ground,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it  gives  support  to  the 
rbody,  only  upon  the  condition  of  hard  and  constant  labour — labour  to  sweat, 
'also  demands  imperiously  that  that  very  body  shall  be  surrendered,  after 
a  few  years,  to  its  dust. 

:  By  one  man  sin  entered  the  world,  and  death  hy  sin  ;  and  so  death  hath 
passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned.  Thus  the  very  fruit  which 
was  so  pleasant  to  the  eyes,  has  closed  these  eyes  for  ever  in  the  slumber  of 
^death.  Thus  that  very  fruit  which  was  so  agreeable  to  the  taste,  has  dc- 
.stroyed  the  very  senses  which  coveted  and  relished  it  so  much. 

Here  sin  has  not  stayed.  Its  mischief  is  inconceivably  greater.  It  has 
separated  us  from  God,  and  converted  all  that  infinite  power  that  was 
-pleased  to  protect  us  into  an  universal  agency  to  overwhelm  us.  It  has  dug 
the  Grave,  and  formed  Hell;  made  Time  misery,  and  Eternity  torture. 
However  great  the  amount  of  wretchedness  at  any  stage  of  a  creature's 
career,  whether  we  are  called  upon  to  contemplate  his  lot  here  or  his  iaie 
hereafter,  we  can  point  to  nothing  of  which  sin  is  not  the  sole  prodncer. 
All  danger  is  hut  the  position  where  sin  has  placed  him. 

Hence,  whenever  sin  was  introduced,  and  before  it  had  made  such  corrup- 
tion as  has  since  sprung  forth,  the  mischief  was  done  ;  and  then  a  remedy 
was  as  necessary  as  ever  it  will  be.  God  accordingly  displayed  His  glorious 
arrangements  for  a  Deliverer.  Before  the  first  sin  had  almost  been  followed 
by  another,  Christ  was  revealed.  Jehovah  delayed  not  His  intervention  of 
love  until  the  iniquity  of  the  Old  World  arose  to  Him  in  urgent  cries.  He 
knew  then,  that  as  soon  as  ever  sin  bad  merely  entered,  before  it  had  brought 
forth  revolting  crimes,  an  unspeakable  and  eternal  curse  clave  to  our  race. 
To  sin,  then,  as  to  the  one  and  the  only  source,  we  trace  the  danger,  the 
'  shame,  the  misery  of  our  state  and  prospects.  Strange  is  it  that  this  one 
:  enemy,  who  has  destroyed  our  .peace  and  safety,  should  be  cherished  by  us 
'  and  gratified  in  the  most  of  its  desires. 
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I  remark,  secondly,  that  the  Sbviout  ia  One. 

To  deatroy  and  make  an  end  of  sin — to  break  down  and  sweep  away  its 
mighty  machinery — to  counteract  its  baneful  effects,  by  obtaining  justification, 
adoption,  and  aanctification  for  those  sold  under  its  captivity, — nay  more,  in 
all  this  to  give  complete  aatiB&clion  to  God  for  the  dishonour  sin  had  wrought, 
was  the  work ;  and  surely  this  would  require  a  legion  of  agents,  and  periods 
upon  periods  of  unreated  toil.  To  undo  what  the  first  Adam  in  a  moment 
did,  where  is  the  second  Adam  that  in  an  age  would  prove  himself  sufficient  t 
Ay,  the  whole  innocent  creatnreship  of  God,  with  the  longest  term,  though 
under  their  feet  tbey  might  have  crushed  Satan,  could  have  done  nothing  in- 
effacing  guilt.  They  could  make  no  atonement  for  sin,  because  tbey  have  no 
superfiux  of  merit  to  present,  and  all  that  they  can  give  is  due  for  ibemselves. 
The  most  splendid  service  which  they  might  intend  to  bestow  aa  a  ransom 
for  man,  would  be  instantly  and  altogether  seized  upon  by  the  law,  their 
creditor,  aa  a  payment  of  their  own  obligations.  And  had  they  any  residue 
af  obedience  to  hand  over  for  ouraakes,  and  put  to  our  account  it  is  n^tber 
of  the  nature  nor  of  the  extent  to  become  in  the  least  our  propitiation. 
The  hands  of  alt  creatures  being  busy  with  their  own  dutiei,  there  was  no' 
hand  among  them  to  help ;  and  if  they  by  some  strange  suapension  of  the 
Divine  law  of  requirement  had  been  free,  could  they  have  arrested  infinite 
justice  by  laying  before  it  an  appeasing  sacrifice  t  They  might  make  every 
eiertion  of  which  created  power  was  capable,  but  with  no  benefit. 

There  is  one  Saviour,  God-equal,  alt  of  whose  doings  for  the  sinner  are 
purely  meritorious,  ainranot  one  of  them  was  required  from  Him  for  Himself, 
and  are  fully  efficacious,  being  Divine.  On  Him  alone  lies  our  help ;  and  aa 
truly  aa  we  have  one  God  to  worship,  besides  whom  there  is  no  God,  so 
tare  we  one  Redeemer  to  trust,  besides  whom  there  ia  no  Redeemer.  We 
bow  to  one  throne  ;  we  must  cling  to  one  cross.  Everywhere  in  nature, 
amid  all  its  objects,  we  perceive  but  one  Creator ;  and  everywhere  in  grace, 
amid  all  ita  facts,  we  must  acknowledge  one  Saviour.  He  singly  sustains 
all  our  hopes.  He  undertakes  in  His  unassisted  strength  the  previously  un- 
tauched  and  untried  cause  of  the  ruined  world.  He  haa  entered  the  field  by 
Himself.  Of  the  people  there  was  none  with  Him.  He  is  alt  alone,  even 
deserted  and  forsaken  by  the  Father.  Need  we  tremble,  lest  thus  we  t>e  in 
peril?  When  He  exclaims,  "  Look  unto  Me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  ye  ends  of 
the  eu'th," — do  we  gaze  doubtingly,  as  if  we  and  atl  those  ends  of  the  earth 
might  yet  be  loatt  No,  that  one  in  Himself  is  mighty  to  save^ — infinitely 
competent  for  His  poet;  and  from  the  fact  that  He  and  none  else  doea  every- 
thing for  us — that  from  flrat  to  taat  each  stage  introduces  Hi  m  as  "  all  in  all "— ; 
we  derive  tlie  very  assurance  of  our  hope.  The  work  is  exclusively  Divine, 
and  therefore  uniformly  Eufficient,  having  never  left  tbe  hands  of  Jesua,  its 
Author  and  finisher,  the  beginning  and  end;  and  hence  have  we  confidence. 
He  is  able  to  save  to  the  very  uttermost ;  and  to  despair  in  His  strength,  is 
more  sinful  than  to  boast  in  our  own  weakness.  It  matters  not  what  may  be 
ihe  amount  of  guilt — His  righteousness  will  meet  it.  If  God,  at  sundry  times, 
and  in  divers  mannera,  has  said  of  Jesus,  in  Hia  character  of  Redeemer,  "This 
19  My  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased,"  completely  satisfied,  b  it 
not  feai'fully  hazardous,  as  well  aa  ahamefully  ungrateful,  for  ua  to  demur  a 
moment,  to  raiae  a  doubt  or  a  suspicioa  of  His  ability  ? 

He  offered  one  sacrifice,  not  to  l>e  repeated,  as  it  was  perfect.  Its  value 
met  the  law,  and  the  law  could  not  condemn  Him  to  an  liour  of  corruption. 
He  rose  from  the  dead,  and  on  this  act  there  was  the  seal  of  acquittal.  Had 
that  sacrifice  l^een  unpresented,  salvation  bad  still  been  unprocured.     What 
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means  that  darkness  over  all  the  loDdf  Is  it  becanae  the  memorable  daj 
bas  passed  without  its  achievement,  and  tberefore  tliat  the  earth,  ta  well  it 
might,  is  wrapping  itself  in  despair,  and  covering  itself  with  sackcloth,  gat- 
landed  with  mourning  as  a  vic^m  to  meet  the  nnaveited  blow  of  its  righteous 
otiraeT  Whj  quake  the  rocks  t  Is  it  to  denote  that  all  hope  has  failed  t  Do 
they  sympathize  with  the  shaken  pillars  of  a  world's  trust?  Why  do  men 
beat  upon  their  breasts,  as  if  to  beat  out  every  lurking  joy  T  la  it  because 
the  human  race  is  still  unredeemed^  Can  it  be  that  in  the  moment  of  trial 
these  are  tokens  of  the  failure  of  mercy's  adventureT  Then,  if  ao,  all  may 
give  Uiemselves  up  for  finally  lost,  and  on  ihe  weak  cross  let  them  fosten 
every  hope  to  mock  their  despair, — nay,  if  that  scheme  has  been  futile,  God 
must  relinquish  His  claims  either  of  being  omnipotent  or  iaithful ;  and  if  He 
could  pursue  us  with  the  broken  law,  we  might  retort  upon  Him  His  broken 
promise  I  But  no :  the  Saviour  who  expired  was  God,  and  His  last  words 
told  that  His  work  was  linished,  and  Creation  sympathized  with  the  pongs 
of  His  agony,  and  not  with  the  shame  of  defeat! 

He  arose  from  the  dead — He  ascended  to  the  throne — He  sent  down  His 
Spirit, — all  in  proof  that  this  mighty  work  had  not  been  loo  much  for  Hia 
■ingle  arm.  He  has  truly  made  an  end  of  sin,  and  brought  in  an  everlast- 
ing righteousness.  He  is  an  all-able  and  all-willing  Saviour ;  and  thb  is 
our  only  Saviour,  to  whom  every  finger  of  God  put  through  the  awful  v^t 
of  the  invisible  has  constantly  pointed. 

Lastly,  There  is  but  one  method  of  availing  ourselves  of  this  Saviour — 
fMth.  "He that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  life:  he  that  helieveth  not  shall 
not  see  life."  "  A-  man  is  justified  by  faith."  "  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved."  I  need  not  add  more  Divine  words  to  show 
that  faith  is  the  one  and  the  only  method  of  obtaining  the  grand  results 
of  Christ's  work.  It  is  the  touch  which  takes  the  virtue  out  of  Christ,  and 
transfers  it  in  alt  its  blessed  value  to  the  guilty.  Christ's  coming  to  maa 
was  the  method  for  the  imputation  of  sin :  man's  ooming  to  Christ  is  tba 
method  for  the  imputation  of  righteousness,  Grace  gave  Christ  a  bodg,  to 
bring  Him  down  to  us,  so  as  to  be  chargeable  with  our  iniquitjes :  grace  giva 
us  a  soul  of  life,  to  raise  us  to  Christ,  to  have  His  merit  put  to  our  account. 
And  we  maintain,  that  as  Christ  might  have  seen  our  undone  nature  with- 
out laying  hold  of  it,  so  we  may  mentally  see  Christ  as  the  all-righteous 
without  embracing  Him.  Fj»ith  is  not  a  mere  creed  written  on  the  under- 
standing, and  classed  with  a  thousand  other  subjects  promiscuously. 
Neither  must  we  regard  it  as  merely  the  creature  of  evidence,  begotten  by 
the  inherent  force  of  truth.  When  we  behold  "  the  things  of  Christ,"  we 
may  be  unable  to  dispute  or  deny,  and  we  may  yield  our  assent;  but  it  is 
only  when  the  Spirit  taketh  of  ijiese  things,  and  shows  them  to  us,  that  we 
are  filled  with  saving  faith.  Faith  is  the  gifl  of  God.  When  we  embrace 
the  Saviour,  it  is  through  granted  grace.  With  all  our  faculties  looking 
upon  the  bright  proofs  of  the  truth,  until  by  Divine  interference  the  scales 
fall  from  our  eyes,  we  are  still  in  darkness.. 

Yet  the  command  comes  to,  because  the  x>bligalaon  lies  upon,  all  to  be- 
lieve ;  and  of  all  sins,  unbelief  is  the  greatest,  and  h  rejection  of  the 
Saviour  the  heaviest  weight  of  condemnation.  Means  are  appointed ;  and 
if  attended  to  with  earnest  diligence,  God  promises  to  make  them  success- 
ful ;  and  before  His  might  unbelief  shall  depart,  and  in  the  day  of  His 
power,  we,  stubborn  by  nature,  shall  become  willing  to  receive  the  Saviour. 
We  are  under  no  interdict  to  ask  God's  Spirit  to  work  faith  in  us;  andob! 
whilst  we  kneel  at  the  throne,  let  ns  beware  lest  we  resist  the  deacendiug 
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agencj,  and  match  agmhist  Hu  wrestling  a  stronger  and  itill  stronger  aa- 
bae  of  anbelief.  With  the  sure  conviction  that  faith  ia  the  only  mode  of 
being  advantaged  by  what  the  Redeemer  has  done,  and  with  the  knowledge 
that  faith  is  not  in  qs,  can  we  ciy  too  fervently  for  it  as  a  gifl,  and  take 
heed  too  anxiously,  leetwe  spurn  it?  Should  we  not  also  rejoice  that, 
through  the  ani^  of  the  mode  of  salvation,  it  can  he  so  clearly  and  con- 
cisely pointed  out,  and  so  quickly  apprehended  t  Believe  in  the  Lord 
Jeaus,  proclaimed  the  apostles ;  and  the  multitude  at  least  knew  the 
■Ksj  of  salvation.  Had  it  been  some  complex  process  through  which  the 
Spirit  had  conveyed  justificatioa,  many,  we  may  say  without  boldness, 
Tould  stiU  have  been  in  their  sins.  Would  the  malefactor  on  the  cross 
have  been  in  Paradise  t  Throngh  grace  it  has  often  become  the  jewel,  the 
pearl  of  great  ptiee,  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  almost  empty  cup  of  life. 

Having  brought  before  you  the  one  thing  needful,  salvation  from  sin,  and 
the  one  way  of  obtaining  it,  faith,  I  solemnly  inquire  whether  you  are  sup- 
plied with  the  unspeakable  gift  1  Search  all  that  you  reckon  property  to 
iKertain  if  this  be  in  it,  and  if  jt  be  wanting,  put  no  value  upon  all  your 
posaessions;  scare  not  away  the  moth  or  the  thief;  you  are  without  what 
is  needful  for  eternity,  and  have  no  treasure  in  heaven.  Inspect  your  aim ; 
and  if  the  attainment  of  tbis  be  not  the  chief  end  of  every  day's  labour,  you 
Died  not  caro  for  being  diligent,  since  you  are  striving  only  for  that  which 
pai^eth,  and  you  are  out  of  the  way  of  what  is  eternal.  You  may  even 
bareao  oonsciousoess  of  this  necessity;  for  it  belongs  to  the  delusions  of 
m  m  this  world,  that  they  induce  ineenaibilily  to  the  moat  pressing  wants. 
Tliere  may  be  no  craving  for  the  bread  of  spiritual  life  ;  and  what  is  this, 
ht  B  sure  token  of  spiritual  death  }  What  body  is  it  that  requires  no 
nouridiment  t  Not  the  healthy  one,  either,  of  the  infant  of  a  day,  or  the 
BiMi  of  threescore  years  and  ten.  Not  even  the  diseased  one ;  for  the 
inme  that  ia  sinking  fast,  still  hungers  and  thirsts.  It  is  the  lifeless  alone 
t^t  requires  no  support,  and  is  pained  by  no  famine.  There  it  is,  stretched 
oDt,  and  not  the  faintest  indication  of  appetite.  Day  after  day  it  asks  no 
food.  The  monrners,  in  their  grief,  cannot  fast  as  fasts  that  corpse.  The 
man  who  feels  not  Ute  need  of  salvation,  is  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins. 
Oh,  the  time  is  coming  when  we  shall  awake  to  the  incessant  craving  pf  this 
Dsceeaity — a  time,  however,  when  that  necessity  ia  not  to  be  satisfied  1 
'ihai,  when  sin  shall  have  no  fascinations  to  turn  the  soul  away  from  its 
>ranta,  we  shall  listen,  though  deaf  now,  to  the  perpetual.  Give,  Give  ! 

Alas  I  how  striking  is  the  contrast  between  Jesus  having  His  work  always 
More  Him,  and  us  always  neglecting  the  one  thing  needful — putting  it  away 
Irom  us,  whilat  ruinous  pursuits  engross  all  our  powers  ^  When  but  twelve 
yeara  of  age,  He  must  be  about  His  Father's  business.  The  enthusiasm  of 
our  youth,  and  the  strength  of  our  manhood,  are  all  directed  away  from 
this  one  thing  needful  to  the  phantoms  of  sin.  It  is  completely  divorced 
from  our  thoughts  iwd  aim  ;  and  we  propose  that  it  shall  be  so  until  we 
reach  the  sombre  vale  of  years,  when  it  may  be  desirable  to  follow  after  it, 
and  abandon  a  worldly  career. 

At  death,  out  of  the  keenest  suffering.  He  exclaimed  victoriously,  The. 
"'wk  is  finished.  Have  we  not  reason  to  fear,  that  when  to  us  the  trying 
BieoieDt  arrives — when  the  night  shall  hare  come  wherein  there  is  no 
oevice— were  we  awake  in  time,  as  we  shortly  will  be  in  eternity— and 
could  our  anguish  over  days  altogether  misspent,  and  energies  misapplied, 
^ad  expression,  it  would  be  in  the  fearful  declaration,  The  work  is  un- 
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Let  us  remember,  that  if  after  death  the  good  part  cannot  be  taken  awaj 
from  those  who  have  chosen  it,  neither  can  it  he  recalled  to  those  who  have 
rejected  it, 
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In  directing  attention  to  the  Universities  of  Germany,  we  do  so  becanse  of 

the  high  position  which  they  have  long  held  among  the  great  institutions  of 
learning  throughout  the  world.  Nowhere  has  learning  been  cultivated  vrilb 
more  diligence  and  devotion.  Every  department  of  human  lore  has  then 
been  minntely  ransacked,  every  subject  of  human  thought  has  there  been 
reasoned  about  with  a  patience  and  minuteness  which  can  hardly  find  a 
parallel  elsewhere.  And  chief  among  the  subjects  of  their  inquiry  and 
speculation  have  been  the  doctrines  of  religion.  By  them  the  Word  of  God 
has  indeed  been  "  tried  ;"  and,  while  some  of  their  learned  men,  wise  in  theff 
own  conceit,  have  professed  to  prove  that  those  things  which  had  been  most 
surely  believed  by  the  Church  for  ages  were  little  better  than  a  &ble,  otben, 
equally  learned,  but  vrith  hearts  more  disposed  to  receive  the  ti-uth,  hai( 
proved  triumphantly  that  our  faith  is  not  vain,  but  is  founded  on  the  trntl 
of  God  most  sure.  Nor  has  the  result  of  such  labours  been  confined  to  their 
own  country.  Over  the  length  and  breadth  of  Christendom  their  worls 
have  been  read,  new  thoughts  on  religious  subjects  have  been  excited  in 
many  minds,  and,  in  consequence,  much  inquiry  has  been  raised,  which  it 
behoves  the  instructors  of  the  Church  to  be  able  to  answer  satisfactorily. 

A  competent  knowledge  of  German  learning  and  speculation  on  these 
subjects' may  be  obtained  from  the  numerous  translations  of  German  books, 
as  well  as  from  other  works  which  appear  in  this  country  ;  but  it  is  moir 
satisfactory  to  obtain  such  knowledge  at  first  hand,  either  from  the  originn) 
works,  or,  still  better,  from  the  lips  of  the  men  themselves.  The  advantages 
of  this,  and  the  facilities  for  obtaining  them,  sre  much  greater  than  many 
suppose  ;  and  we  shall  endeavour  to  show  this  in  the  course  of  our  remarts 
on  the  German  Universities. 

Perhaps  the  best  way  to  convey  a  correct  notion  of  all  will  be  to  notice 
specially  one  of  them  ;  and  we  shall  take  the  University  of  Berlin,  which, 
whether  we  regard  the  number  of  its  students,  the  precision  of  its  manage- 
ment, the  eminence  of  its  professors,  or  its  general  influence,  confessedly 
stands  in  the  first  rank.  Like  almost  all  the  public  institutions  of  Fru^ais, 
it  is  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Government.  ,  The  Govern- 
ment appoints  its  professors,  pays  their  salaries,  and  superintends  its  whole 
management.  The  number  of  teachers  in  it,  of  all  classes,  amounts  dsdhIIj 
to  about  a  hundred  and  sixty.  They  are  divided  into  the  Faculties  of 
Theology,  Medicine,  Law,  and  Philosophy.  In  each  there  is  a  fixed  number 
of  ordinary  professors,  who  are  paid  the  highest  salary.  ITien  there  is  an 
indetinita  number  of  extraordinary  professors,  who  are  paid  a  less  salary, 
and  from  among  whom  usually  the  vacancies  among  the  ordinary  professor! 
are  supplied.  There  is,  lastly,  a  class  of  lecturers,  or,  as  they  are  callei, 
private  teachers,  who  receive  no  salary,  but  who,  notwithstanding,  form  a 
numerous  staff,  and  no  doubt  both  stimulate  the  diligence  of  the  professors 
and  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  whole  University.  Into  this  class  all 
graduates  have  a  right  to  enter,  after  passing  a  slight  trial  (in  addition  to  Ibe 
examination  which  qualifies  for  graduation),  such  as  delivering,  to  the  sslis- 
&ction  of  the  Faculty,  a  lecture  on  the  subject  which  they  propose  to  teach. 
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While  there  are  these  different  grades  arootig  the  profesaors,'  in  regard  to 
salary  and  power  in  the  management  of  the  University,  they  all  stand  on  the 
same  footing  in  relation  to  the  students.  The  certifitiates  of  all  of  them 
possess  the  same  value  in  qualifying  for  graduation,  and  each  retreives  the 
fees  of  those  who  may  attend  his  classes.  It  may  thus  happen  that  even  a 
private  teacher,  who  has  attained  to  great  eminence  in  his  branch,  may,  on 
account  of  the  more  numerons  classes  which  he  attracts,  have  a  greater 
iacome  than  a  teacher  of  a  higher  grade.  The  fees  of  all  the  ulasses  are 
smaller  than  we  are  accustomed  to,  being  less  than  a  third  of  what  is  usually 
charged  in  our  universities.  Students,  however,  commonly  attend  a  greater 
number  of  classes  at  tbe  same  time ;  and  they  can  do  this  very  easily,  as 
many  of  them  meet  only  twice  or  three  times  a  week,  and  tbe  lectures  in  all 
of  them  only  extend  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  While  the  vast  number 
of  profesaora  for  every  branch  of  moral  and  mental  culture  secures  to  this 
its  due  prominence,  the  development  of  the  physical  powers  is  very  properly 
not  overlooked.  There  are'teachers  connected  with  this,  as  with  the  other 
universities  of  Germany,  for  such  exercises  as  gymnastics,  fencing,  and 
riding ;  and  perhaps,  in  this  matter  as  well  as  in  others,  the  example  which 
they  set  us  might  be  followed  with  much  profit. 

The  number  of  students  usually  amounts  to  upwards  of  two  thousand. 
The  greater  part  are  Germans;  but  there  is  a  large  sprinkling  of  foreigners, 
hiiD  this  country,  from  America,  and  from  several  of  the  continental  nations. 
The  entrance  is  strict  enough  for  natives,  as  they  must  nil  bring  from  the 
JTmnasiam  a  certificate  that  they  have  undergone  the  prescribed  examina- 
tions in  languages,  mathematics,  etc.  Consequently  they  do  not  come  at  so 
early  an  age  as  in  Scotland,  the  greater  number  of  them  being  from  seven- 
teen to  twenty  years  of  age.  For  foreigners,  however,  there  is  ready  enough 
admission,  the  matriculation  ticket  of  any  recognised  university  being  a  sure 
psEsport  for  enrolment.  When  a  student  thus  provided  presents  himself  for 
matriculation,  he  must  also  bring  with  him  his  passport,  duly  signed  by  the 
Prussian  Minister  of  the  Interior,  and,  after  giving  full  particulars  respecting 
his  father,  his  father's  profession,  his  own  age  and  place  of  birth,  his  dwell- 
ing in  the  town,  and  the  faculty  which  he  intends  to  join,  and  swearing 
obedience  and  respect  to  the  University  powers,  and  receiving  an  exhorta- 
tion respecting  the  high  privileges  which  are  thus  conferred,  and  the  duties 
incumbent  on  him,  he  is  matriculated  as  a  student  of  the  University.  His 
passport  is  retained,  and,  instead,  he  receives  a  recognitjon-card,  which  he 
is  enjoined  always  to  carry  with  him,  and  which  will  serve  as  a  passport  in 
any  case  in  which  such  a  document  may  be  required  in  the  town.  The 
stadentB  are  kept  entirely  under  thejurisdiction  of  the  University  authorities; 
and,  in  the  event  of  any  of  them  being  engaged  in  any  disturliance  in  the 
town,  and  being  seized  by  the  police,  the  delivering  up  of  this  card  would 
serve  as  bail,  so  that  they  would  be  set  free,  and  the  matter  dealt  with  by 
the  University.  To  render  the  system  complete,  the  University  is  provided 
with  a  prison,  for  the  purpose  of  terrifying  and  punishing  evil-doers  ;  and  it 
is  said  that  troublesome  students  sometimes  find  here  a  place  of  repentance. 
On  the  roll  of  the  professors  of  tbe  present  year,  are  the  names 
of  some  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  different  branches  which  they 
represenL  In  fact,  in  almost  every  department  of  learning  we  may  find 
here  some  professor  of  world-wide  renown.  If  history  be  our  study,  we  have 
a  representative  in  Professor  ron  Banke,  whose  elaborate  researches  and 
interesting  narrative  have  secnred  for  his  "  lives  of  the  Popes,"  and  other 
vorks,  au  eager  reception  in  mimy  lands.     In  philology  we  find  Prt^essoc 
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Bopp,  whose  work  on  "  Comparatire  Ghanunar,"  published  ^ears  ago,  is 
still  regarded  as  the  great  anthorit^  on  the  sutgect.  In  Grecian  literature 
there  is  Professor  Boekh,  whose  name  is  well  known  in  connection  with  that 
study,  and  who  has  done  much,  through  the  press  as  well  as  from  thechtdr, 
to  advance  it.  Here,  too,  we  tied  one  of  the  greatest  living  authoridea  on 
Egyptian  antiquities  in  the  curator  of  that  department  of  the  Kojal  Museum, 
whoisalsoaprofessorintheUniversit;.  Of  philosophy,  besides  other  talented 
teachers,  we  have  an  aUe  exponent  in  Professor  Trendelenburg,  Bat  the 
liat  would  he  toolongwerewe  to  enumerate  all  the  professors  here  who  have 
earned  lor  themselves  a  name  in  the  world  of  letters.  Passing  by,  there- 
fore, many  others  worthy  of  notice  in  the  comprehennve  faculty  of  philo- 
sophy, as  well  as  all  those  who  belong  to  the  faculties  of  law  and  of  medicjoe, 
let  us  observe  some  of  the  names  that  occur  in  the  theological  faculty. 

The  first  whom  we  shall  mention  ia  Professor  Hengstenberg,  whose 
"  Christology  of  the  Old  Testament,"  Commentaries  oh  the  Psalms,  EccIcm- 
aatfis,  the  Song  of  Solomcm,  and  other  works,  which  are  translated  into 
English,  have  made  his  name  known  most  extensively  and  favoursblj 
among  us.  Although  he  has  been  so  long  known  as  an  author,  ha  is  still  in 
appearance  quite  vigorous;  and  if  we  might  judge  from  the  numbers  attending 
his  classes,  usually  amounting  to  about  a  hundred  and  fifly,  he  is  one  of  llie 
most  popular  professors  in  Berlin.  Along  with  some  other  celebrated  men, 
such  as  NitzBch  of  Berlin,  and  Tboluck  of  Halle,  he  has  done  good  service 
to  the  cause  of  truth,  in  turning  the  tide  of  popular  favour  away  iroin  tbe 
pernicious  dor.trines  of  B^tionalism.  He  holds  firmly  evangelical  views,  and 
has  supported  these  with  an  amount  of  letu-ning  and  acumen  which  have 
made  it  impossible  for  the  adversaries  to  retain  their  ground.  He  belongs 
to  what  may  be  called  the  High  Church  party  in  Prussia ;  and,  from  the 
Bxcluslvenese  of  Jiie  opinions,  was  greatly  displeased  widi  the  EvangeUcsl 
Alliance,  because  of  ite  supposed  latitudinarianiem.  He  accordingly  used 
all  his  influence  against  it,  about  the  time  of  the  meeting  in  Berlin,  fonr 
years  ago,  by  writing  bitterly  against  it  in  the  organ  of  his  party,  which 
he  edited,  N'ot withstanding  such  peculiarities,  as  a  professtH-  of  theology 
he  stands  in  the  first  rank ;  and  if  the  use  of  a  professor  be  not  only  to 
communicate  instruction,  but  to  afford  in  his  own  eminence  and  success 
a  stimulus  to  bis  students  to  work  with  diligence  and  enthusiasm,  his  class 
is  one  which  should  he  greatly  prized. 

Professor  Kttzsch  is  another  man  who  stands  in  the  highest  class  of  tbe 
theologians  of  Germany.  He  teaches  Systematic  Theology,  and  has  also 
published  a  treatise  on  this  subject.  His  lectures  are  distinguished  both  by 
profound  thought  and  luminous  exposition,  and  they  are  well  attended. 
Usually  he  has  a  course  delivered  once  a  week  in  Latin ;  and  it  is  highly 
creditable  to  tbe  educational  system  of  Germany,  not  merely  that  a  pr^ea- 
aor  should  be  able  Ireely  to  write  and  to  speak  in  that  lan^age,  but  that  he 
should  find  in  his  students  intelligent  auditors.  Another  name,  though  not 
occupying  so  high  a  rank,  deserves  notice,  that  of  Professtv  Tweeten.  One 
subject  on  which  he  lectures,  Christian  Ethics,  is  what  is  seldom,  if  ever,, 
treated  of  by  professors  in  this  country.  It  includes  the  exposition  of  the 
duties  incumbent  on  men  in  ail  their  different  relations,  as  these  are  detw- 
mined  both  by  the  dictates  of  the  natural  conscience,  and  espedaUy  by  the 
teaching  and  the  examples  of  the  Scriptures.  It  embrar^s  the  consideration 
of  all  doubtful  cases  which  are  likely  to  arise,  where  one  duty  appears  to 
conflict  with  another, — what  are  termed  by  Baxter,  whose  work  on  the  sub- 
ject ia  the  chief  one  we  possess,  "  cases  (^  conscience ;"  and  it  is  manifest 
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that  BDcli  ft  courae  must  be  highly  niefal  to  those  wbo  are  preparing  to 
occapf  the  poeition  of  instractora  and  guides  of  the  flock  of  Christ.  Thero 
are  also  Tonnger  men,  not  yet  so  widely  celebrated,  bat  who  possess  great 
learning  and  talents,  aod  ars  Ukely  to  occupy  prominent  places  in  the  re- 
public of  letters ;  but  these  we  must  pass  by. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction,  that  in  Germany  those  who  occupy 
tbe  highest  place  io  theolc^  for  their  abilities  and  influence,  are  also  men 
of  evangelical  views  and  earnest  piety.  Those  we  have  named  are  illus- 
tiioDs  examples;  and  we  should  find  the  same  thing  if  we  look  to  the  most 
celebrated  thecdogians  in  other  nniversitiesi  In  proof  of  this  we  need  only 
mention  the  names  of  Proteesor  Tholuck  of  Halle,  and  Frofeesor  Bothe  of 
Heidelberg.  Still,  Kadonalism  has  not  altogether  died  oat  yet.  One  pro- 
leasor  in  Berlin  teadies  it  in  tbe  grossest  form.  We  wwv  happy  to  obeerve, 
bowever,  that  his  class  jnilicated,  by  the  small  nnmber  attending  it — not 
Moonting  to  a  dozen— >tbat  sound^  principles  were  in  favour  with  the 
students  than  was  ones  the  case.  Commenting  on  Uie  record  of  the  Fall  in 
Genesis,  this  learned  proieseor  declarod,  that  it  was  quite  a  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  Adam,  by  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  committed  an^  sin,  or  in- 
curred any  punishment:  rather,  he  said,  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  very 
fortunate  incident,  which  led  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  concerning 
Mm,  that  he  should  be  as  a  god,  knowing  good  and  evil.  To  show  the 
variety  of  subjects  which  the  open  system  of  lectureship  calls  forth,  tve  may 
Deotion  the  name  of  another  teacher,  Licentiate  Stranss.  He  is  a  preacher 
in  one  of  the  town  churches,  and  is  tbe  author  of  a  little  work  on  Palestine 
which  is  translated  into  English.  It  contains  the  narrative  of  a  journey 
which  he  made  to  the  Holy  Land  some  years  ago.  Besides  attending  to 
lu9  pastoral  duties,  he  delivers  weekly  two  lectures  in  ib«  University  gra- 
tuitooaly, — one  on  the  O^eography  of  Palestine,  and  the  other  on  a  subject 
which  might  with  much  advantage  receive  mora  attention  from  us,  Uie  His- 
tor;  of  Christian  Missions. 

in  none  of  the  classes  in  the  German  Univeisities  is  there  any  examina- 
tion. There  is  no  check,  either,  on  the  attendance,  at  least  by  calling  a 
cUalogae.  The  students  come  when  they  choose  ;  and  when  there,  simply 
iisten  and  take  notes.  Their  liberty  in  this  respect,  however,  is  not  abused. 
Id  general,  their  attendance  is  most  regular  and  punctual.  They  are  all  in 
thdr  places,  with  their  note-books  before  them,  ready  for  writing,  before 
tbe  professor  enters.  Dnring  the  whole  time  of  the  lecture  their  attention 
13  close,  and  their  demeanour  calm.  There  are  seldom  demonstrations  of 
opinion  by  applause  or  hissing,  snch  as  are  irequenlly  witnessed  in  our 
nniTcrsitieB,  except  in  some  cases,  where  there  is  very  great  extravagance 
on  the  part  of  tfae  professor.  The  want  of  class  examinations  is  somewhat 
supplied  by  a  kind  of  catechetical  meeting  in  each  of  the  faculties,  called  a 
Seminar,  presided  oyer  by  one  of  the  professors.  The  attendance  on  it  is 
voluDlary,  and  there  is  no  fee.  The  students  take  part  in  the  business  of 
tins  class,  by  reading  and  asking  questions,  and  answering  questions  put  by 
the  president.  Such  meetings  are  well  fitted  both  to  increase  the  know- 
led^  Hod  to  stimulate  the  independent  thought  of  the  students. 

There  is  much  freer  intercourse  between  the  professors  and  their  pupils 
thui  with  us.  The  professor  is  easily  accessible.  He  does  not  assume  that ' 
loft;,  infallible  sort  of  air  which  we  sometimes  witness  here.  Some  appoint 
vhat  is  called  a  speaking-hour  in  tbe  afternoon  or  evening,  at  which  they 
are  at  home  to  receive  any  students  who  may  wish  to  converse  with  them  j 
u)d  this  opportunity  is  freely  embraced.    Stadents  in  considerable  nombers 
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may  then  be  met  with,  discussing  with  him  Bobjecta  on  which  lie  las  been 
prelecting,  or  asking  his  advice  op  assistance  on  other  matters.  He  does 
not  deem  it  beneath  his  dignity  even  to  take  walks  with  some  of  them 
occasionally  into  the  country,  and  discass  familiarly  any  subject  which  may 
be  started.  By  such  means  bis  influence  is  mnch  greater  than  if  he  were 
only  reading  a  lecture  once  a  day. 

Among  the  students  themselves,  there  are  namerous  societies  of  various 
kinds.  The  most  of  them  are  devoted  to  social  intercourse,  and  in  these 
the  strongest  brotherly  feeling  is  cherished.  There  are  also  some  others  for 
the  consideration  of  topics  pertaining  to  their  studies.  At  these  a  paper  is 
read  by  one  of  their  members,  and  then  the  subject  is  discussed  by  any  wfao 
may  desire.  Debating  societies,  such  as  are  found  among  our  studenls,  do 
not  exist,  and  would  not  be  tolerated.  It  is  quite  legitimate,  indeed,  to  dis- 
cuss freely  all  points  in  religion,  metaphysics,  and  science,  but  these  are  not 
the  subjects  which  give  life  and  interest  to  anch  societies.  Political  disctis- 
siona  are  forbidden,  and,  probably  irom  the  lack  of  this  element,  the  students 
in  general  prefer  to  exchange  their  ideas  in  a  more  easy  and  genial  way 
than  in  set  debates.  The  grand  stimulus  afforded  by  the  University  to  tbe 
students  to  pursue  their  work  with  diligence,  besides  the  love  for  study  od 
its  own  account  which  it  fosters,  is  to  be  found  in  the  severe  examinations 
which  must  be  undergone  in  order  to  obtain  a  degree.  This  confers  a  tide 
to  teach  in  the  University,  and  must  therefore  be  obtained  by  all  who  be- 
come professors ;  but  it  is  also  sought  for  by  many  more  who  have  no  sncli 
intention.  The  degree  which  is  conferred  in  the  faculties  of  philosophy, 
medicine,  and  law,  is  that  of  Doctor ;  in  the  faculty  of  theology,  it  ia  thM  oS 
Licentiate, — the  degree  of  Doctor  being  kept  as  an  honorary  title,  and  be- 
stowed only  on  men  of  high  theological  talents  and  fame.  Besides  tbe  ex- 
amination undergone  before  the  faculty,  in  each  of  the  Prussian  untreni- 
ties,  which  are  decidedly  the  atrictest,  the  candidate  muat  print  a  Aeaii 
which  is  approved  of,  and  in  a  public  disputation  defend  the  doctrines 
which  are  therein  contained  against  all  comers.  This  is  no  easy  task. 
The  whole  debate  is  conducted  in  I^tin.  Usually  three  students  or  others 
are  appointed  as  opponents.  They  have  an  opportunity  of  studying  the 
thesis  beforehand,  and  of  considering  what  points  in  it  they  may  assail. 
Thus  prepared,  on  the  appointed  day  they  take  their  places  within  the 
circle.  The  dean  of  the  faculty  presides ;  and  there  are  present  commonly 
the  other  professors,  and  as  many  of  the  studenta  and  general  public  as  niflj 
choose.  The  candidate  first  reads  his  thesis,  and  then  intimates  that  those 
who  have  anything  to  object  to  it  may  do  so.  The  first  of  the  opponents 
then  ri^es  and  asaaila  aome  point  in  it,  which  he  may  think  weak  or  unten- 
able. He  pauses,  and  the  candidate  answers.  If  this  should  not  be  quite 
satisfactory,  the  opponent  may  state  on  what  point  he  would  wish  a  Ajller 
defence.  After  obtaining  satisfaction  on  this,  he  proceeds  to  another,  aod 
BO  on,  till  he  has  exhausted  all  his  objections ;  and  these  having  been  satisfac- 
torily met,  he  usually  concludes  by  expressing  his  concurrence  in  the  pro- 
motion of  the  candidate.  The  others  follow  in  turn;  and  the  candidate  then 
throws  out  a  challenge  to  all  outside  the  circle,  to  object  if  they  please  to 
anything  which  he  baa  advanced.  After  the  debate  is  concluded,  the  dean 
addresses  the  candidate  in  Latin,  and  presenta  him  with  his  diploma  ;  and 
after  a  speech  in  reply,  the  ceremony  is  concluded.  Those  who  have  it  in 
prospect  to  pass  through  such  an  ordeal  at  the  end  of  their  course,  it  is 
evident,  have  sufficient  stimulus  to  keep  them  from  spending  their  time  in 
idleness;  and  if  they  should  not  intend  to  undergo  this  examination,  ^ey 
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»-ill  find  in  any  profession  whatever  which  thej  may  follow,  whether  it  be 
ibat  of  preacher,  of  taacher,  of  military  ofBcer,  or  Goverument  official  of  any 
tind,  that  they  must  give  such  proof  of  qualifications  as  requires  their  dili- 
gence while  attending  the  Univeisity. 

WhaX  we  have  staled  of  Berlin  particularly,  in  respect  to  its  celebrated 
Uachers,  its  varied  branches  of  inalruction,  and  its  hard-working  students, 
Implies  more  or  less  to  all  the  other  Universities  of  Germany.  Although  it 
vill  not  be  easy  to  find  another  where  there  is  such  an  array  of  talent  in  all 
departments  ofknowledge  as  here,  yet  in  almost  every  other  university  will 
be  found  men  of  eminence  in  c(ne  branch  or  other.  It  must  be  evident  that 
many  advantages  may  accrue  from  our  students  spending  a  year  or  two  of 
their  preparatory  course  at  such  seats  of  learning.  In  saying  thiSf  we  are 
not  casting  any  reproach  on  our  own  universities  and  halls.  They  are  cer- 
iMnly  valuable  and  efficient  to  the  extent  which  they  profess.  Bnt  there 
are  many  branches  which  are  not  taught  in  tbeni,  which  are  supplied  by  the 
ollieis;  and  even  in  regard  to  those  which  are  taught,  and  taught  efficiently  - 
Lere,  it  must  surely  be  of  advantage  to  study  the  same  subjects,  as  they  are 
|>re3ented  by  minds  trained  after  a  different  system,  and  accustomed  to  treat 
ihem  in  a  different  way  ;  for  "truth,  like  a  torch,  the  more  it's  shook,  it 
ihines."  Independent  of  this,  the  mere  acqnisilian  of  the  language,  which 
tonfesaedly  contains  the  richest  literature  in  theology,  is  surely  worthy  of 
ume  effort;  and  it  will  be  admitted  by  all,  that  there  is  no  way  of  accom- 
{lilsliing  this  more  surely  than  by  living  for  a  time  in  the  country  where  it 
ii  spoken,  and  where  every  incident  in  daily  life  conspires  to  lend  interest 
wi  excitement  to  the  study,  and  even  adds  directly  to  our  stores. 

It  might  be  worthy  of  consideration  for  those  who  have  charge  of  tbe 
education  of  our  students,  whether  encouragement  should  not  be  offered 
them  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advant^es  which  a  session  or  two  in  Ger> 
inany  would  afford.  This  could  only  be  done  indirectly,  yet  it  might  J>e  done 
so  very  efficiently.  If  s  year's  attendance  in  Germany  were  accepted  for  & 
je^ofthe  curriculum  of  theological  study,  we  should  suppose  that  a  very 
fair  recompense  would  be  received  for  the  loss  of  the  presbytery  examina- 
tions, and  the  six  weeks'  lectures  at  the  Sal!.  Nor  need  this  be  regarded  as 
aof  Btartling  innovation.  We  should  only  be  following  the  example  set  us 
in  the  leading  theological  halls  of  Scotland,  in  which,  whether  with  a 
similar  intention  or  not,  what  is  called  a  partial  session  is  allowed  as  one  of 
the  prescribed  four,  during  which  the  student  requires  only  to  enrol  his 
name,  while  his  attendance  on  the  classes  is  lefl  to  his  own  option.  It  ia 
ime  that  the  winter  session  could  be  attended  in  Germany  without  jnter- 
fermg  with  the  session  at  the  Hall ;  but  during  tbe  first  session  it  is  probable 
the  knguage  would  be  but  imperfectly  acquired,  and  comparatively  little 
teneGt  received  from  the  lectures  of  tbe  professors,  and  the  succeeding  sum- 
mer session  would  not  be  ended  before  our  Hall  session  had  commenced. ' 
There  would  be  little  reason,  we  think,  to  apprehend,  as  some  may  do,  any 
danger  to  the  orthodoxy  of  those  who  might  avail  themselrea  of  such  a 
privilege  as  we  have  named.  We  should  expect  it  would  rather  tend  to 
coafirtn  their  attachment  to  the  doctrines  and  the  forms  of  their  own  Church, 
and  that  too  in  the  most  satisfactory  way ;  for  their  adherence  would  then 
be  the  result,  not  only  of  their  early  training,  but  of  a  more  matured  and 
extended  experience.  It  would  tend  to  enlarge  their  views,  to  increase  their 
schoUrahip,  and  greatly  stimulate  their  studies  in  after  years;  and  if  this 
were  the  effect,  as  we  should  confidently  anticipate,  the  Church  at  lai^ 
:  ¥ould  BQQn  reap  the  benefit.  .       ,   '  J.  C.  ' 
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CHAfiOE  TO  TEE  BEV.    JOHN    BAILLIE,  ON    HIS   ORDINATION  AS 
MISSIONARY  TO  CALABAH. 

BT  THE  BET.  ANDKEW  BOBERTSON,  STOW. 

HrDEABBBOTBCB, — Ton  bare  DOW  been  lirii^  &nd  true  God  uioni  our  towiu 
set  apart  to  the  office  of  a  miwionar;,  and  citin,  while  not  a  village  nor  a  dk-  | 
the  highest  office  in  the  Church.  In  Hu  trkt,  however  secluded  or  remote,  it  I 
last  prayer  ^or  Hie  disciplee,  so  simple  in  without  ita  means  of  religiouB  wonhip 
expreffidon,  eo  touching  m  ite  pathoa,  and  and  instmction.  Looking  around  uptm 
BO  comprehcDHive  in  its  wide-embracing  thia,  onr  own,  out  nativeland,  well  mn  I 
and  far-stretching  reach,  aat  Lord,  ad-  w»  esclaim,  "  Behol^  T^hat  God  hiti 
dressing  His  Father,  by  whom  He  wu  wnwgbt  I"  "Thiaistiie  Lord's  dditg: 
about  to  be  glorified,  said,  "  A*  Thoa  '  it  ii  toarvelloM  in  oiur  e;ea." 
hast  sent  Me  into  the  world,  even  so  With  thig  bloNed  and  striking  chuue, 
bave  I  also  sent  them  into  the  world."  however,  new  feelinga  have  b^n  caM 
Our  Saviour  came  from  heaven  to  earth,  into  play,  against  Uie  undue  inflneiKe 
^-Ha  came  as  the  setrf  or  Apoetle  of  of  which  it  is  neoenarj  to  guard.  Thcie 
the  Father ;  and  when,  in  virtue  of  His  who  <  give  tiiemaalveB  to  t^  Lord  u 
mediatorial  authority  as  Head  of  tira  workmin  HiBviHeyaid,haveiKiwiiiuij 
Churcb,  it  fdl  to  Him  to  send  oriqwitJe  atulitrongii)diicemHita,in«ichahigk|f 
Hisdisci^es,  He  sent  them  liao  into  the  favoured  spot  aat^k,  toramaiu  at  kmx 
world.  The  fidd  of  labour,  aa  it  pre*  Society,  purified  and  sweetened  hj  tlie 
BMited  itself  to  Him,  whom  we  call  wholesome  and  eimobliug  leaven  of 
Master  and  Lord,  was  the  world,  llkere  Christianity,  paeseBseB  a  charm  wbicii 
were  then  no  Christian  communitiea  it  is  not  easy  to  resist ;  while  the  pea- 
formed,  DO  churchee  gathered  in  Jndea,  tions  of  honour,  of  usefulnees,  and  era 
nor  in  any  of  the  cities  or  provinces  of  of  worldly  emolument,  which  the  Chnicb 
tbe  Roman  Smpire.  Not  excepting  the  holds  out  to  those  aspiring  to  the  mini-  | 
chosen  laod,  darknesa  covered  tiie  earth,  stoy,  tend,  to  no  inoooaiderable  degree, 
and  groes  darknes  the  ^ple.  Mighty  to  circumscribe  their  vision,  and  unit 
ehang«^  since  that  period  have  taken  tbeirdcsiTes — lowering,  if  I  may  bo  n^ai,  | 
place.  Whole  kingaoms  have  acknow-  not  elevating,  tlie  Christian  plaaono, 
^dged  tbe  claima,  and  come  under  the  from  which  they  should  aee,  not  tbdi  I 
sceptre,  of  the  Redeemer.  Among  these,  country  simpV,  bnt  the  W(»M.  Tiut  is 
OUT  own  nation  stands  forth  pre-emineat.  not  what  shotdd  be.  The  bravest  lotdia  I 
We  cannot  boast  of  such ,  a  sky  aa  tiiat  seeks  the  hottest  of  ibe  fight, — the  vm, 
which  smiles  on  Italy,  nor  can  we  point  and  not  the  restr,  is  tbe  place  in  tbe 
to  Bceaee  of  beauty  or  auUdmity,  exceed-  marshalled  army  which  ha  covets :  «}  | 
ing  in  enchanting  loveliness  or  in  awo-  the  warrior  of  the  Cross,  going  fcatii  tJ 
inspiring  power  what  may  be  witnessed  the  help  of  tbe  Ixird  against  the  michlj,  , 
in  some  otlier  porUons  of  the  globe ;  but  should  buckle  on  his  armour  of  ligot  to  j 
with  aU  the  phyEucal  disadvantages  with  encounter  the  prince  «E  darkness  in  ^ 
wMcb  we  have  to  contend,  no  country  stron^olds.  Ton,  my  dear  young  Mead 
ia  richer  in  those  etements  of  moral  and  raother,  instead  of  tsiryiug  at  bome 
grandeur  and  of  spiritual  wealth  in  with  ua  to  divide  the  qtoil,  have  chceen  I 
which  conmsts  the  true  glory  tA  a  people,  this  better,  nobler  part.  Far  be  it  fron 
aud  which  no  mere  surface,  mat^^  me  to  exalt  you  above  measure,  or  t«  i 
splendour  can  eclipse.  Perhaps  there  is  magni^  your  office  at  the  expense  of  edj  j 
no  spectacle  on  earth,  on  whicli  the  eye  own,  and  that  of  my  revered  and  hon- 
of  angela  or  of  God  can  rest,  aurpaning  oured  &thers  and  brethren  around  dk; 
that  we  are  accustomed  to  behold  on  the  but  1  am  sure  I  give  no  (Meaee  to  HJ 
return  of  every  Chriatiau  Sabbath.  The  when  1  say,  that  I  never  oomQ  into  t1» 
busy  wheels  of  industry  and  of  ccmmarce  [tresence  of  a  missionary  without  fed-  , 
cease ;  and  from  tlie  Queen  upon  tbe  ing,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  a  kind  of 
throne  to  ib^  humblest  of  her  subjects,  inferiority,  leading  me  inwardly  to  et'  I 
from  the  peer  to  the  peasant,  from  the  claim,  "These,  indeed,  are  the  stf- 
merchant  to  th^  mechanic,  all  ranks  and  vanta  of  the  Most  High  God,  that  ehcnr 
classes  may  be  seen  Tepairing  to  the  nttto  men  tbe  way  of  aalvation." 
•aiictnaiy.    Tonnes  reared  to  tbe  onl;        Strive,  tben,  my  young  friwd,  to  ftm  , 
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sren  atill  higher  cMieepUoDB  than  yva  nude  lo  apui  such  gtretuns  m  the  Gab- 

nuj  IwTe  jet  done  of  your  mianonaij  vaier  owae  iti  origin  to  him ;  nor  have 

Bimstrj-,  so  that  yon  may  be  forced  to  later  improveaients  thrown  either  hig 

aj,  with  emotions  at  once  of  pnrfonifd  origins!  dewgn  or  tha  principles  of  ift 

bnmilt^  and  adoring  iiruM,  '''nhatsm  couBtmctiim  into  the  thade.  Themodelof 

I,  and  what  is  my  life,  or  my  father's  ihii  bridge,  for  which  he  obiained  a  inize 

timily  in  Israel,"  that  I  should  haye  fromtbeAgriotiltnralSociety.maystillbe 

been  selected  and  separated  this  day,  Iff  seeD  in  their  rauBemu.   As  to  your  grand- 

tbe  laying  on  ot  the  hands  of  the  prea-  father  by  the  father's  eide,  Mr  Cooper  o! 

bjtery,  to  so  honouraWe  a  work — the  Fata  coiiw  speak  of  him  better  than  I 

ifork  to  wliich  Paul,  tie  great  Apoetle  poaBihly  can,  for  he  was  an  elder  of  his 

of  ibe  GrentileB,  or  of  the  pagan  nations,  seeeion  as  well  as  of  that  of  his  prede- 

WB  set  apart  by  the  SaTionr  Himself,  cewor ;  but  I  am  snre  he  will  bear  me  ont 

vk>s»itium  w  hence  nnto  the  Gen-  iDt«atifyiDg,thatagreat^Nathanaelora 

tiks,  to  preach,  among  the  pushing  and  moreBwitmly-mindedmanthanhewae, 

iddabmiB   nations,   "'the  unsMrchable  is  ramy  to  be  met  with.     Like  the  man 

riches  of  Christ  I"  according  to  God's  own  heart,  he  was  a 

And  having  alluded  to  panaitage,  per-  shepherd,  and  spent  a  perpetual  Babbath 

mit  me,  in  the  pmience  of^  this  assembly,  on  the  hills.     Eia  remains  lie  in  the  city 

toremhid  you,as  wellastoinformthem,  in  which  yon  have  been  ordained.     A 

of  yoiir  boDOuntble  deecent.     Those  who  presentiment  that  his  end  was  aj^iroach- 

baie  gone  before  from  this  wOTld  to  a  ing  led  him,  although  apparently  in  his 

Wtar  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  on  such  usual  health,  -quiatly  to  repair  to  Edin- 

BoccasionasthiB.   For  the  fathers,  God  burgh,  in  wder  that,  without  incon- 

takts  the  children.     You  emphatically  renience  to  his  Mends  and  rektives,  he 

Uong  to  one  of  the  fonuliee  in  Inad.  might    be   buried  in  the  sepulchre  in 

Four  two  grandfatlimt — tiie  one  by  the  which  his  beloved  wife  and  yonr  "  grand- 

falher't,  and  the  other  by  the  mother^  mother  Lois"  had  been  interred.    It  was, 

sde^-are  well  desiring  of  being  recalled  indeed,  a  journey  to  the  grave ;  and  if  in 

to  year  grateful  reeoBection.    One  of  any  case  it  be  allowed  us  to  suppose  that 

ti»HB,  an  elder  of  my  own  congregation,  those  who  walk  closely  with  tneir  God 

*ie  oTdaiaed  by  a  fellow-presbyter  and  receive  forewamings  of  the  future,  it  was 

MQciste  (^  those  who  were  the  cotem-  so  in  his ;  for  the  time  (^  his  departure 

pMariea  of  the  fathers  and  founders  of  had  arrived.      Only   a    brief    interval 

tieUnited  Presbyterian  Church,— 1  refer  elapsed  whan   we  in  the  country  were 

to  Mr  Kidston,  the  father  of  the  late  told,  that  without  pun,  and  seendngly 

Bt  Kidston  of  Glasgow.     Your  grand-  afflicted  with  no  disMse,  Enoch-like,  "be 

tiikts  was  a  man,  Bke  Daniel,  greatly  was  not,  tor  God  took  him." 

bdored,  and  held  in  nniTeTsal  esteem  by  I  might  now  advert   to  your  own 

)U  who  knew  him.     He  was  an  eager  father,  who  but  recently  fell  asleep  in 

'e*fer,weB  versed  in  theoloKT,  and  fond  Jesus,  who,  when  he  lived,  never,  Ithink, 

of  auBsionary  intelligence.    Besides  his  conld  have  had  an  enemy,  and  whose 

piety  and  general  information,  he  had,  happy  fire^de  and   family  circle  were 

what  are  not  always  found  together,  glEkdaenedby  oneof  themostgoiial  and 

fitmnaas  of  OTincipIe  with  Christian  for-  open-hearted  of  men  with  whcan  it  has 

bearance.    He  had  in  him  much  of  the  ever  been  my  lot  to  mingle.     Delicacy 

old  and  the  new, — the  atrictmess  of  the  forbids  me  to  do  more  than  merdymen- 

oW  Seceder,   and'  the  liberaliW  of  the  tion  your  Hurviving  mother, — a  mother 

United   Presbyterian.      Tou   have   too  truly  in  Israel,   and  who   has   alrea<^ 

much  nobility  of  soul  to  be  displeased  given  to  the  Chorch,  and  to  the  Lord, 

*hHi  I  add,  that  he  did  not  move  in  the  three  sons  as  her   contribution  to  the 

higher  walks  of  life.    Seldom  do  1  read  miaaionary  canee.    I  know  something  of 

flat  exqninte  ode  of  Longfellow,  on  the  struggle  she  has  experienced  in  cast- 

"The  Tillage  Blaifemith,"  without  re-  ing  in  her  more  than  widow's  mite  into 

olBng  tie  um^  of   your  venerable  the  treasury  of  the  temple.    But  prind- 

psndaiTe;  noria  it  unworthy  of  notice,  pie  with  her  triumphed  over  affection, 

that  he  manifested  not  a  Kttle  of  that  or  rather,  I  ehouH  say;   affection   and 

luchaiiic^     ingenuity    and    inventive  principle  went  hand  in  hand ;  for,  how- 

Fpver  which  have  been  inherited  by  ever  much  she  loves  her  sons,  ^e  loves 

m  darwidantB.    The  first  iron  bridge  W  Saviour  better.    One  of  these  Mats 
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tutd  his  mind  early  turned  to  the  mis-  studj  revealed  the  secret  of  his  Btraigth, 

Bionary  field,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  for  the  spot  where  he  prayed  was  won 

the  Edinburgh  Presbytery  with  the  view  by  the  friction  of  his  knees.  Missiooari^ 

of  being  or^ined  in  Shetland, — which  especially  muet    bring    down  niiritual 

partakesalmostaa  much  of  the  character  succour  from  on  high.     There  is  little 

of  a  foreign  as  of  a  home  settleoient.  around  them  from  which  a  holy  impulse 

The  eldest  is  at  present  iu  Calabar ;  and  can  be  drawn.     The  moral  atmoephere 

need  J  remark  that  the  name  of  Zerub  is  more  deadly  than  the  clima(«.   aea<x 

Bailtie  is  familiar  to  UB  all  as  a  house-  the  children  of  our  nUBsiouariea  require 

hold  word  ?      I  cannot    pronounce    a  to  be  sent  home,  as  much  to  avoid  the 

higher  eulogium   on  yourself   than   by  contamination  of  intercourse  with  hea- 

aaying,  you  are  worthy  to  be  associated  then     or    but     paHJally     chiisttaDiied 

with  such  a  brother  in  thp  high  places  children,  as  to  obtain  the  advant^tt 

of  the  field.     You  have  both  received  a  of  that  education  which  this  coundj 

more  than  ordinarily  liberal  education,  affords.     The  Church  wisely  and  justlj 

having  added  to  your  other  attainments  is  making  provision  for  this  purpose ;  uA 

a  knowledge  of  medicine,  desirable  in  it-  instead  of  being  a  waste,  it  will  he  i 

self,  but  doubly  valuable  to  a  missionary  saving  of  funds  in  the  long  run  to  the 

in  a  foreign  land.     But  with  these  ad-  Church.     It  will  secure  in  the  chlldroi 

vantages  you  have  obbuned  what  can-  successors   to  the  fathers,   and  it  viH 

not  be  procured  in  the  halls  of  learning ;  enable  the  fathers  to  work  with  num 

you  have  obtained  grace  from  above,  in  heart  and  vigour  in  the  Church's  cause. 

Tirtueofwhich,havingdedicated yourself  Indeed,    our  missionaries  have  peculiar 

to  the  Lord,  and  being  counted  faithful,  trials,  with  which  we  have  little  or  m 

youhavenowbeenputinto  thentinistry.  experience.     Not  only  must   they  t«ir 

I  charge   you,   ther^ore,   my  young  themselvesfromhome,  but,  when  abmad, 

Timothy,  now  that  such  a  trust  has  been  they  must  part  for  a  season  with  their 

committed  to  you,  to  "  be  strong  in  the  children,  just  when  they  are  entwining 

grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus."     "  I  be-  themselves  around  their  hearta,  and  aatt 

seech  you,  therefore,  suffer  the  word  of  require  a  father's  and  a  mother's  cue. 

exhortation."  But  is  there  no  overruling  Providenofrr 

First  of  all.  Walk  humbly  with  God. —  no  Divine  wisdom  in  this?     Does  it  not 

Seek    s^ength    from    above,    whence  drive  the  missionaiT  to  hia  heavenly 

cometh    your  help.     All    self-reliance  Father,  and  keep  him  ever  at  a  throne 

must  be  renounced.  The  commendations  of  grace?    Trials  are  needed  by  all,— 

received  from  fathers  and  brethren  will  and  trials  sanctified  are  bleasiiigs  is  dis- 

be  a  snare  unto  you  if  they  beget  pride  guise.    So  the  missionary  has  his  afflic- 

or  self-confidence.    These,  perhaps,  are  tions   to  bear,  not    that  he  may  be 

.  the  last  evils  I  would  think  of  guarding  crushed  or  weakened  in  his  master^ 

fou  against  were  I  to  proceed  on  what  work,  but  that,  drawn  more  frequently 
know  of  your  character  and  disposi-  and  earnestly  to  the  source  of  all  comfort 
tions,  but  we  have  the  highest  authority  and  spiritual  might,  he  may  be  ^ 
for  saying  that  "  the  heart  is  deceitful  better  able  to  sustain  and  resist  the  con- 
above  aU  things,"  and  that  there  is  tinual  weight  of  surrounding  heathen 
nothing  to  which  poor  fallen  humanity  infiuencea,  that  might  otherwrse  pnsB 
is  more  prone  than  to  self-righteousness  down  his  spirit,  'and  extinguish  the 
and  self-confidence.  A  consciousness  of  spirituality  and  holy  fervour  of  his  WuL 
unworthiness,  and  a  consciousness  of  Walk,  then,  my  trolAer,  humhlif  with  God, 
weakness,  constitute  the  basis  of  spiritual  making  known  unto  H|m  the  requests  of 
growth    and    excellence.     It    is    when  your  heart. 

humbled    OS   sinners    that    Christ    be-         Secondly,  Let  your  ministrations  le  tia 

comes  precious  to  the   soul,  and  it  is  result  of  thought  and  of  carejul  studs- 

when  we  feel  we  are  nothing  that  we  — Habita  of  thought,  of  composition,  and 

,  "  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  which  of  speech,  are  ^  linked  together,  and 

etrengtheneth  us."   Weak  in  yourself,  be  cannot   without   injury  be   dissociateil. 

strong  in  the  J^rd.    Let  your  sufficiency  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that  a 

be  of  God.     Keep   up,  and  if  possible  missionary  need   not  be  a  student,  W 

increase,  your  devotional    habits.      Be  that,  having  the  comparatively  ignorant 

instant  in  prayer.    The  men  wbo  stand  and  uneducated  to  address,  he  may  dia- 

are  the  men  who  kneel.    Henry  Martyn's  pense  with    preparation.    What  some 
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cal!  extempoToneoDS  speech  fg  extempo-  Upoti  mj  Bonl  wit^ot  kindling  some 
nmeous  drivel.  The  power  to  nae  wix&M  portion  of  the  diTinitf  that  eusla  within ; 
without  ideaa,  or  with  only  oommon-  hot  does  Christianity  over  appear  to 
place  ideas  conatantly  repeated,  as  it  ie  greater  advantage,  or  in  more  attraotdve 
one  of  the  eaeieet  of  acquiiementa,  bo  it  coloun,  than  when  ite  truths  and  leesons 
ia  certainly  one  of  the  moet  neelen;  naT,  are  set  forth  in  harmony  with  the  pro- 
it  is  positiTely  pernicious.  The  people  fonndeet  discoveries  of  science,  and  the 
under  such  a  miniBtry  are  poOTly  fed,  nobleet  onward  tendencieB  of  society — 
vhile  the  poverty  of  the  preacher  Btruggting,  it  mav  be,  throi^h  cloud  and 
generally  keeps  pace  with  his  progreaa  in  eun^ine,  throngn  the  gloom  of  super- 
Ufe,  till  at  tengtb,  like  other  old  paupers,  stition,  ibe  opening  twiS^t  of  civil  and 
those  who  eupport  him  are  glad  to  get  religioua  liberty,  the  smoke  of  battle, 
i^uit  of  htm.  I  do  not  mean,  indeed,  to  and  the  guilt  and  horrors  of  internecine 
assert  that  a  minister  at  missionary  strife ;  but  still  all  pressing  and  pointing 
should  always  epeak  from  a  manuscript ;  forwaide  to  that  golden  age  which  pro- 
bat  we  have  the  first  living  authority  on  phete  have  foretold,  and  which  Christ 
our  side,  Lord  Brongham,  for  laying  will  bring  about,  when,  as  King  of 
"it  down  as  a  rule,  admitting  of  no  Bighteolfeneas  and  Prince  of  Peace,  He 
exception,  that  a  man  will  speak  well  in  will  stretch  His  BCeptre  over  a  univewally 
proportion  as  he  has  written  much."  Bnlightened,  disenthralled,  and  legene- 
Sest  assured,  the  power  of  conveying  rat^  race.  Coltivate  yonr  mind,  there- 
important  truth  in  simple  and  appro-  fora,  and  increase  your  knowledge  in 
priaje  langu^e  is  not  the  first,  bat  the  Africa  as  carefully  sa  yon  have  done 
crowning  acquirement,  of  the  labcniona  here ;  and  remember  that  in  your  fntnre 
^dent  and  faithful  minister  -of  Jesus  history,  if  spared,  you  will  have  to  en- 
flirist.  Let  your  ministrations,  there-  counter  men  of  education  and  informa- 
lore,  be  the  result  of  thought  toA  of  tion  both  at  home  and  abroad.  States- 
careful  stndy.  men  hold  interviews  with  miseionaries; 
Thirdiy,  Keep  up  your  reading. —  the  profeaors  in  om  univetsities  recdve 
Maintain  a  constant  contact  not  merelv  with  grstitnde  sometimes  bordering  on 
with  the  Scripturea  of  tmtJi,  but  with  alt  enthusiasm  the  rare  and  precious  gifts 
tinda  of  useful  works,  in  all  branehesof  which  they  occasionally  transmit;  while 
genecal  knowledge  and  literature,  onr  merchant  princes  welcome  them  to 
The  day  has  gone  by  for  associating  their  chambers  of  commerce  and  their 
mere  piety  with  missionary  work.  Rety  places  of  exchange.  How  desirable  is  it, 
is  the  chief,  but  not  the  only  reqaisite.  therefore,  that  you  keep  npyourreading. 
Happily,  the  miBBionaries  of  the  present  and  your  general  acquaintance  with 
da;,  inclnding  tiioee  from  America  as  books  and  literature !  And  may  I  not  be 
veil  as  Europe,  can  boaat  of  men  tA  the  permitted  to  say,  that  as  there  are  mini- 
Mghest  order  of  intellect  and  breadth  of  Bters'  libraries  established  amongst  ns, 
acquirement.  They  have  added  to  oar  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
stores  of  information,  in  almost  every  have  nnsionariea'  librariee  too,  and  thus 
depttrtment  of  inquiry,  to  an  extent  eitend,  on  liberal  and  generous  prin- 
ithich  has  raised  the  missionary  enter-  ciples,  the  benefits  of  these  to  those  who 
prise  incalculably  in  the  general  estims-  stand  equally,  if  not  more,  in  need  of 
tion  of  mankind.  Do  not,  then,  my  dear  the  varied  knowledge  and  quickening 
brother,  lag  behind.     Cultivate,  as  op-  stimulus  they  impart? 

;   portunity  offere,  every  species  of  avail-  And  now,  in    conclusion,  my   dear 

able  knowledge,  and  bruig  your  mind  young  friend  and  brother,  set  apart  this 

by  reading  into  communion  with  th»  day  to  the  miBsionacy  ministry,  and  soon 

waster  spirits  of  tie  world.     No  intel-  separated  from  as  to  find  yourself  in  a 

■    kct  will  ripen  into  blossom,  nor  yi«M  dark  and  distant  portion  of  the  earth,  I 

its  mellow  fruit,  which  does  not  open  would  say.  Finally,  be  of  good  courage, 

itsdf  to  the  raye  of  light  and  heat  that  and  put  your  trust  in  the  Lord.    Go 

Meheingeraitted  from  the  hrightfirma-  into  the   heathen   world,   go   into   the 

"lent  of  elevated  thought,  imt^nstion,  moral  wilderness  of  Africa,  leaning  upon 

snd  feeling,  with  which  God  has  en-  ChriBt  as  your  Beloved;   and  altiough, 

ricbeii  and  is  still  enriching  the  nations  going  oat  from  our  Jeriualem,  you  may 

ot  the  earth.  Thought  suggests  thought,  be  a  little  saddened  in  the  trying  cir- 

'>>e  ^iwks  of  true  genius  cannot  hght  cumstances,  yet  He  will  accompany  you. 
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to  Emmana ;  and  when  you  enter  your  Contribctiohs. — Mr  Bulliehos  gires 
misfdonaiT  dwelling,  He  will  go  in  and  his  coutiibution, — he  has  given  bimedf. 
t&ke  up  Hia  abode  with  you.  Blessed  I  remember  Moffat  describing,  with  that 
Redeemer  I  Thy  presence  ia  promised  to  vein  of  humour  which  is  generally  aa- 
Thy  missionary  berranta,  and  Thy  word  is  Bociated  with  true  genius,  how  he  felt  on 
pledged.  "Goye,"isThineautJioritatiYe  one  occasion  on  retiring  from  a  mia- 
but  encouraging  commission, ' '  and  teach  sionary  meeting.  The  ladies  were  de- 
all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  positing  tbeir  rings  and  jewellery  in  the  . 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  plate,  and  the  gentlemen  the  odd  sums 
Holy  Ghost;  teaching  them  to  observe  that  slumbered  in  their  pockets;  but 
all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  poor  Moffat  was  like  Peter, — silver  and  ' 
you :  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  oven  gold  had  he  none,  but  what  he  had  he 
unto  the  end  of  the  world."  waa  ready  to  give;  he  wished  to  throw 

And  now,    my   Chriatian    friends,   a  — to  elbow  himself,  as  he  expreesed  it- 
closing  word  to  you.     You  have  been  into  the  plate.    We  do  not  ask  you,  bj 
[H'ivileged  to  be  present  on  this  occasion,  friends,   literally   to   do  this  ;    but  ve 
and  lo  witness  a   sublime   and  solemn  would  say.  Throw  your  contributions,  or 
Boene.    The  crowning  of  a  monarch,  to  rather,  firet  of  all,  tbrow  your  hearts 
rule  an  empire,  does  not  create  in  heavea  into   tiie  plate,  and  learn  to  know  the 
BO  much  interest  as  the  ordaining  of  a  luxury  of  doing  good.     What  digtii£(« 
missionary,  to  proclaim  to  the  benighted  and  blesses  any  man  is,  not  what  he  has, 
nations  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.  but  what  he  thinks,  and  feels,  and  doee. 
Those  of  you  who  have  risen  to  just  con-  The  inmate  of  a  p^ace  may  be  without 
ceptions  of  what  is  implied  in  the  trans-  the  materials   of  happiness,   while  Ike 
aoUoDS  of  this  day,  will  have  had  your  dweller  in  a  cottage  may  be  overflowii^ 
mindsandheartsfilledwith  thoughts  and  with  inward  wealth.     No  class  of  dkd 
emotions  to  which  I  cannot  pretend  to  so  really  great  and  so  truly  blessed  aa 
give  adequate  utterance.     But  it  is  not  those  whose  minds  have  been  ennobled, 
^ough  that  on  tliis — shall  I  call  it  the  whose  views  have  been  expanded  u>d 
Mount  of  Transfiguration  ? — you  have  elevated,  and  whose  affections  have  tea 
e^cperienced  for  a  season  it  iB  good  to  be  purified  and  enlarged,  by  co-operation    ■ 
here ;  you  must  carry  into  livmg  prac-  in    missionary    plans    and    enterprise.    I 
tice  the  lessons  of  devotion  and  self-  These  take  hold  of  heaven  and  of  earth,    ' 
sacrifice  which  have  on  this  occasion  and  embrace  at  once  in  tbeir  compre-    ; 
beenso  palpably  placed  before  your  view,  hensive  grasp  the  ages  of  time  and  the 
Mr  Baillie  was  under  no  more  obligation  cycles  of  eternity.     It  is  the  diffusion    I 
to  give  himself  to  the  missionary  work  trf  the  Gcapei  we  contemplate  through-    i 
than  you  or  I,  and  in  him  we  may  be-  out  the  world.     And  what,  my  friends, 
hold  our  substitute.  Here  am  I,  send  me,  can  mateh  the  Gospel  which  wesinead?    I 
has  been   his  response   to  the  call   of  Science  abounds  in  wonders  which  ex- 
Ethiopia,   "  Come  over  and   help  tia."  ceed  the  marvels  of  romance.     Imagins- 
And  having  taken  the  "  young  lad,  and  tion,  in  its  bold^t  flights,  fails  to  over- 
brought  him  to  this  mount,  and  built  an  take    the   mighty   fields   of    space  aod 
altar  and  laid  the  wood  in  order,"  we  matter  which   astronomy  opens  to  the    I 
have  this  day,  as  you  have  seen,  bound  view  ;  but  all  the  amazing  truths  which    | 
him  with  the  cords  of  love  to  the  boms  science  and  philosophy  untold,  do  not  and    I 
of  the  altar,  and  presented  him  as  an  cannot  eclipse  the  glorious  discoveries 
offering  to  the  Lord.     What,  then,  are  of  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.    In-    | 
your  duties,  or  rather  privileges? — for  stead  of  aiminishing,  they  serve  only    . 
duty   and   privilege  in   the  service   of  to  exalt  the  grandeur  of  those  themes    I 
Christ  are  one  and  the  same.  upon  which  the  heralds  of  salvation  are    | 

Prater. — Prayer  to  God  that  He  may  called  on  to  expatiate.    The  greater  the 

bless  the  lad,  the  missionaries  with  whom  wonders  of   creation,    the   greater  the 

he  is  to  labour,  together  with  the  people  mysteries  of  grace.     Let  the  mind  be  ei- 

to  whom  they  are  sent ;— prayer  unto  panded  with  the  loftiest  conceptions  of 

Christ,  and  for  Christ,  that  He  may  make  the  vastneas  of  the  material   univeree,     I 

a  people  willing  in  the  day  of  His  power,  and  of  the  power  and  wisdom  and  good-    , 

and  may  see  of  the  travail  of  His  soul  and  nees  displayed  throughout  its  wide  and 

be  satisfied; — daily,  earnest,  persevering  varied  domains,  we  who  preach  Christ 

prayer, — "  prayer  made  contmually."  can  bring  these  coaceptions  to  the  o«w 
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lliere  to  aid  iu  in  gazing  on  the  bleeding  with  their  winoa  in  Thr  presence,  and 

Lamb,  and  to  fonn  more  and  more  sab-  ascribe    unto    Thee    all    oleesiagn    and 

lime  views  of  that  love  and  condeaoeMion  honour,  and  glory,  and  power;  and  yet, 

which  led  Him,  who  made  the  earth,  the  although  seated  on  Thy  gbrious  throne, 

<    sun,  and  moon,  and  every  star  that  blazes  and  clothed  with  light  as  with  a  garment, 

m  the  firmament,  to  veil   Hia  glory,  to  Thou  haat  for  us  a  loving  heart,  and 

wrap  Himself  in  the  lowly  garments  of  on.   Thy    tender,   sympathizing,   gentle 

humanity,  and  to  bear  our  sins  in  His  boeom,  the  humblest  disciple  here  may 

oTQ  body  on  the  tree.    True  philosophy  lay  his  head.    Let  it  be  ours  for  "Xheie  to 

iathehandmaidof  religion.  Fromwfiat-  consecrate  our  time,  for  Thee  to  conee- 

I    ivet  quarter  it  gathers  its  treasures, —  crate  our  talents,  for  Thee  to  consecrate  ' 

j    whether  from  ocean,  earth,  or  sky, — it  our  gains.  Hast  Thou  not  bought  us  for 

lays  them  as  offerii^  at  the  Redeemer's  Thyself  ?  and  wilt  Thou  not  bring  us  to 

feet     Blessed  Saviour  !   what  sacrifices  Zion  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  on 

I   c!ia  be  too   coetly,    what  labours  too  our  heads,    along  with  the    countless 

I    aiduouB,  which  are  made  or  nndeigone  nations  of  the  saved  whom  Thou  hast 

.    for  Thee !    The  Lord  whom  angels  wor-  redeemed  unto  God  by  Thy  blood,  out  of 

I    ^p,  and  the  Jesus  whom  we  love, —  every  kindred,  aod  tongue,  and  people, 

I   seispbim  and  cherubim  cover  their  faces  and  nation  ?    Amen  and  amen. 


(CnrtEBpunhiirE. 

OUR  THEOLOGICAL  PROFESSORS. 
Letteb  IV. 


Ill  Dear  Sik, — We  have  already  treated  nam^,  Richard  Baxter,  Andrew  Fuller, 
<j[  the  bearing  which  the  position  of  the  and   Edward    Bickerateth,   were   never 
ptofesaoiB  may  have,  first,  upon  tbe  pro-  within  the  doors  either  of  a  college  or 
iffiaws  themselves ;  and,  secondly,  upon  hall.    And  yet  this  does  not  prove  that 
<iie  conduct  of  the  Hall.     The  next  sub-  a  ByRtem  of  training  is  unnecessary.     So 
ject  is  the  influence  which  it  may  have  in  the  present  case,  it  may  merely  prove 
upon  the  students  and  preachers.    And  that  the  abihties  and  the  determination 
lieie  we  may  be  met  by  the  matter-of-  of  the  professors,  and  the  earnestness  of 
tact  objection,  that  the  present  system  the  students,  have  prevailed  over  all  ob- 
is proved   by  its  succeta,   and  that  it  structiona.     Beaidea,  it  is  not  contended 
pmduces  acceptable  and  accomplished  that  the  present  system  has  not  great 
freachera  and  efficient   pastors.     Now,  merite,  though  not  the  best  that  could 
tliia  is  an  objection  which  embraces  a  beadopted.   Besides,  theieis  just  enough 
fact  BO  delightful  to  dwell  upon,  that  we  to  create  theaurmiae,  that  in  a  course  of 
I    Kjoice  in  it,  even  should  it  be  difficult  yeaia   there  might   be   a  deficiency  in 
I    to  answer ;  and  we  admil  that  it  would  Systematic  Theology ;  and  this  arising 
j    becondusive,  if  it  could  be  proved  at  the  from  the  same  causes  we  have  already 
I    aame  time,  that  a  change  of  system  mentioned, — the  diveraty  of  subjects  to 
I    yould  produce  unpopular  preachers  and  be  attended  to,  and  the  difficulty  of  a 
I    Uiefficieot  ministers.   But  this,  we  think,  regular  training  in  ao  short  a  time.  Now, 
cannot  be  established.     It  is  well  known  there  are  three  stages  in  theological  de- 
that  strong  and  versatile  minds  will  bear  terioralion.      The   firat  is,   superficial; 
np  under  the  greatest  disadvantages,  and  the  second,  imcertain;  the  third,  un- 
even Bometimes  appear  the  brighter  for  sound.    The  first  does  not  prevent  ei- 
the  atniggle.    But  this  by  no  means  cellent  preaching,    though   it  may  in 
r^eommeuds  a  disadvantageous  system  course  of  years  hinder  the  edification  of 
M  a  genera!  rule.     Three  of  the  greatest  a   congregation ;  and   ita  general   pre- 
preachera  that  our  country  haa  produced,  valence  would  be  pernicious  to  any  de- 


334  C0tmE8&0Nt>EKCE. 

tiominatioD.     ^e  second  eata  into  the  leogthening  the  seasion.     Itwot^rnal; 

core  of  good  preaching.    If  tbe  preacher  it  mu«  difficult  for  rtudenta  to  pwsecute 

is  uncertain  of  hie  gtonnd,  it  thrown  a  their  deaigM  tor  the  ministry.    Now,  in 

TagucBCBS  into    all   his  services ;    and  the  first  place,  there  are  wmie  palliations. 

should  the  pulpjte  of  any  church  give  The  eeraions  at  the  Hall  would  be  re- 

tliis  uncertain  sound,  then  there  must  duced  from  five  to  four,  which  wouM 

prerul   less   and    lea   edification,   and  save  both  trouble  and  expense'.    Then    . 

latterly  a  deficiency  of  interest.     Now,  there  are  scholarehips  now  which  were   | 

the  Bttperficial  has  a  tendency  to  degene-  unknown  in  the  days  of  our  fatliera.   | 

,  rate  into  the  uncertain,  and  the  uncer-  Then  it  must  be  recollected,  that  not  a 

tain  into  the  unsound,  when  the  ve^  tew  students  have  supplemented  the  pre-    1 

gates  of  salvation  bedn  to  be  shut.     If  sent  system  by  one  or  more  seedonB  spent 

there  is  any  truth,  wien,  in  these  alle-  either  on  the  Continent,  or  in  some  of 

gations,  that  there  is  some  hazard  of  a  our  own  colleges,  ^ich  shows  that  lime 

superficial  theology  srising,  it  fumiehea  can  be  found  for  a  longer  attendann. 

a   subject   of  grave  consideration    and  It  is  admitted  that  there  are  cases  that 

inquiry.  we  cannot  fully  meet,  though  it  ispoa- 

In  propo«ng  a  course  a  little  different,  sible  that  they  might  not  be  found  in- 

wedo  not  advocate  a  system  ot  perpetual,  flurmonntaWe. 

grindiug,  sloven  pupillage.     There  is  a         it  must  be  considered, 'on  the  othn 

danger  of  this  in  tne  present  day,  in  hand,  that  the  attainment  of  a  tbeo- 

which  it   is   taken   for  granted  that  a  logical  education  may  be  rendered  Ux 

young  man  must  move  ever  under  the  easy.     Recently  our  studente  have  been 

eye  of  a  master,  and  be  loaded  with  all  increasing,    and    have    for  some  lime 

kinds  of  tasks,  and  be  crammed  with  reached  a  number  that  has,  in  its  turn, 

every  kind  ot  knowledge.     Lite  is  short,  multiplied  the  number  of  preachers  lo 

and  art  is  long  ;   and  an  ambition  to  such  an  extent  that  they  have  not  enf- 

master  every thmg,  as  in  the  case  of  flcient  employment,  and  have  few  oppor- 

Momer  and  Dr  Parr,  must  lead  to  the  tunitiea  of  being  heard  in  vacancies, 

accomplishment    of    nothing.     And   a  This  is  very  discouraging  ;  and  were  it 

similar  result  must  arise  when  the  cram-  long  to  continue,  would  defeat,  in  the 

ming  system  is  imposed  by  others.     By  case  of  many,  the  very  purpose  for  which 

all  means  let  the  student  have  some  time  education  is  desired.     It  may  be  said    i 

for   miscellaneous   reading,    and,    even  i^hat  this  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chorcb, 

should  he  be  inclined,  to  toUow  out  some  though  cot  for  that  of  preachers.    But    | 

study  to  which  he  is  partial.    But,  at  even  this  would  not  long  continue.    For, 

the  same  time,  let  him  have  an  oppor-  in  obedience  to  the  law  of  supjdy  and    j 

tunity  of  an  efficient  training  in  theo-  demand,   there  would  come  in  tmw  a    . 

logical  literature.  reduction,  and  that  in  tlie  wont  posnble    I 

How,  supposing  that  a  change  in  the  way  ;  for  the  more  thoughtful  and  in-    I 
present  system  should  result  in  a  longer  telligent  aapirantB  after  the  sacred  office 
session,  then  this  opportunity  would  be  would  be  deterred  from  a  course  whidi 
afforded.    In  the  space  of  tour  or  five  had  so  many  chances  of  ending  in  die- 
months'  there  would  be  time  for  deliber-  appointment,  leaving  the  supply  to  come,    i 
atethought  and  extended  inquiry.  Their  with  a  few  exceptions,  from  a  lessehgi-    I 
day  would  not  be  spent  in  hearing  more  hie  source. 

lectures  than  they  could  digest,  nor  their         But  even  if  we  could  say  less  in  ftiTonr 

energies  exhausted  in  listening  to  so  ot  a  longer  session,  and  in  diminntion  of    ' 

manydiscouraea.  Time  would  he  afforded  its  difiiculties,  it  would  not  be  adeciaire    , 

for  an  efficient  training,  for  a  reasonable  argument  a^nst  a  change.     Upon  this    | 

and  profitable,  though  not  burdensome,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  was  said 

seriesof  exercises.    And  then  time  would  in  my  last  paper.     A  beginning  might 

be  afforded  for  an  acquaintance  with  the  be  made  by  a  very  small  addition  to  the 

hhrary,   of  which  the  majority  ot  our  time  already  occupied. 
Students  can  make  little  use  during  ten         It  is  not  requisite  to  occupy  your  valu-     j 

months  in  the  year.    Such  a  ^-stem,  able  space  with  many  remarks  upon  the 

judiciously  conducted,  could  hardly  fail  fourth  subject,  namely,  the  bearing  of 

to  produce  competent  theologians  as  well  the  position  of  our  professors  upon  the 

aa  accomplished  preachers.  Church  in  general.     That  what  would 

But  there  is  a  difficulty  in  the  'way  of  tend  to  tJie  health  and  comfort,  and  on-    i 
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broken  Btadira  of  the  profeflflOM,  Bdd  im-  wrte  of  snbjecta,  and  so  many  evangelical 

prore  tbe  mode  of  conducting  t^e  biui-  efforts  required  from  all  that  afe  com- 

ness  of  the  Hall,  and  conduce  to  tbe  petent  to  tliem,  that  a  profesBor  coiild 

theological  atCainmentB  of  our  atndents,  scarcely  fail  to  have  his  ejiirit  kept  alire. 

and  preachero,    and  miaiatera,    would  And    besidee,    the   experience   already 

&bo  advance  tbe  intereet  of  the  whole  gained  b;  our  present  profesBora  would 

Church,  cannot  be  doubted.    It  WDuld  not  soon  be  forgotten.     Secondly,  What 

nuiBe  a  boM  piety  and  lay  a  bana  of  saith  the  Scripture  ?    There  is  not  much 

principles,  whioh  would  be  permanent  in  aaid  in  the  Scripture   on   the  subject, 

th^  doratioti,  and  support  and  noorisb  But  what  is  said,  if  we  can  riebtlT  de- 

the  Chiietian  gtaoea.     Instead,  however,  cipher  it,  is,  that  a  professor  sbould  be 

of  any  dissertation  upon  a  point  so  ob-  fitted  and  qualified  to  discbai^e  all  the 

tioua,  I  shall  conduae  by  one  or  two  functions  of  the  miulatr;;  thatheshould 

general  Boggeetiona    First,  I  admit  that  occaaiomilly  engage  is  pastoral  labours, 

^ere  is  some  force  in  the  consida^ation  or  what  is  equivalent  to  them ;  but  thai 

fonnerlj  urged  by  you,  that  when  the  be  should  be  witJwut^  fixed  charge-    To 

pBatorate  and  tbe  professorship  are  united  this  I  conceivetheplan  proposed  is  asnear 

in  one  person,  the  work  of  tie  mjninter  as  our  other  arrangemento  will  permit, 

hi  a  tendency  to  impart  a  freshness  to  and  considerablj  nearer  than  our  present 

tbe  spirit  of  the  professor.    But  yet,  in  system.    I  say  nothing  in  r«epect  to 

the  pnsent  day,  there  is  a  large  counter-  firnds,  as  I  thiii  it  likely,  that  if  on  other 

balancing  effect  in  the  labours  oi  the  grounds   it  should   be  judged   eligible, 

minister  preventing  the  atudiea  of  the  funds  would  not  long  be  wanting.   Meau- 

profeaaor,  and  so  hindering  fresh  and  new  while,  with  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind 

liewB  of  hia  aubjeot.    And  then  there  is  indulgence,  and  a  deaire  that  the  Church 

to  be  added,  that  there  are  aucb  inoesaont  ahould  be  guided  to  the  best  result, — I 

ud  multiplied  communicatiooi  on  all  am,  yours  truly,  Besh. 


THE  BELIGIOnS  AWAKENINa  IN  BERWICKSHIRE. 

Sir,— The  shower  of  bksnng  vbidi  kas  moor  djstriot,  there  haro  been  umnerout 
bsaikdescendingonvariouB  pacts  of  Scot-  meetings,  and  de^  intweat. 
land  has  fallen,  oopiooslv  on  its  south-  I  uee  the  word  awakening  in  prefer- 
eastern  county.  Bervickshira  was  wcmt  enea  to  rtBival,  the  former  being  more 
to  be  spoken  of  as  a  Btrongbtdd  of  oomprehensive,  including  those  places 
Hoderatism ;  but  evangelical  preaching  where  there  has  been  a  marked  readiness 
B  now  common  in  the  pulpits  of  tba  to  hear  the  word,  and  a  deep  earnestness 
^tabliriimsnt,  and  a  few  of  its  ministen  in  the  bearers,  wi^out  attcb  decided 
bare  taken  port  in  the  pKBcat  rdigioui  evidence  of  true  cimversum  lo  God  as  is 
movement.  The  awale&ing  has  spread  usually  understood  when  we  speak  of 
OTflT  the  entire  county,  though  in  some  the  revival  of  religion  in  a  community. 
dietticts  it  bae  been  more  dedded  than  For  instance,  in  a  village  in  the  parish 
in  otben.  It  has  extended  along  tbe  of  Eccles,  a  desire  was  expressed  bj  a 
eaet  coast  from  Berwick  to  Go^bums-  few  of  tlie  inhabitants  for  a  s^ta  of 
.  laih,  including  Bummouth,  Eyemouth,  meetings,  ae  they  had  heard  that  such 
and  ColdingliMH  ebore.  la  the  vale  of  meetings  had  been  bleesed  elsewhere, 
tlie  Tweed  it  has  appeared  in.  the  patishfa  The  meetings  began  in  the  middle  of 
of  ladykirk,  Coldetrearo,  and  Eocles.  Harch,  and  were  continued  every  even- 
In  the  vale  of  tbe  Whitadder  it  has  per-  ing  for  a  fortnight,  followed  by  a  weekly 
Tided  tbe  parishes  of  Foulden,  Edrcon,  meeting.  With  the  exception  of  a  young 
^  Chiniside.  It  has  extended  up  the  licentiate,  a  native  of  the  locality,  who 
wie  rf  the  Blackadder  to  Greenlaw  and  took  one  of  the  Sabbatli  evening  meet- 
"Mtjuther.  SevOTSl  pbces  ia  the  vale  ings,  the  discourses  and  addreaeee  have 
H  the  Bya  have  been  bleessd.  In  ths  been  all  delivered  by  ministers  of  tbe 
town  of  Dunse,  and  in  tbe  neighbouring  neighbourhood,  includirig  the  three  be- 
(Uieli  of  IjjDgf  onnaCHB,  in  tiie  Lammu-  longing  to  the  pariah,  assisted  by  others, 
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of  various  denominationa,  from  Cold-  in  Mb  power  to  attend  a  weekly  prayer- 
Btream  and  Kelso.  Tbelargeschoolroom,  meeting  within  a  ehort  distance  of  his 
where  formerly  only  a  very  slender  meet-  own  dwelling,"  It  wag  reasonable  to 
ing  could  be  collected  to  hear  a  sermon  anticipate  good  frnits  from  this  difftiKd 
on  a  week  evening,  wa«  now  filled  every  spirit  of  prayer.  Nor  have  these  antici- 
evening-— on  some  occasions  crowded;  pations  been  disappointed.  Adesirewae 
and  the  eagerness  with  which  the  people  expressed  for  a  seriea  of  meetings  in 
listened  to  the  word  of  God  was  most  consequence  of  the  religious  awakening 
encouraging  and  hopeful.  Several  per-  which  was  manifest  in  the  neighbour- 
sons  who  have  not  been  within  a  church  hood,  and  with  the  view  of  giving  it  a 
for  years,  who  were  living  in  a  state  of  proper  direction.  The  proposal  was  cor- 
total  indifference  to  divine  things,  and  dialJy  entered  into  by  the  United  Fres- 
who  did  not  attend  the  sermons  that  byterian  minister  of  Chixnside,  and  the 
were  occasionally  delivered  in  the  school-  FVce  Church  minister  of  Allanton.  At 
n  Sabbath  evenings,  were  induced,  their  request  other  ministers  took  part' 


by  the  unusual  circumstance  of  seeing  in  the  services,  and  the  movement  i 
people  crowding  to  the  service  night  thoroughly  unsectarian.  The  meetings 
after  night,  and  by  the  kindly  urged  were  held  on  the  evenings  of  Monday, 
invitation  of  their  more  earnest  neigh-  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday,  aa  the  meet 
hours,  to  begin  to  attend  the  meetings,  suitable  for  the  speakers.  They  wen 
and  they  afterwards  spoke  of  them  with  very  successful.  The  following  is  an 
much  interest  and  gratitude.  Such  a  extract  from  a  private  letter  written  by 
series  of  meetings  has  never  been  held  one  who  was  present  at  each  of  the  fiist  i 
in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant,  week's  meetings  : — "  You  will  be  grati- 
and  most  beneficial  reeulte  are  fondly  fied  to  hear  that  our  meetings  have  been 
anticipated.  Tliere  may  be  saving  results  productive  of  great  good.  They  con- 
known  to  God,  though  not  yet  brought  tinued  to  increase  till  the  last.  The 
into  such  prominence  as  to  be  observed  church  was  quito  crowded  on  Wedoesdaf 
byman.  The  seed  is  east  into  the  ground,  evening,  anda  most  delightful  meeting 
and  after  some  time  appears  the  blade,  it  was.  ~  There  have  been  several  cases 
then  the  ear,  and  then  the  ftiU  corn  in  of  conviction  resulting  from  them.  W« 
the  ear.  are  going  to  have  another  series  on  t^e 

The  revival  at  Eyemouth,  in  the  end  same  evening  next  week,  in  the  same 
of  1859  and  beginnmg  of  1860,  was  very  place.  The  desire  expressed  for  it  has 
marked  in  its  characteristics,  and  it  is  been  bo  strong  that  the  ministers  did  not 
still  yielding  good  fruits.  There  has  feel  justified  in  resisting  it."  During 
been  a  freeh  awakening  in  Mareh  this  the  following  week  the  interest  was  evi- 
year,  and  many  who  passed  through  the  dently  deepening,  the  number  of  in- 
exciting  scenes  of  the  former  revivid  quirera  was  considerably  increased,  and 
without  any  decided  reeidts,  appear  now  several  who  were  previotialy  anxious  were 
to  have  undergone  a  saving  change,  now  found  rejoicing  in  Christ  Jeeua,  It 
The  meetings  are  more  numerously  at-  was  an  impressive  sight  to  see  from  seven 
tended,  anda  spirit  of  deep  and  earnest  to  nine  hundred  people  crowding  into  a 
inquiry  prevails.  A  Bible  class,  which  largechnrcltonawe^evening,inamral 
originated  in  the  former  revival,  consist-  district.  The  deep  eamestneeB  that  «M 
ing  of  eighty  yotug  men  and  women,  is  apparent  is  the  audience  reacted  on  the 
continued  with  unchminished  interest.  speakers,  and  he  must  have  been  callous 

In  Hareh  and  April  of  this  year,  ex-  indeed  who  could  fail  to  be  affected  hy 

traordinar^  meetings,  in  point  of  attend-  the  scene.    Several  laymen  took  part  in 

ance  and  mterest,  and  followed  by  ap-  the  devotional  exercises — one  of  them 

parently  blessed  results,  have  been  held  the  accomplished  author  of  the  article 

at  Chimside  and  Allanton.     Of  the  dis-  AgriculluTe  in  the  Encyclop^ia  Bribm- 

trict  around  Chimside  it  is  remarked  in  nica ;  and  it  promises  well  for  the  suc- 

this  Magazine  for  September  last,  "  that  cess  of  a  religious  movement  when  men 

for  some  time  past  an  increased  interest  of  tiis  talent  and  influence  enter  cordially 

in  divine  things  has  been  manifest.    Hine  into  it.     It  goes  far  to  disarm  opposition, 

weekly  fellowship  meetings  are  spread  and  it  secures  the  favoiusble  considera- 

over  the  district.   In  one  village  the  meet-  tion  of  those  who  are  much  under  the 

ing  is  held  twice  a  week ;  and  every  mem-  influence   of  great   names.      No  doabt 

her  of  this  large  congregation  has  it  thia  prayer  for  the  grace  of  the  Hciy  Spirit 
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k  more  important  than  aught  else,  for  of  the  pariah  of  Weatruther,  of  date  the 

withoutHiBgracioiwinfluencenogenuine  Slat  of  January  last,  gives  a  brief  view 

oonTereioD  can  lake  place ;  but  we  must  of  the'good  -work  in  his  parish  : — "  What 

not  deapiae  the  human  instrumentalitf  a  month  this  has  been  I     Here  we  have 

and  coUateral  aid.    There  were  no  pros-  had  during  it  an  extraordinary  work  of 

tratioM  at  any  of  the  meetings,  no  noisy  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  I  may  say  almost 

demonstration  of  feeling,  nothing  more  no   extravagance  has  been  manifested, 

marked  than  a  tearful  attention  to  the  From  the  sixth  day,  the  first  Sabbath  of 

suaplest  illustrations  of  the  Gkepel.    One  this  month,  to  the  third  Sabbath  indu- 

erening  there  was  a  slight  interruption  sive,  I  waa  induced  to  deliver  daily,  at 

during  the  diamiaaal,  by  a  young  woman  different  places  of  this  parish,  two  dis- 


flndiug  that  she  was  unable  U>  walk,  and  courses — some  days  three  d  . 

loudly  expressing  the  feeling  which  had  eager  were  the  rarishionere  to  hear  of 

been  pent  up  during  the  meeting;  but  their  aalvation.    God  forbid  that  I  should 

she  waa  immediately  removed  to  the  boast.      It  is  altogether   of   sovereign 

Teatry,  and,  before  the  close  of  the  in-  mercy  and  grace  ;  but  I  could  scarcely 

quirers'  meeting,  ahe  had  obtained  peace  have  believed  that  I  would  have  been 

3v  believing  on  Jesua.     Late  hours  were  able  for  such  work.     Strange  to  say,  I 

diacouraged.     The  first  meeting  termi-  was  never  fatigued ;  and  but  for  a  de- 

nated  about   nine  o'clock  ;    and   when  termination  not  to  keep  the  people  too 

there  was  a  second,  it  was  over  by  ten.  long,  I  could  easily,  at  every  meeting, 

On  the  third  week  the  meetings  were  have  kept  them  eager  listeners  the  double 

heldin  the  Free  Church,  Allanton,  which  of  the  time.     The  severe  storm  (frost  and 

a  Bmaller,  and  at  some  distance  from  the  snow)  gave  the  people  time  to  attend. 

Tillage,  but  it  also  was  filled.  And  even  still  the  interest  is  not  abated. 

■No  account  of  this  movement  waa  pub-  But  for  a  while  one  discourse  dwly,  with 

liihed  till  an  unfriendly  letter  app^red  the  duty  of  viaitlng,  has  been  my  work, 

ia  a  local  paper ;  and  it  says  much  for  Truly  it  is  delightful  for  me  to  hear  from 

theprudencewiti.  which  ithaa  been  con-  parties  belonging  U>  the  north,  south, 

ducted,  that  even  an  unfriendly  writer  east,   and  west  of  the  parish,  their  ex- 

wuldfind  so  littkto  blame.     The  good-  perienceof  a  personal  and  saving  change. 

Ma8ofawork,howeTer,cannever]ustify  Still  a  goodly  number  are  in  deep  con - 

lale  hours,   and   the   extravagances   of  cem  for  their  souls.     The  Free  Church 

imprudent  conduotore ;  and  we  have  rea-  minister  here  and  I  go  hand  in  hand — 

son  lo  fpar  that  the  good  work  of  reli-  brethren  in  the  work.     And  the  Free 

giooa  revival  haa  often  been  injured  in  Church  people  who  have  experienced  a 

ttis  way.     Party  spirit,  too,  has  in  some  saving  change  give  me  more  than  an  ordi- 

CSMB  come  in  as  an  embittering  element,  narily  kind  reception  into  their  houses, 

and  marred  the  work.     So  far  from  vin-  and  tell  me  apparently  all  that  is  in  their 

dioiting  theae  improprietiee,  we  ought  hearts.     You  can  scarcely  imagine  what 

severely  to  censure  tiieir  authors  ;  not  a  happy  month  I  have  had." 

only  on  account  of  the  local  disturbance  1  have  thus  given  a  summary  view  of 

Mnaedbythem,  hut  also  on  account  of  the  awakening  in  Berwickshire,    I  might 

their  injurious  infiuence  on  the  move-  add  such  suggestions  and  warnings  as 

meat  in  general.    It  a  people  of  old  rise  out  of  tiie  subject,  but  this  would 

Wre  cursed  because  they  came  not  to  unduly  extend  the  article.     The  reflect- 

Ihe  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty,  ing  reader  can  supply  them  from  the 

what  punishment  shall  be  thought  equal  facts   I   have   fuimslied.     Similar  facts 

to  the  crime  of  those  who  profess  to  help,  from  other  counties  might  be  aerviceable 

while  they  reJly  hinder,  the  work  of  the  to  those  whose  duty  it  is  lo  guide  the 

Lord?  movement.    The  work  is  only  beginning. 

In  the  Lanunermoor  district  the  w<B-k  It  is  gratifying  to  see  awakened  atten- 

h^  been  characterized  by  extraordinary  tion  lo  divme  things,  but  much  care  is 

fstour,  but  with  such  good  feeling  and  needed   in   instructing  those  who  are 

popriety  aa  to  have  commanded  the  called  "  yonng  converts."    Th^y  are  in 

*Pim)bation  of  all.     The  awakening^  in  danger  of  spiritual  pride,  and  are  apt  to 

Longformacus  has  been  for  some  time  think  of  teaching  when  they  ought  to  be 

™""i  tfl  the  public.    The  following  learners.    Let  ministers,  however,  en-- 

^tnct  from  a  published  Iett«r  by  the  courage  and  guide  instead  of  rqielling 

«'•  H.  Xayho',  the  excellent  mimater  them.    Let  them  be  directed  to  the  per- 
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OBEtl  of  rdigiona  boobs ;  but,  ftbove  aU,  verted.     It  is  our  encout^ement  that 

to  the  daily  study  of  the  Word  of  God^  this  wisdom  la  promised  to  tlie  prayer  o( 

"  He  that  winneth  eoule  is  wise ; "  and  fsitt.     "  If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let 

this  wisdom  is  needed  in  all  the  stages  him  ask  ol  God,  that  givetb  to  all  men 

of  rdigious  experience — awakening  the  liberaUy,  and  upbraidsth  not ;   and  it 

caieleas,  ^ding  the  connoted  to  the  shall  be  given  him."  F.  U. 

cross,  and  instructing  the  lu>pe^Illy  coa- 


LONDON  MOTBMENT. 

Sir, — Who  are  interested  in  this  move-  found,  and  urge  all  coming    here  to 

ment?    Wbo  can  help  it  forward,  and  locate  themselves  within  an  easy  distance 

how?  of  some  existing  church,  and  put  tbdi 

To  the  first  question  I  would  answer  souls  into  its  work,  a  great  step  will  be 

—All  PresbytOTians  who  have,  or  yet  s;ained.    Or,  further,  if  this  be  impoe- 

may    have,    friends   and   relatives    in  uble,  memb^  coining  to  Loudon  should 

London.    Surely  this  answer  leaves  out  be  told  by  their  ministere,  before  coming, 

scarcely  any  of  the  families  in  Scotland,  that  it  is  the  wish  and  determination  to 

and  noneof  itsmioisters.    AllwhohaTo  provide  public  ordinancts  where  Aete 

BO  prospect  of  ever  being  in  London  do  not  now  exist,  and  that,  if  they  are 

themselves,  or  having  anv  of  those  in  obliged  to  locate  Uiemselves  where  thwe 

whom  they  are  interested  settled  here,  is  no   PresbyleriaQ   church,  they  have 

Jnay,  in  so  far  as  selfish  consideratioDB  nothing  to  do  but  apply  to  Mr  MacGiH, 

are  concerned,  look  with  careless  in-  and  they  wiii  get  one,  ■  Two  or  thrfe ' 

difference  on  efforts  made  to  extend  and  earnest  men  in  any  locality  are  all  that 

quicken  Fresbyterianism  in  Tendon ;  but  are   needed  to   form  the   nucleus  of  1 

we  may  fairly  claim   the  anxious   and  prosperous  working  church.     The  next 

careful  interest  of  all  who  are  not  so.  answer  I  would  ^ve  to  the  question  is, 

situated.  .  This  movement,  which  ought  that  able  pious  ministers,  wilbng  to  come 

to  be  as  great  in  its  extent  as  it  is  mi-  themselves  to  London,  can,  more  than 

porlont  and  vast  in  its  ^ms,  cannot  be.  anything  else,   help  on  this  movement 

diarsgarded  by  any  who  recognise >the(  Once  fairly  afloat,  and  the  land  ottlie. 

influence   wiiich  London  exerts  on  th^  Henirs  will  not  need  to  go  to  Scotland 

world  and  on  themselves.  for   PTeebyterian    ministers,      ia    tlu 

If  there  was  any  security  that  a  pi]r«i  meantime  it. is  otherwise  ;  and  the  only 

Gos)>el  would  be  preached  in  all  other  painful  and  discouraging  feature  in  the 

pulpits  in  this  laud,  then  it  would  be  whole  case  is,  the  unwillingness  which 

of  less   consequence  that   our  children  some  able  and  good  men  seem  to  haveto 

should   have   Presbyterian   churchee  to  come  to  this  field,  where,  though  the  har- 

attend.     Who  does  not  know  that  it  ia  vest  is  great,  the  labourers  are  few. 
otherwise?  And  though  we  claim  not  for        London  and  England  need  allthesur- 

any  fgrm  of  government  and  confessjoa  phis  preachers  you  have  got :  only,  pru- 

the  central  and  crowning  poeition  in  oui;  dence  and  good  policy  dictate  that  tried 

&ith,theyareatalIevent8l^heouterram-  and   experienced  ministers   be   sent  to. 

parti,  wluch  protect  it  against  the  foe.  London,  and  that  preachers  fill  up  the 

Who  can  help  thismovement  forward,  gaps.    Does  not  the  united  Presbyterian 

and  how?      You,   sir,   by   letting  the  Church   feel   that    the    long-continued 

United  Presbyterian  Church,  as  a  '^ole,  vacancy  in  Albion  Chapel  is  a  discredit 

know  what  its  Committee  on  Church  npon  the  whole  body  ?    May  it  soon  be 

Extension  is  doing.    Every  minister,  any  removed,  and  may  London  soon  have  its 

of  whose  people,  young  or  old,  come  to.  full  share  of  the  ablest  ministers  of  the 

settle    in   London,   may    help   it   moat  Church,    "Then  shall  the  land  yield  ils 

signally.     It  each  minisler  wiB  take  the  ilicrease,andGod,  evenourGod,wil]bIeM 

trouble  to  know  what  is  doing,  where  in  us."— Yours  faithfully,  E.  P. 

London  Presbyterian  churches  ata  tQ.  bo       lOA.  Jme  18SL 
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[We  lisT9  reeeivfld  two  roplios  to  tte  qncation  of  » Inquirer"  in  ihe  last  Nurobet;  ftpcl  u 
<i«y  ire  bnel,  sud  euti  contains  some  poinU  of  intelligence  not  found  in  the  other,  we  insert 

DcsEABROW,  or  Dumbarrow,  is  a  Bmall  sary  to  rebujJii,  for  greater  conveniency 

(Slate  in  the  parish  of  Dunnicbeu,  For-  tbe  new  Uouse  waa  erected  in  the  Tillage, 

I^nhire ;  the  now  populous  village  of  aod  hence  the  change  of  name.     In  ^is 

Ulkaa  being  paitly  feuad  ofi  it.    It  at  locohty  a^ed  peopb  Htill  apeak  of  it  as 

one  time  formed  part  of  the  Dempatet  tiie  "Kiric  oi    Dimbarrow;"  but  the 

i  property,   but  now  belongs  to  Mr  P.  younger  pcvtien  of  the  commnnityj  and 

j  Bsirnstather,  W.S.,  who  acquired  it  by  all  the  public  printe,  invariablj  give  it 

pwliMe  aome  twelve  or  ffiteen  years  ita  modem  name  of  "  Leiham." 
!  age.  The  present  mioiaterie  Mr  Clark :  ad- 

The  origin  of  the  United  Presbyteriwi  dresa,  Letham  of  Dumuchea,  by  Forfar. 

ChurohthereisbrieflyrecordedinM'Ker-.  Within  the  last   nineteen    years,  two 

raw'g  History,  pp.  176-7.   It  datesfeom  others  have  come  and  gone  (Mc  Forbte 

October  1742,  when  the  Rer.  Mr  Anwt,  Bfid  Mr  Johnston),  but  of  their  predeces- 

S'eh  minister  of  Duooichen,  reagned  son  I  know  nothing.    Mr  Claric  would 

i^ge,  and.caat  inlaa  lot  with  the  no.  donbt  be  able  to  furnish  all  the  infor- 

tat  Secern.  mation  wanted,  if  apphed  to  fw  it. 

It  oooura  to  me,  that  the  oridnal  B-  Hendekson, 

^uroh  occupied  a  site  oa   the   hill  o(  ar  west  JUar  Stbeet,  AaaaoATB, 
wnbarrow ;  but  when  it  became  necee-  iK  June  1861, 

WiK  Sir, — If  no  more  definite  reply  be  from  the  Antiburgher  Church,  I  think, 

™tlwoniing  to  the  queriea  of  your  corre-  during    the    progress    of    an    inquiiy 

«pwuiMit"Inq^iiirer,'' perhaps  the  follow,  affecting  hia  cWacter,  but  continued  to 

u^g  general  statement  may  ao  far  satisfy  reside  in,  the  manse  and  to  preach  in  th« 

m.    Dumbarrow  is  in  the  parish  <^  church,  but  without  any  ecclesiastical 

I'Mnichen,  Forfarshire,  three  or  four  connection,  till  the  end  of  his  hfe.    I  do 

luiies  south-east  from  the  county  town,  not  know  tliQ  date  of  his   death,  bnt. 

Forfw.    At  the  time  of  the  Secenion,  thinkitwaeafter  1810.  After hiadeath, 

Mt  Arrot,  niuiater  of  the  parish  of  Dun-  the  buitdingB  fell  into  decay. 
Men,  was  also  profmetor  ot  the  estate        At  Mr  Young's  separation,  a  part  at 

of  Cniabarrow.     A  few  years  after,  he  the  ^congregatioii  continued  in  connec- 

^farated  from  the  Established  Church,  tion  with  the  Synod,  and  for  manyyeara 

uid  buitt  a  church  on  his  own  grounds,  worshipped  in  a  hall  in  the  viluge  o( 

Md  with  a  considerable  number  of  th^  Lethanj,  where  they  built  a  chuiui  in 

parishioners  who  adhered tohim,  formed  1838. — The  congregation  of  Letham,  ojE 

\  wn^gation  in  connection  with  the  which  the  Bev.  Alexander  Clark  is  at 

^^lon  Church,  being  tiw  )B«t  Sa-  present  winiflter,    may   thua   be  con- 

'^^  congregation  in  the  coiutty.  BideredtheiepM8ent»1iveof  the  congre- 

About  the  beginning  of  tha  preaent  gation  of  Dnmbacrow.  A.  A. 

imiuy,  tie  Bev.  John  Yo«ng-saparat«!d 

I  _. ^ _ 


€^t  ^[tBmtx, 
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win  a^vi^t  i»  Cumnock  (the  late  V*  T'^  ^"''""'o"  noteworthy,  regarded 

R«  Xr.  m'T    .     v      i.\   *  i_  the  place  where  the  extra  meeting-honw 

«v.  Mr  Wilsons  chnrcbX  forty  years  *^           „    ...^h/j      n„  .v»  !v.nX.o. 

feirn  1.  *  L      ^       ^1.     ^"  ,'  ^  rv  ■.  J  sermons  were  preached.     Un  toe  flQmmer 

J     tw>  ^uf/uiiTwj  semcea  were  going  forward  m  the  hQim 

^  chinch  sMembtlng  in  tbe  meeting-  three  or  four  sermona  nere  preached  in  the 

•HHiae  ■(  C^— — ,  celebrated  the  Locf  s  open  air,  on  a  beantiful  ^reen  In  the  immo- 
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diate  Ticinit^.    But  at  tlie  ninter  sacra-  distribiiled  to  the  memben,  vhlcli,  intbt 

tnent,  strange  to  saj,  the  parish  kirk  was  case  of  not  a  few,  were  evidentlj  received 

kindlj  gfantedi  after  morning  aeiTice.  with  moch  fear  and  trembling.    The  t:w- 

Some  of  tba  aged,  who  were  priTileged  eregation  again  asaombled  for  wonbip  ihi 

to  spend  (heir  joath  in  some  comer  of  Saturda;^,  when  two  aennons  were  oinall; 

Scotland  where  the  religious  element  pre-  preached.    By  this  time,  all  the  minisim 

dominated,  will  bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  who  were  to  assist  on  the  occasion  bod 

the  coming  sacrament  threw  its  solemn  arrived.    Of  such  there  were  usuallj  three, 

ahadow  over  days  and  weeks  before.     Con-  and  sometimes  four.     And  it  was  no  season 

duct,  which  at  other  times  might  be  in-  of  idleness  or  ease  with  them.    Ample  nork 

dulged  io,  not  being  deemed  !□  itself  sinful,  was  found  for  tbem  all  on  Sabbatb.    Attti 

though  bordering  on  levity  or  unlicensed  the  dismiacal  of  the  congregation  on  Satur- 

eiijoyment,  was  watchfully  avoided  as  the  day,  tbe  members  of  the  chnrch  caiefdllf 

comunniou  season  drew  un.     The  walk  andkindlyinvited  totheirbomesthosewlia 

became  more  careful.    Mirth  and  every-  had  come  up  from  neighbouring  congregi- 

thing  that  savoured  of  jtjlity  were  abjored  tions  to  celebrate  with  tbem  the  death  of 

and  banned  in  view  of  ibe  pending  eolem-  their  common  Lord.    In  those  days  it  kss 

nily.     For  a  good  while  previous,  those  common  for  many  of  the  really  and  de- 

that  were  candidates  for  the  chnrch  mem-  votedly  pious,  who  conld  at  all  comnian<i 

berabip  had  weekly  interviews  with   the  the   time,  to   attend  communions  in  tlit 

minister, — interviews  calculated  to  leave  surrounding  conntrj,  in  aoroe   cases,  u 

a  deep,  serious  impression  on  their  minds,  great   distances  from  tbeir  homes.    For 

They,  in  geaeral,  walked  not  only  circnm'  such  an  object  tbe  lime  spent  was  deemti 

spectly,  but  tenderly,  apparently  bearing  no  loss,  and  the  toil  of  travel  was  estimated 

in  mind  "the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus."  lightly.     Irijve  to   Christ,   and   desire  li 

And,   as  the  time  drew  near,  intending  fellowship  with  Bim  in  Hia  appointed  ordi' 

communicants,  even  those  who  lived  moat  nance  of  the  Supper,  made  long  roads  short 

closely  with  God,  began,  as  it  were,  to  and  rough  roads  smooth.    The  interchsn^ 

gathernp  their  skirts^to  "gird  nptheloins  of  sentiment  and  tbe  reciprocation  of  iBm- 

of  ibeir  minds,"  as  their  mental  and  spin-  tion,  at  these  sacramental  seasons,  by  Chris- 

tual  habitudes,  as  might  he  expected,  had  tians  residing  far  apart,  but  then  brought 

been  leas  or  more  loosened,  and,  may  be,  together,  were  very  pleasant  and  no  doDbl 

had  got  a  little  draigkd  amid  the  toil  and  very  profitable.     There  is  no  frieodship 

moll  of  this  trying  world.    They  began  eo  boly,  so  close  and  endearing,  afi  that 

betimes  to  make  ready  for  the  right  and  cherished  by  those  who  hold  a  commoi: 

Srofitable  observance  of  the  feast,  by  more  faith  and  a  common  hope.  The  cooi- 
'equent  searchings  of  heart,  by  more  ear-  munion  of  saints  is  too  little  cultivated, 
neatness  in  prayer,  and  by  a  more  careful  and  seems  to  be  bnt  ill  understood. 
walk  before  tbe  Lord,  if  not  before  those  On  the  sacramental  Sabbatfa  mornings 
thatwerewithout.  Preparation  work  began  the  members  of  the  church  who  dwelt  at 
early,  and  it  became  more  earnest  and  a  distance  had  to  be  very  early  astir,  not 
assnmed,  more  of  ontwardness,  if  not  of  merely  because  worship  commenced  at  ibe 
actuality,  as  the  solemn  season  approached,  meeting-house  an  hour  earlier  than  usual, 
The  Sabbath  preceding  was  termed,  by  viz.,  at  ten  o'clock,  but  also  becaose  there 
way  of  distinction,  the  Pnparation  Sabbath,  were  sacred  duties,  in  some  measure  pecn- 
Mor  was  this  designation  inappropriate,  as  liar  to  that  day,  demanding  their  attentioit 
the  services  in  the  sanctuary  had  more  or  fn  the  mnming;  such  as  re-esaminalion 
less  of  special  reference  to  tne  sacramental  of  their  spiritual  slate— of  their  faith,  and 
work  of  the  following  Sabbath.  Then  lovct  and  obedience.  And  there  was  a  felt 
Thursday  or  Friday  was  set  apart  for  self-  need  for  special  and  earnest  prayer  that 
examination  and  hcmillacion.  It  was  grace  might  be  granted  for  the  solemn  woi^ 
called,  though  not  with  much  propriety  or  which  the  day  was  to  witness.  I  think 
truth,  f^e  Fad  Z^jf,  as  few,  if  any,  literally  there  was  more  attention  paid  to  heart- 
fasted  thereon.  Still,  as  I  know,  some  preparation  for  communion  woik  by  Cbril- 
conacientionsly  partook  bnt  sparingly  on  tians  of  those  days,  than  by  the  generality 
that  day  of  "  tbe  bread  that  perisheth," —  of  professors  now. 

not  mora  than  was  deemed  necessoiy  to  As  ten  of  the  clock  approaches,  nmmbcTt 

snstainnatDrenndercheratherlongjoumey  are  pouring  in  from  the  country,  not  onlj 

to  and  from  the  house  of  God.  those  who  are  wont  to  come  thither  lo 

On  the  sacramental  fast  day  two  BBTmoQS  worship,  bnt  strangeri  as  well,  many  on 

were  preached  by  one  or  two  of  the  assist-  foot,  some  on  horseback,  some  in  carts,  and 

ant  ministers.    And,  at  the  close  of  the  a  few  Id  more  comfortable  conveyaDcei. 

Bervlce,  alter   earnest  prayer  for  Divine  And  the  townsfolk  begin  to  move  in  family 

direction,  tokens  of  admission  to  the  table  poups  with  silent  tread  toward  the  meet- 

Of  the  Lord  oit  tbe  coming  Sabbath  were  mg-bouse  and  the  adjoining   grttv,  iha 
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which  all  tend  or 
t  was  an  inteTealing  sighl,  similar, 
ihongh  in  miniature,  to  thai  which 
oncbes  to  Jerusalem  and  [he  pre- 
the  Temple  exhibited  of  oM,  wben 
a  of  Israel  went  np  to  celebrate 
iber  of  the  great  nnnual  festivals, 
ibers  enter  the  meecing-houEe,  and 
of  the  adherents  as  the  place  nill 
erhaps  about  a  tbousaud,  when  ibe 
as  well  us  the  pews  were  filled, 
sining  multitude  f;iithered  around 
on  the  gree-n,  seating  IhemselTes 
;ras3  or  on  chairs  and  stools  and 
:>reTioaBly  placed  there,  or,  which 
nncommon  norcoantcd  unseemly, 
in  the  hands  or  borne  an  the 
a  of  the  worshippers  as  they  came 
the  church  the  worship  began  at 
;iaely.  There  was,  if  possible,  a 
solemnity  than  nsual  pervading 
mWj.  The  Btillness  was  intense. 
I  eagerness  of  eye  and  ear  was  very 
lie.  All  seemed  conscious  of  their 
!  to  God, — that  they  were  in  the 
■te  of  heaven,"  and  about  to  address 
tailo  a  work,  than  which  there  can 
ikore  sacred  engaged  in  by  man  on 
«of  the  Jordan  of  death,  viz.,  the 
Domtion  of  the  death  of  God's  Son 
Wm  of  sinners.  And  the  minister, 
— ,  seemed  to  feel  a  hallowed  in- 
more  than  ordinary.  There  was 
tWctioTk  even  in  the  reading  of  the 
»J  still  more  in  Che  prater  that 
«  >he  swelling  song  of  praise  sent 
"1  great  congregation.  And  in  the 
-the  action  sermon  it  waa  catted— 
rin  earnestness  and  eloquence  till 
ered  on  the  region  of  rapture,  and 
ie  aman  inspired.  The  text  chosen 
an  occasion,  was  usuallyone  that 
I  directly  to  the  garden  of  Gcth- 
I  or  to  the  bill  of  Calvaiy,  or  to  the 
f  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  or  to  the 
of  Olives,  by  Bethany.  And  oh, 
lal  power  and  pathos  he  discoursed 
"e,  and  sufferings  and  death  of  the 
ana.  "  Christ  crucified  for  our  sins  " 
lied  less  or  mora  of  the  theme  of 
iching  on  every  Sabbath,  bat  on  the 
iiion  Sabbath  it  might  be  said  to 
:en  the  beginning,  the  middle,  and 
iigofhis  sermon,— it  was  throngh- 
ilBi's  dying  love.  And  what  atten- 
li  inietesl  the  sermon  excited  1 
"ightbe,  and  doubtless  were,  agitated 
■isnd  moist  eyes  might  be  witnessed, 
ileeper  or  even  a  listless  look  you 
irclied  for  in  vain. 

rtbeoclioiifftfrfiioncame  *' tJit  fenciitg 
'^Ia,"a  discourse  of  cousiderable 
.  in  which  the  minister  endeavoured 
■'  001  who  were  worthy,  and  who 
"i  worthy,  to  Cake  their  seata  at  tbe 
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Lord's  table.  This  part  of  the  service, 
when  judicionsly  performed,  was  highly 
beneficial  in  comforting  those  of  tender 
conscience  and  encouraj^ing  the  timid,  and 
also  in  warning  the  presumptuous,  the  self- 
righteou",  and  the  immoral. 

The  work  of  com  muni  eating  commenced 
when  the  fencing  was  finished,  and  after 
the  Scripture  warrant  for  observing  tiie 
ordinance  was  read.  There  were  two  long 
narrow  tables  in  front  of  the  precentors 
desk,  covered  with  snow-white  linen,  at 
which  the  communicants  took  their  seats. 
These  tables  would  accommodate  rather 
more  than  fifty  persons  at  a  time.  The 
patriarchal  cidera  gravely  walked  roand 
the  tables,  taking  up  the  tokens  from  the 

parties  sealed  thereat.    And  Mr  W , 

Che  minister  of  tbe  church,  addressed  and 
served  the  first  table,  speaking  from  ten  to 
fifteen  minutes  before  distributing  the  ele- 
ments, and  about  the  same  length  of  time 
after:  bo  that  each  Cable  service  occnpjed 
from  twenty-five  to  thiuy  minutes.  The 
remaining  tableservices,  usually  amounting 
to  fourteen  (the  membership  was  over  TOO), 
were  conducted  by  the  assistant  ministera 
in  rotation,  some  of  them  addressing,  per- 
haps, four  or  five  tables  or  sets  of  com- 
municants.  Between  each  Cable  service  a 
few  verses  of  a  psalm,  either  the  103d  or 
105th,  were  sung,  and  all  but  invariably  to 
the  good  old  solemn  air  of  Cnleshill, — a 
tune  which  this  and  other  sacred,  as  well 
as  sad,  associatiung  have  hallowed  in  my 
estimation. 

While  communion  work  was  proceedinz 
in  the  church — and  it  usually  continued  till 
near  seven  o'clock  at  night — sermon  after 
sermon  was  being  preached  from  the  tent 
to  listening  hundreds  on  the  gnea.  There 
was  no  intermission  of  the  service  either 
without  or  within  doors;  but  there  was 
often  a  good  deal  of  movement  between 
the  chnrch  and  the  green,  as  some  popolar 
minister  transferred  his  services  from  tbe 
one  place  to  the  other,  and  a  great  many 
found  it  necessary  lo  retire  into  the  town 
for  a  short  lima,  for  rejrtihment,  dnring  the 
day.-  But  I  am  not  aware  that  any  un- 
seemly conduct  attended  this.  Seceder 
sacraments  were  not  suitable  scenes  for 
excess,  even  with  the  godless  who  attended 
the  out-door  preaching.  At  these,  the 
spiritual  influences  were  too  strong  to  allow 

When  the  com  mnni  on  services  had  closed 

in  the  church,  Mr  W addressed  those 

who  had  been  at  che  table,  and  especially 
those  who  had  been  there  for  the  first  time. 
These  addresses  were  very  memorable; 
they  were  so  parental,  so  tender,  and  so 
earnest.  Thus  closed  services  than  which 
I  have-never  witnessed  atiy  diat  exceeded 
in  solemnity  and  heavenly  character. 
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I  most  remark;  foi'  the  purpose  of  show-  long  aftw.    Tbe  preacher  no  donbt  nal 

ing  the  great  superiority  of  BimultaueouS  tip  wdl  prepared.    And  the  opponnniij 

over  eectLonal  commaDiun,  that  there  waa  nas  the  best  the  day  afforded  for  pracIsiiD- 

often   uncomfortable  and  very  uneeeml;  ing  the  Gospel,  at  least  as  Car  as  nnmbeii 

crowding  and  elbowing  to  get  forward  to  were  concerned.    It  afforded  a  fine  op^i- 

the  tables.    I  hare  Been  It  a  perfect  jam,  tunit;,suchasanapostlevou1dharehailed 

from  (he  entrance  to  the  tables  aU  along  the  and  improved.   I  have  no  doubt  masr  moh 

'  passages,  and  eTenlotheontstdeof  thedoor,  were  brought  to  Christ,  end  man^r  bnihop 

andibBiforhoarsandhours,— man;havii)g  in  Christ,  on  that  lovelj  green.    Msot, 

to  remain  thns  pant  op  during  two  or  tbree  mapy    a    glorioas    Gospel    seroioil   yu 

table  services,  only  being  carried  forward  preached  there.     It  was,  I  chink,  ia  one  ol 

a  liElle  as  each  table  was  dismisaed.    Such  a  thaso  sacramental  evening  sermons  ii  C— , 

position  ivas  very  trying  for  the  t^cd  and  preached  by  Dr  James  Halt  of  Edinbnrgt, 

the  feeble,  especially  feioales.    And,  what  who  had,  in  former  years,  been  mlnlslei  of 

was  wc^se,  poor  human  nature  was  st»n&-  the  congregation,  that  I  first  heard  Hebei'i 

times  like  to  rebel.     Those  who  bad  strong  beautiful  missionary  hymn,   commecciD!> 

tempers  and  weak  graces  could  hardly  bear  with  the  lines, 
ivith  their  brethren  who  innocently  trod  on 
their  toes  or  eqoeeted  their  sides.    And 
(heie  was  reason  to  fear  that  there  were 

sometimes  silent  physical  repulsions  not  of  The  Doctor  qaoted  the  hymn  with  greii 

the  gentlest  character.  -"■-■  ----'-' '---'- i  v,i;^ 

At  the  coDcluilon  of  the  pastor's  address 

I  to  those  who  had  .comniunicated,  to  which  beauty  arrested  the . 

.  J  have  already  alluded,  prayer  was  ofi^red  beard  it  from  ihe  Ups  of  the  Doctor.   Bi 

'  up,  and  a  portion  of  a  paalm  sang;  aftec  was  applied  tu  for  a  copy.    From  that  Ume 

'  vhicb,  the  whole  congregation  retired  to  it  became  familiaf  and  a  favourite  in  ibt 

'  the  green,  where  Ihe  closing  sermon  was  quarter,  and  perhaps  tended  to  awaits   . 

preached,  usually  by  cme  of  the  ablest  and  and  eheriih  a  missionary  spirit  in  mon 

moat  aooeptable  of  tiua  assistant  ministers,  than  one  individual.    The  singing  of  Ibt 

The  audience  now  was  very  large.    I  have  psalBi  at  the  close,  b;  such  a  multituds  it 

seen  numbers  of  the  loafers  and  godtosi  the  open  air,  as  the  Ban  w&s  sinking  l»- 

fentry  of  the  town  listening  in  groups  at  neath  the  horiion,  asd  the  faint  shado  ol 

the  outskirts  of  the  crowd.    The  evening  a  summer's  eveuiag  threatening  todetceid, 


Mniim  nf  Mm  ^n&iiratiinis. 

Da  SaiiEKyu,bB'a  "Owir  Lde  xxd  panions  and  Coeada  from  aHUHig  the  m«a 

Tuua."  of  the  past,  history  and  biography  tins 

Mnbnrgli :  MraoDMon  uid  Dooglu.  ""^  '^^  worthlew  greatly  prepondsrtK 
over  the  worthy.    Hanee  there  are  coo- 

THSSotaal  nature  of  man  is  not  leas  clearly  paratively  &w  of  Ihe  tatter  for  us  toasN- 

proved,   perhap*  also,  not  less   futly  do*  ciate  with,  wbilat  many  thousands  of  it* 

veloped  and  cultivated,  by  the  cominunion  former  class  are  ever  ready  t»  insiaoiH 

which  be  holds  with  the  dead,  than  bj  bis  themselves,  into  out  sympathies  and  re- 

iiiterconrse  with  the  living.    Larg^aaffiSO'  gardi^aBd  jpsptre  a  friendship  that  ihsUi 

be  Iii9   circle  of   our   contemporaiy  ae-  in  vaiiD««  ways,  ba  detiunwttal  to  ou 

qoaintaitceB,  and  often  as  we  may  ante*  tpiritnail  beiag.    We  are  afraid,  too,  lUt 

ix,  have  we  net,  in  comparisoii,  i  WKOcn  ne  ofleiL  tenipt  ouraelvea,  and  of  our  a«n 

hation  of  the  dead  with  whom  our  fellow-  aecord  join  t^  society  of  the  world's  gresl 

ship-  is  bJT  eloser,  Bioie  unbroken,  and  men,  and  become  ti^it  intimates  and  sd' 

ten4«r!     "What's  Hecnbt  to  hiio,  or  h4  mirers,  Instead  of  seeking  and  culcivsliii; 

to  Hecuba?"  wbb  the  ralhei:iinp}dlDK)phi-  familujity  with  the  saintiy  tew  of  whDa 

Cal  auealion  of  Hamlet  on  seeiag  some  ooe  "  the  world  was  not  wervhy."    We  Dfun 

pearly  fraruic  over  her  distressas.    She  take  tbe  broad  and  beaten  way  that  leads 

roightbemoretohim  tbAnanyofhiaoiva  to  the  Fast's  "tenia  of  wickednaas"  and 

flesh  and  blood  relations.  palasas  of  tviicy  ;  but  Ih*  duat  or  grsM 

It  is  sad,  however,  to  think  that,  in  fur>  around  the  btunhte  "  tabernacles  of  it>s 

nJshing  n  with  groups  and  ciowdi  of  «ont-  ri^ueom  "  if  undiatiiibed.    Wa  an  tku 
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known  ^7  At  amtpan^  (even  of  the  dead)  that  b  certain  clasi  or  "  gqoi  MtoW,"  like 

tAkh  tti  he^.  the  Doctor  himself,  ahould  have  a  manse, 

liii  eminentlf  anbrtasate  (bat  litera*  gtebe,   and  stipend,   qoalifying   them,  to 

rare  hhs  hitherto  almost  neTer  giren  a  aaiociate  with  tbe  geotiy.    He  wag  wboUj 

properrepresentationofihedepartedgoodi  "miefltied,"  not  only  in  being  dedicated 

M  ibat,  when  ve  aeek  to  associate  with  to,  and  throagh  life  connected  wiih,  ihe 

ibem,  thej  seem  mere  shades,  if  Dot  naiDU  clerical  proression,  but  also  in  being  bom 

(ml}'.    There  baa  been  for  tbe  wicked  a  and  mode  to  lire  in  a  Christiao  age  and 

iBMrreclioo,  in  which  tbe  righteous  do  not  land.  The  complimentary  nielinaine  which 

sbsre;   liCemtnre   having  refiued,   or  at  his  BeighboaragaTehim, on  account  oftfas 

Imt  failed  to  do,  for  the  one  what  she  bat  grand  features  and  the  commanding  ex- 

for  the  Other.    There  hare  been  not  a  few  pression  of  hisfjce,  was  "  Jupiter  Carljle;'* 

moilelniinistersoftheG<i«pel,liT!ng,grow-  but  if  the  portrait  prefixed  to  the  rolnme 

mg,  end  worldng  in  a  way  "worlhj'  of  be  at   all  a  faitbfal  likeness,  Jore  was 

Iteir  TocatioD ;"  yet  where  Ar«  the  model  greatly  wronged,   as  the  Doctor's  conn- 

biographies  that  keep  tbem  still  in  the  tenance,  though   comely,  has  nothing  of 

laiiist  of  ns,  and  enable  us  to  scan  every  msjesty  or  power,  and  looks  that  of  a  poor 

pige  in  [hose  "epistles  of  Christ,"  once  so  doll  beside  snch   "demi- gods'"  faces   as 

iri^ily  legible,  bnt  now  closed  and  seated  Qoethe's  and  Christopher  North's.     Still 

with  the  black  seat?    We  gistePnlly  admit  the  name,  abinrd  on  the  ground  alleged, 

lbBt,diiring  tbe  last  fifteen  or  twenty  yeart,  was  very  appropriate,  as  denoting  a  cieed 

we  hare  received   Cbristian    biographies  and    a   practice   essentially,   and  indeed 

iHit,  both  in  nnmber  and  excellence,  out-  almost   avowedly,   pagan.      The   volume 

rarh  the  whole  previous  stock  of  works  shows  high  powers  of  graphic  delineation, 

in  the  same  department.    What  a  sinpen-  and  poseeasea  remarkable  interest,  as  these 

Idds  heap  of  mummy-dust  each  of  tbe  were  exercised  upon  the  men  and  parties. 


^Fweding  centuries  bad  accnmalated,  with  movements  and  events,  manners  a   .. 

tti  Sim  of  preserving  clerical  memoirs  for  toms,  of  a  bygone  age,  which  the  author 

tiebeneiit  of  all  posterity — that  heir  of  so  had   rare  opportnniiiea  of  knowing,  and 

niny  generous  legacies  which  he  Is  too  which  is  too  near  our  own  not  to  excite 

rtiiiTlish  to  claim  I    A  single  volume  by  our  liveliest  wish  to  learn  minutely  about 

Alesander,  Caimi,  Eanna,orMacfarlane,  it.     The  minister  of   Inveresk  had   the 

n  iniMimparably  mors  valuable  than  tbe  readiest  access  to  all  the  socinl  circles  in 

■bote  mass.    And  yet  the   veir  best  of  both  kingdoms,  and  personally  knew  every 

DOT  recent  biographers  have  failed  so  to  notability  of  his  long  dny  ;   and  he  has 

lEiire  the  departed  servants  of  Christ,  as  embalmed  his  reminiscences  in  the  most 

!  liieramre  has  revived  certain  heroes  of  the  delightful  style  of  literature.    His  era  was 

mrid.  tiiBt   specially  interesting    one  in   wbich 

We  have  latelv  been  presented  with  two  Bcotland — soon  in  manners  and  customs 

(^ticHl  biographies,  or   rather   autobio.  to  become  a  mere  section  of  England— still 

traphtes—tbe.  first,  of  Dr  Alexander  Car-  remained  eiseittially  Scottish  ;  and  on  Dr 

ijli,pBtish  minister  oF  Inveresk  ;  and  the  Cartyle's  page,  we  see  the  ancient,  proud 

ncond,  of  Dr  Tbomas  Somerville.  parish  little  kingdom,  as  she  figured  immediately 

niniaterof  Jedbui^b.   DrCarlyle,  through-  before  undergoing  the  change. 
<iot  ills   lengthened   life    and   pastorate.         The  immense  success  of  the   Doctor's 

intensely  and  openly  disdained  being  rec-  work  seems  to  have  brought  another  anto- 

koned  a  model  evangelist,  and  wonld  far  biography  into  the  field— another,  yet  of 

nther  have  been  thoughl  a  good  jndge  of  widely  different  merit.    Dr  Somerville,  of 

Ihe  dnma  (either  as  written  or  as  acted),  Jedhnrgh,  was  born  In  1741,  and  died  in 

>  canaoisseur  in  wines  and  spirits,  and  an  1830 ;  bnt  his  memoirs,  written  when  bo 

oracle  abont  all  kinds  of  amusements  and  was  more  than  seventy  years  old,  bring  his 

luxuries,  than   a  faithAil  preacher.     He  life  down  only  to  1S14.    Thongh  far  from 

Dither  felt  nor  feigned  evangelic  earnest-  being  snch  a  pagan  uhis  friend  "Jupiter" 

nua,  but  uniformly  treated  it  as  madness  ;  of  Inveresk,  be  was  almost   equally  fur 

sad  to  any  man  who  strove  to  save  sonls,  from  being  a  model  evangelist.    The  for- 

lie  would  have  addressed   the  language  mer  felt  no  other  weight  of  ministerial  re- 

°iiee  applied  to  Paul,  "Thou  art  beside  ^onsibililies  than  that  of  the  black  coat 

ATself."    What  OSes  or  ends  he  ascribed  upon   bis  back;   and  the  latter,   though 

U  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  and  to  always  carrying  himself  decorously,  real- 

the  gift  of  the  Bible,  and  to  the  innitntion  iced  the  nature  and  end  of  his  professional 

9f  ihe   Christian    ministry,  and   to  tho  ftmetions  almost  as  inadequately.    Carlyle 

orginisation  of  the  Church,  we  are  anxious  held  and  acted  oat  ^ie  view,  that  the  main 

■o  bsoR.    The  inference  ft>on  his  depott-  abject  of  bis  clerical  life  was  to  eat  and 

nwni  and  life  would  be,  that  the  main  pur-  drink,  and  amuse  himself  with  the  gentry 

PoM  of  all  those  Divine  provisions  was,  and  their  boon- compan ions  i  and  ^oier- 
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*Ule  (wlio  admita  thftt  he  grestlj  liked  to 
be  caavivisi  at  ariatocratic  tables,  though 
after  a  more  deceQl  fashiac  than  his  Id- 
vereek  friend  caied  for)  would  have  some- 
what extended  and  elevated  such  a  view 
of  dutj.  He  woald  have  made  it  embrace 
historical  Btadjea  ;  and  he  would  not  quite 
bave  thrown  pulpit  preparatioQ  and  pas- 
toTal  visitation  into  toe  amall  comer  kept 
for  them  by  Carljle.  Slill,  ministerial  work 
was  euboidinated  both  to  history- writing 
and  to  the  maintenance  of  a  close  intimacj 
with  people  of  rank  and  distinction.  These 
were  not  his  tendencies  and  foibles  in 
momenta  of  leisure  and  relaxation ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  were  attended  to  aa  main 
concerns,  and  hia  ministerial  work  fell  to 
be  looked  after  in  vacant  moods  and  bonrs. 
He  would  not  follow  Dr  Carljte  either  in 
denonncing  or  in  ridiculing  evangelical 
zeal  as  madness;  jet  he  was  nearly  as  far 
from  exemplifying  ii.  Place  him  along- 
side of  Doddridge  or  the  two  Erskinea, 
and  what  a  clerical  contrast. I  He  knew 
and  liked  Whitefield,  bat  appears  to  have 
felt  unrebuked  or  nnahamed  bj  that  great 
man's  earnestness  and  diligence  ;  and  cer- 
tunly  he  was  not  stimulated  to  "go  and 
do  likewise."  He  once  met  Wesley,  and 
describes  himself  aa  having  been  greatlr 
impressed  with  the  fervent  prayer  which 
the  venerable  aposila  of  Methodism  put  up 
before  they  separated  for  the  night.  Slill, 
he  did  not  seek  to  catch  any  of  Wesley's 
devotednesB  to  the  Christian  cause ;  bat, 
probably,  parted  with  him  to  set  more 
resolutely  about  his  History  of  Queen 
Anne's  Reign.  There  were,  however,  not  a 
few  very  amiable  and  commendable  points 
in  Dr  Somerville's  character  and  public 
life,  which  we  allt^etber  raisB  in  the 
minister  of  Inveresk.  His  creed  was  evan- 
gelical, thoogh  lerj  mildly  and  tamely 
held  and  acted  ont.  He  was  singularly 
firee  from  either  political  or  ecclesiastical 
rancour,  but  was  candid,  catholic,  and 
liberal.  Ho  disliked  everything  like  an 
intolerant  or  persecuting  policy;  and,  in 
this  respect,  was  far  in  advance  both  of 
.contemporary  Churchmen  and  of  contem- 
porary Seceders.  Beligioas  teste  for  secular 
situations,  aod  civil  and  political  disabili- 
ties through  differences  of  religious  views, 
drew  forth  his  uncompromising  opposition. 
He  could  privately  admire  and  publicly 
praise  ability,  learning,  and  mora!  and 
spiritual  excellence  on  the  part  of  men 
who  did  not  belong  to  his  own  Church, 
bat  who  even  were  in  the  ranks  of  Dis- 
eenters.  We  frankly  admit  these  and 
other  eqti ally  commendable  characteristics, 
not  often  found  in  bis  coniemporaries. 

If  asked  concerning  tbe  literary  powers 
of  tbe  Doctor,  and  the  merits  and  volue  of 
this  posthnmoiu  and  long- withheld  auto- 
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biography,  we  most  give  a  rety  diSerest 
answer  from  what  has  been  univerull; 
relonted  in  the  case  of  Dr  Carlyle's  wote. 
Dr  Somerville  is  as  dull,  both  in  his  per- 
ceptive and  in  his  descriptive  faculties,  ts 
Dr  Cariylc  was  quick  and  lively  ;  and  llie 
latter  would  have  formed  a  coriecl  idea  of 
the  prominent  and  more  latent  qualities  at 
a  hundred  individuals,  and  would  also  hue 
thrown  off  a  most  vivid  and  admirablj 
drawn  and  coloured  sketch  of  each  of  ', 
them,  in  the  time  that  the  former  would 
bave  taken  to  discover  the  main  charac-  ' 
teristics  of  only  one  man,  and  to  eiiecnle 
a  very  general,  faint,  and  artistically  poor 
likeness  of  him.  In  "My  Own  Life  acd 
Times"  there  is  not,  out  of  the  inns- 
merable  and  careful  attempts,  a  single 
literary  portrait  which  deserves  to  live; 
whereas  the  most  careless  and  rapid  stroke  j 
by  Carlyle  shows  genius,  and  brings  out 
faithfully  the  feature  or  expressioa  re-  i 
membeced.  Dr  Somerville  hod  almost  si  | 
good  opportunities  as  his  friend  of  per- 
sonal intercourse  with  all  the  remarkihle 
men  in  Scotland  and  England  throughout 
bis  "  times  ;"  and  he  associated  freely  niih 
the  leading  clergymen,  politicians,  aulboi^ 
and  actors,  as  well  as  with  the  gay  lords 
and  ladiea  that  ruled  the  world  of  tashian. 
When  writing  hia  memoirs,  he  was  gene- 
rously anxious  to  give  all  who  might  be 
readers  the  same  privilege  of  acqusint-  . 
ancBjhip  withthoae  varied  notabilities;  Sod  I 
be  did  his  very  best  to  reproduce  the  post, 
and  to  cause  as  to  see  and  understand  all 
the  great  men  whom  be  knew — from 
Georgs  the  Third  at  a  levee,  to  the  trem- 
bling forger  in  the  condemned  cell  or  on 
the  scaffold.  But  his  skill  was  totally  un- 
equal to  his  will,  and  infltiitely  inferior  lo 
his  friend  "Jupiter's"  fine  art.  The  scenes 
and  the  actors  bave  nothing  lifelike,  afier 
all  his  hard  labour ;  and  we  prefer  a  single 


of  the  Jedburgh  n 
was  meant  to  be  a  chronicler  in  the  sense 
of  merely  taking  down  names  of  persons 
and  places,  along  with  dates.  From  tbe 
complete  absence  of  humour,  he  failed  lo 
see  in  his  remarkable  Edinburah  and 
London  acquaintances  those  peciKLarille] 
and  points,  without  which  they  were  mere 
names  ;  and,  of  course,  he  fails  to  make  ns 
seemore.  Heoftenniet withPeleri^rfar,- 
but  that  very  funny  and  uncomplimentary 

Ct-laureate  of  tbe  royal  George  might 
e  been  a  lay  figure. 
Not  more  lively  are  his  sketches  of 
ecclesiastical  and  political  movemeDts; 
and  his  occasional  discussions  seem  to  be 
cooked  out  of  the  author's  Presbytery  or 
General  Assembly  speeches,  which  be 
night  be  reluctant  to  leave  nnieported. 
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I;  (olerelile  chapter  is  the  one  to- 
le  close  of  the  Tolume,  ihat  gives 
>f  Ibe  stjie  of  living  amoDgat  tbe 
classes  of  the  Scottish  people  in 
Ig  days.  He  makes  na  smile  more 
ice  over  his  descriptions  of  our 
3*  dress  j  and  we  are  not  sure  but 
ae  readers  might  even  laugh  when 
:Uir  refers  to  the  introduction  of 
iBQcllea.  Manj,  if  notmost  people 
ilh  us,  however,  will  sigh  when  he 
ic  prices  of  butcher- meat,  tggs, 
and  cheese,  and  will  wish  that  the 
■kels  were  restored.  "  The  whole 
of  a  lamb  was  often  purchased  for 
i.  6d.;"  and  jet  the  Doctor's  dull 
sold  for  nine  or  ten  shillings.  The 
of  those  memoirs  w&s  engaged  in 
It  author  was  temporitrily  disabled 
pulpit  work  by  ao  accident — the 
■e  of  ihe  lendo  Achilla  of  his  right 
l^be  antobiugrapbf  was  begun  as  a 
KB  "  indoleoce."  Obviously,  it  has 
otilished  at  present,  immediately 
io  splendid  soccesa  of  Carljle's 
,iD  order  that  it  might 
■ilhE  Irtumph.  and  pBttHie  tlie  jtale." 
ibobeen  got  up  in  tbe  very  finest 
'printing,  to  Indicate  its  intrinsic 
uid  interest ;  jet  every  reader  wlio 
pihe  book  with  high  expectations, 
I  it  down  sadly  disappointed,  and 
mg  uliat  could  have  induced  the 
^representatives  to  put  the  mano- 
kpRss,  and  to  do  it,  moreover,  with 
viih  of  trumpets,"  and  in  such  a 
oil  pretentious  style.  Was  it  rea- 
I  to  presume  (hat  evety  Scottish 
IM  who  had  lived  through  the 
if  George  the  Third,  and  kept  a 
kad  the  observant  eye  and  the 
■'  art  of  Dr  Carlyle,  and  that  his 
i  reminiscences  would  constitute 
HletaiT  treasure  as  the  minister  of 
k  had  left?  The  success  of  Dr 
STork  is,  indeed,  sure  to  gain  for 
icrville'g  a  wide  and  valuable  intro- 
ii  and  lo  induce  almost  all  classes 
•Mding  poblic  to  Inok  into  its  pages. 
!  patronage  and  the  shelter  will  go 
tier ;  for  comparisons  will  forthwith 
iiuted,  and  Dr  Somervillc  will  fate 
"orse  for  being  in  the  wake  of  such 
ant  and  fascinating  sketcher. 
impossible  that  any  account,  how- 
ill,  of  the  period  in  qneatior,  should 
'ORBesl  many  reflections.  We  shall 
Indc  to  a  few  points  fitted  to  an'cst 
alien  lion,— The  Doctor  was  at 
lu  Dunse — a  parish  sciiool,  which 
"entlj  enjoyed  the  sacred  superin- 
«  of  the  Established  Presbytery, 


the  teacher.  After  describing  bis  discipline 
as  very  capricious,  he  goes  on  :  "But  the 
heaviest  charge  I  have  to  bring  against 
my  old  master  is  not  only  the  absence  of 
religious  principle,  and  the  neglect  of  in- 
culcating it,  but  the  making  that  defect 
apparent  by  'a  jesting  that  was  n  ' 


indec 


:>  obvii 


ment  of  his  scholars.  Fortified  by  the 
impressions  of  a  pious  education,  I  ihank 
God  that  this  wantonness  or  indiscretion 
never  excited  in  my  mind  any  other  feel- 
ings than  those  of  vexation  and  fear ;  but 
upon  some  of  my  companions  it  produced 
a  different  and  most  pernicious  effect ; 
and  in  their  sentiments  in  mature  life,  I 
have  traced  those  seeds  of  scepticism  and 
irreligion  which  were  sinking  into  their 
hearts  before  they  were  aware  of  Ibeir 
danger."  Yet  that  teacher  had  taken  the 
tests,  and  was  under  the  inspection  of  tbe 
Fresbylery  I  It  is  not  unlikely  that  several 
schools  in  Scotland  had,  at  thai  period, 
teachers  of  the  same  stamp  ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain that,  even  in  no  school  where  the 
teacher  refrained  from  ridiculing  sacred 
things,  were  tbe  elements  of  anything  like 
a  "religious  edacalion"  communicated. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  Doctor's 
freedom  from  rancour  towards  Dissenters ; 
yet  he  was  not  indisposed  to  exhibit  their 
defects  and  weaknesses,  rather  than  their 
virtues,  when  he  had  occasion  to  speak  of 
them  to  strangers.  Sometimes,  also,  be 
has  indulged  in  misrepresentation.  The 
unfortunate  qnarrel  between  Whitefield 
and  the  li^rskiaes  is  unfairly  put.  It  was 
but  natural  for  the  latter  to  wish  the  great 
English  preacher,  on  bis  Hrst  coming;  to 
Scotland,  to  abjure  ministerial  communion 
with  the  Church  of  Scotland,  which  had 
expressly  sanctioned,  not  only  ecclesiasti- 
cal tyranny,  but  gross  heresy.  We  rather 
suspect  thai,  for  some  years  after  the  Dis- 
ruption, the  Free  Church  would  have 
shown  the  very  same  exclusiveness.  Ac- 
cording 10  Dr  Somerville's  account,  when 
the  Erskines  had  made  known  their  desire 
that  Whiteficld  should  abstain  from  mini- 
sterial fraternization  with  ministers  of  the 
corrupt  Kirk,  he  asked,  "Why  so  ?"  "Be- 
cause," answered  they,  "we  are  Goda 
peopU."  "  Has  God,"  said  Mr  Whitefield, 
"got  no  people  but  you?"    Tbe  leaders 

Pharisaic  answer  as  the  Doctor  puts  into 
their  mouth,  and  never  gave  the  English 
preacher  occasion  for  the  rejoinder,  which 
IS  equally  imaginary. 

The  Doctor's  hialoij  of  the  origin  of  the 
lielief  cause  in  Jedburgh  is  not  a  little 
Od  the  occurrence  of  a  vacancy 


ibyGOO^IC 
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families  or  lionBehoIdera,"  anited  in  calling  of  the  QoBpel,  waald  have  tben  been  ibs 

Ht  Boston ;  but  the  Marquii  of  Lotbian  moat  likely  means  to  gain  for  him  n  larire 

procnrsd  the    preeentHtion    for    nnotber.  conttregation.    'He  aesares  na  (bu  he  did 

The  Marqnia  is  said  to  have  been  "  piqned  Sot  labonr  to  render  his  sermons  popnlai, 

by  a  raceat  inslance  of  pergonal  radenees  though  ho  admtU  that  he  "  Enbmitted  lo 

on  the  part  of  Mr  Boston."    This  is  ohvi-  the  drudgery  of  repeating  his  sermons  in- 

odslj  meant  to  reflect  apoD  Mr  Boston  ;  atcBd  of  reading  them."    This  latter  nis 

thon^  it  ia  indeed  higblj  probable  that  ft  verj  considerable  effort  for  corapetinj 

Mr  Ba«(on  did  not  pretend  to  the  hnmhle  with  his  Disseniirg  neighbours, 
and  sycophantish   gracei  of  the  Doctor         Several  jeare.afiervi'ards,  when  in  Lon- 

biroBeir  when  dealing  with  the  arlnocracy.  don,  he  had  an  interview  with  Chark 

Who  can  tell,  too,  but  that  Mr  Boston  James    Fox,    In    which    that   celebraled 

fbnnd   occasion  to   reprove   his  lordship,  statesman  put  some  pointed  qneBtlons  lo 

and  offended  him  by  speaking  the  truth  ?  him  nhom  the  position  and  principles  of 

the  Doctor,  however,  also  admits  that  the  the  Scotch  Seceders.    The  Doctor  had  in 

Marquis  "was  offended  by  the  revolt"  of  opporlnnitj  of  lelling  the  truth  aboat  hii 

the  Jedbnn:h  magistrates,  whom  he  sought  Deighbours   and   countrymen,  though  lie 

o  punish  bj  refusing  the  majority  of  the  could  not  be  e^ipected  to  testify  aboni 

"  "  1   of   their   choice.     The  them  in  a  way  that  «  "   ' ' 

_         ly  careful  to  mention  that  self  and  his  own  Chi 

Mr   Boston   had    previously    spoken    so  he  set   forth   Seceding  prii     ,   .     ._   ._. 

strongly   against  the   Seceders,   that,  on  curious  statesman  J     With  an  appearand 

leaving  the  Eatablishment,  he  could  not  of  rare  and  most  commendable  eandonr, 

decently  join  them.    Hence  he  originated  ho  met  the  demand  by  laying  before  Foj 

a  Relief  congregation  in  Jedbni^h.    But  Seceding  tfocumenfj.   Bat  what  documenl«! 

had  not  Mr  Gillespie,  jnst  a  little  before.  Of   coarse,   the    English    statesman  hsd 

been  led  to  adopt  the  very  same  policy,  little  leisnte  for  going  Ihrongh  volnmiDOu! 

Without  being  in  the  least  constrained  by  "Acts"  and  "Testimonies,"  bnttheDoclot 

any  former  censures  of  his  upon  the  Se-  was  good  euoogh  to  select  some  "  &at-dsy 

Coders?    Why  does  the  Doctor  exercise  sermons  and  tracts:"  and  as  even  thrnn 
tiis  ingenuity  in  discovering  a  pitiful  and 
paltry  motive  for  Mr  Boston's  conduct, 

when  a  good  motive  was  not  only  patent,  which  he  wished  Fo: 

but  was  actually  bronght  forward  by  Mr  sentences    bewailed    national    sins,    and 

Boston?     Even  in  the  Doctor's  words,  Mr  especially  the  '^ diicortlinuing  prostculkis 

Boston  "  declared  it  to  be  his  solo  object  Jor  Kitcha-aji."  The  Doctor's  object  was  to 

to  give  relief  to  oppressed  congregations  ;  exhibit  his  Seceding  friends  in  a  ludicrous 

that  is,  such  congregations  as'conid  not  light,  and  to  make  ont  their  diatioctiie 

conscientiously  submit  to  the  ministerial  principles  as  "a  set  of  old  wives' fables." 

functions  of  the  incumbent  imposed  upon  "  I  remember,"  adds  he,  with  the  nir  of  a 

(hem  by  the  arbitrary  aulhoritj  of  a  pre-  man  who  had  gained  his  object,  "thatFon 

seotation.     Mr  Boston  fixed   upon   this  seemed  lo   be  much  omuied,  and  smiled 

point  as  the  only  ground  of  separacion  while  rending  them.    The  passage  wbicb 

fW>m  the  Church,  and  in  vindication   of  amnsedhim  themost"  wasthei — ' '- 

his  acceptance  of  a  call,  nearly  Dnanimous,  ing  and  c  '  ' 
to  exercise  the  ministerial  office  in  the  gence  of  tl 
parish  of  Jedborgh."  Tho  Doctor  has  not  The  Doctor  would  not  have  h 
the  courage  to  call  this  statement  a  mere  witness  against  his  neighboar,^0  no,  he  I 
pretem ;  why,  then,  does  he  seek  vinaally  would  not  bave  told  a  lie  to  damage  Se-  | 
to  displace  or  falsity  it  by  soggesting  that  cedera,— hut  ho  was  guilty  of  sapprcsting 
Mr  Boston  only  hecame  a  Relief-man  be-  the  truth.  Fox  would  receive  the  im- 
cause  ho  conld  not  consistently  join  the  pression  that  the  Erskines  and  their 
Seceders  whom  he  had  before  denounced?  numerous  followers  had  left  the  Krk, 
It  is  well  known  that  both  the  Secession  simply  because  the  Kirk  would  not  gratify 
and  the  Relief  found  very  extensive  and  theirignorance, superstition, andbarbatiiy, 
cordial  support  in  and  around  Jedburgh  ;  by  baming  certain  old  ladies  as  witches, 
and  the  Kirk  must  havo  been  in  a  very  The  character  of  the  Doctoi^as  de- 
feeble  and  shattered  state.  When  the  velopediovoluntarilyin thisantobiogripky 
Doctor  himself  was  settled  in  the  burgh,  — is  that  of  an  extremely  easy,  good- 
his  "  ordinary  hearers  were  not  numerona;"  nature d, gentlemanly  clergyman ;  consider- 
but  he  boasts  that,  to  retain  and  increase  ably  of  the  "  booing  "  order  whenever  be  is 
them,  he  "never  resorted  to  any  mean  with  or  near  the  gentry  or  the  aristocracy. 
ttnillces."    Such  aitifices  would  havo  been  Everything  likejiassian  seems  to  faavebetn 
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exorcised  from  his  natare  Had  bii  lire,  and  and  instrnmenta  of  Che  preUtic  penecntion 

all  bis  Bjmpalhiea   aie  of   the  gsnt!e8(  in  Sculland  1    Siill,  Mr  Miller,  we  Eospecl, 

description.    When  in  London,  ho  viaiu  entertains  no  adequate  idea  of  the  radical 

foigen  in  ihe  condemned  cell,  and  sees  cban^es  needed  wiiliin  the  Scottish  Epieco- 

tbem  even  on  the  scaffold  ;  ;el  he  ceceiTes  pal  Church  as  at  present  constituted ;  and, 

DQ  violent  or  painful  shock,  and  is  quite  certainly,  he  is  under  the  ivildest  conceive 

read^  and  undisturbed  the  nest  momanC  able  delusion,  if  he  believes  that  any  rt- 

la  ^  to  a  place  of  amusement.    His  fre-  forms,  which  leave  her  with  a  single  pre- 

quent  Bltendnnce  at  the   theatre,  where,  latic  vestige,    will    evcT    make    her   lh« 

ni;,'hi  arternight,  he  beheld  elaborate  re-  Church  of  the  people  of  Scotland. 


a  of  imaginary  distress,  maj 
haie  hardened  him  against  spectacles  of 
real  suffering ;  but  we  rather  thioli  thai 
much  hardening  was  not  required.    Ho     waj  of  h 


Mr  Duncan's  lecture  is  a  vigorous  and 

prehensive  exposure  ofthe'- Crimes"  of 

Fopery.    He  classifies  these  in  a  maBlerlj 


<vu  of  that  order  oFaiiii[iU«that  can  m 
heroically  bear  the  sight  of  t,  ueighbon 

3  Efi»copai.  Cbuscb,  fi'om 


tnd  unanswerably  estab- 
liahes  "three  capital  charges."  Popery 
"blasphemes  the  Qod  whom  we  adure, 
"mocks  the  Mediator  in  whom  we  confide" 
(mocks  Uim  as  a  I'rophet,  a  Priest,  and  ■ 
King),  and  "accursBStha  hun 


i.KisetothePreseptTime=oneVtho     :^i,'i\:!K':'?:fL  ,I'l,^/r  .f^^. 


»n.    BytheKe^.T.D.  Mit-LEB,  M.A.,     Popery' 

resbyter   of  the  Church  of  England,     J™^ 

LoDdon:  Seelej,  Jaf^son.  and  Co.    IfKL 
PopKBT:  its  Crimes,  and  our  Doty  in  refer- 
tnce  to  it.     A  Lecture.    By  the  Rer,  B. 
Dick  Dukcin.    Seeond  Edition. 
Edinborgti :  William  Oliphanc  and  Co.    isei. 
Tai  RBroKMATloH  fnoM   Fdfbbi,  con- 
sidered in  its  Cause,  Characteristic,  and 
CIsiuis.    Two  Discoarses.    fiy  the  Bev. 
John  Ridiibli.,  Moffat. 
Matmrgli:  WUUam  OUptunt  ind  Co.    IBSl. 
TsssE  tributes  to  the  Scottish  Reformation 
"ere  originally   prepared    in    connection 
»ilh  the  Tricentenary  services  ;  and  their 
ability   and    intrinsic   value   justify    the 


mode  to  glare  in  the  lurid  light  of  Scottish 
history.    The  "path  of  duty  in  reference  to 

" ■•    ja   luminously    indicated;    and 

!  vivid  pictures  of  the  bcoitiKh  Be- 

walking  and  struggling  along  it. 

Wishart,  and  his  still  more  famous  pupil 

Enox,  have  their   character  and   career 

moat  admirably  delineated.     There  is  a 

rj  impressive  closing  sketch  of  all  the 


old  martyrs  and  witnesses  for   the  truth, 

rejoicing   together    over    "the   doom    of 

-though   the    grouping   is,  in 

faulty,  or  at  least  pro- 


Babylon 


vocative  of  a  smile.  The  first  w 
trodaced  to  say  "Amen,  Alleluia,"  ia  "a 
Bickersleth; "  and  who  should  bring  np 
the  rear  but  "  tui  Adam,  an  Eve."  In  the 
intermediate  bands,  we  have  Cowper  as 
the  link  between  "  aPoUok  and  a  Milton  ;" 
whereas  Milton,  both  as  a  poet  and  as  the 
I  wempt  to  make  them — through  the  press  bravest  champion  of  civil  and  religion* 
^iDora  extensively  known,  and  mach  liberty,  should  have  had  companions  of 
longer  remembered.  Mr  MiUer'a  essay  ia  loftier  fame.  Another  small  defect  notice- 
full  of  candour,  and  a  freedom  from  sec-     able  throughout  the  lecture,  is  the  tendency 


lariaa  lui;atry  so  exceedingly 
Kcotiiah  Episcopal  Church,  i 
prominent  exhibition  and  i 
preservation  for  that  essay 
I  had  been   Intel  led  ually 


a  Che  ejaculatory  form,    Ther 


honourable 
ven  though 

,    ..nlemptible. 

But  it  baa  talent  and  historical  research,  as 
■ell  as  fervent  Christian  love  and  broad 
evangelic  sympathiea,  to  render  it  worthy 
of  careful  study  by  all  religions  denomina- 
lions.  The  author,  however,  must  have 
felt  himself  in  a  rather  odd  position  as  a 
Sottish  Episcopalian,  when  he  stood  forth 
in  the  crowd  of  ardently  grateful  Presbj- 
lerians,  to  celebrate  our  Keformatton,  and 
lo  bless  the  memory  of  John  Knox.  How 
would  many  of  his  ecclesiastical  brethren 
have  looked,  when  he  left  off  pruning  the 
first  Kefonnation,  to  welcome  the  second, 
and  when— having  honoured  John  Knox 
—he  proceeded  to  denoonce  and  i 


>  call  for  a     hundreds   of    i 


beginning    with 


Oh'sl"o 

holding  up  hia  hands  at  the  ideas  or  senti- 
ments which  he  is  enunciating. 

Mr  Riddell's  "Two  DiecoDrses"  would 
have  done  high  honour  to  any  pulpit  in 
Britain.  The  thiuking  is  eminently  original, 
and  comes  out  in  pliilosophical  views  of 
men  and  events  ;  whilst  the  style  is  marked 
by  the  greatest  force,  beauty,  variety,  and 
precision.  Nowhere,  in  as  small  a  com- 
pass, have  we  ever  met  with  such  a  com- 
prehensive, consistent,  and  vivid  represen- 
tation of  the  Reformation  era.  With  uhal 
a  breadth  and  ease  uf  speculative  power 
does  the  preacher  range  over  the  "cause, 
characteristic,  and  claims"  of  the  grand 
Secession  from  Eome,  though  he  is  careful, 
■ery  step,  lo  follow  historical  fact  and 


Graham  of  Claverhoose,  and  all  the  agent*     Scriptiure  troth  1    Readers,  who  have  besi| 
KO.  TIL,  VOL.  v.,  HEW  SERIES. — JULT  IMI, 
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satiated  witli  the  ordinary  "no-Fopeij 
diet,"  sicrald  itndy  these  two  diaconrae* ; 
and  then  the  sentimenti  and  ideas  which 
erery  Scottish  mind  shonld  cherish  regard- 
ing the  RefoTmntion,  will  be  rerived  in  sU 
their  vigonr. 

Imtboduction  to  thh  pENTiTsroH ;  or, 
Inqaiiy,  Critical  and  Doctrinal,  into  the 
Genninenesf,  Aatboiity,  and  Seeign  of 
the  Mosaic  Writinga.  By  the  Bev. 
Doi(.ii.i>  M1.CD0NAI.D,  M.A. 

Edinburgh!  T.aadT.  Cl*rk.    IStl. 

Thbsb  tiro  Tolnmea  are  the  result  of  great 
indiatry  and  maUifadoaa  reading,  Mr 
Hacdonald  haa  traTelled  to  all  ^ourceg  of 
information,  and  he  haa  not  tmTelled  in 
▼■in.  Patienilj'  and  cantionaly  does  he  set 
the  fhiita  of  bis  sindy  before  na,  and  in. a 
qniet  sad  Incid  iMe  does  he  discourse  on 
those  important  ihemea.  He  ia  not  orer- 
loaded  by  hia  learning,  thongh  aometimea 
he  moTee, heavily  nnder  it.  When  he  has 
smasaed  good  maceriala,  he  does  not  always 
liringproofoatofthem  with  requisite  power. 
We  ahould  like  ta  have  seen  more  of  the 
ttcdon  of  living  mind,  whicb,  laying  hold 
of  facte  and  premiaea,  ahonld  bring  np  the 
.  ailment  with  resislleaa  force.  We  tbink 
him  sometimea  tame  in  (gathering  ap  bia 
eonclnaions,  when  be  might  have  uttered  a 


of  all  sabeeqnent  revel^ana  are  foand 
either  in  the  fragmentrTy  records  or  Pi- 
triarchism,  or  in  the  Levitical  rilnai.   Tlie 
Pentateuch  formed  alao  the  gronndixni 
of  inspired  Hebrew  literature.    Tbe  in- 
toricBi  booka  are  full  of  referencea  to  ii— 
■o  ar«  tbe  Psalms  ;  and  the  later  propbeti 
lyrerflon,  not  with  references  Or  quotation! 
merely,   but  their  pages  are   filled  with 
hundreds  of  idiomatic  terns  and  cinsteit  I 
of  worda  and  phraaea  from  the  old  1*w  nt  I 
Moaea,     The  alyle  of  tbe  Pentatench  ii  | 
qnile  in  nniaon  with  iti  Mosaic  anthotsLip,  | 
Some  laws  are  remodelled,  old  words  oe-   I 
cur,  histor;  and  legialaiion  are  so  blended 
that  yon  cannot  separaie  the  One  from  Iht 
other,  aliusiona  to  Egypt  betoken  familiarity 
with  that  land  of  Bonders,  and  un  sir  of  '■ 
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command  our  approval,  and  be  makes  out 
Ilia  caae  with  thorougli  knowledge  of  its 
bearings  and  history.  He  haa  not  the 
eagemeaa  and  indignant  point  of  Heng- 
Slenberg,  nor  the  quickness  and  snbtiltj 
of  HiiTeniick  ;  he  doea  not  wield  the  logical 
and  lawyer-like  power  of  Banks,  nor  ia  he 
oa  snocinct  aa  Drecbaler  or  Hnrta ;  hot  hia 
pages  contain  arguments  equal  to  any  of 
these  acholara,  combining  many  of  their 
separate  proofs  into  one  cbain  of  evidence, 
which  puts  to  flight  the  bjpotbeaes  of  Hobbes 
and  Spencer,  Von  Boblen  and  Tncb,  and 
silences  tbe  Bationslism  of  Michaelis  and 
Geddes.  We  cordially  thank  him  fur  hia 
volnmes,  for  they  are  not  only  the  gennine 
metal,  but  their  publication  is  very  ap- 
propriate at  the  present  time.  There  are, 
indeed,  some  very  important  points  Mr 
Mocdonaldhaanot  discnaaed,  and  there  are 
some  proposed  solutions  of  difficnlttea  with 
which  we  cannot  s^ree.  Butthe  volumes  are 
worthy  of  all  commendation,  the  results  of 
immense  labour,  cheerfully  andertaken,  and 
well  bestowed. 

Mr  Macdonald  (irat  vtndicatea  the  unity 
knd  Moaaic  autborahip  of  the  Pentateuch, 
and  then  inquirea  into  its  theology  and 
design.  The  Pentateuch  haa  been  often 
assailed,  for  ila  history  and  ita  religion* 
■yatem  atand  or  fall  together.    The  germs 


institutioDB  of  tbe  ancient  people,  n 
admitting  tbe  eailv  eiListence  of  IbePea- 
tatencb.  How  unlike  it  ia  to  the  similir 
chapters  of  JosephuB  1  yea,  it  stands  out  u  1 
an  original  work  by  the  aide  of  the  mot! 
recent  and  artistic  compilation.  Moses,  llie 
aeivant,  bears  testimony  also  to  Christ,  At 
Son.  In  Moses  we  see  not  only  the  wisdom 
and  learning  of  the  Egyptians— for  the  Di- 
vine Spirit  prepares  by  aome  previous  pro- 
cess His  instruments  for  their  work— bnl  ; 
we  Bee  the  friend  of  Jehovah,  the  man  in-  I 
spired  of  Ood,  moulding  and  training  a 
mighty  nation,  never  concealing  his  fnnlis, 
proclaiming  his  own  enclusion  from  the 
land  of  promise,  and  announcing  laws,  ibe 
violation  of  whicb  was  not  to  expose  the 
transgressor  aimply  to  fntnre  and  nnsetn 
penalty,  hut  to  immediate  judgment  in  the 

Ereaent  life.  No  impostor  coald  have 
uarded  sach  waminga  ;  hot  Moaea  ever 
relied  on  hia  Divine  commisaion,  and  tbe 
God  of  truth  and  power  ever  sustained  him. 
Highly  hononred  is  he  ;  for  there  is  apRsu 
chanted  in  glory  by  those  "  who  have  tie 
harps  of  Ood,"  and  it  is  called  "  thesDngof 
Mosca,  the  servant  of  God,  and  tfaesongof 
the  Lamb." 


Lbctubbb  on  TBB  Apostlbb  OF  ovH  Lord. 
By  the  Bev.  A.  H.  SmiKoroii,  &A., 
DnmfVies. 


GBidtisnot.BndneverhHsbeen,  and1^erer 
can  be,  hereditary:  genins  may  he,  and 
sometimes  is;  and  Mr  Symington  laan  ilhi- 
tration  of  the  truth  as  to  genius,  or  taleat, 
or  whatever  it  be  called.  He  is  the  son  of 
aneminent  father,  whose  name  is  iustly  en- 
deared to  every  ft^end  of  evangelical  [nilh. 
Dr  Symington's  conlribotions  to  theolo- 
gical science  have  been  many  and  precious; 
and  we  have  much  comfort  in  the  thongbl, 
that  be  ii  still  able — and  long  may  be  be 


NOTICES  OF  NEW  PDBL1CAT10N8.  339 

«  pre^deover  the  Divinl^  Hall  of  evangelical  denominations 'wi It  rejoice  tbat 

formed  Presbflerian  Church,  inn»-  eas;r  acceM  will  thns  bs  got  to  a  TWt  and 

u  w«  hare  an  nddilionat  necuritf  unrivalled  treasor;  or  relipous  literatare ; 

e  liilare  miniatiy  of  Ciirist  in  oar  and.  sarelj,  thej  will  do  their  beet  in  co- 

itll  ever  have  added  to  its  number  operating  with  the  very  spirited  pablishar 

10,  in  being  trained  at  the  feet  of  lo  render  the  scheme  entirely  successful, 

jimaliel,  bare  ^ven  hostages  to  the  We  do  not  need  to  offer  anj  detailed  Tiew 

.  for  tbe  nphi^ding  of  our  great  of  the  works  that  are  to  be  embraced  in 

Bcal  sjelem.    Mr  Alejiander  ^ym-  thai  scheme,  or  of  the  order  that  will  ha 

though  hat  in  tbe  outset  of  his  observed  iu   issuing  them,    as  copiously 

J,  has  ah-eady  proved  that  he  is  not  descriptive  prospectuses  have  been  widely 

ice,"  and  that  he  can  rightly  handle  disseminated,     btill  les^  are  we  called  upon 

truth.      These   Lecturee   on   the  to  indicate  the  high  meriw  of  the  selected 

s  of onr  Lord  are  aeapital  specimen  divines,     Dr  Goodwin  coioes  first — and  he 

leeiegesiB  and  practical  instruction,  is   altogother  worthy  of  the  precedency, 

lusina  "note,"  that"lhey  are  still  The  volume  now  isssed  is,  in  all  retpeclj, 

le  of  being  delivered,  and  are  pub-  a  capital  sample  of  tbe  magnificent  series  ; 

s  compliance  with  the  ivieh  of  some  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  more  than  BOOO 

'c  heard  the  three  already  given."  eabscrilterswill  be  forthwith  obtained,  who 

eakg iheforheaninceof bisreaders.  will  gladly  resolve  upon  adding  aFuritan 

ground  that  "  they  were  prepared  shelf  to  their  libraij,  and  proudly  placo 

:«Tlen  to  pnblication."    We  have  this  volume  as  the  first  occupant  of  it.    Mr 

kcse  Lectares  before  ni,— "Judas  Nichol  has  dlsplsved  greatjudgmentgene- 

'—"Andrevr:   or,  the   Spirit  of  rally  in  bis  choice  of  those  divines  of  tbe 

Bi'y" — Simon,  sumamed  Peter"—  present  day  who  are  to  famish  the  critioal 

4iiuiig  and  rising  again" — "  Peter  and  biographical  essays,  intended  Co  intro- 

lf~and"the  Disciple  whom  Jesus  duc«  or  accompanythe  works  of  each  of  the 

t  Wc  heartily  recommend  them  to  Puritan  diviaea.    Dr  Miller,  Rector  of  St 

leri.    The  style  in  which  they  are  Martin's,  Birmingham,  has  lieeu  fixed  upon 

k  licid,  terse,  and  flowing.    The  to  do  the  honours  to  Goodwin  ;  but  he  in- 

^>  of  human  tempers  and  dispo-  dulges  in  a  very  graphic  and  genial  disser- 

tn  fiithful   and  telling,  and  the  tation  upon  the  whole  band  of  the  Faritaa 

I  improvements  are  powerlul  and  preachers,  and  has  very  little  lo  say  about 

V  Wewish  ouryoung  anthormuch  Goodtvin.    If  all  the  critics  who  are  asso- 

iltealing  with  the  remanent  mem-  ciated  with  him  do  their  respective  parts  in 

Ifc  College  of  Apostles;    and   if  asimilar  way,  we  shall  be  madetoofamiliar 

leomiiig  eqnal  what  we  have  al-  with  those  Puritan  divines  at  a  ciats,  and 

Klhe  volume  when  completed  will  yet  be  kepi  in  ignorance  abont  (he  vaiiotis 

^Tofaplaceetevery  Christian  fire-  individuals  constiluting  that  elasH.    Wo 

■tsDlhe  study'tabk  of  every  Chiis-  admit  that  it  was  not  only  natural  but 

■or.  proper  that  the  preface  to  the  first  volume 

of  the  grand  and  riclily  varied  swies  shoaid 

expatiate  over  the  characteristics  of  the 

PcapoBB  AMP  Mam's  Oppoiri'OMiTt ;  Puritan  pulpit;  and  we  are  far  from  wish- 

naon  preached  befooe  tbe  Directors  ing  that  a  single  sentence  of  Dr  Miller's 

Friends  of  (be  London   Mission-  general  estimate — so  just  and  so  beanti- 

^ieCy,  Hay  1B61.    By  Rev.  Mr  jully  expressed— had  been  omitted.    But 

'■OH.  vby  bos  he  not  a  sketch  of  Dr  Goodwin, 

Lonaen-  Snow     1881  whose  theological  legacy  is  to  oreupy  no 

,.  fewer  than  filteen  volumes  of  the  series? 

l»  duconrse,  worttiy  both  of  the  The  group  of  Puritan   preachers  shonld 

n  and  of  the  preacher.  ii„e  been  in  the  background  of  the  Giood- 

win  portrait.    Wetrust,ioo,  that,in  futnre 

,  critical  estimates,  there  will  not  be  sudi 

IS  StANDutD  Dmssa ;    Puritan  ample  and  frequent  reference  to  the  no- 

««.    Goodwin's  Works;  VoL  I-—  torioua   Oxford   "Essays  and  Beviews;" 

"«»■  of  the  Fiist  Chapter  of  the  otherwise  an  impression  will  be  left  that  all 

ille  to  the  EpbBMBB.  the  sixty  volumes  promised  have  been  re- 

Mntmrgh:  J«aa  Kld»L  18SL  pnUfehed  with  the  express  aim  of  confut- 
ing  the  seven  modeni  Saddncees,  and  thnt 

™er9  vill  be  already  apprised  of  the  best  and  the  oldest  of  England's  theo- 

'uDl'igreatetUerprisetorepQbliBb.iu  logtans  have  been  raised  ft'ow  the  grave 

sof  very  handsome  and  wonderfallj  to  denollsk  «  small,  and,  we  should  hope, 

TOlames,  tbe  chief  theological  writ-  »  very  short-lived  sect,   that  has  arisen 

■wPsritans.    MisiMcn  of  all  tke  nithin  Ae  Anglican  Establishnient.    Dr 
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Miller's  aUasioss  to  Ibe  dangerous  boolc  maUer, 
are  in vaviablj' pointed  and  pithy,  and  never  absolve 
fat-fetcbed ;  and  nbat  be  has  done  in  the     graphei 


and  dune  bo  ftdmirably,  bhuuM 
hie  associated  usayislB  and  biu- 
1  from  doing  anj  more. 


SuttlligittrE. — SLflitci  ^tEshijtmnn  Cl)iitr|). 


Beraick. — This  presbytery  met  on  4th 
June  —  the  Rev.  Dr  Cairnn,  moderalor. 
Mr  James  Holmes  delivered  a  sermon 
nn  John  zi.  25,  nhich  was  approved  of. 
Evangelistic  work  wiihin  the  bounds  of 
the  presbytery  was  the  principal  subject 
nndcr  consideration.  It  appeared  from  ibe 
statement  of  various  ministers,  that  there 
is  at  present  a  promising  religions  awaken- 
ing over  the  whole  bounds  of  the  presby- 
tery in  Berwick^ire,  and  everywhere  there 
is  a  great  desire  to  hear  the  word  of  God. 
It  was  unanimonsly  agreed  to  remit  the 
subject  to  ^e  coDveners  of  the  tJiree  dis- 
tricts, that  tbej  may  communicate  with  the 
brethren,  and  m^e  snch  arrangements  as 
appear  best  fluited  for  carrying  on  the 
work.  It  was  also  agreed  to  au,lborize  the 
conveners,  on  consulting  with  the  brethren 
in  the  district,  to  apply  Co  the  Home  Miu- 
sion  Committee  for  help,  should  there  ap- 
pear to  them  necessity  for  it  The  Rev. 
Jobn  Hunter  gave  an  enconraging  report 
of  services,  by  himself  and  the  Bev.  AVm. 
Porteons,  in  Holy  Island.  The  clerk  was 
instructed  to  apply  lo  the  Theological 
Committee  for  each  books  for  the  examin- 
ation of  students,  as  are  not  already  pos- 
sessed by  the  presbytery.  It  was  aiireed 
to  consider  the  subject  of  lay  agency  in 
connection  with  the  religions  movements 
of  the  present  time  at  next  meeting  of 
presbytery,  which  was  appointed  to  be  held 
on  Tuesday  the  16th  July.  The  Rev. 
James  Scott  gave  in  (he  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  and  the  committee 
were  thanked  for  their  diligence,  and  reap- 
pointed. The  Rev.  Thomas  Montgomeiy 
was  appointed  moderator  for  Che  next 
twelve  months. 

i>untfce.— This  presbytery  met  on  Tues- 
day the  leth  June— the  Rev.  Dr  M'Gavin, 
moderator.  The  presbytery  engaged  in 
special  religions  exercises,  which  were 
condacted  by  Messrs  Marshall  and  Mac- 
lean, the  Rev.  Mr  Marshall  giving  an  ad- 
dress on  Christian  union.  Read  a  letter 
from  the  concpner  of  the  Committee  on 
Theological  Education,  intimating  that 
the  Synod  had  authorized  that  committee 
to  supply  the  presbyteries  with  the  books 
required  for  the  examination  of  stodenu. 
The  presbytery  instrocted  the  clerk  to 
^pply  far  a  foil  set  of  examination  books 


for  the  Dundee  Presbytery,  and  Co  request 
that  they  should  be  forwarded  as  boud  bs 
possible.  Read  the  new  arrangement  pro- 
posed (from  lit  October  1861  to  1st  Octo-  ' 
ber  1B64)  by  the  Home  Mission  Bosnl 
with  the  congregations  receiving  supple- 
ment in  the  bounds.  After  consideration, 
the  presbytery  instructed  the  clerk  to  n-  '• 
mit  said  new  arrangement  to  the  conpre-  ( 
gallons  interested,  for  their  coDsideradoi, 
and  enjoin  these  congregations  to  repon 
at  or  before  next  meeting  of  presbyteij, 
which  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  oi 
Tuesday  the  30th  July.  Mr  David  Bein, 
student  of  the  fourth  year,  gave  a  ds- 
Coursc,  which  was  BuBtatned ;  Mr  Daiil 
K.  Miller  was  examined  in  Natural  Pbili> 
Bophy.  The  convener  of  the  CommitlM 
on  Home  Operations  reported  anent  tbe 
Buiterbum  station,  Dundee,  which  report 
waa  favourable  and  encouraging.  It  staled 
that  the  committee  had  engaged  Mr  Divid 
Hay  to  labour  there  as  the  presbyieir'i 
missionary  for  a  quarter  of  a  year,  bejin- 
ning  in  the  month  of  July.  The  presbj- 
teiy  gave  cordial  thanks  to  tbe  commit- 
tee, and  Bti|)gested  means  in  order  to  r9i!« 
funds  for  the  hupporc  of  this  interesiing 

£dinitirjA,— This  presbytery  met  on  3i 
June — Mr  Rutherford,  moderator.  Mr , 
Croom  was  elected  moderator  for  tbe  cor' 
rent  half-year.  A  call  from  the  congrepi- 
tion  in  Ollaberry,  Shetland,  to  Mr  Baillie, 
probationer,  was  sneiained  by  Che  pretb;- 
tery.  Rev.  Thomas  Finlarson  read  a  peii- 
tiou  from  the  Mission  Chapel  in  Simlli 
Gray's  Close,  connected  wiUi  Broughioj 
Place  and  Rose  Street  congregations,  prat- 
ing for  amoderation  in  a  call  to  that  Cbspel. 
The  presbytery  appointed  the  moderation  id 
take  place  On  Tuesday  the  25th  June— Dt 
Thomson  to  preach  and  preside.  Sv 
Brown,  Dalkeith,  reported  that  ho  had 
gone  to  Millhill,  MusBelburgh,  on  Mondav 
the  20lh  of  May,  and  proceeded  to 
moderate  in  a  call  to  that  church.  Ttie 
names  of  two  gentlemen  were  proposed  is 
be  called  by  the  congregation — the  Rev.  < 
J.  A.  Johnston,  West  Linton,  and  tbe 
Rev.  George  Barlas,  formerly  of  Anchlei- 
mnchty.  On  the  vote  being  taken,  there 
voted  for  Mr  Barlas,  188;  and  for  Wt 
Johnston,  85  ;  and  Dr  Brown  aecordinelr 
declared  Mr  BoHaa  dnly  elected.  The 
call  was  signed  bj  1 1 1  members  and  26  ad- 
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hcrenti ;  and  ni^inat  tbi«  signing,  99  rnem- 

bera  and  20  adherenls  objected.  Dr  Brown 
read  a  petition  fioni  ibe  conttregHlion, 
praying  that  tbe  call  in  favour  of  Mr  Bar- 
Ju  migbt  be  sustained.  He  also  read  a 
iwtilion  from  the  minority  of  the  eongrega- 
liiiii,  protesting  against  the  election  of  the 
Be'.  Mr  Bartas.  Dr  Feddie  moved  ihal 
the  presbytery  aostnin  the  call ;  and  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  meet  with  the 
memorialists.  After  considerable  discos- 
aion,  agreed  nnanimons];  to  enstain  the 
cn[l,  and  by  U  M  IS  to  appoint  a  com- 
miuee,  in  terma  of  Dr  Peddie's  motion. 
The  clerk  then  read  the  deliverance  of  the 
Sjnod  on  the  Siateforcl  ease,  which  was  to 
ihe  effect  that  the  Synod  dismiss  the  ap- 
put  of  the  appellants  as  ill-founded  and 
'ciatioas,  confirm  the  findinft  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Bdiabnrjfh,  and  remit  to  the 
presbytery,  in  the  event  of  the  parlies  who 
hidbrooght  thecharges  against  Mr  Thom- 
WQ  not  expressing  contrition  for  their 
toniiuct,  to  "Dspend  them  from  the  ftellow- 
«liip  of  the  Church.  The  parties  were  not 
present  to  express  contrition.  The  clerk 
<u  instructed  to  snmmnn  Che  parties  to 
ippearnaxt  month.  Mr  Rennie,  Dalkeith, 
"ill,  in  regard  to  the  conference  that  had 
<»ten  place  between  the  Free  Chnrch 
i'resbyrery  and  their  own  concerning  the 
CinsewaTside  case,  the  minute  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Presbytery  ran  to  the 
sffect,  that  the  United  Presbyterian  Pres- 
liflery  approved  of  the  report  of  the  con- 
ference; and  in  the  event  of  a  correspond- 
ing approval  on  the  part  of  the  Free 
Cbareh  of  the  proceedings  of  their  com- 
iniliee,  the  case  was  to  terminate  in  so  fur 
I  as  presbyterial  action  was  concerned. 
Oilier  members  thought  the  matter  should 
now  be  allowed  to  rest,  seeing  that  the 
parties  made  no  appearance  at  the  bar, 
''bich  opinion  seemed  to  he  almost  nn- 
iiimonsly  felt  by  the  presbytery.  The 
preebyiery  then  adjonmed. 

Glasgow. — This  presbytery  met  on  lllh 
Jnne— .Mr  Stirling,  Coatbridge,  moderator. 
The  ordination  of  Mt  Johnston,  Spring. 
t>am,  was  delayed  from  the  SGlh  June  to 
L  ^  July.  Petitions  were  presented  fixim 
I  ikfl  session  and  congregation  of  Eegent 
Place,  praying  the  presbytery  to  appoint  a 
ffliniater  for  moderating  in  a  call ;  also  a 
similar  petition  from  Ihe  session  at  Follok- 
iliawa.  Tbe  24th  Jnne  was  appointed  for 
moderating  in  both  congregations.  Mr 
JeETrey,  as  one  of  the  deputation  appointed 
M  visit  the  congregations  and  preaching 
"ations  in  the  Western  Isles,  reported 
fivDurablj  of  the  labours  in  that  part  of 
the  vineyard.  Me  never  saw  such  exter- 
nal wretchedness  as  was  to  be  found  in 
Skje,  never  saw  sncb  huts  in  any  part  of 
the  world  as  there,    Dr  Johnston,  another 


of  the  deputation,  corroborated  the 
ments  made  by  Mr  Jeffrey.  The  con' 
tion  then  dropped.  The  presbytery  had 
also  before  them  the  subject  of  unlicensed 
students  occupying  pulpits.  No  formal 
deliterance  was  come  to,  bat  the  opinion 
of  the  members  was,  that  the  Synod's 
regulation  against  the  employment  of  un- 
licensed etudcniB  should  be  obeyed. 

Zanarjt.— This  presbytery  met  on  Taee- 
day,  the  4th  June— the  Rov.  Peter  C.  Dnn- 
canson,  mndernlor.  An  apology  for  the 
absence  of  Mr  William  Russell,  student  in 
divinity,  who  was  expected  to  be  present 
to  deliver  all  his  exercises,  was  sustained. 
The  clcfk  read  a  report  of  the  statislica  of 
the  congregations  within  the  presbytery. 
The  report  was  cordially  adopted  as  the 


divinity,  gave  an  exercise  and  additions 
on  Romans  vlii.  l?-23,  which  was  sos- 
tained;  he  was  also  examined  in  Latin, 
Hebrew,  and  Greek.  The  next  meeting  of 
presbytery  was  appointed  to  be  held  on 
Tuesday  the  30th  Jnly. 

Lancashire.  ~-  This  presbytery  met  at 
Blackburn  on  Tuesday,  11th  June— Rev, 
Francis  Skinner,  moderator.  The  Rev. 
Rdberi  S.  Scott  reported  that  he  had  visited 
Bradford  on   the  10th  May,  c" '— -" 


gation 
bad  formerly 
heen  members  of  the  English  Presbyterian 
congregation  in  Bradford;  and  that  supply 
for  the  pulpit  had  heen  continued  by  the 
presbytery,  as  the  Ber.  D.  Sim  waa  still 
absent  through  indisposition.  A  letter 
from  Mr  Sim  was  read,  stating  that  his 
health  was  greatly  improved,  and  that  he 
hoped  to  resume  his  labours  in  Bradford  in 
the  beginning  of  July.  Agreed  that  Dr 
M'Kerrow  should  provide  supply  for  tbe 
last  Sabbath  of  June,  and  that  the  moder- 
ator should  assist  Mr  Sim  at  the  dispensa- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Snpper  on  the  second 
Sabbath  of  July.  Mr  Scott  reported  that 
the  Synod,  at  its  recent  meeting,  had 
unanimously  ap'eed  to  diqoin  Mr  Dickie 
and  the  Bristol  congregfttion  from  this 
presbytery,  and  to  add  them  to  the  Lon- 
don Presbytery ;  and  read  letter  from  Mr 
Dickie,  and  minnte  of  the  Bristol  ses- 
sion, acquiescing  in  this  arrangement.  Mr 
Dickie's  name  was  consequently  taken 
from  the  roll.  The  Bev.  Robert  Cameron 
reported  that  he  had  visited  Ramsey,  and 
preached  there  on  the.  7th  and  Bth  April; 
that  the  congregation  had  readily  complied 
'with  the  recommendation  of  the  presbytery, 
to  provide  supply  for  Mr  M'Owan's  pulpit 
for  a  month  at  the  end  Of  snmmer,  and  had 
it  in  contemplation  to  attempt  Ihe  building 
of  a  manse;  and  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
condition  of  the  congregation  was  satisfac- 
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tor;  ttsi  eneourftdng.    Mi  Cameron  wa«  to  tabep1aceoiiTn«sdBj,the2dJa)j,— Hi 

thanked  for  his  diligence  ia  falfilliiia  the  SteTenson  to  preach,  tuid  Mr  M'Eushieu 

l^)poin[meD(  of  the  preebjterj ;  and  the  ftive  the  cbargei  to  miniElec  and  pcopli. 

clerk  wa»in8trnctedtoeiniea»ourtoarrange  Mr  SteYcnBon,  convener  of  the  Conimi 

foi  the  Bnpplf  of  MrM'Owon's  palpit  fara  on  StatiBCicB,  gave  in  a  report,  which 

month  al  the  end  of  aammer  bj  the  minis-  laid  on  the  table  for  cotuidenition  ali 

ten  of  the  presbyter;;  their  pulpits  being  ordinarj  meeting.     Mr  Bobson  read  Ihe 

snpplied  bj  the  preacher  who  would  other-  first  of  a  leriee  of  preabjterikl  tnctt  on 

wise  haTB  been  sent  to  Ramse;.    Messrs  practical  sobjects.    The  toific  wag  prsju, 

Stitt  and  Scott  reported  that   the;  bad  and  2000  copies  for  distribution  among  ibe 

TJeiled  Kendal  according  to  appointment ;  canKreguious  were  ordered  to  be  prinled, 

that  Mr  Scott  had  preached  to  the  Sunday  NewcaUlt. — This  presbyterj  met  on  iht 

scholan  on  the  afterooon  of  the  last  SalA  4Ih  June — the  Rev.  A.  Shennau,  modera- 

bath  of  May,  and  to  the  consregalion  in  tor  j>ro  ttm.    A  cummonication  from  the 

the  CTening;  that  the  deputation  had  met  congregation  of  Swalwell  was  read,  et" 

with  the  managers,  and  with  the  congre-  ing  their  embarrassed  circumstances, 

gation.  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  2Tlh  Barrie,  t^eliug  the  difficulties  of,  the  ci 

May,  when  they  found  the  financial  afFa.irs  wasnotnowpiepaied  toaay  what  be  vo 

of  the  congregation  in  a  satisfactory  condi-  propose  to  do  wiib  the  view  of  meeling 

tion,  and  had  the  opportunity  of  addressing  them,  hnt  intended  to  do  lo  at  next  m 

seasonable  coonselB  to  the  people.    At  ihe  ing  of  presbytery,  now  appointed  to  bi 

request  of  Ihe  Rev.  Hugh  Wallace,  the  flr«l  Tnesday  of  July.    Till  then  the 

presbytery  recommended  the  Eendal  con-  stands   over   for  decision.      The  Mission 

gregation  to  proceed  with  an  election  of  Committee  reported  their  intention  to  send 

elders.    Mr  Stitt  reported  that   the  new  Messrs  Fisk,  Wallace,  and  Douglas,  ati 

school-room  at  Everton  had  been  opened  deputation  to  visit  the  district  of  Tonlaw, 

for  public  worship  on  the  second  Sabbath  in   the  prosecution   of  their   evangelislit 

of  May    by    Dr   Crichton    and    the   Kev,  efforts,    which    Che    presbytery    approvwi. 

Messrs  Taylor  and  Graham,   with  most  Mr  Gray,  student,  was  examined  in  Lilin, 

encouraging   prospects  of   success  ;    that  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  and  gave  an  exercise 

nbont  100  sittiugt  had  been  let,  and  the  with  additions  on  J^hn  r.  SC,  all  of  which 

collections  had  been  liberal;  and  that  a  were  sustained  and  approved  j  the  remain- 

Sahbath  school  and  weekly  prayer-meetinc  der  of  the  exercises  assigned  him  to  be 

were  about  to  he  commenced.    The  clerk  given  at  next  meeting  of  presbytery.   Bead 

reported  that  Mr  David  Walker,  student,  a  circular  from  the  Synod's  Borne  Missiua 

had  been  transferred  to  the  London  Fres~  Secretary  is  to  the  scheme  for  Sapplemenl- 

bytery.    The  usual   devotional   exercises  lag  Stipends,  when  it  was  agreed  to  corre- 

were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Graham,  spond  with  parties  concerned,  and  to  cud- 

and  Mr  Alexander  Denholm,  elder.    Next  sider  the  matter  at  next  meeting. 

meeting  to  be  held  at  Grange  Road,  Bit-  Stirling,- — This  presbytery  met  on  Jnnc 

kenhead,  on  Tnesday,  30lh  July.      The  t.    After  praise  and  prayer,  the  annnil 

Bev.   James   Towers    reported    that  the  missionary  sermon  was  preached  by  the 

meeting  of  presbytery  which  had    been  Bev.  William  M-Laren,  Blairlogie,  from 

summoned  at  Edinburgh  during  the  Synod  Isa.  ix.  S,  "  His  name  shall  he  called— ihe 

veek  had  not  been  held;  and  presented  a  mighty  God."    The  address  was  given  by 

minute  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Frew,  and  related  lo  the  in>- 

ministers  and  elders  resident  in  England,  portauce  and  mBana  of  bringing  the  prts- 

which  bad  been  held  in  Edinburgh  on  the  byiery  into  closer  and  more  beneficial  ia- 

Wednceday  morning  of  the  first   Synod  tercoorse  with  the  congregations.    Devo- 

weefc,  to  consider  the  qnestion  of  Provin-  tional  exercises  preceded  and  followed  the 

cial  Synods,  and  especially  of  a  Prnvincial  address.    Tbe  nsnal  conversation  on  the 

Synod  of  England.    Alter  cansidering  tbe  stale  of  reliflion  in  the  congregations  was 

report,  and  various  snggestions  concerning  deferred.    The  Erskiae  Church  congrega- 

Cbristian  union,   a  committee,  consistinf;  lion  haviDH  requested  tbe  presbytery  to 

of  tbe  rainiiiters  and  presbytery  elders  of  appoint  one  of  their  nimiber  to  modcralo 

the  congregations  in  Liverpool  and  Bir-  in   a  call  for   a   colleague  to   tbe  Rev. 

kenhead,  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  state-  John  Steedman,  their  peiition  waa  granl- 

ment  on  the  whole  subject,  and  report  to  ed,  and  the  moderation  was  appointed  to 

next  meeting — Rev,  James  Towers,  con-  take  place  on  Tuesd«r,  July  2,  at  half- 

vener.     Closed  with  the  benediction.  past  six  f.k., — Mr  M'Laren  to  preacb  and 

Meb-oK.—Thu  presbytery  met  on   4th  preside.    The  presbytery  agreed,  at  ibc 

June — Mr  Oliver,  moderator.    Mr  Dickie,  same  time,  to  express  thdr  warmest  sym- 

having  accepted  the  call  from  the  West  palhy  with  their  brother,  Hr  Sttcdmaa, 

Uion,   Selkirk,   delivered   all   bis  and  his  family,  und«rth«r  recent  bereave- 

r  ordination,  which  was  appointed  menl ;  and  theii  earnest  dcaixe  and  hope 
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Ail  he   maj  toon  ba  fally  re*tored  to  u  a  mUtionaiy  to  CiJVBria,  Secember  4 1 

beBldi,  and  l>s  loDg  ipued  for  nHfoloew  Alesaoder  Law,  sa  a  miauoaairf  lo  Aai- 

ia  (be  Church.   At  the  reqoeit  orUiecou-  inOia,  April  S4,  1S61. 

Eregition    of   BanDockbarn,    the  Loid'i  

Supper  was  appointed  to  bo  adminietered  ^^  fn-aa-Btrjitrtrto* 

Ihere  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  thij  moatb,  ^^  coHOKEOATiowi, 

the  Bev,  James  M'Ewau  of  Fertb  to  pre-  Mark's  Chapel,  bj  the  PresbjteiT'  t>l. 

side;  Bud  the  congregation  were   aitbo-  Edinburgh,  October  2,  1860;  Fonabmsh, 

riled  lo  applj  to  the  committee  of  snpply  by  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  Horem- 

(br  heariggB  of  certain  preachen.     The  ber  6;  Kilcreggan,  by  the  Presbytery  of 

next  meetiDg  ia  to  be  on  the  last  Taetday  Paisley  and  Qreenoch,  December  4  ;  Ben- 

of  July.  deraoD  Chorcb,  by  tlie  Presbyieiy  of  Sdiu- 

,  bat^b,  PebmaryS,  1861 ;  Ponknockie  and 

iBjcsTMBKT  OT  SYWOD'a  KOLi.  Iludochj,-  by    the    Presbytery  of  Banff, 
March  G ;  Clapbam,  bj  the  Fresbyteir  of 

Iiwaa  reported  (bat  the  following  ehangeB  London,  April  8 ;  Westboumegrove  Ter- 

ifectiog  the  roll  of  miniBlen  had  occurred  race,  by  the  Presbytery  of  London,  April 

ilnce  last  meeting  of  Synod,  namely :—  IS ;  York  Place,  b;  the  Presbytery  of  Perth, 

RaaoBtd  by  Z)eaiL— William  T.  Bankine.  Fabntry  £6. 

BFcchin,  Jane    24,  1860;    Henry   Augos,  

'  Aberdeen,  June   28;  John  More.  Alloa,       . „ 

■'    mb^    10;    Johk    Newlandi    D.D.;  *■">«="  o^  Condolexcb  ro  iHSOWtW 


Ferth,  Janaury  ID,  1861 ;  James  Robert- 
Kin,  D.D.,  Oloagow,  Joanary  14 ;  Adam 

Thoniion,  D.D.,  Coldstream,  Febraaiy  2S ;  [We  this  month  insert  the  following  doco- 

Jimes  Forsyth,  Craigend,  Pebniaiy  as.  menC,  interesting  in  itself,  and  also  inter- 

Ciai^«f    Demitttd, ~- A.daia    Thonson,  estingon  acconnt  of  iheexceedingmiity 

HiKJck,  having  accepted  an  invitation  to  of  addreasea  to  ths  Throne  from  any  of 

itcone  paalor  of  the  United  Preshytorian  our  Chtncb  Courts.— Ed.] 

Cmifregalion    in    Sydney,    New    Sooth  _    ,..         •    t.  „  m   „       ___ 

VA  ^'October  9,   1860 '  Alexander  B.  ^o  the  Quem  8  Most  Exci^li^TC      , 

Sdaoders,  Mnaeelburgh,   in  consequence  miJB8ir._ 

ofill  health,  Febroary  5,  1861.  Mai  IT  PLEASE  TODK  MajhhTi, 

Imhttted. — Robert  Cameron,  formerly  of  Wb,  your  Mtyesty's  dutiful  ao^ects. 

Sunk  Church,  Perth,  to  Birkenhead,  July  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  United 

10,  ISeU;  Jobn  Edmend,  B.D.,  fornerly  Presbyterian  Omich,  met  in  Synod,  have 

er  Bsgeni  Place,   Glasgow,  to  Mingtou,  not  been  acciistomeiltoaddresitiieThrone, 

IiOadoti,  AngnsT  91 ;  Junes  M'Owan,  for-  hsving  for  ourselves  no  favour  to  ackuow- 

neil;  of  Ban  nock  bur  D,  to  North  Church,  ledge  or  to  supplicate,  and  well  content  in 

Penh,  May   7,    1861;   Bancau    Ogilria,  peaceand  liberty  to  attend  to  our  business 

(Edinburgh,  Mafch  18;  William  Gillespie,  as  an  ecclesiastical  body,  and  to  abstain 

Edinburgh,  Harcb  19.  from  alt  interference   with   civil   affairs, 

Probalioneri    OrdatHed. — John   Wilson,  unless  where  the  righta  of  conscience  ara 

I   Ch.l>,,    Qlnsgoti,    June    5,    1880;    Joha  concerned. 

M'SwsioE,  Anchtennuchty,  July  4;  David  Bnt  no  portion  of  your  Majesty's  snb- 

Xiir,  Ireland,  August  9;  Donald   Boss,  jecta  more  highly  prize  the  benefits  enjoyed'    . 

Inverness,   Angnst  32;   Hu^  Stevenson,  under  the  British  Constitution,  oraremore 

Ueliaae,    October    S;   Kobart   Wiahart,  heartily  attached  to  your  Majesty's  person, 

Ihombill,    October    11;  Andrew   Clark,  than  theMinistersaudEIdersof  thisSynod, 

I  Qileiionse,   October  33;   Thonias   Swan,  and  the  Members  of  the  numerous  IJeno- 

[  MuirMn,    Oclober    30;    William    Miller,  mi  nation  which  we  represent. 

I  ^rikirk,  November  6;   Hugh  T.  Howal,  Tbe  blessings  of  a  constitutional  and 

I  oronglity  Ferry,  November  8  ;  James  Por-  beneficial  rule,  of  a  pure  Court,  and  of  aa 

I   ■yth,  Gorebridse,  November  37  ;  Bobert  illuiitrioiismoralexaniplebythe  Sovereign, 

'lobnnon,  LL.B.,  Arbroath,  December  4  ;  which,  in  a  combination  and  measure  un- 

I   ^.  0.  Fraser,  Sutton,  Cheshire,  January  exampled,  have  distinguished  your  Ma- 

I    '^    ISGI ;     John    Peltigrew,     Orkney,  jesty's   reign,  call   forth  our  devout  md 

Juinary  a%  1861 ;  James  Craig,  BIytb,  frequent  thanksgiving  to  Ood,  while  they 

"Wch  12;  WiJlisHi  Kigbv  Murray,  Ardroi-  deepen  oik  aentimems  of  reverence  and 

>*'^  March  26;  John  Thomson,  Orkney,  love  lowaid  your  Majesty,  and  inspire  am 

April  17  •  William  Dnncan,  ordained  as  a  respectTul  sympathy  in  your  seasons  of 

"liMioTitry  to  Australia,  JnJy   10,   I860;  sorrow, 

^oliiiR(ilttDn,aBamissionaiytoIndia,  July  -     Tbe  virtues  «Mch  have  so  exalted  and 

^'j  William  Martin,  as  a  raissioQary  la  eodeared    our    Sovereign,    we   conceive, 

ludisiSepteoit^r  2S ;  John  A.  Chalmets,  musti  under  God,  be  attributable  iu  d»- 
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imM  degree  to  the  training  and  example 
of  her  Inte  Boyal  Highnesi  the  Dacheei 
of  Kent,  on  whom,  in  widowed  BecluBion, 
devolved,  with  all  ita  anxieties  and  reepon- 
Mbilities,  the  nhole  parental  care  af  yoar 
Majeaty  in  early  life:  and  on  the  demise 
of  that  illustrious  Princess  and  dcToted 
mother,  we  feel  that  one  had  passed  awaj', 
to  whom  were  due  a  nation's  respect  and 
gratitude,  and  in  whose  loss  jour  Majesty 
had  safTcred  a  bereaycment  far  snrpassing 
in  its  heaviness  any  with  which  Divine 
Proridenee  had  before  afflicted  jon. 

With  profound  respect  we  tendet  to 
your  Majesty  our  heartfelt  condolence 
under  this  severe  trial ;  and  we  pray  the 
Father  of  mercies  and  God  of  all  comfort 
to  SDstain,  sanctify,  and  console  your  spirit 
by  the  Divine  Comforter,  and, 'amid  the 
vicissitudes  of  this  mortal  life,  to  grant 
you,  with  these  heavenly  supports,  increas- 
ing consolation  and  happiuess  in  your 
varied  domestic  relationships,  and  in  the 
attachment  and  prosperity  of  your  people. 
And  that  God  may  long  preserve  and 
prosper  yoar  Majestv,  your  illQatriouB 
Consort,  the  Prince  of' Wales,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  Royal  House,  that  He  may 
bless  you  and  them  wilh  all  spiritual  and 
temporal  blessings,  and  that  He  may  ren- 
der your  reign  an  ever- increasing  blessing 
to  a  religious,  .free,  oniled,  and  happy 
people,  is  the  fervent  desire, 
May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

Of  your  Majesty's  devoted  subjects. 
In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  Synod  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  assembled  in  their 
Hall  at  Edinburgh  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  May  1S61. 
(Signed)   JohnRobson.D.D.,  J/M&roror. 
David  Cbawford,  Clerk. 


mnft  have  been  many  who  aohly  deaentd 
sneh  an  honour.  Stil!  it  is  an  nadoobitd 
fact,  that  seldom  is  there  any  ohituuj 
notice  of  the  "  excellent  ones  of  the  earth." 
that  are  ever  dropping;  out  of  the  ranki  of 
the  eldership  into  the  grave,  thouRh  the 
sphere  of  their  life  and  labours  will  laag 

Mr  Jeffrey  was  a  Seeeder  of  the  old 
school,  hut  free  from  bigotry  ,  and  in- 
tolerance. He  had  fuU  sympathy  with 
liberal  views  and  sentiments,  but  none 
with  those  that  were  laCitudinarian.  H< 
was  as  ready  to  welcome  what  i»  good  is 
the  present,  as  to  cliiig  to  the  tried  good 
of  the  past.-  He  revered  the  mcmorv  of  I 
those  miaisters  who  had  been  "ligbls   of   I 


the  goull 
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The  handsome  new  church  erected  by 
the  West  United  Presbyterian  congrega- 
tion, was  opened  on  Sunday  last, — Profes- 
sor Eadie  preaching  in  the  forenoon  and 
evening,  and  the  Rev.  Mr  Alison,  pastor 
of  the  congregation,  in  the  afternoon. 
The  collection  on  the  occasion  amounted 
to  L.193. 


We  have  this  month  to  record  the  death 
of  B  very  estimable  man,  a  most  devout 
and  zealous  Christian,  and,  until  the  inflr- 
inities  of  old  age  supervened,  a  sinjtularly 
active  and  exemplary  elder  in  the  United 
Prethyterian  Church.  Wo  do  not  under- 
stand how,  in  the  annals  of  our  different 
denominations,  only  a  few  "elders"  have 
"obtained  a  good  report,"  though  there 


iajs,  and  was  never  slow  to  give  grspbif    i 
sketches   of  their    nainistry,    as    well  ai 
antbentic  accounts  of  their  predecesion;    . 
but  he  also  appreciated— in  the  latter  pi»- 
tion  of  his  life,  when  he  had  removed  fron    ' 
a  village  near  the  Borders  to  Glasgow-    ' 
the  varied  talents  of  the  new  generationin    ■ 
the  West.    He  was  not  convinced,  perhipi. 
that  certain  modem  changes  were  itepi  of 
progress ;  but  felt  inclined  to  regret  tlie 
abolition   of  "preaching   days,"  and  the 
general  curtailment  of  services  in  coonet- 
tion  with  the  dispensation  of  the  Lord'i 
Supper, — since  they  had  afforded  himself, 
for  many  years,  the  highest  spiritual  re- 
freshment.     Nor  did    he    share    in   the 
modern  taste  for   brief  sketchy  sennoils 
but  preferred  those  of  the  old  longitude— 
if  they  kept  free   from    repetitions  mi 
other  means  for  easily  stretching  onl  iheir 
dimensions.    Mr  Jeffrey  was  well  read  ia 
old  Scottish  theology ;  and  all  the  parts  of 
the  Calvinistic  system  had  been  thoroughlj    j 
examined  by  his  own  eminently  vigorons    ' 
intellect,   in  hoars  of  earnest  lueditaiioc. 
For  nearly  half  a  century  he  waa  an  elder 
in  oar  Church.    The  earlier  andthelai^ 

Einion  of  that  time  was  spent  near  the 
orders, — he  being  an  elder  in  the  Seces- 
sion congregation  at  Coldstream,  of  which 
the  late  Dr  Adam  Thomson  was  Ihe 
minister.  Unlike  the  great  roajorily  of 
country  elders  at  that  period,  he  was  ic- 
markably  lealoas  in  the  discharge  of  Eicb 
duties  as  visiting  the  sick,  the  dying,  ind 
the  bereaved,  iu  his  district,  and  engaging 
in  prayer  and  suitable  religious  counMls. 
Many  persons  survive  who  retain  viiid 
recollections  of  the  fervent,  fresh,  varied, 
and  searching  character  of  his  devotions 
and  conversation  in  the  chamber  of  afflic- 
rion.  He  had,  in  his  nature,  alargede- 
velopmenlofhomonr;  but  ibis  never  K«ve 
an  unreemly  edging  to  the  gravity  of  his 
general  Christian  deportment,  and  never 
marred  in  the  least  the  aolemn  impres- 
sion of  hia  religion!  eiercises.    His  laagb 
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panian  nii);bt  judge,  decidedly  boielerons; 
beoinse,  wbaieier  be  did,  he  did  it  with 
all  his  migbt,  and  into  &ay  mood — how- 
erer  phasing — the  whole  man  was  caaC 
But  the  Christinn  world  is  no  loDger 
shocked  to  leam  that  Lother  had  n  sn- 
premely  jully  manner  of  smiling  and 
knghirig.  Mr  Jeffrey  is  well  known  as 
ibe  father  of  two  distinguished  luinistera 
in  our  Church.  In  many  respects,  h  was 
no  ilighc  honour  for  him  to  have  reared 
ind  trained  Ibem  for  the  jiulpit ;  and  be 
vss  ponnitted,  not  only  to  see  ihem 
wcapying  their  present  important  poats  in 
ihe  city  of  Glasgow,  bat  also,  for  lever&l 
jears  before  bia  death,  to  lire  so  near 
ibem,  that,  at  any  hoar,  he  could  be  in 
ibeir  company,  and  on  any  Sabbath  he 
rould  listen  to  the  able  preaching  of  one 
w  both  of  them.  He  whs  deeply  grateful 
lolhe  kind  Providence  that  conferred  such 
I  rare  privilege.  On  removing  to  Glai- 
fow,  he  became  an  elder  in  the  congrega- 
linn  presided  over  bj-  hii  elder  son, — the 
fc'.  George   Jeffrey ;   and  in  that  new 


to  the  afflicted,  the 

sick,  and  the  dying,  and  hia  efforts  fur  their 
spiriiaal  welfare,  were  conspicuous  and 
uninterrupted.  For  aorao  yeara  hia  great 
natural  strength  was  too  obviously  giving 
way ;  and  at  the  age  of  fourscore  he 
knew  that  no  renewal  of  youth  was  to  be 
expected  on  this  side  of  the  prave.  Ha 
looked  forward  to  the  spring  of  the  other 
woild,  and  cherished  no  melancholy  over 
fast- hastening  decay.  Two  years  ago,  hia 
old  minister,  Dr  Thomson  (then  bearing  a 
much  heavier  burden  of  infirmities),  called 
to  see  him,  and  the  meeting  between  them 
was  very  touching.  Each  remembeied 
what  the  other  had  been  in  Ms  prime. 

The  usefnlnesa  of  the  elderahip  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  is  being 
rapidly  enhanced  ;  still,  it  will  be  long  be- 
fore the  most  solemn  and  important  func- 
tiona  of  the  order  be  more  conscientionsly 
and  energetically  performed  than  they 
were  for  the  last  two  generations  by  Archi- 
bald  Jeffrey,  ibongh — so  far  as  we  are 
aware — be  never  opened  hia  lips  either  in 
Presbytery  or  in  Synod. 


Blnutjilii  3Vitrn8]iirt. 

NEW  BILL  FOR  EDUCATION  IN  SCOTLAND. 

The  Lord  Advocate  must  be  allowed  credit  for  no  common  perseverance  in  attempt- 
In;  to  caiTj  a  measare  on  National  Education.  Were  it  not  for  his  ahilitj  and 
*l(«5uence,  which  give  freshness  and  variety  to  the  exposition  of  an  old  subject,  he 
vould,  as  identified  with  an  annual  Education  Bill,  become  a  bore  in  the  category 
of  Berkeley  and  the  Ballot,  Spooner  and  Maynooth,  etc. ,  etc.  Session  after  seaaion 
iiep^pares  and  inlroducee  a  bill  elaborately  made  up  of  novelties,  antiquities,  and 
uigeaious  compromisee,  and  Bliowing  patches  of  new  upon  the  old,  and  pieces  of  the 
m  taclted  to  the  new  ;  but  he  soon  discoveiB  that  it  conciliates  no  enemy,  and 
tbat  it  iaHts  to  satisfy  almost  every  friend,  and  be  seems  resigned  to  its  summary 
rejection.  Yet,  when  viewing  its  fat«,  his  Lordship's  manner  plainly  threatens 
jtat  henceforth  he  will  meddle  no  more  with  the  impracticable  question,  but  will 
We  ila  settlement  to  be  attempted  by  others  or  by  nobody.  A  legislator,  who 
™  made  more  than  half  a  dozen  different  efforts,  may  be  excused  for  pausing  until 
some  of  bis  many  associates  have  mado  one  trial  at  least.  The  country— which  is 
oft«E  far  from  being  considerate — is  disposed  to  release  liim  from  any  obligations  to  do 
fflotein  connection  witi  this  subject.  National  Education  baa,  in  his  hands,  been 
.  W  very  unlucky,  that  a  change  in  the  maker  and  mover  of  the  bill  seems  desirable, 
nl  the  beginning  of  a  new  session,  his  Lordship  has  not  quite  recovered  from  laet 
rear's  defeat ;  and  when  asked  if  he  intends  to  bring  forward  another  educational 
■"EMure,  he  answers  dubiously,  or  with  a  leaning  to  the  No  rather  than  to  the  Yes ; 
?nd  the  pubLc  impressioa  is,  that— mindful  of  his  invariable  failures,  and  deepair- 
"ig  ot  anooflSB — he  will  do  nothing  this  year.  But  as  the  session  advances,  his  old 
^  and  hope  return — along,  perhaps,  with  a  natural  ambition  to  have  the  extension 
or  refora  of  education  associated  with  the  name  of  J^nes  Moncreiff,  so  that  that 
ii»ffle  may  go  "  abroad  "  with  the  "  Bchoolmaster ; "  and,  quit*  unexpectedly,  he  is 
"'  ^  Mucational  poet  and  work  once  more,  moving  as  energetically  and  confidently 
"if  tor  the  first  time,  or  as  if  bis  tmbroken  line  of  many  former  failures  now 
""^WfA  a  glorious  rebound  into  success.     This  is  a  true  representation  of  bis  Lord- . 
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dup  in  many  »  parliainentiirf  Mesicm ;  uid  he  has  been  good  oaough  this  jeu  not 
to  faMfj  it.  At  thia  moment  lie  ie  roUisg  the  atone  up  the  hill,  jost  w  wpefollf 
as  if  be  had  it  already  at  the  top,  or  taw  it  qnnning  down  on  the  oppo<dt«  aide,  and 
-without  any  memory  of  ita  havinD  hitherto  inTariably  rebounded  upon  Mb  own 
head.  The  flngere  of  both  of  our  hands  are  now  needed  when  we  seek  to  reckon 
the  number  of  his  uusuccessful  Ediicatiou  Sills.  But  National  Education  is  a 
matter  that  not  only  excuses,  but  warrants,  the  greatest  perseverance  on  the  part  of 
au  advocate.  That  any  eameet  statesman  should  resolve  not  t«  be  deterred  or  dis- 
couraged by  any  amount  of  past  failure  from  dealing  with  this  all-important  sub- 
ject, we  do  not  wonder  ;  but  that  he  should,  year  after  year,  persevere  in  bringing 
forward  such  a  vwy  UDBatisfaotory  measure  as  every  Educational  Bill  of  his  his 
been,  may  well  excite  surprise.  We  know  that,  from  the  state  of  paitiee  in  the 
country,  an  abstractly  perfect  bill  would  not  be  tolerated ;  still,  his  meaiurca  might 
approximate  more  closely  to  ideal  perfection,  wheresa  year  after  year  they  appear 
to  be  receding  farther  and  farther  from  it.  Obviously,  his  chief  care  in  framing  i 
bill  is  to  please  both  the  Established  and  the  Free  Churches ;  and  as  to  what  nay 
be  either  due  to,  or  demanded  by,  the  great  body  of  'Di^aentera,  he  refuses  to  enter- 
t^n  a  thought.  \fe  are  passed  over,  as  too  insignijicant  to  have  our  claims  con- 
sidered, or,  perhaps,  as  known  impracticables,  whd  will  have  nothing  to  do  witli 
compromises  and  other  devices  of  carnal  expediency.  His  Lordship  professes  in- 
ability either  to  understand  or  to  respect  our  scruples  on  the  question  ;  and  lie 
summarily  waives  us  aside,  that  he  may  have  room  and  liberty  to  effect  a  settlemeot 
between  the  Establirfmient  and  the  Free  Church.  And,  venly,  even  after  limitbg 
his  regards  to  those  two  parties,  he  finds  his  task  sufhciently  nard.  What  the  odo 
wishes,  the  other  hates  and  would  oppose ;  and  the  Free  Church  insists  upon  inno- 
vations in  the  very  place  where  the  Establishment  ia  determined  to  conserve  the 
old.  It  is  true  that  both  parties  are  now  in  a  more  accommodating  and  conciliatory 
mood  than  they  were  when  they  first  confronted  each  other  over  Education. 

The  Lord  Advocate's  newest  bill  is  at  once  his  best  and  his  worst.  We  do  not 
need  to  specify  its  various  provisions,  as  our  readers  know  them  thoroughly.  The 
increase  of  salary  for  parocniat  teachen  is  an  important  point ;  and,  indeed,  all  the 
arrangements  on  this  head  are  judicious.  The  test  ia  nomiually  abolished ;  and  no 
teacher  is  required  to  subscribe  the  stAndards  of  the  Establishment,  or  declare  that 
he  is  a  member  thereof.  Still,  he  must  make  an  expreaa  declaration  that  he  will 
teach  in  full  accordance  witit  tlioee  standards,  and  altogether  "  conform"  to  them, 
whatever  that  may  mean.  Moreover,  the  teacher  is  still  to  be  chosen  by  the  parish 
minister  and  the  heritors.  This  being  the  case,  how  can  the  test  be  reallv  abolished  ? 
The  parish  minister  is  that  test  impersonated ;  and  bis  views  and  wishes  oobody 
all  ita  rigorous  exclDsivenesB.  He  will  regard  members  of  the  Establishment  at 
the  only  eligible  teachers  of  parochial  schools ;  and  he  will  choose  none  other. 
Aa  long  as  be  keeps  the  door,  he  needs  no  test  for  barring  out  Dissenting  apdi- 
,  cants.  Let  the  bill  be  in  operation,  and  it  will  be  found  that  all  teac^is  oe- 
longing  to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  are  as  effectually  excinded  ft^m 
pansh  schools  as  they  have  long  been  through  the  teet.  It  is  not  improbable  that, 
here  and  there,  through  the  interference  <d  the  heiitois  (who  generally,  howevo', 
will  leave  the  election  in  purely  clerical  hands),  a  Free  Churchman  may  be  chosen; 
but  a  United  Presbyterian  is  as  eertainly  and  fliedly  on  the  outside  of  the  so-called 
nationa]  schools  as  ever.  Keep  him  ont,  aays  the  Lord  Advocate ;  A*  "  has  » 
friends  I "  This  single  clause  vitiates  almost  all  the  liberal  amd  uueectarian  arrange- 
ments in  the  measure.  What  was  the  use  of  opening  the  door  to  candidates  of  all 
religions  denominations  by  removing  the  test,  when  you  still  station  at  the  door 
the  Established  clergyman,  with  full  and  irresponsible  authtoity  to  turn  back  whixn- 
soever  he  pleases,  and  to  prove  himself  the  very  incamatioa  of  that  test  ?  We  shall 
not  review  the  other  leading  provisions  of  the  bill,  since  their  liberal  tendenciea 
are  frustrated  by  the  elective  prerogative  of  the  parish  minister.  It  is  perfectly 
plain  that  the  parieh  scliools  are  not  rendered  in  any  sense  national  institutiom- 
For  years  we  have  heard  much  about  tike  place  of  parents  in  the  educstioul 
economy ;  but  this  bill  completely  ignores  tbem. 

The  only  chance  which  the  bill  has  of  being  carried,  lies  in  its  objectionable  snd 
sectarian  faatnres ;  hence  it  would  be  vain  for  Dissentem  to  wtten^t  to  remove 
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ihae.  Wa  kMow  veil  thai  not  a  few  persona  will  say  to  the  Dieaenten,  "Tb&e 
are  wreraj  ca|dtal  pointi  in  the  bill — much  better,  indeed,  than  you  ever  found  in. 
an;  prenoue  meaaure ;  and  for  the  lake  of  these  you  iltoold  labour  to  get  the  bad 
cluuaeo  cancelled  or  modified."  Yea :  but  these  bad  clauses  wholly  neutralize  all 
the  "capital"  ones,  and  the  bill  will  be  carried  entirely  on  accoont  of  tlie  former; 
and  if  they  were  Temored,  its  rejecti«»i  would  be  at  once  eealed.  Dissenters,  then, 
hue  no  call  to  sitppoit  the  meaeure  in  any  degree.  We  were  about  to  say  that 
tbey  can  scarcely  get  a  more  worthless  or  a  mtwe  objectionable  measvFe  ;  but,  in 
the  Lord  Adrocate'e  fvoGTeee  from  bod  to  worse,  it  would  be  Tush  to  affirm  that  be 
may  not  yet  reach  some^ing  more  deeerving  of  eeninre  and  opposition, 

We  see  tJiat  already  presbyteries  of  the  Free  Chutch  are  coming  forward  to 
offer  an  emphatic  approval  of  the  main  principles  and  features  of  the  bill,  though 
they  Bugceat  here  an  amendment,  and  there  a  supplement.  They  avow  their  wUl- 
ingnese,  however,  to  accept  it  unmodified- ;  and  even  sf^ear  to  be  afraid  to  urge 
their  few  objections  strongly,  I^t,  peradventure,  these  should  tend  to  endanger 
such  a  geDerally  defiirable  ref<)rHi  in  Scottish  education.  They  speak  with  "  'bated 
breath"  when  going  over  il«  sins  of  omiawon  and  commiasioB,  and  do  not  iniiet 
Dpon  these  b^g  repented  (A,  as  if  alarmed  that  any  change  might  doom  them  to 
lose  its  grand  virtues.  They  deal  very  tenderly  wi^  the  '^taces"  that  have  been 
w»n  by  the  Eetal[diahed  "  enemy,"  lest  they  sliouLd  also  at  the  same  time  [^uck  up 
tbe  "  wheat"  which  the  Lord  Advocate,  in  the  interest  and  under  the  inapiratioui 
of  the  Free  Church,  had  lodfped  tltere.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Dundee  Presbytery, 
Ihe  bill  was  openly  described  as /romonif /or  the  Free  Church.  All  the  members 
(greed  in  rejoicing  over  tlie  particnlar  substitute  that  has  been  provided  for  the 
Utt  and  they  gloried  in  its  stringency.  Some  of  tiiem  interpieted  that  substitute 
isMndlug  every  teacher  to  "teach  tibe  Shcrter  Catechism."  Our  readers  will  be 
coosiderably  startled  at  a  suggestion  in  Mi  Buros's  speech.  "  Mr  Burns  thought, 
if  i  public  meeting  could  be  originated  on  the  subject,  the  Free  Church,  the  ttariona 
Kmconformitt  bodies,  and  a  few  Churchmen,  he  believed,  would  attend  ;  and  he 
¥as  sanguine  that  snch  a  coarse  would  do  more  in  carrying  the  measure  than. 
voold  be  dmte  by  all  the  presbyteriea  in  the  Free  Charah  taking  actioQ.  It  was 
taken  for  granted  that  the  Free  Ciiurcb  appxired  of  the  bill."  Surely  it  is  a 
gnmodlesa  hope  that  the  "  varioua  Nonconformiat  bodies  "  would  be  ready  to  "  attend  " 
a  public  meeting,  and  co-operate  with  Free  Churchmen  in  promoting  the  success 
d  a  messure  which  ignoces,  insults,  and  grievously  wrongs  all  Dissenters  except 
Free  Churchmen,  who  feel  that  (to  ns«  Mr  Buxne's  own  words)  "  it  ia  professedly 
in  favour  of  the  Free  Church  I "  Mr  K.  Taylor  was  no  leas  sanguine,  and  "  thonght 
there  should  be  an  expression  of  feeling  on  the  subject  from  all  Nonconformist 
India.  It  might  tend  greatly  to  help  the  bilL  He  b^ered  that  every  Dise^iting 
Nonconformist  (rather  a  tautolt^cal  deeigiiation)  body  would  Offret  with  every  word, 
pasaid  by  iMi  preabyterjf."  Paihaps,  were  we  more  minutely  acquainted  with  the 
aiit«cedent8  of  that  Dundee  PreMytery,  and  were  we  thi^ughly  versaut  in  all 
their  past  words  and  actions  of  a  finely  catholic  and  unsectaiiao  ^aracter,  we  might 
not  deem  Me  Taylor  quite  so  rash  in  his  sweveratione.  Speaking  from  out  actual 
knowledge,  we  ^onld  CMiclude  that  there  was  not  a  presbytery  in  the  Free  Church 
whose  words  have  a  smaller  chance  of  being  indorsed  by  the  various  bodies  of 
Scelch  Dissent  than  the  Dundee  Presbytery.  We  shall  not,  however,  allude  to  our 
past  impressions ;  still,  we  are  certain  that  no  "  Dissenting  Nonconformist  body" 
ran  "agree  with  every  word"  i^ken  by  that  presbytery  upon  the  Lord  Advo- 
cite'a  bill.  We  need  not  ask  each  of  tbe  Dissenting  denominations,  since  their 
teepective  views  have  oft«n  been  set  forth ;  Kad  theae  are  one  and  all  utterly  inimi- 
<al  to  the  leading  characteristica  of  that  bill.  Our  brethren  of  tbe  Free  Church,  in 
asking  the  affiistance  and  aliiance  of  Dissenters  in  referesee  to  this  measure,  can 
'tcincclj  be  in  earnest,  unless  they  imagine  that  Dissenters,  for  the  mere  honour  of 
standing,  working,  and  fighting  on  the  side  of  the  Free  Church,  are  ready  to 
abuidon  all  their  distinctive  principles  and  aims.  If  a  bill,  in  p^ect  eonfonnity 
vith,  uid  in  full  embodiment  of,  the  views  and  theories  of  vc^ntary  Dissenters, 
had  been  introduced,  it  would,  not  have  been  a  whit  lew  modest  and  reasonable  tor 
uie  latter  to  deoanid  uid  expect  unanimous  and  enthnsiastic  co-operation  for  its 
Bncces  from  Free  Cborcfaaien,  than  ii  is  for  Free  CbnichmaB  to  wtJenlaliB  upon  » 
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kagae  vith  the  "'Tsrioni  KoncotifOTiiufit  Indies"  in  jromotiMi  of  the  Lord  Adnv 
cste's  present  measure.  We  tmst  that,  at  least,  United  PreBbjteriaiia  will  not  te 
duped  into  any  actixe  or  panve  eapport  of  a  bill  whii^  coiKnlts  tbe  pincipies  and 
interests  (rf  oiily  two  aecta  in  tlie  nation.  We  are  not  likdj  to  listen  to  any  de- 
initiid  for  co-operation  on  the  part  of  one  of  those  secta — die  Establishment;  and 
we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  any  overtures  from  the  other  sect — the  Free  Cborcli 
— will,  on  this  question,  be  decUned,  nnlen  they  ahoold  be  oi^^  upon  ns  by  tk 
sednctive  mavity  of  the  catholic-minded  and  sweet-tempovd  Dr  Jam«e  Begg  of 
Nevington.  If  he  met  ns  on  the  "  Canaeway,"  how,  alaa !  oonM  we  reaiBt  bis  in- 
vitAtions  andappe&ls  to  join  him  in  a  '''mntnalconfo'ence"  f<«BecnTingtheeuc<»a 
of  this  new  Gdncation  Bill  7 


DEATH  OF  COUNT  CAVOUR. 

The  sndden  and  wholly  unexpected  death  of  this  lenuirkable  statesman  is,  at  tbe 
prsKnt  ciisis,  the  most  grievous  calamity  that  Italy  could  have  been  called  to 
endore.  What  be  has,  during  the  last  fewyears,  achieved  for  that  land,  will  ailen 
be  told  in  volnmes  of  brilliant  history,  lie  attention  of  students  is  frequentli 
sununoned  to  the  strange  career  of  Lonis  Napoleon,  who  has  raised  himself  from  the 
Abocnre  and  uuinfluential  lot  of  an  exile  to  Uie  Imperial  tlutine  of  France ;  and  t 
review  oF  hia  proceedings  will  extort  a  verdict  that  he  most  be  ponemed  of  Bingnlai  , 
endowments  and  powers.  But  how  small,  in  every  sense,  the  deeds  of  thii  sdF-  { 
seekiDK  and  unprincipled  adventurer,  compared  with  the  labours  and  BUcceeses  ol 
the  noble  Italian  patriot,  at  whcee  every  step,  also,  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be 
BUtmounted,  and  tbe  entanglements  that  had  to  he  cut  and  cleared  away,  were 
infinitely  more  formidable  1  CBvourhasgonedowntohisgravein  the  reeurrection- 
morning  of  Italy ;  and  the  best  epitaph  for  his  tombstone  is,  that  Italy  now  hvcs. 
Still,  his  glorious  work — even  if  we  ehonld  regard  it  as  completed — needs  to  be 
defended ;  and  for  this  his  prodigioos  energy  and  variety  of  talents,  along  with  hit 
inflexible  resolution,  aeemod  to  I^  indispenBabte.  The  new  kdngdom,  as  it  ia,  muGt 
be  oonsohdated,  and  have  all  its  interests  and  aspirations  harmonized  and  protected. 
Many  and  mighty  enemies  are  near,  and  one  mysterious  and  doubtful  friend — Lonii 
Napoleon.  Besides,  Rome  and  Venice  have  still  to  be  annexed ;  and  who  can  take 
Cavonr'e  place  in  relation  to  these  enterprises  ?  The  French  Emperor,  whose  delt; 
in  acknowledging  the  Italian  kingdom  was  wholly  inesplicable,  has,  since  Cbvom's 
death,  made  that  acknowledgment  with  a  haste  quite  as  inexphcable.  Who,  too,  in 
theplace  of  the  deceased  statesman,  sfaall  deal  witii  the  Pope  ? 

The  grief  over  the  national  calamity  is  hei^t«ned  by  the  fact  that,  humanly 
speaking,  Cavour  waa  murdered  by  bjs  doctors,  who  almost  literally  Wed  him  W 
death,  though  the  lancet  should  never  have  been  nsed  at  all.  Had  they  been  ia 
the  Pope's  service,  they  could  not  have  managed  better. 

The  reactionary  movement  in  Italy,  encouraged  by  the  deposed  princes,  and  hj 
agents  from  tbe  Papal  States,  has  b^me  more  daring  since  the  Count's  decease ; 
and  one  or  two  cases  of  insurrection  have  occurred,  which  were  promptly  and 
severely  suppressed. 


THE  CIVIL  WAR  IN  AMERICA. 

The  pause  before  hoatjlitiea  are  commenced  on  a  large  scale  is  still  continued, 
thou^  there  are  no  indications  of  a  wish  in  either  party  to  avert  the  terrible  blood- 
Bhedoing  by  measures  of  reconciliation.  On  the  contruy,  both  Federalists  and 
Secessionists  are  taking  steps  as  if  to  exterminate  each  other,  and  the  war-spirit 
is  universal  and  infiamed  to  a  most  deplorable  ardour.  There  are  signs  that  hostili- 
ties will  be  carried  on  in  a  way  to  disgrace  the  civilisation  and  Chnstianity  of  the 
great  Republic.  Not  a  few  observers  at  home  are  also  beginning  to  fear  that  Britain 
— in  spite  of  her  professed  neutrality — may  be  drawn  into  the  mad  strife.  Tbe 
North  has,  indeed,  been  spetnally  offended  at  the  terms  in  which  our  Govnument 
announced  that  neutrality.    The  Secenioniata,  instead  of  being  described  by  Lord 
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JohQ  Riueell  ae  "  belligereuta,"  ahould  (bo  the  Federaliate  e&j)  have  been  Btignia- 
tizedas  "rebels"  and  "traitors."  Brit^  impartiality  U  denounced  as  fiuthlesBiieSB 
to  all  our  "  traditions  and  principles,"  to  our  ort  avowed  hatred  of  alaverrand  to  our 
constitutional  liberty.  But  who  can  regard  the  Northern  States  as  champions  of 
the  down-trodden  rights  of  the  slave  ?  Not  even  yet  have  they  stepped  forward  to 
occupy  such  a  noble  and  clearly  defined  position.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that 
any  iesue  of  the  war,  however  triumphant  for  the  North,  will  either  directly  or 

rlily  involve  the  abolition  ol  the  accursed  "  institution,"  since,  after  conquering 
South,  the  Federalists  will  see  that  they  could  not  conciliate  the  defeated 
[Janters  by  any  proposal  to  sweep  away  slavery.  It  may  be  feared  that  after 
yiclory  the  Northerns  would  be  so  '  magnanimous"  as  to  attempt  to  please  the  vsn- 
quished  by  placing  slavery  upon  a  broader  and  firmer  basis  than  ever.  There  is 
i^ly  one  contingency  that  might  be  auspicious  to  the  poor  blacks.  If  at  some  stage 
of  hostihttea,  when  the  fortunes  of  the  South  trere  depressed  and  her  resources 
exhausted,  they  could  eSect  an  insurrection,  the  beginning  of  their  redemption 
might  liave  come.  But  the  North  seems  to  share  fuUy  the  anxiety  of  the  Soutit 
kst  the  slaves  should  have  an  opportunity  of  striking  a  blow  for  their  freedom. 


CHURCH  EATES. 

It  was  known  that  the  bill  for  the  abohtion  of  this  most  unpopular  and  impolitic 
bnrden  would  encounter  very  strenuous  opposition  in  the  Lower  House ;  still, 
expectations  were  high  that  the  third  reading  would  be  carried,  and  that  the  Lords 
itrnld  have  an  opportunity  of  throwing  it  out  summarily.  On  the  19th  of  last 
nosth  the  third  reading  was  moved ;  and  after  an  animated  debate  the  division 
look  place,  when  the  numbers  ou  each  side  were  exactly  equal — 274.  The  Speaker 
gjye  his  caating-vote  against  the  bill,  professedly  in  accordance  with  the  prwjedenta 
of  the  chair.  It  is  not  improbable  that  a  promise,  tendered  from  the  Opposition 
benches  by  Mr  Esteourt,  did.  something  to  reduce  the  ranks  of  the  bill's  friends. 
That  promise  was,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  bill  being  thrown  out,  another  would 
Ik  introduced  to  "  effect,  by  mutual  concession,  the  exemption  of  Dissenters." 
Uatiy  will,  in  this,  suspect  a  snare  !  yet  not  "  in  vain  was  the  snare  set  in  the  sight 
of 'several  birds.'"  l^e  Oppodtion  profess  great  anxiety  to  have  a  measure  carried 
wluch  shall  "^ut  it  out  of  the  power  of  either  one  aide  or  the  other  to  claim  it  as  a 
trium[di."  Wonderfully  magnanimous  I  Yet  who  does  not  see  that  this  nondescript 
ineaeure — if  it  cannot  be  regarded  by  the  Dissenters  as  a  triumph — is  a  clear  victory 
to  Churchmen  ?  Mr  Estcourt  and  his  friends  should  study  Sir  William  Hamilton 
on  the  principle  of  "  Excluded  Middle." 

THE  "CHAMPIONSHIP." 

It  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  how  deeply  the  public  of  all  classes — not  only  in 
England,  but  also  in  Scotland — disgraced  themselves  by  the  unprecedented  interest 
taken  in  the  brutal  fight  between  Sayers  and  Heenan  for  "■the  belt."  It  might 
We  been  judged  that  civilisation  had  gone  back  a  whole  century.  The  immediate 
iKue  vas  a  shameful  revival  of  prizefighting  over  all  the  countiy.  The  friends  of 
'  the  ring/'  however,  rather  went  too  far,  and  displayed  more  zeal  than  discretion 
"hen  they  attempted  to  fan  and  blow  a  momentary  rage — a  passing  fit  of  madneaa 
—on  the  part  of  the  population,  into  a  permanent  passion.  They  presumed  too 
much  upon  the  "  popularity"  of  the  "  smashers,"  when  they  took  Sayers  and 
Heenan  over  the  country  to  be  exhibited  in  town  and  province.  At  least  in  Scot- 
land there  soon  arose  unequivocal  signs  of  disgust  at  the  heroes,  and  of  seif-r^iioacti 
on  the  part  of  those  who  had  applauded,  or  even  tolerated  them. 

But  another  figbt  has  come  off ;  and  it  has  been  of  such  a  bloody  and  generally 
revolting  character,  that  the  hatred  and  condemnation  into  which  "  the  ring"  had 
fuleaprerious  to  the  spectacle  between  iJie  American  and  the  Englidtman,  will 
pepreseat  the  British  mood  towards  it.  It  is  astonishing  that,  in  our  day,  prize- 
nghting  is  oat  interdicted  by  severe  penalties.    Yet,  how  can  we  expect  a  repre^; 
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Mve  law  agfiiDBt  tiie  brutal  sport,  when  onr  law-makem  are  ite  enthufliaatie  {ntroiu, 
and  are  known  to  arttend  in  great  force  whenever  a  loatch.  comes  off? 

SCOTTISH  PREACHERS  FOB  CANADA. 

Soiq:  iDontki  ago,  in  our  pages,  "  Hiilo"  nivieved  the  poaittcm  and  prospects  d 
preacben  belonging  to  the  Unitei  Presbyterian  Church.  Ha  found  taat  the  ' 
ntimber  of  licentiate*  is  oat  of  all  prc^rticm  to  the  Bumber  of  actual  ca  probable 
Tacaocies ;  and  that  many  young  men,  of  excellent  abilities,  learning,  awi  (Het?, 
must  be  ultimately  disappwited  in  their  hopes  of  obtainiag  a  minieterial  charge  in 
Scotland.  There  are  more  labourers  than  tWe  are  comera  in  tbe  kane  vineyard, 
into  wfaicii  they  may  be  sent  to  work.  He  strongly  urged  upon  gronpe  of  tltOK 
preachers  the  claims  and  advtuitages  of  onr  Church's  coloiiial  service,  and  descantad 
eloquently  on  Canada  and  ADHtralia  as  promiaiiig  fields.  A  Canadian  contanponr]' 
— tbe  United  Pregbylerian  MagwaHe  published  ia  Toronto—oame  prcmptly  fonrard, 
however,  to  examine  the  grounds  of  this  reconunendation  in  reference  to  Canada. 
He  differe  widely  from  the  views  and  conclusions  of  our  correapondent  "  Philo," 
and  contends  that,  foe  the  present  at  least,  it  would  be  meet  unwise  aild  unsafe  fw 
our  preachers,  even  in  twoe  or  threes,  to  set  out  for  the  Canadian  field.  The  details 
given  seem  to  bear  ont  this  discouraging  representation.  Nor  is  the  Union  nilli 
the  Free  Cbuidi  in  the  ooltmy  hkely,  ior  a  considerablB  period,  to  improve  Ik 
state  of  affairs,  in  so  far  as  the  int«reBte  of  Scottish  pKacbera  are  concerned. 
Canadians,  too,  are  a  tittle  touchy  at  not  being  deacribed  as  particularly  critical  and 
fastidious  hearers  of  sermons.  They  wish  tdl  preachers  meditating  emigratios 
from  Scotland  to  understand,  that  the  manner,  style,  and  matt«r  of  a  pulpit  orabir 
will  be  judged  as  minutely  sod  sevN^ly  aa  in  the  mother  country. 


THE  CAUS1WAY8IDB  CASE. 

It  is  neceffiary  to  advert  again  to  this  case,  that  onr  readers  may  nndOTstaod  in 
what  position  it  now  stands.  In  oar  previous  notice  of  it,  we  stated  that  the  Free 
Church  Preebytery  had  agreed  to  a  conference  with  the  Picebytery  of  the  UniUd 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  acdec  to  the  arrival,  if  poesible,  at  some  amicabb  settle- 
ment. The  result  is  beat  given  in  the  resolationB  onanimously  agreed  to  by  botli 
parties  at  tbe  conference. 

"  The  Rev.  Dr  Peddle,  after  some  ranarks  indicating  the  bearing  and  design  of 
certain  resolutions  to  be  proposed  on  tbe  part  of  the  committee  of  his  Presbyteiy, 
read  and  submitted  the  following ; — 

"I.  That  it  is  most  desirable  to  cultivate  and  etrengthen  friendly  relations  between 
the  two  Churchee ;  and  that  the  growing  zeal  manifested  by  each  in  the  work  d 
home  evangelization,  and  the  eitension  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  shonhi  be  sub- 
ject of  mutaal  congratulation  and  joy. 

"  II.  That  we  disavow  the  idea  of  territorial  right  or  jurisdiction,  and  declare  tint 
we  have  no  cWm  to  oversight  of  any  but  those  who  freely  place  tfaetnselvee  midet 
our  chwrge.  In  this  respect  the  two  Churches  are  exactly  on  the  same  fooling, 
having  no  anlhority  to  teach  or  evangelize  the  populatioD,  except  what  arises  from 
the  law  of  love,  and  the  command  of  the  Redeemer,  to  ^«ach  the  Ooepel  to  eve? 
creatwre. 

"  III.  While  neither  Church  has  a  claim  to  twritorial  right  in  t^e  conntry,  yet 
when  con^egattone  belonging  to  dtber  body  carry  on  Home  Minion  operatiraw 
in  the  same  or  in  adjoining  localities,  it  is  extremely  expedient  and  desirable  tn 
avoid  antagonism  and  iaterferencebyan  amicable  arrangement  between  the  partis, 
fixing  tbe  limits  of  their  reroective  fields  of  operation,  with  the  double  vieff  at 
husbanding  the  resoureea  of  the  Chorcbes,  and  avoiding  the  nDweBily  vpectscle  of 
competition  and  rivalry. 

"  These  resolationB,aft«rfiill  and  friendly  conversati<Hi,weremBniBK>aBlyadDp(Mi 
by  the  conf^ence ;  and  at  a  later  stage,  this  additicmal  ravilutioB  was  Buboitted, 
and  dso  approved  ol  unanimously : 
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"  IT.  That  wherever  any  district  has  been  fnlly  occupied  by  any  congregation  of 
eitl]er  Church,  vith  reasonable  pro^)ect  that  the  miaaiouory  agency  emrioyed  shall 
l>e  oontanoed,  it  ie  inexpedient  tbat  Uie  dustrict  be  eutcced  on  by  any  outer  ccHigre- 
gation  without  mutual  oonferenoe  and  arrangement. 

"  Dr  Harper  Uten  addretBed  the  meeting,  and  fall  and  friatdly  conTersation  was 
again  entered  upon  ;  whes,  after  conference,  it  was  pnmoeed  by  Rer.  Dr  Caodlirii, 
on  iJie  part  of  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Free  Church  Preibytery  pmoit, 
tJiat,  without  entering  on  the  merits  of  the  question  aa  to  boundariea,  the  following 
ahonld  be  the  report  of  the  conference  to  tieir  respective  Presbyteries,  yiz. : — 

"Upon  the  understanding,  1.  That  no  teiritorii  church  in  Canaewajside  is  now 
contemplated  by  the  Free  Church  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  ;  and,  2.  That  tiie 
Eaggcstion  of  the  Grange  Koad  as  t^e  line  of  the  division  of  territory  should  be, 
in  10  far  as  the  Free  Church  Presbytery's  delirerauoe  is  concerned,  withdrSiWn,  as 
laving  been  found  liable  to  misunderstanding,  and  the  question  held  open  for  future 
adjustment, — it  be  recommended — 

"I.  That,  in  thehopethattime  and  expcmencemay  soon  practically  solve  existing 
JiScnlties,  the  two  congregations  should  hold  themselves  ready  and  desirous  to 
come  to  a  foil  amicable  lutderstanding  on  the  subject  of  tlkeir  respective  districts  la 
sxm  as  possible. 

"11.  That,  in  BO  far  as  their  respective  agencies  may  in  the  meantime  be  found  to 
meet  in  the  portion  of  the  territory,  tiiey  Aould  respect  each  other's  labourg,  and 
cultivate  amicable  feeling. 

"  To  this  it  was  Bjiawered  by  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church  present,  that  while  they  oordially  welcome  the  propositions  made  by 
tie  brethren  of  the  Free  Church  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  accept  th^n  as  going 
!o  far  in  the  right  direction,  they  are  bound  to  state  that  ttey  have  failed  in 
Alaining,  to  the  full  estent,  the  practical  object  they  sought  to  gain,  but  will  be 
luppy  to  report  to  their  Presbyterr  that  the  Committees  of  the  two  Presbyteries 
Kt  at  one  as  to  the  general  principles  that  should  guide  in  future  territorial  and 
litnnemisBonarywork.  Before  the  conference  concluded,  the  Fev.  Dr  Clason,  being 
obliged  to  leave,  requested  Rev,  Dr  Smart  to  take  tie  chair  ;  and  after  mutual 
eipresdons  of  gratitucle  and  joy  at  the  moit  brotbwiy  and  cordial  spirit  which  had 
POTKded  the  meeting,  the  conference  was  dismissed  with  the  pronouncing  of  the 


Tile  result  of  the  conference  would  sewn,  on  the  face  of  it,  to  be  satisfeetory  to  a 
tonsiflerable  amount.  In  regard  to  the  special  case  of  Oausewajside,  the  Presbytery 
it  the  Free  Church  withdrew  from  the  interference  which  they  had  attempted,  and 
left  the  matter  Bt«nding,  as  at  the  first,  between  the  two  congregations.  This  was 
a  retreat  dictated  by  wisdom,  it  not  by  justice,  from  the  false  position  of  recom- 
neadiag  to  the  congregation  of  another  body  what  it^ouiddo  in  a  case  of  collision 
*ith  a  congregation  of  its  own  ^n  regard  to  the  general  question,  it  is  satiefao- 
tory  to  find  that  the  Free  Church  members  go  plainly  and  unequiToesIIy  disavow 
the  idea  of  territorial  right  or  jurisdiction,  and  claim  the  oversight  <mly  of  those 
'ho  place  themselves  freely  under  their  charge.  This  is  the  surrender  of  the  old 
Stale-Church  claim,  and  opens  the  way  to  co-operation  on  equal  ground,  if  it  be- 
•^irly  acted  on.  As  a  consequence  from  this,  it  naturally  follows  that  a  district^ 
"lien  fully  occupied  by  mission  agencies,  should  not  be  interfered  with  by  another 
congregation,  and  that  in  any  case  tJiere  should  be  previous  mutual  conference  and 
^frangement. 

It  is  difficult,  surely,  to  read  these  resolutiMis,  arising  as  they  do  out  of  the- 
Cansewayade  collision,  -without  mating  some  application  of  them  to  the  ease  in 
™d,  A  diMrict  was  fully  occupied  by  the  Duncan  Street  congregation,  as  the- 
onchallenged  documents  published  by  them  demonstrate ;  and  without  any  communi- 
^tion  wiai  them,  it  was  declared  by  Dr  Begg  in  public  circulars  to  be  in  the  most 
"^tate  spiritual  condition,  and  an  appeal  made  to  all  deaoQiinations  to  aid  him  in 
^fangeho^  it  If  the  principles  do  not  bear  on  such  a  case,  when  will  they  be- 
svailahle?  Again,  when  Dr  Begg  is  courteously  invited  W  a  conference  in  the  case, 
ne  repeatedly  rrfuses  it,  and  casts  baclt  with  contempt  any  offer  to  submit  it  to 
5™ttation,  even  though  the  arbiters  are  chosen  from  his  own  Church.    Can  any 
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HEAVEN  1  WHAT  IS  IT?  A  SEEMON. 

BY  THE  BBV.  JAMES  STUHOE  MILL,  LETTR. 


Ont  knowledge  of  faeaven  ia  very  limitad.  The  information  which  Scripture 
imparts  on  the  auliject,  thongh  unspeakably  precious,  is  not  very  extensWe. 
W«  know  that  it  ia  a  place :  we  know  that  it  is  a  place  of  transcendent 
migniflcence  and  btias — the  abode  of  angels  and  the  residence  of  the  re- 
defined. Bnt  we  know  little  more.  Its  structure,  its  scenery,  its  climate, 
lu  distance  from  our  earth,  or  its  position  relatively  to  the  rest  of  the 
oniTeree, — all  are  to  ua  matters  of  mere  conjecture.  We  are  left  in  almost 
utter  ignorance  of  such  interesting  details. 

Silent,  however,  as  Holy  Writ,  in  general,  is  upon  this  subject,  we  have 
yet  Dot  afew  bold  and  striking  delineations  of  it.  Isaiah  outlines  its  grandeur 
with  no  feeble  hand.  Esekiel  utters  forth  its  glories  with  no  ineloquent 
tongue  ;  while  John,  again,  furnishea  us  perhaps  with  richer  and  sublimer 
representations  of  it  than  either.  Heaven  b  a  city  which  hath  foundations, 
whose  walls  are  of  precious  stones,  whose  gates  are  pearls,  and  whose  streets 
are  gold.  It  is  a  country  whose  sun  never  goes  down,  where  sorrow  and 
sigbing  are  quite  unknown,  where  all  tears  are  wiped  away,  and  where  joy 
and  gladness  reign,  sapreme. 

The  words  of  the  test  is  snother  instance  of  the  lifting  of  the  veil.  The 
Btrful  curt^n  that  divides  the  world  of  matter  from  the  world  of  spirit,  is 
^io  drawn  aside,  and  we  are  privileged  to  gaze  in  upon  the  gnmd  realities 
of  the  holy  of  holies.  The  home  of  Deity  stands  revealed  to  our  view.  We 
therein  behold  "the  saints  of  the  Lord  gathered  nnto  Him,"  and  encom- 
P^sing  the  great  family  table  of  the  Father  in  sodal  intercourse  and  blisifut 
cnJo^eiiL  '■  Many  shall  come  from  the  east  and  west,  and  shall  sit  down 
^ith  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  These 
worda  teach — 

I-  That  heaven  is  a  place. — The  kingdom  of  heaven.  It  is  well  known 
what  is  meant  by  the  term  kingdom.  It  denotes  a  territory  or  country 
presided  over  by  a  king.  We  apeak  of  tiie  kingdom  of  Sweden,  Sardinia, 
or  Qrest  Britain,  thereby  indicating  that  the  different  peoples  constituting 
thdje  different  powers  ore  governed  by  laws  peculiar  to  each,  and  sulyeot 
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to  the  authority  that  rules  at  its  head.  But  kingdom  implies  locality.  Cast 
your  eye  over  a  map  of  Europe,  and  that  becomes  quite  apparent  Great 
Britain  is  observed  to  occnpy  otie  place,  Sardinia  another,  and  Sweden  a 
third.  , 

So  is  it  to  be  understood  in  the  passage  before  tis.  The  term  kingdom, 
as  here  employed,  clearly  conveys  the  same  idea.  It  tells  us  that  heaven  is 
a  place ;  or,  to  keep  a  little  more  closely  to  our  definition,  a  territory  or 
ilegioa,  presided  over  by  a  King,  whose  subjects  are  governed  by  the  same 
laws,  and  enjoy  the  same  privileges.  Where  it  really  lies,  in  what  par- 
ticular quarter  of  God's  great  and  glorious  dominions  it  may  be  situated,  we 
don't  take  it  upon  us  to  say;  It  may  be  near — it  may  be  far  off;  like  the 
air  we  breathe,  it  may  everywhere  surround  us ;  like  these  rolling  glories 
overhead,  it  may  be  millions  upon  millions  of  leagues  away  from  ns.  That 
is  a  matter,  of  mere  speculative  thought;  and  for  us  to  dogmatize  upon  it 
would  be  as  unwise  as  it  would  he  presumptuous.  Is  it  not  enough  to  know 
that  there  is  such  a  place,  and  that  it  has  been  prepared  specially  for  the 
residence  and  enjoyment  of  the  redeemed  T 

Were  this  point  disputed,  we  could  cite  many  other  scriptures  in  which 
the  same  idea  of  place  is  clearly  taught.  We  might  appeal  to  those  de- 
scriptions of  it  by  Christ  Himself,  wherein  He  represents  it  as  a  "  city."  a 
"  temple,"  a  "  household,"  a  "  flock,"  a  "family,"^ — all  which  figures  evidently 
go  to  support  the  same  view.  Nor  is  it  any  objection  to  this,  that  these  are 
but  figures.  Who  requires  to  be  told  that  the  oracles  of  the  living  God 
have  almost  invariably  employed  metaphor  and  symbolism  as  the  vehicles  of 
their  grander  and  Bublimer  truths  1  Figured  language  is  not  mere  ornament: 
poetry  is  not  essentially  fiction.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  natural  and  necessary 
exponent  of  all  deep  feeling,  or  intense  and  impassioned  utterance.  Hie 
earnest  man  cannot  Jielp  now  and  again  "mounting  into  the  poet."  He 
feels  that  ordinary,  commonplace  expression  will  not  lend  voice  to  hi^ 
thoughts  and  emotions.  He  is  necessitated,  if  he  would  reveal  the  deep 
things  and  incarnate  the  awful  meanings  that  anon  sweep  across  his  mind 
or  rush  into  his  soul,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  imagination  and  fancy.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that'there  is  literal  truth  underlying  all  these  figures  and 
metaphors  employed  by  our  Lord  as  a  means  to  unfold  to  us  the  nature  and 
constitution  of  "  that  house  of  many  raahsions,"  which  He  has  gone  np  to 
prepare  for  all  those  who  "  love  His  appearing." 

We  conclude,  then,  that  heaven  is  a  place;"  not  a  purely  spiritual  residence, 
hut  a  material  abode.  The  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  that  are  ta 
arise  above  and  around  us  at  the  final  consummation  of  all  things,  shaU  be 
no  less  matter  than  the  old  heavens  and  the  old  earth  that  are  to  vanish 
away.  Of  course  they  will  not  be  so  gross.  The  fires  of  ^he  final  judgment 
shall  pnrify  them  :  they  shall  come  forth,  like  some  glorious  exhalation,  froru 
the  fnruace  of  the  great  conflagration,  refined,  beautified,  and  more  grandly 
adorned.  Yet  they  shall  he  matter  still.  The  same  blue  heavens,  in  ^ 
probability,  will  bend  over  us :  the  same  smiling  earth  blossom  around  ns. 
The  rose  and  the  lily,  in  all  likelihood,  will  bloom  there  as  they  were  wont; 
and  the  soft  light  winds  of  breezy  mom  whisper  as  of  yore-  There,  too,  will 
rivers  roll,  valleys  repose,  forests  wave  their  leafy  arms,  and  bills  toss  on 
high  their  cloud-capped  heads.  Otherwise,  what  means  the  similitude  under 
which  that  glorious  after-state  is  here  set  forth — the  kingdom  of  heaven  r 

,  *  It  iBDoltobetorgotleQtliathw'eiiisajtoteaswellflB  ap((K«;  andif  I  haTenot«dver1rf 
lo  that  idea  hora,  it  is  simply  because  that  in  a  subeequflnt  discourse,  on  the  character,  enjcy- 
lueuta,  and  emploTmsiits  of  tlie  redeemed,  I  took  oooasioa  to  diuusa  it  at  I&rge. 
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TL  Heaven  is  a  place  of  gi^at  populonsness. — Matr  shall  come  from  the 
tost  and  waL  We  have  not  a  few  intimations  to  the  same  effect  scattered 
over  Scriptnre.  Abraham's  posteri^  is  to  be  "  numerous  as  the  stars  of 
heaven."  David  speaks  of  the  spiritual  seed  of  the  Redeemer,  as  being  in 
'  number'  and  beauty  "  as  the  dew-drops  from  the  womb  of  the  morning." 
It  is  to  John,  in  the  Apocalypse,  however,  that  we  must  look  for  the  most 
glowing  and  graphic  description  thereof:  "  After  this  I  beheld,  and  lo !  a 
great  moltitude  which  no  man  conld  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds, 
and  peoples,  and  tongues,  stood  before  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb, 
■    clothed  in  white  robes,  and  with  palms  in  their  hands." 

Here,  indeed,  Christ's  people  are  but  a  little  fiock.  The  ways  of  Zion 
mourn,  because  the  travellers  are  few.  Not  many,  in  comparison  with  the 
great  mass  around  us,  are  looking  wjth  their  faces  heavenwards.  The  bulk 
of  our  race  are  not  God-seekere.  Take  any  of  our  larger  cities,  and  reckon 
up  those  who  may  be  regarded  as  Christian,  and  place  them  over  against  those 
n^o  may  be  regarded  as  UTichristiart,  and  what  a  miserable  muster  of  figures 
m  on  tiie  side  of  the  truth !  The  words  of  our  Lord,  upon  such  a  review, 
are  borne  home  with  telling  emphasis  to  our  hearts :  "  Strait  is  the  gate,  and 
narrow  is  the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life ;  and  few  there  be  that  enter." 

Brighter  days  than  those  of  ours,  however,  are  in  prospect  for  the  race. 

Wfl  know  that  there  is  a  period  coming,  when  the  wicked  shall  not  only  be 

iQinority  in  our  world,  but  when  there  shall  not  be  so  much  as  a  wicked  , 

ptteon  in  it.     Are  we  not  told  that  "  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  cover 

ibeearthas  the  waters  cover  the  sea  V    Don't  we  read  that  "the  whole  earth 

itiall  be  filled  with  the  glory  of  God,"  and  that  "  Christ  shall  reign  from  the 

river  even  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth  !"     Indeed,  the  signs  of  onr  times, 

vhen  hopefully  interpreted,  all  point  in  that  direction.     "The  dark  places 

of  the  earth,"  full  of  the  habitations  of  horrid  cruelty,  are  already  being 

^ligiitcned.     Those  hoary  systems  of  ancient  superstition  and  barbarous 

idolatry  are  tottering  to  their  fall.     Those  colossal  creeds  of  an  imbruting 

infidelity  and  a  degrading  creature-worship,  are  fast  breaking  up  and  going 

ralo  pieces.     Gospel  missionaries,  those  bravo  hero-hearts,  with  the  Bible 

u  their  bands,  and  the  burning  love  of  a  Saviour  in  their  hearts,  are  already 

in  every  quarter  of  the  worid,  before  whose  Ood-aided  efforts  those  giant 

lies  which  have  resisted  for  ages  the  sledge-hammer  of  logic,  and  those 

uasdve  falsehooi^  which  have  withstood  for  centuries  the  battering-ram  of 

rhetoric,  are  rapidly  disappearing.     Where  the  crescent  waves,  gleaming 

nitha  pole  and  sickly  light,  there  have  they  planted  the  standi  of  the 

cross.    Where  the  standard  of  the  scarlet-clothed  woman  is  npreared,  red 

^cb  the  blood  of  the  saints,  and  clotted  with  the  gore  of  the  good  and  the 

I   'rue,  there  have  they  unfurled  the  banner  of  the  Lamb.    Peoples  of  every 

j  tribe,  and  nation,  and  tongue,  whose  manners  and  customs  are  alike  strange 

to  each  other,  are  already  united,  through  their  instrumentality,  in  the  faith, 

I    the  love,  and  the  worship  of  the  same  God.     Multitudes,  by  the  blood  and 

Spirit  of  the  Lord,  are  already  seen  approaching  "the  city  of  habitation" 

.    from  all  comers  of  the  earth, — from  the  solitary  desert  and  the  populated 

'^ity— from  the  land  of  the  tomahawk  and  the  war-whoop,  and  the  abodes  of 

.  P«aM,  knowledge,  and  civilisation.     They  are  coming,  thick  and  fast  they 

;    ^  coming,  from  the  east  and  from  the  west,  from  the  north  and  from  the 

I     fon'li,  swelling  the  courts  of  our  God,  and  lending  their  voices  to  roll  forth 

I     m  louder  and  loftier  harmony  the  new  song  that  is  ceaselessly  sung  in  honour 

I    of  Him  who  sits  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever. 

I        la  the  light  of  these  remarkti.  ibe  words  of  the  text  become  quite  intel- 
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ligible.  Megsiab'e  kingdom  is  yet  to  baye  an  iDfioitely  wider  ezpanrion. 
We  live  but  in  the  grey  of  its  dewn :  alter  years  are  to  behold  its  meridian 
splendour,  when  "  the  little  one  shall  become  a  thousand,  and  the  small  one 
a  great  nation."  Accordingly,  when  all  shall  be  gathered  in — when  every 
son  and  daughter  of  His,  from  the  times  of  the  patriarchs  downwards  to  the 
present,  and  onwards  to  the  final  consummation  of  all  things,  shall  be 
assembled — then  shaU  they  constitute  a  mighty  multitude.  Scripture  repre- 
sentation then  shall  be  realized  of  them.  The  psalmist's  prophecy  sball 
have  its  fulfilment,  and  John's  vision  its  accomplishmenL 

TTT-  Heaven  is  a  place  of  friendly  recognition. — "  Mcmy  ehall  tit  down 
WITH  Abrahah,  Akd  IsAAC,  AND  JACOB,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Itie 
(jlear,  from  the  tone  of  these  words,  that  these  illustrious  person^es  are  to 
be  known.  Strangers  to  many — we  might  almost  say,  to  all  the  saints  here 
below — they  shall  notremain  strangers  to  them  above.  In  the  halls  of  our 
God  they  shall  readily  be  recognised  by  all  the  ransomed  in  glory,  and 
welcomed  and  embraced  each  by  the  other,  as  the  long-divided  members  of 
the  same  great  family. 

Now,  if  these  illustrious  personages  are  to  be  known  in  heaven,  why 
should  not  all  the  saints  there  know  each  other?  If  their  personal  idealilj 
is  to  remain  intact,  why  should  not  the  personal  identiti/ of  every  white- 
robed  one  that  circles  the  throne  ?  If  I  shall  be  able  to  recognise  them  in 
the  realms  of  bliss,  and  be  admitted  into  their  presence,  why  should  I  not 
be  able  to  recognise  my  fttber  or  my  mother,  my  sister  or  my  brother!  I 
see  no  good  reason  for  denying  this  doctrine.  I  see  very  good  reason  for 
mainlining  it.  It  is  countenanced  by  Scripture  :  my  very  nature  pants  after 
it.  Kven  heaven,  I  must  say,  would  be  to  me  but  half  the  heaven  I  kiiow 
it  shall  be,  were  I  not  to  enjoy  the  society  of  those  loved  ones  above,  whom 
death's  rude  hand  has  plucked  so  Temorselessly  from  my  side.  I  feel  as  if 
all  its  glory  and  grandeur — its  dazzling  Bcenee  of  overwhelming  splendour, 
and  its  rich  enjoyments  of  ineffable  bliss — its  exalted  companionships  of 
angelic  nature,  and^its  far- reaching  and^ever- deepening  views  of  eternal  love, 
— I  feel  as  if  all  that  would  lose  half  its  value  for  me,  unless  shared  with 
those  I  was  wont  to  take  sweet  counsel  with  while  here  below.  Granted, 
Christ  and  the  Father  will  constitute  the  one  great  object  of  love  and  praise 
there — all  our  thoughts  and  affections  will  centre  in,  and  clust«r  around 
them ;  but  that  need  not  necessarily  preclude  us,  surely,  from  renewing  and 
cultivating  those  loves  and  iriendships  which  were  begun  here  below. 

What  says  Scripture  on  the  pointt  If  we  turn  to  the  Old  Testament, 
there  is,  in  our  mind,  proof  sufiicieat  to  make  good  these  remarks.  In 
speaking,  for  example,  of  the  death  of  those  ancient  worthies,  we  have  the 
phrases  ever  recnrryig,  "gathered  to  his  people" — "gathered  to  his  fathers." 
Now,  these  expressions,  we  apprehend,  have  a  meaning  somewhat  different 
from  what  is  usually  understood  of  them.  They  don't  refer,  as  is  commonlj 
sapposed,  to  their  burial  at  all.  Understood  of  them  in  that  sense,  at  lessi, 
they  appear  to  us  untrue.  Their,  dust  did  not  mingle  with  the  dust  of  tbeir 
sires.  Abraham  was  buried  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah  before  Mamre,  while 
the  ashes  of  his  fathers  reposed  in  Ur  of  the  Chaldeans.  Aaron,  again, 
died,  and  was  buried  in  Mount  Hor;  Moses  in^  valley  in  the  landof  Moab: 
there  they  lie,  each  apart  from  the  other,  and  both  far  from  the  resting- 
places  of  their  progenitors.  Hence,  when  it  is  said  of  them  that  they  were 
''gathered  to  their  fathers,"  or  "gathered  to  their  people,"  we  are  not  lo 
interpret  it  of  their  bodies,  but  of  their  ^rits.  It  is  not  to  be  regarded  ss 
teaching  that  their  dust  mingled  with  the  dust  of  their  ancestors,  but  tbat 
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their  souls,  admitted  into  glory,  mingled  with  their  sools.  Their  emanci- 
paled  spirits,  now  freed  from  their  prison-house  of  clay,  were  received  to 
the  communion  of  their  pious  forefathers,  vbo  had  gone  before  them  into 
the  realms  of  bliss. 

'The  New  Testament,  again,'  is  perliaps  stJU  ,more  satisfactory  on  this 
point.  We  look  upon  the  circnmstance  of  the  Transfiguration  as  strikingly 
illuatratjye  of  it.  There,  on  that  lonely  hilt-top,  with  His  three  fevourito 
disciples,  Peter,  James,  and  John,  a  sudden  change  passed  over  Him  :  "  the 
Gabion  of  His  countenance  was  altered,  and  His  raiment  was  white  and 
glistering."  At  the  same  instant,  two  men,  in  the  same  radiant  form, 
appeared  in  earnest  conversation  with  Him.  Very  soon  are  they  recognised 
aa  Moses  and  Elins,  talking,  as  we  are  told,  of  "  His  decease  which  He 
should  accomplish  at  Jerasalein."  Now,  from  this,  it  should  seem  that  these 
tffo  sainted  spirits  were  known  to  each  other.  In  the  mansion  of  our  God 
they  had  met  and  become  acquainted,  and  here  we  find  them  on  an  errand 
of  sympathy  to  our  common  Savionr.  Nor  are  they  only  in  intimate  friend- 
ship with  each  other :  they  are  actually  conversant  with,  and  taking  a  deep 
interest  in,  what  was  then  going  on  here  below.  Though  in  bliss,  they  are 
not  indififereut  to  the  things  of  earth.  With  the  intenaest  concernment  they 
are  looking  forward  to  that  awful  hour  which  was  now  at  hand,  and 
expressing,  probably,  their  deep  and  heartfelt  sympathy  with  Him  in  the 
coming  struggle.  If  that  speaks  not  of  saints  recognising  each  other  in 
gloiy — nay,  of  their  probable  acqaaintance  with,  and  deep  concernment  in, 
the  things  of  earth — we  know  not  what  language  could. 

Nor  is  that  the  only  proof  to  which  we  can  appeal  in  support  of  this  teach- 
ing. We  might  appeal  to  almost  all  His  parables  in  attestation  of  it.  Witness 
that  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus.  Spirit  therein  recognises  spirit,  even  al- 
though in  different  States.  "And  in  hell  be  lifted  up  bis  eyes,  being  in  tor- 
ments, and  seeth  Abraham  afar  off,  and  Lazarus  in  his  bosom.  And  he  cried, 
and  said.  Father  Abraham,  have  mercy  on  me,  and  send  Lazarus,  that  he 
nay  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  in  water,  and  cool  my  tongue;  for  I  am  tormented 
in  this  flame."  With  such  a  proof  as  that  before  ns,  so  conclusive  of  the 
matter,  we  wonder  that  such  a  doctrine  was  ever  qnestioned.  It  must  have 
been  some  cold,  heartless,  materialistic  soul  that  first  instituted  it.  In  the 
absence  of  all  evidence  to  the  contrary,  in  fact,  we  might  have  concluded 
that  snch  woold  be  the  case.  We  might  have  reasoned  from  the  very 
gfeatness  of  God's  love  and  sympathy  with  ns,  that  these  endearing  connec- 
tions and  friendships,  formed  here  below,  would  be  renewed  and  perfected 
above.  He  has  over  evinced  Himself  desirous  of  the  promotion  of  our 
bappiness  i  He  has  ever  evinced  Himself  solicitous  for  the  increase  of  our 
joy  aad  bliss  ;  and  as  such  could  not  but  prove  a  great  source  of  gratification 
and  enjoyment  to  us,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  prove  the  fact.  We 
shall  again  meet  above,  recognise  each  other,  and  renew  those  loves  and 
intimacies,  which  no  death  shall  then  interrupt,  and  no  separation  suspend. 

"  A  tw  short  years  of  evil  put. 
We  reacb  the  happy  shore, 
Where  deatb-dirided  friends  at  last 
Shall  meet  to  part  no  moie." 

ly.  Heaven  is  a  place  of  social  intercourse. — "  Many  shall  »i(  doum  with 
Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  It  is  plain 
that  these  words  are  expressive  of  something  more  than  mere  recognition. 
They  are  expressive  of  intimate  commnnion.     To  our  mind,  the  idea  a 
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veyed  therein  IB  that  of  a  great  festive  aasemblj,  where  all  meet  npoD  tli« 
same  footing  of  equality — each  the  friend  of  each,  and  Christ  the  friend  of 
all. 

That  communion  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  heaven,  no  one  who 
has  read  his  Bible  to  Kay  purpose  will  for  a  moment  dispute.  Kverr 
description  of  it  with  which  we  are  furnished  represents  it  in  this  souul 
aspecL  "  But  I  say  unto  you,  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  fruit  of 
the  vine,  until  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  My  Father's  king- 
dom :"  "  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  ;  and  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place 
for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  Myself;  that  where  I  am, 
there  you  may  be  also  :"  "  He  will  send  His  angels  to  gather  together  Hia 
elect  from  the  four  winds,  from  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  to  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  heaven."  Why?  Our  text  supplies  Ae  answer:  that 
they  may  "  sit  doum  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven."  Heaven  is  the  home-gathering  of  the  saints.  It  is  the  residence 
prepared  for  His  prepared  people — that  place  in  the  many  mansions  of  His 
Father  which  lie  has  fitted  up  and  beautified  as  the  everlasting  abode  of 
the  redeemed.  There  they  all  meet  and  minglei  There  they  all  encompass 
the  same  common  table,  and  partake  of  the  same  common  feast — members 
of  the  same  great  and  glorious  family,  with  God  as  their  Father,  and  Christ 
as  their  elder  Brother. 

What  a  glorious  scene !  We  contemplate  its  realization  with  the  most 
rapturous  feelings,  and  look  forward  to  its  enjoyment  with  the  most  lively 
emotions.  How  joyous  to  think  of  beholding  those  faces  which  are  familiar 
to  us  only  through  the  dim  perspective  of  history  !  How  joyous  to  think  of 
meeting  with  Abraham  tbe  faithful,  or  Jacob  the  beloved  I  of  sitting  down 
with  a  David  that  swept  so  sweetly  (he  sounding  lyre,  and  threw  off  those 
glorious  psalms  which  have  been  the  comfort  and  consolation  of  the  Church 
in  all  ages  ;  or  with  an  Isaiah,  that  struck  with  such  'a  powerful  band  the 
wild  harp  of  prophecy,  and  sung  in  such  grand  and  magnificent  strains  ofs 
coming  Messiah  and  the  glory  of  His  reigQ  !  of  looking  upon  the  faces  of  i 
Paul,  a  Peter,  or  a  John,  those  invincihle'pioneers  of  our  heaven-bom  failh, 
who  thrilled  the  world  with  their  eloqueace,  and  stamped  upon  the  great 
heart  thereof  their  undying  truths;  or  of  that  noble  army  of  martyrs,  (he 
true  seed  of  the  Word,  who  watered  the  Gospel-soil  with  their  blood,  and 
unfurled  the  banner  of  the  cross  at  the  cost  of  their  lives  !  How  joyous  to 
meet  and  mingle  with  such !  How  joyous  to  sit  dovra  and  converse  wilh 
them,  now  listening  to  the  wild  story  of  their  struggles  while  on  earth,  and 
now  to  their  bursting  paeans  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  Him  in  whose 
great  name  they  fought  and  overcame  !  What  breast  does  not  swell  with 
transport  at  the' thought!  What  heart  doesnot  bound  with  rapture  1  "Han; 
shall  come  from  the  east  and  west,  and  shall  sit  down  wi;h  Abraham,  ani 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

The  moral  is  patent.  "  Mot  lost,  but  gone  before."  Sorrow  not  as  (hose 
who  have  no  hope.  The  separation  is  but  for  a  time.  Death  has  ruthlessly 
thmst  in  his  sickle,  and  gathered  "  the  loved  one"  into  his  gamer.  Bui 
this  dissolution  of  the  body  is  only  a  temporary  loss  of  companionship.  It 
merely  interrupts  for  a  little  that  intimacy  and  social  intercourse  which  are 
destined  to  be  renewed  and  perpetuated  for  ever  in  the  sunny  land  beyond. 
How  well  calculated  is  such  a  hope  to  take  the  edge  off  our  grief,  and  sup- 
port and  cheer  us  under  the  trying  dispensations  of  God's  providence  ! 

Tears,  in  such  circumstances,  will  flow.  We  cannot  help  it.  Jesus  wept 
at  the  grave  of  Lazarus ;  we  may  well  be  permitted  to  weep  at  the  grave 
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of  OUT  fi^ends.  Yet  if  we  have  a  well-grounded  hope  that  all  is  well  with 
them — that  they  have  passed  from  death  to  life — that  should  tend  cousider- 
ablj  to  caloi  our  breasts  and  moderate  our  sorrow.  They  are  now  safely 
within  the  veiL  They  are  now  safely  housed  in  the  blissful  mansions  of  our 
Father.  No  sickness  there  I  no  drooping  head  !  no  fading  eye  !  no  weary 
foot !  "  Their  happiness  and  honour  are  secure."  By  the  green  pastures, 
tended  by  the  good  Shepherd,  linger  the  flocks  of  the  heavenly  fold. 

Be  comforted,  then,  ye  bereaved  ones.  Console  yourselves  with  the  thought 
af  the  glory  and  happiness  of  your  "dear  departed."  Tou  envy  them  noi 
ibeir  presence  with  Christ  T  You  envy  them  not  their  communion  with 
tbe  redeemed  t  You  would  not,  even  if  you  could,  bring  them  back  T  You 
do  not  wish  them  to  descend  from  the  thrones  they  now  occupy,  again  to  live 

,  over  their  life  of  trial  and  trouble  here  below  1  You  do  not  wi^  them  to  lay 
aside  their  crowns  and  white  robes,  in  which  they  now  shine  as  the  sun  in  his 

]    strength,  again  to  wander  through  this  vale  of  tears,  and  do  "  battle  with 

.  its  wants  and  its  cares  V  They  are  now  gone  home,  and  you  would  leave 
ihem  there.  They  are  now  kings  and  priests  unto  God — living  in  the  free 
aod  healthy  exercise  of  all  their  powers,  and  in  "  the  constant  and  delightful 

.  sTolution  of  all  their  vast  and  varied  sympathies  and  affections" — amid  teem- 
ing hosts  of  spirits  and  countless  multitudes  of  radiant  forme,  "all  of  whom 

;  barn  with  the  fires  of  love,  and  shine  with  the  lights  of  truth ;"  and  you 
meld  not  EUiew  involve  them  in  their  former  sins,  sorrows,  and  sufferings. 
YoQ  would  not  have  them  to  exchange  the  enchanting  landscapes  that  now 
bloom  around  them,  and  the  glorious  stars  that  now  sweep  through  their 
A.J,  for  the  tamer  scenes  and  duller  heavens  with  which  their  eye  was  once 
familiar.  You  are  pleased  to  he  parted  from  them  for  a  time.  You  are  re-  * 
signed  to  your  great  Father's  will  in  this  respect,  and  are  living  and  toiling 
Id  the  glorious  hope  that  when  a  few  short  years  shall  have  come,  you  shall 
go  to  them,  since  they  may  not  come  back  to  you. 

G-od's  best  benisou  be  upon  you ;  and  may  He  feed  and  keep  alive  that 
iioXj  faith,  uatil  it  shall  burst  into  full  fruition  in  the  bright  land  of  the 
blessed] 

"To  Zion's  peacefal  conrEs  above, 
In  laith  triamphant  maj  tou  Boar, 
EmbiaciaK  in  the  arma  oflove 
Tbe  friends  not  lost,  bnt  gone  before." 


SPIRITUALISM  1  ITS  LIFE,  DEATH,  AND  RESURRECTION. 

BY  DAVID  HACRAE,  J  UN, 

Tag  term  Spiritualism  is  no  longer  applied  to  the  mere  doctrine  of  a  two- 
fold aabatance.  Since  the  time  of  Swedenborg  it  has  been  gradually  extend- 
ing its  sigaiScation,  till  at  length  it  has  taken  into  its  bosom  all  the  so-called 
"phenomena"  of  table-turning,  spirit-rapping,  ghost-seeing,  mesmerism, 
and  clairvoyance — teaching,  as  its  fundamental  doctrine,  that  human  and 
o^er  subordinate  spirits  can  act  upon  matter  without  the  intervention  of 
^7  material  organism.  The  ridicule  and  contempt  with  which  the  alleged 
pbenomena  of  spirituaUsm  have  been  received,  is  for  the  most  part  deserved; 
nevertheless,  in  all  ages  men  have  betrayed  what  are  called  ■'  superstitious 
leare,"  all  founded  on  a  belief  in  a  spirit-world,  and  in  the  possibility  of 
tommunication  therewith ;  and  these  fears  may  be  found  much  more  common 
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in  our  own  Aay  than  people  are  disposed  to  admit.  Moreover,  spirit-Tapping, 
clairvoyance,  and  other  forms  of  spiritualism,  have  veiy  wide  acceptance  in 
America  and  the  continent  of  Europe.*  Even  in  onr  own  conntcy  the; 
have  the  belief  of  not  a  few  educated  and  enlightened  men,  and  were,  as  we 
all  know,  gravely  discussed,  a  few  montiis  since,  in  many  of  our  leadiDg 
journals. 

In  the  folloiring  paper,  it  is  not  the  phenomena  of  spiritualism  that  we 
propose  to  explun,  tut  this  phenomenon  of  its  acceptance, — a  satgect  not 
less  interesting  to  the  stndent  of  human  nature,  with  the  advantage  of  bdog 
an  indisputable  iact.  Assuming  that  the  doctrine  of  spiritaalism  is  prepos- 
terous, all  the  more  interesting  becomes  the  inquiry,  "How  has  sneh  a 
doctrine  been  so  widely  received?  If  a  superstition,  ob  what  fundamentai 
principle  in  human  nature  is  it  based  t" 

Before  entering  on  this  inquiry,  let  it  be  observed  that  we  are  not  jusdfied 
in  assuming  that  this  doctrine  is  preposterous;  and  the  true  philosopher, 
who  has  learnt  the  lesson  of  humility,  will  not  start' with  this  araumption. 
He  knows  that  the  universe  of  mind,  on  which,  to  him,  rest  all  phenomena 
whatsoever,  lies  buried  in  deepest  darkness,  cropping  ont  bnt  in  his  own 
consciousness,  and  almost  disappearing  when  reflected  on.  He  knows  that 
the  material  universe,  after  the  explorations  of  many  centuries,  is  yet  known 
but  in  little  spots  and  comers, — some  few  minor  principles,  a  few  cluBlers 
of  stars,  a  handful  of  weeds,  and  a  fossil  or  two,  which  physicists  write 
elaborate  treatises  upon,  and  call  science.  He  himself  is  a  convoluticoi  of 
matter  and  spirit,  each  element  (as  he  feels  and  sees)  acting  and  re-actiogon 
the  other.  Shame,  purely  inborn,  sends  the  blood  rushing  to  his  cheeke: 
a  heavy  supper,  material  enough ,  in  all  conscience,  agitates  his  soul  with 
terrific  dreams.  How  this  reciprocal  influence  is  exercised  he  cannot  under- 
stand. After  much  questioning  of  consciousness  and  the  philosophers,  be 
even  despairs  of  understanding ;  nevertheless,  feeling  and  acknowledging  it  to 
be  a  fact.  Thus  wrapt  in  mystery  without  and  within,  the  true  philosopher 
will  not  hastily  reject  a  widely- accepted  theory  like  that  of  spiritnelisni, 
which  takes  up  its  position  on  alleged  facts,  in  the  mysterious  border-land  be- 
tween the  material  and  the  spiritual  universe.  Granting  that  its  doctrinesae 
atpresentadvocatedarefalae,  yet  "there  are  errors,"  says  Coleridge,  "whid 
no  wise  man  will  treat  with  rudeness,  while  there  is  a  probability  that  thej 
may  be  refractions  of  some  great  truth  as  yet  below  the  horizon."  j*  And 
amidst  all  its  absurdities,  it  is  not  improbable  that  many  stories  of  necro- 
mancy, ghost-seeing,  somnambulism,  and  clairvoyance,  which  have  been, 
in  this  age  of  incredulity,  scouted  aa  old  wives'  fehles,  are  manifeBtationsi 
more  or  less  obscure  and  obscured,  of  some  more  comprehensive  law  as 
'  to  the  relation  of  the  spiritual  to  the  material  world  than  has  yet  been 
reached. 

With  this  important  qaalification,  we  believe  spiritualism  to  be  a  mere 
excrescence,  or  mass  of  excrescences ;  and  we  now  proceed  to  submit  wbsl 
seems  to  us  its  natural  history, — the  principles  and  conditions  of  human 
nature  it  has  sprung  from  in  its  various  forms,  ancient  and  modem,  as 
Polytheism,  Astrology,  Necromancy,  Witehcraft,  Theurgy,  Fetichism,  Sham- 
anism, Vampyrism,  Conjuration,  Clairvoyance,  and  Spirit-rapping. 

First  of  all,  the  belief  in  the  existence  of  some  supernatural  agent  appears 
to  be  intuitive.  All  nations  have  it,  or,  as  their  language  proves,  hsii  it. 
Moffat  thought  at  first  that  the  Bechuanan  Caf&es  were  devoid  of  any  sueb 
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nolian,  till  be  fiiand  an  old  num  who  remembered  to  bave  heard  in  bis  boy- 
hood the  word  'Morimo'  used  to  mdicata  some  One  that  is  above.  The 
cooception  of  a  rain-making  ghost,  which  this  word  now  signifies,  is  itself 
anfficientlj  spiritual  to  illustrate  our  position.  This  and  eveij  other  degraded 
Dotioa  of  a  superior  spirit)  points  back  to  an  original,  uDiversal  belief  in  the 
«iiil«nce  of  a  personal  Ood.  It  happens,  however,  that  the  tendency  of 
man's  depraved  nature  (which  had  ultimately  to  be  coanteracted  by  a 
Mvelation)  is  to  render  this  supemataral  Being  comprehensible.  Now,  one 
person  attending  to  different  thiags  in  different  places,  at  precisely  the  same 
time,  may  be  accepted  as  an  article  of  faith,  but  is  not  (in  our  present  state) 
comprehensible.  To  make  Ood  comprehensible,  it  therefore  became  neces- 
uiy  to  do  away  with  His  omnipresence.  But  since  some  spiritual  agency 
HHS  believed  to  be  everywhere  present,  and  aa  this  was  not  seen  to  be 
possible  for  one  spirit,  the  unity  of  God  was  broken  up — the  universe  was 
filled  with  lords  many  and  gods  many,  and  monotbetsm  became  polytheism. 
Sabaism  (or  star-worship),  the  animal- worship  of  Egypt,  and  the  worship  of 
artificial  idols,  were  but  the  issues  of  the  same  principle,  in  tbe  desire  to 
define  and  fix,  by  visible  forms,  the  vagae  idea  of  spiritual  agencies.  We 
cannot  believe,  with  many,  that  these. forms  were  at  first  regarded  as  gods ; 
but  ratber  as  the  symbols  of  gods — each  one  a  visible  sign  of  tbe  invisible — 
on  which  sign  the  outward  eye  resting,  conld  help  the  inward  eye  to  rest  on 
tbe  Being  signified.  But  by  the  law  of  transference  these  two  come  to  be 
confounded.  This  sort  of  worship,  not  originally  of,  but  through  symbols, 
is  common  amongst  Romanists ;  and,  bad  as  it  is,  is  perhaps  less  desti'QCtive 
to  onr  notions  of  God  than  one  too  common  amongst  ourselves.  Our 
laowledge  of  God  ia  at  tbe  best  apprehensive :  we  tend  to  make  it  compre- 
hensive, to  bring  infinity  within  our  ilnite  grasp,  and  worship  that  Thus 
we  cease  to  worship  an  infinite  God ;  our  iliuAsv  is  not  even  like  tbe  E^ptian 
iphynx,  a  symbol  of  an  infinite  God — it  becomes  in  its  flnity  a  God  itself. 

Not  less  intuitive  seems  tbe  b«lief  that  tbe  soul  survives  the  body.  It 
ahovrs  itself  in  the  doctrine  of  metempsychosis.  It  shows  itself  in  the  con- 
ceptions of  heaven  and  hell,  fonnd  in  at  least  tbe  traditions  of  all  nations, 
imd  which  are  founded  on  this  belief.  When  the  Brahmin  died,  his  wives 
burnt  themselves  ori  his  funeral  pile,  that  they  might  accompany  him  to  the 
abode  of  Yama.  When  tbe  A&ictui  prince  dies,  a  thousand  slaves  are 
sacrificed,  that  their  spirits  may  attend  and  serve  him.  When  the  Bed 
Indian  is  buried,  a  bow  and  a  quiver  of  arrows  are  laid  at  his  side. 

Qaite  as  universal  is  man's  belief  in  the  poasibilityof  communication  with 
the  Bpirit-world.  Without  assuming  tbe  existence  of  such  a  belief,  the 
claims  of  the  Bible,  the  pretensions  of  the  Vedas,  tbe  Koran,  and  alt  other 
pseudo-revelations,  the  pretensions  of  Zoroaster,  Solon,  Lycurgus,  Vuma, 
and  all  the  most  celebrated  legislators  among  the  ancients,  to  communication 
with  heaven,  would  be  absurd  and  unaccountable.  That  this  belief  included 
communication  with  disembodied  spirits,  and  other  spirits  than  tbe  All- 
pervading,  is  proved  by  tbe  traditions  of  angelic  visitations,  of  demoniacal 
possession,  and  by  words  in  all  known  langnages  corresponding  to  the  sxla, 
of  the  Greeks,  the  umhra  of  the  Latins,  and  our  own  wraith  or  ghost. 

Apparitions  ar«  common  enough.  Dreams  are  apparitions.  "Blue- 
devils''  are  apparidons.  A  blow  on  tbe  eye,  even  in  utter  darkness,  pro- 
duces apparitions  of  more  brilliant  constellations  than  can  be  seen  through 
the  for^-feet  reflector.  The  idea  of  a  ghost  in  a  morbid  imagination,  and 
Bsperiallyin  conjunction  with  some  dim  impression  on  the  retina,  ia  sitfiicient 
to  produce  an  apparition  of  the  dead.    There  is,  we  believe,  no  physiologic^ 
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difficulty  there ;  but  thae  is  this  pBjchological  difficulty — ^Whence  the  idea 
of  a  ghost  T 

It  ia  all  veiy  well  to  call  these  apparitions  "  spectral  illusions ;"  but  (he 
fact  that  men  in  all  ages  have  felt  a  dread  of  ghosts,  and  often,  in  darkness 
and  solitude,  seen  them,  is  not  in  any  way  explained  by  calling  theco 
"  spectral  illusions."  When  a  boy  hurrying  across  some  desolate  moor  atier 
dark,  sees  dimly  something  white  before  him,  why  does  his  mind  give  it  the 
form  of  a  sheeted  ghost  1  why  not  the  form  of  a  milestone,  or  a  white  posi, 
or  a  marble  vaee  f  Why,  when  plenty  of  natural  objects  may  be  suggested, 
does  bis  mind  supply  a  su/ternatuml  T  and  why  is  he  terrified  though  h« 
feels  sure — all  the  more  if  he  feels  sure — that  no  mortal  man  or  beast  ie 
neart  Those  who  account  for  it  by  saying  that  the  boy's  bead  bad  been 
filled  in  the  nursery  with  stories  of  ghosta  and  goblins,  merely  evade  the 
question.  They  shirk  the  fact  where  the  whole  difficulty  lies — the  &ct, 
namely,  that  neither  nursery-maids  nor  any  other  people  can  create  a  sense 
in  the  mind  of  a  child,  but  only  awaken  those  already  slumbering  there. 
If  you  put  salt  upon  a  child's  tongue,'  you  do  not  crtaU  its  sense  of  taste, 
but  only  arouse  it.  If  the  child  had  not  been  bom  with  a  sense  of  taste, 
salt  on  its  tongue  would  not  have  created  one.  The  same  holds  true  of  tlie 
inward  spiritual  senses.  If  stories  of  ghosts  and  other  spirits  did  not  appeal 
to  some  inward  sense  given  by  God  for  the  perception  of  what  we  yet,  in 
our  ignorance,  call  the  supernatural,  they  would  convey  no  meaning,  and 
^re  rise  to  no  emotion.  But  a  child  no  sooner  hears  a  ghost-stoiy  than  its 
sense  of  the  supernatural  is  awakened,  and  accompanied  with  a  feeling  of 
awe.  This  sense  is  probably  awakened  in  a  child  long  before  it  can  oixler- 
stand  a  spoken  word,  even  before  it  has  seen  its  mother  pray  to  the  Invisible 
with  upturned  eyes ;  but  ghost-stories  appeal  to  the  same  sense,  merely 
presenting  a  new  manifestation  of  spirit.  The  child,  therefore,  understand- 
ing, can  believe  them ;  and  not  having  yet  learned  to  doubt,  does  believe 
them  until,  perhaps,  subsequent  observation  and  refection  lead  him  to  see 
that,  though  spirits  do  exist,  their  appearance  in  the  form  of  ghosts  is  as 
improbable  as  it  is  undesirable. 

But  man  sees  the  body  abandoned  by  the  spirit :  where  the  spirit  Las 
gone,  he  cannot  see ;  hut  when  darkness  and  solitude  have  blott«d  out  his 
consciousness  of  the  natural  world,  his  consdousness  of  the  spiritual — the 
so-called  supernatural — intensifies,  and  the  other  world  which  he  feels 
:  around  him  he  naturally  peoples  with  the  spirits  of  the  dead.  Mysterious 
sounds,  or  solemn  luUs,  intensify  his  consciousness.  Some  form  dimlf 
emerges  from  the  gloom,  and  forthwith  assumes  the  ghastly  shape  suggeaied 
by  his  feelings,  his  recollection,  and  bis  fancy. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  impression  of  the  presence  of  disembodied 
spirits  everywhere  co-exists  with  the  belief  in  heaven  and  hell,  pointing  us 
hack  to  a  conception  (perhaps  truer  than  even  we  have)  of  heaven  and  bell 
being  not  localities,  but  conditions. 

Believing  in  an  ever-present  supernatural  power,  whether  conceived  of 
as  invested  in  one  personality  or  many,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
men  should  have  attributed  all  unaccountable  phenomena  to  its  ^;ency.  To 
it,  therefore,  were  referred  the  unaccountable  vicissitudes  of  human  life. 
Some  looked  on  these  as  indicating  the  changing  fortunes  gf  a  stiu^l« 
between  two  great  spiritual  powers.  The  Persian  magi  believed  in  ■ 
principle  of  Light  and  a  principle  of  Darkness ;  and  the  Manich^ans^reriving 
that  doctrine,  maint^ned  that,  besides  the  good  spirit,  the  agatho-demon, 
there  was  a  caco-demon,  an  independent  spirit  of  evil.     Others  held  thsl. 
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throDgh  apiiitual  agency,  the  deBtinies  of  men  had  bean  linked  by  some 
mysierious  tie  to  .outward  objects,  as  the  life  of  Melenger  was  to  the  stick 
tlut  his  mother  had  plucked  from  the  fire.  Hence  arose  the  pseudo-science 
of  astrology,  which  professed  to  read  men's  destinies  in  the  midnight  sky. 
Hence,  also,  such  superstitions  (so  common  in  our  own  countrf)  as  connected 
ihe  0*14611  family  with  a  carved  head  in  the  wall  of  Shane's  Castle. 

Prom  this  analysis  it  appears  that  spiritualism,  in  these  various  forms, 
80  lar  as  it  is  absurd,  is  so  not  in  nature  but  in  form,  being  the  mere  excre- 
seeoce  of  these  original  beliefs: — (1)  belief  in  the  existence  of  a  personal 
Giod;  (2)beliefin  the  continued  existence  of  the  soul  afier  death;  (3)  belief 
in  possiUe  and  probable  communication  with  the  spirit-worid.  Without 
these .  beliefs,  gods  and  goddesses,  the  Lares  and  Fenates,  family  spirits, 
fairies,  ghosts,  and  goblins,  would  never,  could  never,  have  found  their  way 
into  the  imagination  of  man,  any  more  then  would  the  hues  of  the  rainbow 
if  be  had  not  been  endowed  with  a  sense  orsight. 

Some  centanes  ago  the  human  mind  awoke  from  the  cataleptic  slniaber 
of  ages,  and  forthwith  began  to  shake  off  ila  cobwebs  and  cerements.  Its 
renewed  life  found  its  arteries  in  the  printing-press,  and  manifested  itself 
to  the  revival  of  letters,  the  B:eformation,  the  eradication  of  the  barren 
philosophy  of  the  schoolmen,  and  the  cultivation  of  science  according  to  the 
method  precisely  defined  and  systematized  in  the  Novum  Organon.  As  the 
dark  ages  cleared  away  and  the  dawn  brightened,  tiie  gigantic,  mysterious 
forms  that  had  loomed  through  the  darkness  began  to  melt  away,  or  con- 
tract into  definite,  tangible  objects.  Thus,  age  by  age,  mystery  and  super- 
naturalism  came  to  be  called  superstitious,  to  be  regarded  as  un philosophical, 
and,  what  was  more  fetal  sUll,  unfashionable. 

How  is  it,  then,  that  in  this  enlightened  e^  spiritualism  should  have 
saddenly.  Phoenix-like,  sprung  from  its  ashes,  and  in  a  form  perhaps  more 
preposterous  Ihsn  it  has  ever  yet  assumed?  We  would  suggest,  as  the 
solation  of  this  curioas  and  important  problem,  that  this  is  too  exclusively 
ID  age  of  pure  science  and  utility,  and  that  extremes  breed  their  opposites. 

The  nobler  part  of  man's  nature  is  the  ideal.  'It  is  the  merts  dvoinior. 
Coleridge  finds  the  opposite  of  poetry  in  science ;  and  the  opposition  is  sub- 
jective as  well  as  Directive.  It  is  not  alone  on  science  that  the  soul  can 
live:  without  other  food,  its  better  part  would  starve.  It  is  not  enough  Ibr 
us  to  know  that  Neptune  is  a  planet  revolving  round  the  sun  at  a  distance 
of  3,600,000,000  of  mUes.  To  kindle  this  fact  into  life,  we  must  fill  up  the 
figures  of  speed,  and  distance,  and  size,  with  imagination  :  we  must  endow 
the  planet  with  what  it  does  not,  scientifically,  possess — a  spirit  like  oar 
own — and  make  him  feel  as  we  might  feel,  wandering  evermore  in  those  dim 
''«gions  of  eternal  night,  silent  and  alone.  Fed  on  scientific  fact  alone,  the 
soal  is  like  a  tourist  on  Ronsaeau's  Island,  reading  in  his  guide-book  that  he 
is  surrounded  by  mountains  14,000  and  18,000  feet  in  height,  covered  wifli 
anow.  But  as,  when  ho  looks  forth  at  dawn,  the  snowy  ranges,  in  their 
vupD  purity,  show  themselves  in  the  sky  and  begin  to  blush  with  the  ro^ 
tints  of  morn  ;  so  is  it  with  scientific  facts  in  the  light  of  imagination. 

But  in  these  days  the  poetry  of  our-nature  is  unfairly  treated.  It  is  not 
encouraged  to  keep  pace  with  science,  it  is  scarcely  permitted  to  do  so.  Our  ■ 
minds  are  filled,  choked  with  facts — perchance  most  precious  facts — genuine 
diamonds  which  would,  each  one  of  them,  when  cnt  and  set  by  the  imagina- 
tion, blaze  with  exceeding  splendour ;  hut  now  shovelled  into  our  memories, 
incut,  are  so  many  dim,  dirty  stones.  You  will  find  a  boy  tnmed  out  from 
Mhool,  a  mere  spiritual  edition  of  Cocker's  Aritbmeldc — a  sepulchre  of  dry 
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bones.  He  can  tell  you  preciself  hoir  mimj  aquare  miles  of  our  globe  ii 
water ;  yet  he  has  never  felt  the  mueio  of  a  single  wavej  he  has  learnt  all 
about  the  crjrptogamian  plants,  and  stamens,  and  piBtila,  and  monocotyledons; 
but  has  never  yet  stooped  down  and  seen  God  in  the  little  daisy  at  his  foot. 
He  can  tell  ^u  the  weight  of  each  planet  to  within  a  ton  or  two,  and  how 
many  days  and  odd  hours  it  tnkes  to  revolve  round  its  axis ;  he  can  speciif 
(he  number  of  miles  each  planet  and  star  is  distant  from  the  snn  as  accaTat«^ 
as  if  be  were  beaven-surveyor  to  the  Almighty ;  yet  he  has  never  once  in 
ail  bb  life  looked  up  into  the  starry  vault,  and  felt  stirring  in  his  soul  the 
unutterable  longings  a^er  another  life  that  finds  its  symbol  in  those  serene 
unfathomable  deptiis. 

Jeremy  Collier  has  well  sud,  "  A  man  may  as  well  expect  to  grow  stronger 
by  constant  eating,  as  wiser  by  constant  reading."  Facte  shonld  never  be 
Buffered  to  overlap  the  higher  nature.  To  cram  the  mind  with  facts  is  not 
education:  it  is  the  opposite — it  is  instruction  i  and  the  amount  of  education 
is  only  commensurate  with  the  amount  of  that  instruction  which  the  soul 
digests  and  assimilates.  Hence  the  story  of  one  battle  does  more  for  a  boy 
than  the  dates  of  a  hundred.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  spirit  ex- 
pands by  the  mere  introduction  of  scientific  facts.  When  such  facts  an 
thrown  in,  heaps  upon  heaps,  regardless  of  their  spiritual  assimilation,  they 
bury  the  Iiigher  nature.  Instead  of  its  stepping-stone,  they  become  its 
tombstone  i  like  ^tna  down-crushing  the  giants,  instead  of  Ossa  snd 
Pelion,  heights  by  which  to  scale  the  heavens.  When  the  mountains  are 
wrapt  in  storm  aud  thunderclond,  the  higher  nature  is  satisfied :  when  the 
clouds  have  rolled  away  and  the  summits  appear,  the  mystery  of  the  moan- 
tains  ia  gone,  and  the  higher  nature  most  now  look  over  the  summits  into 
the  ever  mysterious,  unfathomable  aky.  So  is  it  with  all  science — at^definiie 
comprehended  fact.  So  soon  as  anything  is  comprehended,  so  soon  does 
the  higher  nature  mount  on  it,  and  stretch  its  anns  yet  higher  into  the  sphere 
(its  own  sphere)  of  the  symbolic,  the  as  yet  mysterious,  the  infinite.  It  a 
because  God  is  infinite,  almighty,  unsearchable,  known  only  by  the  partial 
glimpses  He  has  given  us  in  the  Bible,  and  by  tiie  tints  and  shadows  which 
His  intervening  creation  casts  upon  our  sonls,  that  He  is  fitted  to  satia^, 
throughout  eternity,  our  highest  and  divinest  aspinUions.  If  man  could 
know  God,  could  ever  by  any  means  comprehend  Him,  forthwith  he  would 
put  God  under  his  feet,  and  look  up  and  make  a  God  of  the  yet  unknown. 

To  such  a  result  has  much  modem  teaching  virtually,  however  little  in- 
tentionally, tended, — making  God  a  matter  of  science,  and  taking  His  meatare 
with  reflecting  telescopes.  Before  scientific  investigation,  mystery  has  been 
gradually  resolving  itself  into  natural  operations — extremely  simple,  we  art 
told — and  now  explained  to  little  boys  and  girls  for  eigh teen-pence,  or  there- 
abouts, in  "  Introductions  to  the  Sciences,"  "  Reasons  Why,"  and  "  Usefijl 
Knowledge  Books."  Phenomena  that  were  once  attributed  to  supernatural 
agency,  are  now  the  result  of  natural  and  known  causes.  Thunder  and 
lightning  are  mere  aSairs  of  atmospheric  strata  and  electrical  dischai^; 
and  Jupiter  with  his  thunderbolts  has  collapsed  into  a  royth,  and  is  now 
wrapped  up,  mumihy-wiBe,  in  Lempriere's  Dictionary,  for  the  especial  be- 
hoof of  tyros  in  Latin.  Tellus  has  lost  her  personality,  and  become  a  men 
compound  of  debris  and  rotten  organisms.  Man,  too,  of  whom  it  was  oott 
said,  "  How  noble  in  reason  !  how  infinite  in  faculties  I  in  form  and  moving 
how  express  and  admirable!  in  action  how  like  an  angel!  in  apprehecsion 
how  like  a  God  I"  has  now,  in  the  hands  of  the  anatomist  and  chemist,  be- 
come a  mere  automatic  machine,  a  curious  construction  of  valves  and  pipe^ 
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El  doublcactioQ  force-pump,  bellows,  a  Terra  en  tation-Tat,  r  waste-pipe,  and 
a  ganglionic  nerve-telegraph. 

"And  God  said.  Let  us  make  man  in  oar  own  image,  after  our  likenesa ; 
and  let  him  hare  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the 
air,  and  over  die  cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth,  and  over  A'ery  creeping 
thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth.  So  God  created  man  in  Hia  own 
image:  in  the  image  of  G«d  created  He  him,"  So  s^th  the  Scriptures :  but 
Mr  Darwin  will  tell  ua  that  we  have  been  quite  naturally  developed  in 
successive  stages,  from  the  primordial  dignity  of  a  periwinkle  itself)  aa  we 
shall  probably  hear  next,  derived  IVora  some  natural  eecretioa  of  La  Place's 
nebula;  and  t^,  in  turn,  from  a  natural  secretion  of  some  universal  ether, — 
the  simple,  uncreated,  self-evolving  origin  of  all  things.  Truly  science  is 
Bdvancing,  and  God  retreating.  Link  afler  link  of  natural  causation  has 
developed  Itself,  never  coming  to  any  mystery  which  is  not  to  be  similarly 
explained  by  and  by.  We  are  kindly  promised  to  have  our  souls  resolved, 
into  the  morion  of  particles  in  our  cerebrum  and  cerebellum.  In  the  mean- 
lime,  we  are  invited  to  be  satisSed  with  the  following ; — "  I  am  told  that  the 
mind  and  the  body  are  separate  from  one  another.  Are  the  brightness  and 
ileel  of  a  knife  separate  T  I  drop  some  water  upon  steel ;  in  due  course  the 
process  of  oxidation  must  take  place,  and  the  brightness  ia  gone.  I  take  a 
man,  and  drop  a  bullet  into  his  brain  ;  the  process  of  life- destruction  takes 
place,  and  his  intelligence  is  gone.  .  .  .  Intelligence  is  not  a  substance,  it  is 
a  quality  of  matter." 

Thus,  by  degrees,  a  paeudo-sdence  is  conveying  the  idea  that  the  world  is 
but  a  great  machine,  material,  self-acting, — Divinity  a  sinecure,;  and  scien- 
tiiic  men  seem  now  disposed  to  bow  God  politely  from  His  own  nni  verse. 

Such  a  belief  is  intolerable  to  the  higher  nature  of  man.  Ilie  intuitive 
conviction  in  some  mysterious  supernatural  Being,  already  referred  to,  rebels 
against  it.  Hence  some  minds,  unable  to  £nd  room  in  this  material  universe 
for  the  personal  God  testified  to  in  the  depths  of  their  nature,  have,  to  satisfy 
.  their  inborn  craving  for  the  incompreheneible,  deified  matter,  and  made  it, 
,  in  all  its  changes,  the  manifestation  of  some  mysterious,  universal,  impersonal 
force,  "  billowing  shoreless  on,"  scattering  it  spray-showers  of  comets,  suns, 
and  systems.     Pantheism  is,  therefore,  but  the  recoil  from  materialism. 

Other  minds,  breaking  from  the  grasp  of  natural  causation,  have  swung 
■wildly  over  to  the  other  extreme,  and  filled  the  air,  the  earth,  and  the  water, 
with  disembodied,  or  otherwise  unembodied  spirits,  rapping,  table-turning, 
night- walking,  secret-revealing.  The  position  is  absurd,  because  a  violent 
recoil  from  absurdity.  But  as  the  mathematician  may,  from  the  oscillations 
of  a  pendulum,  determine  the  perpendicular,  so,  &om  these  oscillations  be- 
tween materialism  and  spiritualism,  we  may  learn  the  golden  mean  wherein 
Datura!  causation  is  reconciled  with  a  Divine  personal  cause. 


PROTESTANT  SISTERHOODS. 

Tbe  stranger  who  wanders  through  Berlin  for  the  first  rime  might  be  ready 
to  think  that  he  had  come  among  a  people  whose  chief  delight  was  in  war. 
Monuments  in  marble  and  bronze  everywhere  meet  his  eye ;  end  on  ex- 
amining them,  he  finds  that,  almost  without  exception,  they  are  raised  irf 
honour  of  men  who  have  signalized  themselves  by  their  martial  prowess,  or 
are  symbolical  of  the  glory  associated  with  it.  Further  observation,  how- 
ever, will  reveal  to  him  pleasing  evidence  of  their  devotion  to  more  laiidable 
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jiuFBuitsi  In  iind  afound  t1ie  town  he  will  see  numerous  palaces,  funiished 
in  tKe  most  tasteful  manner,  and  adorned  with  the  finest  works  of  art;  and 
aa  he  visits  these,  the  reflecdon  may  well  arise  in  hit  mind,  that  if  the  princes 
of  the  land  take  delight  in  honouring  the  men  of  war,  they  are  no  less  dis- 
posed to  enjd^  the  blessings  of  peace,  Nor  do  they  selfishly  reserve  for 
their  own  gratification  the  trophies  of  art  which  their  fostering  care  and 
laudable  enterprise  have  accumulated,  but  vast  treasures  of  these  are  tbrovn 
open  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  in  the  royal  museums  and  picture 
^leries  i  and  he  will  there  see  that  the  citizens,  although  trained  and  pre- 
pared for  the  havoc  of  war,  are  diligent  in  studying  the  arts  of  peace.  In 
the  academies  of  painting,  music,  and  architecture,  full  provision  is  made 
for  educating  that  taste  which  is  thus  excited  j  and  in  the  University,  with 
its  host  of  professors  and  extensive  libraries  adjoining  it,  abundant  oppor- 
tunity is  afforded  for  exploring  al^  the  dark  recesses  of  human  lore.  The 
higher  aspiradons  towards  God  and  eternity  find  their  nursery  in  the  churches 
which  are  scattei-ed  throughout  the  city ;  and  the  practical  side  of  their  re- 
li^ous  life,  to  one  phase  of  which  we  propose  to  direct  attention,  may  be 
witnessed  in  the  numerous  benevolent  institutions  which  receive  hearty  snp- 
port  from  all  classes. 

In  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Ihe  city  there  is  a  large  and  handsome  building 
situate  within  a  pleasant  enclosare,  which  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit.  It  is 
calIedthe£etAant'e>iAai»,  and  is  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a  general  hospital; 
but  an  interest  belongs  to  it,  arising  both  from  its  cleanly  and  comfortabls 
arrangements,  and  from  the  peculiarity  of  the  system  by  which  it  is  managed, 
which  no  hospital  in  this  country  can  claim.  On  ringing  the  bell  we  were 
at  once  admitted  by  a  young  lady  who  acted  as  porteress,  and  a  slate  was 

Stresented  on  which  to  write  our  names.  After  this  preliminary,  our  fair 
riend  conducted  us  through  the  various  departments  of  tbe  house.  She  wae 
one  of  the  Sisterhood,  who-act  as  nurses,  snd  superintend  the  whole  domestic 
arrangements.  At  the  time  of  our  visit,  there  were  sixty-one  ladies  be- 
longing to  it.  They  live  together  here  as  a  religious  community,  and  spend 
their  whole  time  in  this  labour  of  love.  They  are  all  Frotestants,  held  to- 
gether by  their  common  interest  in  this  work ;  but  they  are  under  no  en- 
snaring or  perpetual  vows.  They  are  at  liberty,  on  notice  being  given,  to 
leave  at  any  time  they  choose ;  and  there  are  occasional  instances  of  their 
leaving  this  work,  to  enter  on  what  we  may  suppose  to  be  the  more  congenint 
cares  of  a  household  of  their  own.  Our  guide  was  dressed,  like  the  other 
Sisters,  in  black,  with  a  white  apron,  which  covered  the  breast  as  well,  and 
a  white  cap.  The  passages  which  extend  through  the  building  are  wide 
and  airy,  and  the  floors  are  all  smoothly  polished.  The  wards  which  claim 
most  interest,  are  perhaps  those  in  which  the  eick  children  are  nursed 
Everything  was  neat  and  orderly.  The  youngest  infants  were  lying  in 
cradles,  probably  at  tbe  time  quite  unconscious  of  their  ailments,  sensible 
only  of  their  occasional  pain.  If  older  people,  when  afflicted  with  disease, 
could  make  themselves  either  children  or  philosophers,  and  only  think  of  tlie 
pain  of  the  moment,  instead  of  accumulating  by  their  imagination  the  pain 
which  they  have  experienced  before,  and  all  that  they  expect  to  feel  after- 
wards, they  would  find  their  trouble  much  lighter  than  thoy  commonly 
reckon  it.  Tbe  older  children,  who  were  able  to  be  out  of  bed,  found  amuse- 
itient  in  the  toys  which  the  kind  Ssters  had  provided  for  them,  and,  no 
doubt,  entered  as  heartily  into  their  childish  games  as  others  who  weie 
favoured  more  highly.  While  we  were  present,  a  detachment  of  them  sat 
down  at  a  very  low  table  to  a  refreshment,  apparently  of  bread  and  m&< 
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Hod,  before  be^noing,  they  oflered  up  thanks  to  Him  from  whom  all  blessings 
How,  in  a  prayer,  which  tbey  repeated  together  after  the  Sister  who  acted 
towards  them  the  mother's  part.  In  another  room  were  older^  children,  of 
about  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age ;  and  they  received  instruction  in  the  ordi- 
nary branches  of  education,  when  their  ailmenta  permitted  tbem  to  attend 
lo  it.  The  rest  of  the  patients  were  all  classified,  and  arranged  in  their  ap- 
propriate wards  ;  and  the  air  of  comfort  and  order  which  pervaded  these, 
showed  plainly  the  care  of  loving  hearts  and  gentle  hands.  The  Sisters,  in 
general,  belong  to  the  higher  ranks  of  life.  Their  chief  work  is  that  of 
w^hing  by  the  beds  of  the  patients ;  and,  while  ministering  to  their  bodily 
wante,  they  drop  tender  words  of  sympathy  and  comfort,  such  as  Christian 
KOmeD  alone  can  do.  The  result  of  such  ministradons  of  mercy  it  is'not 
eesj  to  reckon ;  but  we  are  sure  that  many  afflicted  patients  who  are  brought 
here  will  feel  deeply  ever  afierwards  the  truth  of  what  Luther,  with  much 
feeling,  said,  when  he  thought  of  th«  benevolent  Ursula  Gotta,  who  had 
received  him  into  her  house  when  he  was  begging  his  bread  from  door  to 
door  with  little  success  :  "  Earth  has  nothing  gentler  than  the  female  heart 
in  vhich  piety  dwells."  The  Sisters  are  not  required  to  engage  in  any 
menial  work.  There  are  nnmerons  servants  in  the  house  for  all  such  pur- 
poses, who,  iDcliiding  some  men,  who  are  employed  to  carry  patients  or 
perform  other  duties,  amount  to  about  thirty.  The  Sisters-  dine  together  in 
acommonhall;  and  each,  besides,  has  her  own  apartment.  There  is  a  chapel 
in  the  house  capable  of  holding  about  three  or  four  hundred ;  and  worship, 
^r  the  Lutheran  fashion,  is  observed  here  every  Sabbath.  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  cooking  and  washing  are  necessarily  on  a  very  extensive  scale, 
Ihere  being  commonly  about  two  hundred  and  Uiirty  patients,  and  steam  is 
employed  in  this  work  as  &r  as  possible. 

The  plan  according'  to  which  this  hospital  is  conducted,  was  drawn  out, 
"t  the  request  of  the  late  king,  by  Dr  Fliedner,  who  has  won  for  himself  a 
itime  among  the  benefactors  of  the  race  as  the  founder  of  Protestant  Sister- 
liDods.  The  results  of  the  system,  in  this  case,  are  most  satisfactory ;  but 
ve  may  best  enable  our  readers  to  form  an  estimate  of  its  value,  and  of  its 
iULtableness  for  adoption  among  ua,  by  tracing  briefly  bow  it  arose,  and  what 
i'  baa  already  accomplished  in  many  lands.  Like  almost  all  great  practical 
sjstems,  it  took  its  beginning,  not  from  any  finely  spun  theory,  ^ut  from  the 
liemands  of  necessity;  and  only  gradually  did  the  simple  but  earnest  attempt 
»  do  good,  according  to  his  oppoj^onjty,  lead  the  pious  Fliedner  to  the 
adoption  of  this  plan,  la  the  year  1622  he  was  appointed  minister  of  the  little 
^age  of  Kaiserswerth  on  the  £hine,  a  place  dependent  chiefly  on  the  velvet 
■nanufactures  which  were  largely  carried  on  there.  Soon  after  he  came,  the 
■iianuractures  failed,  the  workers  were  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  the 
CDtigr^tion,  which  was  chiefly  composed  of  them,  was  threatened  with  dis- 
^lution.  He  might  now  have  accepted  of  another  charge  which  was  offered 
iiim;  but  he  preferred  to  remain  aji  his  post,  and  rather  help  them,  until  better 
Uioes  should  retam.  With  this  determination  he  made  a  journey  to  Holland 
^i  Bngland,  to  raise  funds  for  their  support;  and,  while  so  engaged,  he 
visited  the  prisons  and  workhouses,  to  observe  the  condition  of  the  inmates. 
^Iiia  he  found  was  most  deplorable  ;  and  he  returned  home,  resolved  to  do 
vhat  he  could,  in  his  own  sphere,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  might  be  in 
a  similar  state.  In  the  prison,  of  Dilsseldorf  he  found  that  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  prisoners  were  quite  neglected.  They  were  mingled  togeljter, 
without  regard  to  sex  or  condition;  and,  in  consequence,  the  good  were  soon 
'"ade  bad,  and  the  bad  became  more  hardened.    He  obtained  permission  to 
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preach  there ;  and  every  Sahbath,  in  addidon  to  bis  regnlar  vot^  be  pro- 
chiimed  to  the  prisoners  the  glad  tidhigs  of  Him  who  came  to  open  the  priMo 
doors  and  set  the  captivea  free.  He  <h«w  the  attention  of  the  GoTemment 
to  the  deslatute  contUtion  of  the  priaona  generally,  and  succeeded  in  indadng 
them  to  appoint  regular  chapluns.  Virtue  is  ila  own  reward,  and  one  good 
work  soon  leads  to  another.  His  attention  was  constantly  directed  to  the 
necessities  of  the  ignorant  and  the  deititnte ;  and  in  his  journeys  in  Tariooe 
countries  he  inquired  into  their  condition,  and  observed  what  was  done  for 
their  relief.  In  1632,  while  travelliog  in  England  with  this  view,  be  met 
with  Mrs  Fry,  and  went  with  her  to  visit  the  cells  of  Newgate.  He  ■mt 
greatly  impressed  with  the  helpless  condition  of  the  females  when  discharged 
,  from  prison,  and  determined  to  do  something  for  this  class  at  home.  He 
soon  opened  a  refuge  ior  them  in  a  small  house,  situate  in  his  own  garden. 
His  wife  superintended  it,  and  it  was  occupied  at  first  by  one  inmste. 
Others  came  soon  afterwards,  and  a  larger  house  was  taken  for  them.  Mean- 
while he  turned  his  attention  to  the  children  of  people  who  were  engaged  id 
work  all  day ;  he  saw  that  they  were  often  sadly  neglected,  being  left  in 
charge  of  thoughtless  brothers  or  sisters,  little  older  than  themselves,  or 
confided  to  the  reluctant  care  of  neighbours,  who  had  already  sufficient 
troubles  of  their  own.  His  garden-house  was  empty,  and  he  at  once  opened 
it  as  an  infant  school,  where  they  would  be  well  cared  for,  and  have  the 
opportunity  of  learning  lessons  of  wisdom  suited  to  their  years. 

His  benevolent  d^res  expanded  with  every  gratification  which  they  re- 
ceived, and  he  pondered  anxiously  how  he  might  benefit  the  sick  poor.  In 
the  public  hospitals  they  did  not  receive  that  treatment  which  he  conceived 
was  due  from  a  community  of  Christians.  Hired  nurses  were  often  careless, 
and  even  defeated  all  the  good  which  the  pbysituans  might  do,  by  allowing 
the  patients,  for  a  bribe,  to  receive  forbidden  stimulants.  And  where  thej 
were  faithful  to  their  duty,  it  only  extended  to  the  wants  of  the  body;  the 
comfort  of  the  soul,  on  which  so  moch  even  of  bodily  health  depends,  wu 
unprovided  for.  The  only  remedy  that  occurred  to  his  mind,  was  to  indua 
Christian  women  to  engage  in  tfais  work  from  pure  motives  of  love.  To 
perform  it  efficiently,  be  knew  they  must  be  trained ;  and  to  carry  out  thia 
plan  he  must  have  a  new  hospital.  This  was  a  serious  undertaking  for  one 
in  his  circumstances.  He  was  hut  the  pastor  of  a  little  village,  where,  how- 
ever much  his  character  might  be  respected  and  his  plans  approved  of,  be 
could  not  obtain  much  money.  He  shrank  hack,  therefore,  from  attempting 
it  himself,  and  besought  the  ministers  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  who  wen 
more  favourably  situated,  to  lend  their  help.  It  needed,  however,  mm 
faith  and  love  than  they  seem  to  have  possessed  ;  and  they  left  him  to  carry 
out  his  scheme  single-handed.  He  was  not  left  without  encouragement  from 
others.  When  speaking  of  his  plans  to  some  friends  whom  he  met  at  ■ 
missionary  meeting  at  Gladbach,  they  at  once  expressed  their  sympatlij 
and  admiration,  and  testified  this  by  liberal  contributions  for  his  assistance. 
He  had  already  secured  a  lai^  house  of  twenty  rooms,  with  out-houses  and 
garden,  the  principal  one  in  the  town ;  and  he  soon  obtwned  the  services  ol 
a  lady  to  take  charge  of  it,  for  a  short  time  at  least.  A  physician  *« 
appointed  to  attond  it,  and  on  the  13th  October  1836  it  was  opened  as  sn 
hospital.  The  people  in  the  town  raised  considerable  opposition  to  it  AH 
kinds  of  rumours  were  circulated  about  it.  A  physician,  who  had  missed 
the  appointment,  went  about  telling  the  people,  in  the  most  disintereeled 
way,  that  he  was  setting  up  a  plague-house  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  that 
they  would  certainly  all  catch  the  infection.     Remonstrances  were  made  b^ 
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■  depatfttion  of  the  oonncil  od  behalf  af  the  towD,  bat  he  stjll  persevered  in 
the  iTork  which  he  waa  convinced  was  good:  The  entrance  of  the  first 
patient,  a  Roman  Catholic  maid-servant,  was  the  signal  for  renewed  tnur- 
mati,  as  it  showed  that  the  work  was  going  OQ  in  earnest;  but,  after  a  little,- 
as  Msaaily  happeas  with  all  earnest  labourers  in  the  cause  of  true  benevolence, 
(hej  allowed  him  to  work  in  quietness  in  his  new  caUing.  There  were 
man;  confident  predictions  on  the  part  of  Soman  Catholics,  that  as  there 
were  no  perpetual  vows,  nor  any  of  the  other  precautions  ^hich  the  lyisdom 
of  their  Church  has  thought  fit  to  throw  around  its  benevolent  institutions, 
the  bubble  must  soon  borst.  Fhedner,  however,  wrought  on  in  faith  and 
patience,  and  in  due  time  saw  his  labours  crowned  with  abundant  success. 
Duriog  the  first  year  there  were  forty  patients  and  seven  sisters.  The  sys- 
tem was  found  to  work  admirably.  The  report  of  it  soon  became  widely 
bowD.  Other  institutjons,  of  a  similar  kind,  sprung  np  in  many  places; 
and  the  value  of  Kuserswerth,  as  a  training  school,  being  generally  recog- 
nised, frequent  requests  came  in  for  its  nurses  to  assist  elsewhere.  A  want 
was  supplied  which  had  long  been  felt,  but  which  others  before  Fliedner, 
either  did  not  see  clearly  how  to  meet,  or  lacked  the  perseverance  and 
deiotdoato  carry  out  their  plans  with  success. 

Ernidually,  as  the  necessity  for  them  was  felt,  and  the  means  for  estab- 
Ming  them  obtained,  other  institutions  were  founded  at  Kaiserswerth ;  and 
now  there  may  be  seen  in  full  activity  there,  besides  the  general  hospital  for 
laen,  women,  and  children,  a  refuge  for  discharged  female  prisoners,  and 
Magdalene  asylum,  a  lunatic  asylum  for  females,  a  normal  semioaiy  for 
goveraessee,  and  on  infant  school.  AH  these  present  difi'erent  training 
schools  for  Christian  women  who  desire  to  prepare  themselves  for  usefulness, 
and  tbey  have  been  established  with  this  special  view,  as  welt  as  to  benefit 
lie  inmates  who  receive  their  care.  Besides  attending  to  the  work  of  the 
iiospital,  which  must  be  considerable,  as  there  are  annually  over  600  patients, 
and  engaging  in  the  other  walks  of  usefulness  which  we  have  named,  the 
slaters  act  as  nurses  to  about  fiity  private  families  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
iiome  engage  in  more  genial  work,  as  parochial  deaconesses.  They  visit 
*e  hnmes  of  the  poor,  help  them  in  every  way  that  they  can,  offer  them 
Christian  sympathy  and  advice,  procure  work  for  them  when  out  of  employ- 
ment, instruct  their  children,  and  minister  to  them  in  sickness.  An  example 
vfill  best  show  the  good  which  they  may  often  do  in  this  way.  An  epidemic 
cervous  fever  broke  out  most  virulently  at  Gaitrop,  a  small  village  of  about 
130  inhabitants,  where  no  doctor  nor  apothecary  was  within  reach.  Pastor 
cliedoer's  vrife,  who  occupies  the  post  of  superior,  hastened  there  with 
three  of  the  sisters  and  a  servant-maid.  They  found  there  were  already 
IroDi  twenty  to  twenty-five  in  the  most  distressing  condition.  There  was 
little  food  among  them,  and  no  cteaallness.  Many  had  been  already  cut 
liown,  and  those  who  were  able  bad  fled  from  the  village.  The  sisters 
iminedialely  did  what  they  could  to  introduce  ventilation  and  cleanliness 
iato  their  small  huts.  They  washed  and  cooked  for  the  sick,  and  by  tumg 
watched  over  them  at  night ;  and  with  such  success,  that  only  four  died 
"ier  they  came,  and  the  rest  recovered  daring  their  four  weeks'  stay.  From 
such  an  example,  it  will  be  manifest  to  every  one  that  trained  nurses,  who 
botii  know  what  to  do,  and  are  able  to  do  it  without  confusion  or  excite- 
ment, possess  an  immense  advantage  over  those  well-meaning  but  excitable 
Md  incompetent  ladies,  wbicb  every  occasion  of  wide-spread  disease  culls 
'ito  activity. 

The  sisters  of  Kaiserswerth  are  a  very  numerous  band.     Besides  those 

"0.  vin.,  VOL.  T.,  NEW  saaiES. — Ai 


370  PBOTEBTAm'  8ISIBSH00DS. 

Ubourlog  in  the  parent  inetitutieii)  many  are  acatUred  over  tlie  aeTenly-roin 
stationB  estnbliabed  in  connection  witli  it.  Muiy  of  tbese  are  in  German;; 
but  there  are  also  others  in  far-distant  places.  Bach  as  Constantinople,  Badi- 
Brest,  Smyrna,  JeniBalem,  Alexandria^  and  Pittsburg,  in  Pennsylvania.  In 
addition  to  all  these  there  are  twenty  institutions  in  various  oountries,  in- 
dependent of  Kaiserswerth,  but  carried  on  after  a  mmrilar  plan  ;  and  we  may 
foirly  attribute  their  origin,  in  great  part,  to  the  infiuence  of  Dr  Fliedner's 
labours. 

We  have  thus  sketched  the  leading  features  of  this  system  of  Frot«stast 
sisterhoods,  without  entering  into  the  details  of  tlte  management,  whicli 
vary  in  different  instdtutions,  and  are  not  essenUal  to  the  system.  What  ire 
have  stated  may  show  plainly  that  s  vast  amontM  of  good  is  accomplished 
by  it,  which  could  not  be  otherwise  done ;,  and  it  is  worthy  of  coDBidraatioii 
how  far  a  similar  plan  loight  be  adopted  in  this  country.  We  do  not  enter 
into  the  question  which  has  t>een  raised  in  connection  with  this  subject, 
whether  the  office  of  deaconess  is  one  appointed  in  the  New  Testament; 
or  if  so,  whether  it  was  .intended  for  all  time.  The  practical  'question  to  be 
considered  is,  whetiier  it  is  desirable  and  expedient  tJiat  women,  who  desire 
to  spend  their  enei^es  most  profitably  for  the  good  of  the  poor,  and  sick, 
and  helpless  around  them,  should  undergo  a  systematic  training  to  enable 
them  to  do  this  efficiently;  and  whether,  for  this  purpose,  they  should  live 
for  B  time  in  an  hospital,  and  gain  some  experience  of  the  duties  of  naisn. 
Stated  thus,  the  question  appears  simple,  and  the  answer  ready.  There 
are  many  ladies  who  would  delight  to  smooth  the  pillow  of  the  poor  sufferers 
in  our  hospitals,  or  in  their  wretched  homes,  and  whisper  to  them  worda  of 
sympathy,  and  cheer  them  with  hopes  of  that  laud  where  pain  and  sorrow 
'are  unknown.  Their  ignorance  and  inexperience,  however,  deter  them. 
They  are  afraid  they  might  do  more  harm  than  good,  and  they  leave  it 
alone.  Others,  equally  benevolent,  but  less  timid,  busy  themselves  in 
visiting  the  sick  and  the  poor  around  them  ;  bnt  sometimes,  from  their  warn 
of  training,  act  in  such  a  way  as-  frastrates  their  good  intentions,  and  exciia 
the  ridicule  of  the  scoffer.  Nursing  is  a  thing  to  be  learnt.  Some,  without 
having  had  much  experience  or  training,  discover  peculiar  aptitude  for  it; 
but  the  actual  attainments  of  most  appear  to  be  mudi  less  than  is  commonly 
imagined.  Miss  Nightingale,  an  authority  on  this  point,  States  her  convic- 
tion, that  "the  elements' of  nursing  are  all  but  unknown."  This  will  appear 
a  bold  statement  to  some ;  bu(  they  must  remember  that  she  very  properly 
'  uses  the  term  in  a  more  extended  meaning  tban  many  dream  of.  She  mys 
that  "it  ought  to  signify  the  proper  use  of  fresh  air,  light,  warmth,  deanli- 
nees,  quiet,  and  the  proper  selection  and  administration  of  diet — all  at  the 
least  expense  of  vital  power  to  the  patient."  It  is  only  in  exceptional 
eircumstflnces  that  all  this  can  be  learnt  properly  at  home;  and  if  ilia 
necessary  to  be  known,  the  only  alternative  that  presents  itself  is  tie 
establishment  of  training-schools  for  the  purpose :  in  short,  the  adoption  of 
Some  modificaticHi  of  the  system  of  sisterhoods  which  we  i  have  been 
describing.  We  have  read  of  wondrous  results  which  the  earnest  and 
patient  labour  of  some  benevolent  ladies  in  this  coontry  has  accomplished 
among  the  poor  and  neglected.  Whole  villages  have  been,  as  it  were, 
renewed.  Drunken  men  have  been  made  sober  i  careless  women  have 
become  industrious  and  tidy ;  the  wretchedness  and  squalor,  which  pervaded 
their  cottages,  have  given  place  to  cleanliness  and  comfort;  and  the  siefc 
have  been  restored  to  health,  or  enabled  to  endure  their  sickness  with  leu 
pain.     Bough  labourers,  too,  on  the  riulway,  who  seem  before  to  have  bid 
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tdien  to  all  tiia  amenUiM  of  civilised  life,  and  even  to  the  restraints  of 
religion,  have  been,  by  woman's  kindly  and  Christian  influence,  broagHt 
back  to  die  ways  of  righteousness  and  peace.  .  Ail  this  has  reanltAd  from 
the  Iftboars  of  those  who  had  no^peoiaj  training,  such  as  we  have  spoken 
0^  and  were  only  gnided  by  ordinary  prudence  and  tacL  Yet,  what  has 
been  accomplished  by  these  individnals,  it  is  quite  possible,  could  not  have 
been  done  by  others  although  equally  laborious  and  self-denying;  and, 
pei^ps,  if  these  ladies  had  been  thoroughly-trained,  ttiey  might  have  done 
erpn  more  than  they  did.  £ut  training  institutions  would  not  only  enable 
many  to  nnrse  the  sick  who  are,  at  present,  unable  to  do  so,  and  render 
others  who  engage  in  this  work  more  efficient :  they  would  present  more 
TBiious  fields  of  aotivi^r  than  are  available  at  present.  It  is  not  all  who 
might  be  adapted  fbr  visiting  and  nursing  the  sick.  Some  might  be  more 
disposed  to  engage  in  the  instruction  of  the  young,  while  others  iii%ht  be 
beuer  qualified  to  advise  and  encourage  the  frail  victims  of  vice  and  crime, 
wbo  were  seeking  to  enter  on  a  life  of  virtue  and  honesty.  It  may  be  sai^, 
lliat  all  these  si^ares  of  usefulness,  in  one  way  or  another,  are  already 
iFiulable  for  all  who  choose ;  but  they  lie  out  of  the  way  of  many,  who 
might  render  a  more  general  and  coroprehensive  system  of  benevolence,  to 
engage  in  such  work ;  and  when  they  are  found  ou^  they  present  few  oppor- 
luDities  of  training  to  the  inexperienced. 

Objections  will  readily  occur  in  the  minds  of  many  to  this  syaten).  To 
JMie,  it  will  at  once  be  suggestive  of  nunneries  and  Boman  Catholic 
d^usions ;  and  certainly  there  is  a  resemblance  between  it  and  institutions 
connected  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Still  it  cannot  be  denied, 
")uitever  may  be  thought  of  the  vows  imposed  on  the  sisters  who  visited 
Md  tended  the  sick,  that  they  have  done  good  to  many  who,  otherwise, 
"ouM  have  pined  in  poverty  yid  pain.  Through  such  labours,  no  doubt, 
tbey  have  done  much  to  strengthen  the  hold  whiqh  their  Church  has  taken 
on  the  afiections  of  the  poor;  but  this  dote  not  present  any  reason  why 
Protestants  should  refuse  to  take  part  in  a  work  unexceptionably  good  in 
iUelf.  AIL  the  evil  which  was  associated  with  the  Koman  Catholic  insti- 
tutions may  be  avoided,  and  the  influence  which  they  exercised  may  be 
timed  to  the  advantage  of  true  religion.  "Pure  religion,  and  undefiled 
before  God  the  Father,  is  this — to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their 
iffliction,"  as  weil  as  to  "keep  ourselves  nnspotted  from  the  world;"  and 
in  no  way  may  this  precept  be  more  thoroughly  carried  out,  by  many  who 
)>aTe  leisure  and  opportunity,  than  by  labouring  in  connecdon  with  some 
ustitution  such  as  we  have  described. 

it  may  be  said,  however,  that  very  few  have  leisure  and  inclination  to 
engage  in  such  systematic  labours.  To  this  a  ready  answer  is  presented  in 
Iba  success  of  the  scheme  wherever  it  has  been  fairiy  tried.  Christian 
''oinen  in  this  country,  surely,  are  not  less  enterprising,  not  less  devoted  to 
liie  caose  of  true  benevolence,  than  their  sisters  in  Germany ;  and  the  fact 
I  tliat  the  plan  is  as  yet  untried  here,  aflbrds  no  ground  for  the  statement 
j  that  it  wonld  not  succeed.  If  there  were  shyness  and  reluctance  at  first, 
thia  would  probably  be  overcome  by  the  force  of  fashion  and  custom  after 
It  was  fairly  established.  It  requires  greater  moral  courage  to  begin  a 
*ork  which  is  quite  new,  than  to  help  one  which  has  been  established  and 
fWognised.  And  we  have  seen,  in  the  labours  of  devoted  ladies,  in  many 
)i'»ys  whic  h  were  before  untried,  and  which  they  themselves  devised, 
indications  of  such  an  earnest  desire  to  do  good  in  the  best  way,  whatever 
tnat  might  be,  as  to  lead  us  to  expect  that  this  system,  which  has  beea 
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Bncceasfullf  tried  in  other  coantriea  so  long,  would  here  receive  general 
approval  and  beartv  support.  There  are  many  ladiee  who  feel  themselvu 
quite  alone  in  the  world,  whose  near  friends,  perhaps,  have  all  died  ot 
removed  far  away,  who  feel  unhappy  jost  because  they  have  no  regulir 
work  to  occupy  their  time,  and  interest  their  minds  and  hearts.  Many  of 
them  would  readily  join  a  sisterhood  of  mercy,  and  while  blessing  others  i 
would  themselves  be  blessed.  They  would,  as  at  present,  have  their  own 
apartment,  and  pay  for  their  support.  They  would  be  under  no  ensnaring 
vows  or  fixed  engagement.  In  general,  a  term  of  probation  extending  to  | 
six  or  twelve  months  has  been  adopted,  and  afler  this  they  are  free  to  leave 
if  they  desire.  If  they  wish  to  remain  aa  r^ular  sisters,  they  are  expected 
to  continue  for  a  period  of  five  years,  although  tliey  may  leave  at  any  Ume 
after  giving  certain  riotice  of  their  intention.  They  may  choose  the  speml  . 
kind  of  labour  which  they  prefer,  and  receive  proper  training  for  it.  Id 
short,  they  would  just  do  what  their  hearts  are  now  fixed  upon,  and  do  it 
in  the  most  cheerful  and  profitable  way. 

Besides  this  class,  who  would  form  the  muti  support  of  the  institution,  ! 
there  would  probably  be  a  large  number  of  young  ladies  who  might  cdhk 
for  a  limited  period)  merely  to  gain  some  instruction  in  the  duties  of  nurses, 
as  a  part  of  their  education.  The  advantages  which  would  accrue  from 
sucli  an  addition  to  their  present  acquirements  are  manifest.  They  would 
be  more  useful  to  their  friends  io  times  of  uckness  than  they  can  be  nov,- 
and  instead  of  hired  nurses  being  employed,  there  would  more  commonly 
he  seen  such  examples  of  filial  devotion  and  sisterly  tenderness  as  wonU 
he  an  honour  to  the  race. 

Whatever  he  thought  of  the  practicability  of  Protestant  sisterhoods  in  | 
this  country,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  of  the  faith  and  love  of  him  wbo 
founded  them,  and  of  the  devoted  sisters  ^ho  have  seconded  his  eflbrts. 
They  have  proved  that  the  Church  still  possesses  women  such  as  those 
whom  the  Apostle  Paul  commended  of  old — Phebe,  "a  servant  of  tk 
church,"  "  a  succourer  of  many," — Trypbena  and  Tryphosa,  who  "  laboprei 
in  the  Lord."  J.  C. 


THE  PERFECT  CANDOUR  OF  CHRIST. 

Pekbafs  there  are  no  words  of  our  looked,  or  treated  either  as  if  they  irere 
Saviour  so  often  meditated  upon  in  pri-  mere  expletives,  or  as  if  they  luui  > 
vate,  and  expounded  and  deecanted  meaning  of  far  less  consequence  than  i^i 
upon  in  pubhc,  as  the  following  ; —  grand  sentence  in  the  middle  of  which  . 
"  In  My  Father's  honse  are  many  man-  they  occur.  If  a  preacher  were  to  select 
sions ;  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have  the  intermediate  clause  fi/  it  ictre  nof  I 
told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  sn,  I  would  iiave  told  you)  for  his  teit, 
you."  Nor  is  there  any  wonder  that  the  hearere  would  eiperience  an  imne' 
such  a  graciona  and  joy-inspiring  an-  diate  shock  of  disappointment  that  be 
noDDcement  should  be  everywhere  and  should  have  fixed,  in  stupid  perverseitetB. 
at  all  times  a  favourite  theme  with  saints,  upon  a  very  Bubordinate  and  tame  portion 
Thegeneraletatement— "InMyFather's  of  the  favourite  jiassagel- — it,  indeed, 
house  are  many  mansions,"  and  the  par-  many  of  those  hearers  h^  not  altogetbei 
ticular  assurance — "  I  go  to  prepare  a  forgotten  the  context  of  the  saeclfd 
place  for  you,"  may  well  engage  their  words,  and  were  wondering  in  what  con- 
profoundeat  interest;  yet  we  cannot  but  nection  they  had  been  originally  present- 
marvel  that  the  few  words,  interjected  ed.  A  little  reflection,  however,  will, 
between  those  tno  branches  of  the  an-  we  trust,  convince  our  readers  that  tlie 
at,  should  be  invariably  over-  geuerallyoeglectedclausenotonlyequalB 
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the  BarronDding  atAtements  in  import-  was   not    imtnicted   fiil]y    concet-niiig 

aiix,  but  ftlso  forms  tbe  very  basis  oa  tham  I — aa  he  euooantera  enemies  from 

which  we  must  all  build  our  belief  in  ereir  quarter,  that  he  was  not  warned 

those  BlatementB.     The  clauae  inrolves  a  emrAfttically  of  eyery  one  oi  them  I — and 

piiocifJe  all-important  in  ita  immediate  as  he  is  pien«d  through  with  many  sor- 

application,  and  in  its  capability  irf  being  tows,  that  a  aiagle  thorn  was  tudden 

applied  to  every  reTolation  either  made  from  his  gaze.     He  should  not  "  esteem 

or  left  unmade,  and  to  every  word  spoken  it  a  strange  thing"  that  he  must  nnder-- 

or  left  unspoken  by  "Jesus  Christ,  the  go  any  of  those  evils,  since  all  of  them 

true  and  faithful  witnera."     We  mean,  were  distinctly  set  before  him   hy  tbe 

b  this  short  paper,  to  separate  the  words  Master  at  the  verj'  beginning.    What  a 

—"If  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  com^sehensira  table  of  painful /iaty  for 

you," — from  their  interesting  connection,  him,  in  tbe  firet  command  of  Christ, — 

in  order  that  they  may  suggest  and  illuS'  ' '  He  must  deny  himself  1 "     The  denres. 

Irate  as  interesting  a  principle — the  per-  Joys,  and  hope, — yea,  the  very  life,  of 

feet  and  most  condescending  candour  oi  "the  natural  man"  be  most  ever  con- 

the  Saviour.     He  will  make  no  disaiplee  tinne  to  extinguish  I  and  is  this  to  be 

bj- guile; — He  wilt  allure  none  into  His  done  eauly  or  pleasantly?      But  the 

service  1^  concealing  any  of  the  diffi-  Saviour  not  only  enjoins  upon  each  dis- 

calties,  or  by  exaggerating  any  of  the  ciple  self-denial — He  not  only  t«lls  him 

tetania.    He  has  not  thrown  into  shade  of  "fightings  within," — what  is  sptritnal 

the  trials  and  agonies  of  discipleship  in  warring  with  what  is  carnal ;    but  He 

this  life,  but  brought  them  out  openly  also  bids  him  expect  constant  persecution 

and  prominently  in  formidable  array,  from  the  world  and  Saten;  and  sum- 

"  I  t«U  you  these  things  before  they  come  moos  him  to  "wrestle,  not  m»dy  witi 

(o  pass."    He  has  not  heightened  the  flesh  and  blood,  but  with  prtucipalitiei. 

ultimate  advantages  and  triumphs  of  andpowers."  The  "seed  of  the  woman." 

faipleship.     "  If  it  were  not  so,  I  would  — including  all  the  ffuthf  ill,  along  with 

luTe  told  you."     Had  ther*  been  any-  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  their  Faith, 

Hmg  to  impair  or  connterbalance  the  — and  the  "  f^  of  the  serpent,"— in- 

elory  promiaed, — had  there  been  a  dark  eluding  the  devil  and  all  his  angels,  along 

«  veil  as  a  bright  side  in  the  Christian's  with  all  wicked  men, — must  for  ever  be 

inmortality,  and  if  there  had  been  any  opposeil  to  each  other ;  and  the  heel  of 

lUowance  or  reduction  to  be  made, — the  the  blessed  seed  will  always  be  bruised, 

iCaateTHimaelfwouldfaave  left  tbe  draw-  so  as  to  make  tbe  pilgrimage  of  every 

imh  clear  to  every  eye,  tliough  it  would  aaint  hard  and  sore. 

have  been  human  pohcy  for  Jesus,  in  Christ  allures  as  with  nothing  in  this 

callin?  men  to  be  IDs  followers,  to  con-  life  more  pleasant  than  tribulation ;  and 

caH  the  dangers,  difficulties,  and  mor-  He  invitee  us  to  nothing  more  easy  here 

tificatiana  they  were  sure  to  undergo,  than  to  take  np  His  croes,  and  b^  its 

>ai  to  give  highly-coloured  representa-  shame.     "  The  servant  must  be  aa  his 

Snna  of   the  happy  destiny  awaiting  lord,"  notonlyin  heaven,  batalso  upon 

them  in  the  next  world.  the  earth.     And  what  treatment  did  the 

i'  Christ  has  given  a  frank  statement  eartli  give  our  Lord  ?      The  song  of 

of  the  disgrace,  hardships,  and  eelf-cruci-  angels  over  ita  plains  in  vain  bespoke  its 

Siion  associated  with   discipleahip   on  love  to  the  new-born  Child.     The  mira- 

carth.    From  His  own  lips,  and  from  the  culous  star  in  the  east  gave  forth  a  light 

pen  of  the  holy  men  who  were  moved  underwhichKing  Herod  hoped  to  guide 

b;  His  Spirit,  the  unqualified  and  dls-  hia  murderous  weapon  into  the  infant 

coura^Dg  deflation  has  often  come, —  Saviour's  heart.     His  own  spoUess  in- 

that  all  who  would  follow  Him,  must  nocence^His  own  matchless  benevolence 

take  up  their  cross,  forsaking  all  pleasure  — the  soft  tread  which  He  made  over 

led  ease,  and  preparing  themselves  for  eartli'Bguih,thegentlehftndHBStretehed 

liitter  grief,  and  fierce  and  varied  perse-  out  to  ita  varied  niisery,  and  the  very 

cutLon,    Though  their  peace  with  God  object  of  Hia  mission — the  salvation  of 

had  been  made  and  sealed,  this  covenant  "  all  the  ends  of  the  earth," — instead  of 

would  raise  up  tor  them  here  a  host  of  removing,  only  Jncreaaed  and  confirmed 

eneimM^Thoahouldbe"alwaysforwar."  ita  enmity^,  until,  after  persecuting  Him 

'   ^D  one  can  say,  as  he  meets  with  diffi-  with  foul  insult  and  outrage,  it  put  Him 

<^ties  in  bis  Christian  career,  that  he  to  a  shameful  and  a  cn^  death.    As. 
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'was  the  Lord,  BO  rnngt  be  the  Bervant.  any  other  Itopee  that  are  deluHf  e  dtlier 
The  new  birth,  though  angels  joyfuJly  in  whole  or  in  part.  The  discipdc«  in  all 
aonounce  it,  is  onlj  Doticed  here  witii  i^es  txe,  tit  meD,  more  liable  to  be  im- 
soora.  It  takes  us  to  the  man^,  and  pressed  with  evil  in  the  preset  wodd 
onr  spiritual  life  is  cradled  amidst  hn-  than  with  glory  in  the  next,  as  the  latta, 
Duiiation  andpriTation.  llkrongh  grief,  to  the  carnal  eye,  is  comparotiTelj' remote 
contempt,  and  opposition,  it  taka  to  the  -  and  intongiUe.  But  we  are  not  left  to 
cross.  As  we  grow,  we  become  men  of  any  mere  inference  from  probabiUtiee,  u 
Borrows ;  and  at  every  Btep  we  prove  our  to  the  candour  of  Christ  extending  to 
relationship  and  likeness,  our  union  and  the  future  rewards,  no  lees  thas  to  the 
conformity  to  the  despised,  rejected,  and  present  sufierings,  of  diecipleehip.  We 
crucified  One.  Yet,  what  saints  tell  as  nave  His  own  pledge,  that  if  there  had 
their  experience,  was  previoudy  and  far  been  anything  to  detract  from  the  gUny, 
more  fully  told  to  themselTBa  by  their  to  interfere  with  the  ioy,  to  sully  the 
Master.  Sxamine  the  history  of  some  purity,  or  to  render  doubtCid  the  sCalsUtj 
poor  disciple,  who,  of  all  men,  and  also  of  the  heavenly  state,  He  Himself  vosM 
of  all  disciples,  was  the  most  miserable ;  have  told  us.  The  Father's  house  tt 
in  hiasingle  pemon, let tbesoiely  tempt'  many  mansions  is  in  no  respect  imapi- 
ed,  the  grievously  afiUcted,  the  con-  ary,  for,  though  "  not  made  with  hai^," 
stantly  pweecuted,  and  the  cru^y  put  it  is  resl  and  ' '  eternal  in  the  heaireDg ; " 
to  deatli,  meet;  let  him  be  a  rare  suf-  otherwise,  Christ  Himself  would  have 
ferer  in  body  and  in  mind — familiar  with  disfdpated  every  part  that  was  ^thw  ui 
everydiseaee,  every  torture,  every  wrong,  air-built  or  a  temporary  fabric.  Ohnst'i 
and  every  grief— having  enemies  who  promises  of  the  saint's  glorious  inhwit- 
stand  in  the  dcareet  bonds  to  him,  cursed  ance  are  "all  yea  and  amen" — they 
by  the  lipB  of  love,  and  then  tempted  by  stand  nnimpeached ;  and  yet,  had  thej 
the  devil  to  renounce  Christ,  that  again  been  in  the  least  extravagant,  Chrst 
he  might  hoar  the  soft  accents  which  would  have  said  so.  He  is  pledged  to 
once  came  from  those  lips — baniahed  beet«w  "eternal  life" — a  gift  whidi 
from  home,  the  very  fires  of  its  sacred  comprehends  full  and  final  victory  ovk 
hearth  raging  against  him,  and  then  past  enemies,  trouUes,  and  impwfectknu 
tempted  by  the  devil  to  abjure  Christ  — p^ect  joy  and.purity  both  in  charae- 
that  he  might  once  more  sit  down  in  ter  and  state— and  that  for  ever.  Ifone 
peace  within  his  own  family — and  finally,  hope  concfflning  his  destiny  vrere  lo 
put  to  death  by  the  hand  of  a  father  or  be  dieappdnted,  if  one  expectation  wen 
«  son,  whilst  up  to  the  last  moment  he  to  be  ucsatiBfied, — nay,  if  all  hopes  were 
was  tempted  to  forswear  his  Christianity,  not  to  be  found  unspeakably  weak  and 
that  tlins  he  might  live  to  old  age,  and  poor  compared  with  the  fruition,  and  all 
have  that  sou  bending  in  manly  grief  expectations  to  fall  far  short  of  die  lea)- 
over  his  easy  death-bed  I  let  life  and  ization,  tbe  Christian  would  hare  been 
death,  men  and  devils,  turn  upon  him  plainly  told.  No  eye  hath  seen,  no  eu 
all  their  hostility,  and  let  loose  all  their  hath  heard,  no  h^rt  hath  concdved, 
devouring  fury ;  yet  he  has  not  Buffered  what  Ood  has  prepared  for  His  peqde ; 
anything  which  had  not  been  announced  but  if  any  limit  M  impwfection  in  the 
to  him  with  the  moat  vivid  emphasis  by  destiny  had  been  poesible,  Christ  wocld 
his  Lord, — nay,  even  in  such  a  Christian  have  uiown  it  to  every  eye.  He  woeld 
career,  the  experience  was  far  more  than  have  sounded  it  in  every  ear,  and  Be 
covered  by  the  clear  prediction.  would  have  brought  it  vividly  before 
Does  not  this  candour,  which  neither  every  heart.  "  I  would  have  lold  you 
cojieeals  nor  diminishes  the  hardahips  of  it."  That  eye — in  vain,  for  the  pre- 
and  dangers  of  disctpleehip,  afford  a  sent,  seeking  glimpses  of  the  futnre 
Strong  presumption  that  there  will  be  a  grandeur — shall,  when  purged,  see  no- 
umil^candour  in  reference  to  the  future  thing  but  beauty,  fairness,  and  glorf; 
rewards  of  discipleehip?  He  who  tells  that  ear— now  strained  io  no  purpose,  W 
all  the  diaadvantagee  is  tiot  likely  to  ex-  take  in  some  echo  of  the  lar-distsnt 
aggerate  the  bleasedness  of  Hie  service,  melody — shall,  when  brought  close,  be 
He  who,  without  hesitation,  completely  ravished,  and  hear  no  disMrd,  nor  so; 
destroyed  all  the  false  and  worldly  ex-  wail  or  sob  of  grief ;  and  that  heart, 
pectations  of  grandeur  cherished  by  His  which,  with  all  its  high  imaginings,  can- 
first  followers,  will  refrain  from  exciting  not  now  conceive  of  the  future  blessed- 
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B»B,  shall  then  be  filled  and  dilated  with  roiee  Bis  threateningg  agaioBttiiehTpo- 

iCg  pnie  ftnd  ew-iiew  ecstasj.     "  If  it  critical,  the  impenitent,  and  the  onbe- 

wae  not  bo,  I  vould  have  told  yon."  lierins,  is  a  more  awful  speotacle  than 

"  Wliat  T  do,  thoD  knoweiit  not  now,  but  ihe    Lawgiver    descending    upon,   and 

tboD  diBlt  kiiow  hereafter ; "  yet  if  what  thundering  from  Sinai ;  and  there  will 

Ghriat  is  doing  for  His  people  had  come  be  no  lets  fulness  and  certainty  in  the 

abort  either  of  perfect  grace  or  of  perfect  threateninga  than  in  the  promiseH.     If 

gkity,  He  HinueU  woim  have  eipUoitly  punishment  in  the  next  life  were  to  come 

nid  BO.  to  an  eod,  or  to  be  capable  of  alleviation 

Christ  does  not  apeak  definitely  of  the  — "  I-would  have  told  you."    Had  there 

glorr  and  felicity  of  heaven;  but  this  beenanyreeidueof  mercy  after  death,  we 

sJDgle  asaniBJUie — ''If  it  were  not  so,  I  should  have  known  this  at  once  from  Him 

Tould  have  told  you" — praclodeB  every  who  hatii  the  keys  of  tiie  iniiBible  wwld. 

poeaible  drawback.      As   He   concealed  His  significant  silence  ssala  the  doom  of 

none  of  the  miearies  and  hazMtls  which  tJie  unbeUeving,  aod  the  impossibility  of 

eveiywhere  beset  uh  in  this  life — so,  if  their  esci^.     The  fact  that  boio  Chriet 

there  had  been  a  thorn  in  our  path  confines  the  day  of  grace  to  tlie  mortal 

Uirongh  eternity,  of  a  grief  to  seize  \xpoa  span  of  existence,  is  a  gaarantee  that 

ear  enlarged   and   elevated  nature.  He  "  whan  death  leaves  us,  jitdgment "  and 

vonld  have  been  equally  candid.  every  atage  of  eternity  "  will  find  us." 

Tet,  from  the  same  lipe  whence  the  His  giving  now  no  hope  to  Ihom  who 

most  ^orioiis  promisee  and  their  infal-  may  die  in  unbelief,  proves  that  ttiere 

UUe  pledge  have  proceeded,  there  hare  is  none,  aud  shall  be  none — otherwise, 

sIbo  iBsaed  terrific  curses.  Jeens,  on  the  He  "  would  have  told  "  it  to  tbe  whole 

Uount  of  Beatitudes,  uttmng  with  calm  vorld. 


AGED  MOneTEBS'  FUND. 


Mb  Editob, — I  am  at  a  lose  about  this  gregation — two  parties  that  were  never, 

fund.  Nobody  can  question  its  propriety,  I  submit,  intended  by  the  subscribers  or 

even  if  it  were  ten  times  larger.     Nor  the  managers  of  that  special  fund,  to 

Itave  I  the  least  doubt  or  suspicion  about  draw  a  single  farthing  from  it.     I  liave 

its  due  management  and  distribution  by  had  brousht  under  my  notice  some  cases 

the  pwiies  that  have  been  entrusted  by  that  are  literally  and  fully  represented 

our  Synod  with  the  duty  of  eiamining  inthefollowingstatement :  Several  years 

into  aud  deciding  upon  the  various  claims  before  the  institution  of  the  fund,  a  con- 

fwivanccd.    All  these  points  are  clear  and  gregation   had  two  pastore— a  veteran 

satisfactory  enough ;  and  1  should  pity  and  a  junior  colleague.    Their  respective 

the  man  who  is  staggered  by  any  one  of  stipends  were  fixed,  and  for  years  con- 

th^n.    But  I  am  in  great  perplexity  aa  tinned  to  be  paid,  as  the  congregation 

t»  the  proper  recimente  of  the  bonnty.  was  more  than  able  to  do.     Soon  as  ihe 

I  know,  indeed,  that  "  infirm  and  aged  "  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fend"  was 

niioiatos"  are  the  parties  designated;  established  and  in  operation,  an  aUow- 

&nd  I  believe  also  that  these  regularly  ance,  I  think,  of  L.5(l  per  annum  was 

receive  the  money  from  the  distributing  granted  to  that  veteran.     But  what  was 

eomiuittee.     Still,   as   I   can   prove   in  the  consequence  ?     Was   that   sun,   as 

several  cases,  this  is  only  a  surface  and  might  have  been  imagined,  a  bond  fde 

M  OBteasible  arrangement ;  whilst,  actu-  supplement   to  his  stipend  ?     No  :   the 

i^y,  the  whole,  or  a  large  portion  qf  the  congr^^tion,   tltough   wanting  a  plea 

UDQal  grant  from  the  fund,  is  pnt  either  both  of  right  and  of  necessity,  abstracted 

into  thepocket  of  the  junior  and  assistant  L.20  from  that  stipend,  and  divided  the 

nnnistw,  or  into  the  treasury  of  the  con-  ^loil  be(we«n  itself  and  tbe  junior  pastor. 
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Hkere  are  Bpedal  fonds  for  behnng  pwv 
coDsi^gatioiiB  and  for  Hiippienieiiting 
bhulU  stipends ;  but  these  funds  are 
totoU;  independent  of  the  one  for  aasist- 
ing  "  agedr  and  infirm  minieteTB."  I 
maintain  tb&t,  in  the  caMs  represented 
by  the  one  I  have  detailed,  congregations 
and  junior  ministers  have  appropriated 
nearly  half  of  the  ^owance  made  to 
Teteran  nuniBt«re  by  the  fund  ostensibly 
gathered  for  and  distributed  to  the  aged 
mioiBters  alone.  I  can  fancy  instances 
in  which,  from  the  sudden  descent  of 
signal  adversity,  a  congregation  finds  its 
treasury  comparatively  empty,  and  its 
resources  largely  cut  (^,  so  that,  on  see- 
ing that  the  whole  amount  it  can  raise 
for  the  stipends  of  the  aged  and  of  the 
assistant  minister  is  far  below  what  was 
promised,  it  takes  into  consideration 
any  other  means  which  the  agwl  mi- 
nistet  may  hare  of  supporting  himself, 
whether  from  tie  fond  m  question  or  any 
private  source,  and  deducts  from  his 
stipend  accordingly.  But  none  of  the 
cases  which  I  have  in  view  come  under 
this  category,  or  are  susceptible  of  any 
ot^er  explanation  than  that  the  fund  for 
a^ed  and  infirm  ministers  is  an  utter 
misnomer,  since  both  the  junior  col- 
leagues and  the  congr^ation  dire  into 
that  fund  along  with  the  veteran  pastors. 
Either  we  have  the  perversion  of  a  fund, 
or  a  false  designation  of  its  recipients  ; 


and  it  is  high  time  that  the  error  shouid 

be  rectified.  It  has  l>een  too  often  the 
merited  reproach  of  diseeating  congre- 
gations, that  old  ministeis,  who  ^tc 
given  them  a  half  century  of  undivided, 
intense,  and  eminent  labour  for  thdr 
spirituBJ  good,  are  neglected  and  left  to 
starve.  Is  it  not,  Mr  Editor,  really  too 
bad  that  a  fund,  expressly  designed  for 
the  averting  or  mitigating  of  such  an 
issue,  should  be  diverted  from  its  legiti- 
mate course  ? ,  It  may  be  doubted  if  that 
fund  would  ever  have  been  established, 
had  the  suhecribera  known  that  other 
parties  besides  old  and  worn-out  roinis- 
1«i8  were  to  share  in  its  benefits. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  I  should  state  that,  per- 
Bonally,  I  have  no  interest,  past,  present, 
or  future,  direct  or  indirect,  in  this  mat- 
ter. But  I  have  seen  some  cases,  and  1 
have  heard  of  many  more,  such  as  I  have 
detailed ;  and  are  they  not  gross  vio- 
lations of  the  fund's  designs?  ItEtrikes 
me  that  it  is  now  neccasary  that  tlie 
Fund  Committee,  before  voting  any  al- 
lowance, should  ascertain  exactly  who  is 
to  be  benefited  by  it,  and  receive  a 
guarantee  that  the  congregation  Je  not 
to  throw  itself  upon  its  help.  Since  the 
fund  was  origioated,  few  of  our  aged 
ministers,  though  receiving  handsoioe 
supplements  from  it,  have  been  better 
drcumetanced  than  before. — I  am.  Sir, 
A.  W. 


METHOD  OF  VOTING. 


Sir, — As  the  Synod,  at  its  last  meeting, 

remitted  again  the  question,  "  How  the     __.    _ 

vote  should  be  taken,"  to  Preebyteriee  taking  a  vote, 
and  Sessions,  I  beg  to  trouble  you  with 
the  following  communication.  It  ii 
simply  intended  as  a  contribution  t< 
anist  the  brethren  in  coming  to  an  en- 
lightened deliverance  upon  the  matter.— 
1  remain,  yours,  etc., 

A.  L.  W. 

WlOTON,  Jvlg  1861. 


be  carried  into  practice  in  two  ways,  eo 
that  there  are  four  poeeible  ways  of 


Wheh  a  vote  is  taken  on  several  motions 
in  a  numerous  assembly,  there  are  two 
principles  of  procedure  open  to  adoption ; 
— First,  the  motions  may  be  put  in  pairs 
against  each  other ;  or,  secondly,  they 
may  be  put  one  by  one,  to  find  how 
manjr  voters  support  each  motion  re- 
spectively.   Both  of  these  principles  may 


Let  there  be  three  motions  or  caoi- 
dates.  A,  B,  C  ;  each  of  them  may  be 
put  in  succession  to  the  assembly,  and 
the  decision  declared  in  favour  d  the 
one  which  has  the  most  numerous  sup- 
porters. This  mode  is  eridentiy  accu- 
rate, when  one  of  three  candidates  hu 
a  majority  over  both  the  others  taken 
together.  Thus,  if  A  has  60  votes,  whil« 
B  and  C  have  only  40  between  them, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  A  is  justly 
elected.  Here  the  total  number  of  voten 
is  supposed  to  be  100;  andallonrfutun 
examples  will  be  given  on  the  same  sup- 
poeitiou. 
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If  the  regnlt  of  the  vote  be  that  A  bu  as  tbia  third  method  provides.     For,  let 

40,  B  3C,  a&d  C  26,  to  oome  to  an  im-  A  and  B  be  put  up  ftgainat  each  otW, 

mediate  decimon  ^t  A  has  been  fairly  and  euppoee  tiist  A  hak  40  votes,  and  B 

cbiMen  JB  obvioQalj'  premature,  and  maj  60,  the  caao  will  then  stand  thus : — - 

often  be  nroneona.   The  26  peiBona  who  A  has  20  less  than  B,  and  20  more  tban 

rapport  C  have  a  right  to  aav,  We  do  C ;  B  has  20  more  than  A,  and  10  less 

indeed  prrfer  C  to  either  A  or  B ;  but  if  than  C  ;  C  has  10  more  than  B,  and  20 

C  does  not  succeed,  we  onght  to  have  a  less  than  A,     B  ahouM  be  declared  suc- 

cboice  between  A  and  B,  and  we  prefer  ceeaful,  for  his  majority  over  A  is  gTeat«r 

B  to  A,    Hence  B,  when  supported  boUi  than  C's  majority  over  him ;  while  A's 

bf  his  own  friends  and  those  of  C,  has  a  majority  over  C  is  only  equal   to  B'a 

luge  majority  over  A.     To  give  the  majority  over  A,  and  C's  majority  over 

time  to  A  in  aoeh  a  case  were  palpable  B  ia  lees  than  A'h  majority  ever  C. 

injiutice  both  to  elie  C4nutitaency  and  to  This  third  method,  therefore,  in  tn- 

the  ctodidate  B.  valid ;  nor  can  the  error  be  always  im- 

Every  one  perceives  how  easy  it  is  to  vented,  by  changing  the  order  in  which 

mtdtiply  instancee  in  which  such  uiide-  the  motions  are  put  to  the  TOt«,  BO  long 

niftbla  imfaimesB  may  occur.    Thia  iuB'  as  each  motion  is  not  put  against  eveiy 

tiiod  must,  therefore,  be  rejected.  other  motion. 

II.  IV^. 

The  second  miethod  proceeds  at  first  The  fourtli  method  is  that  in  which 

eiactly  as  the  former ;   but,  instead  of  each  motion  is  put  against  every  other 

deciding  at  once  in  favour  of  the  candi-  motion.     The  example  which  has  been 

date  la  motion  at  the  head  of  the  poll,  just  adduced  may  be  exhibited   in  a 

strilea  off  the  one  that  stands  lowest,  tabular  form,  thus : — 

and  takes  the  rote  again.     Let  us  look  ABC 

once  more  at  the  example  already  ad-  40             GO 

dnced,  in  which  A  haa  40  votes,  B  35,  8"              —              6S 

Md  C  25,     If  C  were  to  be  finally  re-  ^ll        "  J^           ^ 

JMled,   simply   because   he   has   fewest  h^q            ^qj              95 

independent  supporters,  his  friends  have  _                                                  , 

»vdid  claim  to  urge,  for,  if  the  36  By  summing,  we  find  that  B  stands  fim, 

wiio  support  B  realfr  prefer  C  to  A,  A  second,  and  C  third, 

then  C  ou^t  to  get  the  appointment.  ^''^  *»™fi  '^'"''  "^^T  »  reached  in 

TWamethod,  then,  must  also  be  set  aside.  »i"'*tf*  way— namely,  by   each  voter 

However  tew  might  be  found  voting  for  dechiring,  orally  or  in  writing,  the  order 

C  when  put  up  alone,  yet,  if  a  large  ""  *'"'^  ''*'  prefers  the  candidates  or 

portionofA's  friends  were  prepared  to  "potions.    When  the  votes  are  coUected, 

mpport  C  against  B,  and  a  Iwge  portion  ^^  result  may  be  exhibited  in  such  a 

of  B's  friends  equally  prepared  to  sup-  **''^  ■*  *^«  following  :— 

port  G  against  A,  there  might  not  be  A>       A.'i        B)        B>        C)      C> 

the  Bhadow  of  a  doubt  that  C  was  really  BMO  C^30  aJ-20  cJ-15  aU  B^25 

the  object  of  preference  to  the  conati-  '^>       ^>        '^J       ^J        ^f      ^> 

'^e&ey-  This,  again,  will  have  to  be  resolved 

The  second  |>rinciple  on  which  a  vote     thus : 

may  be  taken  is  that  of  putting  the  mu~  ABC 

tions  in  pairs  acalnst  each  otho'.  ^o  be  Firat,       40           86          26 

'  .   Saoond,    20            86            46 

III.  Third,       40            SO            80 

Let  there  be  three  motions  or  candi-  The  relattre  values  of  first,  second, 

dates,  as  before.  A,  B,  C  ;  two  of  these  and  third  votes  may  be  assumed  to  be 

are  put  up  against  each  other;  the  one  inversely,  as  1,  2,  3,  etc.    For,  suppose 

in  the  minority  is  finally  rejected,  and  a  there  are  two  candidates  only,  and  tliat 

decisive  vote  taken  between  the  remain-  69  vote  for  A  and  31  for  B,  the  majority 

ing  two.     Let  B  and  C  be  first  put  up,  for  A  is  38.     The  result  is  the  same,  if 

and  suppose  B  has  45  votes,  and  C  65.  we  say  that  69  voted  for  A  to  be  first, 

Then  A  and  C  will  be  put  up ;  and  let  and  31  for  A  to  be  second ;  and  31  for 

A  have  60  and  C  40  votes.    It  would  be  B  to  be  first,  and  69  for  B  to  be  second ; 

unfair  to  decide  thiscase  in  favour  of  A,  and  reckon  thus: — 


THE  GLEANER. 


'^  181X1=  S 


Then  169— 131  =  88. 


S5X-B  =  ll)fi 

85X2=  70 
80X1=  30 


a5XB  =  7« 

*fl  X  2  =  90 
30X1  =  39 


M  before,  B  Btandfl  highest,  A  in  the 
second  place,  aod  C  in  the  third. 

Thia  plan  is  evidently  applicable  in  a 
practical  manner  to  any  number  of  elec- 
tors and  auy  number  of  motions. 

If  any  elector  vote  only  fot  one  candi- 


date, titat  caBdidat«  has  therebyabeUa 
chance  of  euccew ;  but  if  that  candjdali 
be  unsaocesaful,  gnoh  dector  has  Iwl  Ui 
vote  as  between  the  other  caodidMea. 

No  method  c^ii  be  devjaed  to  prevent 
abuae  on  the  part  of  the  voters.  Ibi 
iqethod  is  perfect  which,  when  fsjilj 
<iEed,  leads  to  a  true  reeult. 

The  difficulty  which  the  preceding  a 
marks  ai«  intended  to  obviate  oi  o(t^ 
come  may  be  entirely  avoided  by  reeolTiBg 
that  DO  candidate  shall  be  elected,  or 
motion  ad(q)ted,  unices  he  or  it  be  nip' 
ported  by  a  majority  (rf  the  voters.  Tbi 
plan  might  be  aately  followed  by  coBgre 
gations  in  electing  their  miniaters ;  r"™ 


€^i  4@haBtr. 


I 


Henbi  Anons  wag  bom  on  the  ISth 
October  IT94,  in  the  town  of  Inverkeith- 
in)(,  in  the  western  diatrict  of  Fifeshire. 
Hia  natire  town  ie  built  npon  an  eminence 
overiooking  one  of  the  loveliest  bayi  of  the 
Firth  of  Forth,  and  commanding  ezwnsive 
prospects  both  towards  the  east  and  to-  ' 
wards  the  west.  It  may  he  reached  from 
Edinburgh  either  by  Qneensferry,  being 
about  Iwa  miles  distant  from  the  little  vil- 
lage of  North  Queeneferry,  or  by  Bnraiig- 
land,  from  which  the  road,  of  about  levea 
miles  ia  length,  leads  westward  along  the 
shore  by  Aberdonr,  and  opens  up  succes- 
sive views,  unrivalled  for  peaceful  beauty, 
of  the  noble  estuary  with  its  ielands  and 
its  bays.  The  loivn  itself  is  bnilt  very 
Diuch  after  the  fashion  of  other  towns  of 
I  the  same  age  and  character.  Its  priocipal 
street  is  tolerably  regular  and  open,  pos- 
sessing some  houses  of  quaint  and  interest- 
ing architecture;  while  the  remainder  of 
the  town  descends  by  steep  and  Bairow 
declivities  to  the  harbour.  With  its  air  of 
antiquity — for  it  is  a  lioyal  Burgh — its 
houses  covered,  now  with  red  tiles,  and 
now  with  grey  mossy  elates,  and  its  gar- 
dens eloping  downwards  lo  the  bay,  it 
presents  from  a  distance  an  appearance 
eminently  picturesque.  Tbe  country  ronnd 
it  is  exceedingly  beautiful  and  fertile,  pre- 
senting to  the  eye  a  succession  of  rich 
meadows,  well  cultirateil  farm*,  wealth  of 
indostiy,  patches  of  veperable  trera.  To- 
wards the  south  you  look  across  the  Forth 
to  Edinburgh;   while,  by  aecendiog  the 


eminence  on  &e  nonh,  tbe  %j*  u  vnOti  ■ 
by  tbe  town  of  Dunlermline,  four  milo  . 
disUnt,  with  the  pile  of  its  ancient  akb«;, 
and  tbe  hoary  ruins  of  its  palace.  It  vu 
amongst  these  scenes  that  bis  childbwd 
and  yontb  were  spent,  and  they  donbllen 
helped  to  kindle  in  him  that  ardent  lo" 
of  nature  which  never  left  him.  At  lb* 
time  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  vn 
bom,  Inverkeithing  was  a  place  of  am- 
siderable  political  importance.  Thegrai 
road  from  Edinburgh  to  the  north  pissci 
through  it,  and,  before  railnayi  iiti 
diverted  the  trafSo  in  other  directioi!) 
every  day  brought  lis  welL-ledea  and  veil- 
appointed  Mail  and  Defiance  coacbei 
But  the  coach-hom  sounds  no  more.  Tbe 
bargh  has  participated  in  tbe  changes  t! 
the  last  fihy  years,  without  being  direcll? 
benefited  hy  them.  It  has  been  Iw 
hitherto  ant  of  the  railway  net- work,  an  J 
has  sunk  in  a  great  measure  into  dalMii 
and  decay.  At  the  time  when  Huirj 
Angas  was  a  boy,  tbe  fruicb  Bevolatiiiii, 
tbe  accounts  of  tbe  Beign  of  Terror,  aD<i' 
subsequently,  the  dread  of  Napoleon  and 
the  threat  of  invasion,  together  with  tbe 
excitements  of  politics  at  homc,-'all  tben 
things  imparted  to  the  common  bfe  of 
tfaose  Boyal  Burghs  a  coneiderable  de([ne 
of  animation,  and  commnnicated  to  it  im- 
pressions peculiar  to  itself.  Thenewio' 
a  great  victory,  the  arrival  of  a  nninlierof 
French  prisoners,  the  Yeomanry  drill,  lie 
masteringa  of  Volunteers,  the  wild  fwlivi- 
ties  of  King  George's  birth-day,  Ihsyesr" 
of  scarcity,  the  contested  eleclioBS,  nt^ 
theirviolent  party  strifes  and  other  ucDm- 
panimenta,  were  the  principal  iaflienMi 
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vbidi  from  time  to  time  bniks  in  upon  Nam  batng  wrhten  «o  boldly,  ■■  i*e  havs 

ihe  qniet  moDOtoii;  of  pUcei  ihat  out,  ai  aeen,  in  haniBii  life  aoA  nur&ls,  we  need 

InTcrkeiihing  wu,  from  tbe  graM  world,  not  wonder  if  evea  vet  more  boldlj  it  is 

On  all  these  tbicga — for  ihoy  seem  to  tiHTe  written  in  the  gospel  of  human  salTMion. 

photographed  themselves  in  bit  memory —  Alas,  what  eticonrMgejoent  coald  we  have 

lie  was  wont  familiarly  to  dwell ;  he  had  derived  looking  at  it  a»  it  is  written  in  the 

tninja  spirited  picture  to  paint,  and  many  fortner,  if  we  had  not  also  read  it  as  it  is 

a  famnoroQS  anecdote  to  tell,  calling  up  written  in  the  latter.     Now  ours,  but  only 

laoat  vividly  a  life,  manners,  and  associa-  to  be  squandered— God's,  but  only  to  be 

lions  which  bare  now  almost  entirely  di a-  answered  for  in  a  judginent  of  terrible 

appeared.    Inverkeithing  has  also  an  in-  righteoueness  and  inevitable  condemnation 

teresting  historical  fact  connected  wilh  it,  — the  borne  of  happiness,  but  never  to  haC' 

worthy  of  being  recalled  in  the  memoir  of  boar  its  proper  guest. — the  kngt  of  strength, 

a  Secession  Minister.    It  was  there  tbat  but  only  to  bind  us  tbe  faster  to  our  sin 

a  forced  settlement  was  attempted  in  tbe  and  misery.    But  I  can  turn  now  to  the 

Established  Church,  CDnlrarj  to  tbe  wishes  youth,   and   tell  him,  you   may  redeem 

of  the  people,  in   the  year  IT  S3,  ivhich  note,  if  70U  will,  almost  a  whole  life  from 

Gillespie  and  other  members  of  the  Dun-  vanity— to  the  man,  and  tell  him,  your 

brmline  Presbytery  refused  to  carry  out,  health  and  strength  need  not  all  be  pros- 

and  thus  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Relief  tituled  to  the  eervice  of  sin  and  the  eam- 

Chnrch.     Before  this  time,  however,  as  ing  of  its  wages,  unless  yon  are  resolved 

might  have  been  expected  from  its  prox-  they  shall  be  so — to  the  oldest  among  yon, 

imity  to  Duafermline  and  Stirling,  where  and  tell  bim,  that  his  heart  may  still,  if  he 

Balph  and   Ebenezer  Krakino   preached,  cbooies,  have  the  sap  of  joy,  and  his  head 

the  Secession  had  fonnd  a  firm  footing  the  crown  of  righteousness— to  the  chief 

in  Inverkeithing,  which  it  has  ever  since  of  sinners,  he  may  yet  be  a  child  of  Ood 

maintained.  It  was  to  the  Secession  Church  and  an  heir  of  glory ;  "  For,"  that  "  behold 

ihittheparentsof  Henry  Angus  belonged,  now  is  tbe  accepted  time,  heboid  now  is 

Wngboth  members  of  the  Burgher  Con-  tbe  day  of  salvation."  Amen. — Sermons  iy 

gregation  there,  which  then  enjoyed  the  the  latt  Bev.  Htnry  Angui. 

ministrations  of  Eben€ier  Brown. — Me-_  

•*./B,v.BmniAi^.  -m,  ruaama  ta  tLuui. 

Ws  may  consider  the  purposes  and  le«- 
■  sons  of  the  translation  of  Elijah:—!.  Ai 
Noa  it  ''the  accepted  time  and  tSe  day  of  thty  rtsptct  hmself.  His  work  was  done. 
laliiatioa."  This  is  what  the  apostle  baa  The  programme  of  his  life,  BS  Ood  had 
laid  here  expressly  about  nom — meaning  laid  it  down  to  him  on  Mount  Horeb,  was 
tbal  God's  embassy  of  grace  and  salvation  now  filled  up ;  and  what  for  him,  there- 
is  now  coming  to  us,  and  that  now  is  the  fore,  should  there  now  remain  bnt  his  re- 
time for  our  accepting  it.  The  most  moval?  The  rage  of  persecutors  might 
veigbty  thing  that  can  be  said  about  now.  have  agtiln  awaked  against  him.  Hide 
Now  it  is  BO  cerfai'nfy— there  would  be  no  him  now,  O  God,  ia  Thiiie  immediate 
ROipel  for  us  else— "To  him  that  is  joined  pavilion  I  Take  Mm  out  of  the  world, 
unto  ti\  the  living  there  ia  hope."  And  that  he  may  thus  he  more  effectually  kept 
now  it  is  so  in  a  great  sense  on/y.  For,  from  the  evil  thereof  t  But  all  this  does 
besides  that,  among  Ihe  living  to  whom  not  seem  to  give  us  a  sufficient  reason  for 
Ibere  is  hope,  we  may  cease  immediately  his  removal  to  heaven  in  this  particular 
to  be;  and  besides  that,  should  it  be  other-  way.  It  must  have  been  meant  for  the 
"isa  with  us,  still  the  gracioas  overtures  putting  of  a  singular  honour  on  the  man, 
^11  not  come  to  ua  in  circamstances  so  for  bis  singnlar  services ;  and  to  make  him, 
fiVDurable  in  any  future  noin  as  they  are  to  all  tbe  ages  that  were  to  come,  an  in- 
doing  in  this  instant  one;  besides  all  this,  stance,  memorable  and  iDfluenlial,  that 
■■^  "  lever  made  by  God  but  as  now,  those  who  honour  God,  God  will  honour, 
r  accepted  by  us  but  j  ust  as  they  Where  ia  Ahab  now,  with  all  his  pride 
-o  nuu  OS  we  are  now.  Postponement  of  and  luxury  ?  Dead,  and  designated  with 
ibe  reception  of  them  is  simplj  the  rejec-  the  seed  of  evil-doers,  who  shall  never  be 
tion  of  them.  "  Yield  " — "  Be  ye  recon-  renowned  1  His  chariot,  filled  wilh  bis 
cibd  to  God,"  that  is,  and  never  will  hut  hlood,  had  borne  him,  a  dying  man,  ont 
he,  however  long  we  may  live  in  unbelief,  of  the  field  of  his  last  buttle — last  and  lost. 
tbe  word.  You  eee,  then,  how  this  feature  And  where  is  Jeaebel  now,  with  all  her 
of  the  gospel  embassy  —  its  immediate  paint  and  harlotry?  Gone,  literally,  to 
iirgency— harmoniaes  with  all  we  have  re-  the  does  1  But  now  is  the  hour  of  Elijah's 
marked  already  of  the  position,  t|)e  privi-  triumph.  Now  ha  hath  "dominion"  over 
leges,  and  tbe  responsibility  of  mankind,  them,  and  all  their  craft  and  craelty.    He 
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tuua  not  deatb.  He  ridei  to  bearen  io 
the  royal  equiptge.  Hake  vtj,  maka 
-we;,  ;e  celestial  circles  I  Take  him  to 
tb;  boaom,  Abraham  I  Pot  him  chief 
Among  tbj  piincet,  Hotwl  Qive  him  th; 
pecniiu  w^come,  EaochI    Take  him  bj 


tbe  human  band,  thon  old  immortal.  Bring 
thy  brother  to  the  king  t  Well  dene,  good 
and  faithful  Mtvant;  enter  thon  into  tha 
j^  of  thy  Lordt — iSn'aunu  iy  tkt  lalaJiai. 


jintitts  nf  Mm 
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Tbb  Lifi  iBD  Lbttbhs  of  Mne  Ekilt  C. 
Jdsboh.    By  A.  C.  Kbhsbick. 

Edinburgh :  T.  Nclxm  imd  Sana 
Taa  life  of  Mn  Emily  C.  Jadton  might 
form  the  lul^ect  of  a  lomimce.  -  Jt  baa  all 
the  elemenlB  of  interest  wbicb  the  most 
faatidiona  novel  reader  could  desire.  Poor, 
and  a  woman,  Mrs  Jadson  struggled  ap  to 
tbe  vei7  bigbeet  pinnacle  of  literary  re- 
noim  j  ajid  White  she  had  yet  icBrcely 
realized  the  proud  position  which  her 
talents  and  bei  efforts  had  won  for  her,  at 
the  bidding  of  her  sweet  womanly  nature, 
and  her  large  Christian  lore,  ehe  gracefully 
forsook  the  luxocies  and  amenities  of  one 
of  the  most  reSned  cities  of  Christendom 
for  the  rudenesses  and  hardships  ot  a 
heathen  barbarism.  Nor  does  Che  interest 
of  Mrs  Jndson's  life  pause  here  In  the 
gorgeotu  Eutera  land  to  which  she  was  so 
suddenly  transplanted,  she  found  mucb 
alike  to  (onch  her  artistic  sensibilities  and 
to  move-ber  womanly  heart. 

Nature,  everywhere  liberal,  is  here  larisb, 
and  flinging  abroad  with  open  band  msg- 
nificenl  forms  and  splendid  coloors,  which 
completely  put  to  shame  tbe  pale  products 
of  the  North;  she,  nevertheless,  confesses 
here,  as  elsewhere,  her  utter  iaability  to 
elevate,  uDassisted,  the  mind  and  sooi  of 
iDBa.  Amid  this  giant  creation  there 
moved  a  dwarfed  humanity.  Dr  Jndioa 
found  this  beautiful  country  plunged  in  the 
moat  heathen  darkness ;  and  though  we 
have  not  in  these  pages  any  detailed 
account  of  his  labours  and  bis  exertions 
in  the  Gospel  cause  in  Burmab,  we  have 
glimpses  of  bis  life  there  which  show  how 
entirely  both  be  and  his  high-minded  com- 
panion gave  themselves  up  to  Ibeir  noble 
work.  Mrs  Judsan'a  life  in  Burmab  seems 
to  have  been  a  useful  and  a  happy  one, 
until  the  deaths  successively  of  two  of  her 
children  and  of  her  husband  wrung  her 
heart  with  anguish,  and  drew  from  her 
some  of  the  sweetest  and  saddest  strains 
of  modem  poclrr, 

"Angel  Charlie,"  and  "To  my  Mother," 
may,  indeed,  be  litij  describeft  as  anicu- 
late  moans,  ttte  genuine  wall  of  a  broken 
heart. 

Soon  after  her  sudden  and  awful  bereave- 


inent,  Mrs  Jndson  returned,  after  a  shoit 
visit  to  England,  to  her  native  land,  where 
not  long  time  elapsed  before,  shattered  iu 
frame  and  broken  in  spirit,  she  died. 

Mrs  Jndson's  character  was  one  of  rare 
excellence.  She  possessed  wilb  hergeniiu 
much  of  the  sensitiveness  and  delicacy  of 
temperament  which  so  often  accompanies 
It;  but  this  was  entirely  tempered  and  kept 
in  check  by  her  nncommotily  large  share 
of  the  feminine  and  womanly  element*  of 
character.  With  her  the  woman  was  a^ 
ways  superior  to  the  poet.  Had  it  been 
otherwise,  she  might  indeed  have  been  a 
more  perfect  artist,  but  she  would  not  bars 
been  so  complete  a  woman. 

Of  her  literary  merits  it  is  not  neceasBry 
to  speak  here.  Without  mnch  force  ui 
originality,  she  had  an  exquisite  fancyanil 
an  unerring  taste.  Her  style  seemed  to 
have  borrowed  from  the  air  its  lightness, 
and  from  light  its  Subtlety. 

Of  tbe  way  iu  which  Froftssor  Kendrick 
has  accomplished  his  task  it  is  impossible 
to  say  too  much.  He  bis  brought  to  hit 
work  a  delicate  discrimination,  a  flue  spd 
pervading  sympathy,  and  a  keen  insiglil 
into  the  recesses  of  character,  which  seen 


Thk  Childrxn's  Chubcu  at  Home  )  or, 
Samilj  Services  for  the  Lord's  Day.  Bj 
the  Eev,  Joan  Esuomo,  D.B.,  Islingtoii, 
London. 

MaluD  ud  Bou,  LandoD,  Bdinbarih.  ud  Htn 
yoik.  IML 
Wb  heartily  commend  to  oar  readen  thii 
admirable  collection  of  sermons  fbr  the 
young.  Property  speaking,  it  is  more  ihdi 
a  collection  of  sermons,  for  it  embraces  sll 
the  adjuncts  of  a  regular  preaching  serrice 
in  tbe  sanctuary.  The  plan  of  tbe  boiH. 
will  be  best  explained  in  the  author's  oun 
words.  "It  is  hoped,"  he  aays  in  hit  pre- 
face, "that  each  aermon  in  Uie  followisg 
series  will  he  read  with  the  greater  fnili- 
ness  of  attention,  that  the  fireside  circH 
for  whose  use  it  is  intended,  will  End  i> 
associated  with  appropriate  '  lessons '  ficm 
the  Old  and   New  Teatamenii,  auiuble 
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liTnim  precBdiDg  and   following,   Mid   b  tim,  hj  reuon  of  thii  principle  flnding  no 

cluiinK  prayer,  u  ir  it  wctb  pmched  to  pUce  in  them ;  and  thirdly,  by  an  appli- 

iliem  in  tha  wnolnary.    Each  dUcoane,  cation  of  this  principle  io  rerutation  of  the 

wiih  it!  connected  readlngi,  will  ihna  form  argnmenta  of  ttondBrd  writers  ia  favour 

>  Lord'i  Day  Service  for  the  Bethel  at  of  a  State  Church.    Thia  principle  is,  that 

home."    This  is  a  happy  idea,  and  it  lotea  haman  obligations  orifpnaied  in,  and  are 

nothing  from  the  manner  in  which  it  haa  characteriied  and   limited  by,  human  re- 

b«eD  carried  out  by  Mr  (now  Dr)  Edmond.  lationahipa.    And  its  hearing  in  the  handi 

It  hu  often  been  remarked,  that  it  re-  or  oar  author  upon  the  State-support  of 

qBirM»pecii/«jrtalentttipre«chefl^ti»ely  re[igion,-~meaning  thereby,  as  Paloy  alio 

w  the  young.    With  many,  that  wcnliar  put  it,  "  the  authoritative  prescription  of 

(ilent  leema  to  he  regarded  as  lying  in  religions  worship,  and  the  appropriation  of 

ipeiling  as  mnch  down  to  them  as  po*-  the  national  property  in  its  inpport,"— is 

'  (ibie;  and  the  consequence  is  a  succession  •»  follows; — "  Strictly  religkiu  obligation, 

of  simpering  pneriHties  which  are  equally  traced  to  iw  aource,  will  bo  found  to  origin- 

<lisa|^eeablB  to  young  and  old.'    Wa  are  ate  in  the  one  relation  of  creafuresA^whicli 

Srnly  pereoadBd  that  there  is  a  preralent  we  sustain  towards  God.  .  .  Ifwe  consider 

nislBke  in  connection  with  Ibis.    Let  the  what  renders  moral  dutiea  obligatory,  we 

preacher  aet  diEtinctly  before  his  andienco  shall  find  that  they  arise  out  of  our  reUcions 

what  he  intenda  to  do  in  the  course  of  his  towards  eacb  other  tumea;  .  ,  .  and  going 

HtTDon,  let  him  proceed  to  the  doing  of  it  hack  to  the  sprinKs  of  ciuiYdnties,  we  shall 

in  a  clear  and  orderly  manner,  and  let  him  And  that  the  obligation  to  perform  them 
see  that  hia  illnstratious  are  sCrictty  perti-  .  arises  out  of  the  relations  of  men  ajmemiers 

sent  to  the  sabjeet  in  hand,  and  he  does  of  the  same  political  comma-nity :— Hie  iate,T- 

lot  need  to  mind  Tory  mnch  whether  his  eoce  ia  obvious,  that  since  civil  government 

snditors  are  old  or  young.    It  is  astonish-  is  fonnded  upon  civil  relationships  alone,  its 

inghow  much  the  little  minds  will  take  in  functions  are  exclnsivelyciyiJ,  and  its  power 

'ten  these  conditions  are  complied  with  ;  andresourcescanbolegitimately  applied  to 

md  for  the  rest,  we  ghonld  very  mnch  prefer  'ho  enforcement  of  none  but  civil  dutiea." 

to  see  the  youthful  recipient  stretching  np  This  line  of  argument,  as  our  readers 

lothespeaker.to  seeing  the  speaker  msking  will  obaerre,  is  not  new,  nor  indeed  is  claim 

ill  sorts  of  humble  and  humiliating  efforts  I^id  'o  its  paternity.    It  is,  however,  staled 
ID  reach  down  to  them.    The  sermons  of     and  applied  ia  this  work  with  much  more 

DrEdmond  ar«  models  of  what  children's  Chan  ordinary  ability  and  fulness.    As  an 

lermons  should  be — clear  in  their  purpose,  argument  for  Voluntaryism — and  it  is  the 

orderly  in  their  progress,  and  sparkling  in  most  powerful  one  we  have— the  origin  and 

ihoir  illustration   from  beginning  to  end.  limitsof  human  rights  and  obligatioaa  have 

They  embrace  a  great  variety  of  topics,  not  hitherto,  we  think,  been  sufficiently  in- 

tU  instrnctive  and  interesting;  while  the  sisted   on.     We   therefore  welcome    this 

prayers  and  hymns,  simple  in  themselves,  publication  as  a  very  valuable  contribution 

are  always  appropriate  to  the  subject  dis-  to  Che  Anti-State  Church  Cause,  and  we 

cussed.    Our  space  does  not  permit  ns  to  strongly  recommend   its  perusal  to  those 

ci'aextraclsibntwe  cordially  commend  the  who  wish  to  master  the  philosophy  of  Vo- 

rolnme  tothe.attentionofheadaoffamiliea,  lantaryism.     The  work  is  anonymous;  le 

certain  that,  wherever  it  i8adnittted,itwill  appears  not  why.    If  its  author  has  not 

become  a  household  treasure  in  the  best  already  achieved  still  better  things,  be  fully 

lenseof  the  word.   It  is  beantifiilly  printed,  approves  himself  capable  of  them. 

OK  OK  Occasion  os  thb  Death  of 

TUB  Rbv.  Jahks  Fokbith,  Craigend. 

The  Ultimate  Principle  of  Relioiods  By  the  Rev.  William  Kamsai,  Crieff. 

LiaeaTi,   The  Philosophical  Argnment.  FerUi-  flvn«il««L 

T'i}  1  ?'.?rm^'i'/  ^fTZ^LI  The  te«  is,  "  And  Elisba  saw  it,  and  he 

^mducted  on  Gonnds  of  Reason  and  ^^j^j    'My'father,  my  father!  The  cha- 

Expediency,  m  the  wnMngs  of  Locke,  ^      '  j  j/    j  ^nd'iho  horsemen  thereof.' 

Warburton,Paley,Dick,WardIaw,Glad-  a„ji,.,„„u;     .      "  „.■   c       "'°'^"'- 

-4      .        -'      J  Jw.  ,1          '  Ana  he  saw  him  no  more.     Some  readers 

stone,  Marlmeau,  and  Miall.  „      - j„  -f ,.        ,         .     '™"'°  ■="">"■ 

^                   '  may  inquire  it  there  ue  not  conlrsat,  rather 

Lundon:  WardindCo.  (han  resemblance,  between  the  thunder- 

An  advocacy  of  Voluntaryism  on  philo-  shod  careerofElijah.and  the  quiet  minis- 

sophical  ground, — first,  by  a  statement  and  terial  course    of   the   accomplisbed    Mr 

defence  of  "the   Ultimate    Principle   of  Forsyth.    Even  in  John  Knox's  cose,  the 

Keligious  Liberty ;"  secondly,  by  an  exhi'  parallel  would  be  exceedingly  imperfect 

biiiun  of  the  comparatively  unsatisfactory  and  alight.     Such  a  text,  however,  is  not 

Batareof  existing  apologies  for  Voluntary-  the  less  appropriate,  because  of  thladifir- 
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ence.  Mr  RamMiy'a  Mrmon  ia  a  Biagnlsr]; 
fine  meditation  upon  tbs  erent,  and  the 
loMons  of  Blijah'a  depsnaie  from  eartb. 
The  sketch  of  MrForsvtii,  Ihongh  brief,  ii 
joBt  and  gsniol.  BaE  sarelj,  a  minister 
of  Mr  Forajth'a  ability  and  position  should 
hKve  bis  memory  hoaoared,  and  his  nse- 
fnlDCM  prolonged,  bj  a  TOlume  of  "Be- 


Chbibt.thbIiiqht  orTaaWoBLDi  Bibli- 
cal Stodies  in  the  First  Ten  Chapters 
of  St  John's  0«apeL  By  Rddolph 
Bbmbr,  D.D. 

Batdborgh :  T.  and  T.  Clark.  ISM. 
StTBTLB  thought,  cxqaisito  lentiment,  and 
evangelical  ooctrino  are  finely  blended  in 
tbia  volume.  It  U  seldom  chat  we  get 
from  Germanva  book  at  once  so  suggeslive 
and  so  safe,  Dr  Besser  has  a  more  mas- 
ealiae  mind  than  Erummacher,  and  his 
writings — so  favoarablj  introduced  by  the 
present  specimen — ought  to  become  emi- 
nently popular  in  tbia  conntry.  His  de- 
lineation of  St  John,  and  big  sketches  of 
and  meditations  npon  several  of  the  pro- 
minent scenes  in  the  Saviour's  life,  are 
both  vigorous  and  beanliful,  and  are 
marked  by  originality  of  vievf.  His  adora- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ  is  no  half-hearted 
worship,  for  he  devoutly  believes  in  a  Tri- 

Eersonal  Deity;  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
e  has  the  noblest  conception  of  Chiisc's 
incarnate  manifestation .  The  volume  has 
.  (he  finest  specimens  of  lecturing. 

Thh  DrvtWB  Cothmautb:  Their  Nature 
and  Design.    By  John  Kellt. 

London;  Jsckaon,  Valfard,  and  Co.      18C1. 
Ma  Kellt  has  long  been  regarded  as  the 
most  argumentative  and  vigorous  preacher 
amongst  English  Congregationalists ;  and 
this  volume— which  is  the  new  contribu- 


sunh  a  reputation.  The  work  has  a  special 
value  for  the  light  which  he  sheds  on  the 
all-important  topic.  The  Covenants  are 
considered  as  successive  developments  of 
the  Divino  purpose  of  mercy.  They  are 
not,  as  our  common  theology  represents, 
"the  covenant  of  works  and  the  covenant 
of  grace ;"  but,  beginning  after  the  fall  of 
man,  are  the  Adamic,  the  Noaehic,  the 
Abrahamic,  the  Sinaitic,  the  Davidic,  the 
covenant  under  the  prophets— and  lastly, 
iHld  as  that  to  which  alt  the  others  pointed 
—tbe  covenant  as  administered  by  Christ 
the  Mediator.  Mr  Kelly  keeps  closely  to 
the  Scripture  view  of  a  covenant.  The 
style  of  the  volume  is  clear  and  terse,  but 
nithout  any  of  the  liurary  graces. 


SBKMOKHBtTKBLatvBBV.HBirKTAieUS, 

Aberdeen.  Edited,  with  a  Memoir  of 
his  Life,  by  his  Son,  the  Bev.  E.  Aiioiis, 
M.A.,  Peebles;  and  BecoUections  of  tte 
Author,  by  theRaT.  Akssbw  T^owon, 
DJ).,  Ediabni8b> 

Alierdeeo :  A.  Brown  and  Co.  IMl. 
Da  Balubb  of  Berwick  waa  wont  to  main-' 
tain  tbat  Mr  Angus  of  Aberdeen  was  the 
most  original  and  vigorons  preacher  within 
their  own  Church,  if  not  also  in  any  re- 
ligious denomination  in  Scotland ;  and 
never  was  the  judgment  of  that  discriminal- 
ing  and  impartial  critic  less  at  fault.  Tha 
preacher  enlogised  in  such  terras  occnpied 
a  comparatively  obscure  place  in  the  cold 
and  Dissent-hating  North,  and  drew  both 
an  audience  and  a  stipend  that  were  ei- 
iremely  moderate  ;  yet  be  was,  as  Dr 
Balmer  decided,  more  than  worthy,  from 
elevation,  breadth,  and  energy  of  inMlIect, 
to  stand  beside  those  pulpit  orators  in  tha 
Western  and  Southern  provinces,  who  had 
a  congregation  double  the  size,  and  a  pro- 
portionate income.  Bad  his  lot,  indeed, 
been  cast  in  some  high  clerical  sphere  in 
Edinburgh  or  Glasgow,  the  reputation  of 
the  Secession  cause  for  the  last  forty  years 
would  have  been  signally  promoted ;  wliilK, 
nn questionably,  his  own  influence  wonld 
have  been  greatly  extended  and  perpeto- 
ateU.  It  ie  melancholy  to  think,  that  this 
little  volume  of  Merooira  and  Bemains  ii 
all  the  permanent  outcome  and  repteien- 
tation  of  Mr  Angus'  noble  gifts  sod 
culture  that  we  are  likely  ever  to  gel. 
We  admit  that  the  email  book— whether 
consisting  of  the  father's  work,  or  of  Ihe 
admiriog  son's  recollections — is  of  super- 
lative quality ;  but  why  should  the  highest 
eicellence  have  been  "cribbed  and  con- 
fined" within  a  space  which  is  generally 
deemedtoo  narrow  for  many  a  parish 
mediocrity,  for  whom  nothing  more  than 
easy  repoae  and  dignified  oblivion  ara 
meant,  or,  at  least,  destined  ?  It  reqiUru 
a  great  amooni,  and  a  constant  pressora  of 
real  genius,  to  float  a  dozen  or  a  score  nf 
ponderous  works,  by  one  author,  safely 
down  lo  posterity ;  and  we  are  farfrom  sure 
that  the  long  and  heavy-laden  flotilla  of 
Chalmers"  poslhumous  writings  will  escape 
the  risk  of  going  agrouud,  and  suffering  a 
total  wreck  in  a  single  generation  ;  stii^  a 
id  light  volume  is  in  greater  danger 
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mare  "  of  literature,  after  it  has  fluttered 
through  only  a  few  days,  and  posterity  will 
only  fliiid  it,  when  all  the  gems  in  the  caves 
of  ocean  have  been  secured. 

The  photographic  portrait  recalls  tie 
man  when  he  waa  "  age-ing  " — fadings  jet 
corpn1entt}|  spreading ;  and  does  not  ex- 
press the  vivid  and  concentrated  energy  rf 
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irhich  lightened  firom  ths  keener, 

feftlnres,  twenty  jesrs  ago.  The 
I  selected  for  publicalion  belong 
dranced  period  al  which  the  pho- 
was  taken  ;  yet,  in  them,  no 
mding  abatement  of  the  pecaliar 
ness,  freahaesB,  and  elasticity  of  his 
;  is  at  all  perceptible.  His  Tery 
words  sits  npoB  him  iw  gracefally, 
J,  and  with  as  little  Bloretiliness,  as 
01  eyen  excepting  the  style  of  bis 
a  term,  when  an  opponent  of  his 
Voluntary  qnestion,  the  late  Hev. 
■  Gray  of  Perth,  attempted  to  ri- 
liiia  as  a  mere  manufacturer  of 
latences;  and  seemed  to  think  that 
broken  his  head  by  convicting, him 
unmatical  error.  But  at  no  time 
r  Aagua  wore  polished  sentences 
ttitutes,  but  only  the  best  vehicles, 
culine  ideas. 

Memoir  Is  admirably  designed 
itten,  though  not  only  brief,  but 
tably  disproportioned.     It  contains 

lengthy,  though  finely  executed, 
dona  of  localities,  which  would  only 
en  ia  keeping  with  snchon  extended 
V  as  that  of  Dr  Chalmers.    The 

(^  Mr  Angus'  birthplace — sncb  as 
^ing  was  in  1794 — occupies  a 
fKe  than  the  account  of  his  child- 
M  youth.  So,  too,  does  Selkirk — 
in  of  the  Divinity  Hall  which  Mr 
<  Wended — fill  more  room  than  is 
1>  the  delineation  of  bis  studeot- 

Ujt  his  life,  too,  are  dwelt  upon 
!l>)antenesa  which  is  withheld  from 
Minions  not  less  interesting  or  in- 
IL  Still,  the  descriptions  are  so 
i  and  exquisite,  that  we  cannot  wish 
""y.  Take  the  following  sketch  of 
^able  Eev.  Ebenezer  Brown,  the 
of  Mr  Argus'  yonth  ; — 
ns  scarcely  possible  to  be  much  in  the 
o<  such  men  aa  Ebenezer  Brown  and 
lislerial  bretbmn,  without  being  drawn 
'Ij  within  the  inflaenca  ot  theic  deep 
lUty  snd  their  Leavanly  piety.  The 
'r  ■  study,  where  he  sat  with  his  Bible 
I  mpy  of  Matthew  Henry's  Commen- 
-for  thae  were  bis  chief,  almost  bis 
^paaiong  amongst  books,  aad  we  have 
4«t  he  looked  with  feelings  bordering 


9  SBd  of 


jrofsne  learning  which  his 


IS  lata  Dr  John  Brown,  wis  the 
n«  to  gather  into  his  library  al  Biggar, 
(naplo;  in  the  sevsrer  exegesis  of  the 
'res !  his  prayers  in  the  femtly,  remark- 
ir  their  adaplatioii,  their  brevity,  and 
"^on;  the  otber-worldlinesB  of  hia 


■^t  sna  lug  preaching  in  the  tent, 
hs  Was  always  in  h'       ' 
'  lockBd  to,  at  the  Tai 


in  the  nejgbbonrhood,  which  then  drew  larfre. 

crowds  along  with  tfieir  mioisteis  from  ad- 
joining congTBgations , — there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  scenes  and  incidents  like  these,  in  which 
Dbj-l,  m 


>f  his  profession.  We  have  spoken  of  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  world  si — 
those  youthful  days  ;  but  there  are  also  si 


made  on  their  time  and  energies  were  m 
fewer  than  they  are  now,  even  in  the  most 
secluded  spots.  A  great  deal  of  time  was  given 
to  brotherly  intercourse  and  religious  conrer- 
sstion  in  the  reunions  of  the  manse.  The 
opportunities  of  travelling  being  few,  while 
they  shut  out  a  minlEler  from  much  com- 
monicatlon  with  his  brethren  at  a  distance, 
except  at  the  time  of  the  Synod,  drew  closer 
his  ties  ot  friendshin  with  those  who  lived  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  belonged 
to  the  aome  presbytery.  The  names  of  the 
evangelical  preachers  who  appeared  with  but 
little  variation  at  ail  the  Gocraments  of  a  place, 
came  to  be  familiar  as  household  words  in  (he 
months  ot  old  and  young ;  their  texts  were 
remembered,  their  sermons  were  treasured  up; 
while  they  themselves  became  the  objects  of  a 

God-fearing  people,  of  whose  intelleotnal  and 
spiritual  food  they  were  in  many  cases  the 
chief  providers.  Mr  Brown,  on  hie  way  to 
assist  Mr  Wilson  of  the  Crossgales,  absorbed 
in  devout  musings,  and  trotting  gently  on  his 
old  pony,  with  Its  black  shaggy  hide,  and 
deportment  as  sober  as  that  of  its  master,  and 
hardly  going  faster  than  the  women  in  carts 
or  on  foot,  wendinf-  in  the  same  direction,  was 

anecdote— belonging,  however,  to  a  period  a 
few  yesrs  Uter  then  the  time  of  which  we  are 
speaking — may  be  introduced  here,  ill  nstrative 
at  once  of  this  good  minister's  character,  and  ' 
of  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  his  young 
bearer  and  friend.  Dr  Chalmers,  while  mi' 
nister  of  Kilmany,  but  after  the  great  change 
had  passed  on  hia  views  of  the  gospel,  became 
very  intimate  with  Ebenezer  Brown ;  and  they 
both  look  a  great  interest  in  the  Bible  Society, 
with  one  of  whose  brauches  tliey  were  con- 
oected.  There  happened  to  be  some  faalts  in 
the  working  ot  the  branch  sooisty,  which  in- 

snbjecl,  by  letter,  with  Mr  Brown.  The  hand- 
writing was  indistinct  and  cramped,  and  n 
message  was  sent  for  yonog  Heni?  Angus  Ot 
--■'- '  read  it.     After  pro- 


ig  fors< 


senlencf. 


'After  all,  we  should  get  on  very  well,  i_ .. 
were  not  for  that  co^fintnded  indolence' 
'Ebi  Eh!'  broke  in  Mr  Brown,  'what's 
that?  What  does  he  say?  read  that  agaia.' 
The  sentence  was  repeated.  '  Does  he  say 
con^oondedf  1  believe  he's  a  good  man,  but 
e  o'  the  language  o'  Ashdod 


Many  ofonr  readers  will  he  deeply  it 


:.;'.oogle 
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"  There  are  hardly  any  written  docuii 
from  wUch  to  dnur  »  fall  and  contiii 
history  of  lie  Seceesion  Charch  in  Aberdeen- 
Bhire.  The  chief  reliable  informBtion  is  to  be 
got  from  the  lingering  traditions  of  different 
neighbourhoods.  The  liglit  eeema  I'D  haye 
spnins  up  Bimullaneously  at  different  pointsj 
aud  there  are  many  intereetizig  and  simple 

danls  of  tlie  fiiBt  Secedeis  in  those  parts,  and 
recDUDted  at  Ibeir  Sresidea,  exhibiting  the 
t  agencies— some  of  them  of  yery 
and  unpretending  chaiacter— vhich 
■J  Providence.  In  liatening 
ime  poor  Hoaehearty  £aher- 
u,  landing  ooe  day  at  Leith,  were  induced 


humble  a: 


Dentin 


Church  at.Howgate,  and  carried  homt 


congrepation  then 

dsuominalion  i  or 

certain  cettii 


I  in  connectian  with  the  noiT 
again,  on  bearing  the  story 


with  ft 


a  froi 


a^ke^ 


oi  Aberdi 

togelher,  made  Jtnown  to  hia  chance  acquaint- 
ance the  truth  as  it  ia  in  Jeans,  till  the  long 
aummer  day  seemed  too  short  for  telling,  and 
how  the  impreaaion  made  upon  the  learner's 
mind  led  to  the  formation  of  another  of  those 


._  .»,bytt 
itaelf  beyo 

haa  found  a  lodgment,  till  £rst  one,  ftnd  Ihetk 
another,  and  then  another  ia  brought  within 
its  influence.  It  waa  the  Anti-Bnr^her  branch 
of  the  Secessinn  which  first  look  rout  in  Aber- 
deenshire. The  history  ^i'  'l.e  planting  of  ila 
earliest  congregation  m  the  oonnty,  that  of 
Cnugdam,  camea  us  away  taolc  to  very  near 
the  origin  of  the  Secession  itself,  indeed,  lo 
within  ten  or  twelve  years  of  the  meeting  at 
Gaimey  Bridge,  and  it  haa  linked  with  its 
existence  the  name  of  Hr  Moncrieff  of  Aber- 
nethy,  one  of  the  four  brethren  themselTea. 
It  is  related  that  Honcrieff,  being  in  the  habit 
of  visiling  Peterhead  in  the  summer  lime, 
seehiug  health  there  from  sea-bathing  Mid 
certain  mineral  waters,  for  which  the  place 
was  famous,  lingered,  on  one  of  his  journeys 
thither  in  1742,  in  the  house  of  bis  friend, 
Ferguson  of  Kinmundy,  andannmberof  peo- 
ple having  been  gathered  from  the  neighbour- 
hood, the  Secession  father  preached  to  them. 

in  many  of  the  pulpits  of  the  national  church 
uf  that  district,  and  the  strong  sympathy  with 
the  four  brethren  which  was  felt  by  a  number 
of  the  parish  ministers,  had  helped  very  greatly 
to  prepare  the  people's  minds  for  the  appear- 
ance of  MoncrielT;  end  uuder  the  impression 
produced  by  hia  occasional  visits,  and  the 
influence  of  the  Kinmundy  family,  the  Be- 
ceders  gradually  became  numerous  in  the 
conntry  round.  In  ooiitBe  of  time  the  congre- 
gadon  of  Cntigdam  wu  formed.    Hr  William 


Brown  w«a  ordained  u  iU  minlritt  in  lltS ; 

and  for  a  number  of  years  bis  preaching  wu 
resorted  to  by  all  who  held  the  princi^e*  of 
tbeSecession  wlthinthewideiangeof  cuunU; 
between  the  Dee  and  Spey.  Occiaiimal  hearing 
in  the  churches  of  other  denominitions  wu, 
In  those  days,  a  laxity  too  detestable  to  be 
tolerated ;  and  so,  from  Aberdeen,  from  Hnafly. 
from  Peterhead,  distances  of  npffards  li 
twenty  miles,  one  cianpany  alter  anotba 
inigbt  bo  seen  moving  along  in  converging 
streams,  on  the  aarly  Sabbath  morning,  to  wait 
on  hia  simple  ministry,  wiUi  hia  one  texthtsl- 
ing  him  for  a  whole  year,  from  which  he  spim 
a  complole  system  of  divinity.  One  of  the 
spots  where  thcse'traTSllinfj  groups  were  wont 
to  rest  upon  their  Journey  is  stilt  pointed  oul 
as  the  praying  hunne.  In  the  conrae  of  yetrt, 
increasing  nnmbets  were  atb«oted  to  the 
standard  ol  the  Eecession,  and  sncceeaive  dis- 
junctions toolc  plaoe  from  tiie  parent  stock; 
and,  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  where  the  tdi 
had  been  prepared  by  Mr  Brown's  occasioiiil 
preaching  lisita,  the  adherents  of  this  brancli 
of  the  Secession  obtained  a  regular  supply  of 

the  building  in  which  the  congregation  ol 
Belmont  Street  still  assembles. 

"  The  Bnrgber  Branch  of  the  Secession  bad 
Its  origin  in  Aberdeen  in  somewhat  pecnbir 
circumEtanoes.  Hr  John  Blsset,  who  bid 
been  translated,  from  a  rural  charge,  to  In 
minister  of  the  East  Fartsh  in  thai  city,  wu 
distinguished  for  bis  evangelical  views,  and 
bis  resistance  to  the  increasing  degenencf 
ol  the  Established  Church.  He  had  imbibed 
the  spirit  ol  certain  of  the  clergy  in  thaldis- 
trict  who  had  taken  an  active  part  on  Ibe 
evangelical  side  in  tbe  measures  which  led  te 

side  of  his  moderate  oo-prcflbyters ;  ^  a  gentle- 
man for  piety  and  learning  diatingnisbed ; 
in  (be  public  exercise  ol  his  office,  grave, 
awful,  and  serious ;  in  conversation,  agreeaUe 
and  facetious ;  jealous  in  leatifying  againil 
the  defections  of  the  times.'    Mr  BiBeet,  having 

S reached  a  sermon  before  the  Synod  of  Ater- 
een  In  a  strain  similar  lo  that  of  Ebenewr 
Erskine,  would  likely  have  shared  the  same 
fate,  had  not  Provost  Cmiekshank  risen  in  the 
Syiiod  to  warn  them  Uiat  Hr  Bisset  wis  not 
the  man  to  retract  anything  that  he  had  said, 
and  that  unices  they  wished  to  see  a  thousand 
Becedcrs  on  the  morrow  they  had  better  lor- 
baar.  Mr  Bisset  dying  in  17£6,  had  recom- 
mended his  congregation,  when  they  consulted 
him  on  the  subject,  to  connect  tbemaelves  wilb 
lie  Burgher  Svnod.  They  followed  hia  ad- 
vice; and  a  place  of  worship  having  bean 
fitted  up  St  the  head  of  Weighbonse  Square, 
whose  site  is  still' known  as  the  Atdd  Kiri, 
Mr  Alexander  Sick  wis  ordained  in  1768,  u 
the  first  Secession  Minister  in  Aberdeen.  In 
the  familiar  language  of  tbe  people,  Ur  Biset 
was  compared  to  Moses,  who  led  the  peopls 
ont  of  the  house  of  bondage ;  and  Hr  Dick  to 
Joshua,  who  had  given  them  rest  Under  the 
ministry  of  Mr  Dick,  the  new  congregatioB 
prospered.  Helville  Church,  built  for  him  in 
1772,  was  filled  by  a  respectable  congregation; 
and  a  handsome  monument  to  his  memory, 
erected  by  a  portion  of  his  flook,  in  Bt  Nichcli* 
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ud,  q)uln  of  bis  hnviag  pmched  Hie 
'ith  priinlKva  Bimplidt;  to  a  people 
nured  and  loved  him,  dud  of  bie  Hfe 
irily  of 


■ine.  Od  the  daaDi  of  Mr 
Bninlan,  on  whom  the  choice  of  the 
bad  falJen,  wsa  ordained  aa  hia  suc- 
Ur  BniQlan.  haTisg  died  about  the 
fznent  of  the  present  centuryi  his 
tioD,  Mcedine  from  the  Burgher  8j- 
icJied  themselvfiB  to  the  ■  Origiual 
Sjnod,'  the  body  which  ia  umiallT 
a  llie  'Old  Light  Bui^he 


D.    It  refers  to  the  cloiing  Bceoe  on  the 

"  T/ie  rune— about  the  ninth  hour.     It  cams 


'daga'    at    the    moat — that  iril]   do   for  tbs 

chronology  of  the  earlier  periods  of  our  Lord's 

humiiiation.     A  more  minute  notnliou  of  the 

time  must  bo  adopted  now.    It  mnat  bo  marked 

by  hauri.     Ah   whon   the  affaira   of  a  great 

campaign  maj  be  dinmallr  aot  down,  but 

when  It  ia  near  the  orisig  of  me  great  decisive 

battle,  and  during  the  movements  and  occur- 

.M«,™ua«;™  -iuimBi-nurcn      """"*  °^  ""  ^"'"  ■'^"i  *''«   meaauremont 

id,  after  a  changeful  career,  have      r""*  '^''^"e  °'  ^^  « ""e  '°™»  be  by  hours  or 

d  rest  bv  aram  ««-«!ino-  wit),      ""■     ■"  ■*"«?  "»  "Ome  fieat  biography  we 

learn  what  days  and  weeks,  or 

produced  nf  work  and  progreaa, 

ifferiags  which 


Dhurch  in  18i3.  "In  tht , 

nd  influential  minority  of  Melville 


nd  of  the  eip 


varda  r. 


ice,  as  Or  Dick  of  Glasgo' 

lonourod  namea  in  the  denomii ,     . 

he  wasaminialerandprotesBor,  had  ~J"'Be  "  .™ 

Klvea  disjoined  from  the  majority  J|a»e  ««D,  ind 

d  into  a  separate  congregation.     It  "^.I^Sk !?_  !i' 


0  try  aed  to  puiyy  ti 


great  and 
~u=.i  MO  ouu  IS  tumiug,  and  the 
ing,  we  expect  tho  chacges  and 
be  chronicled  by  the  clock.     We 


a  separate  congregsti 
miy  which  became  the  congregation 
iliolss  Lane ;  which  ia,  therefore, 
Rproentativeof  the  eldest  Beceaaion 
1  Aberdeen.  Unauoceasf  ul  in  aeeur- 
ik  as  their  miniator,  they  remained 
aettled  pastorale  till  Ur  Lawrence 
ordained  ntnoDgst  them,  in  180D. 
died  in  l,8ia,  and  was  succeeded  by 

Id  not  be  fair  to  qaote  from,  or  to 
llig  pnrely  personal  narrative ;  bat 
Kly  recommend  i 


sa. 


their  a 


.ngelist 


'*ou7-'_Hiahouremphatic^ly— 
was  DOW  faet  coming,  have  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  identify,  perhaps,  the  successive  daya 
of  what  some,  not  always  free  from  super- 
Btilious  observances  of  times  and  aeanODS,  have 
called  the  I^ssion  Week  ;  and  latterly,  not  at, 
bot  tn  tAa  nagfjjoarhaod  of,  the  crucifixion,  the  ^ 
saccesaivehoursofil.  At  the  crucifl  lion  they 
were  not  likely  to  become  less  particular  and 
precise.  There  never  was,  and  never  will  be, 
nothing  in  the  'course  of  timo'  bo  worthy 


bwielves,    as  it  is  a  aingularly  The 

Ind  touching  miniatnre  ofa  man  The 

Of  endowed  and  cultivated  mind,  ingi         -     ^  --  — , -. 

bean,   manly  and   transparent  'ra*  suffering  His  has vieet  Bufferings,  and  jnat 

■■   We  conid  have  read  as  many  »'«ie  point  of  expiring  then.    Concentrate 


ninuted  ax  what  1 
lurpoBea  of  God  were 
conflict  of  ages,  behini 
I  then.     To  aay  it  aU,'  the  Son  o 


B>  there  are  sheets  of  this  bio- 
provided    the   same   power    and     yonrpeua!" 
oaid  have  been  EUBtained  ;  which, 
ifficult,  would  have  bean  far  from     .   8o>  W^i  ■' 


w  Thomson  of  Broughton  Place 


the  exqnirite  opentnc  of  the 
irmon  on  the  word  '*  miw :" — 
!    While  we  were  naming  it,  it  lus 

111    ipnnst       \l-B-r!.A.    ^1  ^Z^ k. 


0  the  hypercritical, 
ejorily  of  the  thirteen  aermong 
ot  the  volume,  are  masterpieces 
1  thought  and  illoatration,  applied 
to  the  exposition  and  enforce- 


sp^k ;  for,  strictly 
>,..n.u™cu,  uu-  u,  1I..L  ■  mere  imperceptible 
od  undetainable  instant  of  time  between  the 
oEt  and  the  fpture.     It  caunot  be  made  the 

ihe;u,r;er"  Thou"^"  aTie^g  ^I^'^°tS}^^S^i^h^ 

bij  in  aeveral  respects,  jet  in  petually  flowing  onward  to  the  ocean,  ^e 
IJ  ymdly  remind  na  of  the  Dis-  cannot  aay  of  the  mingling  colon™  of  the 
nblished  by  the  late  Dr  Richard  rainbow  where  the  one  ends  and  the  other 
lamilton  of  Leeds.     The  former      begins.     Giur  object  is,  as  that  of  the  apostle  ia, 

- — :_.   ,___.    __i    ....  lot  lo  put  you  on  a  clearing  of  your  mentid 

iaion,  and  a  quickening  of  your  mental 
lower,  ao  aa  to  see  what  cannot  be  seen,  and 
bold  what  cannot  be  handled ;  that  would  be 
an  idle  diversion  at  ths  beet :  bat  to  incite  yon 
to  an  eiorciae  which  has  much  more  in  it  of 
a  moral  tban  a  menial  □: 


nore  maasive  force  and  keener 

f  intellect,  but  lese  wealth  of 
I  imagination,  along  with  a  lesa 
d  steady  insight  into  nataral  and 
analogies  and  harmonies.  Yet 
~   iasirong mutual  resemblance; 


■B  Ihinfc,  the  following  passage  which  may  be  profltable,  and  must  be  possible 
e  been  written  bj  Dr  Hamil-  therefore.  That  space  of  Ume  in  which  we 
I;  VOL.  T.,  M£W  SERIES. ADGITST  Ufl.  i  B 


^^lOOglO 
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■em  lurre  a  gomelrb^  protruted  conBctooaoMi 
o(  oar  diistencfl — is  Hbioh  we  can  dwell  on  a 
thought,  and  form  and  oony  Into  effect  > 
dslorminatioQ — that  apafe  of  tiniB  b,  to  all 
and  purpoeea,  our  now.  It 
jes— the  five  minutes  or  the 

le  deck  of  the  sinking  abip,  to  the 
craw  she  cairiae,  after  aha  haE  struck  upon  the 
rock,  and  nhen  the  water  is  fast  filling  beri 
in  which  90  little  can  be  done,  and  bd  much  ia 
often  really  done —  not  enough  to  save  the  caTigo 
at  all,  but  enough  to  save  tbe  far  more  prscioua 
life-     It  ia  llie  portion  of  the  ever-flowing 

.. 1 •— ^  descriahle, 


ferry 


Yet,  in  (he  pasBBga  about  to  be  quoted, 
we  find  n  power  and  a  beaatj  that  have  Tto 
TeaemblancB  to  Hamillon'g  :— 

"  77b!  rnBOcalion  o/lhedyiTigSaBioiB:  'Eli-, 
Eli,  lama  eabachlliBni  ?  that  [a  to  say.  My 
Ood,  My  God,  why  bast  Thou  forsaken  Mef' 
He  gave  it  forth — He  sent  it  up — with  a  loud 
voice.  ThJB  was  one  of  Hie  loud  public  cries 
upOD  the'  croaa.  Shall  we  explain  its  lond- 
neaa — not  only  by  tbe  pain  that  pr?«sed,  and 
the  mental  earnestness  that  urged— but  in 
part,  also,  by  the  fact  that  it  was  addresacd  to 
a  Being  who  had  foreaken  Him — foUowiug 
Him  into  Iho  diatanoe  to  which  He  had  receded, 
and  into  the  darkness  whither  He  had  gone? 
We  see  in  it  a  complaint,  a  prayer,  and  an 
^tteisncs  of  Jaith. 

"  A  ConpIoinC.     '  Why  hast  TbUn  forsaken 


the  reaaon  well.  He  had  en 
to  draw  near  to  God  in  this  c 
rU  guilt  and  pardon- 


lot  td 


■way. 


If  je. 


ekUe, 


a  big  and  overwhelming  grief  which  knowa 
a  rtasou,  but  doea  not  know  how  to  rest  upon 
it ;  which  makes  '  amazed  and  very  hea'vy,' 
which  may  be  self.oxpressed,  but  cannot  be 
self-mpomidad ;    which   uses  laogna^e. 


}r  Booording  to 


id  this  Is  In  part 
of  His  mind  and  words. 


nary  analogies ;  which  h 
asks  one  1  which  aaks  a  r- 
not.     He  had  expected 
new  and  strange  '    '" 

?f  ew  and  slrange, 

been  said  so  meaningly,  that  He  was  a  man 
of  Borrowa  and  acquainted  with  Krief — ac- 
qusiated  with  grief  in  all  its  vari^  aspects, 
and  its  mightiest  magDitndea.  And  what  sort 
of  an  aspect  and  a  magnitude  of  grief,  tben, 
could  it  tuiTS  been  that  was,  nevertheleEs,  a 
new  and  a  atrange  one  to  Hf  m  ?  A  complaint  I 
Imt  yon  most  not  think  that  there  was  any 
the  least  of  Impadence,qnerulouane8a,  ormnr- 
jnnring  in  it.  If  you  would  illuatnite  it  safely, 
by  the  snflering  eiperiencea  and  eTerciaee  of 
any  mere  men—by  tbe  sorrows  of  Job,  by  the 
afflictions  of  David,  or  by  the  lamentations  of 
Jareiniab— yon  must  eitract  all  that  element 
trom  them,  of  which  Iheyhad  mncb.  Hb  was 
the  perfect  man,  and  the  stainless  sufferer 
Ibnmghout.  If  be  bad  not  beau  so,  the  bearer 
Mottf  burden  would  have  fallen  beneath  11, 


and  let  it  hit.  m  was  In  this  seuN  before 
God  as  befura  men— the  Lamb  ted  to  lite 
Blanghter,  andopeningnotHiamouth.  Ifjou 
think  the  word  a  better  or  a  safer  one,  we  will 
call  this  a  plaint,  Instead  of  a  complaint. 

"' Why  hast  Thon  forsaken  MaV  Owbit 
fountains  of  deep  sorrow  are  opened  up  to  ot 
here,  and  what  deepscallingnnto  deepa!  Hb 
had  borne  for  hours  the  paina  of  crudSiioii— 
ail  the  arrows  that  human  malice  set  on  Sis 
of  bell  could  shoot  against  Him :  sneeis, 
Titxktdriea,  blasphemies,  aspersiona  of  hj'po- 
crisy  and  imposture  on  His  holy  and  tmUifil 
character,  the  fiercest  assaults  of  bell's  own 
Myrmidons— and  all  ttiia  complicated  tiiUi 
tiie  BenSB  of  the  worst  injustice  and  Ingrati- 
tnde,  and  tbe  horrifying  thonghta  of  so  mncK 
Bin,  and  the  Tneful  ones  of  bo  much  miasiy. 
Bat  there  was  comparative  calmneea,  whilf, 
certainly,  the  keenness  of  suffering,  on  Els 
brow  and  in  His  bosom  then.  He  had  found 
time  then,  and  "will  then,  strangely  beautiful 
as  we  may  truly  rockou  it,  Co  convert  and 
oorofort  a  malefactor  ona  neighbouring craes, 
to  Nitmet  His  mother  to  His  apoBtle,  and  to 
pray  for  His  murderers  With  as  much  of  u 
eitennation  of  their  crime  as  it  was  poaaible  ' 
fcT  Him  to  put  into  His  plea.  His  plaint  i) 
reservad  till  now.  Now  it  will  not  be  re-  i 
Blralned.  '  Hy  God,  Uy  God,  why  halt  Thou 
forsaken  Me  f 

"  Thou  forsaken  Me?  My  disciples  tiivr 
forsaken  Mo.  One  of  Ibem  has  denied  He; 
another  has  betrayed  Ma.  He  was  Mine  o>ni 
familiar  friend  that  did  eat  of  My  bread,  md 
yet  did  lift  up  the  heel  uainst  Me.  I  felt  that 
keenly.  I  felt  all  that  keenly.  But  I  lun 
no  feeling  to  spare  for  all,  or  any  part  ol  it, 
now ;  DV>  that  Ttim  hast  fcKsaken  Ue,  Hj 
God,  My  Qod,  MyrockandMyslrengtbinall 
the  troubles  of  the  past ;  and  now  away  fiot 
Me  when  waated  most !  Yes,  they  say  Irulr. 
that  I  have  trusted  In  Tbec  that  Thou  migllM 
deliver  Me ;  and  Thou  hast  delirered  Me ;  Iwi 
what  shall  I  say  now  ?  Thon  forsaken  Jf(f 
He  who  am  Thtee  ont}-bf«otten  Bon,  wtlli 
whom  Thou  aHw*U-pleasad,asT]»uhMt  told 
Myself  and  others  again  and  again— Me  vbo 
have  delighted  to  do  Thy  will,  and  am  Dim 
deUghling  in  tbs  doing  of  it  to  tbe  death!' 

Our  readers  will  find  sonw  othernoWe 
and  thrilling  pasfages  qtioted  from  Ht 
Angus'  lennans  into  out  "Gleaner." 

Wb  conclude  with  the  expression  of  oir 
one' regret,  that  both  in  life  and  (atlun 
In  this  world)  in  death,  such  an  inlelleeiail 
potentate  as  Mr  Angus  has  been  kept  in 
another  and  a  lower,  than  the  high  plan  I 
fbrwhicbhewaasarichlyqnalified.  Liiii!^ 
he  conld  have  adorned  the  very  highefl  j 
spheres  of  the  Secession  cmise ;  and,  ifW' 
be  was  gone,  his  "  Remilns  and  Memmn " 
might  have  been  allotted  a  larger  and  niate 
commanding  station.  Yet,  if  with  our  poor  ' 
morral  sight  we  could ' perceive  it,  tntht 
deep  and  divine  sense  all  mnst  hvve  been 
for  the  beat ;  and  who  shtll  laj  that  from 
tbe  can>parBCtTe]y  obscure  pMioraie  of 
Hemy  Airgof  in  Aberdeen,  and  fttnn  in 
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tm  cnodett  record  fn  th<i  volnme,  there  and  u  for  tbe  neit  world,  how  different 

win  not  gpring  b  mare  abaadsnt  harrest  of  will  be  the  methods  of  jadgment  1    He  hu 

cTingeliMl  firait  than  tiom  tbe  csreer  of  nowoscapedfroniobscariljiDtothat finnn- 

oar  mast  popnUr  and  temporarily  Boccesa-  ment,  where  those  "that   tniii  hibbj  to 

fnl  town  niniateri  t     We  ahoald  like,  bb  b  righteousnesB  Bhull  shine  aa  the  atara  for 

men  experiment,  to  have  apeeimen  dis-  ever  and  ever."    He  reached  that  fame 

conraei,  j)reiched  in  oar  two  capitala,  set  which  alone  can  Joatlj  be  termed  "im- 

ituTigaide  of  any  of  tho«e  seriaona  by  Mr  mortal,"  and  can  give  trae  and  laating 

Angus,  and  thea  printed,  for  a  compariaon  aatiafactian,  when  from  bia  Divine  Master, 

of  power  aad  orizinalitj.    We  are  per-  and  his  and  the  world's  Judge,  he  heard  tbe 

iniaed,  howerer,  that  Mr  Angas,  in  Aber-  declaration  and  the  welcome,  "  Well  done, 

3md,  entertained  no  envy  for  hii  more  good  and  faithfal  aerirant,  enter  tboa  into 

sicceaafnl  brelhrea  and  eanteaporarieaj  tbe  joy  of  tby  Lord." 


9nhlligwt(.— auittii  ^rralniteriaB  (0|iirr|. 

rBBRBiTEBiAL  PKOOBEDixaa.  givea  to  the  Rot.  J.  Frame  by  the  fork 
Place  congregation,  Perth ;   and  Mesara 

Btrwiek. — Thia  preabyteiy  met  on  the  Steel  and  Pringle,  aa  commiaaioners  from 

ItthofJalj — the  Bev,  Tboa.  MonCgomeiy,  said  congregation.      The  repreaentalivee 

muderator.    Mr  Holmes  read  an  exegeaia  from  Peterhead  congregation  nere  Messrs 

nn  ibe  qneation,  "  Is  tbe  form  of  Church  Watson  and  Fraier.     AAer  tbe  reaiani 

Qo'emment  by  PresbyteTy  in  accordance  sod   tuuveri  aoent   the  translation  were 

iliti  the  Word  of  GodF**    Mr  Weather-  read,  and   the  cDinmiasianers  beard,  Mr 

iMne  delivered   a  sermon  from  I  Timothy  Frame  concluded  a  very  able  address  bj 

'■  15.    Both  w«re  atuteined.    The  Kev.  declaring  his  cordial  acceptance  of  ^e  call 

John  Stark,  convener,  gave  the  annual  from   York   Place  congregatfon.    Prayer 

Kport  on  BtudentB,  to  tbe  effect  that  tbe  baring  been   offered    up,   the  moderator 

iHdeilu  nnder  the  care  of  tbe  presbytery  then  declared  the  pastoral  relation  between 

hid  performed  all  their  exerciaea  Co  the  Ur  Frame  and  the  congrefcaiion  of  Peter- 

ulisfoction  of  the  committee.    The  report  head  to  be  diasolved.    Mr  Frame's  name 

ns  approved  of.    It  was  agreed  to  ntteit  was  then  taken  from  the  roll  of  the  pres- 

Hesara  Holmes  end  Weatherstone  to  tbe  bytery.    At  the  same  time  the  presbytery 

Hill.    A  letter  from  the  Home  Committee  nnanimonsly    agreed    to    record   in    tbe 

of  Synod  was  read  regarding  supplements,  minutes  their  sincere   r^ret  at  parting 

and  tbe  clerk  was  instracted  to  commnni-  with  a  brother  whom  they  so  much  re* 

Ola  with  the  fonr  supplemented  congre-  spected,  and  with  whom,  aa  a  co-presbjter, 

gutioaa  of  this  presbytery  on  tbe  sabject.  they  had  enjoyed   much   agreeable  and 

Tlio  Rev.  P.  Meams  reported  that  he  had  firiondlj  intercottrse.    The  Rev.  Mr  Fisher 

meifed  certain  Tolnmes,  repaired  in  the  was  appointed  to  preach  at  Peterhead  and 

examination  of  students,  from  the  Theo-  intimate  the  vacancy ;  the  Rev.  Mr  Hunter 

logical  Committee,  and  he  was  instracted  was  appointed  interim  moderator  of  Hesaion. 

to  acknowledge  them  in  name  of  the  prea-  and  tbe  clerk  was  empowered  to  apply  for 

bvlery.    Next  meeting  was  appointed  for  a  regular  inpply   of  probationers.     The 

Tcuday  the  ITth  of  September  next.  B«t.  J.  Alexander  asked  for  presbyicrial 

£ueian.^ThiB  presbytery  met  on   3d  assistance  in  the  present  feeble  state  of  bis 

July  — Hr    Fiaher,    moderator.      Messrs  health.    The  Bev.  A.  Lind  was  appointed 

Himmers  and  Simpson,  stadenls  of  Che  tosuppIyatNewDeerfor Mr Alexanderon 

fonrth  year,  and  Mr  Jamea  Hunter  of  the  secoqd  Sabbalh  of  Aagn^t,  Be».  J.  Henry 

firit  year,  were  examined  upon  tbe  subjects  on  the  fourth  Sabbath  of  August,  and  Bev. 

recammended  by  the  Synod  for  students  W.Fisheron  aecnndSBbbatb  of  September, 

in  Theology,  delirered  dlaconraea  on  the  Tbe  clerk  waa  authorized  to  apply  to  the 

psasageaWbicb  bad  been  assigned  to  them,  Home  Miasion  Committee  for  a  minister 

all  of  which  were  snstuned  andapprored  i  to  be  sent  for  three  weeka  in  Auguac  lo 

snd  it  Was  BKreed  to  certiff  them  lo  the  enable  the  preibyiery  to  carry  forward  the 

HsU.    Tbe  Itev.   Mr  Marshatt,   Caupar-  work  of  erangeliiation.     Appointed  ,  the 

An^i,  and  Bev.  Mr  Hill,  Scone,  were  next  meetiag  of  presbytery  to  bo  held  a' 


hjtwy  of  Perth  in  proieeution  ol 


,  ^.oo^Ic 
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proposed  hj  tbe  Home  CommlKee  aneut  pointed  to  consider  the'  document  of  ibt 
supplementHweredelajed tillnextmeeting.  Slateford  dlBsentienis,  referred  to  ah<nt, 
Edinbmgh. — TTiis  preshjteir  met  on  Sd  having  retntned,  Dr  Andrew  Thomion 
July— Rev.  Mr  Deans,  Ponobello,  mode-  elated  that  the  commiltea  were  of  opirion 
rator  pro  (on.  Dr  Smart  read  a  letter  From-  that  the  paper  ahonld  not  be  read ;  but  tin 
the  Ber.  Mr  Anderson,  nndcr  cstl  to  Bun-  inbBtance  of  it  wag  to. the  effect  ihsi  tbe 
bar,  in  which  hesuted  thathe  accepted  the  appellania  conid  not  coitscienlioiulj  tc- 
call,  and  was  prepared  to  deliver  hia  trial  quiesce  in  the  decision  of  the  Sjinod,  orei- 
diBconrsea  berorc  the  preabjlerj,  previona  ureas  contrition  which  they  coald  not  feel. 
to  ordination.  Mr  Drummond  gave  in  the  They  adhered  to  the  reasons  of  appeal  u 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  meet  aubmitted  to  the  Synod,  and  had  no  a]te^ 
with  the  Millhill  congregation,  Mossel'  native  hut  to  leave  their  church  and  deno- 
burgb,  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  minalion,  Tor  whicb  they  cfaerisbed  (he 
minority  to  the  viewe  of  the  majority  in  fondest  affection.  Dr  Fcddie  Mid  he  vu 
regard  to  the  call  to  Mr  Bariss.  The  re-  disposed  to  move,  in  consequence  of  tht 
port  was  to  the  effect  that  the  cominittec  inltmation  received  from  those  indiTiduali, 
bad  fkiled  to  harmoniie  the  parties.  Mr  that  tbey  ceased  to  be  connected  with  Ibe 
Barlai,  who  was  present,  aud  that  he  felt  Church,  that  the  presbytery  declare  accord- 
fnlly  convinced  that,  in  tbe  way  in  which  ingly  thattheyaretobenolongerinemlien 
the  minority  had  acted  towards  him  in  con-  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
nection  with  this  call,  they  had  1>eeD  ac-  the  presbytery  direct  the  congrejiation  of 
tnated  by  conaciencious  motives ;  but  while  Slateford  to  delete  (heir  nainea  from  ibe 
he  gave  ihem  credit  for  conscientiouaness,  communion  roll.  Some  converaation  en- 
at  the  same  lime,  having  fully  weighed  the  sued  as  to  whether  the  paniea  could  nilb- 
argnmenta  for  and  against  him  in  reference  draw  themselvea  from  the  Church  as  iher 
to  thismatler,  he  had  that  day  to  announce  desired,  without  the  decision  of  the  Spoi 
to  them  ihrouBh  the  presbytery  his  cordial  being  carried  into  efTecl,  Dr  Dandioo 
acceptance  of  the  call.  It  was  agreed  that  thought  that,  previous  to  knowing  ihecoc- 
the  induction  should  (akt  place  at  Mussel-  teuta  of  the  document,  their  duty  would 
hnrgh,  on  Thursday  tbe  18lh  July.  Dr  have  been  to  carry  ont  the  decision  of  the 
Andrew  Tbomeon  laid  on  the  table  a  call  Bynod,  and  declare  theiranspension,  seeing 
to  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Simpson,  late  of  Forrea,  they  had  not  expressed  conrilion  ;  bulnow 
from  the  High  Street  United  Presbyterian  that  they  had  declined  to  be  any  longer 
congregalion.  South  Gray's  Close.  The  members  of  the  Churi^h,  they  could  not 
call  bad  been  siimed  by  lifl  members  and  proceed  by  any  other  wsy  than  by  dcoisr- 
33  adherents.  The  presbytery  aastained  ing  that  they  be  cut  off  from  the  Cllnrcli 
and  concurred  in  the  call ;  and  on  its  being  on  the  ground  of  their  own  atatemenl,  ii 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr  Simpson,  he  ex-  fugitives  from  discipline.  The  Eev.  D. 
pressed  his  cordial  acceptance  of  it;  aud  Ogilvy  urged  the  importance  of  carryicg 
the  induction  was  appointed  to  take  place  ont  the  decision  of  the  Synod,  as  the  pariiei 
on  Tuesday  (he  SOth  July.  Dr  Smart  re-  might,  by  simply  withdrawing  from  llie 
ported  that  he  bad  cited  Messrs  Thomsim,  Chorch,  get  into  others,  and  in  courseof 
M'Sab,  and  Freer,  the  Slateford  dissen-  time  be  admitted  into  the  commuDionor 
tienis,  to  appear  at  this  meeting  of  preeby-  this  Church  without  the  consultation  of  ibe 
lery,  and  be  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr  presbytery.  The  Ber.  William  Heid  de- 
William  D.  Thomson,  dated  tbe  Ulh  June,  preeated  any  other  injunction  beingcarrieil 
acknowledging  receipt  of  tbe  citation  :  and  out  than  that  of  the  Synod.  The  partiel 
further  stating  that,  as  Mr  Freer  had  been,  leave  (he  Church  under  suapension,  snd 
and  still  was,  dangerously  ill,  they  could  they  would  not,  he  thought,  be  reponed  h 
not  consult  him  on  tbe  matter.  Dr  Smait  any  other  presbytery  than  (bat  from  wbiu 
further  stated  that  Mr  Freer  badamce  then  they  were  dissolved,  and  from  which  thej 
been  taken  away  by  death,  but  there  had  were  fugitives  from  discipline.  Be  wu 
been  laid  on  the  Cable  a  paper  signed  Mr  qrrite  prepared  to  move  that,  after  barini 
W.  D.  Thomson  and  Alex.  M'Nab,  con-  declined  to  obey  the  injunction  of  the 
taining  a  statement  in  reference  to  the  Synod,  the  presbytery,  in  terms  of  (he  Sy- 
caae ;  and  i[  would  be  for  the  presbyteiy  nod's  injunction,  declare  them  aospended 
to  say  whether  (hey  sbonld  hear  that  stale-  from  the  membership  of  the  United  Frei- 
ment  read  or  not.  After  some  discuasion,  byterian  Church  ;  and  that  if  they  carrj 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  ont  their  intention  to  leave  tbe  Church 
document  and  report  to  the  presbytery,  and  go  to  another,  (hey  shall  be  declared 
Dr  Smart  then  broughtnnderthenotieo  of  fngidves  from  juatice,  Mr  Rntbetford 
the  preabyten  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr  seconded  the  motion.  MrGemmellhs'uig 
Girdwood  of  Peaicuick,  and  the  preaching  seconded  Dr  Peddie's  motion,  they  wen 
of  the  church  vacant  by  the  Ber.  David  both  put  to  the  vote,  when  Mr  Beld'i  wu 
Duncan,  Howgate.    The  committee  ap-  carried  by  a  large  majority.    Dr  Snsrt 
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ti  a  paper  addressed  to  the  modB- 
eiag  a  petition  from  tbe  minoriij  of 
congregation,  Musselburgh,  ts- 
;  that  they  shonld  be  disjoined  from 
rch,  and  that  the  presb^terj  should 
fiem  Bupp!*  wiih  the  view  to  the 
m  of  a  new  congregation  in  Mns- 
l.  The  petition  was  signed  by  73 
's  and  15  adhereuls,  and  Messrs 
Iroolica,  Bums,  and  Wilhatn  Bow- 
"e  appointed  commiesioners  lo  sup- 
■ofore  the  preabjtery.  Mr  William 
was  heanl  in  support  of  Che  peti- 
le  stated  that  they  had  only  re- 
>  this  as  a  last  means  of  remaining 
■  in  chnrcb  capacity.  They  felt 
res  completely  tied  ap  to  the  ne- 
iF  leaving  the  charch  in  the  circam- 
and  he  was  himself  of  opinion  that 
id  a  claim  on  the  sympathies  of 
ibytery  in  their  present  condition. 
rs  of  the  presbytery  were  then  in- 
pDt  qnestione  to  the  commissiuner.s, 
>[  Peddie  asked  if  they  had  con- 
.  when  they  resolred  so  to  petition 
ibytety,  that  they  were  still  to  assist 
tributing  to  the  annnity  lo  Mr 
!ta,  their  retired  pastor.  The  com- 
m  replied  that  ihey  were  willing 
libote  (heir  share,  al[hou);h  it  could 
tipeeled,  aeeinff  the  majority  had 

«TWould  he  able  to  contribute  one- 
Uter  some  discussion,  Br  Peddie, 
fUinoni],  and  Mr  Bruce,  were  ap- 
i  •  cflmmittee  lo  confer  with  the 
ij,  sod  report.  The  hearing  of  Mr 
■OS's  trial  disconises  was  then  re- 
and,  on  being  sustaioed,  the  pres- 
ippointed  that  his  ordinalion  should 
ace  on  Wednesday  the  3 1  st  July,— 
an,  Ford,  to  preach ;  Mr  Jack,  to 
Hi  Anderson  is  to  beappointed  col- 
to  ordain;  and  Dr  Johnston,  Edin- 
■o  address  the  people.  M.  Qtardon, 
le  from  Geneva,  preached  his  trial 
'se  wiih  a  view  to  ordination  as  a 
lary  to  India.  It  was  agreed  that 
aid  he  ordiuned  in  Bronghton  Place 
',  ou  Monday  evening,  15th  Julv. 
onson  proposed  that  a  committee  of 
■efy  ahonld  be  named  lo  make  ar- 
oents  with  a  view  lo  the  revival  ser- 
'ppointed  by  the  Synod  to  be  held 
wat  tbe  Church  on  the  ilrst  week 
olwf.  The  motion  was  unanimously 
■to.  The  presbytery  then  adjourned, 
ijou..— This  presbytery  met  on  9lh 
*ben  it  was  agreed  to  sustain  the 
from  Regent  Place  congregation, 
»".  to  the  Rev.  Mr  Thomson,  Kirk- 
and  from  the  Pollokshaws  congrega- 
^  Mr  Sprotl,  Alexandria ;  and  com- 
loera  were  appointed  to  prosecute 
ilia  before  the  respective  presbyteries. 


A  letter  was  read  from  Dr  Somerville, 
Ed  in  burgh,  scaling  that  he,  along  with  tbe 
Bev.  D.  T.  K.  Drummond,  Edinburgh,  and 

the  conveners  of  the  Free  and  Esublished 
Cburch  Foreign  Mission  Com  mil  lees,  had 
appointed  Mr  David  Williamson,  a  licen- 
tiate of  the  Glasgow  United  PresbjCerian 
Presbytery,  as  successor  lo  the  laie  Mr 
Bosie  of  the  Bombay  Harbour  Mission, 
and  asking  tbe  presbytery  to  take  him  on 
trial,  and  ordain  him  as  a  missionary.  The 
request  was  agreed  Co,  There  was  uo  other 
business  of  importance. 

Hamilton. —  This  presbyteiy  met  inMuir 
Street  Church  hall,  on  SGch  March— the 
Rev.  Mr  Qunion,  moderator /iro  tem.  Messrs 
A.  Alston,  James  Martin,  and  John  Young, 
students,  delivered  discourses,  which  were 
sustained.  These  students,  along  with 
Messrs  W.  B.  Wilson,  John  Gilmoot,  and 
Jamea  Allison,  were  examined  in  Greek 
and  Biblical  Criticism,  to  ihe  satisfaction 
of  the  presbytery.  Messrs  I^ughland  and 
Gunion  were  appointed  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Bills  and  Overtares  at  the 
approaching  meeting  of  Synod.  The  pres- 
bytery agreed  to  hold  their  annual  mis- 
sionary and  prayer  meeting  on  the  23d 
April,  and  appointed  Messrs  Struchers  and 


•nthat 


solved 
hold  a  conference  aj 
of  promoting  a  revival  of  religion. — The 
presbyter;  met  in  the  same  place  on  the 
23d  April — the  Rev.  Mr  Brown,  modera- 
tor. The  annual  missionary  and  prayer 
meeting  was  held  j  the  Bev.  Mr  Scruthera 
led  the  devotions,  after  which  the  presby- 
tery had  a  long  deliberation  on  the  subject 
of  missions.  Thu  Hev.  Mr  Leys  then  en- 
gaged in  prayer,  and  the  presbytery  held  a 
conference  on  the  best  means  of  promoting 
a  revival  of  religion.  Several  members 
of  court  gave  an  account  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, and  the  conference  was  adjourned 
till  next  meeting. — This  presbytery  met  in" 
the  same  place  on  the  aSlh  May — the  Rev. 
Mr  Gunion,  moderator  pro  tem.  Messrs 
William  8.  Wilson,  James  Allison,  John 
Gilmour,  James  Martin,  and  John  Young, 
students,  delivered  discourses,  which  Wei's 
sustained.  These  stoilenls,  along  with  Mr 
Andrew  Alston,  were  also  examined  in 
Theology   and   Church   History, 


superintendence  had  delivered  the  various 
discourses  and  performed  the  respective 
exercises  prescribed  lo  tbem  since  last 
session,  instructed  the  clerk  to  certify  them 
to  the  Divinity  Hall.  Messrs  John  N. 
Bussel  and  John  Qibson,  having  attended 
the  regular  literary  and  philosophical 
classes  in  Ihe  University,  were  proposed 
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am  ItELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 

bjtbeirreqieeUTepiutonfDrexamiiiiUion,  the  satiifacdos  of  the  presbTteiy.     Hi 

In  order  to  be  admitted  to  the  Dtrinity  John  Patenon,  hating  finished  hUliKrarjr 

Hall;  and  this  examination  was  appointed  and  philoBophical  curriculnm,  was  ex- 
to  take  place  at  next  meeting,  olpresby-  ainined  bj  written  papers,  for  admiEaionto 
ter?,  on  the  Uat  Tuesds/  of  Jofio.  Tbe  the  Divinltj  Hall,  on  all  the  branchea  of 
minialera  in  Hamilion,  and  the  elder  from  his  nniveraity  studied,  and  was  nnanl- 
eachof  their  congregations,  were  appointed  moutJj  approved  and  certified.  TheBev. 
a,  Atanding  commiitea  on  Missiona— Mr  Mr  Benton,  in  bringing  before  the  preabj- 
M'Farlane,  convener.  — This  presbjtei-y  terj  the  Lord  Advocate'sEdncationBi11,aJ 
again  met  in  tbe  same  place  on  the  25th  a  measure  to  the  principal  clauses  of  whirh 
June — the  Rev.  Mr  Brown,  moderator,  he  tviahed  theirspecialatlention,  said — An 
Appeared,  Messrs  John  N.  Kuasel  and  old,  narrow,  defective,  partial,  and  tbere- 
Jobn  Gibson,  students,  proposed  at  last  fare  inadequate  and  unjust  system,  may  be 
meeting,  snd  wore  examined  for  admission  an  abject  of  forbearance,  because  framed 
to  the  Divinity  Hall,  according  to  printed  in  other  times  and  circDmetaDcea.  Bm 
papers  prepared  by  tbe  Synod's  Committee  when  ita  reform  i*  proposed,  we  have  a 
on  Theological  Education.  The  examina-  right  to  espect  that  its  objectionable  cha- 
tors  appointed,  reported  favourably  aa  to  racteristics  will  be  removed,^  and  that  it 
the  written  answers  given  by  both  aiudents,  will  be  adapted  to  present  times,  and  to 
and  the  presbytery  unanimonsly  agreed  to  just  principles.  I  have  never  seen  any 
transmit  them  to  the  Divinity  Hall.  A  measure  brought  into  Parliament  for  tlie 
communication  was  read,  stating  that  the  reform  of  the  parochial  schools  that  was 
Committee  on  Theological  Education  were  Icaa  entitled  to  tbe  name  of  reform,  or  was 
authoriied  to  supply  presbyteries  with  such  a  more  miserable  patching  Dp  of  the  pre- 
boobs  as  they  might  reqnire  for  conductins  aent  system,  than  the  Parochial  and  Burgh 
the  examination  of  students,  and  tbe  clerk  Schools  Bill  now  on  the  table  of  the  Houia 
was  instructed  to  apply  for  several  of  these,  of  Commons.  The  first  object  is  to  in- 
Next  meeting  is  (o  be  held  on  the  last  crease  the  salaries  of  the  schoolmaGters. 
Tuesday  of  August.  How,  I  do  not  object  to  increased  silariai 
Kelio, —  Thia  presbytery  met  on  the  Sd  —to  much  increased  salaries—to  school- 
July  in  the  session-house  of  the  X'irst  masters  who  shall  be  thoroughly  competent 
United  Presbyterian  Cbnrch  —  the  Rev.  to  do  their  duty,  and  who  shall  doit.  Bat 
David  Cairns,  moderator  pro  lem.  The  a  prctions  point  to  any  increase  of  salanet 
Rev.  Robert  Cranaton  reported  that  he  had  is  a  provision  and  guarantee  for  good  teach- 
preaided  at  the  moderation  in  a  call  at  iDg,  and  an  efficient  discharge  of  the  scbool- 
Yetbolm  on  the  5th  June,  when  Ur  Ebe-  master'a  office.  Now,  that  is  what  this  bill 
neier  Ersliine  Wbyle  had  been  elected  by  does  not  provide,  and  what  tbe  connWy 
a  large  majority,  and  laid  the  call  on  the  docs  not  at  present  possess.  So  far  fnm 
table.  A  petition  was  at  the  same  time  this,  the  office  is  otlen  held  by  wholly  in- 
presented  from  the  congregation,  praying  efficient  and  incompetent  men.  In  olber 
the  presbytery  to  sustain  the  call,  and  lo  cases,  where  the  men  are  competent  and 
take  atepa  for  expediting  the  settlement  of  efficient,  their  dnties  are  neglected  for 
MrWhyte.  Messrs  Hunter  and  Davidson  other  avocations.  On  Fridays,  our  market 
appeared  as  commissioners,  and  atated  that  days,  it  is  oDitB  notorious  that  there  may 
the  call  had  been  regularly  signed,  as  the  be  seen  half  a  dozen  parish  schoolmattei) 
attestations  to  it  bore,  hy  143  members  out  trotting  about  in  the  market ;  and  if  it  it 
of  a  communion  roll  of  215,  and  by  15  ad-  asked  how  they  come  to  be  here,  the  answer 
herenis,  and  that  there  was  no  opposition  is,  ibey  are  down  on  some  business  aa  poor 
nor  dissent.  On  tbe  motion  of  the  Rev.  law  inspectors,  and  their  schools  are  in 
Henry  Kenton,  the  presbytery  approved  of  consequence  vacated,  and  their  pupils  de- 
the  conduct  of  Mr  Cranston,  and.  sustained  prived  of  a  fifth  part  of  their  week'd  in- 
the  call  as  a  Gospel  call  regularly  pro-  struction.  It  is  well  known  that  tbe 
ceeded  in  ;  and  they  also  concurred  in  tbe  parochial  schoolmasters  have  often  a  mnl- 
same,  and  resolved,  along  with  intimatloa  tiplicity  of  offices,  as  inspectors  of  pcoi, 
of  this  decision,  to  prescribe  trials  for  or-  parish  registrars,  session -clerks,  and  oib«r 
ditiaiion  to  Mr  Whyte,  and  to  require  his  avocations,  and  that  their  salary  as  teachers 
answer  at  next  ordinary  meeting  on  the  is  merely  one  item  of  tbeir  income.  Bat 
S3d  prox.  The  presbyter;  then  proceeded  if  the  Legislature  is  to  increase  tbeir  s«li- 
with  the  annual  CKamihation  andexercisea  riea,  the  first  thing  necessary  is  lo  securs 
of  the  students  under  ita  care.  Mr  Robert  the  efficient  discharge  of  their  duties  ai 
Heron,  B.A.,  delivered  a  homily,  which  teachers.  The  good  leaching  of  the  eliit- 
was  highly  commended.  He  and  Mr  J.  dren,  for  whom  the  schools  are  designed, 
HiH  were  exumined  on  Biblical  Criticism,  and  who  are  almost  wholly  those  of  lb* 
Church  History,  Divinity,  and  the  History  working  classes,  is  the  primary  object.  For 
of  Doctrines,  and  acquitted  themselves  to  that  a  good  salary  will  never  be  grudged. 
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ltliat,uicreueofMUr7.ia,m  maDf. 
inly  a  bonnly  on  indolence  »nd 
ice;  and  for  this  primarj  object- 
end  of  llie  schools — this  bill  makes 
ision  whacerer.  Again,  if  salaries 
M  raised  b;  asseBsment,  tbe  first 

9  of  jaatice  is,  that  those  wbo  pa/ 
isment  should  be  fairly  represented 
loard  or  cominittee  who  award  the 
ind  elect  the  teacher.  But  this 
J,  so  widely  recognised  in  oar 
30  in  other  matters,  and  in  every 
I  relation  to  the  poor,  is  id  this  bill 
gaared.  Half  the  salarj'  is  to  be 
rom  the  tenants ;  hot  they  are  lo 

Toica  whatever  in  fi:iiiig  it,  or  in 
I  the  teacher.  Both  of  these  powers 
to  a  body,  consisting  of  the  parish 
',  who  does  not  pay  s  farthing  of 
>[7,  and  the  heritors,  not  one  of 
nay  reside  in  the  parish,  and  not 
ibom  has  ever  a  child  at  the  Echool. 
as  in  all  cases  of  lacal  taxation,  no 
shoald  have  anything  to  do  with 
loaition  of  the  ssscssnient,  or  the, 
irent  to  the  office,  who  are  not 
crs;  and  all  who  are  rated  ought 
presented  ia  both.  There  are  many 
I  nhere  the  majority  of  the  tenants 
iseniers;  and,  forsooth,  they  must 
If  the  salary  without  having  any 
a  iu  allocation,  or  in  the  appoint- 
)f  the  teacher.  I  don't  tonch  the 
itbout  new  examiners,  or  thesub- 
■d  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Sheriff  for 
lie  presbytery.  Bat  in  regard  to 
M  tubject  of  tests,  I  hold  that  the 

a  iham.  It  keeps  the  promise  to 
i  and  breaks  it  to  the  hope.  Tbe 
suncipation  it  brings  is  liberty  to 
loolmasiers  to  change  ibeir  deno- 
"iwithoat  forfeiting  their  civil  office, 
I  highly  approve  of;  for  their  posi- 
I  this  respect  has  been  one  of  great 
Biion— the  only  men  holding  civil 
'0  Scotland  who  could  not  cliange 
ihnrch  without  leaving  their  office, 
file  the  test  is  professedly  aboliahed, 
inount  declaration  is  required,  which 
"iientiouB  man,  differing  from  ihe 
imn  and  Catechism,  for  example, 

sabject  of  infant  baptism,  could  not 
and  which  a  principled  Dissenter, 
g  theprineiples  of  our  Chnreh,  would 
.to  take,  as  troly  as  the  test,  as  a  de- 
lon  which  the  Legislature  have  no 

10  impose.  We  all  hold  religiuus 
clion  to  be  an  essential,  nav,  lo  bo 
■iniarr  and  to  be 
"ofachild'sedu 
I  is  not  Parliament  that  is  entrusted 
'K  care  of  this  matter,  hut  the  parent 
heChnrch  under  whose  care  the  child 
««] ;  and  that  nothing  is  more  un- 
'^'^,  u  well  as  illegitimate,  than  the 


Parliament'^  interference  to, provide  foP 
the  retiaious  instruction  of  the  children  in. 
Scotland.  I  am  surprised  to  observe  so. 
little  attention  to  this  bill.  Probably  that, 
may  arise  from  a  general  idea  that  it  will 
be  abortive.  But  no  bill  has  been  intro- 
duced less  worthy  of  the  support  of  Dis- 
senters, or  more  deserving  tbeir  opposition, 
connected  with  an  alteration  in  the  pa- 
rochial sohoolsi  and  were  it  to  pass,  I 
conceive  it  will  only  be  an  additional  ob- 
struction in  tbe  way  of  a  great,  enlightened, 
and  comprehensive  measure.  On  these 
gronods,  I  move  that,  as  there  is  not  in  this 
bill  a  true  and  thorough  abolition  of  the 
test  for  schoolmasters,  and  no  provisioa. 
for  their  more  efficient  discharge  of  theii, 
duties,  and nopopolarinQaence  Introduced 
into  their  election,  the  presbytery  pro- 
nounce it  utterly  unworthy  of  any  support 
from  the  members  of  the  Church,  and  peti- 
tion the  House  of  Commons  to  reject  the. 
bill — said  petition  to  be  signed  by  the  mo- 
derator and  clerk,  and  that  the  memberi 
for  tbe  counties  of  Roxburgh  and  Berwick, 
and  for  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  be  re- 
quested to  support  its  prayer.  Mr  Crans- 
toun  said  he  was  glad  the  motion  had  been. 
maile,  and  would  cordially  support  it,  as 
he  thought  it  one  of  the  most  abominable 
bills  that  bad  ever  been  proposed.  Mr 
Hay  would  support  the  motion  with  all  his 
heart,  and  could  also  support  tbe  further 
motion  which  Mr  Renion  mentioned,  to, 
petition  against  the  bill.  He  thought  it  the 
duty  of  every  Church  court  of  their  deno- 
mination to  take  those  steps  by  which  their 
distinctive  principles  should  be  brought, 
out,  and  their  interests  protected.  Mr 
Jarvie  observed  that  tbey  had  all  alons 
taken  the  ground  which  Mr  Benton  had. 
now  taken,  that  they  would  not  tend  their 
influence  to  support  tbe  increase  of  tho 
salaries  of  tbe  schoolmasters  unless  there 
was  security  given  for  the  more  eflBcient 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  provisirn 
made  for  access  to  that  ofBce  of  the  right 
sort  of  men  of  any  denomination.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  provisions  in  the 
hiil  for  new  entrance  was  confined  to  Free 
Churchmen,  and  ho  was  not  surprised  that 
that  Church  had  given  indications  of  their 
approval  of  it.  Atthe  same  time,  be  did  not 
think  it  held  out  any  hindrance  to  United 
rresbyteriana  entering  the  schools,  because, 
BO  far  as  the  religious  duties  were  con- 
cerned, there  was  nothing  required  which, 
was  against  their  views,  provided  the 
teachers  could  take  the  test.  They  wished 
the  Bible  and  Shorter  Catechism  still  to 
be  taught  in  the  schouls  ;  but  all  along  they 
had  objected  to  the  civil  magistrate  en* 
forcing  this-by  his  authority.  He  thoooht 
that  in  all  schools  where  Dissenters  had  (t. 
share  in  the  management  they  would  ad- 
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Ii«re  to  the  tue  of  the  Bible  md  Shorter  remarked,  that  although  hehad  netcrpaid 

Catechism  in  the  schools,  thoogh  bf  a  (he    fusesEoieiit    for   the   ichoolinaBter'i 

differeht  machine  IT-    Thetest,  hethought,  ealarj,  he  vaa  aware  that  a  good  manj 

shoald  be  impoeed  bj  the  parents  and  re-  tenants  did  pay  it.    Mr  Benton  eaid  the 

llgious  guardians  of  the  children,  not  in  ita  aesessine  clause  wonld  bring  all  lenanii 

present  form,  bat  bj  the  iitflnence  of  their  paying  L.4  or  npnarda  within  the  ecope  of 

opinion  ;  and  be  thought  that  these  parties  the  bill.     There  were  various  parts  of  the 

Bhould  hare  some  Toice  in  the  election  of  measare  objectionable ;  but,  in  his  remarks, 

the  teacher.    He  had  no  fear  that  qnalifted  lie  bad  onlj  referred  to  those  which  went 

and  evangelical  teachers  would  be  elected  against  the  principles  of  justice  and  con- 

bj  the  people.    For  his  part,  he  thought  science.    They  had  for  years  been  asking 

we  bill  would  be  carried  b;  the  combined  for  the  abolition  of  teats,  and  for  the  trans- 

nid  of  the  Free  Chnrch  and  a  section  of  the  ferenee  of  the  parish  schools  to  popnlor 

Establishment,  alchongh,  perhapt,  the  op-  boards  ;  but  this  bill  goes  in  the  teeth  of 

position  of  the  Bissencers  and  the  other  all  these,  and  vests  the  appointment  of  the 

section  of  the  EslBblishmeut  might  pro-  teacher  in  the  parish  minister,  fortheheri- 

cnre  its  rejection.    Wt  Milne  could  fully  tors  in  this  matter  were  often  nobody.  Tbe 

support  the  motioDiOf  Hr  Reulou.    There  motion  was  in  both  its  parts  unanimoaslv 

were  a  number  of  dauses  in  the  bill  which  and  cordially  adopted.    After  transacting 

be  did  not  like  ;  for  insiance,  that  vesting  some  rantiue  business,  Che  preshyteiy  aif- 

tbe  election  of  the  parish  schoolmaster  in  joomed. 

(he  hands  of  the  parish  minister  and  the  Neiecaiille. — This  presbytery  met  on  ths 
heritors.  The  institutioa  of  a  hoard  of  2d  July — the  Ber.  Alexander  Shennan, 
university  eiarainers  seemed  to  him  so  far  moderator  pro  tem.  The  Rev.  Hueh  S. 
good ;  but  the  oondition  that  two  of  tbe  Campbell  was  chosen  moderator  tUl  tbe 
members  of  each  of  these  boards  should  end  of  December.  The  deputation  fur 
be  members  of  the  Established  Church,  Towlaw  reported  their  having  visited  Ibat 
showed  that  there  was  to  he  a  complete  place,  and  others  in  the  same  extended  dis- 
ahutting  of  the  door  against  Dissenters,  trict ;  that  they  had  met  with  a  cordial 
But  be  was  qnite  opposed  to  the  hill  as  a  reception  from  friends  there;  that  they  bad 
whole,  and  was  prepared  to  support  the  obtained  tbe  nse  of  s  public  hall,  when 
further  motion  to  petition  Parliament  they  preached  on  two  Sabbaths,  and  on 
against  it.  Mr  Poison  ibonghtthe  bill  ex-  week-day  evenings,  to  congregations  of  re- 
ceedingly  nosatiafoclory.  It  was  an  open-  speclahle  nombcTs,  who  expressed  their 
ing,  and  yet  a  holding  back.  There  would  great  gratification  with  the  kind  visit  they 
be  no  opening  up  of  the  parish  schools  if  had  received,  their  earnest  desire  for  a 
the  appointment  of  teachers  was  still  to  re-  regular  snpplj  of  preaching,  and  their 
main  in  tbe  hands  of  the  parish  ministers  readiness  to  employ  their  best  eSbrU  for 
and  heritors.  There  Would,  indeed,  be  few  supporting  the  Gospel  among  them.  The 
schools  into  which  even  Free  Church  deputation  further  reported,  that,  subject 
teachers  would  get  access.  In  regard  to  to  the  approbation  of  the  presbyleiy,  thej 
the  clause  ofthe  bill  enactingthattheone-  had  made  arranoements  for  supply  of 
half  of  l4ie  salary  should  he  paid  by  the  preaching  at  Towlaw  during  the  month  of 
tenants,  he  observed  that  it  was  putting  in  July  ;  tbe  people  there  to  meet  the  expense 
force  a  law  which  had  not  hitherto  been  of  such  supply  for  two  weeks,  and  for  lie 
generally  enforced,  while  it  gave  the  ten-  other  two  to  be  provided  by  the  presbvterj. 
ants  no  power  in  regard  to  [he  appointment  Their  proceedings  were  approved,  thaati 
of  (he  teacher.  He  did  not  see  bow  ibe  were  given  to  them  for  their  services,  and 
Honse  of  Coinmons  would  pass  such  a  it  was  resolved  to  prosecnte  the  measures 
measure.  The  sop  thrown  out  by  subs ti-  they  hadproposedforjuly.  Arrangemenii 
tating  the  declaration  for  the  lest  did  not  for  additional  evangelistic  efforts  were  con- 
satisfy  him,  and  he  wottld  rather  see  the  signed  to  the  Mission  Committee.  In  par- 
appointment  and  snperintendence  of  the  snance  of  the  Synod's  scheme  for  this 
schoolmaster  in  tbe  hands  of  a  certain  department  of  missionary  enterprise,  the 
nnmberof  properly  qualified  persons;  and  Rev.  Mr  Wood  is  expected  to  co-oper«le 
he  felt  sure  that  if  the  achoolmsster  was  with  this  presbytery  in  the  course  of  ibe 
not  safe  with  them,  he  was  not  safe  with  present  month.  Mr  Barrie  having  reeignid 
tbe  test.  He  would  not  oppose  any  motion  bis  pastoral  charge  of  the  congregation  in 
to  petition  the  Honse  of  Commons  against  Swalwell,  and  the  people,  judging  of  llie 
the  bill,  because,  althongh  he  had  a  feel-  state  of  matters  there,  not  requesting  their 
ing  against  that  Conn  taking  up  Parlia-  minister  to  remain  among  them,  the  pres- 
mentaryraeasuresgenerally,hefelltbattbi»  bylerj,  on  considering  the  painful  cit- 
bill  came  within  their  province.'  Mr  Scott,  cumstances  of  the  case,  now  accepted  his 
elder,  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  thinking  resignation,  and  appointed  Mr  Potter  lo 
lomeofiUcUusesvery  objectionable.    Be  preach  at  Svralwell  on  Sabbath  nezt,tli» 
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Tlh  July,  then  to  annoniiM  thia  deciiion 
lolba  cDogregatioil.  Mr  Yonng,  in  pnr- 
lUDce  of  previonB  notice,  Introduced  & 
molioD  to  tha  folloiriDg  effect :— "  Thai  [he 
picibylcTy  agree  to  take  iteps  for  e«ls- 
bliabing  h  iMtioa  in  Oateahead,  and  now 
Kuil  the  case  for  the  conaideration  of  the 
nuions  that  may  be  aftecced  by  it."  This 
*u  leeaiiied,  bj  a  large  majority  of  10  to 
i  noi  deeming  it  neceiaarj,  at  present, 
knha  u  entertain  the  motion.  It  was, 
boire'er,  agreed  that  Mr  Wood,  in  tha 
ccureeofhia  evangelistic  services  In  this 
diilrio,  shonid  have  one  day  devoted  to 
Nencaitle  and  two  to  Gateshead.  The 
niDiiten  of  North  and  Sonth  ShielJ)  were 
ippointed  a  commitiee  (Mr  Salmond,  con- 
'loer),  to  receive  the  leaidne  of  Hr  Grey's 
(lercUes,  and  to  report  at  next  meeting  of 
ibe  presbyteiy,  on  the  Ist  Tuesday  of 
;  August.  Arrangementi  snggeeted  m  a 
dicaiu  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Home 
Knion  Board,  as  to  mpplements,  were 
conjidered,  and  it  was  reaolved,  with  the 
congregations  concarring,  to  have  them 
cimed  into  efleol. 


The  laying  of  the  foundation- stone  of 
the  chnrch  now  budding  in  Dunfermline 
bv  the  ChaliaerB  Street  congregation  took, 
place  on  lOth  July. 


redo/D).— Mr  EbeneierE.Whyte,  called 
<ni  the  5ih  June — Rev.  Mr  Cranston,  Mo  re- 
build, presiding;. 

Perth,  York  Place  ChurcA.—Tbe  Hev. 
Junes  Frame,  Peterhead,  called  on  the  Sd 

Siirling,  Erddnt  CiiireA.— Mr  John  Tait 
Gowsnluck,  Edinburgh,  called  on  the  2d 

July,  as  colleagoe  and   

Rev.  John  Steedman, 


OBDINlTIOn. 


Claijoiii,  Springbum. — The  Rev.  J.  A. 
JohnaWne,  late  of  West  Linton,  inducted 
on  the  3d  July— Mr  Pertit  presiding. 


NXW  CHUBCH  AT^BLEKSBUBOB. 

The  elegant  church,  built  at  Helensburgh 

bytheoongregationoftheRev.  David  Duff,- 
was  opened  fur  the  first  time  on  Sabbath, 
JlhJuly.  Dr  King,  of Greyfriars",  Gl»s- 
eow,  officiated  in  the  forenoon,  Mr  Duff  in 
(ha  afternoon,  and  Dr  Caird  in  the  even- 
ing. The  large  som  of  L.4B0  was  collected 
u  the  doora  in  aid  of  the  building  fund. 


of  elders  connected  with  our 
Churcli  in  Edinburgh  and  Leith  was  held 
in  Queen  Street  Hall,  on  the  evening  of 
ISth  July,  to  consider  an  overture  sent  up 
by  the  Bristo  Street  sesaiou  to  the  last 
Synod,  in  reference  to  changing  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  Church  from  a  Synod 
into  a  General  Assembly.  There  was  a 
considerable  attendance.  Mr  Bum  was 
called  to  the  chair.  The  meeting  was 
opened  with  prayer  bj  Mr  Turn  bull,  after 
which  the  chairman  slated  briefly  the  ob- 
ject of  the  meeting.  Mr  Thin  read  letters 
of  apology  from  several  elders. 

Mr  RoBKBTso:!,  Nicolson  Street  Cbnrcb, 
moved  the  first  reaolution; — "That  this 
meeting  approve  of  the  principle  involved 
in  the  overture  of  the  Brialo  Street  ses- 
sion." He  said  that,  virtually,  in  their 
Church,  although  perhaps  in  theory  the 
most  popular  representative  Church  in  the 
land,  (he  practice  had  failed.  Experience 
had  taught  them  that,  year  hy  year,  the 
average  attendance  at  the  Synod,  instead 
of  being  1040,  as  it  ouKht  to  be,  was  only 
one-half;  and  another  curious  feet  was, 
that  while  the  attendance  of  ministers  was 
abont  one-half,  the  average  attendance  of 
elders  was  only  about  oue-fourth ;  so  that, 
at  the  Synod,  the  attendance  consisted 
actuall;  of  three-fotirth  ministers  and  one- 
fourth  elders.  Then  it  was  evident  (hat, 
if  the  whole  thousand  members  attended, 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  conduct 
business,  and  the  Synod  would  be  cum- 
bersome and  unwieldy.  The  principle  of 
the  representative  Assembly  would  vir- 
tually he,  that  every  member  of  the  present 
Synod  should  be  a  member  of  the  Assem- 
bly once  in  three  years;  and,  instead  of 
being  large  and  unwieldy,  it  would  be  a 
compact  Asaembty  of  390  ntcmbers.'  He 
would  not  enter  into  the  question  of  pro- 
vincial Synods,  as  it  was  not  uecessarily 
connected  with  this  sufajert. 

Mr  R.  Paterson  seconded  the  motion, 
Bod  read  statistics  of  the  various  presby- 
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teriw  of  the  Church,  ahowmg  ttie  imall 
proportion  of  eldere  who  atlended.  The 
Sjood  coDBJsted  ullogethcr  ui  1064  mem- 
ben— 536  miniaters  and  538  elders.  Of 
thexe,  there  attended  the  Synod  3S2  mini- 
Hera  and  159  elders.  If  [he  propoeal  in 
the  overture  were  carried,  it  would  give 
their  supreme  court  uuity,  and  it»  mem- 
bers a  sreaier  sense  of  responeibilit;. 

Mr  Elijs  mggested  that  ministers  who 
attended  the  Synod,  who  were  not  mem- 
bers, sbontd  be  received  aa  corresponding; 
members, — that  was,  should  have  a  de- 
liberative but  not  a  voting  voice. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mt  TiiT 
and  Mr  J.  D.  Fbddib,  the  motion,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr  DioKBON  moved,  "That  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  take  measures  to 
further  the  scheme,  by  opening  up  a  cor- 
respondence with  other  sessions  Chroush- 
□D[  the  country,  and  adopting  sQoh  ouei 
ileps  as  they  tc^  deem  advisable." 

Mr  Hendbbsoh  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr  B.u,L£Hr  demurred  to  this  resolu- 
tion. It  proposed  to  carry  on  an  agitation 
in  Ibe  Church  beyond  the  ordinary  chao- 
nels  of  Presbylerianism,  and  be  therefore 
begged  to  move  the  previous  question. 

After  remarks  from  several  members, 

Mr  JiMEs  Pkddib,  W.S.,  objected  to 
the  large  powers  proposed  to  be  given  to 
this  committee.  He  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  appoint  a  committee  to' take  steps 
to  publish  the  Srst  resolution. 

After  a  lengthened  discussion,  in  the 
course  of  which  several  modifications  were 
proposed,  the  motian  was  ultimately  agreed 
loin  the  following  form;— "That  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  publiGb  this  resolu- 
tion, and  to  communicate  it  to  the  sessions 
of  the  Charcb,  with  inelructions  to  call,  if 
necessary,  another  meeting  of  the  elders  in 
Kdinbargh  and  Leith." 

A  committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly; and  Mr  John  Dickeuc,  Hanover 
Street,  was  appointed  to  receive  subscrip- 
tions to  delray  w.halever  expenses  might 
be  incurred. 

A  vole  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  ter- 
minated the  proceedings. 


Coinrie.  And  I  am  now  again  called,  in. 
the  providence  of  God,  to  occupy  Ibe  same 
place  for  a  different  purpose, — lo  intimsie 
the  vacancy  of  the  congregation  in  oonie- 
quence  of  the  death  of  him  who  was  tbeD 
me  object  of  youi' ananimouB  choice.  It 
is  with  mingled  feelings  that  I  appeir 
before  you.  The  recollection  of  ihirtj 
years  of  friendly  intercourse,  nnbrokeo  by 
strife,  uninlerrupled  by  alienation,  and 
nndistQibed  by  suspicion,  while  it  csils  for 
gratitude  to  God  for  so  valuable  a  blcssisE, 
fills  me  with  sorrow  for  ila  termination. 
And  I  have  no  douht  that  similar  emotionB 
are  struggling  in  your  bosoms.  While  ynn 
bave  cause  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  who 
was  to  you  a  faithful  minister  of  the  Word, 
you  ought  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  the 
privilege  so  long  enjoyed  by  you.  I  do  not 
mean  to  dwell  at  length  on  the  character, 
private  and  public,  of  your  deceased  pat- 
tor.  This  is  not  neceseary,  ai  you  bave 
had  belter  opportunities,  in  some  resperti, 
than  I  bad,  to  form  a  true  estimate  of  it 
But,  considering  the  intimacy  with  him 
which  I  enjoyed,  and  the  service  which  I 
have  been  requested  to  perform  Ibisdif, 
it  would  bo  wrong  to  be  altogether  silent. 
In  one  of  the  epistles  to  the  Thesislo- 
nians,  Paul,  speaking  in  the  name  of  aiu 
and  Timothy,  as  well  as  for  himself,  mji. 


More  than  thirty  years  ago,  I  occupied  the 
place  where  1  now  stand,  by  appointment 
of  the  Uni[ed  Secession  Presbytery  of 
Edinbui^h,  to  moderate  in  a  call  for  one 
to  be  assistant  and  successor  to  your  then 
aged  and  venerable  pastor,  the  Bev.  P, 


behaved  ourselves  among  you  that  believe; 
as  ye  know  how  we  exhorted  and  com- 
foried,  and  charged  every  one  of  you,  ass 
father  doth  his  children,  that  ye  would 
walk  worthy  of  God,  who  bath  called  yon 
unto  His  kingdom  and  glory,"  I  do  sol 
know  any  minister  of  ibe  Gospel  who  hia 
a  belter  claim  to  appropriate  these  wotdi 
than  your  late  pastor  had,  or  to  whon 
they  mighl  with  more  truth  be  applied, " 
descriptive  of  hie  personal  character  and 
bis  official  labours. 
Hi      

preached.  He  was  "an  example  of  iht 
believers  in  word,  in  cocVcrsalioD,  in 
charily,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity."  He 
gave  "no  offenoe  in  anyihing," — no  o«»- 
sion  to  those  who  watch  for  the  bsUisgof 
Christians,  and  especially  of  CbriilisD 
ministers,  to  speak  evil  of  his  good.  Il 
his  bosom,  envy  and  jcalonsy,  writb  isd 
bitlemesa,  pride  and  malice,  bad  no  dwelt' 
ing-place;  and  hii  destitution  of  ihue 
evil  passions,  combined  with  the  integritfi 
unassnraingnesB,  beoevolence,  and  gentk- 
nesa  which  guided  his  whole  conduct,  p'O' 
duced  a  blamelessness  and  amiablenews' 
character  which  gave  him  a  high  pUcei> 
the  esteem  and  affection,  not  onlyofM' 
members  of  his  congregation,  bat  of  i" 
brethren  in  the  ministry,  and  of  ill  *'"' 
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■mn  icqnMnted  witb  him.  His  iialaral< 
ilitpoBitkiBB  would,  even  though  he  hod 
been  a  stranger  [o  reli^on,  have  dj-Hwn 
forth  the  raapeot  of  those  who  bad  inter- 
mane  with  hioj;  but,  being  guided  and 
controlled  in  all  their  activity  by  love  to 
God  and  to  man,  they  entitled  him  to  the 
commendation  which  our  Xord  accorded 
10  Sathanael, — "Behold  an  Istaeliw  in- 
dead,  in  whom  is  no  gniie." 

It  ii  almost  nnneeesiuj  to  notice  that, 
lite  Paul,  he  bad  detennined  to  know 
iDthing  in  his  miniatrationa  save  Jesaa 
Christ  and  Him  crucifledi  orthal,  while  he 
(lid  not,  from  unwurlhy  motives,  shnu  to 
declare  aaj  part  of  the  coansel  of  God,  he 
regarded  Chriat  cracified  as  the  aun  and 
tentre  of  the  whole  Bjiatcm  of  imth,  doc- 
irinal  and  practical,  which  he  was  pri- 
vilcBed  to  preach.  Thia,  I  trust,  may  with 
itulh  ba  satd  of  all  the  ministera  of  our 
Church.  There  are,  however,  diversities 
ofgiFts  amoDg  the  taitfafal  ministers  of  Che 
Woidj  and  the  compleiion  of  their  palpit 
miniatrationi  is  determined  partly  by  their 
menial  conatitation,  and  partly  by  the  eir- 
cumetancea  in  which  they  are  placed,  and 
iha  object  at  which  they  aim.  Were  I 
adied  lo  characterize  the  preaching  of 
;onr  deceased  pastor  by  a  single  term,  I 
'nuld  say  that  ita  moat  prominent  feature 
»a3,  Useralneaa.  Hie  aim  waa  not  lo  ex- 
inie  ID  bis  hearers  anrpriae  and  admiration, 
or  to  please  the  fancy  or  the  intellect  by 
novel  and  startling  modes  of  presenting 
divine  Irnth;  bat  to  do  them  good  in  a 
ipiriiual  respect:  and  his  discotusea  were 
1^  adapted  to  gain  this  end.  The  im- 
poitacce  of  the  subjects  ueaally  selected 
^jhitD  for  illustration,  the  clear  and  prac- 
tice expoaition  which  he  gave  of  them, 
snd  the  impressive  earuesincss  with  which 
lie  inculcated  them,  all  combined  lo  make 
ihem  eminently  useful  as  a  means,  in  the 
hand  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  of  '•  convincing 
and  converting  sianera,  and  of  building 
Aim  up  in  holiness  and  cotnfort,  through 
faith,  unto  salvation," 

Ton  know,  too,  how  faithful  and  diligent 
he  was  in  tlie  performance  of  all  the  more 
private  duties  of  the  ministerial  office. 
Those  especially  among  you  who  have  es- 
Krieaced  affliction  and  trials,  can  tell  how 
ready  he  was  at  all  times,  though  at  the 
liMt  of  much  labour  and  inconvenience  to 
himself,  to  visit  the  house  of  mourning, 
and  impart  lo  its  inmates  tbc  encourage- 
lient  and  comfort  which  are  derived  from 
"leprecioastmtha  and  promises  of  God's 
I'ord.  This  was  a  ajrvice  which  he  waa 
unaaliSed  aa  he  whs  willing  to  perform  j 
and  hii  attention  to  it,  as  much  as  any 
other  pan  of  his  official  labours,  endeared 
him  to  jonr  hearts. 

^OT  should  it  he  overlooked,  in  this 


ialf  of  the 

flock  committed  lo  his  charge  by  the  great. 
Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  and  in  his  entreatiet. 
for  the  divine  blessing  U>  accompany  and 
to  give  success  lo  his  efforts  for  their 
spiritual  benefit;  and  that  in  proportion 
to  his  couvictioD  of  the  imponance  of 
prayer  for  you,  whs  his  solicitude  to  have 
an  interest  in  your  supplications  at  tbs 
throne  of  grace. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Girdwood  was  bora 
al  Whitecostle,  in  the  parish  of  Liberton, 
Lanarkshire,  of  poor  but  respectable  and 
pious  parenla,  who  were  careful  to  bring 
np  tbeit  children  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
monition of  the  Lord.  In  consequence  of 
Iheir  insiractiona  and  example,  and  eapeci- 
allv  of  those  of  an  saed  relative,  his  pater* 
nal  grandmother,  who  waa  accustomed  to 
make  him,  white  yet  a  child,  her  companion 
in  her  morning  and  evening  devotional 
exercises,  he  was  very  early  brought  to 
feel  the  power  of  divine  Irath,  and  to 
cherish  the  desire  of  derating  himself  to 
the  service  of  God  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  The  obslaclca  to  the  accomplish- 
monl  of  this  wish  were  at  first  view  for- 
midable; but  his  perseverance  triumphed 
over  them;  and,  after  passing  through 
the  usual  course  of  literary,  philosophical, 
and  theological  training,  be  was  licensed 
to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  United  Seces- 
sion Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  in  ^ebniary 
1830.  Before  the  close  of  that  year,  be 
received  invitatjons  to  be  their  pastor 
from  three  eongregations, —  from  Long- 
ridge  in  July,  from  Fenieuick  in  September, 
and  from  Lasswade  in  HoTemher.  The 
first  of  these  calls  having  been  withdrawn 
in  consequence  of  the  information  received 
by  the  congregation  that  his  wishes  pointed 
to  I'enicnick  aa  the  scene  of  his  subsequent 
labours,  the  Freabytery  of  Edinburgh, 
within  whose  bounds  both  the  others  were 
situated,  appoiijled  him,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, to  labour  there.  His  ordination 
took  place  on  the  S8th  June  1831.  Toe 
nine  years  and  three  months  he  was  asso- 
dated  with  the  Ber.  P.  Comrie,  the  first 
miniater  of  this  congregation;  and  the 
union  was  a  happy  one,  for  he  paid  to  his 
colleague  the  reverence  and  respect  to 
whieb  bis  character  and  his  age  entitled 
him.  His  sole  pastorate  extended  to  nearly 
twenly^one  years,  his  death  having  taken 
place  on  the  morning  of  the  19lh  Jime 
I8GL 

Though  not  of  a  robust  physical  consti- 
talion,  be  was  laid  aside  from  preaching 
in  consequence  of  bodily  indiapoaiuon  only 
twice  previously  to  hit  prostration  by  t^e 
malady  which  terminated  in  bis  retnoyal 
from  this  worid.     That  malady  waa  an 
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insidions  one.    There  can  lie  little  doubt  lut  instnictioa 

that  it  hod  been  slowly  making  progress  ferent  members  of  his  ramilj,  he  calmlr 

long  before  he  felt  cotistrtliDed  by  increas-  and  without  a  straggle  fell  asleep.   "Muk 

ing  weakness  to  desist  from  active  mini-  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  npright; 

sterial   labour.    Its  insidious  nature  led  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace."  He  has 

him  to  continae  the  discharge  of  his  offl-  left  Che  scene  of  service  for  that  of  reward, 

cial  duties  much  longer  than  he  ought  lo  But,  though  jou  will  never  see  his  face. 

hare  done.    But  he  nas  spared  to  a  great  or  hear  bis  voice,  in  this  place,  or  in  joor 

extent  the  pun  and  suffering  which  fre-  own  habitations,  your  connection  with  him 

Ouently   herald    the   approach   of  death,  is   not  a  thing  wholly  of  the   past.    Be- 

Wich  the  exception  of  occaiional  short  in-  member  him  who  bad  the  rule  oTcr  yoit, 

tervals,  he  felt  nothing  but  a  grodaal  de-  who  has  spoken  unto  you  the  word  of  God, 

dine  of  strength,  so  nniform   as   not  to  whose  faith  follow,  considering  the  end  of 

excite  alarm  of  immediate  disgolntion  till  his  conversation.    For  the  improvement 

a  very  short  lime  before  he  fell  under  the  yon  have  made,  and  continue  to  make,  of 

power  of  the  last  enemy.    To  the  closing  ihe  instructions  yon   have  received  from 

scene  of  bis  life  he  retained  his  intellectn^  him,  and  of  the  example  he  has  set  before 

powers  and  his  serenity  of  mind  unira-  you,  you  must  give  account  to  flim  "  wlo 

paired ;  and,  soon  after  he  had  given  his  it  ready  to  jndge  the  quick  and  the  dead." 


Illnntjilii  %t\xuptt 

FOBEIGN. 

The  eerioiiB  fiebtiiig  betireen  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  is  still  delaTed ; 
but  th&t  it  wiU  be  averted,  in  uow,  af  t«r  President  Lincoln's  message  to  Congrea, 
much  more  improbable  tJiau  ever.  That  document  is  essentially  and  intensely 
warlike ;  and  it  must  be  held  as  representing  the  views  and  purpoees  of  the  com- 
munity, and  as  sanctioning  a  programme  of  policy  which  has  b^n  resolved  upon 
by  the  public  of  the  Nortfi.  The  pause  before  the  outlweak  ot  wide  hostilities  ia 
not  calculated  to  excite  admiration  towards  either  of  tbe  eager  combatants,  who  appear 
to  be  beet  upon  ptoroking  each  other  to  the  uttermost,  and  whose  tongues  have 
long  ago  thrown  away  any  decent  scabbard.  But  what  is  their  present  demeanour, 
however  outrageous  in  the  eye  both  of  humanity  and  of  Christianity,  compaied 
with  what  may  be  expected  when  the  slaugbter  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
haa  commenced  ?  We  sincerely  trust  that .  an  overruling  JF^vidence  will  evolve 
from  this  wicked  civil  war  a  far  more  glorious  result  than  is  aimed  at  openly,  or 
secretly  wished,  by  either  party.  By  neither  of  the  combatants  is  the  cause  of 
ne^  emancipation  adopted.  Yet  our  only  hope  of  good  from  this  fraternal 
strife  would  be  realized,  if  the  blacks  were  to  obtain  their  individual  freedom, 
and  their  personal  right  to  cl<um  all  the  pririlegea  asserted  in  the  American 
"Declaration  of  Independence." 

The  Eing  of  Prussia  might  have  been  a  dead  man,  if  a  student's  pistol-firing  had 
been  equal  to  Ms  aim.  The  attempt  waa  alike  foolish  and  wicked.  The  assassin 
entertained,  it  seems,  a  profound  respect  tor  the  personal  qualities  of  the  sovereipi, 
but  professed  to  have  believed  that  his  Majesty  was  wholly  incompetent  for  uie 
duties  ot  his  position  in  the  present  European  crisis.  Fortunatdy,  the  wound 
inflicted  was  the  aligbteet  possiole — scarcely  a  scratch.  The  King  is  said  to  have 
retained  full  self-possession.  There  is  no  chance  that,  in  Prussia,  the  assaadn  will 
be  found  by  his  judges  to  have  been  in  the  least  insane.  Despotism  has  none  of 
the  lenient  verdicts  with  which,  in  Britain,  we  are  familiar,  when  a  subject  is  W"- 
secnted  for  an  attempt  upon  the  person  of  royalty.  The  Prussian  monarch  will  see 
behind  the  petty  caaualty  a  grand  conspiracy ,  the  authors  of  which  must  receive  a 
severe  lesson.  It  is  not  improbable  that  his  Majesty  will  have  his  dislike  for  con- 
stitutional liberty  strength^ied,  and  that  the  skin-fretting  of  his  neck  (which  the 
bullet  grazed)  will  reniMr  him  more  stubborn  in  his  autocratic  policy.    We  have 
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not  yet  been  told  if  it  was  in  lefereDce  to  borne  or  foreign  afbirs  that  th«  Eiog's  im- 
potence had  excited  the  joung  Btudent.  Probably  his  tatlier  ostent&tiovB  Hjmpathy 
with  the  dethroned  and  eiilw  tyranta  of  Italy  was  the  main  oSeoce.  The  youth, 
baveiei,  must  bare  been  crack'brained  enough,  if  he  dreaded  that  the  eitinguiahed 
dynaaties  of  BonrboQ  and  Hapeburg  could  be  re-eatabliahed  by  any  help  from  the 
Berlin  Government.  The  King,  indeed,  must  be  lept  sufficiently  anxious  about 
the  actual  and  possible  occurrencee  in  Italy.  The  introduction  of  a  large  French 
army  upon  the  acene  he  has  good  cause  to  fear,  aa  that  army  might  not  return  to 
FntDce  until  it  had  cut  out  for  itself  some  work  in  the  provinces  of  the  Rhine,  and 
added  a  Oerman  slice  or  two  to  Napoleon's  empire.  Still,  when  contemplating  dan- 
ger, he  is  far  from  careful  t«  conciliate  to  himself  the  only  anistance  that  could 
render  him  safe.  His  attitude  towards  Britain  is  uniformly  cold  and  suspecting, 
uid  Qow  and  then  not  a  little  insulting.  It  baa  been  our  national  misfoitune  m 
ti:e  past,  that  we  cannot,  in  disinterested  friendship  or  for  mere  humanity's  sake, 
take  the  aide  of  a  wronged  and  helpless  country  against  a  powerful  aggressor,  and 
spend  liberally  our  treasure  and  our  blood  until  the  cauae  of  right  is  signally  vindi- 
cated and  made  triumphant,  without  renderinc:  that  country  indifFerent,  if  not 
positively  inimical,  to  us  in  the  future.  She  feels  no  burden  of  gratitude,  aa  soon 
as  she  is  delivered  from  the  foe's  grasp,  and  put  once  more  on  her  feet,  but  seems 
to  be  filled  with  shame  and  indignation  for  our  generous  and  valuable  services,  and 
is  much  readier  i«  be  a  fast  fnend  with  her  oppressor  than  with  her  deliverer. 
Britain  has,  in  the  time  of  their  need,  succoured  almost  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and,  in  doing  eo,  haa  contracted  an'  enormous  national  debt  which  will  press  long 
upon  onr  posterity ;  yet  none  of  those  that  were  saved  would  raise  a  little  finger 
to  serve  or  encourage  her  when  hard  beset  with  dangers.  The  memory  of  such 
kind  deeds  as  deserved  to  have  been  graven  with  an  iron  pen  upon  the  rock  and 
preserved  for  ever,  ia,  indeed,  written  on  the  aand  which  next  morning's  tide  will 
obliterate.  Christianity  may  call  us  to  forgive  the  forgetfulneas  of  those  shamrful 
mgrates ;  it  might  even  require  us,  despite  all  their  provoking  ingratitude,  to  help 
t^em  again  ;  tmt  there  are  many  other  considerationa  which  may  well  ma^e  u$ 
pause  in  any  disposition  to  expend  once  more  our  blood  and  our  treasure  in  support 
of  those  govemmenta  that  have,  on  the  whole,  conferred  so  few  benefits  either  upon 
their  own  countries  or  upon  Europe  at  large.  Prussia  has  now,  indeed,  a  new  Imk 
to  Britain  in  our  Princess  Royal  being  married  \o  the  heir  of  the  Prussian  throne ; 
but  even  that  may  fail  to  procure  British  help  for  the  German  dynasty. 

The  crisis  on  the  Continent  continues,  and  the  issue,  or  the  solution  of  any  of  the 
difficulties,  cannot  be  conjectured.  What  is  to  be  done  with  Hungary  and  Venetia 
is  no  less  a  riddle,  though  Austria  means  to  rotain  them  by  force,  and  is  far  from 
acting  in  a  way  that  might  secure  their  loyal  dependence  upon  bei.  In  reference 
to  the  Papal  States,  Loui^  Napoleon  is  now,  more  than  for  the  last  eight  or  ten 
months,  giving  bis  protection  to  the  Holy  Father ;  and  the  Fronch  garrison  in 
Kome  ia  ^ng  increased,  nor  is  there  any  prospect  of  its  removal.  The  Emperor 
looks  as  if  he  wero  detennined  that  the  progress  of  Italian  independence  ahould  go 
ao  farther,  and  that  Yictor  Emmanuel  mtist  rest  satisfied  with  the  acquisitions 
aheady  made.  Perhaps,  by  the  present  unfriendly  attitude  of  the  former,  it  is 
designed  that  the  latter  shoiJd  be  induced  ic  "come  down  "with  the  price  for  French 
help — ^tbe  cession  of  Sardinia  to  the  Empire.  Rumours  of  this  cessian  are  universal ; 
and  small  regard  is  paid  to  the  denial  given  by  Cavour's  successor,  or  to  the  replies 
of  Lord  John  Russell  when  interrogated  about  the  matter.  His  Lordship  doee, 
indeed,  declare  that  the  Anglo-French  alliance  would  not  survive  the  annexation 
of  Sardinia  to  France ;  but  Louis  Napoleon  knows  well  that  this  does  not  imply 
armed  resistance  by  Britain,  and  he  feels  that  diplomatic  friendship  with  our 
Government  is  of  infinitely  less  consequence  to  him  now  than  at  former  periocb, 
and  may  be  profitably  exchanged  for  such  an  addition  t«  his  territory  as  Sarduua. 


fiome  News. — There  have  been,  during  the  post  month,  so  many  occurrences  of 
Qnuaual  interest,  that  we  could  fill  the  whole  Magaane  with  a  Iwief  uairaliTe 
and  commentary. 
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THE  CARDROSS  CASS. 

The  reclidituiig  note  against  the  Lord  Ordinaiy'B  interlocutor  in  Qm  case  nine 
before  the  FiiBt  Division  of  the  Court  on  the  19tli  ult.,  and,  after  a  very  elaborate 
diecnsaion  hj  the  iudgea,  rapeciaUy  the  Lord  Preaideut  and  Lord  Deu,  the  note 
■waa  di«nis8ed,  ana  the  previous  oecisioD  confirmed.  We  cannot  but  view  thii 
result  with  aerioiis  feelingH.  We  do  not  uy  that  the  citadel  of  spiritual  independ- 
ence in  all  non-eatahliahed  churches  has  been  atormed ;  bnt  the  approachee  to  thai 
sanctuary  have  been  forced,,  and  we  may  soon  see  Eraetianism  snatching  its  full 
and  final  victory.  Of  course,  the  Free  Church  will  appeal  agwnBt  the  finding  to 
liie  House  of  CijrdB — a  quarter  where,  remembering  many  past  rebufb,  she  never 
vished  to  appear  again,  though  indeed  ahe  cherished,  reasonably  enough,  a  etil 
stronger  reluctance  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  local  judicatories.  But,  aa  if 
in  some  influential  and  hostile  sphere  there  had  been  a  determination  that  ehe 
should  be  dragged  back  to  old  arenas  of  struggle  and  defeat,  ve  see  her  moat  trying 
experience  renewed.  Having  become  a  non-eetablished  Church,  ehe  had  hoped  to 
be  freed  from  her  fetters  as  well  as  stripped  of  her  privileges,  and  had  no  idea  thst 
her  acta  Of  purely  ecclesiastical  diBciphne  should  now,  as  of  old,  be  liable  to  be 
overhauled  and  reversed,  with  pains  and  penalties,  by  the  Court  of  Session.  To 
mark  her  dislike  of  any  possible  ground  of  intervention  on  the  part  of  Uie  dvil 
law,  she,  from  the  beginning,  abolished  the  right  of  any  parties  in  her  coarli 
to  engage  the  services  of  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  as  such,  to  plead ;  though  it  is 
not  uni£ely  that,  in  the  present  case,  the  small  irregularities  of  procedure  which 
have  been  kid  hdd  of  as  warranting  Mr  M'Millan'a  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Seadon, 
voidd  haye  been  avoided  if  a  place  in  the  Free  Aseembly  had  been  allowed  to  the 
gowns  and  wigs. 

We  are  not  sanguine  about  a  more  favourable  issue  for  the  appeal  to  the 
'House  of  Lords.  There  are  certain  small  nlaufSbilities  on  Mr  M'Millan's  side  th»t 
will  go  far  to  secure  the  judgment  of  that  House,  not  to  speak  of  the  Erastiui 
tendencies  of  the  supreme  judges.  Will  the  appellants  submit  to  an  ucfavouMbte 
decision  from  that  tribunal?  Will  they  come  back  to  the  Court  of  Session,  sod 
be  dragged  through  a  hearing  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  even  if  they  had  a  good 
prospect  of  being  absolved  by  the  supervisors  of  Free  Chorch  discipline?  Hitherto 
tliey  have  strenuously  resisted  the  right  of  a  civil  court  to  overhaul  the  spiritoal 
decidons  pronounced  by  them  as  members  of  a  spiritual  court ;  and  ErastiamBm 
will  have  a  signal  triumph,  even  if  those  decisions  are  declared  to  be  just,  after  an 
investigation  by  the  law  judges  into  the  character  of  the  spiritual  procedure.  Mr 
M'Millan  wishes  for  further  Buccess  in  the  Court  of  Session, — be  desires  hearj 
damages ;  but  Erastianism  will  have  to  congratulate  itself  upon  victory  in  the 
Court  of  Session,  whether  Mr  M'Millan  get  or  16se  his  claim  of  damages.  Itia 
^dain,  therefore,  that  a  defeat  before  the  House  of  Lords  will  carry  the  Free 
Church,  supported  by  her  non-established  sisters,  to  the  Imperial  Legislature,  to 
ask  for  a  measure  that  shall  secure  her  in  the  free  exercise  of  her  discipline  igaiml 
any  intermeddling  and  ctnitrol  from  civil  courts. 


The  changee  effected  upon  the  licxd  Advocate's  Bill,  in  ite  progreM  though  the 
House  of  Commons,  have  aggravated  ita  sine  both  of  omission  and  of  connrissian. 
It  is  ntrw  a  measure  worthy  only  of  Tory  anlJiotBhip  and  pipp<Ht. 

We  cannot  guess  what  is  to  be  expected  by  any  friend  of  uniectarian  education 
from  the  conference  about  to  be  held  in  this  city,  between  the  representatives,  not 
only  of  the  various  churches,  but  also  of  various  views  in  some  of  these  diurches. 
For  ibo  present,  the  Lord  Advooate  has  blocked  up  the  way  of  any  valnable 
changes  that  might  have  been  su^ested.  Still,  ire  have  no  doubt  tiiat  the  con- 
tending views  will  be  stated  and  ulnstrated  with  remarkable  ability.    The  repre- 
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tentatina  of  axa  own  Church  irill,  for  general  talenta  and  acqn&enients,  as  well  as 
for  saqDaintance  with  the  sabjeot  at  edncation  m  partienltor,  stand  a  compuiaon 

with  any  ofihe  a — "■ —  ■"'  — ' 


REVIVAL  MEETINGS  AKD  OPEN-AIR  -PRBACHmG  IN  EDINBURGH. 

ScoTi.A}ii>  and  its  captal  have  been  often  represented  oa  the  last  places  in  the  em- 
jHie  where  religious  excitement  could  break  out,  and  find  any  fuel  for  mointaJDing 
It;  yet  the  Tery  oppoBit«  ia  trae,  according  to  the  experience  of  all  those  zealous 
eraogelieal  agenta  that  have  gone  from  city  to  city,  from  country  to  couatir,  and 
irim  the  Old  to  the  Now  World.  Tie  Scots,  and  especially  the  inhabitantB  ol  Bdin- 
burah,  ore  most  quichly  and  deeply  susceptible  of  Ghristjan  impreeaioci,  in  spite 
of  ^  the  allegations  about  their  caution,  coldnees,  and  ecepticinn.  Whitefield  lUd 
not  find  then  to  be  the  Sadducees  they  ore  libelled  to  be  by  modern  detFoctors;  bat 
ileligbt«d  more  to  preach  before  thwn  than  before  any  other  audiences,  whether  in 
BnUin  or  America,  a^d  hod  special  satisfaction  in  his  more  private  conferences 
vitb  those  of  our  ciUzane  of  all  classes,  rich  and  poor,  noble  and  mean,  who  had 
rac^yed  aaving  convictionH  through  hi»  ioetrumentohty.  His  letCere  and  jownal 
vritten  iu  Edinburgh,  abow  bow  warm  had  been  the  welcome  for  his  evangdistio 
libouTB  during  each  of  his  many  vitite  here.  Bichard  Weaver  has  confessed  to  the 
nme  experience,  though  he  looked  the  professioQal  pctrition,  and  all  those  tian- 
icendent  charms  of  eloquence  tb&t  recaraCaeuded  Whitefield.  The  meetinge  in  the 
Qttcen's  Park,  for  four  days  towards  the  commencement  of  last  month,  had  a 
Kmarkable  significance.  People  of  oil  clasBea,  inclnding  thousands  of  the  poor  of 
both  Boxes,  came,  during  the  hoursollotted  to  work  or  to  recreation,  to  listen,  in 
traces  unsheltered  from  me  changing  and  often  boisterous  weather,  to  serawnsaiui 
•ddreBses  delivered  by  Weaver  and  another  untaught  layman ;  for  these  two  verr 
■"iniely  preachers  attracted  for  larger  audiences  than  were  gathered  in  the  Pans 
U  the  moment  orooud  lively  specimens  of  like  educated  pulpit  oratois  of  Scotland. 
¥a  oanuot  say  what  lasting  good  has  been  effected  by  the  recent  Queen's  Park 
■enices.  They  did  enccead  in  bringing  frolu  the  streets,  lanes,  and  highways,  to  a 
{"^aebed  Gospel,  many  hundreds  of  home-heatbraui ;  and  not  le«B  cheeiiug  than  tfaig 
IB  the  other  ocivions  circumstance,  tiiat  they  attracted  thousands  of  regolar  chnroh- 
going  men  and  womeu.  io  listen  with  unusual  interest  to  t^t  Gcapd.  It  is  high 
titne  that  all  churches  should  see  to  it  if  they  have  not  hitiierto  greatly  erred  iu 
OTerkiokiug  or  discountenoBciug  open-air  presching  and  lay  agency  in  the  wortc  of 
tuime  evangelization.  Hay  not  sonething,  too,  be  learned  in  the  w^  of  amending 
^Iwical  sermons,  from  the  example  and  success  of  those  simple  lay -preachers?  The 
improvement  cannot,  indeed,  consist  in  clergymen  making  leas  careful  preparation  ' 
or  Decoming  \em  iniellectna] ;  that  would  be  a  change  fearfully  for  the  worse.  But 
caDQat  they  copy  the  intense  eomeetnees  of  Weaver,  and  the  concentration  of  all 
%t  he  knows  and  feels  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  Crucified  One?  Or,  rather,  ^Te 
wy  not  an  incomparably  higher  class  of  models  in  the  "  apostles  of  the  Lamb?" 
ne  may  be  sure  that  Hessrs  Weaver  and  Cunningham,  if  poaseased  of  noble  iutd- 
lects,  liberally  cultured,  would  have  found  that  these  were  admirable  instruments 
'o  tti^  newly  awakened  Beal  and  energy  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 


•yf  Mem  at  present  to  be  living  in  the  very  dog-days  of  crime.  TTnparalleled 
^trocities  have  of  late  been  brought  before  English  magistrates.  It  b  interesting 
w  mquire  how— since  the  scaffold  is  so  often  erected,  and  the  hangman,  like  the 
fchoolmaster    i     "   '        '"     "-"   '-'-"     ■-    -^  —  ■■       ' 


tB  IS  no  longer  discussed  any  whe 


^..ooglc 
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l«a  for  the  awful  reeponmlnlity  of  ahortemiig  the  Saj  of  grace  tot  men  wbo, 
humanly  epeaking,  BpeoIaUy  iieed  it  to  be  lenethened,  and  of  anticipatine  Proii- 
dence,  in  the  case  of  ttinee  wretches,  and  Bendiiig  them  t«  the  Divine  judgment- 
Beat?  Or  are  we  begiDDing  to  think  that  the  BcoSold  hu  a  vast  detemsg  power, 
and  ckecbB  a  great  amount  of  crime  in  the  bud?  No.  The  true  explanation  i^ 
that  of  late  the  secondary  puniahmente  in  use  have  proved  signal  failures,  and  that,  ae 
yet,  our  reformera,  judges,  and  legislators  cannot  kgree  about  more  effectual  ones. 
Let  uB  have  in  operation  proper  lecondary  peiuJtieB,  and  the  agitation  againet 
death-puuishmenie  will  at  once  oe  renewed.  . 


LORD  JOHN  RUSSELL. 

This  distinguiBhed  Btatesman,  to  whom  both  Liberaband  Dinentors  owealarga 
debt  of  gratitude  than  to  any  of  hia  contemporaries,  has  within  the  last  few  days 

Quitted  the  House  of  Commone — the  well-graced  scene  of  his  labours  and  struggle 
iT  the  long  period  of  forty-seven  years.  This  change  is  regarded  by  many  u 
equivalent  lo  IiIb  political  death  ;  and,  accordingly,  the  newspaper  preee  has  Wn 
oo^aoualy  furniahing  sketcheB  and  critical  eetimatefl  of  his  career,  jost  as  if  he  bad 
gone  to  the  other  world  instead  of  to  the  House  of  Ixirds  merely.  The  admirable 
manner  in  which  he  haa  discharged  the  unusually  difficult  duties  of  the  Foragn 
Secretaryship,  has  drawn  forth  universal  eulogy ;  and  at  no  period  since  his  intro- 
duction of  the  Reform  Bill  in  1S31  has  his  reputation  been  so  brilliant  as  at  present 
With  all  his  sagacity  and  tact,  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  he  can  feel  at  home  in 
the  House  of  Lords.  He  has  assured  bis  late  I^ndon  constituency,  that  in  tlw 
chaise  he  does  not  seek  rest ;  and  we  cannot  fancy  his  restless  little  figure  m 
enjoying  cushioned  repcee  in  a  group  of  snoring  bishops.  He  means  to  work, « 
during  all  his  past  days,  for  the  advancement  of  Reform,  and  the  promotion  ol 
civil  and  religious  libertv ;  but  around  him  there  will  be  few  associates,  or  eren 
spectators,  that  are  at  all  congenial. .  We  cannot  resiat  quoting  a  very  striking 
portion  of  hie  farewell  addren,  delivered  before  a  large  gathering  of  the  LondoD 
electors :  "  I  feel  a  little  like  the  great  Emperor  who,  three  centuries  ago,  having 
been  engaged  in  all  the  great  transactions  of  his  time,  and  thinking  that  he  should  like 
to  see  what  would  happen  after  hie  death,  bad  all  the  pomps  of  his  funeral  prepand, 
and  himself  assisted  as  chief  mourner  of  the  ceremony.  I  do  feel  somewhat  at  if 
I  were  chief  mourner  on  this  occasion,  yet  still  1  don  t  give  Way  to  these  feeHnge, 
because  I  trust  that  1  may  still  be  of  use  to  the  country,  though  in  another  sphere. 
Certainly  th»e  is  nothing  to  dishearten  one,  or  to  induce  one  to  believe  that  the 
cause  of  Reform,  and  of  civil  and  religious  Uberi.y,  will  not  prosper  in  yeus  to 
come.    I  cannot  but  feel,  as  it  is  said  by  our  great  poet,  that — 

'  To  have  done,  ie  to  bang 
Qaite  oat  of  fsGhion.  like  a  rusty  mail, 
In  moDnmenlal  modcery.' 


But  that  is  not  my  intention." 


Printed  by  McttRAT  and  Gibb,  Borth-Eut  Thistle  Street  Lane,  and  Fnbliibed  bj 
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BY  THX  REV.  JA»ES  M.  EHSSINE,  BDRGHEAD. 
"  Whether  ye  eat,  or  drink,  or  whalsoever  ye  do,  do  nil  to  (he  glory  ol  Qod." — 1  Cob.  i.  31. 

The  coneiderntion  of  man  in  bis  primeTal  state,  and  more  eapeciftUy  the 
tMnaideration  of  man  redeemed,  supply  most  powerfol  reasons,  and  furnish 
all-constraining  motives,  for  making  the  Divine  glurj-  the  great  um  and  end 
of  life.  What  ia  it  to  glorify  God  f  "  An  everyday  question  this."  Yes ; 
bat  it  is  also  a  question  for  every  day. 

To  glorify  is  to  render  glorious.  It  needs  not,  however,  one  moment's 
reflection  to  perceive  that  it  ia  utterly  impossible  to  add  anything  to  God's 
essential  glory.  He  is  already  infinitely  glorious ;  and  whatever  is  infinite 
13  incapable  of  being  increased.  We  cannot  exalt  Him  tp  a  dignity  which 
He  does  not  already  possess.  We  cannot  add  anytbing  to  those  perfections 
which  constitute  His  glory.  We  praise  Him,  and  He  ia  already  worthy  of 
nil  praiae.  We  worship  Him,  and  Ho  only  is  possessed  of  those  attributes 
wbioh  inspire  reverential  homage.  We  give  Him  dominion  over  the  heart 
and  affections.  Do  we  not  by  this  give  Him  new  authority?  No.  His 
authority  over'ua  is  now  recognised;  it  appears  in  a  new  way:  but  we 
never  can  give  to  Him  an  authority  which  He  did  not  originally  possess ; 
and  if  that  authority  ia  not  exercised  in  one  way,  it  must  and  will  be  in 
another.  Let  no  one,  then,  think,  that  by  any  external  compliance  with 
any  one  revealed  precept,  he  brings  Jehovah  under  any  obligation,  or 
merits  the  favour  of  Deity.  To  yield  ourselves  up  to  Him  b  our  interest 
and  our  duty  ;  and  in  doing  this,  we  only  acknowledge  claims  already  ex- 
isting. True,  there  are  special  duties  binding  on^thoae  who  profess  to  be 
the  people  of  God ;  but  what  we  wish  to  show  .is,  that  even  theae  do  not 
add  to  God's  essential  authority.  There  are -many  who  aeem  to  entertain 
the  foolish  idea,  that  ao  long  as  they  make  no  profession  they  are  not  bound 
to  do  all  that  God  requires.  Let  such  rest  assured  that  the  opinion  is  &1se 
and  extremely  dangerous.  Do  not  lull  your  soul  to  sleep  by  supposing 
that,  because  you  have  never  distinctly  declared  yourself  on  the  Lord's  aide, 
yoM  are  free  to  neglect  duties  enjoined  by  God's  law.  The  sleep  thus  in- 
duceti  and  cherished  is  the  sleep  of  death.  All  who  hear  God's  message 
ate  bound  to  receive  it,  and  act  in  accordance  with  its  requirements.     And 
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if  His  nnthoiitj  is  not  recognised  now,  it  must  be  recognised  on  tbe  great 
day ;  if  it  ia  not  exercised  in  our  willing  submissioii  to  Him  here,  it  must 
be  exercised  in  our  forced  submisaion  when  "  unto  Him  every  knee  shall 
bow."  These  remarks  on  the  Divine  authority  are  designed  to  illustrate 
the  statement  already  made — that  in  glorifying  the  Divine  Being  we  do  not, 
and  cannot,  add  to  His  essential  glory.  Even  in  such  a  matter  as  that  of 
authority,  we  see  that,  when  we  yieid  ourselves  up  to  Him,  we  only  acknow- 
ledge anthority  which  He  already  possesses,  and  which  is  in  Him  inherent 
and  un derived. 

What,  then,  is  it  to  glorify  God  ?  It  is  to  honour  Him  in  our  hearts,  to 
give  Him  the  homage  and  devotion  of  our  whole  being,  to  act  in  the  manner 
that  is  well-pleasing  in  His  sight,  to  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  His  favour, 
and  thus  to  display  to  all  around  us  the  glories  of  His  character.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  leading  idea  in  glorifying  God  is  that  of  manifesting,  show- 
ing forth,  illustrating.  His  glory.  Thus  He  is  glorified  by  all  His  works, 
in  so'far  as  these  illustrate  His  power,  and  wisdom,  and  goodness,  and  all 
tbe  attributes  of  the  Divine  nature  and  character.  Fnlly  to  describe  how, 
and  in  what,  wo  are  to  glorify  God,  we  would  require  to  enter  into  all  the 
feelings  of  our  moral  nature,  and  all  the  actions  of  our  lives ;  we  wonld 
require  to  consider  all  that  we  ought  to  be,  and  all  that  we  ought  to  do. 
It  is  a  duty  that  enters  into  every  duty,  and  is  the  end  of  every  duty — of 
every  thought,  and  word,  and  deed.  Tbe  question,  "  How  am  I  to  glorify 
God?"  is,  therefore,  a  question  of  the  highest  imporlance.  Let  us  solemnly, 
seriously,  inquire  how  wo  can  honour  tbe  Divine  Being,  how  we  are  to 
manifest  and  illustrate  the  attributes  of  the  Divine  character,  bow  we  are  to 
give  glory  to  the  Divine  name.  At  present  we  can  only  indicate  a  few 
leading  thoughts. 

To  glorify  God  is  to  receive  and  increase  in  the  true  knowledge  of  Him. 
—It  is  impossible  to  honour  one  who  is  altogether  unknown.  We  cannot 
sincerely  honour  one  whom  we  do  not  know  to  be,  or,  at  least,  whom  we 
do  not  think,  really  deserving  of  honour.  We  may  respect  one  who  is 
nnworthy  of  respect,  and  we  may  be  quite  sincere  in  doing  this,  because 
ignorant  of  his  true  character — because  we  suppose  him  Id  be  what  he  is 
not ;  but  our  respect,  in  this  ease,  ia  worth  nothing  with  those  who  know, 
or  think  they  know,  him  better;  and,  instead  of  respecting  him,  they  will 
only  pity  us  in  our  delusion,  or,  it  may  be,  tremble  at  the  consequences 
which  our  misplaced  respect  may  bring  upon  ourselves.  If,  however,  we 
do  honour  to  one  who  is  really  deserving  of  honour,  not  only  will  we  meet 
with  the  approval  of  all  right  thinking  men,  but  we  vrill  reflect  his  honour 
to  all  around,  and  be  instrumental  in  leading  those  to  honour  him  who  may 
hitherto  have  remained  ignorant  of  his  excellence,  or  have  failed  to  appre- 
ciate it.  Apply  these  remayks"*to  the*  subject  in,  hand.  Before  we  can 
glorify  God  we  must  know  Him,  and  the  glory  we  render  to  His  name  will 
bear  a  certain  definite  proportion  to'  the  true  knowledge  of  Him  which  we 
possess.  We  glorify  Him  when  we,  with  the  heart,  in  word  and  deed, 
declare  His  infinite  eiceeliency  ;  but  this  we  cannot  do  so  long  as  we  cherish 
ignorance  of  those  attributes  and  perfections  in  which  His  glory  consists. 
If  we  have  no  clear  views  of  the  character  of  Deity,  how  shall  we  reflect 
such  riews  to  others  T  Hcfw  shall  we  declare  the  glory  of  a  Being  of  whom 
we  are  yet  totally  ignorant  1  The  true  knowledge  of  God  lies  at  the  very 
foundation  of  the  whole  superstructure.  Yet,  while  those  who  cherish  their 
ignorance  do  not,  and  cannot,  actively  glorify  Him,  He  must  be  glorified  in 
them.     The  material  creation  has  no  knowledge.     Unconscious  matter  ii 
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incapable  of  thought;  yet  God  b  glorified  bj  all  His  works,  in  so  far  as 
these  illustrate  His  attributes  and  perfections.  "  The  hettvene  declare  the 
glory  of  God ;  and  the  firmament  showeth  Hia  handy-work.  Day  unto  day 
utleretii  speech,  and  night  unto  night  showeth  knowledge,"  "  All  His  worli 
praise  Him.".  And  He  must  be  glorified  in  those  of  His  intelligent  cr.eatures 
who  cherish  their  ignorance  of  Him  and  Itia  laws.  Their  physienl  and 
mental  constitution  illusLrate  His  power,  and  wiEdum,  and  goodness ;  and 
Hb  holiness,  ay,  and  His  love,  must  at  last  be  illustrated  in  their  eternal 
destruction.  Would  we  escape  this  doom,  let  us  actively  glorify  Him  in 
our  lives  ;  and,  as  the  first  step,  to  this,  let  us  now  "  acquaint  ourselves  with 
Him,  and  be  at  peace."  The  true  knowledge'  of  God  is  derived  from  His 
works  and  His  word.  Creation  and  providenoe  are  a  profitable  study,  and 
rich'  in  the  treasures  of  Divine  knowledge  which  they  uofold ;  but  it  is 
especially  in  the  written  Word  that  we  "  behold  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of 
the  Lord."  Let  there  be  earnest  inquiry  into  their  nature  and  memiing, 
and  constant  dependence  on  the  Spirit's  teaching;  for  thus  only  can  this 
true  knowledge  he  acquired.  In  the  believer  it  is  progressive,  and  in  pro> 
portion  to  its  progi-ess  will  be  the  measure  in  which  he  will  serve  the  end 
of  his  existence.  When  Moses  came  down  from  the-  meant  where  he  had 
enjoyed  close  intercourse  with  Jehovah^  the  people  of  Israel  beheld  the 
Divine  glory  reflected  from  bis  countenance-;,  and  just  so,  the  more  we  con- 
template and  know  the  Divine  Being,  the  more  will  His  glory  be  seen  in  us, 
and  reflected  by  us. 

Further,  aspirations  afler  Divine  knowledge,  and  eager  endeavours  to 
obtain  it,  ai'e  in,  themselves  glorifying  to  God. — To  treat  one  with  inatteo- 
lion — to  refuse  bis  acquaintance — is  a  decided  expression  of  contempt  for 
him  ;  it  is  a  declaration  that  ho  is  unworthy  to  be '  known.  And  is  it  not 
the  case  that  in  this  respect  there  are  many  who  are  chargeable  not  merely 
with  not  glorifying,  but  with  actually  contemning,  God?  Those  who  refuse 
to  admit  Divine  light  into  their  hearts — those  who  like  not  to  retain  God  ■ 
in  their  knowledge — are  guilty  of  contemning  Him  t  and  let  such  bear  in 
mind,  that,  persevering  in  this  course,  their  contempt  shall  yet  descend  on 
their  own  beads.  While  those  who  acquaint  themselves  with  God  here, 
and  thus  glorify  Him  now — wlule  those  who  are  ever  rendeiing  to  Him 
higher  glory  in  and  by  adding  to  their  store  of  Divine  knowledge — shall 
in  a  brighter  world  enjoy  an  ever-brightening  day  j  yet  those  who  refuse 
to  acquaint  themselves  with  Him  here — those  who  contemn  God — shall  in 
a  future  state  be  visited  with  shame  and  e\'erlasting  contempt  in  the  ever- 
deepening  shades  of  an  eternal  night. 

Again,  to  glorify  God  is  to  live  iu  the  continual  ex^^ise  of  those  feelings 
and  sentiments  which  the  true  knowledge  of  Him  is  calculated  to  inspire. — 
Mea  are  so  constituted,  that  whenever  knowledge  enters  the  mind  it  affects 
tbe  heurt,  iit  least  where  their  own  personal  interests  or  the  personal  inte- 
i*sts  of  those  with  whom  tbey  have  a  fellow-feeling  are  connected.  And 
how  often  does  the  reception  of  knowledge  call  into  exeiTise  the  feelings  of 
llie  heart  where  there  is  not  the  present  consciousness  of  any  personal  or 
wlative  interest  in  the  matterT  The  infidel  astronomer  feels  awed  as  he 
surveys  through  the  telescope  those  myriads  of  stars  which  lie  beyond  the 
Wage  of  the  naked  eye,  alHiough  he  believes,  or  strives  to  believe,  that  this 
speck  of  earth  shall  form  the  only  scene  of  his  sojourn,  and  his  ashes  mingle 
for  ever  with  its  dost.  In  every  rightly  constituted  mind  ihe  nature  and 
amount  of  the  knowledge  possessed,  have  a  powerful  influence  in  directing 
snd  controlling  the  feelings  of  the  heart.     That  knowledge  does  not  always 
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call  forth  appropriate  feeling,  is  doc  to  hnman  depravity.  Whenever  it  Ja 
heartily  received,  it  will.  There  is  no  kind  of  knowledge  so  well  calcolated 
to  affect  the  heart  as  the  knowledge  of  Gtod.  This  is  the  highest  knowledge, 
And  knowledge  with  which  every  other  legitimate  branch  is  in  one  way  or 
another  connected.  This  knowledge  concerns  our  highest  interests.  Other 
kinds  of  knowledge  may  affect  our  temporal  interests;  this  ie  connected 
with  our  spiritual  and  eternal  well-being.  Other  kinds  of  knowledge  may 
point  the  way  to  wealth  and  worldly  fame ;  this  points  the  way  to  "  glory, 
honour,  and  immortality,  eternal  life."  The  untutored  savage  has  some 
dim,  intuitive  perception  of  this  truth.  If  not,  whence  those  longings  which 
he  cannot  gratify?  whence  those  desires  that  remain  unsatisfied  T  If  not, 
why  does  he  strain  his  eyes  to  behold  \frhat  he  cannot  see — to  catch,  if  pos- 
sible,  one  glimpse  of  that  far-off  spirit-land  that  lies  beyond  these  dnrk 
waters  T  Why  does  he  bend  his  ear  in  the  attitude  of  an  eager  listener  to 
catch,  if  possible,  some  faint  intimation  of  the  Infinite  Spirit!  If  we  con- 
sult the  teaching  of  our  moral  and  spiritual  nature,  if  we  attend  to  the  dic- 
tates of  conscience,  we  must  leam  that  Divine  knowledge  is  the  highest, 
and  that  which  concerns  our  spiritual  and  eternal  welfare.  Such  knowledge, 
if  really  received,  cannot  fail  to  affect  the  heart.  If  it  doea  not,  we  are 
altogether  ignorant  or  unljelieving.  And,  as  we  glorify  God  by  receiring 
and  increasing  in  the  true  knowledge  of  Him,  so  we  glorify  Him  by  cherish- 
ing and  having  deepened  in  the  soul  those  feelings  which  the  true  knowledge 
of  Him  is  fitted  to  inspire.  If  one,  when  really  known,  is  proved  to  be 
worthy  of  veneration,  and  we  refuse  to  venerate  that  person,  do  wo  honour 
him  ?  Assuredly  not.  If  one,  when  really  known,  is  proved  to  be  worthy 
of  confidence,  and  we  refuse  to  confide  in  him,  do  wo  honour  him  T  As- 
suredly not.  We  honour  any  one  simply  by  cherishing  toward  him  those 
feelings  which  his  proved  excellences  are  fitted  to  call  into  exercise.  And, 
in  like  manner,  we  glorify  God  when  we  yield  to  Him  unreservedly  those 
feelings  which  His  revealed  character  is  calculated  to  inspire.  Take  sub- 
mission as  an  example.  We  glorify  God  when  we  submit  to  His  will. 
Every  act  of  insubordination  is  rightly  viewed  as  Contempt  of  authority; 
and,  therefore,  as  contempt  of  him  in  whom  the  authority  is  vested :  whik, 
on  the  other  hand,  submission,  when  cheerfully  rendered,  is  uniformly  re- 
garded as  honouring  to  the  party  to  whom  it  is  yielded.  It  is  necessary  to 
say,  submission  when  cheerfully  rendered;  for  the  feelings  from  which  it 
springs  give  it  its  true  character.  The  submission  which  is  glorifying  to 
God  is  sincere,  cheerful,  grateful.  When  He  is  truly  known,  He  is  known 
as  a  Being  of  unspotted  holiness,  who  can  do  nothing  wrong ;  He  is  knowQ 
as  a  Being  of  infinite  wisdom,  who  can  order  all  for  our  best  interests ;  He 
is  known  as  a  Being  of  boundless  love,  who  will  make  "  all  things  wort 
together  for  our  good,"  And  what  feeling  should  this  knowledge  inspire,  if 
not  one  of  cheerful  submission  to  all  His  dealings ;  and  how  shall  we  declare 
to  an  intelligent  creation  that  He  is  worthy  of  entire  submission,  butby 
yielding  it  ourselves !  The  lesson  is  hard  to  learn,  and  can  only  be  im- 
pressed through  clear  conceptions  of  the  Divine  character,  as  manifested  in 
what  He  has  said  or  done.  Why  is  submission  an  exercise  of  so  difficolt 
attainment  ?  True,  gloomy  clouds  sometimes  overspread  our  horizon  ;  but 
faith-  rises  beyond,  and  sees  them  all  radiant  with  heavenly  light.  ConW 
we  but  see  the  end  from  the  beginning,  how  often,  when  the  heart  is 
oppressed  with  sadness,  would  it  expand  with  songs  of  rejoicing  ana 
thanksgiving  1  And  how  honouring  to  God  are  these  songs  of  praise  in  the 
furnace  of  affliction !    So  also  with  faith,  and  trust,  and  hope,  and  lovSi 
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and  reverence,  and  all  those  feelii^  which  the  trae  knowledge  of  Giod  is 
&luA  to  inspire.  We  are  to  declare  that  He  is  infinitely  worthy  of  them 
all  by  evidencing  their  exialence  in  our  own  hearts. 

One  feeling,  that  of  enjoyment,  has  sometimes  been  set  down  aa  forming 
a  separate  element  in  man's  chief  end ;  but  ultimately  it  resolves  itself  into 
one  of  those  feelings  by  which  we  glorify  Him.  The  only  enjoyment  of  the 
Bonl — the  only  substantial  and  abiding  enjoyment — is  the  enjoyment  of 
God ;  and  the  enjoyment  of  Gkid  is  simply  delight  in  what  He  is,  as  mani- 
fested by  what  He  has  said  and  done.  Many  complain  that  they  can  find 
no  comfort,  and  that  all  their  searching^  for  it  is  vain,  because  they  have 
mistaken  the  nature  and  source  of  spiritual  comfort.  The*  soul,  filled  with 
udmiration,  love,  and  prwse,  on  contemplating  God's  infinitude,  eternity, 
and  unchangeableness,  His  holiness,  wisdom,  power,  justice,  goodness,  and 
trutli,  has  enjoyment  in  Him  ;  and  the  soul's  delight  in  Qod  is  a  testimony 
to  an  intelligent  creation,  that  there  is  that  in  Him  which  can  yield  sub- 
Etontial,  enduring  felicity.  Again,  is  it  not  &od's  desire  that  we  should 
experience  true  happiness  in  Him  T  And  how  do  we  honour  any  one,  if  not 
by  adopting  and  carrying  out  his  plans  and  purposes  1  May  we  not  herd 
find  another  reason  why  many  "  go  mourning  without  the  sun  1"  They 
seek  the  eojoymeat  of  God,  but  it  is  for  their  own  comfort  merely ;  their 
eyes  never  rest  on  the  diffusion  of  the  Divine  glory.  By  all  means  let  us 
seek  the  enjoyment  of  God ;  but  let  us  seek  it  in  order  that  we  may  ad- 
vance His  praise  ;  let  us  seek  it  in  order  that  we  may  display  the. wonders 
of  His  grace.  "  Come,  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare  what 
He  hath  done  for  my  soul."  Thus  does  it  appear,  that  while  the  enjoyment 
of  God  is  in  one  aspect  a  separate  element  in  man's  chief  end,  yet,  when 
viewed  in  other  aspects,  it  resolves  itself  into  one  of  those  feelings,  and  the 
sum  of  the  other  feelings,  by  which  He  is  glorified. 

Once  more.  To  glorify  God  is  to  serve  Him. — The  last  remark  had  refer- 
ence to  the  emotions  of  the  mind :  this  refers  more  directly  to  the  external 
ttcls  of  the  life  ;  while  it  must  he  remembered  that  these  must  spring  from 
ihe  heart,  in  order  to  their  being  sincere  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God. 
There  must  be  the  true  knowledge  of  God,  producing  right  feeling  toward 
God,  and  right  feeling  finding  expression  in  external  compliance  with  His 
requirements.  "  The  plowing  of  the  wicked  is  wn."  Wherefore  ?  Be- 
cause, while  it  is  a  man's  duty  to  "  provide  for  his  own,  and  specially  those 
vf  his  own  house,"  yet  the  wicked  man  does  it  not  from  a  regard  to  the 
law  of  God ;  he  is  not  animated  by  any  feeling  of  reverence  for  God's 
anthority ;  he  is  not  stimulated  by  a  desire  for  Grod's  glqry.  And  thus 
actions,  which  in  themselves  accord  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  present  very 
different  aspects  when  viewed  in  relation  to  the  principles  and  motives  from 
which  they  spring.  If  we  would  lead  a  truly  godly  life,  let  us  cultivate 
right  views  and  feelings  toward  God.  In  word  and  deed  let  there  be  no- 
thing forced,  nothing  assumed.  Seek  that  all  may  be  the  natural  outfiow- 
ings  of  a  mind  rightly  instructed,  and  a  heart  rightly  exercised.  Seek  no 
knowledge  without  feeling,  nor  feeling  without  knowledge ;  but  knowledge 
producing  feeling,  and  feeling  stimulated  and  directed  by  knowledge.  This 
is  essentially  necessary  to  a  vigorous  piety — to  substantial  godliness.  What 
is  that  external  service  which  is  glorifying  to  God  1  It  includes  aH  those 
acts  of  worship  which  He  has  enjoined — all  those  personal  and  relative 
duties  so  clearly  set  forth  in  His  revealed  will.  For  example,  there  is  the 
service  of  praise.  His  benefits  make  Him  known  to  us  ^as  the  God  of 
grace.    Thankfulness  is  the  feeling  which  this  knowledge  calls  into  exercise, 
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«hd  gratitude  finds  expresaion  in  songs  of  praiitc.  What  is  praise  t  "A 
ttiankofiering,"  sajs  one  ;  "  the  celebration  of  tlie  Divine  perfections,"  saya 
another.  It  is  both — a  thank  offering  in  which  we  celebrate  the  perfections 
of  Deity,  In  our  songB  of  (H:ai8e  we  must  take  a  wider  range  than  the 
beneflta  we  may  have  personally  received.  We  must  sing  of  tliose  attri- 
butes which  these  beneiits  'illiistrata.  The  blinded  nations  sing  of  the 
prowess  and  Bkill  of  their  chiefs  and  warriors  :  we  sing  of  the  mighty  acts 
of  our  God  and  King.  We  sing  of  His  wisdom  and  power,  Ilia  glory  and 
majesty,  His  goodness  and  grace.  When  we  think  of  God,  our  souls  are 
thrilled  by  the  con templa lion  of  His  attributes  and  perfections — our  sonb 
aro  enraptured  by  the  contemplation  of  His  amazing  love ;  and  praise  is  juet 
the  outflowing,  the  upraising,  of  these  emotions,  sometimes  too  big  for  utler- 
ftnce.  And  when  all  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  shall  have  been  gathered 
in,  then  songs  of  praise  of  which  we  have  yet  no  conception — the  out- 
pouring of  emotions  which  we  cannot  describe,  and  which  in  onr  imper- 
fect state  we  cannot  experience — will  be  raised  to  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
But  there  are  secular  duties.  How  is  God  glorified  in  these  1  Simply  in 
the  way  already  indicated.  His  law  must  be  our  rule.  His  love  our  motive, 
,  His  glory  eur  end  ;  and,  directed  end  influenced  by  right  views  and  feelings, 
even  our  secular  callings,  so  far  from  proving  a  hindritnce,  will  be  rendered 
promotive  of  the  spiritual  life. 

Thus,  in  the  man  who  devotes  himself  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  chief 
-end,  there  is  true  knowledge  producing  right  feelings,  and  right  jeelinga 
prompting  to  active  obedience.  But  frequently  in  a  building  we  have  the 
appearance  of  marble  where  some  less  valuable  material  has  been  employed 
in  the  structure.  So  here  we  have  often  the  assumption  of  moral  and 
Christian  excellence — the  external  duties  of  a  religious  life— while  the  heart 
is  not  right  within.  Yet,  does  not  hypocrisy  generally,  if  not  always, 
betray  itself  even  in  this  life?  It  is  difiicult  to  sustain  an  assumed  cbaracter. 
The  perfection  of  art  is  the  perfection  of  deception.  The  more  nearly  a 
work  of  art  resemhies  the  reality — the  more  readily  a  work  of  art  deceives 
the  eye,  the  more  perfect  is  the  art.  A  little  child  eame  running  into  a 
room  in  which  a  portrait  had  just  been  suspended  on  the  wall.  Kunning  up 
to  it,  she  exclaimed,  ''Father."  The  artist  smiled  and  accepted  the  excla- 
mation as  a  testimony  to  his  genius.  But  the  child  paused,  and  by  tuid 
by  a  shade  of  disappointment  overspread  her  countenance.  Ilowevec  like 
her  fatbCT,  it  was  but  an  image,  and  not  the  reality;  and  that  image  was  deaf 
to  her  call,  and  dead  to  all  the  sympathies  of  her  filial  heart.  Look  at 
that  professor  in  his  correct  morality, — "  Come,  see  his  zeal  for  the  Lord." 
You  are  disposed  to  exclaim,  "  Christian  ! "  but  look  again,  and  you  will  see 
"  hypocrite  "  branded  on  his  brow.  However  perfect  the  deception,  you 
have  a  mere  appearance  of  the  Christian,  and  not  the  reality.  He  is  deaf  to 
the  call,  not  of  a  child,  but  of  our  Father  in  heaven:  he  is  dead  to  all  ibe 
aympathies  of  the  GhrisUan  life.  He  seeks  not  the  glory  of  God,  but  "the 
honour  that  cometh  from  man  : "  and  he  has  his  reward.  What  is  it  worth ! 
What  will  it  avail  when  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  are  discovered?  Let 
the  mind  dwell  in  devout  and  joyful  contemplation  on  the  character  of 
God  as  disclosed  in  His  works  and  word,  and  specially  a&  disclosed  in  the 
G«spelt)f  His  Son.  Let  the  heart  be  rightly  affected  by  the  truth  respecting 
Him,  and  specially  the  truth  respecting  Him  as  the  God  of  salvation :  then, 
"  whether  we  eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  we  do,  we  will  do  all  to  Hia 
glory ;"  feeling  that  "  we  ai^  not  our  own,  but  bought  with  a  price,  we  will 
glorify  God  in  our  body  and  in  our  spirit,  which  are  God's." 
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*'A  man  shall  not  talEo  a  wiilow'e  nrment  to  pledge^  nor  a  neiR'tiboiir*B  garment  to  pled^; 
[ornhereiii  gLoald  baalecp?  And  iithemu  be  pcxn-,  tiian  «halt  not  sleep  with  his  pledge : 
in  tDj  oase  tbou  ahalt  deliver  hioi  his  pledge  again  when  the  bud  goath  dawn." 

It  is  true,  as  Crates  has  said,  that  "  one  part  of  knowledge  consists  in 
being  igtiorant  of  such  things  as  are  not  proper  to  be  known."  But  if  the 
knowledge  of  an  evil  promise  to  bring  about  ita  extinction,  the  sooner  it  is 
known  the  better.  It  is  amazing,  considering  the  enormous  extent  and 
ialiiieQce  of  the  pawn  traffic,  how  little  it  is  known  and  heard  about.  The 
fact  is,  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  pawn-shop  think  it  better  (at!4  have 
the  very  beat  reason  for  thinking  it  better)  to  profess  ignorance ;  whila 
llioae  who  have  happily  no  practical  acquaintance  with  it,  seem  to  think 
inveatigalion  no  huainesa  of  theirs.  The  system  works  in  the  dark  for  the 
most  part :  it  does  not  obtrude  itself  upon  their  notice,  and  they  do  not 
fe«l  called  upon  to  search  it  out.  And  it  must  frankly  he  admitted  that  the 
subject  is  not,  on  a  prima  fade  view  of  it,  attractive,  Pawnbroking  is  a 
huge  social  ulcer,  not  naturally  inviting ;  and  whether  we  take  it  alone,  or 
io  combination  with  low-broking,  it  ia  extremely  difficult  to  present  it  in 
any  aspect  that  can  be  called  picturesque.  Nevertheless,  be  the  sight  what 
it  may,  we  had  better  look  at  it.  You  may  shut  your  eyes,  or  turn  them 
another  way  ;  but  what  then  1  Will  that  remove  your  responsibility  ?  will 
it  remove  the  evil,  or  hinder  it  from  forcing  itself  by  and  by  upon  your 
aight  in  a  still  more  alarming  and  hideous  form  1  I  fcai-  not.  Here,  in  our 
midst,  is  a  loathsome  and  most  debasing  traffic — unknown  in  Scotland  when 
some  of  us  were  born — now  grown  into  a  gigantic  system,  that  makes  its 
demoraUzing  influence  felt  in  every  comer  of  our  land.  It  is  well  to  know  it, 
and  see  how  it  acts  ;  and  then-  proceed,  in  God's  strength,  and  with  all  our 
might,  U>  have  it  overthrown. 

Let  us  turn  into  this  crowded  wynd  together,  A  little  way  down  on  the 
otiier  side  stands  a  huge,  dingy,  skulking  tenement,  displaying  the  mystic 
symbol  of  three  golden  balls,  and  intimating  in  flat,  sickly  letters  on  the 
wall,  that  "  the  highest  loans  will  be  given  within  on  watches  and  plate, 
bod  and  body  clothing,  hooks,"  etc.  Would  you  like  to  see  how  things 
are  pawned  1  Well,  let  us  cross  the  street,  and  enter  the  close  there,  where 
you  see  those  women  with  bundles  sneaking  in.  We  can  make  a  dash,  and 
trust  that  no  acquaintance  sees  ua.  .  .  ,  We  find  ourselves  in  a  dark  close, 
leading  to  a  darker  stair.  We  go  up,  and  land  in  a  narrow  passage,  flanked 
on  one  side  by  a  series  of  narrow  doors.  We  open  one  and  pass  in.  The 
spring  door  flaps  to  behind  us,  and  we  find  ourselves  shut  into  a  confessional- 
liiie  box,  with  high  wooden  partitions  on  either  side,  encroaching  half-way 
across  the  counter.  So  you  think  this  a  mean,  sneaking  way  of  doing 
huainesa,  do  you  1  Well,  perhaps  it  is.  But  consider  for  a  moment  how 
you  would  like  everybody  else  to  see  ua  here ;  and  how  the  oftce  lad  who  is 
pledging  his  pinchbeck  watch  in  the  box  to  our  right,  and  the  servant  who 
is  pledging  a  stolen  silver  spoon  in  the  box  to  our  left,  would  like  us  to  see 
them.  The  warehouse  into  which  we  look  ia  fitted  up  with  huge  racks, 
ccaraaied  with  bundles  of  clothes  from  floor  to  ceiling.  Between  us  and  the 
foremost  rack  stands  a  desk,  at  which  sits  a  coarae,  overdrest  clerk,  with  his 
entry-book  and  tickcta  beside  him.  Just  look  at  those  wildering  accumu' 
lalions  of  clothes !  Blankets  are  there,  heapa  upon  heaps — pillowa,  wrappers, 
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coats,  dresses,  shawla — bundled  up  and  ticketed,  and  crammed  into  thou 
rackfl  up  to  the  very  roof.  Clothes  are  there  that  many  a  poor  wretch  in 
the  next  street  la  shivering  for  want  of — many  of  them  given  in  charity,  asd 
pawned  for  drink  :  gaudy  dresses  by  the  licore,  that  foolish  factory  girls 
pawned  on  Monday  last,  and  will  come  on  Saturday  with  their  wages  to 
take  out  and  make  a  show  in  on  Sunday,  and  pawn  again  on  the  Monday 
morning.  Little  firocks  are  there,  stripped  from  children  by  their  own 
mothers — lor  drink,  you  may  he  sure.  "Twaa  not  long  ago  that  a  friend  of 
mine  saw  a  besotted  woman  in  Gorhals  strip  her  child,  pawn  the  little 
bundle  of  clothes,  go  into  a  public-houSe  hard  by,  and  drink  the  proceeds. 
He  saw  her  staggering  out  presently  with  the  naked  child  on  her  arm.  She 
reeled  and  fell  heavily  on  the  causeway.  A  crowd  gathered  round ;  and 
just  then,  a  decent-looking  man,  going  home  from  his  work,  crossed  tbe 
street,  to  see  what  the  matter  was.  On  pushing  -in,  he  saw  lying  there— 
his  own  wife  and  child  I  The  city  missionaries  will  tell  you,  alas,  of  many 
such  cases ;  and  on  the  racks  there  you  would  find  such  little  bundles  of 
children's  clothes.  A  pawnbroker  recently  said  in  one  of  tbe  Olasgov 
papers, — "  Pawnbroking  is  a  blessed  institution  1"*  It  seems  so,  doesil 
noti     My  friend,  may  God  preserve  us  from  its  blessings  ! 

The  crowded  racks  there  give  us,  af^er  all,  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  enor- 
mous extent  of  the  pawn  traffic.  In  Glasgow  alone  there  are  at  least  eighty 
such  establishments  :  a  pawnbroker  numbers  a  hundred  and  four.  I  have 
upon  me  the  duplicates  of  two  tickecs  issued  by  Glasgow  pawnbrokers  on 
the  31st  ult.  The  one  bears  the  number  4697,  indicating  a  yearly  traffic  of 
about  56,000  transac^ons :  the  other  bears  a  number  exceeding  5600,  indi- 
cating for  that  office  more  than  07,000  transactions  a-year.  Were  we  to 
take  60,000  as  the  average  for  each  office,  and  reckon  only  the  eighty  given 
in  the  Directory,  we  should  have  for  Glasgow  alone  a  total  of  nearly  five 
million  pledges  a-year  !  The  pledges  received  in  Liverpool  number  abont 
six  millions  a-year.  In  Greenock  46,139  were  taken  in  during  one  month 
(January  1860).  I  have  upon  me  the  duplicate  of  a  ticket  issued  by  a  pawn- 
broker in  PoUokshaws,  on  January  28,  1861,  and  bearing  the  number 
3934(1),  indicating  that  eighty  or  ninety  thousand  pledges  are  annually 
received  by  the  two  pawnbrokers  there,  from  a  population  of  less  than  eight 
thousand ! 

But  here  at  last  comes  the  'pawnbroker's  assistant.  Offer  him  your  ring 
and  ask  a  loan  of  five  shillings.  He  steps  back  with  it  to  the  light  to  exa- 
mine it.  All  right :  it  is  worth  two  or  three  pounds  :  it  is  a  safe  tranaac- 
tion.  The  clerk  enters  the  name  you  choose  to  give  him  in  his  book, 
attaches  a  ticket  to  the  ring,  bands  you  n  duplicate,  and  the  transaction  is 
completed.  Should  you  never  return  to  repay  the  loan  with  Interest,  yonr 
ring  will  lie  there  for  a  year,  and  then  he  sold  "  to  defray  expenses." 

Let  us  now  see  wherein  the  evil  of  this  traffic  lies.  And  first  (negatively), 
it'does  not  seem  to  lie  in  the  abstract  principle.  If  money  is  to  be  lent  to 
strangers,  it  seems  reasonable  that  the  lender  should  require  of  them  some- 
thing that  will  secure  him  against  loss  in  the  event  of  their  never  repaying 
Ills  loans.  All  borrowing  on  security  rests  on  precisely  the  same  principle, 
whether  the  pledge  be  a  nobleman's  estate,  or  a  capitalist's  name,  or  a  poor 
man's  coat. 

Sot  can  the  interest  chained  by  the  pawnbroker  (except  when  he  extorts 

more  than  the  law  allows)  be  called  exorbitant.     On  half-a-crown,  and 

multiples  thereof,  for  one  month  or  any  number  of  moptlis  exactly,  the 
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inlerest  allowed  the  pawnbroker  is  20  per  cent.  It  seema  high,  but  pro- 
bably it  is  all  needed  to  pa;  rent,  salaries,  all  the  expenses  of  his  enormous 
business,  meet  the  losees  ariaing  from  the  forfeiture  of  such  stolen  gooda  as 
are  discovered  among  his  pledges,  and  from  unredeemed  goods  that  have 
been  palmed  upon  him  for  a  sum  exceeding  their  marketable  value,*  end 
(finally)  leave  a  comfortable  profit  for  himself.  It  must  also  be  borne  in 
mind,  ihat  (he  transactions  most  ruinoue  to  the  pledger  are  those  least  pro- 
filable  to  the  pawnbroker.  The  interest  on  a  loan  of  eixponce  for  one  day 
ffOdld  scarcely  "  pay,"  but  for  the  halfpenny  charged  for  the  ticket ;  and 
jet  tbe  poor  wretch  who  borrows  it  is  paying  interest  at  the  ruinous  rate  of 
HOO  per  cent.,  and  ticket-money  besides  I  It  does  not  seem,  then,  that  the 
evil  of  pawnbroking  lies  in  the  abstract  principle  on  whidi  the  traffic  is 
lased,  or  that  the  interest  which  the  pawnbroker  is  allowed  to  charge  ia  (so 
lit  SB  he  is  concerned)  unreasonable. 

But  in  social  questions  we  must  take  into  account  the  impulaea  and  frail- 
ifs  of  human  nature  t  we  must  took  at  principles,  not  in  the  abstract,  but 
in  the  concrete — see,  in  fact,  how  they  work.  Well,  how  does  this  principle 
Bork? 

Two  or  three  months  ago,  there  was  a  man  in  Glasgow  earning  a  first- 
rate  salary  as  book-keeper  in  a  large  mercantile  house.  His  wife  fell  into 
dissipated  habits,  and  began  to  lake  household  articles  to  tbe  neighbouring 
pawnbroker,  and  get  the  money  she  wanted  for  drink.  Reflect  for  a 
moment,  and  ask  yourself,  What  eould  her  husband  do  1  what  can  any  of 
i^e  tens  of  thousands  in  the  same  circumstaucea  do  ?  He  might  keep  bis 
saraings  out  of  her  hands  ;  he  might  proclaim  himself  irresponsible  for  her 
debts;  but  to  what  purpose?  There  stands  the  pawn-shop  ;  and  so  long  as 
lliere  remains  a  blanket  on  his  bed,  or  a  rag  on  his  children's  backs,  she  can 
take  it  there,  and  drink  the  proceeds.  And  this  woman  did.  Article  after 
uticle  disappeared,  till  one  Saturday,  when  tbe  poor  man  had  brought  out 
bifl  eldest  boy  to  spend  a  Sunday  with  him  at  home,  he  found  the  door  of 
bia  own  house  locked  against  him.  Ho  forced  his  way  in,  and  found  his 
I  bouse  stript,  his  hearth  bleak,  and  hia  wife  lying  in  a  beastly  state  of  intoxi- 
cation on  the  floor.  I  was  at  the  Fiscal's  house  that  night,  and  saw  tbe 
poor  man  come  there,  ruined  and  brokenhearted -like,  leading  hia  boy  in 
oDe  hand,  and  carrying  in  the  other  pawn-tit^kets  ho  had  found  on  a  shelf, 
^'elookedover  the  tickets,  the  sad  records  of  this  woman's  downward  career. 
On  one  day  of  dissipation  twelve  bundles  had  gone  to  the  pawnbroker ! 
Here  were   tickets  for  pieces  of  furniture,  for  bundles  of  bed  and  body 

'  The  great£Bt  number  of  such  losees  is  inflicted  on  unnbrakerB  by  ft  parasiUc  cUss, 
known  in  London  by  the  name  of  "  Duffers."  It  will  be  sufficient  to  indioatB  one  or  two  of 
[be  wijs  in  which  the  duffer  proceeds,  lie  gets  a  silver  jug,  takes  out  the  botlom  (which 
bSB  the  sUversmith'a  staiup  upon  it),  puts  this  botlom  into  some  other  jug  ol  plated  metal, 
>nd  takes  it  to  the  pawnbroker,  il  the  pawnbroker  ia  deceived  bj  the  stamp,  and  lends  as 
much  as  would  be  Bafely  covered  by  the  sale  of  the  jug  were  it  all  silver,  of  couree  the  duffer 
°ovsr  comes  back  to  redeem  bis  pledge  ;  and  when  the  jug  is  sold  bj'  auction  a  ytar  after,  it 
itfeaia  on  wbotber  tbe  trick  baa  been  discovered,  whether  the  loss  falls  on  the  puichsaer  or 
tnfi  pawnbroker.  Another  alratagem  resorted  to  by  the  duffer  istbia:  Ho  pawns  a  really 
ralosble  walob  for  a  large  sum,  and  redeems  it  soon  after.  This  he  docs  repeatedly,  till  the 
pLimbroksr  comes  to  knew  him,  and  make  the  loan  without  repealing  his  examiuation  of  the 
watcl].  Bo  soon  as  the  duffer  sees  that  tlie  pawnbroker's  vigilance  is  aufflciently  abated,  be 
irabsUtutea  a  worthlesa  watch,  outwardly  like  the  other ;  and  if  tbe  pawnbroker  fends  the  old 
sum,  the  duffer  makes  off,  never  to  return.  Whenever  any  improvement  Iti  machinery  ren- 
Mratheiostrumentspreviooaly  in  USB  almost  valueless,  the  duffers,  who  arooonstsnlly  on  the 
ilert,  bay  them  up  as  fast  as  possible,  and  pawn  them  aimultanaoualy  all  over  the  town  or 
country,  before  tbe  pawnbroker  is  aware  of  tbe  change  that  has  taken  place.  Such  tranaac- 
"onB,  however,  ftirm  but  an  inflnitesimal  part  of  his  business ;  and  the  loss  thus  incurred  is 
f  lobibly  covered  ten  times  over  by  the  profits  arising  from  tiie  sals  ol  other  forfeited  pledges. 
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olothcH — the  children's  clollies  pawned  in  the  dead  of  vinter — tbe  man's   j 
watcl^  and  the  Family  Bible.     I  have  a  leuer  from  t^ii  man  lying  btaide 
me,  dated  a  few  days  later.     It  ia  written  on  a  slip  of  soiled  paper,  and 

contains  the  following  postacript : — '-  Fleiue  excnse  tliia  scrap  :  I  had  to 
borrow  it  and  the  ink  !"  which  has  about  it  an  air  of  indescribable  palbot, 
when  we  think  of  what  this  man  waa,  and  might  now  have  been,  but  for  die 
accursed  trade  that  tempted  and  enabled  his  wife  to  indulge  iier  craving  ibr 
drink.     About  seven-eigbthe  of  the  money  obtained  on  pledges  are  believed  i 
by  the  Edinburgh  city  missionarieti  to  go  directly  to  the  dram-shop.     "  Of 
all  drunkards,"  says  a  well-known  temperance  agent,  "  drunken  women   I 
are  tbe  most  hopeless.     I  have  succeeded,  during  my  Inbours,  in  reclaiming 
sixty-four  drunken  men :  I  have  never  succeeded  in  reclaiming  one  drunken 
woman."     "  But  for  tbe  facilities  afforded  by  pawn  and  low-brokers'  shops," 
says  an  experienced  superintendent  of  police,  "  we  should  not  have  one 
drunken  woman  in  ten."     And  those  who  know  anything  of  the  tavern,  tie 
billiard  room,  the  dancing  saloon,  tbe  theatre,  and  the  brothel,  know  whut   I 
a  vast  number  of  the  young  men  who  go  there  could  not  go  but  for  tbe 
money  they  can  raise  without  tbe  knowledge  of  their  fiiends,  on  articles    ! 
which  they  go  secretly  and  pawn. 

Again  :  it  is  natural  for  the  woricing  man,  whose  earnings  are  oAen 
scanty  enough,  to  wish  to  enjoy  them  to  the  full.  But  it  is  equally  natunl 
for  him  to  feel  anxions  about  tbe  future,  especially  when  he  sees  how  ma- 
teriiilly  his  own  comfort,  and  that  of  his  family,  ia  affected  hy  so  common  , 
an  occurrence  as  the  demand  for  a  few  extra  sliillings,  or  the  loss  of  8 
week's  work.  'Tis  this  wholesome  anxiety  that  the  pawnbroker  lulls  into  I 
unseasonable  and  hazardous  repose,  by  promising  to  meet  such  contingendea  : 
liy  loans  upon  the  man's  personal  effects.  His  stimulus  to  the  formation  of  | 
provident  habits  is  removed  :  he  begins  living  fi-om  band  to  mouth ;  and 
thus,  in  multitudes  of  cases,  the  sturdy  self-reliance,  which  so  long  dis^n- 
guished  tbe  working  men  of  Scotland,  has  given  Way  to  a  wretched  and 
beggarly  dependence  on  the  pawnbroker.  There  are  concomitant  elfecU 
scarcely  less  disastrous.  Most  pawn -frequenters  are  poor — the  rest  taking 
a  sure  way  of  becoming  so  5  and  almost  every  article  they  pawn  tells  upon 
them.  They  pawn  their  best  clothes,  and  cannot  (because  without  them 
they  will  not)  go  to  church.  They  pawn  their  children's  clothes,  and  there- 
fore keep  their  children  from  school,  and  allow  them  to  pick  up  their  morals 
in  the  streets.  It  is  astounding  to  learn,  from  the  evidence  of  home  niE- 
sionnries,  tract  distributors,  Sunday  school  teachers,  and  other  good  anlbo- 
rities,  how  numerous  such  cases  are.  Then  think  of  tbe  dreadful  bodil; 
suffering  that  attends,  especially  in  winter  time,  tbe  absence  of  bed  and 
body  clothing.  In  the  very  dead  flf  winter  (as  appears  from  tables  recenllv 
published),  there  are  constantly  stored  up,  in  the  Glasgow  pawn-offices  alone, 
more  than  500,000  bundles  of  bed  and  body  clothes,  including  over  2O,l)0« 
paii-3  of  blankets — all  of  them,  with  scarcely  a  single  exception,  belonging 
to  the  poorest  cla.iseB.  It  is  a  tact  of  terrible  significance  :  others  still  more 
terrible  remain  to  be  divulged;  but  the  nervous  and  suspicious  reticence 
of  the  pawnbrokers  renders  the  gathering  of  statistics  a  matter  of  exceed- 
ing difficulty.     "  O  that  mine  adversary  would  write  a  book  !" 

The  essentia]  tendency  of  the  pawnbroking  system  is  to  degrade.  U 
destroys  every  sentiment  of  honest  ambition  and  manly  independence.  I' 
drags  its  victims  down  to  misery  and  destitution  ;  and  when  once  it  has  gnl 
them  there,  holds  them  down  with  the  grip  of  a  giant.  The  mission»>]( 
connected  with  one  of  our  churches  called  not  long  ago  on  a  man  and  i"^ 
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wife,  who  had  once  lived  in  most  comfortable  circumstaocee.  He  found 
Ihem  preparing  to  go  to  the  pawn-shop  with  the  grate — the  last  article  not 
already  there.  Yet  they  were  earning  at  the  time  twenty-nine  ahillinga 
a-week!  Such  cases  are  deplorably  common.  How  could  it  be  otherwise, 
with  such  a  system  thriving  in  our  midst  1  A  system  which  tempts  men  to 
live  up  to,  and  even  beyond  their  means,  must  keep  thefn  constantly  walking 
i»n  the  brink  of  poverty  ;  and  poverty  (especially  when  culpable,  as  in  this 
mm)  ia  the  habitat  of  many  evils,  and  the  avenue  to  many  more.  Every 
SMiiiient,  every  illness,  every  loss  of  work — not  to  speak  of  reckless  or 
vicious  indulgence— sends  these  men  to  the  pawnbroker;  and  if,  before  it 
le  over,  it  have  not  reduced  them  to  beggary,  it  leaves  them  to  toil  long 
aid  drearily  in  raising  money,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  laid  past 
in  tbe  savinga'  bank  against  a  rainy  day,  but  which  now  they  need,  to  re- 
deem  from  the  pawnbroker  articles  they  suffer  from  the  want  off  and  must 
part  with  again  at  the  next  emergency,  I  saw  a  woman  in  this  condition 
lately — her  house  bare  and  her  person  in  raga — who  had  by  her  nearly  a 
liundred  paWn-tickets,  representing  comforts,  and  even  luxuries,  she  had 
once  enjoyed,  but  had  little  prospect  of  ever  enjoying  again.  From  people 
in  each  circumstances  what  can  you  expect  T  Destitute  of  self-reliance 
and  self-respftct — deprived  by  their  own  conduct  of  the  sympathy  and  assist- 
ance of  their  neighbours — despised  by  the  very  vampires  who  have  been 
fattening  upon  them, — can  tre  wonder  to  hear  the  city  missionary  tell  us 
thai  "  the  attempt  to  elevate  such  families  seems  all  but  hopeless,"  and  to 
Slid  them  plunging  with  the  recklessness  of  despair  into  dissipation  and 

Crime  1  alas,  'tis  still  more  intimately  connected  with  pawnbroking  than 
merely  as  an  escape  from  the  privation  to  which  this  "  blessed  institution" 
leads'.  Look  into  the  criminal  returns.  See  what  numberless  articles 
have  been  stolen,  besides  mere  money  and  provisions  !  Do  you  think  these 
pieces  of  silverplate,  these  watches,  and  rings,  and  breastpins,  and  dress 
shirts,  were  stolen  from  a  love  of  display;  or  these  nmbrellaa,  because  the 
wet  weather  was  so  disagreeable  ;  or  these  various  lots  of  books  to  gratify 
a  taste  for  reading  T  Then  why  f  Because  they  are  readily  convertible 
'  into  money.  Whence  it  follows,  that  these  thefls,  which  send  so  many  into 
""t  prisons  ^nd  reformatories,  lie  at  the  door  of  the  trade  which  converts 
such  articles  into  money,  and  thus  supplies  the  motive  for  their  being  stolen. 
Siioh  a  trade  is  pawnbroking  and  low-broking,  which  are,  therefbi-e,  from 
tis  point  of  view,  identical. 

We  looked  into  a  pawn-office  before :  let  us  now  thread  our  way  into  the 
oack  slums  and  alleys  of  the  city,  and  get  a  sight  of  some  of  the  "  low- 
brokeries."  Here  is  one  with  a  quaatity  of  workman's  tools  in  the  window, 
mixed  with  rusty  bits  of  metal,  and  some  pairs  of  iron  spectacles,  of  remote 
antiquity,  hung  on  a  wire.  Yonder  stands  another  broker's  on  tbe  opposite 
*ide,  looking  like  a  dark,  dirty  grotto,  the  window  and  doorway  choked  up 
With  huge  pilot-elotli  trowsers  and  coats,  elabomtely  furnished  (as  you  can 
'68  even  from  this)  with  large  wooden  buttons.  A  little  way  farther  down 
We  flod  another  variety — a  little  place  with  a  low  door, 'and  the  window 
lilied  with  a  heterogeneous  collection  of  articles  nowhere  else  to  be  seen, — 
fsd  and  blue  handkerchiefs  with  white  spots,  old  brass  candlesticks,  a  child's 
DM  and  feather,  a  rusty  horse -pistol,  several  old  knives  and  a  razor,  three 
tumblers  all  different  in  size  and  pattern,  and  a  kitchen  clock.  Down  this 
ane  we  come  on  a  fourth  variety,  the  small  window  blind  with  dirt.  We 
'ook  ioside,  and  see  on  the  earthen  floor  heaps  of  rubbish,  broken  bottles, 
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festering  rags,  and  hU  the  offal  of  kitchens,  fHctorieB,  and  Bhip/ards.  A 
frowzy,  tattered  blanket,  strung  across  from  wall  to  wall,  screens  off  what 
may  be  called  in  courtesy  a  back-shop,  in  which  the  business  is  generally 
transacted.  In  such  places,  which  swarm  in  every  town  and  villt^  id 
Scotland,  there  is  carried  on  an  amount  of  resetting  impossihle  to  cainpat«. 
Captain  George  Gordon,  the  able  superintendent  of  the  Perthshire  Police, 
Bays,  in  a  letter  not  hitherto  published, — "  In  addition  to  these  [pawn  aod 
low-brokers'  shops],  rag  stores  have  of  late  started  up  in  almost  every 
village  throughout  the  country,  which  are  quite  as  bad.  They  buy  up  all 
stolen  goods,  either  late  or  early,  no  matter  whether  it  be  from  children  or 
grown-up  persons  ;  and  as  they  have  no  licence,  they  defy  the  police  ;  and 
a]l  goods  supposed  to  be  stolen  are  with  the  least  possible  delay  altered  or 
defaced,  to  prevent  identity." — (April  1,  1861.)  An  equally  bad  cbaracler 
has  been  given  to  low-brokers  as  a  class  by  the  superintendents  of  polict 
in  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Paisley,  Ayr,  and  other  towns  and  counties,  h 
rives  one's  heart  to  think  of  the  poor  children,  who  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  are  being  lured  into  a  career  of  crime  by  these  heartless  and  un- 
principled scoundrels.  Captain  Ingram  of  the  Paisley  Police  gives  the  case 
of  two  boys,  employed  in  a  dyework,  who  were  detected  in  stealing  yam, 
and  who,  on  heing  taken  into  custody,  admitted  that  they  were  going  to 
sell  it  to  a  broker,  to  whom  they  had  formerly  sold  yarn  on  several  occa- 
sions, and  a  quantity  of  spun  silk  the  night  before.  "  The  police  went  to 
the  broker,  who,  as  usual,  denied  having  purchased  anything  whatever  from 
the  boys ;  but  on  searching  his  premises,  the  police  found  the  silk — three 
shillings  worth^for  which  the  hoys  had  only  received  the  miserable  pittance 
of  three  pence.  The  villain  not  only  knew  that  they  were  stealing  from 
their  employers,  hut  encouraged  them  to  do  so,  by  telling  them  to  bring  the 
yarn  and  spun  silk  to  him  in  greater  quantities,  and  he  would  give  theni 
more  money."  And  we  all  remember  how,  in  '54,  there  were  discovered 
in  Aberdeen  regular  training  schools  for  young  thieves,  secretly  institoted 
by  low-brokers,  one  of  these  infomous  places  being  attended  by  fifteen,  and 
another  by  nearly  forty  children  !  Almost  all  the  low-brokeries  througbout 
the  country  are  what  are  called  "  Wee  Pawns."  Their  keepers  have  no 
license  to  pawn  ;  they  have  only  the  brokers'  license  to  buy  and  seU ;  but 
they  will  lend  money  on  any  article,  and  retain  it  for  the  customer,  should 
he  repay  the  loan  with  enormous  interest  within  a  week.  Hence  tbeir 
traffic,  besides  (as  we  have  seen)  giving  the  most  fatal  encouragement  to 
thetl,  leads,  like  hoenced  pawnbroking,  to  drunkenness  and  destitution.  The 
tremendous  havoc  which  such  a  traffic  must  in  the  a^regate  be  working 
among  the  lower  classes  of  the  people,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
even  in  the  little  town  of  Perth  there  Nourish  36  low  brokers.  In  Abtr- 
deen  there  are  289  ;  in  Glasgow  (even  within  the  parliamentary  bounds  of 
the  city)  nearly  500, 

Pawnbroking  is  fitted  hy  its  nature  to  foster  thieving  quite  as  much  as 
low-broking  does.  All  the  thief  wants  is,  to  get  money  for  his  plunder ;  aad 
this  he  can  get  from  the  pawnbroker  by  going  through  the  form  of  pledging. 
Such  transactions  are  practically  sales.  The  pawnbroker  may  be  an  honesl 
man ;  but  in  numberless  cases  he  cannot  know — has  no  reason  even  to 
suspect — when  stolen  property  is  offered  him.  A  stolen  article  offered  in 
pawn  by  a  stranger,  to  whom  it  may  naturally  be  supposed  to  belong,  will 
never  be  refused.  It  is  therefore  simply  absurd  to  say  that  pawnbroking 
does  not  present  facilities  for  the  disposal  of  stolen  property,  and  therefore 
tempt  people  to  steal.     Let  any  unprejudiced  man  read  the  Pawnbrokeis' 
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Act,  and  ask  himself  why  it  makes  so  unusual  a  demand,  as  that  everj 
transaction  be  entered  in  a  book,  and  that  this  book  be  constantly  open  to 
police  inspection  ;  why  it  provides  for  the  apprehension  and  punishment  of 
persona  pledging  goods  unlawfully,  and  of  persons  unable  to  give  a  good 
account  of  themselves ;  why  it  forbids,  under  a  penalty,  the  taking  in  pledge 
or  anfinished  goods ;  why  it  empowers  police  officers  to  search  pawn-offices 
For  stolen  goods,  and  requires  the  pawnbroker  to  produce  such  pledges  as 
die  officers  suspect,  and  give  them  up,  if  identified,  as  stolen  property.  The 
nexD  is  obvious.  Because  the  Legislature  has  the  common  sense  to  see 
that  a  traffic  which  indiscriminately  converts  second-hand  goods  into  money, 
moat  offer  a  most  powerful  temptation  to  theft.  Further,  it  is  well  known 
tlat  in  towns  a  long  printed  list  of  the  goods  reported  stolen  on  the  previous 
%  is  sent  round  every  morning  to  each  pawnbroker ;  and  detectives  ai-e 
congtantty  making  the  round  of  the  pawn-offices  in  search  of  stolen  goods. 
Fill  any  rational  being  suppose  that  the  police  authorities  would  continue 
ihese  precautions,  did  they  not  know  well  that  the  pawn-office  is  a  natural 
teceptacle  for  stolen  goods  t  Pawnbroking  gives  less  actual  encouragement 
to  thieving  than  low-broking,  principally  because  of  these  regulations  ;  just 
u  a  ruffian  with  one  arm  tied  can  do  less  ezecutjon  than  another  with  both 
free.  Nevertheless,  the  natural  tendency  of  pawnbroking  to  foster  theft  is 
constantly  manifesting  itself  in  spite  of  these  precautions.  Xo  longer  ago 
Han  May  last,  forty  stolen  watches,  all  pawned  by  one  resetter,  were  dis- 
MiTered  in  a  pawnbroking  establishment  in  Glasgow.  The  proprietor, 
writing  to  some  of  the  Glasgow  papers,  said  it  was  a  very  remarkable  thing, 
«>[i9idering  that  the  assistant,  who  took  the  watches  in,  was  a  "  sort  of 
UDiteur  detective."  And  the  reader  naturally  asked  himself,  "  If  forty 
stolen  watches,  pawned  by  one  man  within  a  few  months,  did  not  excite 
the  suspicion  even  of  an  amateur  detective,  what  amount  of  stolen  property 
nay  not  be  taken  in' by  less  acute  men?"  Moreover,  these  watches  had  been 
described  in  the  police  lists  regularly  sent  to  this  establishment,  and  the 
police  (if  they  did  their  duty)  had  been  frequently  there  inquiring  after 
item ;  and  yet  it  seems  they  would  never  have  been  discovered,  but  for  the 
iocidental  discovery  of  the  tickets  in  a  low-broker'a  house.  And  the  reader 
naturally  thinks,  "  If  forty  stolen  watches  could  be  lying  at  the  same 
time  in  one  pawn-ofBce,  secure  from  the  police,  and  unsuspected  by  an 
bnest  pawnbroker  (for  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr  M'Lurkin,  de- 
■pite  his  business,  i^  an  honest  man),  what  a  frightful  amount  of  resetting 
may  be  practised  with  impunity  by  one  who  is  Aihonest  ?'  It  will  suffice 
(for  lack  of  space)  to  add  the  following  painful  and  significant  facts  elicited 
during  the  recent  ti'ial  of  Alexander  Hutchison  for  the  murder  of  his 
wife:— 

''  Margaret  Crockett  deponed — Tbe  decBaaed  was  much  addicted  to  drinlt.  Tie  prieonar 
■"!  frequently  left  his  clothta  in  onr  shop  to  prevent  them  being  pawned. 

"  Euphemia  Baicter  deponed — Hy  aunt  (tlie  murdered  woman)  drank  a  good  deal.  8be 
"SB  in  lie  habit  uf  pawning  Ih^prisoaer'e  clothes  and  furniture,  for  Die  purpose  of  procuring 
II '*t!  '^°^  "''^  ""^  *'"''^''  """^  imprisoned  for  stealing  articles  from  our  houae,  and  pawning 

Ay,  thank  God  \  pawnbroking  is  disreputable.  When  a  system  which 
fjppoaes  itself  to  every  agency  for  good,  fattens,  vampire-like,  on  the  very 
life-blood  of  the  poor,  and  fosters  some  of  the  deadliest  and  most  loathsome 
'ices  that  afflict  society — when  such  a  system  comes  to  be  regarded  with 
wtniplacency  and  respect,  virtue  must  have  ceased  to  please,  and  vice  to 
fepeL    But  pawnbroking  has  done  good  to  some  people — floating  them  over 
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unforeseon  emergenciea.  So  pawnbrokers  tny,  and  meny  people  believe. 
The  writer  of  this  article  has  been  huDgering  afler  anch  a  man  for  a  time- 
has  not  jet  found  one,  and  begins  to  think  the  varietj  extinct.  Nevertlie- 
less,  let  there  be  such  men  by  hypothesis ;  and  let  us  ask  ourselves,  Is  this 
gigantic  and  iniquitous  system  to  be  tolerated,  because  now  and  then  it 
saves  onenian  from  temporary  privation  !  Grod  forbid  1  When  people  are 
satisfied,  that  because  a  spoonful  of  aberry  aupporta  a  man  und^  the 
nervous  depression  attending  typhua  fever,  and  becauae  a  glaas  of  brand; 
has  been  known  to  revive  a  man  half-frozen  in  the  snow,  therefore  it  ie  a  i 
right  and  proper  thing  that  1800  houses  shouldbeopened  in  Glasgow  alone  far 
the  sale  of  raw  spirits ;  it  may  then  be  time  to  argue  that  a  system  should 
be  npheld  which  makes  a  hundred  thieves,  and  hands  two  or  three  over  to 
the  police,  and  for  every  man  it  saves  from  b^gary  drags  a  thousand  into 
it.    We  may  hei-eafter  conaider  how  this  crying  evil  ought  to  be  dealt  wid 
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Perhaps  no  class  of  office-bearers  in  the  Presbyterian  Chtireh  are  more  | 
generally  popular  than  our  precentors.     At  an  election  for  the  office  the 
congregation  take  a  mnsic  fever  for  a  few  weeks,  latent  grudges  disdoae  ! 
themselves,  reform  becomes  the  watchword  of  one  parly,  another  rallies 
round  the  good  old  tunea  which  have  been  droned  in  the  church  for  forlj 
years,  the  merits  of  the  candidates  are- discussed  with  a  vivacity  whici 
threatens  open  war ;  but,  once  the  election  is  made,  the  reign  of  harmoDj 
begins,  nnd  for  the  nest  thirty  years  perhaps,  when  one  or  two  new  genera-  I 
lions  have  sprung  up,  the  autocrat  of  mnsic  dispenses  law  to  the  congr^- 
tion  with  unchallenged  sway.     Buckle,  in  his  ignorance,  has  echoed  the  dj 
which  has  been  raised  years  ago,  that  Scotland  is  the  most  priest-riddta 
counliy  in  Europe:  had  he  only  said  j>receB{or-ridden  he  had  hit  nearer  tlx   : 
mark.  I 

This  patient  submission  to  irresponsible  authority  is  not  characteristic  of 
the  Scottish  people  in  other  matters,  nnd  least  of  all  of  dissenting  Fresbj-  i 
terians.     Indeed,  there  is  rather  an  excess  of  the  critical  spirit  manifested 
by  congregations  on  the  doctrine,  style,  and  oratory  of  the  pulpit ;  and  tlie 
decisions  of  sessions,  presbyteries,  and  synods  are  canvassed  with  a  freedom   | 
which  would  astonish  those  who  imagine  Presbyterians  dare  not  think  but 
as  their  ministers  advise  them.     But  who  ever  heard  of  a  rebellion  agsinsl 
a  precentor,  or  even  of  a  murmur  against  his  time,  taste,  or  tunes,  unles 
when  in  some  adventurous  moment  he  has  broken  the  routine  by  the  ialro-   I 
duction  of  a  new  airT  | 

Now,  with  all  respect  to  the  excellent  men  who  fill  the  precentor's  desk, 
we  cannot  think  that  the  deference  which  is  ao  universally  rendered  to  ihm 
is  deserved  on  account  of  any  very  supeiior  musical  attainmcnte,  which  gi" 
them  an  unquestioned  pre-eminence  above  all  the  congregation.  With  ihe 
exception  of  a.  few  in  our  larger  towns,  none  of  them  have  received  a  regular 
musical  education,  nor  have  they  been  instructed  in  a  cluss  whose  staniiard 
of  attainment  was  liigh,  nor  have  they  even  had  opportunity  to  hear  music 
of  a  high  order.  They  are  men  with  some  natural  gifts  of  ear  and  voife, 
who  have  picked  up  a  little  knowledge  of  singing  from  the  services  of  the 
Sahhath,  a  congregational  class,  the  chance  visits  of  a  professional  teacher, 
and  their  own  diligence  ;  hut  who  are  quite  inferior  to  many  of  those  they 
lead,  in  knowledge,  taaie,  and  skill.     For  during  the  last  twenty  years  (he 
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cultivKtion  of  mu^ic  Iibb  been  advancing  with  great  rapidity,  so  that  even  in 
remote  coontry  congregationa  you  have  a  Bprinkling  of  young  men  and 
women  who  are  no  mean  proflcienle  in  music,  and  who  are  tempted  to 
despise  a  style  of  singing  in  church  SO  greatly  inferior  to  what  they  have 
learned  in  our  city  schools. 

Neither  can  it  be  said  Chat  the  Hubmission  rendered  to  the  congregational 
leader  is  owing  to  the  meekness  with  which  he  wears  his  honours,  and  the 
gentleness  of  his  rule.  Precentors  are  but  men,  and  any  one  of  us  placed  in 
ibe  same  position  would  probably  display  the  same  peculiarities  :  we  should 
believe  our  standard  the  rule  of  perfection  ;  appeal  to  practices  which  were 
]iw  some  thirty  years  ago,  ae  decisive  against  the  introduction  of  anything 
wv;  resent  a  hint  on  adaptation,  more  correct  time,  a  livelier  style,  a  belter 
election,  greater  variety,  and  the  like,  as  an  attack  on  our  moral  character; 
and,  carefully  shunning  every  opportunity  of  improvement,  never  conde- 
seending  to  learn  after  we  had  been  invested  with  the  office  of  teacher,  and 
treating  every  professional  teacher  who  visited  our  town  as  an  intruder  and 
an  enemy,  we  should  go  on  singing  our  old  tunes  in  the  old  way,  setting  at 
defiance  the  newfangled  system  of  sol-faism,  and  gloiying  that  we  had  eung  ' 
For  thirty  years  and  had  never  stuck  a  tune. 

Now  this  may  be  all  very  comfortable  for  the  precentors;  bnt  as  congrega- 
tions, we  believe,  do  not  exist  for  the  precentors,  but  the  precentors  for  the 
congregations,  how  does  it  affect  them?  And  what  is  its  necessary  infln- 
siice  on  the  manner  in  which  the  praises  of  God  are  sung?  Let  any  person 
tarefully  note  for  twelve  months  the  tunes  which  have  been  sung  in  his 
eongr^ation,  their  adaptation,  and  the  manner  of  singing  them,  and  we 
itink  he  will  find  the  following  errors  almost  universal.  In  the  first  place, 
»long  with  some  flrst-rate  tunes  are  mixed  up  a  number  of  frivolous, 
tomaMnplftce,  and  vulgar  airs,  the  composition  of  unknown  precentors, 
wliila  many  tunes  of  the  highest  class,  grave,  rich,  and  sweet,  are  unknown. 
These  vulgar  tunes  are  repeated  so  often,  that  any  one  of  the  slightest  taste 
is  dilated  to  hear  them.  Tlien,  secondly,  we  have  very  singular  adapta* 
tions  of  tunes,  in  which  all  sense  of  poetic  teeling  and  all  devotion  are  set  at 
naught.  We  could  give  examples,  but  they  are  so  ludicrous  that  they  might 
appear  profane.  Let  one  suffice.  We  have  known  the  words  of  the  para- 
phrase, "  Few  are  ,thy  days,  and  full  of  woe,"  etc.,  sung  to  the  tune  Desert — 
atone, bythe  way,  uniit  for  any  words  whatever.  Then,  finally,  the  manner 
of  singing  only  aggravates  the  evil.  In  one  church  the  notes  are  nearly  all 
cf  equal  length,  and  that  double  what  they  ought  to  be,  with  innumerable 
slurs  between.  In  another,  where  the  singing  is  more  spirited,  there  is  such 
jCfegularity  of  time,  that'  the  several  divisions  of  a  congregation  are  sing- 
ing at  different  rates.  In  all  there  is  scarce  any  attempt  at  modulation,  and 
the  most  plaintive  or  exultant  lines  are  waved  out  in  the  same  style.  And 
for  these  evils  there  is  no  apparent  remedy.  Let  a  few  good  singers  make 
some  natural  efforts  to  improve  the  psalmody,  and  a  party  gather  round  the 
precentor;  and  it  soon  becomes  a  question  between  two  parties  in  the  church, 
and  not  one  of  better  or  worse  singing.  Let  the  session  interfere :  they 
may  be  very  worthy  men,  no  doubt  they  are,  but  what  do  they  know  of~ 
music!  And  so,  after  a  few  transient  exertions,  the  murmurs  die  away  in 
despair,  and  the  next  generation  grows  up  in  the  practice  of  bad  music,  to 
be  transmitted  to  future  ages. 

And  yet  there  are  signs  of  an  approaching  change ;  and  it  would  be  well 
that  congregations  studied  them,  and  made  their  preparations  in  time.  The 
musical  education,  of  which  raention  has  been  made,  obtained  by  young 
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ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  which  is  grndaall^  becoming  a  part  of  ii  liberal 
education  in  every  good  school,  is  introdnciag  among  us  a  class  who  are  in- 
disposed to  submit  much  longer  to  the  leadership  of  an  uneducated  precen- 
tor, and  the  dictatorship  of  the  desk.  On  the  score  of  taste,  they  might  be 
satisfied  to  endure  what  cannot,  it  must  be  confessed,  be  verj  readilj  cured; 
but  they  ask,  with  no  smail  appearance  of  reason.  Is  it  right  that  the  glori- 
oas  psalms  of  David,  or  the  beautiful  hymns  which  consecrated  genius  has 
transmitted  to  us,  should  be  drawled  or  bawled  in  the  atyle  of  a  street  ! 
balladT  When  secular  music  is  so  highly  cultivated,  and  in  every  gent«el  | 
fiimily  you  may  hear  very  good  singing,  why  is  our  Church  music  so  'm- 
ferior  1  Why  are  the  praises  of  God  to  be  sung  with  such  utter  want  of 
skill?  Sympathizing  in  these  views,  we  are  desiroud  of  helping  forwards 
peaceable  reformation. 

Whatever  exceptions,  may  be  found  to  the  above  statements  in  particolv 
congregations  or  localities  where,  through  a  happy  combination  of  circum- 
stances, excellent  singing  is  enjoyed,  we  think  none  acquainted  with  tlie 
congregations  aa  a  whole  will  deny  the  fidelity  of  the  description.     It  ap- 
pears, then,  that  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  music  talent  id  llie 
Church  which  is  not  made  available,  and  that  the  leaders  of  the  psalmodj,    i 
as  a  whole,  are  surpassed  by  some  of  those  they  are  supposed  to  instmcl, 
We  do  not  think  there  is  the  same  incongruity  in  other  departments  of    | 
congregational  work.     The  managers  are  not  infenor  to  any  persons  in  the 
Church  in  business  talents ;  and  the  Sabbath  school  teachers  are  the  flowen 
of  the  Church  for  piety  and  zeal.    Can  no  work  be  found,  then,  for  the  pions    I 
members  of  both  sexes  who  possess  superior  musical  education  and  t^nt! 
At  present,  as  we  have  seen,  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  leadership  of  (be    I 
congregations ;  they  cannot  join  the  classes  of  the  precentor,  for  they  sre 
superior  to  him  already,  and  there  is  nothing  he  can  teach  them ;  and  all 
the  benefit  of  their  previous  training  is  iu  this  way  lost  to  the  Church.    We 
would  suggest  as  at  least  a  partial  remedy,  that  a  change  be  made  in  the    | 
position  of  the  precentor.     In  the  first  place,  instead  of  possessing  uncon- 
trolled power  in  the  selection  of  the  tunes  for  public  worship,  he  ought  to 
submit  his  list  for  the  minister's  approval  i  by  this  means,  some  of  the  ex-     i 
isting  evils  would  be  mitigated.     Then,  secondly  and  principally,  the  pre- 
centor, as  precentor,  should  not  lie  chosen  to  conduct  the  congregational  classesfi' 
ihe  practice  of  sacred  music.     The  leadership  of  the  Church -singing  and  the 
leadership  of  the  congregational  classes  should  not  be  necessarily  associ> 
ated.    It  should  be  a  fixed  principle  with  congregations,  that  they  shall  have 
their  classes  conducted  by  any  one  they  please,— by  any  private  memher  of     i 
the  Church  whom  they  may  select,  or  by  a  professional  teacher  they  ma; 
engage.     The  precentor,  as  precentor,  is  simply  to  conduct  the  praise  of 
God  on  Sabbath,  and  is  neither  to  be  jealous,  nor  feel  his  pride  hurt,  though 
others  are  chosen  for  a  different  purpose.     If  the  precentor,  indeed,  is  veil 
qualified  to  be  a  teacher,  it  will  be  so  much  the  better ;  but  let  this  be  a 
separate  and  independent  consideration.     What  would  be  the  operaUon  of 
this  plan  1     At  present,  as  we  have  seen,  the  best  singers  in  the  Church  are 
dissociated  from  the  congregational  classes ;    and,  as  the  precentors  ^vbo 
teach  in  them  are  imperfectly  qualified  for  their  work,  all  who  attend  leam      ' 
only  what  they  teach,  and  thus  the  faults  of  the  teacher  are  perpetuated  to     i 
a  new  race.     But  by  this  new  system  all  the  trained  singers  would  gather     , 
round  a  superior  teacher  and  form  an  advanced  class,  into  which  otbeis 
would  be  drafted  as  they  became  qualified.     The  teacher,  whether  profes*      | 
sional  or  a  skilled  member  of  the  Church,  would  train  all  who  attended  bis 


THB  PHILOSOPHY  OP  THE  ISTINITB;        '."  417- 

dus,  including  the  precentor,  '\a  his  own  improved  and  cultivated  STStem  of 
nDging,  and  thus  an  impetus  would  be  given  to  the  wbole  worahip  of  the 
congregation.  And  if  at  any  time  the  congregRtion  that  had  employed  the 
precentor's  services  as  a  teacher,  thought  that,  for  a  session  or  a  quarter, 
they  should  engage  one  of  the  musie  teachers  employed  by  the  Synod  (in 
our  opinion,  a  congregational  necessity),  it  could  be  done  without  interfer- 
ing with  any  one's  supposed  rights,  or  in  the  least  disturbing  his  equanimity. 
In  all  this,  we  think,  there  are  elements  of  progress,  by  which  the  better 
caltivation  and  taste  of  modern  times  could  be  imported  into  the  remotest 
country  church. 

Probably  the  effect  of  such  an  arrangement  might  be  to  rediace  the  sala- 
ries of  precentors,  for  a  large  portion  of  the  present  salary  ia  voted  in  con- 
sideration of  the  week  evenings'  instrucUons.  Were  it  so,  it  would  be  a 
gain  rather  than  a  loss;  for  it  would  lessen  the  number  of  competitors  for 
the  office,  and  thus  induce  quite  a  different  class  of  persons  to  come  forward, 
to  whom  salary  is  no  otiject,  but  who  at  present  decline  to  present  them- 
selves lest  they  exclude  some  one  to  whom  the  £5,  £10,  or  £15,  which  is 
offered,  is  of  some  consequence.  Now,  this  is  an  end  which  ought  to  be 
aimed  at  by  all  congregations,  to  have  well-educated  as  well  as  good  musi- 
dang  in  the  desk, — leaders  who  can  do  more  than  sing — who,  with  culti-* 
Tsted  intellects  and  devout  bearrs,  can  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  words  as 
well  as  of  the  music,  and  thus  wed  them  together  in  congenial  fellowship^ 
Koand  such  precentors~-and  we  have  some  admirable  specimens  of  them, 
ihongh  they  might  be  more  numerous — would  gather  all  the  devout  of  the 
Cburch ;  their  classes,  if  they  conducted  them,  would  no  longer  be  regarded 
M  places  where  idle  youths  could  spend  a  noisy  evening;  they  would  be 
regarded  as  means  of  attuning  voice  and  spirit  for  the  praise  of  God,  and 
the  churches  would  gradually  advance  in  the  holy  art  of  Sacred  Music 
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Me  Calderwood  possesses,  in  a  high  de-  were  stmck  with  a  frequent  appearance 
BTe»,  two  qualifications  eminently  necee-  of  captiousneHB,  almost  amounting  tc 
"wy  in  the  critic, — a  sincere  love  ot  truth  unfaimesa,  which  we  then  aacribed  to  a 
for  ite  own  sake,  and  a  candid  respect  moral  source.  Wo  are  now  convinced, 
tor  the  men  whose  views  he  examines,  however,  that  its  origin  is  ratlier  to  be 
Bis  personal  feelings  towards  his  great  sought  in  conformation  or  habit  of  mind; 
•facner,  Sit  William  Hamilton,  eepe-  and  that  Mr  Calderwood — while  neither 
<^ially,  are  those  of  genuine  affection  and  shallow  nor  cloudy  in  Ids  independent 
teverence,— an  affection  and  a  reverence  conceptions  of  abstract  truths — as  a 
ttfi  more  pleasing  and  the  more  stable,  controvertist,  labours  under  the  disad- 
sa  they  show  themselves  in  independence  vantage  of  a  decided  defectiveness  of  in- 
sad  not  in  Bcrvihty  of  thought.  We  tellectual  sympathy,  which  often  keeps 
^•nnot  be  mistaken  in  thus  describing  him  from  seizing  the  real  drift  of  his 
Mr  Cftlderwood's  feelings  towards  Sir  opponent's  argumentfl.  It  is  in  this 
"iUiam  Hamilton,  the  man ;  but  to-  manner  alone  that  we  can  account  for 
"Mds  Sir  William  as  the  metaphysician  his  describing,  aa  he  frequently  does, 
J^  the  philosopher,  we  are  far  from  the  earnest  and  deeply  philosophical 
™ng  satisfied  that  he  has  done  equal  speculations  of  Sir  W.  Hamilton  and 
jnstice.  On  reading,  in  its  first  edition,  Dr  Maosel,  as  "  logical  quibbles "  and 
™«  "  Philosophy  of  the  Infinite,"  we  "  word- juggling."    In  proof  of  this  im- 


'  PhilnBonlif  of  the  Infinite :  a  Treatise  on  Uan's  Knowledgo  ol  the  Infinite  Btdng,  In 
^jsyef  to  Sir  William  Hamilten  and  Dr  ManseL     Bj  the  Rev.  lleiirj  Calderwoodl     Beoond 


0,  greatly  enlai^ed. 

■  IX.,  VOL.  v.,  NEW  gEIUES.- 


4I&                           THE  PHILOSOPHr  CXP  THE  ISItSlTA 

perfeBtion  c^  qrmcatJi^,  we  nifty  iMtttBoe  potable  loodM  of  beii^.  Eor  if  any 
the  first  "  coDftideTation  "  auggested  in  actual  mode  can  be  denied  of  it,  it  u  K- 
Sir  W.  Hamilton's  letter  to  Mr  Calder-  lated  to  that  mode,  and  limited  by  it : 
wood,  and  his  reply.  Sir  William's  vorda  and  if  any  poeaible  mode  can  be  denied 
ftre  as  follow :  "  The  Infinite  which  I  of  it,  it  is  capable  of  becoming  more 
contemplate  is  considered  only  as  in  than  it  now  is,  and  snch  a  capability  is 
thought;  the  Infinite  beyond  thought  a  limitation.  Indeed,  it  is  obrious,  that 
being,  it  may  be,  an  ohteet  of  belief,  but  the  entire  distinction  between  the  pca- 
not  at  knowledge.  This  conaideTati<ai  aible  and  the  actual  can  have  no  exist- 
vbviatea  many  oryooi  objeoticma."  We  ence  aa  r^ards  the  absolat^y  infinite, 
will  extract  from  Mr  Calderwood's  reply ;  for  an  nnrealized  poeeibility  is  necee- 
the  whole  is  too  lengthy  for  our  present  sarily  a  relation  and  a  limit."  Sir  Wil' 
limits  : — "  There  is,  and  can  be,  but  one  liam  and  Dr  Mansel  reason  thus.  We 
Infinite,  and  that  not  in  thonght,  but  have  here  a  notion  of  the  Infinite  d 
beyond  thoDght,  whelJier  it  be  the  object  which  ihe  hnraan  mind  is  capable,  and 
of  thought  or  not.  To  ipeaJi  of  any  which  having  leixed,  it  must  find  any 
other  Infinite,  is  to  treat  of  that  whicn  notion  of  the  Infinite  which  falls  shwt 
has  no  existence.  The  Infinite  in  thought,  of  it  so  far  imperfect.  The  man,  tbeie- 
if  Buch  were  poaaibk,  mnst  be  iafinile  fore,  who  believes  that  there  is  one  ab- 
thought;  and  it  is  granted,  and  never  solute  and  Infinite  Being,  cannot  be 
was  denied,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  the  satisfied  witli  ascribing  to  Him  any 
fijiite  mind  cannot  have  infinite  thon^t.  other  infinitude  than  that  which  we 
*  The  Infinite  beyond  thought,'  etc.  Thi»  have  described.  But,  on  the  cither  hand, 
aecand  declaration  involves  a  manifest  this  notion  beang  only  an  abettact  id«a, 
contradiction  of  the  fitat,.  and  ahowa  aiid,  aa  a  poeitive  concept  to  the  iiuiiiau 
that  Sir  W.  Hamilton  did  not  content-  faculties,  impossible,  man  cannot  bsni- 
plate  tlie  Infinite 'only  as  in  thought.'"  fer  this  notion  from  the  abstract  to  the 
Now,  the  meaning  oi  Sir  William,  here,  concrete,  and  actually  conceive  or  think 
appears  to  us  very  obvious ;  and  equally  of  any  being  as  thus  infinite.  Hay, 
obvious  does  it  appear,  that  Mr  Calder-  more,  he  is  forced,  when  under  the  im- 
wood  has  failed  to  adze  it.  The  idta  at'  pulse  ot  taitii  he  deals  with  tiie  SofireDie 
the  Infinite  as  existing  in  the  homan  as  an  ictnal  eziatenee,  to  violate  this 
mind,  and  the  Infinite  as  an  independent  notion  of  the  Infinite  \  for  when  he  con- 
reality,  whether  the^  correspond  or  not,  oeiyes  (v  thinks  of  any  being  as  existing, 
are  surely  two  things.  Sir  William  he  is  compelled,  by  ihe  very  conatitutioD 
means  to  say,  All  my  strictures  on  the  of  his  mind,  to  think  of  him  as  being 
Infinite  apply  simply  to  that  idea  of  the  something  and  not  everything,  and  thus 
Infiyoite  wSich  alone  is  possible  to  the  aa  Umited  and  not  infinite.  Aus  buiasn 
human  mind  (which  idea  suiely  is  in  faith  and  human  reason  are  necessarily 
thought).  This  I  affirm  to  be,  as  a  poei-  antagonistic.  All  reality  is  harmonioui ; 
tive  concept,  impossible.  I  do  not  for  therefore,  could  we  attain  to  that  su- 
thia  declare  the  Infinite  itself,  as  a  Teal  preme  r^ty  to  which  both,  faith  ud 
essence,  impo»ble ;  on  iite  contrary,  I  reason  point,  we  should  find  titat  the 
maintain  tbat  it  may  be.  I  go  on  sub-  contradtctiona  which  now  an  unavoid- 
sequently  to  declare  th^  it  ou^t  to  be  able  had  all  disappeared.  But,  in  the 
an  object  of  belief,  though  not  of  know-  meantime,  it  remams  true,  that  we  ean 
ledge.  have  no  positive  thought,  thcrefine  no 

It  would  require  much  more  space  knowledge,  of  an  InfiniteBeing.  Similu 

than  we  can  here  command,  to  state,  difficulties  surround  the  notion  of  the 

however  briefly,  the  views  of  the  two  absolute.    The  questions  here  raised  ue 

above-named   philosophen,  relative  to  not  mere  logical  quibbles :  tbey  are  nn- 

the  momentous  questions  here  treated ;  cere  and  solemn  difficulties,  and  should, 

but  as  a  sort  of  nucleus  around  which  to  in  a  uncere  and  solemn  spirit,  be  mrt. 

collect  our  few  and  imperfect  stricturee.  Before,  in  our  imperfect  manner,  weat- 

we  shall  quote  three  sentences  from  Dr  tempt  this  task,  we  would  call  on  tbtse 

Hansel's  work,  "  The  Limits  of  Religious  for  whom  we  would  attempt  it,  clearly 

Thought:" — "That  which  is  conceived  to   understand  their    present   postion- 

—  absolute  and  infinite,  must  be  con-  Faith   and  reason,   they  say,  certainly 

_.j  __   ....^.i..-.. ..  ^t),j^  i(ae]f  the  appearnow  tobe  in  antagoniMn,  but,iii 

actual,  but  of  all  trutli,  they  are,  and  will  eventually  be 
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ttmod  to  be,  in  perfect  h&rmony.    Does 

dug  mean  thato  the  contradiction  now> 
felt  between  the  DOtion  of  the  Infinite,  long  as  in  Au  mirtd  ibej  are  hostile,  he 
derived  froni  re«son  and  applied  H>  the  cannot  aimnltsneonalj  IJeliere  them.  It 
Deity  of  being,  "potentially  everything,     is  perfectly  poesible,  indeed,  tor  boatila 

and  actoolly  nothing,"  and  that  deriTsd  beliefs  t«  be  at  different  times,  by  tJM 

from  faith  of  a  pereonal  Being,  vho  haa  eame,  and  that  a  maater  mind,  enter- 
definite  moral  attributes  of  love,  justice,     tained ;  and  thiamaybe  Dt  Manael's  real 

etc,  and  the  entire  absence  of  their  op-  position.     Or  this  may  be  otherwise  ex- 

jjoatee,  ia  not  a  real  coutradictian,  but  plained.     There  are  two  ways  in  which 

one  tbat  springs  from  the  imperfection  we  may  be  aaid  to  believe  a  proposition, 

of  onr  facntties  ?    No,  anreiy,  this  is  not  We  may  believe  the  real  material  of  the 

what  is  maintaiaed,  which  is  rather  this ;  proposition  —  the    poeitiTe   truth    con- 

Ihe  great  realiPf  to  which   faith  and  tained  in  it.     For  this,  it  is  clearly  ne- 

resaon  bear  witness,  differs  from  vbab  cessary  that  we  should  definitely  con- 

ather  reason  <H- faith  repreecmls  it  to  be.  ceive  that   truth.     Or  we  ma;  belieTe 

The  contradiction  between  their  i«pre-  the  fact,  that  there  u  truth  in  a  certain 

leotatioaa  i»  real,  but  ^eir  repreeenta-  proporitdon^pocaessing,    of    the    real 

tione  may   deviate  immeasurably  from  meaning  of  the  proposition,   a  ocmcefH- 

Ide  reality.     Now,  if  thia  be  so — if  rea-  tion  more  or  lem  correct  and  defimtr; 

MQ  and  faitJi  ai«  so  ineoDristeart,  and  so  or  possiUy  no  conception  at  all.     In 

little  trustworthy,  invalichrting  each  the  either  case,  what  is  properly  believed  is 

other's  testimony,  the  only  raeomoe  foE  conceived.    In  the  last  case,  tiie  material 

true  philosophy  must   be,  to  stand  in  of  the  proposition   does   not   certain^ 

doubt  of  botn.    Dr  Hanjwl  seems  to  idl-  enter  into  the  sahtitance  of  the  betie£ 

low  a  different  cottrae,  and  not  only  Whether  the  proposition,  when  nntiar- 

lo  confide  alike  in  human  faith  and  stood,  contain  truth  or  not,  the  person 

huuan   reason,   but   to   believe  nmul-  who  ijina  simjdy  aaaenta  to  that  proposi- 

taoeously  in  their  plainly  ocmtradictory  tion  cannot  properly  be  said  to  believe 

itatflmenta.    After  he  has,  in  tike  most  the  trutJi  which  it  contains.    Thus,  an 

able  and  oonrinoing   manner,  argued  intelligent  child  might  leam  and  repeat 

&i  utt«r    iuooropatmUty   of    tlie    ab*  the  whole  of  the  first  booh  of  Euclid, 

stract  notions  of  the  'abaolute  and  the  and  might  devoutly  believe  ite  propom- 

infinite  respectivaly,  and  of  both  with  tions  to  be  true,  and  eniirely  true ;  but 

tlist  of  personality,  he  goes  on  to  my, —  tiat  is  far  from  proving  that  the  child 

"  It  is  our  duty  to  think  of  God  aa  per-  behevea  the  |>oHitive  truth  contained  in 

sorul ;  and  it  is  onr  duty  to  believe  that  those  propositions.      Now,  we    are   all 

He  is  infinite."     Dr  Hansel   doubtl«es  liable'  to  substitute  the  child's  belief  in 

deems,  and  rincerely  deems,  that  he  him-  tto  truth  of  a  atatement,  for  a  belief  in 

Be)f  performs  this  duty  of  simultaneous  the  statement  itKtf ;  and  in  this  way  we 

<x)nd]cting   belief ;   but  we  cannot   but  may  be  said  to  believe  in  inconceivable 

ngard  him  as  in  this  mistaken.     Belief,  and  contradictory  things.     In  words  are 

'Whether  it  be  drawn  from  reason,  or  be  the  representatioua  of  ideas,  and  not  the 

founded  on  external  authority,  requires  ideas  themselves ;  and  thus  it  may  well 

SB  idea.     We  may  utter  a  proposition,  happen,   that  while  two   contradict^ny 

the  words  of  which  convey  no  idea  to  ideas  must  be  mutually  exclusive,  two 

our  mind ;  but  we  cannot  believe  the  contradictory  terms,  bwng,  after  all,  in 

proportion,  unless  we  have  an  idea  aa  themselves  dead,  and  thereFore  quiescent  ~ 

^«11  as  words.    To  take  the  present  in-  formulfe,  may  easily  be  combined.     We 

BtADce :  "  It  is  onr  dnty  to  think  of  God  see  no  esc^M  for  Dr  Mansel  himself.  Sir 

^  peraonaL"     Here  is  a  certain  idea.  William  Hamilton,    or  their  disciples, 

^ffia, :  "  It  is  our  duty  to  believe  that  from  the  dilemma  here  indicated.   Either 

He  is  infinite."     Here  is  another  idea,  the^  must  alternately,  in  point  of  fact, 

These  two  ideaa  are,  on  the  Professor's  believe  the  supposed  testimony  of  reason 

own  showing,   to   the  human  intellect  and  of  faith,  or  they  mxat  subititute  for 

ntterly  contradictory.     Now,   it  is  not  bdief  in  the  contents  of  a  teatimony,  a 

poaaible  for  any  inldilect  aimultaneously  blind  affient  to  the  truth  a!  a  atatement, 

to  hold  beliefs  which  itself  feels  to  be  or  they  must  believe  that  the  truth  is 

"Sntradietory.     And  therefore,   though  different  from  either  of  the  testimonies. 

'We  shoold,  for  argument's  sake,  allow  Melancholy  alternatives  these  for  the 
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gemtine  lover  of  truth  I    AlteraalJTeB,  natarol  intuition,  relative  to  the  b^g 

with  anj  one  of  which  ueceesity  alone  and    the    nature    of    God,    have  been 

could  compel  him  to  rest  content.     We  varioualy  interpreted ;   and  some  have 

now  proceed  to  etat«  the  grounds  of  our  derived  that  from  direct  and  necessary 

bumble  bat  decided  convictioD,  that  the  intuition  which  others  ascribe  solely  to 

proposed  compromise  between  reason  and  necessary  inference.   Probably  the  truth 

isitu  is  as  superfluous  as  it  is  delusive.  hea  between  both  views;  and  as  there  isin 

Let  it  he  observed  that  the  premise,  man  a  natural  capacity  for,  and  tendency 

which  is  the  basis  of  Dr  Mansef's  argu-  to,  other  cognitions  and  affections,  which 

ment,  as  given  above,  is,  in  point  of  fact,  must  yet  be  dm'mant  and  undeveloped 

hypothetical.    "  That  whkh  is  conceived  till  the  proper  objects  are  presented  to 

as  absolute  and  infinite,  etc."    But  why  them,  so  is  there  a  capacity  for,  and  a 

should   we   conceive   anything   aa   thtu  tendency  towards,  the  recognition  of  s 

absolute  and  infinite?  What  reason  have  anpremeinviubleobjectof  woishtp,  love, 

we  to  Jjelieve  or  to  declare  that  any  such  otwdience,  and  trust, — only  to  he  eier- 

infinite  and  absolute  exists  ?     Isnotei-  cieed,  however,  when  by  revelation  why 

istence  itself,  as  distinguished  from  non-  reasoning  that   object  is  made  known, 

existence,  a  limitation  and  a  relation  ?  It  However  this  be,  even  the  meet  zeaioue 

seems  to  be  forgotten,  that  undcrived  as  champion    of     intuitive    teaching    will 

well  as  derived  existence,  as  a  fact,  must  scarcely  maintain  tbat  it  includes  sucb 

be  distinguished  from  all  abstract  notion ;  pbiloeophic  notions  of  the  Deity  aa  ab- 

And  thus,  though  we  should  grant  tbat  solntelyabsohite  and  absolat«ly  infinite, 

snpreme  existence  were  as  infinite  and  as  we  have  been  considering.     These,  if 

BS  absolute  as  abstract  absoluteness  end  to  be  defended  at  all,  must  be  so  on  the 

infinitude,  still  it  could  not  be  identical ;  ground  of  abstract  reasoning.     We  be- 

atfurthest,it  must  correspond  with  them;  Ueve  that  we  are  correct  in  luniting  the 

and  this  correspondence  forms  a  distinc-  really    formidable   to   those   who   have 

tion  and  a  relation.     But  why  gratui-  sincerely   held    them   conolusiTe   tigv- 

tously  suppose  such  a  correspondence  ments  on  this  side  to  two.    The  first  we 

between  the  real  and  the  aketract  as  shall  briefly  state  in  a  sentence  from  Dr 

must  violate  ourfumlamentH]  and  essen-  Mansel :    "We  are  compelled,  by  tiie 

.ti&l  conceptions  of  reality  itself  ?  Reality  constitution  of  our  minds,  to  believe  in 

is   that   which   can   be   the   subject   of  the  existence  of  an  absolute  and  infinite 

affirmation.  Now,  there  is  certainly  com-  Being,  as  the  complement  of  our  coi- 

^isedin  all  affirmation  three  notions :  1.  aciousnessof  therektiveand  the  finite." 

That  which  the  thing  is.     2.  That  which  The  foundation  of  this  argument  seen;s 

it  is  not.      3.  The   boundary  between  to  be,   that   correlatives    suppose  each 

them.     And  thus  all  affirmation  implies  other,   or,    to   use   Sir  W.    Hamilton's 

limitation.  Unlimited  affirmation,  there-  words,  "  the  science  of  opposites  is  one." 

fore  =^  Don -limitation  ^=-  nothing.  But  it  is   one  thing  to  say  that  there 

We  have  termed  the  supposition  of  an  must  be  such    and    such    an   abstract 

absolutely  absolute   and   absolutely  in-  notion,   and  quite  another  to  say  that 

finite  Being  a  gratuitous  one  ;  but  it  is  there  must  be  such  and  sncb  a  living 

nottobeimaginedthat  such  deep  thinkers  reality.       And    because    one     ahetnct 

as  Sir  W.  Hamilton  and  Dr  Mansel  should  notion  corresponds  with  a  reality,  it  by 

have  rested  in  this  notion,  with  all  its  no  means  follows  that  its  correlative  ab- 

acknowledged  difficulties,  without  some,  stract  notion  has  a  oorrespondine  reality. 

at  least,  supposed   grounds   for  such  a  Thus,ifwerea8on,  "To  acknowledge  the 

belief.      These   grounds,   if   they  truly  idea  of  limit  of  any  kind,  is  virtually  lo 

exist,  must  be  found  in  revelation,  in  acknowledge  tbat  of  absolute  illimita- 

induction,  in  intuition,   or  in   abstract  tion ;  ther^ore,  as  the  relative  and  the 

reasoning.     It  is  certainly   (the   philo-  finite  exist,  the  absolute  and  the  infinite 

BOphers   in  question   themselves    being  must  also  exist:"  by  asimilarprocessne 

judges)  not  in  the  two  first,  which  bear  might  reason,  "To  acknowledge  the  idea 

unequivocal  testimony  to  the  Supreme  of  existence,  is  virtually  to  actnowledge 

as  a  personal  Being,  of  transcend^it  but  that  of  non-existence ;  therefore,  ascoD- 

posilive  wm  ;  wi^  a  perfect,   therefore  crete  existence  exists,  concrete  non-ei- 

definite  moral  character  ;   and  holding  istence  must  also  exist." 

certain  definite  relations  witii  the  crea-  The  second  philosophical  argument  ve 

tures  of  His  hand.    The  teachings  of  allude  to,  and  of  which  we  see  tracee,  no 
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Terj  defined,  in  Dr  H&nBdl'a  book,  may 
beampUfledthua:  "All definite rektion, 
iS  definite  actuality,  Buppoeea  limita- 
tion. Were  the  being  of  God,  in  any 
sense,  vltbin  the  possible  or  conceivable, 
and  not  co-extenaiTewith  them,  jou  have 
the  idea  of  limit,  and  with  limit  a  limit- 
ing power  and  will.  Whose  are  this 
power  and  will  ?  Not  (Jod's  ;  for,  by  the 
eappceition,  Grod's  being  has  always  been 
ikas  limited,  and  therefore  it  would  have 
been  too  late  for  Him,  wben  existing,  to 
will — to  limit  Hia  existence.  Besides, 
llie  very  will  to  limit  supposes  limitation. 
Will  is  only  poaaible  under  limitation  ; 
tiie  Absolute  can  will  nothing  :  its  state 
is  absolute  indifference.  If,  therefore, 
God  is  limited,  He  must  be  limited  by 
Bomething  without.  That  something,  as 
limiting  Bim,  must  be  superior  to  Him, 
must  be  really  the  Deity."  Now,  if  we 
object  to  this  reasoning,  as  being  in  oar 
Tiew  clearly  erroneous^  it  is  not  that  we 
presume  to  describe  the  whole  subject  as 
clear,  or  as  anything  but  highly  myste- 
rious. Our  great  objection,  indeed,  to 
the  ressoning  we  are  treating  of  is,  that 
it  seeks  to  remove  mystery  in  a  manner 
vhich,  though  it  had  been,  as  respects 
its  particular  end,  successful,  would  have 
required  the  relinquishment  of  truth — 
the  a  pnsieTiori  must  have  been  sacrificed 
to  the  i  priori — while  we  also  object  to 
it,  that,  even  for  its  own  end,  it  is  not 
efficient.  The  argument  we  speak  of 
comes  to  this :  If  God  had  any  particu- 
lar qualities,  or  any  special  modes  of  ex- 
istence, it  would  be  necessary  to  account 
for  His  having  these  and  not  others ;  and 
this  catmot  be  accounted  for,  except  on 
the  suppodtion  of  a  will  and  choice  an- 
terior and  superior  to  God  Himself. 
Therefore,  as  there  can  be  no  will,  no 
choice  superior  to  His,  God's  bdng  must 
include  all  qualities,  e^  modes  of  being. 
But  it  is  forgotten,  that  if  we  are  bou^ 
to  account  for  God's  having  certain  spe- 
cial modes  of  eziBt«iice,  we  are  just  as 
much  bound  to  account  for  His  existing 
^t  alL  If  we  take  the  h  priori  alone,  it 
is  much  eauer,  simpler,  and  less  mysteri- 
ous to  suppose  not  only  no  God,  but  no 
existence  at  all :  for  existence  can  never 
account  for  itself ;  it  can  only  tell  us 
^l  it  is,  never  lehy  it  is.  It  cannot  go 
t^ni  or  before  itself,  to' explain  the 
Mystery  of  its  being ;  whereas  non-ei- 
isteoce  has  nothing  io  explain,  nothiug 
to  icoount  tor— no  mystery,  in  abort— 
^Qd  thus  presents  no  a  priori  difficulties 


to  reason  whatever.  Bnt  then  the  h  pot- 
teriori  is  conclusive  against  it.  We  know 
that  existence  is ;  thw^fore  no  h  priori 
difficulties  as  to  how  it  comee  to  be,  can 
prevail  with  us  to  disbelieve  in  it.  Fur-' 
tber,  if,  by  a  process  of  necessary  induc- 
tion, we  rise  from  the  fact  of  existence 
generaUy,  to  that  of  a  great  First  Cause 
or  origin  of  all  existence,  Himself  uuori- 
ginated,  and  believe  in  this  fact,  though 
we  are  not,  nor  ever  shall  be,  able  to 
account  for  it ;  so  may  it  be,  so  in  phi- 
losophic necessity  must  it  be,  with  the 
nature  of  that  eiistence.  We  can  never 
account  lor  that  nature  being  such  ss  it 
is,  and  no  other  ;  but  yet  must  believe 
that  it  is  such  as  it  is,  and  no  other,  t.  e., 
that  it  is  definite,  and  suatainiDg  certain 
definite  relations,  and  is  not  (philosophL- 
ci^)  absolute.  Perhaps  it  will  be  said, 
"  We  know  that  existence— that  God, 
t.  e.,  nnor^nated  existence,  is ;  but  we 
do  not  know  what  God,  i.  e.,  unorigi- 
nated  existence,  is."  We  grant  the  parUal 
truth  of  this  assertion ;  but  though  we 
should  grant  its  entire  truth,  and  admit 
that  we  know  nothini/  of  the  nature  of 
God,  still  we  must  maintain  that  the  very 
same  faculties  whereby  we  know  that 
God,  t.  e.,  unoriginated  existence,  is, 
oblige  UB  by  sheer  necessity  to  conceive 
of  ^t  existence  as  having  a  de&nit« 
character.  We  cannot  conceive  that 
God  is,  without  conceiving  that  God  is 
something.  "  Yea,  but,"  says  the  phib- 
sopher,  ''  though  we  cannot  cooceive  the 
existence  of  God  as  absolute,  i.  e.,  with- 
out separate  qualities,  we  are  ^loeo- 
phioally  bound  to  believe  it."  We  ask 
again,  "  On  what  ground?"  "  On  the 
ground  that,  if  G^  be  something,  you 
must  find  a  readon  why  He  is  that  some- 
thing and  nothing  else;  and  a  reason  for 
this  can  never  be  found."  We  put  it 
back  to  him,  "  On  your  showing,  you 
must  find  a  reason  why  God  is  existent 
and  not  non-existent ;  and  a  reason  for 
thix  can  never  be  found." 

The  truth,  as  we  imagine,  is,  that  we 
do  wrong  to  our  reason  when  we  would 
force  it  to  account  for  eternal  fact.  To 
account  for  a  thing,  we  must  find  some- 
thing more  elernal.  more  certain,  more 
powerful,  more  supreme  than  it«elf.  But 
nothing  can  be  more  eternal,  more  cer- 
tain, more  powerful,  more  supreme  than 
fact ;  for  all  certainty,  all  power,  all 
supremacy,  must  be  rooted  in  eternal 
reaUty,  in  an  eternal  existence — in  other 
words,  in  an  eternal  Fact.  The  that  and 
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the  iphat  ore  as  ancie&t  and  as  supine  as  tial  attriliut«g ;  but  no  one  will  affirm 

aDj  why.     In  trnth,  we  believe  that  ab-  that   the   knowledge   to   which  we  can 

stract  reaaon  will  concar  with  intuition,  attwn  is  adequate"  (p.  218).    "  If  the 

With  induction,  and  with  reveUtion,  in  objecta  are  man;  with  which  we-  ha«e 

deacribing  God,  the  Bole  Source  and  Sua-  only  a  limited  acqnuirt«nce,  it  ia  maui- 

tMner  of  existence,  as  a  pereonal  Being,  feet  that  the  Infinite  Being  moat  be  one 

aheolute,  ae  He  dependa  on  no  ot^er  for  of  these ;  and  not  oiilf  ao,  but  whatever 

fiia  «xiBtence,   nature,   continuance,  or  be  our  advancement  in  the  knowltdge 

activity,  while  all  other  beings  are  for  of  Hia  eicellencea,  ila  increaaing  ei- 

all  aheolutely  dependent  upon  Him ;  but  panaion  muat  ever  continue  to  be  recog- 

abeolute  in  a  sense  that  demanda  only  the  nised  aa  only  partial  in   its  meaaoK" 

abeenoe  of  dependence,  the  ateence  of  all  (p.  21 B). 

relatione  with  other  beings  external  to  Mr  (^derwood's  woA  is  cbaract^iied 
Hie  own  will :  and  that  by  no  meana  for-  by  extremely  jntt,  and,  for  the  most  part, 
bide  the  cotuiitution  by  this  Absolute  harmonious  views,  perBpiououaly  and 
Being  of  relationa  with  others,  Uig  crea^  pleaaingly  expressed ;  while  many  of  hia 
tures  ;  eternal  in  duration,  bat  definite  argumenla  and  trains  of  argument  are 
in  diaracter ;  with  a  limited,  though  forcible  and  very  vaJnabLe.  We  would 
possibly  by  the  creature  mind  nndiacov-  eapeciaJly  instance  the  chapteia  entitled, 
erable  number  of  attributes — these  attri-  "  Charscteriatica  of  Knowledge,"  and 
butee  infinite  in  capacity,  as  embracing,  "  Teetimony  of  Scripture."  At  the  aame 
in  present  graap,  an  infinity  of  objects,  time,  for  the  reaaon  we  have  given  above, 
extending  horn  an  eternity  paat  unto  an  as  an  answer  to  hia  opponents,  tJie  book 
eternity  to  come,  yet  in  Uieir  nature  is  decidedly  defective ;  and  much  llat  is 
complementing,  therefore  limiting  each  materially  rieht  is  formally  irreleraDt, 
other,  or  by  tbe  neceeaity  of  their  essence  from  ita  not  bdng  brought  logically  to 
limiting  themeelvee,  but  all  oombining  bear  upon  hia  twIveTsaries'  real  drift. 
to  form  a  whole,  perfect  and  transcend-  Had  Mr  Calderwood,  in  some  such  mode 
ent,  which  to  all  eternity  shall  he  inex-  as  we  have  followed,  but  with  that  am- 
haustible,  but  which  even  now  ia  not  plitude  which  his  a^ce  allowed,  and  that 
incognizable  by  the  creature  mind  and  clearnees  and  precision  of  eipresaioa  for 
heart.  which  he  is  remarkable,  first  turned 
Mr  Calderwood's  views  on  theae  mo-  aside  the  face  of  bis  opponents'  obstinate 
mentous  themes  do  not,  we  believe,  negations,  he  might,  with  far  greater 
differ  considerably  from  those  we  have  aatiafaction  and  eonclusiveneaa,  have 
here  expressed.  Thus  he  says:  "If  availed  himaelf  of  the  oonfimiation  to  hia 
the  Absolute  be  that  'which  exists  in  ownviewsof thdrpositivebeliefe.  From 
and  by  itself,'  it  does  not  follow- that  their  own  premises,  the  conclnaions  drawn 
other  beings  may  not  derive  their  ex-  by  these  moat  logical  thinkers  are  legl- 
iatence  from  the  Absolute"  (p.  191).  timate,  nay,  inevitable.  If  there  he  any 
"  It  seems  impossible  for  any  one  to  entity  that  is  absolutely  abaoiute,  also- 
deny  that  the  Infinite  does  exist  in  re-  lutely  infinite,  and  absolutely  uncondi- 
lation.  Upon  this  matter  of  fact  it  is  tioned,  such  a  bang  (it  being  it  might 
impossible  to  differ ;  and  it  seems  inevi-  be  called)  could  not  certainly  be  known, 
tihly  to  follow,  that  the  whole  dispute  or  even  conceived,  by  the  human  mind, 
is  nothing  better  than  a  strife  of  words,  (Nay,  Mr  Calderwood  has  well  shown 
originated  by  a  definition  of  the  Infinite,  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  imagine  that 
which  has  no  application  to  any  object"  we  ehouhl  be  any  nearer  the  point  when 
(p.  300).  BeE^ting  the  last  point  we  have  ceased  to  be  "  men  on  earth," 
touched  on — that  God,  though  inex-  and  now  become  "as  the  angeJa  in 
hauetible,  is  not  incognizable  by  the  heaven.")  Any  knowledge  or  conception 
creature — it  was  the  proving  this  posi-  respecting  it  must  be  not  simply  putial, 
tion,  as  is  well  known,  that  called  forth  but  mist^en ;  for  knowledge  and  con- 
Mr  Calderwood's  book  ;  and  thus  it  is  ception  are  only  possible  by  tie  ascrip- 
difficult  to  quote  detached  pasages  in  tion  of  qualities  and  relations :  and  the 
point.  We  shall,  however,  quote  two.  strictly  unconditioned  and  the  strictly 
"  The  Infinite  Being  ia  assuredly  the  absolute  can  have  no  qualities  and  no 
object  of  knowledge,  since  He  is  dis-  relations;  while  the  absolutely  infinite 
tJnguidied  by  us  from  all  other  beings,  .—that,  namely,  which,  besides  being  in- 
and  is  known  by  His  possession  (rfessen-  finite  in  all  its  attributes,  was  posteswd 
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(tfall,aaditKveUunBU,  ooncdT&l:^  (tt-  tioa,  but*  Qodwboae  nature  has  from 

tributM— must  «fflnn  the  contradiotory ;  etarnity  attracted,  and  will  to  eternity 

Thereos  knowledge  and  oouception  not  attract,   while    it    dazzles   the   gaze   of 

ody  cannot  embrace  the  contradiotory,  adoring  wonder  and  love  by  the  aimple 

but  muat  pceitively  reject  it.    In  order,  though  sublime  ovitliucs  of  its  full-arbed 

therefore,  to  give  logicaJ  cogency  as  well  perfection. 

tB  correctDesa  to  Mr  Calder  wood's  main  In   concluaon,   we   offer  our  sincere 

argument— that  positive   thought,  and  thanka  to  Mr  Calderwood  for  his  true 

poatiTe  though   inadequate   knowledge  and   worthy   chamjuonahip   of    deeply, 

TCBpectingthegTeat  Creator,  was  poasibia  and,  as  we  deem  it,   vitally  important 

to  the  creature — it  was  neccesai^  that  he  truth ;  and  our  earnest  wishea  that  his 

should  not    curswily  and  incidentally  work,  which,  in  this  second  edition,  way 

U9«rt  or  imply,  but  endeavour  syste-  almost  be  atyled  a  new  production,  bo 

matically  to  ^rove,   that  the  Qod  who  greatly  ia  it  improved  and  enlarged,  may 

really  exiata  ia  not  a  God  lost  in  the  draw  that  increasing  attentiim  which  it 

"■■  ""'""1  void  of  nnraeaning  illiiaita-  deaerrea. 


GENEVA— ITS  BBLIGIOUS  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Gekeva,  dnring  the  praent  month,  will  teaming,  combined  with  his  prodigiona 

r«nt  a  scene  of  no  ordinary  interest,  laboura  and  inflexible  government,  have 

addition  to  the  crowds  of  pleaaure-  shed  around  it  a  lustre  which  can  nevw 

KekeiB  -who   are  attracted  h^  every  be  obeoured.     While  Geneva  stands,  the 

Bmnmer  by  the  fame  of  ita  matchlete  work  of  Calvin  will  not  be  forgotten ; 

beauty — eituat«d  as  it  ia  on  its  pUcid  and  the  spell  of  hia  name  will  continue 

lake,  and   on  the  rushing  Rhone,  and  to  attract   pilgrnna  from   all  lands   to 

surrounded  by  the  verdant  slopes  and  witneas  tbe  place  where  his  fame  was 

snowy  peaks  of  the  Al^ — men  of  the  achieved,  and  where  his  ashes  now  re- 

greateat  eminence  in  the  reUgions  wt^d,  nose.    Who  was  he,  tiien,  and  what  did 

representatives  of  all  denominationB  of  ha  accompli^,  that  he  abould  excite  so 

Protestant  Christjans,  will  be  gathered  much  the   intereat   and   admiration   of 

together  to  attotid  the  conference  of  the  posterity  ?     Throe  centuries,  with  all 

Evangelical  Alliaoce.      From  all  parts  their  vicissitudes,    have    paaeed    away 

of  Switzerland,  France,  and  Germany,  since  he  was  called  to  his  rest ;  and  still 

from  Italy  and  America,  and  from  our  his  name  and  hia  fame  continoe,  and 

own  lantU,  the  invitation  of  the  com-  are  likely  to  be  spread  abroad,  with  the 

laittee  will  receive  a  heaMy  response;  extension  of  true  religion,  over  the  whole 

and  the  spectacle  prtsented  by  such  an  world.    He  was  one  of  the  mysterioua 

usembly  of   men,   of  varioua  nations,  band  of  great  men  who  live  for  all  time ; 

laognages,  and  opiniona, — all  animated  who,  raised  up  as  the  embodiments  and 

bj  the  one  spirit  erf  love  to  their  common  representatives  of  tbe  mighty  impulses 

Saviour,  and  seeking  the  same  edd,  the  which  agitated  the  men  of  th^  timea, 

advancement  of*  His  kingdom  and  the  have  directed  and  controlled  theee  for 

Ovation  of  souls,— will  mark  an  era  in  the  accomplishment  of   great   practical 

the  religious  history  of  the  city,  worthy  rBBulW,  and  remain,  throughout  all  ages, 

'^  its  b^t  and  brightest  days.     The  de-  as   pillars  in  the  great  temple  of  the 

liberatioDS  of   this  (ecumenical  council  world's  history,  each  distinguished   by 

'rill  be  watehed  with  eagerness  by  Chris-  its  own  special  form  and  beauty,  but 

tiaos  throi^hout  the  world  ;  and,  while  oomhiniog  in  gLorioua  symmetry  with  all 

attention  ia  thus  generally  directed  to-,  thereat. 

*ards  the  city  where  it  is  held,  it  may        Before  Calvin  came  to  Geneva,  the 

iict  he  oat  of  place  to  recall  to  our  read-  events  which  had  happened  there  had 

W  some  of  the  aasooiatioDS  which  ita  singularly  prepared  the  way  for  hia  work, 

^lier  rehgious  history  has  cast  aionnd  Nominally  a  free   city  of   the   empire, 

'^  Geneva,  during  the   middle  ages,  had 

Tbe  name  of  Calvin  at  once  starts  up  been  governed  by  iu  Bishop.    He  tisu- 

^  that  of  its  tutelary  genius.   His  strong  ally  exeroised  his   temporal  authority 

faith,  and  acute  intelkct,  and  extensive  through  a  deputy  called  the  Vidomme 
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(vice-dotninns),  and  with  him  t»b  sbbo-  recognifled  ta  the  true  one.    The  BUbop 

dated  a  committee  of  lay  ttasesBOiB.    The  had  been  driven  Irom  the  city,  hut  the 

final  control  lay  with  the  whole  body  of  priestB  did  not  yield  up  the  influence 

the  citizens,  who  retained  in  their  handa  which  they  had  ao  long  eierciaed  with- 

the  election  of  the  miigiBtr8it«fl,  the  re-  out  much  effort.     In  the  neighbonring 

gulation  of  the  police,  and  Bome  check,  villages  they  continued  labouring  zed- 

at  leaat,  on  the  power  of  taxation.     In  ously  to  oppose  the  doctrincB  of  tba  Re- 

tlie  beciDning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  formerB. 

the  r^ta  of  the  Vidonune  became  here-  It  was  very  BeaEonably  at  this  juuc- 
dilary  in  the  Dukea '  of  Savoy.  Still,  f«re,  in  the  smnmer  of  1636,  that  Fard 
matters  went  on  smoothly  until  Charles  heardof  the  arrival  of  Calvin  in  the  city; 
III.,  a  man  of  grasping  ambition,  buc-  and  he  hastened  to  constrain  him,  hj  sU 
(Seeded  te  thn  dukedom  in  lo04.  The  the  motives  he  could  urge  upon  hiis, 
Bishop  at  this  time,  who  waa  cloeely  to  remain  and  lend  his  assiatuice.  He 
allied  to  the  Savoy  family,  yielded  to  all  had  come  there  with  no  anch  intention, 
hia  encroachmenta  -,  and,  in  consequence.  Speaking  humanly,  it  waa  a  mere  acd- 
tbe  riffhts  ami  liberties  of  the  citizens .  dent  that  led  him  h^e, — an  accident, 
were  threatened  with  utter  destruction,  however,  of  which  his  whole  previoaa 
The  Genevese,  however,  offered  a  epirit^d  training  bad  prepared  him  to  take  ad- 
resistance  ;  and  in  thia  they  were  sup-  vantage ;  and,  impelled  by  the  eameat 
ported  heartily  by  the  other  Swiss  can-  advice  and  remonstrance  of  Fare],  he 
tons.  After  many  struggles,  the  citizens  was  peranaded  that  a  door  had  here  been 
were  successful ;  and,  in  1534,  they  were  opeqed  to  him  of  the  Lord,  and  at  once 
released  altogether  from  the  control  of  girt  np  his  loins  and  entered  on  the  voA 
Savoy.  The  credit  of  the  episcopal  set  b^ore  him.  He  was  at  this  time 
government  waa  also  much  shaken  dur-  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  having  bew 
ing  this  contest.  The  weakness  of  the  bom  in  Noyon,  in  Picardy,  in  1509. 
Bishop,  John,  in  playing  into  the  hands  His  father  occupied  a  poet  of  credit  and 
of  the  Duke,  which  had  led  to  it,  and  influence,  and  waa  greatly  respected  bj 
the  shameless  profligacy  of  his  successor,  the  nobie  families  in  the  neighbourbooa. 
Peter  de  Ja  Baume,  made  the  Genevese  When  only  twelve  years  of  age,  Calvin 
utterly  discontented  with  that  kind  of  had  procured,  through  his  father's  iu- 
government,  and  prepared  to  enter  into  fluence,  a  chaplaincy  in  the  cathedral  of 
any  new  omngemeot  which  might  the  town,  the  duties  of'which  were  but 
afford  a  ressonaUe  hope  of  liberty  and  nominal,  while  the  salary  sufficed  to  sup- 
peace.  It  was  in  such  circumstances,  in  port  him  during  his  education.  This  ne 
the  year  1532,  that  Farel,  a  bold  and  received  along  with  the  children  of  the 
earnest  preacher,  came  from  France,  noble  family  of  the  Montmon,  who  sp- 
seeking  to  spread  the  truths  of  the  Be-  pear  t«  have  taken  great  interest  in  hiiii, 
formation  here,  as  be  had  already  done  and  almost  adopted  him.  About  the 
in  Paris.  He  had  been  a  priest  in  Dan-  age  of  fourteen,  he  removed  wilJi  bit 
jjiiny,  but  had  discovered  the  hollow-  companionstoParia.topursuehisstodieE, 
nesa  of  that  religion  which  encourages  still  retaining  his  office.  He  remained 
the  sinner  to  trust  for  salvation  in  any  until  his  eighteenth  year,  diligently  en- 
degree  to  himself  or  his  works.  He  had  gaged  in  study,  under  the  most  favout- 
pe^ed  through  a  aevere  inward  struggle,  able  circumstances,  and  doubtless  laid 
SB  Luther  had  done,  and  had  attained  here  the  foundation  of  that  accurate 
to  the  same  saving  truth ;  and  now,  with  learning  and  elegant  composition  by 
something  hke  his  eagerness  and  intre-  which  his  works  are  distinguished.  At 
pidity,  desired  to  make  it  known  to  this  time  he  was  appointed  to  the  living 
others.  By  many  he  was  warmly  re-  of  Marteville,  which,  like  his  former 
ceived,  and  the  oppoation  bi  the  go-  Uving,  required  no  labour,  and  left  him 
vernment  and  doctrines  of  the  Komish  at  liberty  to  pursue  his  studies.  These 
Bishop  was  greatly  increased.  Still,  he  were  now  directed  in  a  new  channel. 
met  with  opposition,  and  for  a  time  waa  His  father,  looking  to  the  best  means  of 
compelled  to  leave  the  city  altogether,  promoting  the  worldly  advancement  of 
At  length,  in  the  year  1535,  his  efforts  his  son,  advised  him  to  turn  his  stten- 
were  successful.  The  mass  was  abolished,  tion  to  law  instead  of  theology.'  Al- 
and the  Protestant  religion  was  publicly  though  dictated  by  worldly  motives,  this 
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:    adiice  trs  overruled  for  higher  ends  this  by  Lefevre  itnd    Farel.  .  On  the   . 

I    lluui  those  that  were  contem^^ted ;  for  feaat  of  All  Sainte,  the  rector  of  the 

'    the  legal  training  which  he  now  be^Kn,  Univemt;,  one  Nicdas  Cop,  required  to 

wid  continued  for  several  ;caiH,  prepared  deliver  a  discourse,  and  Calvin  prepared 

him  greatlj  for  that  special  work  which  it  for  him ;  but,  instead  of  moulding  it 

hewaBafleTwardBcall«l  todoinGeneva.  after  the  example  of   former  addreeaeB 

Acting  on  this  advice,  he  removed  to  the  that  had  been  delivered  here,  he  boldly 

Uniiersitf  of  Orleans,  to  attend  the  pre-  entered  upon  the  Htatemeut  and  defence 

Mans  of  one  of  the  moat  celebrated  of  the  doctrine  of  iustif  cation  fay  faith. 

jiuiits  of  the  time.     His  extraordinary  Cop,  who  approved  of  it,  and  delivered 

diligence  soon  attracted  notice ;  and  so  it  before  the  UuiveraLty,  was  obliged  to 

p^i  was  his  reputation  for  learning,  flee  from  the  city  to  escape  worse  conse- 

ikt  he  was  called  to  occupy  the  place  qoeacee ;  and  Calvin's  part  in  it  being 

c<  some  of  the  professors,  in  their  occa-  KDOwn,  he  also  consulted  his  safety  by 

wuvil  absence.     Not  yet  does  he  appear  a  predpitate  retreat.     He  now  severed 

It  bve  been  shaken  in  his  traditionary  alTconnection  with  the  Church  of  Rome, 

belief.     An    interesting    circumstance,  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  Reformers, 

however,  bearing  on  liuB,  occurred  dur-  After  moving  about  from  place  to  place, 

ing  \aa  stay  in  tliis  place.     It  was  here  he  settled  for  a  short  time  in  Ba^,  in 

b  fiist   became   acquainted   with   the  15S6,  and  publishedhere  thefiist  edition 

Scriptures  ;  and,   although  we  do  not  of  his  IrutihiU»,  with  a  preface,  in  which 

!fid  that  be   received  them  with  any  he  dedicates  the  work  to  Francis  I.,  and 

such  rapture  aa  that  which  Luther  felt,  earnestly  and  eloquently  defends    the 

»hen,intheuniversityhbraryof  Erfurt,  Eeformera  and  their  doctrinea  from  the 

Ik  stumbled  upon  an  old  copy  of  the  slanders  which  were  commonly  circulated 

Utin  Bible,  yet  we  may  fairly  believe  regarding  them.     He  travelled  to  Italy 

ihst  this  marked  the  beginning. of  that  after  this,  and  paid  a  visit  also  to  Noyon, 

thange,  which,  working  gradually  and  his  early  home ;  and  then  resolved  to 

alenQy  in  his  mind,  at  length  brought  settle  in  Strasburg,  a  free  city  of  the 

Um  openly  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  He-  empire,  to  pursue  his  studies  in  tbeo- 

'onnerB.  Here,too,hebecanieacqnainted  logy,  which  were  so  congenial  to  his 

with  two  young  men  who  had  adopted  mind  and  heart.     The  armies  of  Charles 

(lie  new  opinions,  and  their  influence  V.   being  in    the   way,   he    sought   to 

naj  have  contribiited  to  this  result,  avoid  them  by  taking  a  circuitous  route 

Still  prosecuting  his  study  of  the  law,  through  Savoy  ;  and  it  was  this  circnm- 

I    he  removed  from  Orleans  to  Bourges.  stance  that  now,  in  1536,  brought  him 

I   Here  be  first  acquired  a  knowle<ige  of  to  Geneva.     He  intended  only  to  spend 

'iKek  from  a  learned  German,  Melchior  a   night   here,   and   then   continue  his 

Wolmar,  and  from  him  also  appears  to  journey ;  but  Farel  would  not  let  him 

iiTe  received  a  decided  impulse  towards  go,  and  Calvin  felt  himself  arrested  also 

tbe  reformed  doctrines.     These  he  now  by  the  summons  of  a  higher  power. 

*iiopted,  and  even  openly  preached.     It  Society  in  Geneva  was  at  this  time 

seema  to  have  been  by  gradual  and  slow  considerably  disorganiied.      After   the 

^ps  that  he  was  convinced  of  their  overthrow  of  the  Romish  system,  which, 

'ruth,  hut  his  conviction  was  on  that  through  its  priestly  confeasion  and  its 

I   iccoQnt  all  the  more  surely  grounded,  endless  rites,  had  met  them  at  all  points 

Hia  high  reputation  soon  brought  many  of  their  history,  and  ever  made  them 

I  to  seek  instruction  from  bim  regarding  feel  its  curbing  hand,  the  people  felt  a 

'hem ;  and,  in  reference  to  this,  he  bim-  new  sense  of  liberty,  which  very  natun^y 

self  I'emarks :  "  I  was  naturally  bashful,  led  in  many  insUhuoea  to  license.     Be- 

wi  loved  leisure  and  privacy,  hence  I  sides,  multitudes  of  strangeTB  from  all 

sought  retirement;  but  even  my  solitary  parte  came  to  settle  here,  impelled  by 

place  became    like    a    public    school."  various  motives :   some,  who   uad  em- 

Hcncefortb  he  devoted  himself  earnestly  braced  the  reformed  doctrinea,  seeking 

ic  the  study  of  theology,  and  pubUdy  that  freedom  of  conscience  which  they 

l>nsched  as  he  found  omurtunity.     In  could  not  enjoy  in  their  own  country  ; 

'^33  he   returned    to    Paris,   perhaps  and   doubtless   others,  under   the  same 

crawn  thither  by  the  favourable  recep-  pretext,  really  wishing  to  indulge  in  evil 

tion  which  the  new  doctrines  had  re-  practices  which  their  own  laws  repressed, 

(^v«d  when  promulgated  shortly  before  or  to  escape  from  punishment  which  they 
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had  already  incurred.  It  tna  no  euy 
task,  tluTefore,  which  CoIvIb  waa  now 
called  apon  to  share.  At  fijet  he  wa« 
appointed  teacher  of  thBolog7,  and  in 
the  foUowing  jear  began  also  to  preach 
with  great  acceptance.  Along  with  Fard, 
be  framed  a  Donfesaion  of  faith  in  twenty- 
.  one  articlee,  which  was  pre«ent«d  to  the 
council  of  repreaentativea,  and  by  them 
approved  of  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
iuter  the  people  thuB  became  acquainted 
with  it,  they  were  required,  in  the  cathe- 
dral of  St  Peter's,  to  signify  on  oath  their 
acceptance  of  it.  This  they  willingly  did; 
and  IwthiB  act  theynotoulyaccepted  cer- 
tain doctrinea  as  ^ue,  but  bound  them- 
mItw  to  conform  to  theee  in  their  con- 
duct, and  submit  to  tiie  antboritj  of  the 
uinisteiB  in  enforcing  comp]ianc«.  The 
ministers  appear  to  have  exsrci«ed  this 
power  very  freely.  Edicts  were  issued 
by  them  from  time  to  time,  relating  to 
all  the  affairs  of  daily  life.  Every  citi- 
aai,  for  instance,  was  required  to  attend 
puhhc  worship  twice  on  babbath ;  card- 
playing,  dancing,  and  all  kinds  of  revelry, 
were  absolutely  forbidden ;  the  wearing 
of  certain  dresses  and  omamente,  and 
even  the  observance  of  some  customs, 
perfectly  innocent  in  themselves,  and 
endeared  by  many  tender  asHociations, 
was  declared  illegal.  Theee  enactments 
were  not  allowed  to  remain  useUfely  in 
the  statute-book,  but,  as  the  re^tera  of 
tiie  city  show,  ir&e  rigorously  enforced 
by  the  magistrates.  No  doubt  Calvin 
and  Farel,  in  the  exercise  of  the  autho- 
rity entrusted  to  them,  felt  weighty 
reasons,  in  the  drcumstanccs  of  the  city 
and  of  the  times,  for  laying  on  the 
people  such  restrictions ;  but  eil  the  citi- 
zens did  not  approve  of  their  conduct, 
and  opposition  soon  appeared.  The  baser 
sort,  especially,  demurred  to  them  ;  but 
some  also  who  had  struggled  most  nobly 
to  emancipate  the  city  from  the  domina- 
tion both  of  Savoy  and  Rome,  now  pro- 
tested against  what  they  regarded  merely 
as  a  new  form'of  tyranny.  This  party, 
called  by  their  opponeols  the  Libertines, 
gradually  increased  ;  and  so  violent  did 
their  feeling  on  the  subject  become, 
that  some  of  them,  who  were  members  of 
■Uie  council,  -wheo  the  matter  was  under 
discuBMon,  drew  their  sworda,  and  plainly 
declared  that  by  these  they  had  achieved 
the  Uberty  of  the  city  before,  and  by 
these  they  would  again,  if  neoessaiT, 
assert  it.  Calvin  was  supported  by  the 
more  religious  portion  of  the  community, 


and  espeoiaUy  by  the  refngees  fnm 
France  and  other  places,  who  wmgfat 
here  an  asylnm  where  they  might  wn- 
ship  Cod  according  to  their  ctrawueBce, 
Enjoyinff  this,  they  were  content,  and 
were  wiUing  to  submit  to  all  the  enact- 
ments which  the  great  leaden  in  tht 
strn^le  might  here  think  fit  to  impOM, 
in  order  that  strong  bulwarks  might  be 
raised  against  the  flood  of  wickednes 
which  in  other  places  had  ^ready  threat- 
ened to  sweep  away  religion  ^togetiier. 
The  libtrtines,  however,  proved  teo 
strong  for  them.  Taking  advantage  d 
the  dupleaeure  excited  against  Calvig 
and  Farel  because  Uiey  repudiated  Uk 
advice  which  was  tend^^  by  the  mini' 
sters  of  Berne,  to  use  the  wafw  in  the 
administration  of  the  LiO)<d'e  Snpper,  the; 
obtained  against  them,  in  April  1538, 
a  decree  of  banishment  from  the  city. 

Calvin  and  Farel  were  thus  oUiged  to 
leave  the  citizens  to  their  own  ways,  and 
went  to  labour  in  other  spheres.  Calvin 
repaired  to  Basle,  where  he  had  formerly' 
found  a  safe  refuge ;  and  afterwaids  re- 
ceiving an  invitation  from  a  Dongregation 
of  French  refugees  in  SCrasburg,  vent 
there,  and  was  settled  as  their  pastor. 
Here,  in  peaceful  and  busy  iaboura,  be 
spent  the  next  three  years.  Besides  dili- 
gently fulfilling  the  work  of  his  paetorete, 
he  revised  and  enlarged  his  Iiatitaloiao 
new  edition,  and  hkewise  published  tht 
first  of  his  numerous  Commentaries — thil 
upon  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  Daring 
this  time,  also,  a  new  edition  of  the  Scrip- 
tures in  French  appeared,  bearing  ik 
name,  although  it  was  not  a  new  tnms- 
lation,  hut  only  a  revision  of  the  vennon 
of  his  relative  Olivetan.  He  took  p»n 
in  several  conferences  in  Worms  and 
Ratisbon,  and  embraced  every  opportu- 
nity of  advancing  the  principles  of  Ibe 
Heiorroation,  Notwithstanding  the  trot' 
ment  he  had  received,  he  still  cherishd 
a  warm  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Genevs. 
He  corresponded  regularly  with  some  of 
his  friends,  who  were  strongly  attaclwl 
to  him,  bat  always  in  the  most  disinte- 
rested spirit.  No  plotting  for  a  return, 
no  selfish  regret  for  the  power"  he  W 
lost,  is  ever  manifested.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  does  what  he^  can  to  incrMM 
the  influence  of  the  pastors  who  are 
there,  by  recommending  the  pecqfe  •* 
give  them  all  honour  and  subjection 
in  the  Lord.  Heverthele*,  affairs  in 
Geneva  soon  showed  the  want  of  li" 
master  spirit  of  Calvin.     The  pwtow 
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vere  quite  unequal  to  the  occaBion.  The  daWB  for  the  miDiftry,  and  th«  election 
feitj  of  the  Libertinee,  that  bad  been  of  miuiaters  to  racant  parii&eB,  enibjeot 
ihe  meaoB  of  bis  baniBbmant,  were  to  the  approbation  of  the  counoil  and 
brokeo  up  into  their  diBoordant  elepiente.  the  veto  of- the  congregation.  There 
Though  Uief  had  bew  united  in  desiring  iraa  alio  eetablished  a  tribuud  for  the 
to  get  rid  of  him,  the?  did  not  bo  easily  enforcement  of  discipline  among  the 
agree  upon  what  they  ^ould  do  after  he  citiiena.  It  was  called  the  ConaiHtory, 
W18  away.  Calvin's  eupport»«,  on  the  and  was  composed  ai  the  five  city  mini- 
other  hand,  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  eteis,  and  of  twelve  eld^  choeen  from 
llieir  common  faith,  which  all  the  perse-  the  members  of  the  two  civil  councils, 
talion  that  was  raging  in  the  coiuntrie*  by  the  counoila  and  the  Company  con- 
soiind  them,  and  from  which  some  had  jointly.  Although  the  elders  outnum- 
JKt  escaped,  mode  ever  dearer'  to  th^  Dered  the  minigten,  yet,  as  t^e  latter 
iKtrts.  In  a  short  time  after  Calvin's  were  comparatively  permanent,  while 
bmishment,  as  generallv  happena  where  the  tOTmer  were  changed  every  year, 
worth  is  driven  away  by  mere  popolu-  and,  besides,  were  elected  in  part  by  the 
clamour,  a  reaction  took  jdaoe  in  the  ministers,  the  influence  of  the  miniBt«re 
public  sentiment.  They  discovered  his  was  in  general  eupreme.  Calvin,  espe- 
nerita  now  more  than  ever,  and  an  in*  cially,  who  is  said  to  have  been  made 
stance  of  his  diidntereeted  love  for  their  permanent  president  of  it,  exercised 
iteifare  brought  this  reactionary  feeling  great  influence.  They  carried  on  their 
lo  a  climax.  Cardinsl  Sadolet,  Bishop  of  work  in  a  manner  that  would  appear  to 
Daaphiny,  observing  the  unsettled  state  moat  people  now  very  rigid  and  arbi- 
iolo  which  Geneva  had  relapsed,  and  ttary.  They  directed  the  conduct  of 
tldaking  it  a  favourable  time  to  ape^  a  the  citizens  in  the  most-  minute  personal 
lord  for  his  discarded  Chorch,  wrote  to  and  family  affairs.  The  style  in  which 
iIk  citizens,  inviting  them  to  return  to  their  hair  should  be  worn,  the  cut  of 
their  former  allegiance,  and  supporting  their  garments,  the  ornaments  of  their 
his  invitation  by  the  most  plausible  ai^-  persona  and  their  houses,  the  kind  of 
inent«.  Calvin,  keenly  alive  to  their  presents  that  should  be  given  on  certain 
inlere^,  and  to  the  honour  of  Protee-  occasions,  the  number  of  dishes  at  dinner, 
uatism,  at  once  wrote  a  reply  to  the  the  times  and  ways  of  drinking,  were  all 
Carina!,  refuting  his  arguments,  and  minutely  prescribed.  These  enactmenta, 
defending  the  conduct  of  the  Genevcae  too,  were  strictly  enforced.  The  chief 
in  renouncing  the  authority  of  the  power,  which  properly  belonged  to  the 
('hurch  of  Borne.  This  kindness  touched  Consistoi^,  was  that  of  excommunica- 
the  hearts  of  the  citizens,  and  they  in-  tion;  but  when  this  failed,  or  other 
Tited  him  back  to  his  former  place  and  punishments  were  deemed  neceasary, 
luthority.  Calvin,  after  some  delay  they  bad  power  to  require  the  civil 
neceasary  to  fulfil  his  pastoral  engage-  authorities  to  lend  their  assistance.  The 
ncntflinStiaabui^,  aswell  as  to  test  the  registers  of  Geneva,  accordingly,  present 
EiDcerity  of  the  Geneveee  in  their  desire  curious  criminal  records.  A  man  who 
tot  his  return,  again  appeared  in  the  swore  "by  thebodyandbloodof  Christ," 
midst  of  them,  on  tiie  18th  September  was  condemned  to  sit  in  the  stocks,  and 
1541.  to  be  fined.  Another,  who  had  jestingly 
j  On  the  same  day  he  came  before  the  remarked,  when  he  beard  an  ass  b'ray, 
council,  and  demanded  the  establishment  "He  sings  a  pretty  psalm,"  was  banished 
!  of  a  eyatem  of  discipline,  and  of  a  con-  for  a  time  from  the  city.  In  1553,  on 
astory  to  enforce  it.     'The  council  re-  complaint  that   "last   Sunday,   at   the 

caved  him  with  every  mark  of  honour,     christening  of  a  child  of  T ,  tKere 

st  once  agreed  to  his  request,  and  ap-  had  been  singing  and  dancing,  which  is 

ptHnted  a  committee  to  frame  an  eccle-  against  God  and  his  ordinances,"  it  was 

^tical  constitution.     In  a  few  weeks  iwlered,  that  "  this   be  not   again   al- 

this  was  accomplished;  and  the  result  lowed."    From  this  we  may  see  how 

was,  the  establishment  of  a  synod,  called  minutewasthesuperintendenceeiercised 

the  Venerable  Company,  ctmsisting  of  by  the  Consistory  over  the  conduct  of  the 

the  pastors  both  of  the  city  and  of  the  citizens.    Matters  of  more  serious  import 

rnral  parishes,  and  the  teachers  of  then-  were  of  course  frequently  before  them ; 

'ogy-    To  them  was  entrusted  the  su-  but  from  such  cases  as  we  have  adduced, 

pciintendeace  of  the  education  of  candi-  there  may  be  seen  more  distinctly  the 
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spirit  of  close  and  oonBtftnt  watehf  oIdmb  was  fast  recovering  from  the  shock  which 

which  animated  them.  it  had  nistained,  and  displayed,  in  ti> 

In  foru lug  a  judgment  of  such  asfs-  new-botn  lealof  the  Jesuits,  sigDsof  re 

tern  of  disciphoe,  ve  must  nave  regard  newedaotivi^ and  strength.    Frombolh 

to  the  circumstances  and  opinions  of  the  thesecauaes,  true  Proteetaotisni  was  no7 

age.      Knox,   who  resided  in  Geneva  in  a  Tery  critical  condition.    Nothing 

several   years  while   Calvin  wa^  there,  could  save  it  but  a  living  organizatioi, 

commended  in  the  highest  terms  the  ad-  which   should   conserve   ite    spirit  and 

vancedstateot  moralsaodreiigiouinthe  manifest  its  power.    It  must  be  show 

citf .     He  says  that   "  it  was  the  most  in   action,   as   well  as   in   theory, 

perfect  school  of  Christ  that  ever  was  on  must  be  rooted  in  the  heart,  as  well 

earth  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles.  Is  as  in  the  intellect.    To  accomplish  this, 

other  places  I  confess  Christ  to  be  truly  something  more  was  needed  than  mere 

preached,  hut  manners  and  religion  to  be  teaching.       There    must    be    practical 

so  sincerely  reformed,  I  have  not  yet  eeen  training.    And  as  they  had  be^  aces- 

in  any  other  place  beside."     Now,  as  he  tomed  to  the  constant  superintendence 

must  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  of  the  priests,  taking  cognisance  of  all 

existence   and   operation   of    the   court  their  conduct,  and  giving  direction  ui 

which  auperiotended  the  discipUne  of  the  everything  as  they  saw  fit,  there  nmst 

peopte,  and  contributed  to  such  a  result,  be  something  of  a  similar  nature  in  order 

we  may  fairly  infer,  that  not  the  result  to  mould  them  to  the  habits  of  real  vir- 

only,  but  likewise  that  which  was  in  part  tue.     Hence   the  system  which   Calvin 

the  means, — the  Consistory, — met  with  introduced.     The  wisdom  of  this  sl«p 

hifl  cordial  approval.     But,  in  addition,  soon  appeared.     Protestants  from  diffe- 

as  Calvin's  authority  only  rested  on  the  rent  lands  came  here  to  catch  the  true 

free  will  of  the  citizens,   it  is  evident  spirit,   and  feel  the  full  power  of  tliat 

that  this  system  which   he  introduced  religion  which  they  had  embraced,  and 

could  not  have  continued  so  long  if  it  returned   to   tlieir  homes  strengthened 

had  not  commended  itself  to  their  ji}dg-  in  their  attachment  to  it,  and  better  able 

ment  as  necessary  and  wise.    We  are  to  withstand  tjie  fiery  darts  which  might 

bound,  therefore,  to  bcUeve  that  it  was  he  hurled  against  them.    Instead  of  b^g 

specially  suited  to  the  requirements  of  loosely  held  together  merely  by  the  com- 

Geneva  at  this  time.    It  possessed,  how-  mon  banner  of  protest  against  the  abuses 

ever,  a  higher  merit.     Calvin  seems  to  and  authority  of  the  Church  of  Ronte. 

have  taken  a  wider  view,  and  to  have  they   were  now   bonnd   by   closer  ai^ 

discerned  and  provided  for  the  great  stronger  ties.    Many  had  joined  th^ 

want  of  Protestantism.    In  reality.  Pro-  ranks  only  from  the  desire  of  freedom 

testantism   was    a    revolt    against    the  from  the  leetrainte  to  which  they  had 

authority  of  the  Church  of  Rome.     The  been  subjected,  and  were  ready  enough, 

first  reformers  desired  to  limit  this  to  a  therefore,  to  qtuurel  among  themsdveaii 

few  points  on  which  they  believed  it  to  any  reetraint  or  discipline  waa  exercised 

be  wrong,  but,  very  naturally,  thepeopie  here.     But  when  they  learned  from  tk 

went  much  farther.     When  their  old  experience  of  Geneva,  that  true  Uber^ 

attachment  to  the  Church  was  broken  in  tras  inseparably  connected  with  order, 

some  parts,  they  severed  it  in  all  others;  that  happiness  was  ueceeaarily  joined  tfl    ' 

and  many,  like  slaves  suddenly  escaped  holiness,  their  desire  for  liberty  and  hsp-    ' 

from  their  fetters,  rushed  into  the  wildest  piness  now  expressed  itself  in  the  love  of    | 

extravagance.       License,   both  morally  nolineas.     WHle  it  assumed  this  charaC' 

and  intellectually,  spread  widely  in  vari-  ter,  it  at  the  same  time  became  more 

ous  countries.     Morally,  this  was  shown  intense,  showed  stronger  opposition  to 

in  the  frightful  excesses  of  the  Anabap-  the   trammels  of  the  corrupt  and  in- 

tists  in  Germany,  and  the  Libertines  in  moral  Church  from  which  they  had  jn» 

France. .   IntellectuaUy,  it  appeared  in  escaped,  and  made  them  better  prepared 

the  endless  controversies  about  doctrines  to  endure  every  hardship  and  suffering 

and  forms  which  caused  the  formation  of  in  maint^ning  their  freedom.     It  was 

numerous  sects,  and  threatened  to  fritter  this   spirit,    formed    and   strengthened 

away  religion   altogether.     While  such  in    Geneva,  and  speedily  diffused  oier 

diversity  and  weakness  appeared  among  Europe,  which  saved  Protestantism  anii 

those  who  bad  cast  off  the  authority  of  true  religion.    It  woB  this  which  shout 

Rome,  that  Church,  on  the  other  hand,  so  cou^icuoualy  in   France,  Holland, 
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England,  nnd  Scotland.      It  yna  the  circunistancee  and  belieb  of  the  age. 

Bane  spirit,   though  msnifested  in  dif-  But  these  and  hie  mnltifarioiu  labours    ' 

ferent  forms,  which  supported  the  Co-  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  which, 

tenanters  in  the  noble  stand  they  made  by  the  intensity  of  hia  application,  was 

for  true  liberty — the   doings   and  suf-  brought  to  an  early  c1ob3   iu  the  year 

ferings  of  whom  now  bear  their  fruits  1564,  it  is  beside  our  present  purpoee  to 

for  our  enjoyment — and  which  led  the  detail.     The  asBociationg  which  most  of 

Pil^m  Fathers  in  faltJi  to  seek  a  new  all  shed  a  halo  around  Gleneva  ara  oon- 

coDDtry,  and  there  plant  the  seeds  of  all  nected  with  that  work  of  religions  go- 

thit  can  now  be  called  good  or  great  in  vernment  and  diacipline  of  which  Calvin 

that  distracted  land.    The  atrugglea  of  was  the  guiding  power.    Tarnished  by 

Cilvin  against  his  political  opponenta,  human  frailty  and  paeeion  it  doubtless 

itie  Libertines,  which  ended  in  tneir  ei-  was,  yet  it  supplied  the  great  want  of 

pghion  from  tlie  city  in  1655,  and  his  the  age  and  of  the  world;  and  the  place 

rantxoversies  with  heretics,  and  the  pun-  where  this   bulwark   of  the  troth  was 

iahments  to  which  he  consigned  them,  erected,  will,  to  latest  generations,  eicite 

ilthougb  severely  canvaaeed  by  many  at  the  grateful  feelings  of  all  true  Frotest- 

ihe  present  day,  all  find  their  explana-  ants, 
tiaa,  if  not  their  full  justiflcation,  in  the  J.  C. 


(CflrrfspniiEiirt. 

AGED  MINISTERS'  FUND. 


Sir, — I   oheerre,  in   the   Magazine  for  the    Synod  in   1850.      Aft«r  long  and 

Aagost,   a  letter   on    the    Aged    Mint-  careful  deliberation,  the  Synod  adopted 

stEi^'  Fund,  which  is  fitted  to  have  an  a  scheme  in  1856,  in  the  preamble  to 

injurious  influence  on  a  moet  important  which    the    following  words   occur ; — 

fund — one  which  deserves  the  support  "  ffhereaa   many  of  the  congregations 

of  the  Church  to  a  larger  extent  than  it  of  the  Church  are  unable  to  m^ke  ade- 

bs  yet  received  it.     A  suggestion  was  quale  provision  for  their  ministers  when 

thrown  out  at  last  Synod,  that  ministers  placed  in  such  circumstances,  and,  at 

should  give  a  second  subscription  to  this  the  same  time,  to  maintain  creditably  ^ 

fund ;  and  1  would  at  once  have  done  regular  dispensation  of  divine  ordinances 

ro  hoi  the  Synod  adopted  the  recom-  amongst  themselTes ;  and  whereas  it  is 

meadation.     I  hope  it  wiU  yet  be  re-  desirable  that  this  provision  should  be 

commended  and  acted  on.  made  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  cause 

I  agree  with  your  correspondent,  that  any   great   additional  pressure   on   the 

great  care  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  ad-  funds   of   a   congregation  at  the   time 

ministration  of  the  fund,  so  that  it  may  when  it  might  be  deprived  of  the  labours 

continue  to  receive  the  favour  and  sup-  of  its  ministn^r,"  the  Synod  adopted  the 

Ert  of  the  Church.   If,  unhappily,  errors  following  scheme  for  the  attainment  of 

committed,  the  Magaane  supplies  a  those  important  objects : — "  When  ap- 

good  medium  for  their  exposure,  where  plication  is  made  for  an  annuity,  the 

a  more  private  remonstrance  has  failed,  committee  always  inquire  what  arrange- 

Tour  correspondent  seems  to  be  a  private  menta  are  made,  or  proposed,  'for  the 

member  of  the  Church,  and  evidently  regular    dispensation    of  Gospel    ordi- 

doee  not  understand  the   character   of  nances.'  " 

this  fnnd ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  others         It  thus  appears,  that  the  fund  was 

*ho  may  poesihly  be  misled  by  his  state-  originated  for  the  twofold   purpoee  of 

ments,  I  crave  the  liberty  of  submitting  aiding  congre>^tions  in  jnating  suilaile 

a  few  remarks  on  them.  provision  for  ninislers  who  are  obliged  by 

The  proposal  "  to  aid  congregations  in/irmity  to  retire  from   a  part  or  the 

ia  making  adequate  provido'n  for  mini-  whole  of  their  public  duties,  and  also  to 

Mers  incapacitated  for  official  duty  from  reliese  a  jHirtion  of  the  funds  of  the  coii- 

^  or  other  cansen,"  was  brought  before  gregation,  so  that  suitable  prouision  imdj/ 
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be  made  fiir  a  jviiior  colleague.     The  WhenthecoHegiatechargowasfonned, 

committee  very  properly  keep  both  ob-  the  atipends  of  the  ministers  wh*  cwi- 

iecte  IQ  view,  as  appean  from  the  fol-  iddn^  equ&l.     A  feir  years  ikfterwardg,    I 

Lwing  aeatence  on  t,he   advantage  of  when  iUnees  rendered  the  senior  ministei    < 

the  fund,  in  their  report  to  last  meeting  unfit  for  taking  his  share  of  public  dutj,    j 

of  Synod : — "  It  has  tended  to  allay  in  the  congr^ation  began  to  add  to  tbe 

some  degree  the  anxiety  of   those  who  income  of  the  junior  miaiater;  but  no 

mia^t  have  otherwise  been  tempted  to  fixed  inereaBe  was  agreed  on  till  a  yen 

looK    forward   with    Bolicitude  to  the  befoK  the  time  of  the  annuity,  whea 

psiod  of  old  age  or  of  impaired  vigour ;  a  permanent  aoppl^nent  of  L.20  was 

and  it  has  facilitated  arrangemeiita  for  reeolf  ed  on,  while  the  other  stipend  re- 

the  settlement  of  junior   ministerB  to  mained  all  along   unchanged.     Durisg 

diare  the  labours  of  their  senior  brethren;  that  year  tbe  funds  were  not  equal  to 

and  thuB  to  light«n  the  burden  of  their  tJie  additional  outlay  ;  and,  in  tbe  ner 

carea  in  not  a  few  caeea,  in  which,  apart  arrangement,  the  sum  was  changed  to 

from  the  proviaions  of  this  scheme,  aatis-  L.IO;    Kt  that,  instead  of  getting  mj 

factory  arrangements  would  have  been  share  of   "  spoil,"  they  agreed  to  rais 

difficult  or  impossible."  annually  L.IO  more  than  tliey  had  done 

In  tbe  light  of  these  facts  the  follow-  formerly.  And  they  honourably  fill- 
ing sentence,  iu  the  letter  of  your  cor-  filled  their  agreement, 
respondent,  reads  strangely: — "  Actu-  Your  correspondent  thinlca  that  tbe 
ally,  the  whole,  or  a  large  portion  of  tbe  L.50  ought  to  have  been  "  a  bona  file 
annual  gran  tT  from  tbe  fund,  is  put  supplement  to  tbe  stipend "  of  the  eenioi 
either  into  the  pocket  of  the  junior  and  minister.  This  would  have  raised  hie 
assistant  minister,  or  intJi  the  treasury  income,  from  church  funds,  L.30  aboTe 
of  the  congregation — two  parties  that  that  of  tbe  jtmior  colleague — an  arrange- 
were  never,  I  submit,  intended  by  the  ment  to  which  the  congregation  were 
BubscribeTH  or  tbe  managers  of  that  not  likely  to  assent ;  and  had  they  done 
special  fund,  to  draw  a  single  farthing  so,  they  would  have  been  chargeable,  in 
from  it."  There  may  be  some  cases  in  my  opinion,  with  a  groBS  injustice, 
.which  injustice  has  been  done  to  one  of  Tbe  concluding  sentence  of  your 
the  parties.  Let  them  be  produced  then,  correspondent's  letter  is  ambiguons:— 
and  corrected,  unless,  by  death  or  other-  ' '  Since  the  fund  was  originated,  few  of 
wise,  correction  has  become  impossible,  our  aged  ministerB,  though  receivio; 
We  totally  disstmt  from  bis  view  of  the  handsome  sapplemeuts  from  it,  have 
case  he  adduces.  It  is  that  of  a  collegiate  been  better  circumetaneed  than  before." 
charge,  in  which  the  committee  granted  Does  be  expect  that,  in  any  circumstaDCEf. 
L.50;  but,  by  a  new  arrangement  of  sti-  when  a  minister  retires  from  public  dotj, 
pend  with  the  congregation,  tbe  actual  or  requires  a  colleague  to  assist  him,  ht 
increase  to  the  income  of  the  ministera  will  receive  a  larger  income  than  before  ? 
was,  L.30  to  the  senior,  and  L.IO  to  the  Such  would  be  a  very  onreaeonable  &■ 
junior.  If  injustice  was  done  to  any  pectation.  Tbe  aged  minister  of  era 
party  here,  it  certainly  was  not  to  the  the  smallest  congregation,  however,  will 
senior  minister.  It  was  his  own  pro-  have  at  least  L.&O,  and  whatever  retir' 
posal  to  give  up  L.20  of  stipend,  with  ing  allowance  the  congregation  is  able  , 
the  view  of  obtaining  L.50  from  the  to  add  to  it.  This  is  a  great  deal  better 
fund.  The  presbytery  inquired  why  the  than  the  former  state  of  mattera.  Take 
sum  of  L.IO  was  all  that  was  added  to  the  an  illustration  from  the  congregation 
stipend  of  the  junior  minister,  when  the  whose  case  has  been  brought  into  proim- 
funds  appeared  to  be  reUeved  to  the  ei-  nence.  Nearly  sixty  years  ago,  tbeif 
tent  of  L.20  ;  and,  after  hearing  tbe  ex-  aged  pastor,  who  had  laboured  faitbfnll; 
planation,  they  pronounced  tbe  arrange-  among  them  for  upwardsof  thirty  years, 
ment  honourable  to  the  congregation.  became   unfit  for   regular  official  dnlj 

The  matter  might  be  allowed  to  rest  on  account  of  feeble  health,  and  it  *«> 

here ;  but  as  the  subject  has  been  brought  deemed  desirable  that  he  should  resip 

forward  by  your  correspondent,  and  your  his  charge,  to  mate  way  for  his  succestr. 

readers  are  not  aware  of  tbe  explanation  On  the  eipreaa  condition  of  hia  resign*- 

given  to  the  presbytery,  it  is  but  justice  tion  they  promised  him  the  miseraWe 

to  tbe  congregation  to  give  a  brief  state-  pittance  of  L.30  annually,  while  Iky 

ment  of  the  circumstances.  promised  his  successor  L.lOO,  beeidcsaa 
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■Jlowtutce  fra  a  mame.    I  bare  bead  have  been  about  the  same  on  the  two 

JTOm  hiB  daughter,  who  is  still  living,  occosionB.   In  other  reepecU  the  contrast 

aad  IE  a  member  of  the  United  Prfsby-  is  striking. 

lerian  Chnrcli,  that  be  retained,  a  keen        We  co^d  hardly  find  a  case  tbat  more 

aenae  of  the  injustice  done  him,  and,  in  stronglr  recommends  the  scheme,  and  I 

her  opinion,  Wie  grief  produced  by  it  feel  obliged  to  your   correspondent  ftse 

bistened  his  death-'Cin  event  which  took  giving  occsaion  to  this  statement  of  f sets, 

place  vithin  twelve  months  of  his  sepa-  u  the  fond  i»  at  present  much  in  need 

jtition  from  his  congregataon.     What  a  of  encouragement. 
jdi^tful  coutraat  to  all  tliis  is  presented        I  cannot  sajr,  with  yoiir  correspondent, 

in  the  working  of  the  new  scheme  I    His  tiat   I   have  no  interest  in  the  fund'; 

jijrxeBtOT,  when  age  and  infirmity  ran-  for,  altliDagb  I  at  present  enjoy  vigor* 

j^ed  him  unfit  for  pablic  duty,  received  ous  health,  no  miciater  can  tell  how  soon 

fgur  times  as  much  annually  from  tbe  he  may  need  gratefully  tiD  avail  himself 

fanda  *'^  ^^  Cborch,  and  the  evening  of  oi  its  benefits.     Younger  men  than  n^- 

hiB  days  "*   spent   in   comfort.     The  self  have  already  required  it,    Ba*  I  will 

njjnea  appended  to  the  respective  call*  not  willingly  avail  myself  of  the  aaauit; 

— fie  fo'T'er  in  the  first  decade  of  this  except  on  principles  which  shall  be  c«i- 

t^taij,  and  tbe  latter  forty  years  lat«r  aidered  fair  and  honourable  to  a  jnniw 

-are  neariy  equal ;  so  that  the  nume-  colleagoe.— I  am,  etc.  Swiia. 

ricsl  steength  of  tbe  congregation  most        Avgml  S,  1S61. 
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Sm, — ^A.  conwderable  meoaure  of  Reform  axact  acquirements  in  literature,  science, 
for  the  Scottish  Universities  was,  aftet  and  philosophy,  and  with  a  more  ct^ous 
long  and  aiduoua  struggles,  obtained  ■  anointing  of  the  influence  of  their  fineetl 
tew  years  ago,  and  is  now  being  ener-  spirit — if  his  secular  studies,  as  commu' 
ptically  carried  out,  to  ascertain  if  it  nicatiug  both  a  greater  amount  of 
really  marks  an  era  in  our  academic  systematized  knowledge  and  a  higher 
tesrfiing.  Earnest  reformers  will  scru-  degree  of  mental  culture,  areto  be  ntuti 
tioiie  ite  workings  for  the  next  ten  more  profitable  than  formerly, — then, 
years,  and  note  what  imperfections  of  surely,  his  theological  training  ought  to 
constitution  and  management  may  be  in  keeping  with  this  advance,  and  irf 
either  have  been  left  of  the  old,  or  been  a  character  that  shall  enable  him  to 
introduced  as-new,  to  be  removed  after  consecrate  all  his  scholarship,  both  as 
the  lapse  of  time,  and  after  altered  cir-  abstract  knowledge  and  aa  personal  cali- 
camstances  shall  have  rendered  ftwther  ture — all  the  accom]>lishments,  habit«, 
improv^nents  desirable.  So  many  and  and  aspirations  growing  out  of  his  pre- 
Boch  comprehenflive  ebanges  have  been  liminary  etadies^to  tbe  far  gruider 
effected  by  Mr  Inglis's  Bill,  that  ■  a  range  of  truth  lying  before  him  in  theo- 
Jengl^sned  period  must  transpire  before  logy,  and  to  his  preparations  for  the 
titSc  various  bearioga  can  De  known  sacred  office  of  domg  justice  to  that 
experimentally,  or  batore  there  wiU  be  truth  as,  in  itself,  a  Divine  revelation, 
j  any  excuse  for  a  new  agitation  on  the  and  as  it  is  meant  to  be  taught  to  and 
1  part  of  the  mcst  zealons  friends  of  Uni-  impressed  upon  hia  fellow-men  in  his 
versity  education.  >  life-long  profession.  All  tbe  Churches 
Not  only  equal,  but  far  superior  in  in  Britain  urgently  need  a  radical  re- 
importance,  to  the  question  of  University  form  in  the  training  which  they  provide 
Erform,  is  that  of  Divinity  Hall  Reform;  for  their  divinity  students.  The  Eng* 
and  the  latter,  earnestly  as  it  should  at  liaTi  Establishment,  in  spite  of  iis  unri- 
all  times  be  prosecnt«d,  should  now  be  vailed  resources  of  various  kinds,  has 
more  vigorously,  because  mere  auspi--  a  system  which  is  well  described  in  the 
ciouslj,  attended  to,  in  consequence  of  familiar  phrase,  "a  mockery,  a  delusion, 
the  recent  University  improvements.  If  and  a  snare."  We  shall  not  sproi  of 
the  candidate  for  the  Dimnity  Hall  is  lie  theological  academies  of  lie  afferent 
uoir  expected  to  emerge  from  tbe  Uni-  Dissenting  denominations  in  England, 
leiNty  with  ^  more    extensive   and  except  to  commend  the  great  improve* 
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ntents  lately  accompliBhed,  and  to  es-  tors,  tiKve  been  nndistingmslied  from 
preeg  a  atrung  hope  that  our  brethren  tlie  masa  of  their  clerical  coutemporanes. 
will  not  pause  in  the  path  of  progreaa  II  the  Divinity  Hall  were,  shut  up  for 
until  their  many  and  Eerious  deficiencies  five  coneecutive  years,  would  the  Uank 
be  overtalten.  We  intend  to  confine  he  noticed  in  any  new  pulpit  or  mijii- 
our  remarks  to  theological  teaching  an  sterial  defect  or  deterioration  ?  or  wonU 
oonducted  in  Scotland,  and  more  parti-  there  be  a  failure  in  the  appearance  al 
cularly  as  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  few  bright  young  preachers?  Itii 
the  United  Preahyterian  Church,  which,  a  notable  fact,  that  those  Btudents  wlo 
on  the  whole,  has  the  best  equipped  and  attend  meet  aaeiduouBly  and  conBcieD- 
moat  efficient  Divinity  HaU  that  can  tiously  to  all  the  instructions  from  the 
be  exhibited  by  any  of  our  Scottdah  chair,  and  who  are  most  complet«1j 
Churches.  moulded  and  fashioned  by  them,  sob- 
What  is  the  aim  of  a  Divinity  .Hall?  gequently  prove  tJiemselves  to  be  Ik 
To  educate  those  students,  who  look  for-  dullest,  feeblest,  and  the  meet  ohecure 
ward  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  of  all  qui  evangeUcal  instrumente.  lie 
the  most  efficient  discharge  of  the  fane-  general  confeEsion  of  theological  stodenti 
tions  of  the  sacred  office  which  thCT  and  of  licentiates  is,  that  for  any  pro- 
desire  to  hold  all  their  days.  At  all  gress  thej  have  made,  from  sessiDn  to 
times  the  ablest  possible  miuistrjr  should  session,  ^e  lapse  of  time,  along  witi 
be  provided,  hut  especially  now  and  reading  and  reflection,  should  be  rawited 
henceforth  in  this  country,  where  there  with  the  improvement ;  aud  that  the 
is  an  unequivocal  demand  for  it  ou  the  Hall  tuition  had  quite  an  imperceptible 
part  of  almost  all  classes,  and  where  effect.  Very  different  was  it  With  the 
there  is  no  little  sneering  on  account  previous  University  course :  the}>  could 
of  it«  scanty  and  uncertain  supply,  distinctly  and  largely  trace  their  attain- 
^The  great  popularity  of  tjie  illiterate  ments  in  the  classics,  and  in  mental, 
Itichara  Weaver,  who,  when  jn'eachisg  moral,  and  natural  philosophy,  to  the 
at  the  eiune  time  with  the  most  in-  ability  of  the  professors  who  presided 
tellectual  and  eloquent  of  Edinburgh  over  those  departments  of  study,  and 
clergymen,  can  allure  thoDsands  of  tell  what  good — direct  and  indued— 
church-goiDg  folks  of  all  classes  to  they  had  got  from  Wilson  and  Hamiltoii: 
desert  those  clergymeo,  until  thej  are  or,  at  least,  what  a  glorious  stimulus  for 
lonely  "  as  sparrows  on  the  house-  thinking  they  had  received  frwn  that 
top,"  and  to  crowd  around  himself,  remarkable  men.  They  were  vividir 
is  a  passing  frenzy,  and  is  utterly  conscious,  from  month  to  month,  sd 
worthless  as  a  sign  against  an  intel-  from  year  to  year,  of  growing  ani 
lectual  and  accomplished  ministry.]  gathering;  and  they  were  not  les  di£- 
Yet,  even  those  men  who  are  con-  tinctly  aware  of  the  sources  of  thisde- 
sjdouous  for  their  pulpit  eloquence,  or  lightful  change.  In  reference,  however, 
pastoral  excellence,  neither  cun  nor  will  to  their  theological  curriculum,  thej 
trace  it  to  the  Divinity  Hall.  Their  have  no  similar  sense  of  profit  and  pro- 
theological  professors  have  not  helped  gress,  though,  from  the  sacred  and  otler 
them  to  be — far  lees,  made  them — what  characteristics  of  the  studies,  they  niglit 
they  are.  From  those  dignitaries  they  have  been  eipected  to  note  the  advwi' 
did  not  get  their  powerful  and  felicitous  tages  derived.  We  have  heard  of  doings 
method  of  dealing  with  evangelical  in  the  Hall  which  prepare  us  for  receii- 
truth,  and  with  the  spiritual  nature  of  ing  such  an  account  of  tjie  comparative 
their  hearers ; — they  did  not  even  get  imimpresaiveneES  and  inability  of  the 
their  theological  knowledge.  The  Di-  sessions.  Often  is  it  reported  tli&t,  I 
vinity  Hall  influence  fell  far  short  of  whilst  the  professor  is  in  the  midst  of 
those  precious  results.  Those  men  his  prelections,  several  students— pre-  j 
would,  both  as  preachers  and  pastors,  ferringBulwer,  Dickens,  Thackeray,  elo.. 
have  been  esactly  what  they  are,  though  etc.,  as  teachers — are  busy  over  the  papi  -, 
their  professors  had  been  dumb  or  nou-  of  one  of  these  novelists ;  other  stndenti  ! 
existent ;  or  though  there  had  been  only  are  deep  in  Carlyle,  or  the  "  Orfonl  > 
oae  theological  tutor  in  the  place  of  half-  Essays  and  Keviews ; "  others  are  fikim- 
a-dozen.  If  the  Divinity  Hall  training  ming  a  penny  newspaper,  which  tkj 
had,  indeed,  been  the  sole  or  chief  infiu-  have  cleverly  folded,  so  as  that  it  inay 
ence,  they  would,  as  preachers  and  pas-  not  look  what  it  is;  others — mprestudi' 
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oBsIf,  7et  u  irrdevMitlf  employed — we  Bonnda  forth  like  tredi  Wnd  ori^mit' 
«ttopting  to  master  the  elemeoia  of  oniclae,  which  are  speciaUy  acoeptaUa 
Qennan  grammar ;  and  a  different  Mt  to  our  citj^  cODgr^atiois,  and  secure  a 
will  be  composing  the  discourse  which  stipend  of  four  or  five  hundred  pounA 
they  are  in  the  coaree  of  a  few  dayg  to  p«r  anaom.  2d.  There  are  thoie  pfeach- 
delim.  Hsw  can  thoee  stndento  ex-  tn  whoee  manner  completely  man  thar 
pect  to  have  any  stridee  of  theological  matt^*.  Among  these  unfortunates  are 
pctgresB  to  register  ?  An  observer,  neit  of  high  geniua  and  profound  ear- 
looking  over  their  shoulder,  would  ob-  neetnees,  like  John  Foster,  whoee  de- 
laJD  a  rather  grotesque-  and  unpleasant  livery  thoroughly  spoils,  »ad  rendsM 
riev  of  those  "  hopes  of  the  Church  "  nnimpressive  and  even  intolerablT  didl, 
qualifying  then:selvea  in  the  "  school  of  the  noblsst  and  meet  impassioned  com- 
Ibe  prophets  "  for  pastoral  labours  I  It  positioti.  Of  course,  when  this  wratdied 
Uf  be  a  subject  of  blame  as  well  as  <rf  manner  ie  allied  with  equally  wretched 
pitythat  the  Hall-training  BO  egregiously  matter,  nity  the  poor  hearers.  But 
fiib  to  engross  their  constant  attention  when  it  is  the  draw1»ck  and  drag  upon 
md  animated  interest.  But,  in  the  the  brilliant  utterances  of  men  of  genius, 
Uiuted  Presbyterian  Hall,  the  lectures  of  it  i^^ucha  "thorn  in  the  fleah"  of  those 
Die  different  Professors  hare  an  ability  preachers  as  nobody  else  can  realize. 
aai  interest  which  ought  to  secure  eager  3dly.  There  are  tliose  preachers  whose 
<  loi  continuous  hearing  on  the  part  of  dekrery  neither  mars  nor  helps  their 
sludente.  ideaa,  bnt.Btmply  presents  these  without 
How  are  Divinity  Ealb  tA  gain  the  importing  any  new  charm.  This  is  br 
niaia«rtoas  aims  professed?  One  of  the  far  the  most  numerous  class ;  indeed, 
bit  means  is  the  erection  of  suitable  almost  all  our  ministers  occupy  this 
rfairs.  Of  these,  there  is  one  of  capital  moderate  level  of  elocutionary  attain- 
bportance — that  of  sacred  rhetoric,  de-  menta.  Now,  the  careful  teaching  d 
mtcdto  thecompoeilion  of  sermons,  and  elocution  to  our  Divinity  students  might 
t*lhebcat  methods  of  exhibiting  truth  raise  the  third  class  of  preachers  into 
'or  pDpular  instruction  and  impression,  the  ^ral  clase,  as  specifiw ;  and  might 
Tet  m  no  Hall  is  there  a  chair  lor  this ;  even  elevate  the  tecond  to  the  place  of 
ind  alt  that  may  be  done  is,  the  delivery,  the  third.     Those  whose  manner  neith^ 

5  the  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology,  ^wils  nor  enhances  their  matter  might 

a  single  lecture  on  the  subject.     Sel-  acquire    a   delivery   which   would   acbt- 

Aim  even  is   there   any   provision   for  force  and  beauty  to  their  ideaa ;  and  the 

teaching  elocution ;    thou^  this  is  far  unfortunates  who  mar  and  murder  all 

f»Di   being    a    trivial     matter.       Our  that  they  have  to  say  might  mount  into 

preachers   may  be  divided  into  three  the  class  of  respectables,  who  simply 

cbsees:    1st.    There    are    those   whose  give  forth  their  ideas   in  a   way  that 

(locntion  gives  force  and  beauty  to  what  neither  helps  nor  hinders  them.     These 

Ibey  say.    They  are  few  in  number ;  reeults  ivould  surely  he  welcome  eveir- 

Mid,  whilst  amongst  them  are  found  the  where,   ftud   would    amply   justify   the 

"oUest   oratore,   there   are    also   those  establishment  of  a  chair  for  elocution, 

whose  sole  recommendation  is  their  de-'  There  should  also  be  a  chair  for  rhetoric 

li'ery.     In  the  pulpit,  the  late  Dr  M'AU  proper,  that  should  discuss  the  ocaapoK- 

of  Manchester  had  a  manner  quite  equal  tion  of  sermons. 

to  his   Tuatter ;    and   many   foreigtiers  Not   less  important,   however,   tiuai 

"fere  in    the    habit  of    attending  his  these  chairs,  is  ono  which  remains  to  be 

chorch  for    nothing  but  the   esquiaite  mentioned.      Its  duties  (we  have  only 

Wd  varied  music  <rf  his  voice,  as,  from  room  to  give  a  brief  and  very  imperfect 

Ikeir  ignorance  of  the  English  language,  explanation  of  these)  should  consist  in 

^wy  could  not  appreciate  hia  admirable  taking  up   the  literary,  scientific,  and 

^*M-    In  the   list   of  secular   orators,  philosophical  culture,  which  was  either 

"ird  Brougham's  manner  imparts  power  got,  or  at  least  should  have  been  got,  at 

to  the  matter  of  his  speeches.      Sorne  the  University,  andin  showing  ita  many 

PWachers,  however,  poeaeaa  this  enviable  important  bearings  upon  Christian  the- 

gut  of  elocution,  though  their  intellec-  ology.     Hitherto,  and  at  present,  there 

™*1  facnltica  and  accomplishments  are  is,  oetween  the  Hall  prelections  and  the- 

^beneath  mediocrity;  and  from  their  noblest  studies  of  the  University,  a  com- 

"!*  the  merest  commonplace  or  drivel  plete  ehaam  or  blank.    The  student  to- 
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soppoeed  to  lay  down,  at  tbe  door  of  the  eat  qualificatJons  for  tlua  difficult  and 

Divmitj  Hall,  his  load,  generally  a  very  important  profeffiorahip.      Indeed,  olha 

ligbt  one,  of  metaphysics;  and  nether  cburchee,  blessed  with  a  man  so  rarely 

any  actual  use,  nor  the  indication  of  endowed  and  cultured,  -would,  long  be- 

eren  a  possible  use,  of  that  load  ia  ever  fore  this,  have  made  a  chair  expr^csl; 

hinted  at.   Themajorityof  our  studraita,  for  hint,  in  order  that  their- studeatt 

from  their  youth  and  scanty  attainioenta  might  be  nobly  profited.    Nobody  will 

when   attending   the  '  claaaes    of    lo^c,  need  to  be  told  that  we  are  referring  to 

metaphysics,  and  mc«al  phDosopby,  are  the  Rev.  Dr  John  Cairns  of  Berwick, 

decidedly  poor  philosophers  wben  they  Yet,  his  competency  for  such  a  profu- 

leave  collie,  and  they  would  need  to  sorehip  is  not  mora   obviooa   than  iia 

be  again  educated  in  those  mind-invi'  lital  importance  of  that  professorship. 

K rating  branches.     Now,  the  United        These  suggestions  off^^d  are  strictly 

esbyterian  Church  could  in  a  moment  practical,  and  mt^  be  worthy  of  out 

fix  upon  a  man  possewed  of  all  the  high-  Synod's  early  attention.      A  Lathan, 


PBESBYTEEIANISM  IN  ENGLAND. 

Mr  Editor, — In  the  report  given  in  the  borough  town  in  the  countv  of  Durham, 
Anpist  number  of  the  United  Prabi/-  divid^  from  Newcastle  t)y  the  rivei 
lerian  Magazine,  from  the  Presbytery  of  Tyne,  and  wiUi  steep  banb  on  both 
Newcastle,  in  reference  to  the  motion  to  sides.  It  is  joined  to  Newcastle  by  a 
open  a  station  in  Gateshead,  the  facts  of  high-level  bridge  with  a  pontage,  and  ii 
ttie  case  are  not  brought  out,  and  the  to  Newcastle  as'  Leith  to  Edinbnrgti,  cr 
account  given  is  fitted  to  ntake  an  im-  the  Gorbalsto  Glwow.  It  has  a  popu- 
pression  very  different  from  what  the  lation  of  83.000.  There  is  also  a  suburb, 
facts  warrant.  The  supporters  of  the  composed  of  High  Felling,  Low  FeDing, 
motion  have  long  felt  that  the  course  FeUing  Shore,  and  Frica's  Goose,  whid 
pursued  for  the  extension  of  our  Church  t«  the  eye  are  one  continuous  town  with 
in  Englai^,  however  well-intentioned,  Gateshead,  and  probably  include  to- 
has  been  seriously  faulty.  We  have  gether  a  population  of  40,000,  ac«es- 
been  planting  churches  iji  villages  where  sible  toacongregation  in  Gateshead.  1^ 
the  population  is  comjiaratively  few;  and  supporteia  of  the  motion  feel  that  itii 
the  result  has  been,  that  many  of  our  not  creditable  to  our  zeal  and  missionar; 
congregations  are  small,  and  become  a  spirit  that  a  town  so  near  th^  centre  d 
lasting  burden  upon  the  funds, — that  our  operations,  and  with  such  a  mass  of 
our  ministers  naturally  feel  discouraged  population, shouldnotbeoccupied  byut, 
and  depreesed  by  continued  labour  where  In  Newcastle  we  have  five  congregation!, 
the  hope  of  raising  the  congregation  in  witli  six  ministers.  In  aU,  there  ue 
nunrbeiB  and  usefidness  is  distant,  or  all  eight  Presbyterian  congregations  in 
.  but  hopeless.  The  effect  of  this  serious  NewcastlCj  and  one  Engli^  Presbyterian 
error  is.  Presbytery  is  presented  to  the  congregation  in  Gateshead  that  has  heea 
public  in  a  feeble  and  struggling  state,  peculi^^ly  unfortunate,  and  exerted  "oai 
and  able  to  exert  but  little  influence.  little  influence.  The  population  of  New- 
It  would  have  been  the  true  policy  to  castle  is  109,000.  IJurmg  the  last  ten 
havedirectedattention  t«populoustownB,  years  it  has  increased  21,000,  whik 
where  the  zeal  and  devoted  energy  of  a  Gateshead  has  increased  in  the  same  lime 
faithful  minister  wonld  raise  a  cougrega-  6000.  The  decisive  question  was.  Would 
tion  to  bcself-Bustaiotng  and  a  source  of  the  ministeis  of  Newcastle  be  persuaded 
blessing,  and  give  prestige  to  our  cause.  to  give  the  motion  their  support?  Would 
Within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  they  be  wilhng  to  copy  the  eiamfJo 
of  Newcastle  a  number  of  places,  from  which  a  number  of  our  ministers  have 
their  position  and  population,  present  set  them,  and  make  a  little  sacrifice,  and 
inviting  fields — such  as  Gateshead,  Tyne-  labour  for  the  extension  of  our  Chuicli 
mouth,  Durham,  and  Dailington.  En-  in  Gateshead?  Would  they  be  ealisfied 
tertaining  these  sentiments,  Gateshead  with  the  109,000  in  Newcastle,  composed 
was  fixed  upon  first  as  having  high  as  it  ia  of  a  large  nnmber  of  ScotchmeD, 
-cjaime  upon    our  attention.      It  ia  a  as  a  field  of  Mwor,  and  welcome  a  h^ 
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bourer  in  Gatcehead  to  give  moral  weight  been  taVing  no  decisive  atep  to  make  the 

and  eitenaioii  to  oar.cauae  ?  clear  light  of  the  GoepeL  shine  there. 

SuSceittosay,  thtttwhOe  thesupport'         It  io  true  that  the  union  of  the  Pres- 

eisof  the  motion  have  exonerated  tnera-  bytorians  in  England  might  give  Btrength 

eelra  by.  bringing  forward  the  case,  and  and  call  forth  united  effort.     But  not  & 

ifiym  a  free  eipreesion  to  their  senti-  fewof  theEncliah  Presbyt«rianB,1ilie  our 

inentK,  three  of  the  ministers  of  New-  own,  are  smiul,  and  require  to  be  aided, 

caatle  met  it  with  strenuous  opposition,  and  the  energies  of  the  ministers  require 

In  the  report  the  vote  is  given  as  nega-  to  be  devot«d  to  their  own  congrega- 

liring  the  motion  by  the  large  majority  tio'na,  and  have  nather  tte  time  nor  the 

of  10  to  5.     It  is  not  mentioned  that  means  for  evangelistic  effort  at  a  distance. 
Ibe  seconder  of  the  motion,  and  who  had         If  the  cause  of  Presbytery  is  to  be  ad- 

tupported  it  with  a  pithy  speech,  was  in  vanced,  it  is  neceBsary  therefore  to  make 

lb  meantime  called  to  the  chair,  and  his  the  appeal,  and  seek  the  help  required 

vote,  conBBQuently,  not  counted;  that  a  from  our  brother  Presbyterians  who  have 

Newcastle  elder,  who  did  not  vote,  stated  both  the  heart  and  the  means  to  come 

tbit  although  he  had  not  voted,  his  sym-  to  oar  aid. 

|athiea  we«i  with  the  motion ;  that  two.         The  United  Freebyterian  Church  has 

if  not  more,  ministera  pretent  declined  entered  upon  a  course  of  action  which, 

rating,     ft  will  be  plain  at  a  glance  that  we  believe,  requires  only  to  be  extended 

it  was  a  thin  meeting,  and  that  the  10  to  meet  the  cltums  of  England,  and  to  be 

"ho  vol«d  against  the  motion  cannot  be  crowned  with  great  bucc«m.    Let  th« 

regarded  as  ex^essing  the  sentiments  of  same  energy  which  has  been  directed  to 

Ihe  Newcastle  Presbytery,  composed,  as  plant  churchas  in  London  be  extended 

the  roll  ahows,  of  from  60  to  70  mem-  to  the  large  towns  of  England.     When 

bers,  a  field  has  been  selected,  let  her  men  of 

I  write  not  merely  to  bring  out  the  tried  zeal  and  enunence  be  sent  for  a 

Ik\b  in  reference  to  Gateshead,  but  upon  time  to  evaneelize.     Many  will  heartily 

graands  of  importance  and  public  in-  accord  with  uie  sentimeut,  that  there  is 

Knsb.    The  time  baa  come  wnen  Pres-  not  a  town  in  Englandof  10,000inhabi- 

bjterians  should  arouse  themselves  to  tants  where  a  Presbyterian  chmch  may 

tne  claims  of  England,  and  put  foi-th  not  now  be  planed.     If  the  efforts  put 

Kltort  to  restore  and  extend  the  acrip-  forth  are  not  expended  upon  small  places, 

i«ral  doctrine   and   Church  polity  of  but  directed  to  the  large  towns,  and 

the  PoritanB.     The  example   of  Papista  wrought  out  by  men  of  piety  and  zeal, 

should  excito  our  emulation,  in  planting  there  is    strong   probabOitj    that    our 

their  churches  where  P^la  ore  cougre-  Church  would  prove  a  source  of  great 

gated  in  thouaands.     They   have   built  blessing,  and  occupy  a  poaition  of  use- 

ktely  a  large  church  in  Gateahead,  ukd  fulneas  and  influence  in  England  far  be- 

anolW  at  the  Felling ;  while  we  have  yond  what  she  can  now  claun,      J.  Y, 


"  Ood  forbid  tbat  I  ahanld  glory,  save  !□  tha  cross  ol  oar  Lord  Jeaua  Christ" — Gai»  vi.  1 

Amid  the  lonesome  night, 

When  round  his  bark  the  awelling  tempeat  ravel, 
How  cheering  to  the  watchful  Bailor's  sight 
The  steady  pole-atar,  ahining  clear  and  bright, 

That  guides  his  course  'mid  ocean's  weltering  waves  I 

And  so,  'mid  toil  and  care, 

When  doubts  and  fears  distract  the  Christian's  breast, 
And  when  he  seems  fast  sinking  in  despur. 
The  Croes  of  Christ  shines  like  a  cresset  fair. 

And  with  its  light  brings  safety,  peace,  and  rest. 


..Google 


ib,Google 


BBLIOIOCS  INT£LL1Q&NGR^ 


437 


modciaCOr.  Tba  clerk  Btatcd,  (hst  in 
■oswic  to  the  reqneiL  or  the  presbylerj, 
ihe  conTsneT  of  the  Theological  Com- 
mittee had  forvanled  a  full  ect  of  booki 
for  the  examination  of  itudenta,  which 
booki  were  laid  npoa  the  table.  Ths 
presbjCerf  gsre  instTuctiona  that  said 
books  ifaoold  be  labelled,  and  retained  in 
ihehsQdsof  the  convener  of  the  atudents' 
BomBiitlee  for  the  oae  of  the  presbjlery. 
Kead  a  letter  IVom  the  Home  Secretary, 
iaiiniating  that  Che  Home  Misaion  Boanl 
had  mads  a  grant  to  the  praahytoij  in  aid 
ofthe  Bucterbnm  Station,  Dnndea.  Heard 
Ae  remaindef  of  the  trial  diMonrses  of  Mr 
Robert  Qrar,  who  in  the  ninal  manuBr 
was  licenaed  to  preach  the  Goapel  in  con- 
nection  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
ChDc^.  Menn  Douglas,  Beatc,  and 
Miller,  alter  eiTing  discoarses,  were  certi- 
fied to  the  Hall.  This  presbytery  meets 
ta  Dundee  on  Tuesday,  the  SSd  October. 

Duafirmiine — This  presbytery  met  on 
Che  4ch  of  Juno— the  Rev.  Hr  Graham, 
moderator;  wbeti,  iMer  alia,  Mr  David 
Drysdala.  student  in  philosophy,  vas 
nominated  by  the  Ker.  Mr  Bnssell  for 
eisiBinatian  with  a  view  to  admission  to 
the  Divinity  Hall,  and  the  following — via., 
the  Rev.  Dn  Johaston  and  M'Michael, 
and  Ihe  Rev.  He«sra  Young,  Kuesell, 
tad  Jarvie — were  appoinied  to  examine 
bim,  at  mexC  meeting  of  presbytery,  on  the 
several  branchea  of  learning  in  the  sylla- 
liDs  Cranemittad  from  the  Committee  on 
Thaologieal  Education  for  the  purpose. 
Supply  by  membera  of  presbytery  was 
appointed  to,  Frofeaaor  Harper's  pnlpit 
daring  the  ensuing  sewion  of  the  Hall. 
The  Rev.  Mes«n  RuhbU,  Graham,  and 
Jirvie  reported  the  evangeliacic  labonrs  in 
which,  BlMig  with  the  elders,  James  and 
William  Olaaa,  they  had  engaged  for  three 
inccBsdio  weets,  for  two  days  each  week, 
in  ths  village  of  Halbeath,  and  stated  that 
they  met  with  a  very  kind  reception  from 
the  people,  and  cherish  the  liope  that 
nnch  good  will  result  from  the  movement. 
For  the  pnrpose  of  a  more  effectual  pro- 
Kcalion-  of  euoh  work  in  that  and  other 
necessitooa  places  within  their  bounds,  the 
presbytery,  after  some  deliberation,  i^reed 
10  ^ply  to  the  Home  Mission  Committee 
for  two  preachers,  lo  be  sent  into  the 
bounds  of  the  presbytery  for  a  moittii  each 
during  their  vacant  time,  to  be  employed 
in  evangelistic  work  under  the  direction 
of  the  prBBbytery,  and  in  connection  with 
some  of  its  members  ;  and  appointed  the 
ministers  in  Dnnfermline  a  committee — 
MtYonng,  convener— to  make  and  super- 
inlend  the  necessary  arrangements.  Held 
an  interesting  conversation  on  the  subject 
of  the  revival  meetings  that  hare  been 
held  ia  Dourennliae  foi  several   months 


paM ;  and,  though  no  visible  results  ex- 
tensively affECting  the  condition  of  the 
churches  in  the  town  have  as  yet  followed 
from  these,  yet  the  presbytery  were  of 
opinion  that  good  In  various  forms  has 
been  effected,  for  which  they  ought  to  be 
thankful  lo  the  Spirit  of  all  grace.-^The 
presbytery  met  again  on  the  SSd  of  Jnly — 
the  Rev.  Mr  Aikman,  moderator;  when 
Mr  David  Di'ysdale,  agreeably  to  the 
appointment  of  last  meeting,  having  been 
examined  by  means  of  written  papers  on 
the  several  branches  of  education  neces- 
saiy  Eo  admission  to  the  Divinity  Hall,' 
the  examination  was  sustained,  and  it 
was  agreed  Co  certify  him  in  order  to- 
attendance  on  the  ensntng  session,  as  a 
student  of  the  Qrst  year.  The  committee 
of  presbjwry  for  superintending  the 
students  reported,  that  at  four  sever^ 
meetings  during  the  existing  recess  they 
had  examined  them  on  the  various  subject! 
in  the  course  of  study  sanctioned  by  the 
Synod,  and  had  reason  to  be  satiiiSed  with 
the  attention  given  by  them  to  these,  and 
the  progress  they  had  made.  These  stadents 
being  preaeni — <iz.,  Messrs  Davidson, 
Howiesun,  and  Robertson— Mr  Davidson 
delivered  a  sermon,  which  was  inslained; 
and  he  and  the  others  were  examined,  by 
means  of  written  papers,  on  a  nuniber  of 
subjects  Id  connection  with  their  theolo- 
gical course,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
presbytery  ;  and  having  all  given  the  pro- 
"    '         iber  of  disoonrses,  two  each  ii 
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ify  them  to  the  ensu 
Hall.  Heard  h  representation  from  the 
congregation  of  Muekart  in  reference  to 
Che  sappIemeuC  of  stipend  of  L.SD  per 
annual  they  have  been  receiving  fur  three 
years  past,  expressing  their  belief  that, 
on  a  careful  eon  si  deration  of  their  circum- 
stances, it  ia  still  neeessaiy  to  enable  ihnn 
to  afford  their  minister  a  stipend  of  L.t20, 
and  requesting  thai  it  be  continued  for 
some  lime  longer.  The  presbytery,  hav- 
ing consiclerea  the  metier,  agreed  (Dr 
M'.Michael  diseenling)  to  recommend  to 
the  Board  of  Missions  that,  in  compliance 
■with  that  request,  the  said  supplement  be 
continned  for  another  three  years,  in  .th* 
hope  that  by  the  end  of  that  period,  as  the 
congregation  appears  to  be  improving, 
they  will  he  able  to  do  without  ir,  either 
in  whole  or  in  part.  The  commictee  for 
superintending  evangelistic  work  gave  a 
favourable  report  of  the  labours  which, 
with  the  aid  of  one  of  the  preachers  sent 
hj  the  Committee  on  Missions,  they  had 
prosecuted  for  a  few  weeks  past  in  oeveral 
of  the  collier  villages  in  the  ncighboarhood 
of  Dunfermline.  The  committe'e  of  pres- 
bytery on  missions,  statistics,  and  congre- 
gstioaal  contributioni    was   leappoinied, 
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coniisting  or  the  memlierB  in  DanfermKne, 
under  the  convenership  of  the  Rev.  Dr 
M'Michael.  Next  meeting  of  preiliyterj- 
to  be  on  ihe  8lh  of  October, 

EdiabvTi,h. — Tliia  presbjleiy  met  on  6th 
AugDSt— the  Rev.  Dr  Joseph  Bronn,  mo- 
derator/iro  (em,  Tbe  minutes  of  last  meet- 
ing were  read  and  sustained,  as  also  the 
propped ing9  in  connection  witb  the  ordina- 
itona  and  indactiona  which  hare  taken 
place  within  the  bounds  of  ibe  preabjter; 
during  the  past  month.  Mr  Alexander 
(elder),  West  Linton,  applied  that  the 
presbjterj  should  grant  permiesion  to  dis- 
pense the  sacrament  of  the  Supper  in  West 
Linton  congregation  un  the  third  Sahbath 
of  September,  and  that  Mr  John  stone,  their 
'  late  pastor,  should  be  allowed  to  oESciate. 
Tbe  jH^sbjlery  granted  the  request  craved. 
A  petition  was  also  read  from  the  conRre- 
jjation  worshipping  atPcnicuik,  requesting 
that  tbe  presbyter;  should  allow  them  to 
hear  two  preBchera,  tIi,,  Messrs  Girdwood 
and  Gellatly,  and  that  the  sacrament  of 
the  Supper  should  be  dispeoEed  on  the  3d 
Sabbath  of  September.    The  presbyierj 

Cnted  the  latter  request,  and  agreed  to 
ward  the  former,  with  recommendation, 
to  the  Committee  for  Distribution  of 
Preachers.  Dr  Peddle,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr  Drummond,  convener  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  meet  with  the  minoritj  in 
Millhill  congregation,  Musselburgh,  who 
request  to  be  formed  into  a  separate  con- 
gregation, laid  on  the  table  the  following 
report!— "Edinburgh, July  18, 1861.   The 

bers  of  (he  Millhill  congregaiion,  Mussel- 
burgh, petitioning  to  be  formed  into  a 
separate  congregation,  have  to  report  that 
they  had  a  meeting  with  said  petitioners, 
of  whom  about  fiO  were  present,  and  that 
they  obtained  fhjni  them  statements  lo  tbe 
following  effect  r— That  the  popnlstion  of 
the  parish  of  Inveresk  is  10,000;  that 
church  accommodation  is  provided  in  six 
places  of  worship  for  about  700O  ;  that  the 
ordinarj  church  attendance  is  estimated 
at  3000;  that  of  this  3000,  tbe  parish 
church  ta  attended  by  1000,  the  quoad 
aacra  chapel  by  <50,  Ihe  ITree  Church  by 
650,  Bridge  Street  United  Presbyterian 
Church  by  300,  Millhill  United  Pr.  sby- 
terian  Church  by  250,  and  the  Indepen- 
dent chapel  by  30;  that  in  addiiien  to 
these  there  is  a  small  Episcopal  chapel, 
the  attendance  at  which  was  not  kno^vti ; 
that  labouring  in  tbe  district  there  are  five 
missionaries;  that  the  petition  addres-ed 
to  the  presbytery,  signed  by  73  members, 
represented  34  families;  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  aware  of  tbe  probable  ex- 
penses connected  with  their  contemplated 
movement,  and  were  quite  ready  lo  under- 
take tbe  responsibility  of  them ;  that  ihey 


thought  there  wai  little  or  no  donbt  of 

their  obtaining  the  use  of  ■  hall  capable 
of  containing  200  persons,  and  ttiat  tbe 
rse  of  this  hall  would  be  free  of  expense; 
that  they  had  great  hopes  of  success,  and 
thonghl  there  was  ample  room  fur  the 
eiistence  and  for  the  operation  of  another 
congregation  in  Musselburgh ;  that  their 
chief  desire  in  originating  ibeir  present 
movement  was  that,  as  betore,  they  loigbt 
be  united  in  church  fellowship  with  one 
another,  and  in  connection  with  the  United 
Pretbjlerian  Church,  to  which  they  were 
strongly  attaehed  ;  and  further,  that  as  re- 
garded aoy  obligations  on  their  part  in 
connection  with  the  retiring  allowance  to 
tbe  Bev.  A.  £.  Sclanders,  they  were  of 
opinion  that,  in  consideration  that  the 
majority  in  Millhill  Church  would  remain 
in  possession  of  a  place  of  worship  now 
free  of  debt,  to  tbe  liquidating  of  the  debt 
on  which  Ihe  majonty  had  recently  contri- 
buted the  sum  of  L,31,  while  the  minority 
had  conlribnted  i..96 ;  and  in  considera- 
tion, further,  that  in  tbe  event  of  their  ap- 
plication being  granted  by  the  presbftcri, 
they  would  have  heavy  charges  to  beir  in 
their  separate  capacity,  they  would  not 
agree  as  a  body  lo  be  held  liable  to  make 
up  any  portion  of  said  allowance  to  Mr 
Sclanders.  and  thought  that  the  obligation 
should  &tiil  rest  wholly  on  Millhill  congre- 
gation. At  thesamelime,  tley  wish  it  tote 
understood  that  they  retain  the  warinei<i 
affection  for  their  lormer  minister,  and, 
individually,  would  be  ready  to  aid  him  in 
the  way  of  adding  to  tbe  allowance  agreed 
to  by  the  Millhill  congregation."  Dr  Fed- 
die  stated  that  tbe  committee  refrained 
from  giving  any  remarks  of  their  own,  and 
left  the  presbytery  to  consider  the  report 
for  themselves.  The  clerk  then  read  the 
petition  which  bad  been  forwarded  by  the 
minority,  desiring  to  be  formed  into  a  new 
congregation,  and  to  have  supply  of  ser' 
mon  granted  by  the  presbytery.  I'he  lol- 
lowing  commissioners  appeared  in  support 
of  the  petition,  viz.:  Messrs  William 
Bourhill,  Jamea  Bellfield,  Jamea  Smith, 
and  James  Bourhill,  junior.  Mr  Willitm 
Bourhiil  said ;— Moderator,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  the 
petition  from  the  minority  of  the  Millhill 
Churth,  and,  in  doing  £0,  I  would  brii'fly 
refer  to  our  present  position,  and  what  hm 
brought  us  into  it.  I  need  not  inforiu  this 
presbytery  that  there  has  been  a  difision 
in  that  church  for  a  long  time  back,  and 
that  this  division  arose  uhiefiy  from  the 
question  about  who  should  succeed  our 
former  pastor,  the  Bev.  Mr  Selandera,  In 
this  di.'pute  certain  partiea  belonging  lo 
the  majority,  along  with  oihera  having  no 
couneciion  with  the  church,  fixed  a  pur- 
pose in  their  mind  that  ibeKev,  Ur  Baclii, 


Bud  none  «Iae,  ihoald  be  tde  perMn  to  One.    I  hope  that  both  will  go  on  tvim- 

tnccead.    Had  these  paitiea  adopted  fair,  miagly,   and  in    addition   to   Bopponing 

honourable,   and   aprijiht  means  la  gain  ordinances  for  themselves,  the;  will  hava 

their  object,  the  minoritT,  aa  a  mader  of  somewhat  to  give  for  the  various  sctiemeB 

coDTue,  would  have  had  less  ({roand  for  of  the  Ch arch.    At  a  proof  of  what  nan  be 

cOQtpUiDt.    But,  however  starlling  it  may  done  when  people  are  in  earnest,  I  maj 

•ppear  to  the  mind  of  the  members  of  Btate  that  our  friends  in  the  Mitlhtll  are 

preabjtery,  the  eonrae   pursued  was  the  going on<]uite  well  without  us;  and  if  Ihia 

rery  opposite  of  the  one  aow  indicaled.  be  true,  it  jnst  shuws  that  when  men  are 

In  ihc  management  of  this  dispute  they  called   to  occupy  official  and  Iront-rank 

Ibreir  off  all  moral  restraint. — MrO^lvie:  ground,  Ibeyjnst  dip  a  little  deeper  into 

This  is  charging  the  majority  with  BOme-  their  pockete,  becanse  neoessity  demands 

thing  like  dishonourable  conduct.    I  can-  it.    I  believe  also  that  if  the  presbytery  bot 

not  sit  and  hear  Ibis  in  the  absence  of  the  give  oi  a  fair  chance  of  holding  together 

majority,  who  are  not  preBeni  to  defend  as  a  church,  by  granting  a  supply  of  ser- 

ibeniselves  against  thes«  allegations.— Ht  mon— and  this  I  hope  will  be  more  readily 

Bourhill :  That  is  the  way  we  are  trodden  done,  conaidering  the  goodly  number  at 

dvwn  in  our  church  meetings The  mode-  present  on  the  preachers  roll — we  will  also 

rator;  I  am  afraid  the  time  for  clearing  np  exert  ourselves  to  obtain  the  rank  of  a 

matters  between  ihe  mpjoritj  and  minority  self-sustaining  church.   And  if,  in  the  good 

ia  now  past.    We  have  got  a  new  cose —  providence  of  Qod,  we  fall  in  with  one  as 

the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  having  this  our  minister  who  has  a  fair  share  ofaccep- 

diijunction — and  1  hope  you  (Mr  Bourhill)  tability  about  him,  his  influence  for  good 

willconfiuByourBelftolhat.— MrBourhili:  will  be  felt  in  the  town,  and  each  of  the 

lean  prove  everything  I  assert,  and  there-  churches  in  their  different  spheres   may 

fore  feel  sorry  chat  I  am  not  allowed  to  not  only  exist,  bnt  do  so  with  benefit  not 

read  it  out,  aa  the  paper  ia  drawn  up  to  only  to  tfaemselves,  but  also  to  the  place  in 

throw  Jight  00  the  subject,  and  to  let  the  which  our  lot  is  cast.    I  disavow  every- 

meutbers  of  presbytery  know  how  we,  as  a  thing  like  rivalry  in  this  matter;  I  rather 

minorily,   etand.     The   moderator  again  view  it  as  a  case  in  which  Providence  has 

appealed  to  Mr  Bonrhilt  to  confine  himself  laid  this  course  upon  us  as  a  necessity. 

toihequestionoftliBdisJunciion  ;  and  this  Trne;  our  number  is  not  great,  liut  ever 

being  the  feeling  of  the  presbytery,   Hr  aince  the  committee  were  down,  we  have 

Bourhill  said  he  would  pass  over  a  portion  continued  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  once 

of  his  MS.,  and  then  proceeded :  I  mention  every  Sabbath.    Onr  attendance  has  been 

theie  facts  as  some  of  the  reasons  why  we  good.     We  seem  to  be  of  one  heart  and 

are  here  as  the  protesting  minority  in  the  one  mind  ;  and  I  would  only  add,  that  if 

Miilbill  Chnrch,   and  by  that   mcaus  to  the  presbytery  refuse  the  prayer  of  onr 

show  the  presbytery  that  we  can  assign  petition,  sad  indeed  will  be  the  day  when 

sufficient  reasons  for  our  present  conrce  of  we  meet  for  the  last  time,  not  to  return  to 

conduct.    But,  sir,  (here  are  other  reasons  the  Millbit),  bat  to  be  scattered  abroad  as 

beside — for  these,  however,  I  would  refer  sheep  who  have  been  refased  a  shepherd, 

the  presbytery  to  its  own  committee,  which  and  to  lament  over  the  aad  fate  whieh  has 

met  with  us  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  us  befallen  its  while  taking  a  Bland  for  truth 

to  Ihe  choice  of  the  majority  ;  and  I  hope  and  principle.    Mr  James  Bellfield  :  It  is 

that  that   committee    will   endeavour   to  scarcely  necessary  to  add  anyihing  to  the 

throw  some  light  on  the  matter,  so  that  statement  of  our  cose  just  laid  before  your 

the  presbytery  may  be  the  better  able  to  rev.  court,  as  we  pretame  the  presbytery 

jadge  of  the  pecaliar  nature  of  our  case,  is  sufficiently  informed  in  regard  to  the 

and  of  the  fairness  and  justice  of  oor  pre-  causes  that  have  led  to  the  present  painful 

seat  elaim  to  be  disjoined  from  the  Millhill  separation ;  and  we  trust  that  yon  will  be 

Charch  and  to  be  torincd  into  a  new  con-  prepared  at  otice  without  further  delay  to 

gregatiou.     I  know,  moderator  and  mem-  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition.    We  are 

hers  of  presbytery,  thai  a  great  deal  may  warranted  in  cherishing  this  anticipation, 

be  said  in  opposition   to   having   three  as  the  deputations  sent  by  the  presbytery 

United  Presbyterian  chnrches  in  Mussel-  have  very  generally  admitted  tho  justice 

burgh.    Many  will  say,  "As  well  give  Ihe  of  our  cause,  and  that  we  had  sufficient 

eart  the  third  wheel,"  and  BO  forth;  but  in  grounds  for  the  step  wo  had  taken,  and 

My  opinion  it  is  very  far  from  being  so  that  it  would  be  unmanly  and  unchristian 

absurd.     I  allow  that  the  two  churches  under  any  circumstances  to  fall  in  with  the 

there  are  not  anything  like  full ;  indeed,  I  majority.    A  member  of  presbytery  here 

would  go  further,  and  say  that  one  of  the  interrupted  Mr  Bellfield,  and  stated   he 

churches  could  easily  hold  both  congrega-  was  not  aware  that  any  c         '         '     ' 


.  ^.oo^Ic 


440  imUQlOVB  INTELLIQEKCB^ 

Kordt,  bnt  thej  had  left  that  impression  Tnther  was  miatakeo,  bh  the  tiro  be  re- 
do the  minds  of  some.  The  modenilor  ferrcd  to  merely  did  not  choose  to-fsll  in 
and  other  raembera  of  committee  wished  with  them  until  the  presbytery  sanctioned 
It  to  be  distiDctly  understood,  that  what-  their  meeting.  The  presbjteir,  aflersome 
ever  might  ba  the  impreasions  of  Mr  Bell-  desultory  coitTereaLiun,  agreed  to  send  in- 
field and  hia  friendi,  euch  was  so  far  from  formation  to  the  sessions  in  the  dislrid 
their  intentions,  that  their  re'y  object  had  that  this  application  for  disjunction  had 
been  to  get  the  minority  if  possible  to  re-  been  made  to  lliein,  reqaescing  that  the; 
turn  and  unite  again  with  the  majoritT.  should  inform  the  pre«b»lei7  of  their  opi- 
Mr  BellSeld  then  cunlinaed-We  still  feel  nious  in  regard  to  it.  The  clerk  read  alet- 
that  we  hate  been  deeply  wronged,  and  lerrromMrBaillie.nndercBllIoOllabenj,' 
that  our  late  gifted  minister  has  been  still  who  said  he  accspred  the  call  to  Oils- 
more  grievously  wronged ;  and  when  a  ma-  berry,  as  hs  thought  there  was  there  a  Iti^e 
jority  of  this  presbytery  fonnd  themselves  und  necessitous  iiBtd  for  ministerial  labour; 
powerless  to  redress  these  wrongs,  we  but  as  there  was  no  church  or  manse,  and 
mast  have  some  positive  evidence  of  re-  the  people  were  unable  to  provide  tbcn, 
penlance  from  the  wrongdoer  before  it  and  as  these  were  not  only  nccessaij  fre 
would  be  right  to  f[>'give.  At  the  same  increased  comfort  but  for  the  good  of  tht 
time,  we  would  disclaim  all  idea  of  retalia-  cnnse,  he  could  not  see  bis  way  lo  enter 
lion;  bDt,on  the  contrnry,«e  would  cherish  this  work  with  any  prospect  of  great  nse- 
ft  forgiving  spirit,  which  would  render  good  fulnesn,  unless  the  court  or  some  other 
fol  evil.  In  these  circumstances,  being  should  undertake  to  assist  in  procuring 
under  a  moral  necessity  of  adopting  one  that  object,  by  devising  sncb  means  ■■ 
■or  other  of  the  alternatives,  either  to  form  ihey,  in  their  wisdom,  might  see  Rt.  On 
ourselves  into  a  separate  congregation  or  tlicie  ciHiditions  he  was  willing  to  acceil 
be  scattered  about  among  other  denomina-  the  call.  The  clerk  then  called  for  the 
tions,  weunanlmonslj  adopted  the  former,  report  of  the  comnjiilee  appointed  to  in- 
which  we  considered  )>est  for  onrselvea  ami  quire  into  the  condition  and  prospects  oF 
for  the  cause  of  Vo1untaryi!<ni  in  Mussel-  the  Ollaberry  congregation,  when  tit 
burgh.  It  has  been  urgrd  against  the  Scolt,  Balemo,  gnve  in  a  report  to  the 
adoption  of  either  alternative,  that  we  effect  that  he  had  ssceriained  that  the 
might  4iave  gone  in  a  body  to  Bridge  memhershiportliechurch  atOllabenywat 
Street.  This  very  desirable  su^estioD  40,  the  aiiend«ncc  STO;  that  the  sum  pro- 
has  been  considered  calmly,  and  aban-  mised  by  the  people  for  stipend  was  L.SO, 
doned  for  many  reasons.  1st,  It  was  and  that  there  had  also  been  received  aboni 
doubtful  if  there  is  accommodation  for  the  L.40  for  building  purposes,  for  which,  how- 
numbers  we  etEpect;  and  2d,  Becanse  it  ever,  L.850  will  he  required,  Mr  Scott  alw 
is  impracticable,  as  the  great  meiority,  elated  that  he  had  communicated  with  Ui 
whether  from  sympathy  with  the  Relief  MacGiil  as  to  what  aid  the  Home  Com- 
•ection  of  iheUniied  Presbyterian  Church,  miitee  wootd  give  towards  the  erection  of 
or  from  some  other  cause,  could  not  be  the  necessary  buildings.  MrMacGillpro- 
brought  to  agree.  We  hope,  therefore,  mised  to  bring  the  sabjecl  before  the 
that  this  court  will  consider  our  case  Home  Miasion  Committee  of  the  Chnrch 
favourably,  and  grant  our  petition  ;  but  on  Monday,  and  transmit  llieir  decision  to 
whether  or  no,  we  are  resolved  to  perse-  the  presbytei;.  Ho  might,  liowever,  slate 
Ycre  and  remain  united.  However  desir-  that  the  committee  of  presbytery  looked 
able  and  expedient  it  may  be  to  be  united  favourably  upon  the  case  of  the  chnrch  al 
to  the  presbytery,  yet  your  petitioners  are  Ollaberry,  and  recommended  it  to  the  eo^ 
not  among  those  who  consider  it  absolutely  dial  support  of  ihe  presbytery.  A  letter 
necessarv  to  the  formation  of  a  chnrch,  or  was  read  from  Mr  MacGill,  lo  the  effect 
before  they  can  receive  the  outpouring  of  that  the  committee  were  not  at  libeily 
the  Spirit  of  truth.  We  remember  the  under  existing  rules  to  appropriate  lay 
upper  room  at  Jerusalem  and  take  cour-  portion  of  their  funds  to  aid  in  the  enc- 
age.  After  a  few  wards  by  Mr  Bourhill,  tion  of  buildings  -,  but  that  they  will  desl 
Jan.,  several  questions  were  put  to  the  with  the  congregation  of  Ollaberry  asthej 
commissioners,  by  which  it  was  elicited  did  with  Mosshank,  in  regard  lo  snp^e- 
from  Mr  V/illiam  Bourbill,  that  several  ment,  gianting  for  three  years  a  miisioi- 
members  of  Ihe  congregaiinn,  in  addition  ary  supplement  of  L.TO  per  annum,  o» 
to  those  ill  tlie  petition,  were  detirous  to  condiiion  that  the  congregation  give  > 
have  their  names  adliibited;  thattheyhad  stipend  of  not  less  than  L.30.  Se'cral 
lost  two  adherents  by  death,  and  that  two  members  of  presbytery  urged  Iho  dcEi'ra- 
had  pone  back  to  the  congregation  since  bility  of  having  bntb  Ihe  manse  and  church 
the  induction.  The  latler,  he  said,  thus  erected;  and  Ihe  presbytery  appotDUd 
showed  that  they  were  not  com  but  their  missionary  committee  to  prepin  s 
ohaff.    Mr  Bourhill,  jun.,  stated  that  bis  statement  of  the  case,  appeal  to  the  conr 
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{TegitionR  in  tho  presbjrterr  Tor  conlribn-  1»f  RppointmenEi ;  and  tho  cUik  wm  in* 

MODS  Uirarda  biiiliiing  tfae  church   and  Mnicted  accord  in  gly. 
mtTiM,  and  otherwiie  deviae  meani  Tar         LaKori. — Tbia  presbytery  met  on  (he 

gelling  ^da  for  these  enda.    A  sniall  de-  SOtli  Jaij — the  Rer.  John  M'Lnckie,  mo- 

puiaiien  i>aa  alao  appointed  to  wait  upon  deraior  pro   ten.      Hr   William   Bnisell, 

ihe   Home    Hisalon    Committee   ot  (he  student  in  dirinitj,  wis  present,  and  de- 

Chnich  to  brinit  the  cose  before  (hem,  aa  livered  a  homilr  on  Matthew  i.  SI,  which 

one  exceptionnl  in  its  character,  and  bav-  waa  nutained,   be  waa  exaaiineii  in  Latin, 

iDgatrong  claims  upon  ihatn.    A  coramit-  Greek,  Hebrew,  Theoloji;,  Biblical  Criti' 

\a  was  appointed  to  hear  Hr  Biiillie'B  cism,  and  Church  Hiatorf.    Mr  Lawrie, 

trisl  diseoursei  on  (he  third  Taesdny  of  Mudeat  in  divinity  of  the  aecond  ;«ar, 

AognEt,  and  the  ordination  was  fixed  to  was    examined    in    Hebrew,    Theology, 

UU  place  on  Wednesday  after  the  second  Henneneatics,  and  Charch  Histaiy.    All 

SibhMh  in  September.    Dr  Peddle,  in  the  these  examinations  were  sustained,  and 

ibsenee  of  Dr  Tbomaon,  laid  on  the  table  it  was  agreed  to  certify  both  students  to 

lb  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  the   Frofesiora    of   Theolopy,   that  the/ 

dnv  up  a  series  of  regulalions  for  the  may  attend  next  session  of  the  Hall.   The 

faidance  of  members  of  presbytery  during  next  meeting  of  presbytery  was  appointed 

ibe  first  week  of  October,  wliivh  had  been  to  be  held  in  the  usual  place  on  Tuesday, 

K[  apart  bjthe  Synod  as  a  week  of  special  the  8th  of  October,  when  the  court  will 

prayer  OTer  the  whole  Ciiurch.     It  was  consider  parclcularty  the  best  means  of 

^reed  that  the  report  ehoald  lie  on  the  promoting  a  reviial  of  religion  in  the  con- 

uble  till  next  meeting.    The  presbytery  gregations  connected  with  the  preabytery, 

Iben  adjourned  till  Tui:sday,  3d  Sept.  Mr  Barrie  was  appointed  To  give  an  ad- 

KirlcaJdg.  —  This    presbytery    met    at  dress  suitable  to  the  occasion,  which  will 

lersDOD the 30th Jaly,BndwBs constituted  be  followed  bya  conversation  on  the  same 

bj  the  moderator,  the  Rev.  W.  Johnston,  subject.    It  is  earnestly  requested  that  all 

Hinitea  of  last  meetinf;  having  been  read  the  members  be  present, 
isd  approved  of,  the  Kev,  Alext  Wallace,         Lraeathire.  —  This    presbjteiT  met  at 

tllesled  commissioner  from  Ihe  Presbytery  Grange  Boad,  Birkenhead,   on  Tnesda)', 

of  Ois^ow,    along  with  Hassrs  Joseph  30th  July — the  Rev.  David  Sim,  moderatof 

Horriion  and  James   Haehura,  attested  pro  ttm.     The  Rev.  M.  Dickie  of  Bristol 

taiDmiasionera  from  the  congregation  of  Wing  presetit,  was  invited  to  corresfotid. 

a .',  pim^  Glasgow,  appeared   and  It  wai  reported  that  the  Rev.  P.  Skinner- 
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a  call  addressed  nnani-  had  assisted  at  the  communion  at  Bradford 

iDily  by  ibat  congregation  to  the  Rev.  on  the  second  Sabhath  of  July,  according 

nillism  R.  Thomson,  Betbelfield,  Eirk-  (o   appointment,  and  that,   as  Ur   Sim'l 

caldy,  and  relative  documents.    The  call  health  is  now  happily  restored,  no  further 

and  reasons  for  translation  were  read,  and  assistance  was  required  from  the  presby- 

liie  moderator,  the  Kev.  W.  Johnston,  was  tetj.      The  clerk  reported   that  he   bad 

tppointed  lo  preach  at  BethelReld  on  Sab-  made  no  artangemenu  for  supplying  the 

wk  first,   to  intimate   the   proceedings  pnlpit  at  Ramsey  in  Anffuit  or  September, 

vliidi  have  now  taken  place,  and  to  cite  as  Mr  M'Owan  had  intimated  that  he  did 

■be  congregation  of  Bethelfield  to  sppear  not  intend  to  leave  Ramsey  during  those 

It  next  meeting  for  their  interests.    There  months.     It  was   reported  that  the  new 

"Ulsidon  the  table  a  schedule  of  queries  buildings  at  Burton-upon- Trent  would  be 

*i^  answers  thereto  by  the  congregation  opened  for  public  worship  on  the  llrst  Sab- 

of  Dnbbieaide,  having  reference  !>>  supple-  bath  of  August;  and  that  the  friends  there, 

mni  in  aid  of  stipend ;  and  the  clerk  was  having  made  arrangements  for  the  supply 

■ulborized  lo  transmit  the  same  to  the  of  the  pulpit  till  (be  end  of  September, 

Hams  Board  as  approved  of  by  the  prei-  nisbed  the  ministers  of  the  presbvtery  to 

lijiery.   A  petition  was  received  from  the  supply  after  that  date,  aa  they  might  find 

cosfp^gation  of  Bnbbieside  requesting  the  it  convenient.    Appointed  the  Rev.  W.  G. 

prasbytely  to  appoint  one  of  their  number  Froser  of  Sutton  to  snppl;  at  Burton  on 

to  preside  in  tbe  moderation  ofa  call  by  the  first  two  Sabbaths  of  October.    The 

that  congregstlou.   The  presbytery  agreed  Rev.  Alexander  Leslie,  having  stated  that 

that  Ihe  petition  should  in  the  meantime  he  bad  no  adequate  sphere  of  usefulness 

lie  eu  ihe  table.     Several  communications  in  his  present  position,  laid  on  the  table 

vere  read  from  the  congregation  of  King-  hia  demisaion  of  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 

lioni,  explanatory  of  their  slate  and  cir-  congregation  at  Tunley  ;  and  the  presbytery 

cumttauces,  and  suggesting  the  import-  appointed   Mr   Robert    Shorthons,   elder, 

■Tice  of  their  having  a  presrher  for  some  and  tbe  Rev.  R.  S.  Scott,  a  committee  to 

UrDelecated  among  them.   The  presbytery  meet  with  Mr  Leslie,  lo  inquire  into  the 

illreed  that  such   a  location   should  be  state  of  the  congregation  and  the  property 

*^led  at  the  close  of  the  current  quwcei  at  Tnule;,  and  to  report  to  next  meeting 
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brtibren  I  haveatall  timeaeiteemed;  but 
ibe  expression  of  ;nur  tender  Bjmpath;  in 

ibc  MBgon  of  my  Btfiiction  hai  been  doublj 
j  dcu  to  me.  Be  pleased  then  to  accept 
of  my  heartfell  acknowledgments."  Mr 
James  Muir  was  appointed  nioderator  of 
presbytery  for  the  ensuing  year.  Neil 
aming  to  be  held  on  September  3. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Melbonrno  Presby- 
\ay  of  the  Presbjlerian  Church  of  Vic- 
una, held  on  the  SOth  June,  unanimous 
allj  from  Union  Church  congreRotion, 
Cnnon  Street,  Melbourne,  and  thecoDare- 
eiUon  at  Brighton,  iddreised  to  the  Bev. 
Aleimder  D.  Kininmont,  were  laatained. 
Mr  Eininmont  intitnnled  his  acceptance  of 
ibe  call  from  Union  Church  congregation, 
mi  his  inductioa  was  fised  to  take  place 
"D  IM-Jnly. 


Yitholni. —  Mr  Ebeneier  K  Whjte,  c 
luned,  Itth  Aogust,  u  eolleague  ai 
WTOHor  to  the  Rev.  Walter  Hame— t 
En.  tlesBrs  Poison,  Cranston,  Cairns,  ai 
Jmie  officiating. 


Hiutlburffh,  UilBiill.—'Ihe  Hbt.  George 
Birlui  (forinerly  of  Aochternmcbty),  in- 
oucled  I8th  July— the  Hev.  Messrs  Par- 
Im:.  Tranent,  and  T.  M'Ewan,  Edinburgh, 
'fficiitiog. 


OFKNIKW  01" 

(Ji  the  Rth  August  the  annual  lessinn 
'•!  the  Divinity  Hall  was  opened  by 
a  leciore  from  the  Hev.  Dr  Harper. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  itudents 
Md  ministera  of  the  Church,  among  whom 
"ere— Professors  Eadia   and  M'Michael ; 

iDri  Taylor  and  Johnstone,  Glasgow  ;  Drs 
^eddie,  Smart,  and  Davidson,  Edinbur^lh; 
Dr  Brown,  Dalkeith,  and  other  members 
of  the  Edinburgh  Freabjterj,  which  ad- 
jonmed  to  hear  the  lecture;  Bev.  Messrs 
Roberlion,  Stow ;  Beckett,  Bntherglen, 
.  3faoilClerk;  Bonald8altcoat<;  Mathew- 
,  mh,  GalBton  ;  Young,  Newburgh  ;  Connell, 
i    Bo'nesB;  Hntton,  Linlithgow  ;  Johnstone, 

I       The  Hev.' Mr  Henderson  of  Paisley  hav- 
ing opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  Rev.  Dr  IIabpbb  proceeded  to  ad- 
irns  the  students.  He  commenced  by 
referring  lo  a  resnlntion  which  had  been 
PMsed  in  the  Synod  of  1855,  Calling  the 
KKDliou  of  the  theological  Frofeesors  to 
>^  neceuity  of  teacbing  the  stndeata  that 


the  training  ihej  received  in  the  DiTinitf 
Hall  was  not  merely  to  Bl  them  for  the 
work  of  the  Church  at  home,  bnt  also  for 
the  work  abroad.  In  the  business  of  thit 
Halt,  he  stated  Ihal  that  resolution  had  not 
been  overlooked,  alihough  ho  could  not 
affirm  that  the  subject  had  received  that 

importance  and  the  call  of  the  Church  to 
bring  it  under  the  notice  of  the  siadenis. 
This  acknowledgment  it  peculiarly  be- 
came him  to  make,  as  the  duly  fell  on  the 
Professors  in  one  of  the  departments  to 
which  he  belonged.  As  this  subject  called 
for  the  attention  of  theological  studouia, 
he  would  endeavour  now  to  give  effect  in  ■ 
more  expreKS  and  furmal  manner  than 
hitherto  to  this  expressiun  of  the  Church 
in  its  representative  capacity.  Beginning 
with  the  first  missionary  report  (as  re- 
corded by  Luke),  of  the  first  sixty-ihree 
years  of  the  Christian  era,  he  remarked 
that  in  it  he  assumed  as  an  unqnestionalile 
position  they  should  Hod  the  elements  of 
all  needful  instruction  for  the  missionary 
enterprise.  It  showed  that  all  missionary 
work  must  be  undertaken  on  Divine  de- 
pendence, looking  for  Ihe  blessinj;  of  tho 

a  neces9i[y  of  an  abiding  nnd  realizing  fail  h 
in  Christ  as  risen  and  gone  to  the  Father  j 
that  they  must  have  a  descent  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  gift  of  tongues,  not  as  that  had  been 
conferred  on  the  disciples  in  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  hut  as  it  wonid  now  be  obtained 
by  study  in  a  wsy  to  which  the  disciples 
'    ■  ).   The  Bible  was  now  primed 
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opened  up,  and  by  the  arts  and  geography 
they  were  as  well  acquainted  »ith  foreign 
parts  as  they  were  with  the  Highlands  in 
which  Gaelic  was  spoken.  Thete  oppor- 
tunities were  hut  the  primitive  gift  of 
tongues  in  another  shape  or  form.  He 
also  showed  from  the  saide  report  that  zeal 
and  liberality  were  the  source  of  pecuni- 
iry  supplies  lor  the  missiunary  enterpris" 


that  a 


>eof 


duty  lo  God  is  the  strength  of  the  ^ 
ary  character;  thnt  the  care  of  Providence 
in  making  reverses  and  afflictions  work 
together  for  the  advancement  of  this  cause 
is  a  lesson  that  meets  us  in  many  forms; 
and  thai  it  was  none  of  the  least  valuable 
lessons  which  the  said  portion  of  history 
supplied,  that  we  see  the  frailties  of 
brethren  and  differences  of  opinion  rule 
fbr  good.  The  rev.  doctor  concluded  an  ad- 


rable  h 
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which  b 


cd,  by  impress- 
ing on  the  students  tbe  great  importance 
of  the  mission  work.  The  first  chapter  of 
Church  history  being  of  the  nature  of  a 
missionary  report,  it  followed  tliat  ihe 
Gospel  was  in  its  eggence  a  missionary  in- 
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atitaiion,  and  thai  !t  «honld  bo  r^arded  Geo.  Robertion,  Geo.  Robaon,  Andrew  0. 

lij  tli«m  as  such.    Tlie  Gospel  beinggiven  UusbsII,  WilUnm  KoBsell,  John  KotbreB, 

to  ihem,  if  Dihei'B  were  to  receive  ii,  the;  Boben  Scott,  Frier  Staith,  Geo.  T.  BteTtn, 

100  iDuat  buva  it  sent,  and  the;  could  not  Dftvid  Thomaa,  Dand  Walker,  Hagh  WU- 

lorbear,   trithunc  givinj;  s    reason,   front  soil. 

comiag  forward  to  the  ChurchB  help  to  Fa-at  Fsor.  — David   Borland,   Georp 

•nH*  (nnia  r>iai]>  In  Tu>i-;i,h.  Boclianaii,  Alex.  Barr,  Francis  L.  Cardo^ 
Arch,  B.  Connell,  Darid  M.  Connor,  Jm. 
M.  Copland,  Thomaa  Dunlop,  Alex.  M. 
Dalrjmple,  David  Drysdale,  Henry  Flem- 
ing, Thos.  FinlavBon,  John  Gibson,  Datid 

Fif)A   rear.— Andrew  Alstfvn,   Eobert  J.  Henderwm,  John  D.  Harper,  Chariei 

Balgamie,  David  Bealt,  J.  L.  Bell,  Koberl  Jerdan,  William   Kerr,   Robert  LindssT, 

Bluck,  John  Blair,  Kobert  Dick  BrowDlee,  Jamea  Mather,  John  Mornsoa,  Wm.  L 

James  CbrieCie,   Charles  Cooper,  James  A.  Niven,  John   Fatenon,   John    Beid, 

Davidaon,  Thomas  Dobbie,  James  Don-  Joba  N.  Kuisell,  Robert  BuikII,  Pern 

S1aa,  Alexander  Duncan,   James  Lamb,  RntheTtbrd,  Alexander  Scott,  Wm.  Steett, 

.    L.    Louden,    Alexander    Macdonsld,  John  Siobbs,  Feter  Stewart,  James  Shaip, 

Alexander  Mair,  James  Martiu,  A.  Scott  Henrf  B.  D.  Straton,  W^viUa  Thooipsw. 

Matheson,  J.  A.  Murcaj,  James  Fitten>  

reigh,  Wm.  Richardaoii,  Andrew  Ritchie,  mtrmiBT 

William  Robb,  Thomas  Rob  on  Hon,  J.  M,  obiiuahi. 

Robs,  William   Sharp,  William  Simmers,  DtBD  at  tlie  United Frcsbjtei^an  Msnee, 

George   Simpson,   John   Smilb,    William  Hilngavie,  on  6tli  Angnst  ISet,  the  Her. 

Siniih,  John   Stewart,  D,  Thomas,  Wm,  Alexander  M'Naughtan,  eenior  miniiur 

B.   Thomson,  Thoe.   8.  Trench,  Thomas  of  the  eharch  there,  in  tb«  7&th  jear  of 

Wealhersione,  Adam  Welsh,  J.  B.  Whjte,  his  age  and  S3d  of  his  ministry.    The  W- 

Jofan  Yoang.  lowing  sketch  of  Mr  M'Nanzfataii'*  eba- 

Fourth   Year. — JamcB  Allison,  Charles  meter  we  extract  from  tba  ifonnng  J»r- 

Anderson,  Robt.  S,  Bruce,  Jag.  Buchanan,  nn^  newspaper  of  iOth  ult.:~ 

Robert  Campbell,  James  Davidson,  Alex.  "In  ths  iforniiig  Journal  of  WednndlJ 

W.    Donaldfon,   George    Douglas,  John  we  briefly  noticed  the  lamented  death  W 

Dudgeon,  John   M.   Dunlop,   Alexander  the  venerible  senior  pastor  of  ihe  Tliilwd 

Falconer,  R.  G.  Flett,  W.  K.  Frame,  John  Pmbytcrian   Chareh.      Mr  H'Haaghua 

Gilmour,  James  Gray,  Hugh  Hill,  James  was  born  at  Charter's  Hall,  St  Niniani,  in 

Holmes,    Matt.   Howieson,   G.   S.  Jack,  Match  1787.    His  father  and  grandfatber 

George  Main,  John  M'Intyre,  John  M'Neily  were  elden  of  the  Relief  Church  there 

Benjamin  Martin,  Guvin  Martin,  Feter  H.  He  was  educated  at  the  Glasgow  UoirH- 

Moodie,  William   Monsie,  James   Niven,  sity,  and  was  licensed  fo  preach  by  ihi 

Bobert  Orr,  Walter  Robens,  John  Sclater,  Relief  Presbytery  of  St  Ninians  in  Octobtr 

Ephraim  Smith,  Robert  Thomson,  James  lB0S,'V6ea  only  twenty-one  years  of  *^; 

Torry,  David  Tuwors,  Thomas  Wbitelaw,  and  was  ordained  in  Milngavie  on  the  STib 

Bobert  Wliyte.  of  July  1B09;  and  since  ihat  time— fiftj- 

Tkwd  year.— James  J.  Brown,  Walter  two  yean  ago — he  has  laboured  here  with 

Buchan,  James  H.  Cameron,  Bobert  Cars-  Ihe  greatest  tcceplanca  and  decided  !«■ 

laro,  George  Copland,  Wm.  Cnthbertson,  atti.   Shortly  after  his  settlement  in  Miln- 

Thomas  Davidson,  James  Deans,  Andrew  gavie,  he  organised  a  Sabbath  school,  the 

D.  Ducat,  George  DiiLhie,  Fergus  Fergu-  first  iDtiitution  of  the  kind  in  the  district; 

8on,BobertGibson,  Robert  Gray,  J.  Halley,  and  ba  it  rewembared  Sabbath  school) 

William  James,  J.   C.  Johnstone,  Matt  were  then  ral«  in  Scotland.    In  1813  1» 

Kianaird,  Thomaa   Kirk,  James  Lawrie,  took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of  > 

Bobert  Lyon,  Ksihaniel  M'Dougall,  J.  B.  'General  Bible  Society;'  end  an  assnci*- 

M'Intyre,  Hugh  M'Farlane,  John  M'Eer-  tion  for  missionary   purposes   soon  lac- 

row,  Robert  Miller,  John  M.  Mills,  James  ceedcd.  Forty-seven  years  a{[0,  he  formal 

Moffat,  Chas.  Naismilh,  James  S.  Niabet,  the  basts  of  acongregatioual  library,  whicb 

A.  B.   RoKerson,   James   Ronald,  David  still  exists.    In  IBIS  the  want  of  proper 

Webster,  W.  B.  Wilson.  school  accommodation  far  the  village  es- 

SeeondYear. — George  Blair,  Thoa,  Bonr-  gaged  his  atteolion,  and  his  efforts  wen 
hill,  Alexander  Cameron,  John  Dunlop,  soon  exemplified  in  tbe  erection  of  d)i 
Samuel  Edgerley,  Geo.  G.  Green,  William  'Public  Subscription  Sehoel;'  and,  eo 
Henderson,  Robt.  B.  Heron,  James  Hunter,  late  as  1852,  he  wi^d  off.  by  hisownae- 
William  Hunter,  James  Jeffrey,  John  aided  efforts,  upwarda  of  L.30  of  lemBinlsi; 
Laing,  Andrew  Mearns,  David  Macrse,  debt  on  the  building.  In  JS36  he  toek  s 
David  E.  Miller,  Geo.  Morrison,  Jas.  W.  leading  part  in  the  formatiiin  oF  mr 
Morrison,  Daniel  Fatorson,  John  Pollock,  Hechanict'  Institution,  its  early  efforts  cs- 
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gfoasing  much  oT  Uii  thoBght,  na  in  tbkt 
I  ud  succeeding  jiears  he  (delivered  taaiif 
;  rtiuble  lectures  in  coaaeclion  wiih  it. 
He  nana! J  espoaaed  the  cemperuice 
noTernent  wlien  in  its  infiini^;  andi  be- 
jond  doubt,  he  was  the  (mt  to  awalieii 
as;thing  like  pablic  interest  in  Ibit  cause 
in  this  neighbonrhood.  He  lost  no  oppor- 
Mnilf  in  public  or  in  priTnte  of  promoting 
lbs  cause;  albeit,  &t  times,  bis  leal  ontraa 
liii  discnlion.  In  polities  he  was  a  de- 
tided  Liberal,  and  his  views  of  all  public 
qnEBiions  were  of  the  most  'advanoad' 
iini.  He  readily  gave  bis  countenance 
ind  support  to  all  soaial  movements,  and 
liiisjd  was  never  solicited  in  vain  for  the 
idtaaceineiit  of  objects  of  Christian  beite- 
•olence.  As  a  pastor,  bo  endeared  him- 
•eif  10  all  bj  bis  hish  moral  worth,  deep 
piety,  eamestnesi  of  purpose,  and  nnflsg- 
mg  zeal  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  all 
all  duties.  DnHn;;  the  lapse  of  half  a 
etnlnry  many  aocial  changes  occurred, 
ciustng  him  .at  times  considerable  dii- 
qnietnde  and  anxiety,  far  these  will  find 
ibeir  way  into  ,the  rquietesi  life  in  this 
■orld;  but  he  ever  strove  tomsin'oin  'a 
cuiLKience  void  of  oSenca  towards  Qod 
md  towards  mas.'  He  was  the  humble, 
Earnest,  heavenly- tnrncled  minister,  whose 
uinlly  aspect  was  a  revelation  in  itself. 
The  crowning  trait  in  his  character  was 
,  lis  sympalhy  with  othera  end  his  coasider- 
slion  for  them.  His  hand  was  ever  ready 
tv  'deliver  the  poor  that  cried;'  and 
many  a  tinie  and  oti  '  the  blessing  of  him 
"bo  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  him, 
sod  he  caused  the  widow's  heart  to  sing  for 
I  Jof.'  Ih  the  inscrntabls  providence  of  (lod, 
I  lie  passed  throngh  many  seasons  of  sore 
Ili^  and  heavy  family  bereavements,  which 
left  deep  traces  on  bia  sensitiva  nature ; 
,  mil  doubtless  these  visitations  tended  to 
I  mature  his  tender  sympathy  for  the  sick 
and  iha  afflicted.  Verily  his  rewards  were 
'  by  the  beds  of  sickness  and  of  death.  His 
otrn  sanctiGed  experience  auabled  him  to 


connmniitnle  ito  the  weary  those  con«o)a- 
tioni  of  the  Gospel  which  had  snsiained 
and  coajruried  bis  own  soul.  He  imiCated 
the  example  of  Him  who  'went  abont 
doing  good.'  Ho  denominational  con- 
sideration ever  detained  this  'man  of 
God'  from  visiting  the  bedside  of  anr 
human  beinf;  who  desired  his  prayers  and 
sympathy.  Need  we  say  that  such  un- 
wearied and  uncircnm scribed  labours  of 
lore  for  sn  lengthened  a  period  won  for  him 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  classes  and 
sects  in  the  neighbourhood?  The  jubilee  of 
his  ministry  was  celebrated  on  the  27  th  day 
of  July  )6S9  wiih  much  joy;  the  people 
evincing  their  gralitudd  towards  him  in 
substantial  tokens  of  esteem  and  admira- 
tion of  his  willingness  to  spend  and  be 
spent    in    his   Master's    service.      As    a 

fireacher  he  never  atlained  to  great  popu- 
itrity.  His  utterance  was  the  reverse  of 
being  fluent;  and  there  was  an  entire 
absence  of  art  and  ele^snce  in  his  manner 
of  delivery.  His  sermons  displayed  a 
depth  and  freshness  of  thought,  a  Inmi- 
'  DDus  reasoning,  and  an  elegant  diction, 
which,  with  the  quiet  and  solemn  earnest- 
ness of  the  preaciier,  could  not  fail  toedify, 
oonvince,  and  draw  his  hearers  into  tb^ 
right  path.  The  faiih  he  preaobed,  and 
the  precepLs  and  maxims  he  uttered;  were 
thofc  he  practised  in  his  daily  consistent 
walk  and  upright  con  versa! ii>n.  In  prayer 
he  bad  a  particular  gift;  few  could  excel 
him  in  devotional  exercises.  His  reading 
was  varied  and  extensive,  and  bis  theolo- 
Qical  acquirements  were  of  a  high  Order; 
Ho  was  a  most  punctual  atlender  of  the 
Church  courts ;  ami  his  brethren  in  th« 
miuiiitry  regarded  him  as  a  father  in  Israel. 


On  the  18th  August,  a  n^w  elmrcfa  wad 
opened  by  the  Rev,  Dr  M'Farlane,  Glas- 
gow, when  about  L.50  was  collected  to- 
wards the  expense  of  bnilding. 


Binntlilii  EtttDfijint. 

CISTL  WAR  IN  AMERICA. 

Tee  long-eipected  oolliBioa,  on  a  -great  scale,  between  the  Federal  and  .fie  Oon- 
tederate  troops,  boa  token  place  ;  and  the  result  ia  humiliating  to  the  arrogance  of 
Uie  NortL  For  months,  the  people  of  Washington  had  been  ahusing  Pr«aident 
Lincoln,  and  all  hia  generals  and  offic^,  for  delaying  to  etriVe  the  blow  which 
ms  confidently  expected  to  annihilate  the  rebel  army,  and  to  show  the  world,  that 
"hea  Yankee  citizen-aoldiera  take  the  field,,  they  fight  with  a  bravery  and  a  fnry 
*Iuch  the  hireling  "red-coate"  of  old  Europe  never  eithibited.  The  mothee 
^"Mtrj  was  to  bow  her  head  in  ihonie  and  consciouB  insigniflcance,  when  witness- 
'H  the  achievements  of  the  Union  army  ;  she  could  no  longer  have  tbejtesiuance 
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to  apeak  even  of  ff aterioo !  Alaa !  for  the  blustering  boaeteis  1  The  Tictory  pre- 
dicted turns  ont  a  complete  defeat,  accompanied  with  a  flight  aa  ignominioua  m 
ever  took  place  amongst  the  Chinese,  when  hard  pressed  by  British  steel.  The 
enemy,  ignorant  of  the  advantage  that  had  dropped  into  hia  hands,  did  not  puisne 
the  fugitive  and  teiror-striclcen  thonsands,  who  abandoned  their  artiUery,  and  eaet 
away  their  arms,  and  everything  that  impeded  their  cowardly  race.  The  disgrace- 
ful affair  conveys  to  the  NorUi  a  much-needed  lesson  ;  and  it  will  figure  pro- 
minently on  the  page  of  history  as  a  permanent  correction  of  their  vaingloriooi 
tendencies. 

It  will  not,  however,  contribnte  to  the  tennipataon  of  the  nnnatural  war, 
for  the  pro-Union  States  are  more  resolute  than  ever  to  conquer  the  rebels,  and 
their  war-ardour  has  been  intensified  by  a  burning  sense  of  shame  and  indigDation 
over  their  unexpected  repulse.  They  will  go  on  with  hostilities,  let  the  cost  in 
blood  and  treasure  be  what  it  may.  It  is  not  improbable,  that,  ere  long.  President 
Lincoln  will  be  led  to  identify  the  cause  of  the  Union  with  the  abolition  of  slavery; 
and  this  would  almost  justify  and  sanctify  the  terrible  strife,  as  well  as  guaraut«c 
complete  victory.  Let  the  Northerns  meet  with  &  few  N^^ro  regiments  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Southern  array,  and  the  Government  would  forthwith  decide  upon 
Negro  emancipation.  Still,  after  the  triumphant  vindication  of  the  Union,  and 
when  the  terms  of  reconciliation  were  being  discussed,  would  the  defeated  Soutbemg 
ever  consent  to  mutual  amity,  unlesa  upon  the  condition,  that  their  dark  "  pro- 
perty "  and  "  chattels"  should  be  restored,  and  that  the  laws  of  the  Repubhc  should 
BfBJn  protect  them  in  their  rights  over  t^e  coloured  millions?  We  fear  that  , 
Negro  emancipation  would  not  survive  the  close  of  the  war,  and  tliat  slsvery — in  j 
its  full-blown  horrors — would  return  along  with  peace.  j 

We  have  often  been  asked  to  look  to  America  as  the  nohlest  stage  for  the  exhi- 
lutdou  of  all  the  blessed  peculiarities  of  Christianized  humanity.  Those  observen  ' 
who  preferred  to  look  to  Scotland,  were  told  that,  in  a  small  comer  like  Scotland, 
there  was  little  wonder  that  society  should  be  prominently  Christian  ;  but  that,  on 
a  vast  continent  like  America,  it  was  almost  miraculous  that  the  leaven  of  Christi- 
anity should  have  so  thoroughly  pervaded  the  population.  We  were  told  to  think 
of  the  American  Sabbath  as  bringing  with  it  repose  for  a  whole  wnrld.  Alas!  the 
disastrous  battle  to  which  we  referred  in  our  opening  remarks,  was  foui^t  on  tbs 
Sabbath  day !  Many  thousands  of  American  brethren  chose  to  spend  that  day  in 
savagely  shedding  each  other's  blood.  Yet  they  have  frequently  and  loudly  con- 
demned the  Parisian  method  of  keeping  the  Sabbath. 

THE  CONTINEHT. 

The  ominously  uneasy  condition  of  the  Continent  is  unchanged.  sAt  Warsaw  and 
dsewhere,  the  Poles  are  making  vain  demonstrations  of  disaffection.  These  are 
without  method  or  aim,  though  always  unanimous.  They  give  the  Czar  a  nen 
excuse  for  increaang  the  rigours  of  his  tyranny.  The  Hungarians  also  are  offering 
a  steady  resistance  to  Austrian  domination ;  but  their  hopes  ca  national  independence 
are  based  on  the  continuance  and  extension  of  the  It^Jian  struggle.  Mr  Koebnd 
asserts,  on  what  he  calls  undoubted  authority,  that,  by  an  express  treaty  betweei 
Ijouis  Napoleon  and  Victor  Emannuel,  the  latter  will  surrender  Sardinia  to  FranM,  I 
OS  soon  as  the  French  troops  shall  have  withdrawn  from  Borne.  What  has  hitherto, 
ia  Britain  not  less  than  in  Italy,  been  regarded  aa  highly  desirable,  will  now  ba  | 
rather  doubtfully  viewed,  if  not  deprecated,  by  many  of  our  countrymen.  Thej 
longed  for  the  overthrow  of  the  I^pal  tyranny  at  Rome,  and  that  they  know 
would  certwnly  follow  the  removal  of  its  French  protectors ;  but  when  told  thtt 
the  price  to  be  p«d  for  the  transaction  is  the  surrender  of  Sardinia  to  the  French 
EmperdV,  they  are  naturally  staggered.  (  That  s-irrender  will  lead  to  a  ruptuM 
between  France  and  our  country,  perhaps  to  a  war  on  such  a  scale  as  the  woriabu 
not  yet  witnessed.  Obviously,  Louis  Napoleon  hesitates  and  trembles  at  the  nw 
approach  of  the  realization  of  his  crafty  scheming.  He  is  slow  in  ordering  boae 
his  troops  from  Borne,  and  in  sizing  upon  Sardinia ;  and  he  may  wdl  think  tfficc 
before  [TDvoking  hostilities  with  Britain. 


HONTHLT  RBTBt^PECT. 


SOCIAL  SCIENCE  CONGRESS. 


I    The  annoal  meetlnf;  of  this  body  tool  place  last  month  in  Dnblin,  aod  has  been, 

perhaps,  the  most  siicceMful  one  yet  held.  The  proceedings  were  opened  by  aif 
ekbomte  and  chamcterisCically  diecuraive  oration  from  the  illustrious  president,  Lord 
Brougham,  whoee  inteDect  has  lost  none  of  its  former  strength  and  elasticity  nuder 
ttie  hurden  of  more  than  foimcore  labonous  yean,  though  we  undergtand  that  hia 
mice,  which  was  once  a  moKuiflceat  organ,  has  become  Doth  weak  and  indistinct, 
if  it  does  not  even  give  fortn  "  the  treUe  of  aecond  childhood."  It  is  long  since 
thii  vehement  politician  devoted  himself  almost  exclusively  to  philanthropic  en(«r- 
priae  in  various  departiuents,  though  the  public  were  slow  in  regarding  him  as  a 
itcoai  John  Howard.  It  is  delightful  to  see  him,  in  the  advanced  evening  of  life, 
mra  assiduous  and  eassr  than  ever  in  promoting  the  physical,  moral,  commercial, 
ind  Bocial  wellbeing  of  his  countrymen ;  and  our  satisfaction  would  be  completo, 
did  we  find  him  equally  interested  in  the  evangelistic  work  of  the  present  age.  The 
toae  in  which  he  occasionally  refers  to  religion — revealed  as  well  as  natural — is,  in- 
deed, far  more  earnest  and  reverent  than  at  former  periods,  when,  from  behind  the 
Edirtiurgh  Review,  he  shot  forth  witty  invective  at  everything  wearing  Christian 
cluiBcteristics.  It  is  melancholy  to  think,  that  intellectual  men  like  Brougham  and 
Jeffrey,  who  all  their  days  were  engaged,  botl  as  lawyers  and  masters  in  literature, 
b  letting  the  force  and  value  of  evidence,  appear  t^i  have  given  the  slip  to  Christi- 
uity  SB  a  system  of  facts  and  doctrines  claiming  universal  acceptance,  and  to  have 
Wt  no  curiosity  to  examine  the  internal  and  external  proofe  of  that  Divine  origin 
vlu'ch  it  broadly  asserts  for  itaelf .  This  indifference,  which  we  shall  only  call  appa- 
nal,  ifl  all  the  more  strange  in  Brougham,  who  takes  a  special  delight  in  dealine 
(iUi  all  the  principles  and  questions  (rf  Natural  Theology.  We  are  neither  entitled 
°or  qnali&ed  to  judge  concerning  any  man's  personal  faith ;  bnt  who  can  help  re- 
gretting what  Brougham,  with  all  his  wonderful  activity,  has  omitted  to  do,  when 
ve  coo^der  the  immense  good  of  which  he  was  capable  in  those  depart.ments  whicli 
)»  has  publicly  avoided  ?  On  the  side  of  evangehcal  truth  he  could,  humanly  speak- 
ing, have  far  surpassed  all  that  was  done  by  his  early  friend^the  noble-minded 
William  WUberforce.  StilL,  in  the  important  matter  which  we  thus  hint  at.  Lord 
firongham  is  neither  better  nor  worse  than  sever^  of  his  brilliant  contemporaries. 
Icrd  Macaulay,  whoee  literature  intermeddled  with  all  knowledge,  and  diacusaed 
ui  infinitude  of  questions,  never  once  in  public  interrogated  or  accepted  the  claiuu 
of  Christianity ;  and  there  is  not  a  word  of  his  to  indicate  what  he  thought  of  the 
religion  of  Jesus.  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  the  friend  of  both  those  great  thinkers, 
M  deferred  forming  on  opinion  upon  this  momentous  point  until  be  was  on  bis 
death-bed;  and  the  self-reproaching  earnestness  of  bis  last  moments,  when  be  laid 

I  bald  of  JesuB  Christ  as  the  true  and  Divine  Redeemer  of  the  world,  might  have 

I  "uned  his  famous  associates  agiunst  a  similar  procrastination. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Social  Science  Congress  have  attracted  greater  attention 
iWnghont  the  country  than  previously.  In  the  various  departments  practical  re- 
locma  were  discussed  in  an  admirably  practical  way.     On  the  Employment  of 

.  Women  question,  very  distinct  suggestious  were  made ;  'and  there  is  now  a  pros- 

I  P«ct  of  suitable  occupations  being  provided  for  those  of  the  gentler  sex  who  need 
to«am  a  livelihood.  ExcdIent  essays  and  speechea  were  forthcoming  on  the  diffi- 
tplt  question  of  the  Punishment  of  Cfrime.  iTie  closely-related  problem  of  Educa- 
tion was  ably  discussed,  thou^  great  contrariety  of  views  appeared.  Our  own 
Church  was  nobly  represented  by  the  Eev.  Henry  Renton  of  Kelso,  whose  address. 
tliDugh  poorly  reported  in  any  of  the  journals  which  we  have  as  yet  seen,  seems  to 
^Te  been  remarkably  telling,  if  we  may  judge  from  lie  "  loud  applause  "  whitji 
interrupted  him  at  the  close  of  almost  every  sentence.  Our  Church  is  rapidly  ac- 
quiring great  influence ;  indeed,  we  may  "  rejoice  with  trembling  "  at  the  obvious 
twt,  that  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  is  the  mMt  prosperous  and  growing 
denomination  in  Scotland.  But,  unfortunately,  upon  this  great  question  of  National 
Education,  she  has  little  or  no  influence;  nor  do  we  see  any  prospect  of  her  acquir- 
'^  it  before  that  question  is  finally  settled — and  settled,  probably,  in  defiance  or 
Tiomion  of  her  leading  pinciples  aod  viewi.    In  reference  to  the  Ljrd  Advocate's 
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Education  Bill  recently  paeeed,  she  poaseffied,  at  least  wielded,  no  more  inflnecM 
than  she  had  in  the  first  jear  of  tier  hiatorj,  vben  ehe  had  only  aboat  a  dozen 
miniBters.  There  are  eome  persons  who  believe  that,  in  order  to  acquire  .a  high  , 
standing  and  correaponding  influence  in  the  countrj  and  in  Parliament,  onr 
Church,  like  the  other  two  large  Preebyteriaa  bodies  in  this  country — the  Esta- 
blished and  the  Free  Churches — must  have  a  staff  of  leaders  who  shafi  figure  con- 
stsntly  and  prominently  in  all  debates  before  Ftesbyterieaa&nd  Synods,  and  wlio 
ahaU  be  ever  and  anon  runuiuK  up  to  London,  and  putting  Ukemselves  in  cloee  cw- 
'  respondence  with  the  Government  or  with  the  Opposition. 

DEATH  OP  MR  DOUGLAS  OF  CAyEfiS. 

Trult  "  a  prince  has  fallen  in  Israel,"  in.  the  ^eath  of  this  distinguished  writer 
and  zealous  disseminator  of  Christian  truth.  The  books  which  he  produced  sit 
pAinly  upon  important  religious  subjects  ;  and  these  are  invariably  treated  io  u  j 
original  and  masterly  way,  his  arguments  and  his  illuatrations  being  alike  just  mi 
felicitous,  and  conveyed  in  a  style  pure,  terse,  and  musical.  A  marked  comj^imed 
was  many  years  ago  paid  to  their  great  merits,  when  Archbishop  Whately  inseriad 
long  extracts  from  some  of  them  in  the  appendix  to  his  well-known  treatise  od 
"  I*gic."  We  question  if,  during  the  last  half  century,  there  has  been  a  Soot&h 
writer,  on  what  may  be  called  theology  proper,  at  all  equal  to  Mr  Douglas.  He 
.  was  out  of  his  line  when  he  contributed  a  bulky  volume  to  the  "  Fhiloeophy  of 
Hind."  In  addition  to  its  many  defects,  it  dealt  supercilioualv  irith  the  works, 
and  even  with  the  metaphysical  and  eeneral  abilities,  of  several  of  the  great  men 
who  had  preceded  him  in  the  same  high  sphere  of  study.  We  have  a  painful 
recoUection  of  the  unjustly  and  absurdly  contemptuous  tone  in  which  Dr  ThomsB 
Brown  was  always  spoken  of.  This  remarkable  man  was  treated  by  Mr  Douglas  as 
if  the  latter  had  been  a  tutor  dealing  with  some  over-ambitious,  conceited,  and 
saucy  lad.  The  book,  however,  attracted  lees  notice  among  students  of  philosophy 
ihsix  it  deserved.  We  wonder  greatly  that  there  has  never  been  a  cheap  and  uni- 
form edition  of  his  various  religious  treatises.  Theee  would  be  specially  valuable 
and  interesting  to  large  classes  of  our  intelligent  young  inen,  who,  we  fe^r,  have 
scarcely  ever  heard  of  them. 

This  eminent  layman,  though  a  profound  thinker  on  Christian  truth,  was  alto 
full  of  intense,  every-day  evangelical  action.  He  was  a  zealous,  and,  with  iat 
mosey,  a  most  liberal  aupporter  of  home  and  foreign  misBions,  and  he  was  alwsjs 
eager  to  encourage  revivals  in  the  various  churches.  He  was  a  noble  specimen  of 
the  Christian  squire.  He  inherited  the  bold  and  martial  qualities  of  IJie  "Bluet 
Douglas,"  and  athers  of  bis  famous  ancestors  ;  but,  unlike  them,  his  weapons  were 
not  carnal  but  spiritual,  and  he  fought  nobly  on  the  side  of  God,  truth,  and 
humanity.  In  form  and  bearing  he  might  have  passed  for  a  Scottish  knight  of  the 
olden  times  ;  his  nutsslTe  bead  seemed  to  be  made  for  a  helmet,  and  bis  Etalvort 
frame  for  a  steel  sheathing.  But  whenever  he  spoke,  the  tone  expressed  not  only 
modern  eivilisatlon  and  refinement,  but  also  Christian  compassion.  He  bad  no  ^t 
of  oratory  ;  a  high-pitched,  whistling,  and  monotonous  voice,  which  rendered  but 
indifferent  iustioe  to  his  remarks. 

Mr  Douglas  will  be  classed  along  with,  and,  in  some  points,  above,  the  HaUancs; 
and  that  is  a  most  enviable  distinction.  We  do  not  know  that  he  yielded  to  tliese 
Christian  laymen  for  the  ezteut  and  variety  of  his  evangelical  and  social  laboois, 
and  for  the  amount  of  hia  liberality  towards  missions  and  all  good  works ;  whili', 
unquestionably,  in  religious  authorship,  he  held  a  supreme  place. 

We  have  heard  that  Mr  Douglas  had  long  been  preparing  an  antobiogiapbf. 
Whenever  it  may  appear,  it  will  contrast  noiSy  with  the  two  similar  works  wlicli 
have  made  no  Uttle  stir  during  the  last  twelvemonth, — the  Memoirs  of  Dis  Cailjl' 
of  Inveresk  and  Somerville  of  Jedburgh ;  and  the  layman  will  pnt  the  cleriral 
couple  to  shame.  ; 

Printed  by  Mmutiv  and  Gibb,  North-East  Thistle  Street  Lane,  and  Pobiished  ^)' 
Wii.LtAU  OupiUHT  and  Co.,  7,  South  Bridge,  Edinburgh,  on  the  !d  of  ScDun^' 
1661. 


UNITED  PEESBTTEEIAN  MAGAZINE. 


OCTOBER     1861. 


^istellaatons  £Dmmnni  tut  inns. 

THE  WORLD  A\D  THE  SOUL;  A  SERMOK. 


Onit  Lord  never  concealed  from  those  wboni  He  called  upon  to  become  His 

frflovrers,  that  their  true  discipleahip  would  be  a  beftring  of  His  cross, — not 
only,  it  migbt  be,  through  a  course  where  worldly  delights  were  few,  and 
iroddly  plaguea  manj,  but  unto  the  isaue  of  a  (iruel  death.  This,  however, 
would  not  more  teat  their  love  to  Ilim  than  their  attention  to  their  own 
interests.  They  would  be  proved  to  be  as  wise  as  they  were  faithful ;  as 
prudent  as  they  were  heroic.  Did  they,  as  friends  of  the  Rejected  One, 
expose  themselves  to  poverty,  disgrace,  and  hatred  t     Commend  their  de- 

I  votedoess,  which  was  fanned  by  the  keen  breath  of  these  trials ;  but  with- 
hold not  your  approval  from  their  discrimination,  which  bade  them  cling 
to  Him  who,  on  becoming  the  Glorified  One,  should  bestow  eternal  riches, 
plane,  and  love,  on  the  companions  of  His  sufferings.  They  even  die  for 
llieir  Master, — and  all  honour  to  the  true  aifection  which  sealed  its  bond  in 

I  Ibeirown  blood  ;  but  will  you  overlook  or  alight  the  real  wisdom  that  chose 
the  death  of  the  body  rather  than  the  death  of  the  soul, — that  forfeited  a  few 
years  of  grief,  at  the  best,  to  lay  sure  hold  of  eternal  life,~that  welcomed 
the  grave  to  avoid  hell  t 

I      The  noble  sacrifice,  indeed,  is  not  neutralized  by  lis  being  unspeakable 

I  g^ia ;  and  whilst  we  make  no  bahincing  between  love  and  interest,  we  safely 
affirm  that  both  were  fully  satisfied.  "  Whoever,"  said  our  Lord  to  them, 
'■  wiieever  will  lose  his  life  for  My  sake,  the  same  shall  find  it :  For  what  is 
a  man  profited,  though  he  were  to  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own 
soult" 

Christianity  is  thus  not  only  a  question  of  firmest  obligation,  but  also  of 
moat  practical  self-interest.  It  is  no  less  profit  than  it  is  duty  ;  and  pressed 
upoQ  us  not  the  more  urgently  by  a  conscience  that  looks  to  the  right, 
than  by  our  natural  aspiring  after  the  happy.  Whilst  it  comes  with 
'Operative  eiaims,  and  binds  upon  us  an  eternal  covenant,  it  unfolds  a 
wheme  of  calculations  which  prove  that  the  highest  advantages  attach  to  its 
posseasion.     The  one  thing  needful  wraps  itself  round  in  no  mysterious 
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form,  and  moants  into  no  ethereal  character  ;  but  it  seems  the  living  answer, 
the  realized  embodiment,  of  our  strong  desires  for  personal  welfare.  Let  us 
receive  it  as  an  inheritance  for  enjoyment,  as  well  as  a  demand  for  service, 
esteeming  it  as  weighty  in  value  as  it  is  in  authority. 

Christianity  thus  speaks  loudly  to  na  from  the  results  attending  its  recep- 
tion or  rejection.  It  tells  of  an  interest  not  local  or  partial  in  our  bemg, 
not  temporary  or  limited  in  our  destiny.  It  balances  a  noble  gain  or  a  tre- 
mendous loss, — the  gain  or  loss  of  the  undying  soul  against  mere  ehadovB 
of  good  and  evil — the  gain  or  loss  of  this  vain  and  perishing  world, — and 
asks,  in  the  language  of  its  Author,  who  so  valued  the  soul,  as  that,  rather 
than  it  should  he  ruined,  paid  the  ransom  by  laying  down  His  own  life, 
"  What  shall  it  profit  a  man,  though  be  were  to  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
lose  his  own  souH"  ' 

In  the  alternative  that  man  is  here  supposed  to  take,  thei'e  is  not  the 
mere  folly  of  choosing  something  inferior  and  comparatively  worthless,  liut 
the  madness  of  preferring  what  has  in  it,  not  the  least  element  of  compen- 
sation, hut  is  all  in  all  a  pure  evil.  The  loss  is  of  everything ;  the  gain,  of 
nothing. 

What  is  the  result  of  a  fair  observation  upon  each  other's  pursuits  1  li 
it  not,  that  we  have  nothing  within  ua  that  is  valuable  or  at  all  worthy  of 
being  cherished,  cultivated,  and  protected  ;  but  that  all  that  is  desirable  is 
without  us,  and  to  he  sought  afler  and  attained?  We  seem  to  have  nothing 
in  ourselves,  if  we  may  judge  from  a  want  of  contentment  in  its  possession, 
and  of  anxiety  in  its  retention,  or  if  there  be  any  meaning  in  a  constant  and 
energetic  ambition  that  struggles  afler  what  is  external  and  distant.  It 
might  be  inferred  that  our  nature,  stricken  at  first  with  extreme  poverty  of 
what  is  great,  and  rendei-ed  worthless,  is  sent  to  search  and  fight  for  sonie- 
thing  of  value  around  it.  We  might  he  beggars,  that  must  earn  all  thntne 
ever  hope  to  possess ;  collapsing,  alas  !  into  original  emptiness,  when  we 
have  lost  earth's  gathered  bounty  or  reward.  The  greatest  moral  wonder 
is,  that,  gifted  with  a  soul,  the  most  valuable  of  all  treasures  for  any  creature, 
we  should  yet  act  as  if  we  were  poor,  and,  disregarding  this  noblest  inheril- 
ance  where  all  our  interests  lie,  should  strive  after  what  is  iusigniHcant  and 
perishing.  Did  we  but  know  the  nature,  and  comprehend  the  relations  and 
destiny  of  the  soul,  should  we  require  to  look  forth  or  abroad  for  sometbinf; 
grand  ?  Would  not  also  our  present  familiarity  with  ourselves  be  exchanged 
for  solemnity  and  respect.  Our  eyes  would  be  turned  inward  in  earnestness 
upon  the  soul }  and  ambition,  burning  with  larger  heart  of  fire,  and  wrestling 
with  a  firmer  arm  of  strength,  would  there  find  a  glorious  range. 

And  could  we  but  see  its  position  of  danger,  close  under  the  curse  of 
God  the  Just,  and  yet  within  reach  of  a  refuge,  being  in  sight  of  God  (be 
Justifier, — the  curse  breathing  around  its  blackness,  and  opening  its  vials; 
and  the  refuge  diffusing  its  light,  and  scattering  over  the  vastness  of  etemiV 
the  fragrance  of  Divine  peace  and  love, — with  what  energy  shouR  ^* 
employ  the  means  of  removing  it  from  the  wrath  to  come'  ffonld 
not  this  become  tho  grand  aim  of  life,  on  which,  to  concentrate  the  work  of 
every  faculty,  and  upon  which  to  open  and  widen  the  door  of  every 
opportunity  * 

In  one  sense,  we  practically  attach  some  value  to  the  sool,  by  seeking  to 
surround  it  with  what  will  conduce  to  its  pleasure,  and  to  banish  from  it 
whatever  would  occasion  pain.  What  efforts  do  we  make  to  furnish  grati- 
fication for  onr  susceptibilities !  what  precautions  do  we  take  to  keep  awaj 
grief !  and  what  remedies  we  employ  to  heal  a  sore  of  the  aoni !   I  migli' 
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I    and  elevation. 

I  I  ask  if  this  ia  not  the  aense  id  which  the  most  of  men,  perhaps  the  most 
of  us,  care  for  the  aoul  ?  Give  pleasant  society  to  our  sympathies,  loves, 
and  hopea ;  and  let  the  society  ie  never  dull,  absent,  or  dead  I  Touch  all 
oar  sensibilities  into  a  circulating  melody,  and  let  no  cross-hand  cause 
ibem  to  jar.  Fill  us  willi  earthly  knowledge,  and  make  us  masters  of  all 
sdencei  and  here  we  stop— our  prayers  are  ended  !  And  need  I  show  that 
ihis  is  a  low  as  well  as  a  narrow  sense  1  In  truth,  it  implies  not  a  care  of 
ihe  soul  at  all !  It  is  a  low  sense,  because  it  is  a  care  of  the  soul,  as  con- 
nected with  this  body ;  a  narrow  sense,  because  it  is  a  care  of  the  soul  as  con- 
nected with  this  life, — such  a  care  as  consults  temporary  or  accidental  states. 
It  is  not  concerned  with  the  soul's  higher  relations  or  longer  terms — God, 
and  eternity.  It  never  says,  Leave  off  your  busy  and  anxious  dealings  with 
Ihe  small  objects  that  are  around  you :  forsake  father,  mother,  and  wife, 

,  and  be  with  God,  with  whom  you  have  to  do !     It  never  says,  Come  forth 
from  the  fireside  of  your  frail  tabernacle  of  mortality,  where  you  crouch 
amid  dust  and  ashes ;  come  forth,  and  stand  under  the  open,  the  stariy,  and     ■ 
boundless  sky  of  eternity.     Such  a  care  of  the  soul  is  pitiful,  since  it  has  no 
reference  to  Ihe  soul's  destiny  or  salvation. 

1       L  We  have  here  the  choice  :  the  loss  of  the  soul,  the  gain  of  the  .world. 

!      11.  There  is  the  question,  as  to  the  profit. 

In  illustration  of  the  first,  let  us  ascertain  what  the  loss  of  the  soul  is. 
The  soul,  in  the  wide  empire  of  dissolution,  is  undying.     This  proposition, 
Ihe  conjecture  of  nature!,  is  the  axiom  of  revealed  religion.     Reason  sng- 
gests  that  though  the  soul's  life,  when  the  body  is  prepared  for  the  grave",  be 

.  inFisible,  it  may  be  real.  The  seen  limits  may  not  be  the  actual  termination. 
As,  at  a  first  view,  the  circle  of  the  natural  horizon  only  seems  to  span  a  few 
Selda  and  a  line  of  water,  and  we  cannot,  as  we  imagine,  pass  beyond  this 
Wundary,  though,  as  we  advance  over  tracks  of  land  and  ocean,  we  know 
tbat  that  boundary  has  long  been  left  behind  ;  so,  on  a  first  view,  the  grave 
u  the  goal  of  existence,  yet  may  existence  stretch  into  eternity,  unhurt  by 
death.  Reason  does  more,  and  not  only  forbids  us  to  rush  upon  the  con- 
clusion that  the  soul  is  perishing,  but  builds  strong  probabilities  that  the 
soul  is  immortal. 

I  _  Revelation  introduces  as  a  certainty,  that  the  soul  is  not  only  to  pass  the 
limits  of  time,  but  with  God  to  inherit  eternity.  The  soul  has  a  certain 
Mode  of  life  in  the  past,  by  means  of  history;  and  by  means  of  prophecy,  it 
might  have  the  same  mode  of  life  in  the  future.     But  this  is  not  its  proper 

I  iiD mortality,  for  its  life  will  be  real,  and  not  imaginary.     Attention  has  often 

[  lieen  called  to  the  sublimity  of  "  Let  light  he,  and  light  was ;"  I  would  turn 

I  jou  to  an  act  infinitely  nobler,  and  thus  nobly  described:  "And  God  breathed 
into  bis  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  and  man  became  a  living  soul." 

Here  is  man's  immortality  communicated:  God's  breath,  to  form  the  natural 
light  of  time,  gave  itself  forth  in  articulation,  and  was  the  voice,  "  Let  there 
be  light"  G-od's  breath,  to  kindle  the  unquenchable  and  spiritual  light  of 
the  soul,  simply  went  forth,  unmodified  by  medium,  into  man,  and  he  was 
immortal. 
Now,  I  remark,  that  the  loss  of  the  soul  is  not  the  loss  of  its  immortality. 
Eitinction  of  being  is  none  of  the  consequences  involved  in  any  course  of 
conducL  It  is  neither  the  native  result  nor  the  arbitrary  punishment  of 
Wickedness,  The  soul,  by  God's  decree,  is  immortal.  No  disregard  of  its 
interests,  no  long  famine  to  lis  quick  wants,  can  leave  it  to  die.     Forsaken, 
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it  still  lives  on.  Unc&red  for.  and  without  the  help  of  love,  it  will  straggle, 
all  alone  and  unbefriended,  through  the  desert  of  eternity.  Mo  poiBon  of 
SID,  though  received  in  floods,  can  ever  triumph  over  its  destruction.  The 
existence  of  the  soul  requires  no  cherishing,  fears  no  neglect  or  exposure, 
and  is  alive  in  eternal  death.  It  may  venture  anywhere,  however  unpro- 
tected ;  yes,  even  with  the  sweeping  vengeance  of  Omnipotence,  it  is  secure 
of  life.  The  Ancient  of  Days,  with  hand  of  annihilation,  will  write  over  it 
DO  epitaph — the  soul  hnth  been  I 

Does  the  sinner  now  breathe  more  freely,  feeling  some  alleviation  of  agonj 
at  the  thought  that  in  this  sense  he  has  not  lost  his  soul!  though  he  muat 
know  that  his  was  such  an  infatuated  love  of  evil  pleasures,  that  to. gain 
them  he  would  have  sacrificed,  had  that  been  possible,  his  very  immortality; 
nay,  he  must  he  persuaded  that  he  never  troubled  himself  about  the  extenl 
of  his  hazard  1  Does  he  take  comfort  in  the  truth,  that  he  has  not  rushed 
upon  annihilation  ?  Does  his  pride  exult  over  this  thought,  that  whatever 
punishment  may  do,  it  cannot  killl  Let  this  reflection  follow  :  this  veryim- 
mortality  dooms  him  to  a  pain  that  never  issues  in  insensibility,  to  a  misert 
that  knows  b6  sleeping  hour,  to  a  darkness  of  despair  that  can  never  veil 
and  wrap  itself  in  oblivion.  Oh,  will  it  be  a  triumph  or  a  gratifii'.atioii,  or 
anything  but  an  aggravation  of  wretchedness,  to  turn  from  the  worm  of  cor- 
ruption, that  crawls  in  the  grave,  with  the  knowledge  that  over  the  soul, 
whatever  it  may  have  over  the  body,  it  has  no  power,— the  soul  nol  being  of 
that  fsmily  of  dust,  calling  it  not  a  sister;  aud  yet  to  feel  the  undying  worm 
gnawing  with  a  wide  and  eager  rapacity  at  the  whole  nature? 

Even  though  the  lost  sinner  were  to  feel  the  natural  glory  of  his  immor- 
tality, what  a  fierce  stniggle  would  there  be,  between  his  pride  in  eternity, 
and  his  wish  for  annihilation  ] 

May  we  not,  however,  rather  suppose  that,  by  the  condemned,  immor- 
tality will  be  felt  as  an  unmixed  curse,  and  that  the  prayer,  presented  ss 
they  are  being  hurried  to  the  judgment,  "Rocks  and  mountains,  fall  on  ns, 
and  hide — hide  us,"  will,  with  far  greater  intensity,  as  they  are  driven  to 
their  fate  from  the  tribunal,  be  oSered  in  this  enlarged  meaning,  "Boeb 
and  mountains,  fall  on  us,  and  crush — crush  us ! "  The  loss  of  the  soul  does  ' 
not,  then,  imply  the  loss  of  immortality.     But  is  this  any  relief  T 

We  pursue  another  train  of  thought. 

The  soul  here  is  but  a  seed  of  what  it  will  be  hereafter.     Its  powers  are 
but  in  embryo,  and  this  life  is  the  first  stage  of  development,  with  nothing    : 
but  germs  and  indications.     The  next  stage  will  bring  a  vast  accession  of 
capacity  and  vigour.     Faculties,  now  too  small  for  the  most  microscopic 
view,  nod  the  subtlest  consciousness,  may  then  be  so  developed  as  to  be    i 
prominent  to  the  one  and  vivid  to  the  other;  while  those  faculties  no* 
known  will  be  greatly  expanded,  and  yet  made  keener  and  quicker.     Wiib 
eternity  as  their  lifetime,  they  will  not  he  so  unwieldy  as  to  be  slow;  but    | 
for  rate  as  well  as  space,  they  shall  work  longer. 

And  here  I  remark,  neither  does  the  loss  of  the  soul  imply  a  loss  ol  il* 
present  powers,  or  a  final  interruption  of  their  progress. 

Sin  must  weaken  capacity  in  some  important  degree,  and  a  mind  at  peace 
with  God  is  so  much  the  stronger.  Yet,  as  here,  we  see  men,  God's  open 
enemies,  displaying  noble  intellecla,  and  relishing  mental  exercises,  so  the 
finally  lost,  so  far  from  becoming  imbecile  or  stationary,  may  experience  in 
accession  to  their  faculties  almost  as  great  as  that  which  blesses  the  finally 
saved. 
The  sinner's  |pa?sionate  nature  will   be  more  susceptible   and  intense, 
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^t  shall  meet  with  no  relief  from  agony  in  exhaustion.  His  thinking 
nature  will  be  more  daring,  jet  also  more  certain;  wider,  and  yet  more 
accurate.  Hia  moral  nature  will  have  become  finer,  the  balance  of  right 
and  wrong  being  adjusted  by  the  most  delicate  standtird. 

Dues  that  einner  feel  relief  in  the  thought,  that,  however  lie  may  love  his 

Eoul,  he  has  not  lost  his  present,  or  prevented  the  growth  of  his  future 

faculties  T  Oh,  no  ;  for  as  he  would  not  desire  immortality,  extension  of  being, 

so  neither  would  he  wish  for  expansion  of  soul!     As  he  would  not  long 

fur  endless  space,  neither  would  he  for  boundless  means  of  being  miserable. 

His  passionate  nature,  with  all  its  multiplied  powers  of  grief,  penitence, 

anger,  hatred,  love,  will  be  awfully  affected  by  its  eternal  doom.      Hia 

ibiaking  nature,  bo  longer  under  the  fascination  of  the  world,  will  see  fully 

Ihe  value  of  objects,  and  will  estimate  truly  the  loss  sustained.     His  moral 

Duture  will  tell  what  he  should  have  done  on  earth,  yet  did  not;  what  in 

hell  he  should  yet  do,  hut  does  not.     Memory  will  he  strengthened.     With 

.   all  its  numberless  events  to  inscribe  on  memory,  eternity  will  not  darken 

;   or  confuse  the  legibility  of  ttie  dread  handwriting ! 

Blessed  to  the  sinner  would  be  the  era  when  memory  grows  dim,  his 
passionate  nature  insensible,  his  moral  heavier,  his  thinliing  slower;  but 
;   ihat  era,  throughout  the  host  of  ages,  will  never  come  ! 

So  that  the  loss  here  spoken  of  is  not  a  loss  of  the  sofll's  powers. 

i      To  change  our  thoughts.     The  lost  sinner  is  not  struck  off  from  the  lists 

of  God's  subjects,  and  he  finds  himself  always  surrounded  by  obligations  to 

obedience.     Until  the  relations  between  Ood  and  man  have  been  destroyed 

;    bj  the  annihilation  of  man,  the  grounds  of  moral  obligation  cannot  be 

■    lessened  or  changed.     Responsibility  to  God  is  eternal.     When  time  is  no 

I   more,  when  he  finds  himself  in  the  place  of  punishment,  the  law  will  leave 

i  il9  throne  on  Sinai,  and  settle  amid  more  horrid  darkneiis,  deeper  smoke, 

I   deadlier  lightnings,  and  a  louder  trumpet  in  hell !     There  the  tables,  no 

longer  of  stone,  but  of  materials  more  tender,  yet  more  enduring,  will  be  set 

I   up,  and  perfect  obedience  required  from  the  infernal  crowd.    The  command, 

I  Obey  and  love  thy  God,  will  come  in  all  its  supremacy  to  Satan ;  and 

I   amid  his  agonies,  that  will  not  be  the  least  which  arises  from  the  law  say- 

'  ing,  Give,  give,  give  subjection  ! 

So  that  the  loss  of  the  soul  is  not  the  loss  of  responsibility. 

It  only  remains  for  us  to  say,  in  a  word,  that  the  loss  of  the  soul  implies 

that  it  is  not  redeemed  from  the  condemnation  of  sin,  and  blessed  with 

pardon  and  acceptance;  that,  therefore,  tfie  Divine  power,  which  sanctifies 

and  glorifies,  is  for  ever  forfeited,  and  that  the  soul,  still  guilty  and  still 

cursed,  still  sinning,  and  therefore  still  drawing  down  a  new  and  heavier 

I   curse,  is  given  over  to  everlasting  punishmenti     Inconceivably  dread  loss  ! 

I      It  is  of  the  nature  of  all  other  losses,  that  as  time  advances,  if  yet  felt  and 

Elill  remembered,  it  is  with  less  of  bitterness.     Soon  is  the  fountain  of  tears, 

tliit  rises  close  by  the  grave  of  our  dearest  friend,  dried  up.     The  blank  in 

the  family  circle  is  soon  unnoticed.     Ere  the  fresh  green  mound  has  sunk 

w  ihe  level  of  its  neighbours  in  the  churchyard,  the  memory  of  him  who 

lies  under  it  has  come  down  to  an  undeserved  surface  in  our  mind.     The 

nan  who  would  sympathize  with  us  in  the  lamentations  for  the  dead — who 

would  shed  his  tears  along  with  ours — must  not  lose  much  time.     He  must 

make  haste  and  come  quickly, — he  must  appear  on  the  firat  day  or  so; 

otherwise  he  is  too  late, — he  will  find  us  glad  and  cheerful,  wondering,  in 

very  trath,  at  his  sombre  countenance  and  serious  manner! 

Time  makes  ua  insensible  to  grievous  calamities ;  and  the  spirit  that  is 
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prostrated  and  almost  broken  t 
shortly  regains  its  apring  of  heall 
fearful  losa  as  it  is.  and  will  be  I 
still  more  fearful,  as  ages  pass. 
because  it  will  be  still  falling — si 
of  age  grow  over  the  ruins.  ^ 
utter  nothingness. 

Language  utterly  fails,  and  im 
conceive  of  the  soul's  loss :  and, 
— an  experience  which,  howerei 
case,  and  ivhose  lessons  would  pi 
never  be  in  our  power,  and  a  bel 
be  presented  to  our  better  means 

Having  spoken  of  the  Joss  of  t 
the  world.     What  ia  a  man  pr 

The  question  here  is  broadly  st 
startled  by  the  concessions.  Y 
was  put  by  an  enthusiastic  folio 
its  enchantments. 

The  world's  advantages,  so  fa 
given  in  the  roundest  possible  su 
Not  a  hint  escapes  as  to  tbeir  eh 
Not  a  faded  blossom,  not  a  witl 
uncomfortable  moral  of  "  all  is 
pronounced  over  the  delusive  sci 
There  is  not  even  a  statement  m 
bility  for  most,  of  attaining  a 
There  is  no  reminding  us  of  the 
no  whispering  about  eager  hopi 
and  ashamed.     The  bitter  secret 

We  bear  not  of  careworn  faces 
of  expectation,  and  then  pale  ^ 
hearts  in  the  mad  struggle  after 
feelings  of  human  nature  being 
wished-for  object,  and  hardened 
being  unsoothed  by  the  pride  ( 
being  added  to  the  shame  of  grei 
blood,  that  they  might  securely  : 
the  prize  has  escaped  them — the 

On  the  contrary,  strict  silenct 
of  the  world's  aspirants,  and  upt 
security  in  the  world's  posaessior 
all  the  world,  including  sole  p 
rich  vintage  of  time  pressed  into 
votaries  of  this  world  cannot  chs 
complain  that  their  choice  lias  bi 
for  the  whole  world — the  whol 
which,  to  possess,  none  could  ever 
without  the  substraction  of  an  al 

Now,  what  does  experience  t 
well  spoken  of,  ask  the  child's  ( 
ravishing  dream.     Never  ventui 
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hand  upon  the  truthful  prorerbs  of  life ;  and,  least  of  all,  consult  one  whb 
made  the  world  his  choice,  and  tried  all  its  reaourcea  under  the  rare  per- 
mission of  fortune  when  in  her  easiest  temper;  for  Solomon,  the  powerful, 
tbe  wealthy,  tlue  gay,  the  wise,  the  far-famed,  will  condemn  more  un- 
sparingly its  utter  emptiness,  than  the  beggar — poor  wretch — who  has  tasted 
all  its  poverty  and  distress,  borne  all  ita  hard  blows  and  buffetings,  and  been 
clothed  in  all  its  shame. 

Wbat  doea  experience  say  ?  The  whole  world  is  open  to  none.  Small 
13  the  portion  of  it  which  a  long  life's  long  e£Fort  can  secure,  and  never 
secure  in  the  sense  of  retaining,  and  never  retaining  in  the  sense  of  enjoy- 
ing, and  never  enjoying  in  the  sense  of  being  satisfied,  and  never  being  satis- 
Sed  in  the  sense  of  being  secure.  Fearful  drawbacks  these !  Enthusiasm 
and  energy,  wisdom  and  eraft,  have  been  baffled  or'deceived.  CovetouBness, 
liowever  much  it  may  overthrow  neighbours'  landmarks,  and  trespass  upon 
foreign  interests  and  claims,  however  beavy  the  rate  of  unjnst  tithe  it  may 
secretly  lay  on  others  for  pleasure,  can  never  have  its  burning  thirst  allayed, 
even  out  of  the  floods  of  enjoyment  which  its  large  and  eager  hands  raise 
lo  its  lips. 

Even  moderate  ambition,  with  its  scale  of  degree  to  apply  to  everything 
the  proper  restraint,  to  fix  accurately  the  enough  in  all  it  would  use,  has 
not  discovered  anything  of  happiness,  or  experienced  aught  of  satisfaction 
in  worldly  possessions. 

All  that  is  earthly  perishes,  or  loses  its  freshness.  What  is  all  worthy  to 
liira  who  possesses  not,  is  worthless  to  him  who  possesses ;  and  the  antici- 
piLtion  of  the  aspirant,  with  all  its  painful  doubts  and  its  torturing  suspense, 
is  greater  happiness,  frequently,  than  the  actual  realiza^on  of  the  man  who 
liiLs  attained,  simply  because  no  attainment  is  ever  a  complete  realization  of 
■what  was  passed. 

Riches,  power,  fame,  pleasure,  what  are  they?  Are  they  not  uncertain; 
«luding  the  grasp,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  most?  In  spite  of  unrelaxed 
exertion,  they  remain,  save  to  a  few  of  our  race,  in  the  distance,  altogether 
separated  from  the  lot  of  the  multitude. 

And,  when  ibey  are  attained,  does  tbe  possessot  commence  the  com- 
placent soliloquy,  "Soul,  thou  mayest  now  take  thine  ease?"  Is  the  prize 
latiafying  ?  Ho,  it  is  essentially  insufficient,  even  to  gratify  the  perverted 
taste  which  coveted  it ;  much  less  can  it  administer  real  and  lasting  delight 
to  an  earnest  nature  thirsting  afVer  pui-e  streams  of  pleasure. 

In  spite  of  the  re-decking  what  was  faded,  and  the  renewing  what  was 
worn,  and  the  supplying  of  fresh  and  sparkling  novelty,  and  the  acquiring 
larger  and  larger  grants  of  fortune,  even  when  the  most  studied  variation 
destroys  monotony,  and  each  hour  furnishes  something  unknown  before,  all 
'3  felt  to  be  weariness,  vanity,  mockery ;  and  if  there  be  the  luxury,  there  is 
also  the  unsubtautiality  of  a  dream. 

And- even  though  riohes,  power,  fame,  and  pleasure  were  both  easy  of 
attainment  and  satisfying  in  possession,  they  are  transient — now  gained,  and 
then  lost.  Or,  if  they  should  continue,  their  possessor  is  called  away : 
"ho  can  tell  how  suddenly  *  all  can  tell  how  completely  and  beyond  return  ! 
He  may  not,  for  the  sake  of  Christ  and  the  welfare  of  his  own  soul,  have 
forsaken  father,  mother,  wife,  houses  and  lands.  All  these,  however,  without 
even  retaining  the  staff  and  the  scrip  allotted  to  disciples,  he  must  relinquish. 
Naked  he  came,  naked  be  must  go  I  He  can  carry  nothing  hence — nothing, 
though  his  whole  heart  and  life  were  concentrated  in  hope  and  love  upon  it. 
Farewell,  sweetest  friendships,  to  him  j  constant  though  ye  be,  ye  are  nothing. 
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Adieu  to  the  fame  be  loved ;  wider  may  it  spread  and  grow,  until  it  has  Ike 
harvest  of  tlie  world's  golden  opinions :  he  is  insensible  to  all,  and  leaps 
nothing.     All  grosser  pleasures  he  has  lett  for  ever. 

These  statements  are  plain  facts,  free  Irom  exaggeration ;  and  jet,  were 
they  false,  conld  the  whole  world  be  gained,  could  it  give  real  enjoyment 
and  he  stablished  beyond  change,  could  it  be  allowed  to  follow  the  destiny  d 
its  master  (say  rather,  its  slave),  and  descend  with  him,  undiminished,  into 
the  next  world,  if  he  have  lost  his  soul,  what  is  he  profited  t 

Ailer  these  statements  comes  the  question  as  to  the  profit.  Need  I  pul 
it,  since  we  are  shut  up  to  one  view? 

What  is  a  man  profited,  though  he  were  to  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
lose  his  soul  ?  Profit !  We  must  stoop  from  that  high  ground.  Com- 
pensation !  We  must  even  quit  that  lower  stage ;  and,  in  descending  to 
other  halting  places,  we  there  find  that  the  question  is  not  to  be  entertained 
for  a  moment.  There  is  no  profit,  there  is  no  compenfiation.  There  is 
nothing,  literally  nothing,  save  loss — infinite  and  eternal  loss  ! 

The  demand,  then,  fur  some  good  to  show  as  an  exchange  for  the  ruin  of 
the  soul,  cannot  be  met;  and  the  inteiTogation,  What  profit?  is  unanswerable. 

This  interrogation  will  he  the  engine  of  torture  which  the  conscience 
throughout  eternity  will  employ  against  the  condemned  sinner. 

Allow  me,  with  the  co-operation  of  your  own  convictions,  to  maie  ihe 
solemn  truths  now  brought  forward  bear  upon  your  resolutions. 

And,  first,  that  your  decision  for  the  right,  in  this  important  choice,  may 
be  instant,  I  remind  you  of  the  shortness  of  the  time  that  may  be  allotted. 

And  why  should  any  speak  of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  since  the  grave 
with  open  mouth,  all  day  long,  proclaims  that  "all  flesh  is  grass)"  nnd 
solemnly  illustrates  its  one  unchanging  text,  now  from  the  youthful  {»ce 
of  beauty,  veiled  and  shrouded  for  ever,  then  from  the  stern  featui'es  of 
the  brave  and  the  wise ;  now  from  the — but  vain  is  the  attempt  to  give  the 
variety  of  the  grave's  illustrations :  and  will  they  be  disregarded  by  you  i 
Delay  not,  then,  the  soul's  salvation  another  day,  since  you  know  not  what 
to-moiTOw  may  bring  forth. 

The  gain  of  the  whole  world,  or  even  the  retaining  of  the  smallest  por- 
tion thereof,  is  not  in  your  power.  The  lo^s  of  the  soul,  of  the  whole  eoal, 
of  the  whole  soul  for  ever,  is  in  your  hands,  and  no  effort  is  required  to 
throw  it  away.  A  formal  act  of  will  ia  not  necessary.  You  are  not 
brought  to  the  trial  of  signing  your  bond  of  destruction.  The  world,  when 
you  become  its  slave,  demands  no  palpable  renunciation,  no  open  surrender 
of  your  soul.  Continue  careless  about  a  preparation  for  eternity,  or  just 
feel  a  momentary  pressure  of  seriousness  and  anxiety,  so  that  your  subse- 
quent repose  shall  be  the  more  delightful  and  unbroken.  Out  ofyourBpflihy 
concerning  precious  redemption,  never  be  aroused,  save  therein  to  relapse 
more  drowsily  and  hopelessly  under  a  heavier  covering  of  false  securi^i 
when  word  on  word  of  warning,  so  accustomed  will  yon  become  to  the 
noise,  shall  only  lull  you  sounder  asleep  ;  and  you  will  only  be  disturbed  b^ 
the  dead  silence  in  which  there  is  not  a  whisper  of  mercy,  or  a  loud  c>y 
of  rebuke  addressed  to  you,  for  that  night  hath  come  when,  if  there  is  no 
work,  there  is  also  no  slumber  I  Let  opportunity  on  opportunity,  fsii' 
Sabbath  on  fair  Sabbath,  loud  call  on  loud  call  of  Providence  address  ibem- 
selves  to  you,  to  lay  hold  of  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  form  of  saving  truth, 
and  you  hear  not,  you  comply  not,  and  the  loss  of  your  soul  will  be  certain ; 
us  touch  beyond  recovery  as  it  is  above  compensation.  The  loss  of  the  senl 
is  DO  difficult  achievement. 
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Will  yoa  not,  on  the  other  hand,  mHlce  an  earnest  effort  for  its  SHlvHtion  T 
It  is,  indeed,  by  given  grace  alone  that  you  can  be  led  to  the  Saviour  ;  but, 
oh!  Ood's  truth  as  this  is,  do  you  not  feel  that  you  are  verily  guilty,  in  not 
going  to  the  Savioar  of  the  ruined  Boul  f 

Id  making  the  preservation  of  the  soul  the  great  and  never  to  be  forgotten 
aim  of  your  life,  tell  me,  are  you  foolishly  engaged  !  1  would  not  prove 
ihe  grandeur,  the  interest,  or  the  indispensableness  of  your  one  work,  by 
bringing  before  you  the  inherent  greatness  and  the  inlodged  immortality  of 
jour  soul.  I  vrould  not  bid  you  contrast  with  these  the  essential  littleness 
and  the  perishing  nature  of  whatever  you  may  choose  in  the  world,  and  ask 
if  you  would  strive  for  the  small  and  the  dying,  and  neglect  the  noble  and 
tie  eternal  1  One  consideration  I  would  especially  urge,  to  throw  around 
jour  care  of  the  soul  the  deepest  sacredness.  Jesus  came  into  the  world  [ 
and  was  it  with  the  design,' as  a  man,  of  gaining  that  world?  He  is  born 
poor  and  low  ;  but  might  not  this  be,  that,  struggling  from  such  obscurity 
up  to  the  highest  eminence,  His  fame  might  be  the  brighter  and  the  wider  t 
I  We  shrink  from  such  a  mission  as  unworthy  of  Jesus  of  Nazarelh,  and  yet 
ia  not  the  most  of  us  make  it  oursl  The  prince  of  this  world  hears  Him 
lo  a  high  mountain,  and  shows  Him  kingdoms,  and  the  glory  thereof,  with 
the  words  that  would  have  been  so  sweet  to  the  carnal-minded — they  shall 
all  be  Thine,  if  Thou  cast  Thyself  down.  But,  from  the  lolly  throne  of 
eternity,  Jesua  had  been  shown  by  His  Father  a  nobler  kingdom,  and  a 
crown  of  greater  glory — the  kingdom  of  sanctified  souls,  and  the  diadem  of 
their  Saviour — if,  from  the  majesty  of  His  divinity,  and  the  throne  of  His 
power,  he  should  cast  Himself  down  to  the  dust  of  weak  and  suffering 
humanity,  to  the  manger  and  the  cross,  and  to  the  very  stones  of  the  tomb. 
He  agreed:  He  came  to  save  to  the  last  soul — to  remove  the  condem- 
nation from  it — to  destroy  its  evil  and  its  hell.  Would  you  then  deem  it  a 
reproach  to  be  a  co-worker  with  God's  own  Son — not  a  co-worker  in  the 
sense  of  making  merit,  or  of  satisfying  justice — for  in  these  high  matters  you 
cftn  do  nothing,  and  you  need  do  nothing,  since  Jesus  has  done  all,  all ! — but 
co-workers  as  feeling  a  supreme  interest  in  salvation,  and  in  receiving  it  as  it 
18  freely  offered  in  the  Gospel  T  Would  you  have  another  aim  for  your 
life  than  He  had  for  assuming  and  laying  down  His  human  life  ?  Are  you 
seen  seeking,  and,  when  you  have  gained;  holding  fast,  the  cup  of  pleasure  ? 
^our  life  is  spent  in  bnying  ingredients  to  make  it  the  sweeter  and  the 
fuller.  You  may  even  purify  it  from  vice,  and  the  mixture  may  never  settle 
on  the  leea  of  grossness.  Innocent  you  may  call  it.  Is  it  so,  if  it  wile  you 
away  from  yrgent  duties  T  For  that  draught  you  sacrifice  your  soul.  Ah ! 
here  is  a  contrast.  I  behold  the  blessed  Jesus,  for  a  human  soul  not  His 
^wn,  taking  and  emptying  lo  the  very  dregs,  a  cup  of  shuddering  bitterness 
and  of  deadliest  sorrow !  Think  of  the  many  nights  of  revelry,  still  so 
general,  when,  through  a  preference  of  the  false  enchantments  presented, 
the  soul  is  exchanged.  Silence,  that  should  have  awoke  only  to  the  song 
or  the  hushed  prayer  of  the  peaceful,  or  to  the  fervent  cry  of  the  uneasy  in 
^P'rit,  has  been  disturbed  by  loud  gaiety.  Darkness,  that  should  have  been 
lavaded  only  by  the  taper  near  the  Blessed  Book,  has  become  glaring  as 
^y  through  the  splendour  of  a  vain  show.  True,  with  you  such  occasions 
"lay  be  free  from  positive  irreligion — the  entertainment  may  not  be  spiced 
^ilh  questionable  wit  or  free  blasphemy  j  but  lawful  would  you  reckon 
t^em,  if  they  have  the  slightest  tendency  to  hinder  your  endeavour  afler 
s^vation  t  Ah !  I  think  of  the  night  in  Gethsemane,  which  our  Saviour 
^psnt  for  the  soul.     Hush  !     Listen,  ye  whose  songs  of  pleasure  have  filled 
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long  hoars,  to  tbe  criea  of  a  God's  astoDistiment,  and  to  His  heart-broken 
prayers  arising  from  the  eolitude  of  that  garden.  Pause,  ye  on  whose 
counlenance  the  smile  is  brighl«ait)g  into  the  meridian  of  good  fellowsbip, 
and  gaze  on  tiiat  face  suffused  with  (he  bloody  sweat  of  myat«rious  labour. 
For  the  body,  the  soul  bae  been  lost  I  See  the  bleased  Je^B,  for  the  sou!, 
on  the  accursed  tree  I 

Since  the  great  manifestation  of  God  has  been  an  interest  in  the  soul's 
redemption,  can  you  have  a  more  becoming  object  T  All  of  us  have  maile 
an  experiment  of  what  the  world  can  do  for  us.  What  we  have  gained,  a.n 
we  not  quite  agreed  in  saying,  is,  for  extent  or  worth,  little,  almost  notliiDj! 
to  what  we  expected  t     Shall  we  still  pursue  the  idle  aud  dangerous  chase ! 

In  a  few  years,  when  we  arrive  at  this  world's  verge,  and,  with  a  farewell 
glance  on  what  we  have  thereof  gained,  prepare  to  close  our  eyes  in  dentli 
— death  that  deprives  us  of  everything  held  here — shall  we  not  say,  "Few 
and  evil,  etc.  (no,  not  pilgrimage,  we  did  not  make  it  a  pilgrimage ;  fur 
had  we,  oura  had  been  an  interest  in  the  continuing  city).  And  oh,  whsi 
i-egret  will  there  be  in  the  additional  reflection,  that  for  these  few  and  evil 
days,  that  dark  and  poor  handhreadth  of  time,  we  ruined  the  bright  etemitj 
before  us  !  Oh,  that  we  were  wise,  and  would  consider  our  end  ere  it  come ! 
la  there  some  cold  unbeliever  here  to  suggest  that  we  have  evidently  been 
placed  in  this  world  to  attend  to  worldly  concerns  ?  Ah !  is  that  liis 
discrimination — his  wisdom  t  Cannot  he  see  further  into  the  meaning  «f 
designs,  and  the  nature  of  arrangements  f 

He  is  a  fool  who  believes  nol  that  the  world  (understandittg  by  thai 
term,  the  earthly  sphere  of  innocent  enjoyments)  was  made  for  man,  and  I 
not  man  for  the  world ;  that,  therefore,  it  is  a  means,  a  something  to  be 
used,  and  not  an  end,  a  something  to  be  gained  ;  and  that,  when  the  worW 
is  rightly  viewed,  it  suggests  another,  and  interferes  not  with  the  hoi; 
pilgrim  to  tliat  other  world. 

Besides,  does  not  the  Christian  attend  to  his  secular  concerns — and  thai 
quite  enough?  And  above  all  these,  which,  greatly  subordinate  thougli 
t  hey  be,  he  overlooks  not,  when  he  places  his  soul's  salvation,  is  he  conscious 
of  doing  more  than  he  was  bound  to  do?  Nay,  verily;  he  laments  his 
fearful  shortcomings. 

Seek  ye  therefore,  liret,  as  most,  valuable,  as  most  needed,  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

DISSENT  IN  WALES.* 

Walks,  though  it  has  long  been  a  part  of  our  noble  little  island,  is  eliUn 
terra  incognita;  and,  unfortunately,  there  is  but  small  curiosily  felt,  that 
might  lead  our  countrymen  to  form  a  dose  acquaintance  with  Cambrian  men 
and  affairs.  The  ignorance  which  prevailed  throughout' England  aceaturr 
ago  regarding  the  Scottish  Highlands,  was  neither  so  dense  nor  so  general 
as  that  which  marks  Britain  at  large  in  reference  to  Wales,  though  railivHp 
and  the  modem  press  might  have  been  expected  to  dispel  it  effectuaU;' 
Through  travelling  and  reading,  the  intelligent  amongst  us  should  have  be«n 
as  familiar  with  that,  as  wiih  any  other  section  of  the  United  KingdoO' 
Yet  how  httle  do  we  know  of  "  Taffy,"  and  his  ways  and  doings,  excepi 
from  the  vulgarest  traditions,  which  ought  long  ago  to  have  been  obsolete  I 
Almost  all  the  large  estates  in  the  principality  are  in  the  hands  of  Engtisli- 
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men,  these  having  found  it  a  prombing  BpecDlntion  to  man^  Welsh  heiresBes. 
There  has  long  been  a  notable  failure  in  the  mak  line  of  succession  in  Wales ; 
and,  along  with  this,  there  baa  been  a  Bcarcity  of  eligible  native  lovers  for  the 
land-endowed  young  ladies,  who,  consequently,  became  more  accessible  and 
propitious  to  wooers  from  England,  and  occasionally  to  an  adventurer  trom 
Scotlaiid.  The  mineral  wealth,  and  the  flag  and  slate  quarries,  of  the  prin- 
cipality, have  tempted  English  capital  and  enterprise  i  and  from  these,  and 
similar  circumstances,  we  might  have  inferred  such  an  amount  of  social 
inlercoarse,  as  should  have  rendered  us  perfectly  familiar  with  all  classes  of 
Ihe  Welsh  population.  Besides,  the  evangelizing  spirit  of  the  present  age 
in  England  and  Scotland,  which  prompts  us  to  send  preachers  of  Christianity 
to  alt  ends  of  the  earth,  might  have  found  a  Welsh  sphere,  not  more  im- 
portant than  convenient  for  operations ;  and  in  the  wake  of  the  Gospel 
torch- bearers,  would  have  marched  many  explorers  of  the  country.  The 
language  is,  indeed,  a  formidable  and  repulsive  barrier.  It  has  such  a  pre- 
doDDinance  of  consonants,  and  these  are  manufactured  into  words  of  such 
length,  that  English  and  Scottish  Hps  feel  them  to  be  unpronounceable.  On 
looking  at  those  words,  we  think  not  of  counting  their  number  of  syllables, 
but  of  measuring  them  by  a  foot-rule  ;  and  we  are  then  horrifled  at  the  task 
of  (aking  up  and  placing  upon  "  the  liltle  member  "  a  foot-long  word,  which 
only  has  a  single  vowel  to  make  the  operation  less  difficult.  Gaelic  and  Irish 
are  musical  and  easy  langutiges  compared  with  the  Welsh.  It  has  often 
lieen  remarked  that  our  countrymen,  both  of  the  North  and  of  the  South, 
liave  a  greater  dread  of  lengthy  and  hard  vocables  than  any  other  civilised 
people ;  hence  the  Welsh  language  has  been  a  great  barrier  in  the  way  of 
our  knowing  men  who  were  oor  next  door  neighbours.  We  believe  that 
now,  however,  the  use  of  the  English  language  is  spreading  rapidly ;  and, 
certainly,  it  b  for  the  beat  interests  of  the  Welsh  themselves,  that  that 
language  should  quickly  and  universally  supersede  their  own  barbarous 
speech. 

If  ignorance  prevail  regarding  tlie  Welsh  generally,  we  are  still  more  in 
the  dark  about  their  religious  condition  and  character.  We  have  no  standard 
e<%lesiaslical  history  of  the  principality;  and  even  if  we  had  possessed  such 
a  work,  it  would  have  failed  to  set  forth  the  characteristics  of  Welsh  Chris- 
tianity at  present.  We  hare  nearly  a  dozen  of  different  books  professing  to 
detail  the  ecclesiastical  annals  of  Scotland ;  yet  from  all  of  these  works  put 
together,  we  obtain  little  or  no  information  about  the  existing  religious  state 
of  our  countty.  A.  very  remarkable  book  has  just  appeared,  from  the  pen 
of  the  Rev.  Thomaa_Rces,  giving  the  "  History  of  Protestant  Nonconformity 
'a  Wales,  from  its  rise  to  the  present  time."  Our  readers  will  often  have 
neard,  that  the  progress  of  genuine  Christianity  in  Wales  is,  to  a  far  gi'eater 
extent  than  either  in  England  or  Scotland,  identified  with  the  progress  of 
Nonconformity.  It  is  true  that,  in  Scotland,  Dissent  has  had  a  noble  mis- 
sion, and  rendered  to  the  cause  of  Christ  inestimable  services ;  and  every 
observer  will  admit  that,  but  for  the  past  existence  and  operation  of  Dissent, 
Scottish  Christianity  would  have  been  something  widely  and  deplorably 
different  from  what  it  now  is.  Not  less  important  to  the  religion  of  the 
sister  country  have  been  the  origin  and  progress  of  English  Nonconformity ; 
«nd  in  both  countries  we  anticipate  that  Dissent  will  long  continue  to  work 
nobly  for  truth  and  godliness.  Still,  during  more  than  the  last  forty  or  fifty 
jears,  Christianity  has  been  signally  advanced  by  many  faithful  servants  of 
Christ,  within  both  the  English  and  the  Scottish  Establishments;  and-the 
religioQ  of  a  large  proportion  of  our  countrymen  has  been  nurtured  by  iV 
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ordinances  of  those  churches.  In  Scotland,  indeed,  no  single  church  can,  st 
present,  claim  to  be  reckoned  the  main,  much  less  the  on\j,  evangelical 
agent ;  nor  should  we  encourage  any  such  pretensions,  on  the  part  of  English 
iNon conformity,  as  should  assert  its  great  superiority  over  the  Established 
Clmrch  in  promoling  godliness  amongst  all  classes  of  the  nation.  But  it 
has  been,  and  still  is,  altogether  different  in  Wales.  Welsh  Christianity  not 
only  includes,  but  is  mainly  made  up  of  Welsh  Dissent ;  and  in  the  hisloij 
of  the  latter  the  principal  triumphs  of  the  former  are  recorded.  Kumanl; 
speaking,  but  for  Dissent,  Wales  would  have  been  wholly  sunk  in  heathenisni 
and  the  most  debasing  immorality.  It  has  oflen,  as  a  challenge  to  Voluntary- 
ism, been  asked  by  the  advocates  of  Civil  Establishments  of  religion,  what 
other  agency  than  that  of  a  State  Church  could  have  Christianized  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland ;  hut  in  Wales,  Dissent  has,  with  very  considerable  discou- 
ragement, achieved  a  nobler  as  well  as  a  more  difficult  work  than  has  been 
performed  in  the  Highlands  through  the  exertions  of  the  endowed  Kirk. 

On  going  back  to  the  period  of  the  English  Reformation,  1534,  we  find 
that  the  condition  of  the  principality  was,  in  all  moral  and  spiritual  aspects, 
the  most  lamentable.  There  was  no  preaching,  nor  any  kind  of  religions 
instruction.  Only  here  and  there  could  you  meet  with  a  man  who  had  been 
taught  to  read ;  and,  indeed,  at  that  time  there  was  not  a  single  religious 
book,  large  or  small,  original  or  translated,  in  the  Welsh  language.  In 
1546,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  the  Creed  were  done 
into  Welsh,  and  published ;  and  five  years  later,  a  translation  of  the  Psalms, 
the  Gospels,  and  the  Epistles,  "  as  appointed  to  be  read  in  churches  at  tiie 
celebration  of  the  communion,  and  on  Sundays  and  last-days,"  appeared. 
Down  to  the  accession  of  Elizabeth,  there  was  thus,  literally,  a  "  famine  of 
the  bread  of  life;"  and,  certainly,  the  clergymen  of  the  period  did  miserablj' 
little,  by  their  public  and  private  ministrations,  to  make  up  for  the  want  of 
the  written  Word.  Penry,  whose  works  appeared  in  1587  and  1589,  thus 
speaks  of  those  men — bishops  as  well  as  curates: — 

"  Into  what  times  are  we  fallen,  that  thieves  and  murderers  of  souls, 
the  very  patterns  and  patrons  of  all  cove teousn ess,  prond,  and  more  than 
Pope-like  tyrants,  the  very  defeaters  of  God's  truth,  unlearned  dolts,  blind 
guides,  unseasoned  and  unsavoury  salt,  drunkards,  foxes  and  wolves,  nir« 
and  puddle — to  be  brief,  the  very  swine-sty  of  all  nncleanness,  and  the  verj 
ignominy  and  reproach  of  the  sacred  minbtry — cannot  be  spoken  against,  but 
this  will  be  str^ghtways  made  a  matter  against  the  State.  All  the  misery, 
ignorance,  and  profaneness  in  life  and  conversation,  hath  been  for  the  most 
part  by  means  of  our  bishops  and  other  blind  guides,  ...  O  ye  bishops  of 
Wales !  you  have  admitted  into  this  sacred  function,  rogues,  vagabonds, 
gadding  about  the  country  in  the  name  of  scholars;  spendlhrifls  and  starving 
men,  that  made  the  ministry  their  large  refuge ;  known  adulterers,  known 
thieves  and  roysterers,  most  abominable  swearers.  .  .  .  Let  the  curae  of 
damned  souls  cleave  no  longer  unto  you  ;  for  it  pierceth  deeply." 

A  general  picture  of  the  population  is  got  in  the  following  sentence, 
CKtracled  from  the  Lansdowne  MSS. ; — "More  than  the  name  of  God, 
Welshman  know  nothing  at  all.  They  take  long  journeys,  barefoot,  to  ihe 
ruins  of  some  eminent  church  or  famous  well ;  and  there,  or  on  the  mountain 
sides,  listen  to  the  minstrels  who,  accompanied  by  the  harp,  celebrate  the 
deeds  of  their  ancestors."  Dr  Richard  Davies,  in  a  letter  prefixed  to  llie 
first  translation  of  the  New  Testament  (printed  in  1567),  gives  a  fearful 
description  of  the  universal  ignorance,  vice,  and  crime.  He  has  one  sen- 
tence very  significant :  "  OAeu,  in  Wales,  the  hall  of  the  gentleman  is  the 
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reFnge  of  thieves."  The  Rev.  Rico  Prichard,  author  of  the  famous  "  WeUh- 
raan'a  Candle,"  commeaced  his  ministry  as  Vicar  of  Llandovery  in  1602, 
and  closed  it  forty-two  years  after.  He  mentions,  that  of  his  countrymen 
not  one  in  a  hundred  could  read  the  Bible,  and  that  no  copy  of  the  Bible 
was  to  be  found  "even  in  the  mansions  of  the  gentry,"  Some  contem- 
porary poems  (showing  no  despicable  talent  for  satire)  brand  Wales  as 
anather  Sodom.  A  "  Foera  in  the  year  1G29,  when  the  corn  was  unwh<^e- 
some  by  excessive  rain,"  has  the  following  graphic  stanzas : — ■ 

"  Oar  servantB  and  hirelings  do  nothing  but  play, 
Ourlabonrera  Bit  on  the  gronnd  without  heed, 
Or  tie  at  their  ease  on  the  grass  all  the  daj. 
Not  chooaing  Co  work  till  corapelled  to  't  b;  need. 

"Their  spinning  and  carding  our  matrons  give  o'er; 
To  brew,  they  their  knitting  and  sewing  lay  by  ; 
Th^  sell  all  their  wheels,  and  their  reels,  Hud  such  Btore, 
Casks,  bottles,  and  sach  sort  of  Inmber  to  buy. 

"The  murd'rer,  the  striker,  the  pimp,  and  the  knave, 
'J'he  robber,  the  thief,  and  the  clerk,  we  are  told  ; 
Nay,  women  a  licence  are  suffered  to  have. 
Beer,  ale,  and  tobacco  to  rend  uncontrolled, 

"  Should  the  deil  or  hi?  dam  ever  have  or  desire 
A  temple,  near  Chat  of  our  Maker,  to  raise, 
They,  for  e.  mere  triSe,  a  temple  might  hire 
Expressly  devoted  to  Bacchus'  praise. 

"  Of  every  degree,  be  they  little  or  great. 
Men  strongly  endeavour  to  anger  the  Lord ; 
As  if  froin  the  skies  each,  upon  his  own  pate, 
Actampted  dire  vengeance  to  pull  with  a  chord," 

The  "  priest"  is  represented  as  a  iit  companion  for  those  jolly  men  and 
natrons,  sharing  to  the  full  their  taste  for  idleness,  fan,  and  drinking.  In 
another  poem,  "  A  Warning  to  the  Welsh  to  Repent  (published  at  the  time 
oF  Die  Great  Plague  in  London),  there  is  a  boldly  drawn  sketch  of  the  utter 
ungodliness  of  all  classes  and  occupations.  Take  the  character  of  the 
clergy— 

"  Our  clergy  sleep  both  night  and  day, 

And  leave  the  people  gad  astray  ; 

And  live  in  every  kind  of  vice, 

Withoat  reproof  or  good  advice." 

The  Welsh  Sabbath  is  thus  described  t 

"  A  day  fo  sit,  a  day  in  chat  to  spend, 
A  day  when  fighting  'mongst  nx  moat  prevails  ; 
A  day  to  do  the  errands  of  the  fiend  ; 
Sach  is  Che  Sabbath  in  most  parts  of  Wales." 

In  corroboration  of  such  views,  we  could  adduce  innumerable  authentic 
testimonies.  Let  one  suffice  ;  la  the  prea,mble  of  the  Act  of  1563,  autho- 
rizing the  translation  of  the  Bible  into  Welsh,  it  is  said  that  "  her  Majesty's 
moat  loving  subjects,  inhabiting  within  her  Highness'  dominion  and 
country  of  Wales — being  no  small  part  of  this  realm — are  utterly  destitute 
cf  God's  holy  Word,  and  do  remain  in  the  like,  or  rather  more  darkness 
and  ignorance,  than  Uier/  were  in  in  the  time  of  Papistry." 

We  have  already  said,  that  a  translation  of  the  ^ew  Testament  appeared 
in  1567 ;  we  may  add,  tiiat  one  of  the  Old  Testament  came  out  in  1588 : 
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yet  of  eocli,  the  number  of  copies  was  only  about  sus  hundred/  Wbnt  a 
wretched  supply  for  "  this,  no  small  part  of  the  realm !"  Dr  Llewelyn 
says,  that  for  seventy  years,  from  the  consolidation  of  the  Reformatioa  by 
Elizabeth,  and  a  hundred  years  from  the  Befbrmation  of  Britain  from  tlie 
Papacy,  "  there  were  no  Bibles  in  Wales,  but  only  in  the  cathedrals  ot 
parish  churchea,  or  chapels." 

In  1646,  a  country  gentlemen  in  Cardiganshire  puhlished'a  pamphlet  on 
the  religious  destitution  of  Wales.  ."  A  wretched  sermon,"  says  he,  "  non 
and  then,  and  that  either  hy  an  ignorant  or  scandalous  minister,  or  bolb. 
Alas  I  what  can  it  do^  it  being  commonly,  too,  such  stuff,  you  know  not 
whether  it  savours  stronger  of  the  ale  or  the  pocket-.  In  many  places,  not  a 
sermon  is  scarce  to  be  had  once  a  year.  Half  an  hour's  shower  in  a  great 
drought  will  little  avail  the  chapped  earth.  I  roust  tell  you,  abating  gerlrf 
and  a  few  others,  that  hy  the  benefit  of  education  may  be  otherwise,  geoB- 
rally,  I  dare  boldly  say,  we  can  be  but  Papists,  or  worse,  in  Wales," 

We  have  already  quoted  from  Penry,  who,  after  the  Reformation,  was 
the  first  preacher  of  the  Gospel  in  Wales.  He  was  a  "  burning  and  s 
shining  light,"  in  a  dark  corner  of  a  very  dark  land  ;  but,  like  the  Baptist, 
he  soon  "  fulfilled  his  course,"  being,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-four,  put  to 
death  for  his  zealous  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Chrbt.  For  long,  the  suc- 
cession of  like-minded  evangelists  was  uncertain  and  faint,  though  noir 
and  then  another  case  of  martyrdom  occurred.  It  is  greally  to  he  de- 
plored that  there  is  on  the  earth  no  record  of  the  exertjons  and  sufieringa 
of  some  glorious  "  witnesses  "  in  Wales,  and  that  now  no  Welsh  "  Book  of 
Martyrs"  can  he  got  up.  Their  "names  were  written  in  blood,  whicb, 
though  for  ever  indelible,  is  to  mortal  eye  invisible."  At  one  period— that, 
indeed,  which  must  be  regarded  as  the  birth-time  of  Welsh  Nonconformity— 
the  most  fervent  and  successful  preachers  of  the  Gospel  were  not  of  the 
elerical  order,  had  neither  episcopal  licence  nor  university  training.  In  a 
sermon  of  1648,  Mr  Cradock  says,  "  The  Gospel  is  run  over  the  mountains 
between  Brecknockshire  and  Monmouthshire,  as  the  fire  in  the  thatch.  And 
who  should  do  this  T  They  have  no  ministers  ;  but  some  of  the  wisest  say 
that  there  are  about  aght  hwtdred  godly  people  there,  and  they  go  from  one 
to  another.  They  have  no  ministers,  it  is  true ;  if  they  had,  they  would 
honour  them,  and  bless  God  for  them.  And  shall  we  rail  at  such,  and  sny 
they  are  sub-preachers,  and  they  were  never  at  the  university  T  They  are 
filled  with  good  news,  and  they  tell  it  to  others.  Oh  !  such  a  man,  he  was 
never  a  Master  of  Arts,  he  was  never  of  the  university,  and  he  takes  upon 
himself  to  preach  ;  when  it  may  be  that  he  hath  more  of  God  in  him  than 
I,  and  a  hundred  that  have  all  this."  It  is  plesant  to  find  that  those 
eminent  saints  who  felt  constrained  to  "  tell  the  good  news  "  to  all  their 
neighbours,  did  not  undervalue  the  more  regular  order  of  preachers ;  for, 
if  they  had  been  favoured  with  the  presence  and  labours  of  these  preachers, 
they  "would  have  honoured  them,  and  blessed  God  for  them  ;" — an  example 
which  it  would  be  well  for  Bichard  Weaver  and  other  lay  eshorters  of  oar 
day  to  copy.  There  are  not  a  few  eminent  servants  of  Jesus  Christ,  who, 
af^r  devoting  the  days  and  nights  of  their  youth  and  manhood  to  the  best 
possible  training  of  their,  intellect  for  the  sacred  function  of  preaching, 
have  subsequently,  throughout  a  long  career,  laboriously  and  with  undivided 
aim  exerdsed  that  function,  and  with  the  most  affectionate  care  have  both 
led  wanderers  to  the  fold  and  fed  Christ's  fiock  ;  and  is  it  seemly  that  Hr 
Itichard  Weaver  should  scorn  such  men,  and  should  think  and  speak  ol 
them,  compared  with  himself  as  the  great  Apostle  Paul  might  have  donit  i" 


DISSENT  IN  WALES.  463 

the  presence  either  of  the  pedantic  rabbis  and  acribes  of  Jerusalem,  or  of 
the  frivoloDS  sophists  of  Athens.  Zeal,  when  without  discretion  and  with- 
out modesty,  as  well  as  when  "  without  knowledge,"  is  beset  frith  most 
leploruhle  wants  ;  and,  indeed,  such  a  threefold  deficiency  forms  a  terrible 
™nw  to  come  after  koI,  or  after  any  other  great  and  good  quality.  Zeal, 
mu>  those  three  attributes,  is  reduced  to  a  fraction,  the  smalt  value  of 
vhich  we  do  not  choose  to  determine ;  though,  obviously,  Mr  Weaver 
himself  thinks  that  it  makes  a  figure  of  capital  consequence.  The  zealous 
evangeliBta  of  Wales  in  1648  took  a  widely  different  estimate  of  themBclves, 
tnd  of  the  ministerial  office  and  order;  and  we  trust  that,  in  the  course  of 
tlie  present  revival  movement,  we  shall  see  the  lay  agents,  whether  squires, 
Irsdesmen,  or  colliers,  demeaning  themselves  as  hearty  fellow-labourers 
vfith,  and  not  as  scornful  substitutes  for,  our  ordiuned  ministers.  We  hope 
ibat  those  agents  will  not  be  reviled  as  "  suh'preachers,"  and  that  they  will 
nst  revile  regolar  preachers  as  "  the  parsons  "  or  "  fogies." 

The  reign  of  James  the  Second  was  brief,  yet  long  enough  to  doom  the 
principality  to  be  the  scene  of  cruel  persecutions  for  conscience'  sake.  Black 
Prelacy  left,  its  mark  as  deeply  and  ineGaceably  upon  Wales  as  upon  our 
own  Scotland ;  but,  in  the  former,  no  tombstones  were  raised  to  the  memory 
of  the  sufferers,  and  there  has  been  no  opportunity  for  any  "Old  Mortality" 
lo  ply  his  occnpation.  The  denounced  Von  conformists,  like  our  Cove- 
nanters, were  compelled  to  seek  precarious  shelter  and  concealment  amidst 
flens  and  hills.  Congregations,  too,  of  the  feithful  were  wont  to  gather 
around  the  cave  within  which  some  man  of  God  had  sought  a  hiding-place. 
The  history  of  Henry  Williams,  as  detailed  by  Mr  Bees,  deserves  to  he  as 
widely  known  and  remembered  as  that  of  any  covenanting  hero.  Our 
limits,  however,  forlnd  us  to  enter  upon  the  race  of  Nonconformist  worthies 
tbat  have  done  and  snfiered  great  things  for  divine  truth  in  Wales,  from 
Uiat  period  down  to  the  present.  The  only  era  with  which  British  readers 
bavQ  been  made  familiar,  is  that  in  which  Howell  Harris,  the  fnend  and 

:  fellow -labourer  of  Whitfield,  laboured ;  and  yet  there  are  several  other 
epochs  almost  equally  enlJtled  to  consideration.     During  nearly  all  the 

!  different  periods,  the  Established  Church  has  in  Wales  been  either  a 
"nuHify"  or  a  "nwsance,"  and  the  work  of  evangelization  has  been  carried 
on  all  but  exclusively  by  Dissenters.  The  latter  now.  form  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  the  population;  yet,  though  of  course  freed  Jrom  bloody 
persecution,  they  are  still  called  to  encounter  keen  and  varied  opposition 
from  haughty  Church  of  Englandism,  If  you  wish  to  see,  in  the  present 
age,  the  moat  forbidding  representation  of  the  bigotry  and  intolerance  of 
Prelacy,  look  for  it  in  Wales.  The  Episcopalians  are  almost  as  small  a 
sect  as  in  Scotland,  but  in  the  principality  they  have  the  privileges  and 
powers  of  the  Anglican  Establishment ;  and  thb  position  would  fill  them 
with  superdliousness,  even  though  they  were  counted  by  units  instead  of  by 
iiQndreds.  Mr  Bees  gives  the  following  figures  as  denoting  the  number  of 
congregations  belonging  to  Dissent  in  Wales  at  five  different  periods : — In 
1716  there  were  110,  in  1742  there  were  106,  in  177G  there  were  171,  in 
1816  there  were  993,  and  in  1861  there  are  no  fewer  than  2927.  This 
F^^ress  is  unparalleled,  and  Mr  Rees  is  entitled  to  say,  "  The  Welsh  are 
now  emphatically  a  nation  of  Nonconformists."  He  is  sanguine  that  the 
measures  which  have  lately  been  taken  by  Church  of  Englandism,  for  the 
purpose  of  checking  and  reversing  that  progress,  will  &il  as  signally  as  the 
pld  persecuting  expedients.  Churchmen  are  trying  to  overthrow  Dissen' 
"» Wales  by  the  national  or  church  scbools. 
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"  Enormous  gums,"  explains  Mr  Rees,  "  have  been,  and  are  still,  voted 
hy  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  towards  the  establishment  and 
support  of  such  schools  in  districts  where  hardly  any  but  the  children  of 
Nonconformists  could  be  expected  to  attend  them.  Time  will  teli  whether 
a  body  of  schoolmasters  will  succeed  in  accomplishing,  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  what  hosts  of  clergymen  by  preaching,  persecution,  and  heading 
violent  mobs,  and  a  large  number  of  furious  magistrates  by  inflictiug  heavy 
fines,  imprisonments,  and  various  other  punishments,  have  utterly  failed  to 
accomplish  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries."  We  are  construned 
to  take  a  gloomier  view.  Taff"^  may  be  coased  and  bribed,  though  he  could 
not  be  driven,  within  the  Establishment.  The  new  expedient  is  the  milder, 
the  crafVier,  and  will  likely  prove  by  far  the  more  successful.  The  Tempter 
sits  among  the  branches  of  the  Tree  of  Knowledge,  and  holds  out  the  "  plea- 
sant, agreeable,  and  desirable  "  fruit.  No  machinery  half  so  formidable  (m 
resisting  Dissent  could  be  devised  by  Church  of  Ecglandism,  in  Wales, 
as  the  National  Schools.  Besides,  the  old  persecutions,  though  "  failing  to 
accomplish  "  all  their  aims,  iHd  unquestionably  no  small  damage  to  Welsh 
Dissent.  They  did  not  overthrow  it;  but  they  did  discourage  and  repress 
it ;  and  we  fear  that  the  modern  treitment  will  command  a  like,  if  not  a 
greater,  degree  of  success.  We  would  gladly  prophesy  better  things.  Be- 
holding the  rare  pre-eminence  which  Welsh  Nonconformity  has  attained  by 
native  virtues  and  by  Gtod's  rich  blessing,  we  with  all  our  heart  wish  it  to  be 
lasting — to  endure,  indeed,  ay  and  until  the  invidious  distinctions  between 
Established  and  Dissenting  churches  be  wholly  obliterated ;  but  our  wish 
that  they  may  be,  is  not  strong  enough  to  turn  itself  into  a  definite  belief 
that  it  will  be.  We  see  "  the  schoolmaster  abroad"  and  in  him,  witli  all 
his  professions  and  airs  as  a  benefactor,  we  see  an  enemy  in  disgu.ise ;  and 
neither  trivial  nor  temporary  is  the  mischief  he  means  to  inflict.  Eveiylhiaj 
for  the  Church,  is  the  Jesuitical  motto. 


THE  PRAYING-  SOCIETIES  OP  COLINSBIIRGH  AND 
EDINBURGH  A  CENTURY  AGO. 

It  is  now  an  hundred  years  since  the  first  minister  was  inducted  into  the 
church  in  Colinaburgh.  On  the  same  day,  in  the  vestry  of  the  church,  the 
Rehef  Presbytery  was  formed.  The  village  in  which  these  events  occurred 
is  situated  in  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  beautiful  districts  in  Scotland. 
Standing  on  the  last  terrace  of  the  hills  which  run  eastward  from  the 
Lomonds  through  Fife,  it  looks  out  from  the  woods  of  Balcarras  over  a  level 
track  of  fields  and  plantations,  in  the  centre  of  which  lie  the  lake  and  villsge 
of  Kilcunqahar,  and  on  the  vei^e  of  which  are  seen  the  houses  of  Elie  on 
the  sea-shore.  The  coast-line  of  the  Lothians,  on  the  opposite  side  of  lie 
Firth,  backed  by  the  long  range  of  the  Lammermuir  and  the  peaked  tops  ol 
the  Fentland  Hills,  form  the  southern  hoi-izon.  Far  to  the  east  may  be 
seen  the  dim  outline  of  St  Abb's  Head,  and  nearer,  rising  out  of  the  water, 
the  white  cliffs  of  the  Bass  Rock.  The  conical  form  of  North  Berwick  La' 
appears  nearly  opposite,  while  the  abrupt  outlines  of  Arthur  Seat  and  Salis- 
bury Crags,  and,  on  a  clear  day,  the  houses  and  spires  of  Edinburgh,  tn 
seen  to  the  south-west  in  front  of  the  hazy  landsc-ape  which  stretches  up  the 
Firth  beyond.  The  village  itself  is  neat  and  clean,  composed  of  houses  ol 
the  better  class,  most  of  which  are  quite  modem  ;  and  in  the  centre  of  it 
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ilanda  a  neat  village  church,  receotlj  erected  on  the  site  of  that  in  which 
Boston  preached  the  induclioa  eermon  from  1  Cor.  ii.  2,  "  I  determined 
to  know  nothing  among  you,  save  Jesns  Christ,  and  Him  crucified."  The 
Relief  branch  of  the  United  Churah  was  formed  a  centuiy  ago.  Great 
cbaagea  have  taken  place  since  then,  both  in  the  social  and  eceleaiastical 
BtaCe  of  the  countiy.  The  east  of  Fife,  now  accessible  both  bj  railway  and 
steamboat,  was  then  very  secluded.  Within  the  memory  of  some  still  living, 
there  was  no  public  conveyance,  and  to  reacb  Edinburgh  it  was  necessary 
to  walk  twenty  miles  to  get  the  packet  boat,  the  sailiog  of  which  on  the 
same  day  was  very  uncertain.  Atler  performing  the  long  journey  to  Petty- 
cur,  and  waiting  for  the  sailing,  of  the  boat  the  whole  of  the  following  day, 
the  traveller  has  been  known,  to  return  home  without  having  been  able  to 
accomplish  bis  purpose  of  visi^ng  the  aty.  In  this  secluded  district  the 
people  dwelt  apart,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  considerable  measure  of  comfort. 
Though  simple  in  manners,  they  were-int«lligent.  Small  farms,  now  merged 
into  larger  ones,  supported  honest  families  in  moderate  circumstances. 
The  distinctions  of  rank  were  less  marked  than  at  present,  and  not  a  few  of 
the  inhabitants  were  {hous,  intelligent,  and  deeply  interested  in  religion  and 
the  iSmn  of  the  Church.  Though  there  were  fewer  publications,  and  per-  ■ 
hsps  less  reading,  than  now,  the  works  found  in  the  bands  of  the  intelligent 
imoDg  the  people  were  of  that  kind  which  demands  some  thought  in  their 
perusal;,  and  the  interest  now  diffiiaed  and  weakened  by  the  multiplidty 
of  objects  was  concentrated  more  on  the  highest  theme.  Amidst  this  class 
oar  Church  found  a  good  soil  in  which  toti^e  root.  It  isdifficult  to  realize 
the  state  of  religions  feeling  in  our  country  a  century  ago,  it  is  so  different 
from  what  it  is  at  present,  The  autobiography  of  Dr  Carlyle  of  Inveresk 
gives  a  saddening  glimpse  of  the  state  of  rehgion  in  the  upper  circles  of 
>ocie^,  among  literary  men,  and  in  that  party  in  the  Established  Church 
then  rapidly  acquiring  predominating  influence  in  its  direction.  Pure 
worldliness,  without  any  nobler  or  deeper  principle,  had  spread  over  society. 
Both  avowed  infidelity  and  professed  beUef  appear  to  have  been  rather  a 
laabion  than  a  conviction.  Ministers  and  unbelieving  literaiy  men  met 
on  friendly  and  easy  terms  in  taverns  oc  the  green-rooms  of  theatres  i 
and  while  Dr  Carlyle  and  his  friends  perhaps  rightly  judged  that  David 
Hume  cared  little  for  his  infidel  sentiments,  and  spoke  truly  in  saying  he 
had  written  them  only  to  excite  speculation,  David  Hume  and  his  followers 
must  have  seen  that  his  friends  the  ministers  differed  less  from  himself  than 
their  profession  indicated,  and  were  far  more  anxious  to  be  reckoned  clever 
and  gentlemanly  men  of  the  world  than  to  be  faithfnl  ministers  of  Jesus 
Christ.  A  frivolous  worldliness  was  the  root  both  of  professed  infidelity 
Ksd  of  the  fashionable  kind  of  religion.  The  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  cross 
ivere  suppressed  ia  preaching  for  a  morality  founded  exclusively  on  natural 
principles ;  and  the  manners  of  a  Christian  minister  were  changed  for  those 
oF  a  gay  gentleman,  apparently  just  to  please  and  be  conformable  to  good 
^iety.  Lay  patronage  was  cherished,  defended,  and  established ;  and 
liberty  for  clergymen  to  frequent  the  theatre  was  secured,  both  for  the  same 
Ksson  and  for  no  deeper,  that  the  Established  Church  might  cease  to  be  a 
vulgar  institution  and  become  fit  for  worldly  gentlemen.  And  so  com- 
pletely did  the  worldly  spirit  succeed  in  its  purpose,  both  regarding  Church 
Md  theatre,  that  in  the  year  1784,  "  when  the  great  actress,  Mrs  Siddons, 
first  appeared  in  Edinburgh,  during  the  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly, 
•hat  court  was  obliged  to  fix  all  ila  important  business  for  the  alternate 
™j6  when  she  did  not  act,  as  all  the  younger  members,  clergy  as  weli.ae 
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laity,  took  their  stations  in  the  theatre  on  tbeee  days  by  three  o'clock  in  (he 
afternoon  ;"  and  that  the  happy  state  was  reached,  when  altnoet  in  every 
parish  church  the  patron's  presentee  was  inducted  without  further  resist- 
ance. Yet  these  were,  aller  all,  only  email  matters,  straws  on  the  sur- 
face marking  the  direction  of  the  strong,  awliil  current  of  worldliness 
threatening  to  overflow  the  Church  and  the  country,  against  which  oot 
Church  was  rising  to  drive  back  the  deluge  to  its  own  channels,  at  least 
from  the  sanctuary.  It  was  agunst  something  infinitely  worse  than  la; 
patronage  that  our  fathers  protested,  when  they  left  the  Establishment:  it 
was  against  the  intensely  worldly  spirit  of  which  that  was  one  of  the  least 
'firuits, — a  spirit  for  the  transmission  of  which  from  the  world  into  the  Charch 
the  union  of  Church  and  State,  since  the  time  of  Constantine,  has  been  the 
consecrated  channel ;  and  which,  as  the  result  in  every  country  where  a  Stale 
Church  in  any  form  ie  predominate  proves,  is  not  accidental,  hut  inherent  in 
its  constitution.  The  occasion  on  which  the  church  in  Golinsburgh  origi- 
nated, was  the  presentation  to  the  Established  Church  in  the  parish  of  an 
nnacceptable  minister.  The  presentee,  Dr  Chalmers  of  Klie,  the  grand- 
uncle  of  Dr  Thomas  Chalmers,  was  probably  no  general  favourite.  Dr 
Carlyle  mentions  thai,  in  the  presbytery  of  St  Andrews,  he  was  distinguished 
by  his  power  of  ridiculing  bis  opponents,  and  that  by  bis  rude  bufiboneiy 
he  succeeded  in  silencing  and  almost  breaking  the  heart  of  Principal  Tnlli- 
delph,  the  most  eloquent  man  then  in  the  Scottish  Church,  The  objection 
urged  against  him  is  said,  by  an  aged  inhabitant  of  the  district,  to  hare 
been  simply  his  unsuitablenes,  owing  to  age,  to  be  removed  from  another 
parish  to  the  charge  of  a  large  congregation.  But  beneath  this  compara- 
tively frivolous  objection  lay  the  deep  religious  feeling  of  a  people  rising 
against  the  spirit  of  irreligion  which  prevailed  in  the  Church.  There  waa 
great  religious  indifference  among  many  of  the  people  as  well  as  in  the 
higher  classes  and  among  the  clergy;  but  the  mass  of  the  people  was  not 
thoroughly  leavened  with  worldliness;  and  that  form  of  it,  shown  hy  the 
Church  in  the  induction  of  ministers  without  regard  to  the  desire  of  the  con- 
gregation, shocked  both  the  good  and  bad  feelings  of  the  religious  people, 
— both  their  pride  and  their  love  of  the  Gospel  and  Christ's  Church.  The 
religion  of  the  people,  in  our  country,  had  found  nourishment  in  earlier  times 
of  persecution ;  and  now,  when  restrained  in  the  Church,  again  found  nonriEb- 
ment  and  a  sphere  of  action  out  of  the  Church,  in  religious  or  praying 
societies ;  and  among  these,  and  froiU  them,  sprung  our  Church  in  the  east 
part  of  Fife.  From  the  limes  of  Richard  Cameron,  when  the  Covenanters, 
oppressed  by  the  strong  arm  of  a  persecuting  State  and  Church,  had  organiied 
themselves  into  private  praying  societies,  regulated  by  laws  which  made 
them  like  little  churches,  but  which  bad  special  reference  to  the  state  of  tbe 
times,  similar  societies  seem  to  have  arisen  from  time  to  time,  or  to  have 
continued  in  existence,  outliving  many  changes,  and  working  silently  b^ 
neath  the  surface  of  society,  unobserved  by  its  historians.  At  the  time  of 
Dr  Chalmers'  presentation,  one  of  these  societies,  formed  of  a  few  pious  and 
intelligent  men,  existed  in  Colinsbnrgh.  It  was  encouraged  by  one  or  two 
ministers  in  adjacent  parishes,  especially  by  Mr  Smith,  minister  of  Newbnnir 
a  thoroughly  good  man,  whose  principles  afterwards  led  him  to  forsake  llie 
Establishment ;  and  it  adopted,  with  some  modifications,  a  set  of  rules  drsnn 
up  by  him  for  its  direction.  One  of  its  members  having  gone  to  lesiAe  in 
Edinburgh,  a  correspondence  was  thus  opened  with  a  similar  society  in  tbst  I 
city,  and  was  carried  on  during  the  crisis  which  issued  in  the  formation  ot  ' 
our  Charch.    Copi^  of  the  letters  which  passed  between  these  two  societies     : 
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and  of  the  rules  b}'  vrbicli  each  associations  were  regulated,  bave  been  placed 
in  our  hands  by  a  member  of  our  Church,  to  whom  they  have  descended 
trom  ail  ancestor  who  acted  as  secretary  to  the  society  iu  Colinsburgh,  aud 
was  one  of  the  originHl  elders  in  the  church  there.  And  as  it  ia  int«re8tiDg 
to  know  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  these  societies,  from  which  our  Charch 
sprung,  and  of  the  stamp  of  men  by  whom  it  was  formed,  we  give  some  of 
these  rules,  and  an  extract  or  two  from  this  correspondence. 

In  the  records  of  the  Colinsburgh  society  there  ure  prefixed  to  the  copies 
of  the  letters,  and  written  by  the  same  hand,  three  sets  of  "  Rules  and  Direc- 
tions anent  private  Christian  meetings  for  prayer  and  conference."  The 
Urst  of  these  has  been  framed  in  times  of  persecution,  for  to  one  of  its  rules, 
which  prescribes  the  manner  in  which  societies  should  divide,  so  asito  spread 
and  yet  avoid  public  notice,  is  added  this  note :  "  It  is  still  to  be  remembered 
and  considered,  when  these  rules  were  composed,  the  Lord's  people  got  not 
orderly  met  for  their  murdering  enemies.  Some  of  them  were  t^en  by 
the  way,  and  some,  taken  when  meetings  were  held  in  the  night-time,  I 
know  Bufiered  hard  things  among  their  hands ;  yea,  some,  taken  praying  in 
families,  suffered  unto  death."  These  regulations  commence  with  a  vindi- 
cation of  the  lawfulness  and  advantage  of  meetings  for  prayer  and  religious 
conversation  of  private  members  of  the  Church  :  "  That  it  is  the  duty  of 
private  Christians  to  meet  together  for  mutual  edification  by  prayer  and 
conference,  may  be  evinced  by  the  following  Scriptures,  among  others  that 
might  be  named,  viz.,  1  Thess.  v.  11,  'Therefore  comfort  yourselves  together, 
and  edify  one  another,  even  as  also  ye  do,'  and  Col.  iii.  16,  and  Heb.  x. 
24,  25,  and  from  the  laudable  and  much  commended  practice  of  the  people 
of  God  in  all  ages,  both  under  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  as  appears  from 
Mai.  iii.  16,  'Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord  spake  of^n  one  to  another, 
and  the  Lord  hearkened  and  heard  iu'  Thb  seems  to  have  been  the  practice 
of  the  Lord's  people  under  their  captivity  at  Babylon,  Ps.  cxxxvii.,  for  to 
what  purpose  went  they  out  and  sat  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  but  to.ramem- 
ber  Zion  both  in  their  prayers  to  Grod  and  in  their  communications ;  and  so 
likewise,  frequently  in  the  Acta  of  the  Apostles,  we  find  it  practised  by  the 
primitive  Clirisdans.  And  it  is  beyond  all  question,  that  the  right  per> 
formance  of  this  duty  has  been  attended  with  singular  advantage  both  to 
the  public  work  of  God  and  to  persons  in  private  condition,  who  in  their 
comfortable  experience  have  found  many  blessed  fruits  and  effects  following 
upon  ita  cooBcientious  observance  ;  yea,  further,  it  has  been  frequently  ob- 
Krve^  that,  in  such  places  where  this  duty  is  most  practised,  there  true  and 
serious  religion  does  most  thrive,  and  the  professors  thereof  are  commonly 
the  most  useful  members  both  in  church  and  commonwealth :  so  that  the 
irilfttl  neglect  of  this  duty  is  no  small  sin,  especially  considering  that  such 
neglect  tends  very  much  to  discourage  those  who  are  endeavouring  to  make 
conscience  of  peiforming  it.  It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  wished,  that  both 
ministers  and  experienced  Christians,  where  they  live,  were  more  active  in 
stirring  up  themselves  and  others  to  a  more  diligent  and  constant  practice 
of  so  warrantable  and  useful  a  duly,  especially  in  anch  days  of  tentation,  in 
which  the  Lord,  by  His  holy  and  wise  providence,  is  giving  His  people  many 
loud  calls  to  seriousness  and  dihgence  in  all  commanded  duties." 

There  were  certain  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  societies,  of  a 
very  strict  character,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  new  members,  and  the  . 
expulsion  of  those  judged  unworthy  of  the  fellowship;  yet  there  is  a  praise- 
worthy modesty  and  jealous  care  shown,  that  the  functions  properly  be-' 
loiigu^  to  the  Church  might  not  be  assumed.    Thns,  tiie  fifth  rule  directs-: 
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*'  In  all  debates,  reaeoninge,  and  actings  one  witb  another,  let  them  sliU 
cany  them  auitably  to  their  stations  in  a  private,  brotheriy  way ;  and  let 
nothing  be  done  that  looks  like  a  private  way  of  exercising  discipline." 
The  Ume  usually  spent  together  far  exceeded  that  employed  in  modem 
times  in  similai'  exercises ;  and  it  would  severely  tax  the  patience  of  people 
now  to  prolong  their  meetings  to  such  an  extent  as  is  indicated  in  the 
following  direction  i  "  At  cveiy  meeting,  which  may  be  once  a-week,  for 
ordinary,  the  time  they  desire  to  stay  together — which  may  be  four  houre  at 
the  least,  if  their  convenience  can  possibly  aUow — should  be  seriously  Rnd 
closely  spent  about  the  work  for  which  they  meet,  which  is  prayer  and 
Spiritual  conference."  At  the  same  time,  warning  is  given,  "  that  every  one 
shun  being  tedious  either  in  prayer  or  conference,  that  the  work  be  noi 
made  burdensome  to  any,  for  we  should  consider  one  another's  infinnitie?.'' 
The  intervals  between  prayer  were  spent  in  conversing  on  some  topic  or 
qneetion,  proposed  by  the  member  of  the  society  who  last  led  its  devotions ; 
and  to  prevent  these  conversations  degenerating  into  wrangles  and  vain 
displays  of  theological  skill,  it  is  provided  :  "  1st,  Let  nothing  be  moved 
which  tends  only  to  satisfy  curiosity.  2d,  Let  no  question  bo  proposed 
anent  any  sublime  point  of  divinity  in  which  there  are  great  difficulties, 
such  as  the  decrees,  predestination,  eleetion.  3d,  Be  very  sparing  in  pro- 
posing questions  anent  the  sense  and  interpretation  of  Scriptures,  seeiog 
Christ  hath  set  in  His  Church  pastors  and  doctors,  as  a  distinct  o&ce 
for  interpreting  and  applying  Scripture  to  the  people's  edification.  Lastly, 
Let  nothing  be  proposed  that  may  excite  needless  contentions  and  dehales, 
which  tend  to  the  marring  of  love  and  edification  ;  but  let  such  questions  as 
are  proposed  be  only  anent  practical  cases,  and  about  the  ordering  of  tlie 
conversation,  so  that  the  same  may  be  holy  and  inoffensive,  and  whatever 
may  most  tend  to  the  stirring  up  the  grace  of  God,  the  mortifying  of  co^ 
rupUon,  and  preserving  themselves  and  others  from  snares  and  tentationt." 
Begularity,  not  only  of  attendance  at  the  meetings,  but  in  taking  an  acdfe 
.part  in  their  exercises,  was  required  of  all  the  membOTs  of  the  society. 
"  Every  member  ought  to  make  conscience  of  attending  all  the  diets  of  the 
society,  and  the  hours  of  meeting,  as  precisely  as  possible,  otherwise  lius 
may  dieconrage  the  rest,  and  occasion  the  dissolution  of  the  meeting,  as  Bed 
experience  has  too  often  evidenced ;"  and,  "  Let  as  many  pray  as  eon- 
venientiy  can  i  and  let  every  one  take  his  turn  in  prayer,  without  refusing,  i 
except  there  be  an  urgent  reason,  which  he  is  to  satisfy  the  meeting  sbonl" 
The  subjects  of  prayer  are  such  as  show  that  the  hearts  of  the.men  who 
formed  these  societies  were  not  filled  with  that  ilhheral  kind  of  piety,  Vhidi 
regards  exclusively  personal  religious  interests  and  their  own  salvation,  but 
were  large  enough  to  embrace  the  whole  kingdom  of  God.  The  advance- 
ment of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  the  whole  world  was  the  grand  tbeoie  °f 
their  prayers,  in  which  are  particularized,  1st,  The  conversion  of  Gud's 
ancient  people,  "  that  the  promised  day  of  their  grafting  in  again  might  be 
hastened,  and  that  tbe  dead  weight  of  blood  their  fathers  took  upon  theii- 
Velves  might  be  removed  from  their  children."  3d,  The  enlightenment  ol 
the  heathen,  "  that  the  Lord's  word  might  come  with  power,  to  enligble" 
the  poor  pagan  world  living  in  darkness  without  Christ."  3d,  The  salvi- 
tion  of  Mohammedans,  Konian  Catholics,  Socinians,  etc.,  "  that  the  d«- 
'lusions  of  Mohammed  and  errors  of  Antichrist  may  be  swept  »^J- 
.And,  4lh,  The  revival  of  the  Church,  where  the  truth  is  acknowledged, 
."  that  where  tbe  light  of  God's  written  and  preached  word  shines,  iM«} 
.may  be  enUghtened  thereby,  especially  in  Scotland,  wher^.tnuumerab^ 
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mullltudes  are  perishing  under  the  Goapel ;  for  G-ospel  VBDgeance  is  manl^ 
Told  vengeance. 

The  next  aet  of  rules  ia  that  of  (he  Edinburgh  Praying  Sodely,  dated 
1710,  which  13  followed  hj  those  adopted  by  the  Colinsburgh  meeting  in 
1758.  The  latter  are  the  simplest,  and  best  suited  to  a  8tat«  of  aociety  like 
the  present.  This  society,  however,  waa  not  aimply  an  association  of  church 
meoibera  for  prayer,  aimilar  to  prayer-meetings  now,  but  poaaeased  an 
orgsniration  like  that  of  the  older  societiea,  but  modified  according  to  the 
lirouniatanceB  of  the  time.  Thus,  while  in  days  of  peraecution  great  caution 
was  needful  in  admitting  members,  lest  they  should  become  spies  and  should' 
lielray  the  aociety,  the  modified  rules  discriminate  between  that  atrictness 
'hicli  would  bare  excluded  many  who  might  profit  ^y  Its  exercises,  and 
that  laxity  which  would  have  frustrated  the  end  of  edification.  Rule  dhh 
determines,  "  That,  for  admission  of  any  into  our  society,  we  will  not  be  too 
strict  nor  too  large  ;  not  too  strict  in  excluding  any  in  whom  we  hare  any 
gnod  hopes  of  sincerity  and  real  desire  to  increase  their  knowledge  and 
love,  though  they  may  be  but  weak  in  gifts  (Rom.  liv.  1),  nor  too  large 
in  admitting  auch  as  may  be  either  heretical  in  opinion  (Titus  viii.  10) 
or  inordinate  in  life  (2  Thess.  iii.  6);  and  by  this  rule,  those  that  are  to  be 
iiilmiited  shall  be  voted  by  the  mf^or  part  of  ns."  Provision  ia  also  made 
li>r  prerenting  scandalous  reports,  "  that  whatsoever  is  spoken  amongst  ua, 
t!ie  telling  of  which  may  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  any  one  of  us,  shall  bo 
kept  secret,  upon  pain  of  undergoing  such  censures  as  the  majority  of  the 
t^impany  shaU  think  fit."  A  change  in  the  older  rules,  which  require  each 
nieml>er  in  turn  to  appoint  a  subject  of  conversation,  is  also  introduced  by 
the  appointment  of  a  moderator,  who  should  "  propound  the  question  and 
leatter  of  discourse  the  week  before  it  be  discoursed ;  and  at  every  meeting 
begin  vrith  prayer,  Mid  cloae  with  thanksgiving."  Having  thus  got  an  idea 
or  the  character  of  these  societies,  we  propose  giving  next  month  part  of 
the  correspondence.  J.  C,  J. 
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Of  the  vast  numbers  who  every  summer  white  mantle  that  covered  the  earth. 

Cake  a  holiday  trip  to  the  Continent,  com-  that  we  started  from  Etreeden,  the  capi- 

paratively  few  find  their  way  into  the  tal  of  Saxony,  to  visit  Prague,  the  capi- 

ancient  kingdom  of  Bohemia.     It  in-  tal  of  Bohemia.    Having  just  before  this 

volvEB  a.  longer  journey  than  their  limited  travelled  over  the  great  plain  that  forma 

time  will  allow ;  and  beeides,  most  of  the  Northern  Germany,  it  was  an  agreeable 

pecnliarities  which  are  to  be  met  with  change  to  see  again  the  expressive  fea- 

thwe  may  be  found  in  one  place  or  an-  turea  of  nature's  countenance,  in  rugged 

other  nearer  home.    Still,  thecontempla-  hill  and  lowly  dale,  although  partly  oon- 

tivetraveller,  who  extendflhia  journeyin  cealed,  perhaps  braiutified,  by  the  white 

that  direction,  will  find  much  to  repay  veil   that   covered  them.      The  railway 

his  t«il.    Its  chief  interest  has  a  refer-  passes  for  the  moat  part  along  the  side  of 

ence  to  ages  long  ainoe  passed  away;  yet  the  Elbe,  on  the  left  bank.     On  the  op- 

the  preeent  inhabitants,  and  their  Ian-  po&ite  side  there  wsa  a  continuous  range 

gn^je,  cnstomB,  and  religion,  the  cities  of  riwng  ground,  broken  at  intervals  by 

in  which  they  dwell,   and  the  natural  ravines,    through    which    should    have 

scenery  by  which  they  are  Burroimded,  flowed,    but  for   winter's    stem   hand, 

are  worthy  of  observation.     It  was  to-  dancing  tributaries  to  the  river.     The 

wards  the  end  of  winter,  before  the  mild  rock,  which  had  evidently  been  wrought, 

rnQnenceeof  spring  had  loosed  the  rivers  was  in  horizontal  layers,  and  retained 

frmn  their  icy  thrall,  or  taken  off  the  this  position  unvaried  for  milee.    As  we 


.  ^.oo^Ic 


470  A  VISIT  TO  PEA6UE. 

came  onwards,  the  hiUs  gathered  about  place  in  1383  ;  but  it  was  not  till  tlie 
us  on  all  sides,  until  we  were  fairly  in  year  1729  that  he  wae  enrolled  ameng 
the  midst  of  the  Erzgebirge,  which,  with  the  saints.  The  spot  on  the  bridge  from 
the  Hiesengebirge,  present  a  continuous  which  he  is  said  to  have  been  thrown  is 
chain,  and  form  the  northern  boundary  marked  by  a,  cross  carved  in  the  stone, 
of  Bohemia.  Patches  of  snow  were  to  around  which  are  five  stare,  representing 
be  seen  on  the  more  retiring  parts  of  the  flames.  Such  is  the  current  story ;  bm 
udea,  as  it  were  to  light  up  the  obscurity  there  is  another  version,  which  appean 
which  might  have  rested  there ;  while  more  probable.  According  to  it,  Wen- 
those  places  on  which  the  earth  remained  ceslaus  IV.  having  quarrelled  with  lie 
in  Bpite  of  torrent  and  tempest,  were  Arcbbisbop  of  Prague,  and  finding  that 
adorned  with  an  abundance  of  graceful  the  prelate  was  supported  by  his  vicar- 
flrs.  The  entrance  into  the  Austrian  general,  Johanko  Ton  Poniiib,  threw  lie 
dominions  at  Bodenbach,  brought  to  latter  into  tie  river  from  this  bridge, 
view  one  or  two  peculiaritieB  of  a  strictly  No  particular  attention  seems  to  have 
Boman  Catholic  country.  At  intervals  been  paid  to  this  circumstance  for  aga 
along  the  roads,  and  at  the  bridges,  afterwards,  until  the  desire  to  draw  of! 
crcBsea,  frequently  of  a  very  rustac  de-  popular  attention  from  another  hero  led 
scription,  were  erected,  where  wanderers,  to  its  resuscitation  and  embellishment, 
aa  they  rested  by  the  wayside,  might  pay  John  Hues,  the  celebrated  Bohemian  re- 
their  devotions ;  and  although  supersti-  former,  was  greatly  venerated  by  a  large 
tion  may  be  fostered  by  these,  in  many  portion  of  the  nation ;  and  after  £b 
instances  there  is  no  doubt  sincere  and  martyrdom,  became,  in  popular  Ian- 
hearty  worship  is  offered  up.  gunge  and  estimation,  Saiiit  John  Hns«. 
Prague  is  a  very  old-looking  and  pic-  This  wss  particularly  distasteful  t«  the 
turesque  city,  in  the  centre  of  Bohemia.  Jesuits,  who  were  brought  here  to  prop 
It  is  situate,  as  it  were,  in  a  circular  up  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  when  it 
basin,  through  which  flows  the  Moldau,  appeared  in  a  very  declining  stat« ;  and 
a  very  broad  river,  and  on  all  sides  of  with  the  view  of  counteracting  the  evil 
which  arise  hills  that  are  covered  by  influence,  as  they  deemed  it,  of  the  ge- 
housflB,  palaces,  churches,  and  menu-  Beral  respect  to  his  memory,  set  np  an- 
ments.  On  the  summits  beyond,  sjid  other  £ain' -^oAn  of  a  different  character, 
eitending  completely  round  the  city,  are  to  attract  their  regards,  and  fonnded 
fortifications,  which,  although  not  kept  their  lying  legend  on  the  circumstance 
in  perfect  repair,  might  soon  bo  made  we  have  stated.  With  the  same  eue 
available  in  any  emergency.  The  river  with  which  they  discovered  their  hero, 
divides  the  city  into  two  unequal  parte,  they  were  ableto^Mbit  numerous  relics 
which  are  connected  by  two  bridges,  of  him ;  and  a  poem,  called  the  Ntpu- 
One  is  a  suspension  bridge,  built  twenty  rnuceidon,  was  composed  in  his  honour,  in 

Sears  ago.  The  other  is  very  ancient,  1729,  by  the  Jesuit  Percicua.  He  was 
uilt  of  stone,  and  celebrated  as  the  made  the  patron  saint  of  bridges ;  and 
longest  in  Germany,  being  no  lees  than  bis  statue  may  be  seen  on  other  bridges, 
1350  feet,  and  containing  sixteen  arches,  in  a  similar  position  to  what  it  occupies 
It  was  begun  in  the  year  1358,  and  here.  A  festival  in  memory  of  him  is 
finished  in  1507.  Jt  is  adorned  on  each  celebrated  in  Prague  every  year  at  tliis 
side  by  twenty-eight  statues.  Anior)g  bridge.  It  is  observed  with  great  pomp, 
these  is  a  Etatue  of  St  John  Nepomuk,  It  e3:tends  from  the  16th  to  the  24th  of 
respecting  whom  it  is  related  that  he  May,  and  is  frequented  not  mH'df  by 
was  confessor  to  the  queen  of  WenceBlaos  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  butbypil- 
IV.  ;  that  the  king  demanded  of  him  to  grims  from  great  distances.  A  tempo- 
reveal  certain  secrets  which  had  been  rary  chapel  is  erected  on  the  bridge,  and 
confided  to  him  under  seal  of  confession ;  all  traffic  is  stopped.  It  is  said  that  oni' 
and  on  hia  refusal  to  do  so,  cast  him  into  year,  not  long  since,  there  were  no  fever 
the  river  from  this  bridge.  Soon  after-  than  84,000  people  who  took  part  in  i', 
wards  there  appeared  flames  of  fire  on  and  twenty-four  priests  were  conBtantl; 
the  surface  of^the  water,  which  conti-  eragaged  throughout  the  day  while  the 
nued  until  public  curiosity  was  so  much  festival  lasted,  hearing  conieGeion  and 
excited,  that  the  river  was  dragged,  and  administering  the  sacrament, 
the  body  taken  up  and  decently  interred.  On  another  part  of  the  bridge  there 
This  wonderful  event,  it  is  said,  took  is  a  large  cross  with  a  figure  of  Jesus, 
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ud  many  of  the  people,  m  passing,  salute 
it  by  takioa;  off  theii  hate.  The  other 
statues  ana  monuments  are  all  of  an 
ecckaiaatical  cast,  indicating  very  strong- 
ly the  religious  notions  prevalent  among 
the  people.  The  aspect  of  the  city  from 
here  is  very  striking  and  peculiar ;  in- 
deed, there  is  more  of  picturesque  gran- 
deur than  is  presented  bv  an;  other  city 
of  Germany. 

At  the  time  of  our  visit,  an  equally 
safe,  and  much  more  commodious  hridge, 
was  afforded  hy  the  ioe,  with  which  the 
lirer  was  completely  corered,  to  the 
thickness  of  afoot  and  a  half.  Over  this, 
large  waggons,  drawn  by  two  horses, 
were  freely  driven,  without  perceptibly 
shaking  it ;  and,  from  the  great  numbers 
of  them,  the  surface  of  the  ioe  was 
marked  by  the  wheels  and  the  horses'  feet, 
aad  covered  with  the  dust  and  mud  which 
Ihey  left,  so  that  it  had  exactly  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  macadamized  road.  For 
the  accommodation  of  foot  passengers, 
there  were  numerous  sledges  seated  for 
two,  which  were  drawn  by  men,  and  in 
which,  for  a  trifling  fee,  people  were 
swiftly  conveyed  to  tie  opposite  side. 

There  are  several  islands  in  the  river, 
which  are  much  resorted  to  by  the  inha- 
bitants  in  summer ;  and  there  are  many 
caf^  here,  where  they  epend  their  even- 
ing listfining  to  the  music  of  military 
hasds,  which  are  ahnast  constantly  play* 
ing.  Indeed,  the  Bohemiaos  poseeee  a 
high  chu^acter  as  a  musical  nation ;  and 
iu  almost  eveiT  peasant's  house,  it  is  said, 
there  will  be  found  some  musical  instru- 
ment, and  some  one  capable  of  using  it 
with  effect. 

The  city  contains  a  population  of 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  and 
Qccnpiea  an  area  of  twelve  miles  in  cir- 
cumference. It  is  divided  ioto  five  parts, 
— the  Hradschin  and  KleinseiU,  on  the 
left  bank,  or  west  side  of  the  river ;  and 
on  the  right,  the  Jews'  Town,  surround- 
ing which  is  the  Old  Tuwn;  and  eitend- 
ing  round  both,  the  Neia  Town.  The 
date  of  its  foundation  is  enveloped  in  ob- 
Bcurity,  In  early  times  the  Bohemians 
were  fire- worshippers ;  and  there  are  tra- 
ditions of  their  having  offered  up  vio- 
tima  to  their  divinity,  on  a  hill  called  the 
Laurenaberg,  on  the  left  side  of  the  river ; 
<>hile  a  cit^el  on  the  right  bank  is  said 
to  have  been  the  residence  of  an  Ama- 
^nian  chief  and  prieBtess,  called  Libussa. 
The  KleinseiCe  is  said  to  have  been 
foiuded  early  in  the  eighth  century,  and 


the  Old  Town  towards  the  close  of  it. 
The  Jews,  however,  claim  to  have  been 
settled  here  at  a  mnch  earlier  period. 
They  have  traditions  that  a  colony  of 
them  existed  here  before  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  and  that  they  acted  as 
slave-dealers,  purchasing  captives  taken 
in  the  wars  of  the  barbarians.  There  is 
no  doubt  that,  from  the  earliest  times  of 
its  histoiy,  Jews  were  settled  here ;  and 
it  is  generally  regarded  as  the  oldest,  or 
at  least  one  of  the  oldest,  of  the  Jewish 
settlements  in  Europe.  At  present  tliere 
are  estimated  to  be  about  eight  or  ten 
thousand  of  them.  The  part  of  the  town 
in  which  most  of  them  live  is  certainly 
the  worst,  being  composed  of  long  wind- 
ing lanes,  very  narrow  and  dirty.  They 
have  no  pavement  on  the  sides,  and  no 
room  for  any.  The  population  is  very 
dense,  so  that  the  place  appears  like  a 
rabbit  warren.  The  shops  are  held  chiefly 
by  Jews ;  and  while  they  have  a  sign, 
indicating  their  conunodiliea  to  the  Gen- 
tiles around  them,  whose  patronage  they 
will  not  despise,  they  have  also  a  special 
sign  for  their  Israelitish  brethren,  writ- 
ten in  Hebrew  characters.  The  Jews 
claim  a  very  hoary  antiquity  for  their 
oldest  synagogue,  asserting  it  to  be  no 
less  than  nine  hundred  years  old ;  and  it 
is  sufficiently  dingy  and  crumbling-like 
to  support  such  a  statement.  More  pro-, 
bably,  however,  it  bebnge  to  the  latter 
half  of  the  twelfth  century.  It  is  a  very 
small  aparijnent,  begrimed  with  the  dust 
of  centuries,  and  the  smoke  of  lamps, 
which,  on  occasion  of  certain  festivala, 
bum  for  days  and  nights  together.  It 
is  disturbed  as  little  as  possible,  no  sacri- 
le^oug  cleaning  or  washing  being  allowed 
on  any  pretext,- — a  sanctity  this,  which  is 
perhaps  maintained  all  the  more  easily, 
by  the  absolute  exclusion  of  women  from 
its  hallowed  precincts  ;  and  only  the  re- 
pairs which  arenecessftry  to  keep  it  stand- 
ing are  ever  permitted.  The  books  of  the 
law,  consisting  of  double  rolls  of  parch- 
ments, are  kept  in  a  fire-proof  cabinet, 
which  stands  in  the  place  of  an  altar. 
This  synagogue  is  used  only  on  occasions 
of  special  solemnity,  such  as  on  the  day 
of  atonement,  the  80th  of  September, 
which  is  thebcginning  of  their  year.  The 
women  are  admitted  into  a  separate 
division  of  the  building,  where  they  may 
hear  what  is  going  on  through  little 
openings  in  the  wall,  but  can  neither 
see  what  is  done,  nor  be  seen  themselves. 
The  Jews  have  several  synagogues  and 
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schools  of  their  ovn,  and  bIho  a  town-  acted ;  and  many  large  and  splendid 
hall,  where  their  affairs  are  managed  hj  ibofie  are  seen  as  -we  pass  along  its  streete. 
inagiilrates  choeen  froni  amoog  them-  Among  the  moet  atriking,  are  those  for 
Belvea.  Thej  are  not  now,  as  they  once  the  Bale  of  Bohemian  glass,  which  is  ms- 
were,  restrieted  to  tins  pait  of  the  city ;  niifactured  to  a  Terr  large  extent  in  the 
for  many  of  the  wealtbr  reside  in  ttie  foreets  in  the  south-west  of  Bohemia. 
more  el^ant  -streets.  Yet  the  most  of  There  are  nomeroue  glass-hauBes,  and 
them  are  found  dwdling  together  in  polishing  and  grinding  miSB,  scattered 
their  distinct  quarter,  aa  strangers  in  a  throughout  the  country ;  and  in  these 
strange  land.  Daring  the  course  of  their  between  three  and  four  thousand  familits 
hifitorf,  they  have  suffered  much  perse-  are  employed.  The-raga-boardsonmany 
ontion  at  the  bands  of  almoet  aU  the  shops  are  written  in  the  Bohemian  dia- 
mlers  of  the  kingdom.  Still  they  retain  lect,  as  well  as  in  the  Gennan,  which 
a  certain  independenoe,  which  has  been  may  be  especially  neceteary  for  tbose  who 
confirmed  to  them  by  the  later  Anstrian  come  in  from  the  country.  The  streets 
emperors,  particularly  by  Joseph  11.  In  present  a  very  busy  aspect,  there  being, 
the  centre  of  their  town  is  an  ancient  m  addition  to  the  -usual  crowds  of  pas- 
cemetery,  and  here  their  dust  retains  sengers,  vendors  of  fruit,  biscuits,  and  ' 
that  isolation  which  it  was  their  lot  to  all  sorts  of  portable  goods.  S«ne  of 
experience  during  life.  No  one  has  been  these,  who  sell  articles  in  wire  and  tin,  of 
buried  in  it  during  (he  last  hundred  theirownmanufacttu^,  are  picturesquely 
years.  It  is  a  very  weird-like  place,  dressed,  wearing  a  coarse  felt  hat,  with 
Tomb-stones,  of  patriarchal -like  struc-  a  feather  in  the  side,  a,  loose  longb 
ture,  and  of  ancient  date,  reaching  back  jacket,  a  sash  ronnd  the  waist,  and  bav- 
even  to  six  centuries  ago,  graven  with  ing  sandals  made  of  untanned  Aia, 
deep-cut  Hebrew  letters  or  emblematical  laced  across  their  feet,  and  Dp  past  their 
devices,  are  huddled  together  in  countless  ankles.  They  manifest  some  of  the 
numbers.  Some  ret^n  their  original  gipsy  peculiaritiee  in  their  appeBraace, 
form  and  position ;  but  others  are  broken  their  occupation,  and  the  wandering  life 
and  shaken,  and  aH  are  moss-covered,  which  they  seem  to  lead, 
and  marked  with  the  storms  of  ages ;  The  moet  prospei^ouB  period  of  Pn^e, 
and  in  the  midst  of  t^um  are  some  an-  was  during  the  fourteenth  century,  in 
cient  elder  trees,  gaarled  and  bent,  still  the  reign  of  Charles  IV.  It  was  then 
standing  like  hoary  watchmen,  anxious  the  most  populous  city  in  Germany,  and 
with  the  fears  of  age  for  the  dust  that  the  principal  seat  of  learning,  arts,  and 
was  once  so  dear.  manufactures ;  and  many  monuments 
The  Old  Town,  adjoining  the  Jewish  and  buildings  recall  this.  It  was  he  who 
quarter,  has  a  very  -ancient,  but  much  caused  the  New  Town  to  be  built.  The 
more  respectable  appearance.  The  streets  streets  were  marked  out  under  his  direc- 
are  winding,  and  formed  after  no  gene-  tion,  much -wider  and  more  regnlarthsn 
ral  plan.  They  present  every  variety  of  those  of  the  Old  Town ;  and  great  priri- 
curve,  and  cross  each  other  at  all  imagi-  leges  were  offered  to  private  indimoaU 
nable  angles.  la  consequence  of  tus,  who  ^(nld  boild  houses  in  tbem.  Hie 
there  are  numerous  open  spaces ;  and  in  respect  in  which  his  memory  is  hdd  ia 
the  centre  of  these  are  commonly  foun-  attested  by  two  monuments,  one  of  which 
tains,  or  crosses,  or  monuments  of  soma  was  erected  by  public  subscription  ia 
kind.  The  houses  are  generally  lofty,  1848,  tocommemoratethefivehundredth 
and  exhibit  much  diversity  in  the  style  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  L'ni- 
of  architecture.  Many  of  them  are  highly  versity.  A  bronze  statue  of  him  is  placed 
ornamented,  and  moet  appear  to  belong  on  a  pedestal.  In  the  niches  on  the  aides 
to  a  far  back  age.  Intermingled  with  of  it,  are  figures  representing  the  four 
them  we  meet  with  numerous  churches,  Faculties  of  Theology,  Philosophy,  Law, 
convents,  and  other  edifices  of  consider-  and  Medicine ;  and  in  the  comeiB  sre 
able  magnitude,  all  of  which  remain  as  portrait  statues  of  four  of  the  leading 
witnesses,  to  tell  to  intelligent  inquirers  men  of  his  age,  distinguished  in  tlie 
deeds  of  skill,  and  beueficence,  and  tu-  various  departjuente  of  learning,  sH, 
mult,  and  blood,  which  have  taken  place  statesmanship,  and  war. 
during  the  chequered  and  troubled  His-  The  University  was  fonnded  hy  him 
tory  of  the  city.  It  is  in  this  quarter  in  1348,  after  the  model  of  that  of  Paris, 
that  the  moat  of  the  bufduess  is  trans-  It  was  the  first  t^  the  twenty -four  uiti- 
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verities  thftt  now  flouruh  in  Germany, 
taA  m  an  evidence  of  tiie  liberal  views 
b;  wLicb  he  Wfks  actnated.  From  the 
cdetinty  of  its  teachers,  and  Che  privi- 
l^ea  granted  to  its  students,  it  verj 
xoo  Bttnutted  large  numbers  from  all 
quartera ;  and,  according  to  some  ao- 
maots,  there  were  as  man  j  as  forty  thoU' 
smd  in  attendance  at  one  time.  The 
(dginal  building  does  not  now  remain, 
hiviDg  been  renewed  in  1716,  the  date 
of  the  present  edifice.  It  is  by  no  means 
ranailuble  as  a  building.  The  Univer- 
>tj,  however,  still  holds  a  respectable 
pnsitioa ;  and  in  the  session  of  1663-4, 
Ibere  were  88  teachers  and  1415  stn- 
dentfi.  Only  two  of  the  faonktiee — Law 
sni  Medicine — -meet  in  this  building, 
aUed  the  Carolinvm,  which  is  regarded 
la  impOTly  the  UniTettaty.  The  other 
tm—thoee  of  TheolMfy  and  Philosophy — 
meet  in  a  Jarge  buili&ig,  called  %he  Cle- 
nmd'num,   oriKinally  a  Jesuit  convent, 

'  but  now  Qsed  tor  tlus  pnrpose,  and  also 
ut  seminary,  where  between  200  and 

:  SOO  pupils  are  educated,  under  the  su- 
periotendenoe  of  the  aFchbishop.  The 
I'dveTHity  ponceses  an  int«reat  far  be* 
^d  that  (terived  from  its  present  con- 
liilisn — an  interest  closetj  connected 
vith  the  great  cause  of  the  Reformation, 
It  was  here  where  John  Husa  studied  in 
Ui  youtJi,  and  where  afterwards  he  pro- 
mulgated the  Beformed  doctrines.  He 
HM  bem  in  humble  life,  at  a  place 
called  Hosunecz,  on  the  borders  of  Ba- 

'  ram,  from  which  he  derived  his  name. 
3e  finished  his  studies  at  the  University 
ia  1396,  and  began  to  teach  in  it  in 
1398.  His  t^ents  and  learning  soon 
»ttnicted  attention,  bo  that  in  1400  ho 

I    wia  made  confessor  to  the  Queen  Sophia^ 

I  in  1401  he  was  elected  |>reeident  of  the 
Uieological  faculty;  and  m  the  following 
yair  was  appointed  preacher  in  liie  Beth- 
lehem  Chapel,  close  by,  which  had  been 
MKoted  according  to  the  will  of  two 
veaJihr  citizens,  for  the  purpcae  of 
ptfacbing  the  Gospel  to  the  common 
people  in  their  native  tongue.  He  thus 
pwMseed  opportunities  of  great  influ- 
^,  both  among  the  students  and  the 
atiienB  generally,  of  which  he  eagerly 
^Tailed  himself.  He  was  imbued  with 
opinioDB  in  advance  of  his  time.  There 
li&i  heen  several  earnest  men  before  him 
in  Bohemia,  who  felt  deeply  the  corrup- 
tion -which  had  spread  into  the  Church, 
^  laboured  to  remove  it.  Milicz  of 
^^^maia  had,  by  his  zealous  labours, 


wrought  a  great  reformation  in  the 
mora^  of  some  classes  of  the  community. 
Conrad  of  Waldhausen  had  been  even 
more  distingni^ed  as  a  preacher,  and  en- 
Joyed  so  great  popularity,  that  even  the 
Jews  flocked  to  hear  him  in  great  num- 
bers. He  reproved  the  mercenary  spirit 
which  was  shown  by  the  Church  in  bar- 
tering away  its  blessings  for  money,  and 
unvfflled  the  corruption  which  lurked 
beneath  the  bosstea  poverty  and  aua- 
terity  of  the  TOonks.  He  had,  in  conse- 
quence, been  arraigned  for  beretrf  by  the 
Dominicans  and  Franciscans,  but  was 
left  to  pursue  his  work  in  peace  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  in  1369.  Mat- 
thias of  Janow  had  done  much  as  a  theo- 
logian to  roBSe  the  people  to  think  for 
themselves  on  the  great  subjects  of  reli- 
gion ;  and  the  result  of  his  writings  was 
manifested  long  after  he  himself  bad 
passed  away.  With  the  spirit  of  such 
men  Huss  deeply  sympathized  ;  and  he 
entered  on  the  labours  which  they  bad 
left  unfinished.  He  received  an  addi- 
tional im^lse  in  the  same  direction  from 
the  writingB  of  oitf  great  English  re- 
former, WickMe.  At  this  period  there 
was  a  close  connection  between  England 
and  Bohemia.  Richard  H.  of  Enghind, 
who  now  occupied  the  throne,  had  mar- 
ried Anne,  t]ie  sister  of  Wenceslans,  king 
of  Bohemia ;  and,  in  consequence,  much 
intercourse  was  carried  on  between  the 
two  countries.  The  fame  of  the  Univer- 
sity, too,  which  vied  with  the  other  two 
great  Universities  of  the  time,  Oxford 
and  Paris,  brought  many  students  from 
Oxford  to  Prague,  and  from  Prague  to 
Oxford.  The  writings  of  Wickliffe,  ac- 
cordingly, were  freely  circulated  in  Bo- 
hemia, and  not  only  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion on  the  mind  of  Huss  himself,  but 
were  the  occasion,  very  soon  after  this, 
of  bringing  about  a  cnsis,  of  which  the 
effects  continued  during  many  years. 
Huss  did  not  adopt  his  views  to  the  full 
extent,  yet  he  agreed  with  tiem  on  many 
points.  He  tells  us,  he  was  drawn  to- 
wards his  writings  rapecially  "  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  strove  to  bring  all 
men  to  Christ."  In  such  a  frame  of 
mind,  and  enjoying  such  opportunities 
sa  he  did,  he  could  not  be  silent  respect- 
ing the  gross  abuses  in  the  Church.  He 
boldly  preached  against  the  immoralities 
of  the  people  ;  and,  ss  usually  happens 
with  all  such  bold  and  faithful  preachers, 
however  strange  it  may  appear  at  first 
sight,  was  greatly  popular.    Multitudes 
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crowded  to  hear  hiii  earnest  reproviuff  of  triumphed  over  his  opponentB.    He  had, 

their  own  vicee;  and  even  thearchbi^op  however,  excited  the  displeasure  of  tk 

&nd  clergy  looked  upon  his  labours  witli  citizens,  in  occaaouing  we  withdrawal 

rovaL    But  iloBB  waa  not  bUud  to  of  so  m&ny  from  the  city,  and  the  ka 

faulta  which  abounded  among  the  of  Bomuchbuainees.  Thehoetilityof  tit 

clergy  as  well  as  the  people,  nor  back-  Archbishop,  too,  was  greatly  iucreatd 

wara  to  expose  and  reprove  tbeoi ;  and  by  the  side  which  Hues  soon  after  tUt 

when  he  attacked  their  character,  and  eepoused  in  the  contest  of    the  lifil 

in  consequence  threatened  their  worldly  cltumanis  for  the  popedom ;  and  he  tak 

interests,  they  at  once  rose  up  agaiost  active  meaauree  to  uiow  it.     In  1410  be 

him.    The  old  spirit  of  the  crafliuaea  of  obtained  from  the  Fope  authority  h)  pro- 

Ephesos  soon  filled  them  with  a  pious  hibit  preaching  in  private  chapelB,  and 

hatred  of  auch  a  disturber,  and  in  one  to  bum  the  writinga  ot  Wickliffe.    As 

way  or  other  they  must  put  him  down.  Busa  peiHiat«d  in  preochinc  in  defiance 

This  waa  not  such  an  easy  matter  ;  for  of  this  order,   the  Archbishop  accuaeii 

HueB  enjoyed  the  close  friendahip  and  him  to  the  Pope  of  heresy.     He  hdi 

protection  of  the  King,   A  circumstance  summoned  to  anslrer  this  charge  ;  mi 

that  soon  occurred   in   the  University,  on  his  refuaal  to  appear,  waa  excommu- 

however,    helped    to  bring  about  tie  nicated.     The  eentence,  however,  was 

wiahed- for  consummation.  Boon  recalled,   and  again  pronounced; 

The  writings  of   Wickliffe  were   not  and  at  length   Hubs  left  Prague,   ami 

wholly  theological.    They  advocated  the  went  to  his  native  village,  in  1413.    In 

philoBophical  doctrine  of  Realism,  which  the  following  year  he  waa  summoned  to 

was  greatly  in  favour  with  the  Bohemian  appear  before  the  Council  of  Constante. 

st-udenta  and  teachers,  and  which  per-  He  readily  obeyed  the  sammona,  bearing 

haps  led  them  all  the  more  readily  to  with  him  the  safe-conduct  of  the  Eta' 

receive  with  approval  hia  religioua  opi-  peror,  according  to  which  he  should  be 

nions.    The  majority  of  Germans,  on  the  allowed  to  return  home  again,  whatever 

other  hand,  held  the  opposite  doctrine  of  might  be  the  decision  of  the  Council. 

Nominaliem,  and  strongly  opposed  also  The  Emperor,  however,  basely  desertsd 

hia  religious  views.    Certain  propositions  him  ;  and  after  the  mockery  of  a  trial, 

taken  from  his  works  were  brought  up  he  was  condemned  to  the  fiames,  on  the 

for  consideration  before  the  University  6th  July  1415.    His  intimate  friend  and 

in  1403 ;  and  the  majority,  according  to  fellow- reformer,  Jerome,  who  had  fol- 

the  system  of  voting  which   then   ob-  lowed  him  to  the  scene  of  trial,  waa  im- 

tained,  decided  against  them  as  hereti-  mediately  seized,  and  condemned  to  the 

cal.     The  Pope  soon  afterwards  issued  a  same  fate.     This  caused  the  greatest  ei- 

bull,  directing  the  Archbishop  to  take  citanent   among   the   Bohemians,   nho 

measures  to  sappieaa  this  heresy ;  and  ho  in  general  regarded  them  with  venera- 

accordingly  banished  or  committed  to  the  tion,   and  followed  their  opinioiiB.    It 

flames  some  who  would  not  recant.   This  led  to  civil  strife,  which  continued  many 

roused   the   indignation   of    Uuss,    and  years,  shedding  much  blood,  and  writing 

brought  bira  into  conflict  with  the  Arch-  its  history,  which  in  many  caaes  mij 

bishop.     Other  drcumetances  that  soon  still  betraced,  in  the  defacement  andde- 

occurred,  increased  their  mutual  oppoei-  atiuction  of  many  of  the  buildings  of  the 

tion.     A  change  in  the  manner  of  vot-  city. 

iug  in  the  Uniretsity,  which  the  in-  The  first  general  riaiDg  of  the  HoaaitK 

fluence  of  Euss  with  the  King  was  in-  took  place  in  1419,  uuder  the  leadership 

Gtmmentat    in    procuring,    gave  great  of  Ziaka,  an  able  general.     He  encwn- 

offence  to  vast  numbers  of  the  Btudenla;  tered  the  Emperor  Sigismund,  at  the 

and  from  five  to  twenty-five  thousand  of  head  of  hia  troops,  nmnbering  150,'X)0. 

them,    according  to  the  different  ac-  on  the  heights,  a  little  to  the  east  of  the 

counts,   left  Prague,    scattered   every-  city,  and  totally  routed  them.    An  inci- 

where  the  report  of  the  heresy  of  the  dent  which  took  place  ^bout  this  time,  ia 

Bohemiana,    and   at    length   were    the  brought  to  our  remembrance  when  w* 

means  of  founding  the  Universitiea  of  viait  the  Council-house  of  the  Old  Town. 

Heiddberg  and   Leipaic.      Hues,   after  The   present  building  contains  only  a 

their  departure,  was  appointed  rector  of  small  part  of  the  original  edifice,  whiw 

the  University ;  and  still  enjoying  the  waa  built  about  the  year  1400,  namely, 

friendship  of  the  King,  aj^>eared  to  have  the  tower ;  yet  it  is  sufficient  to  sagged 
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numerous  associatioiw,  which  have  ga-  mnsenm  of  Bohemian  autiqaitiea,  oon- 
ttered  round  it  during  the  long  and  tainiug  specimens,  aafficiently  rough  and 
eteatful  hiatoiy  of  the  city.  Aa  the  terrible,  of  the  weApons  used  by  the 
urmies  of  the  Hussitea  were  marchiDgp  troops  of  Ziska ;  and  a  library,  contain- 
pul  this  place,  a  stone  was  thrown  at  ing  very  early  editions  of  the  Scripturee 
them  from  the  window.  Immediately  in  the  Bohemian  tongue  (no  less  tiian 
.mnltltuesof  turned  men,  filled  with  rage,  seven  tnmBktions  having  been  mads  into 
rushed  into  the  building,  seized  thirteen  this  dialect  before  the  appearance  of 
Gsmian  eouncillorB,  and  threw  them  out  Luther's  version  in  German),  the  atito- 
nf  the  window,  upon  tlie  pikes  of  those  graph  challenge  wbicb  Hobs  posted  on 
kkiv,  where  they  were  soon  slaughtered,  the  gate  of  the  University,  offering  to 
Socii  distorbancea  continued  through-  discuss  publicly  the  articles  of  his  be- 
out  the  land,  till  they  succeeded,  In  1435,  lief,  and  an  autograph  letter  of  Ziska. 
in  obtaining  liberty  to  hold  their  opi-  On  the  oppomte  side  of  the  river,  in  the 
nioiis,  and  tbe  right  to  administer  the  Kleinaeite,  stands  the  magnificent  palace 
wp  to  the  laity  in  the  Lord's  Supper,  of  Walleaist«iTi,  tiie  chirat  genem  who 
In  the  enjoyment  of  t^ese  privileges  they  fought  against  the  Husaites.  In  the 
reauined  unmolested,  until  the  year  Hradtehin  is  the  castle  or  palace,  con- 
lt>lS,  when  they  refused  to  acknowledge  taining  440  apartments,  where  for  cen- 
I'erdiaand  II.  as  king.  The  commis-  tnries  the  kings  of  Bohemia  lived  in 
iioBHs  who  had  come  from  the  Emperor  state.  There  are  some  very  deep  dun- 
Id  negotiate  the  matter,  were  tossed  out  geona  here,  in  which  prisoners  were  en- 
f>i  the  window  of  the  grand  chamber  of  tombed  alive ;  and  in  one  of  the  towers 
the  palace ;  and  this  led  to  one  of  the  of  the  castJe,  the  Iron  Maiden  ia  aaid  to 
tnoBt  savage  and  destructive  wars  which  have  been  used, — an  instrument  of  the 
sre  on  record — &e  celebrated  Tkirh;  figure  of  a  woman,  so  constructed,  that 
years'  War,  They  were  totally  defeated  when  a  prisoner  was  placed  within  its 
itheWeissenberg,  near  Pr^e, in  1620;  arms,  it  dasped  upon  him  and  killed  him 
and  altiiougb  the  war  continued  long  in  its  embrace.  The  Cathedral  of  St 
alterwards,  yet  from  this  event  we  may  Vitus,  next  to  it,  beaia  the  marks  of 
iiie  the  crushing  of  Protestautism  and  violence,  received  during  the  Hussite 
o(  true  reUgion,  until  its  appointed  time  troubles,  and  also  in  more  recent  tunes, 
rf  liberty  and  triumph,  imder  tie  leader-  It  contains  the  shrine  of  St  John  Nepo- 
Ehipof  Luth^.  muk,  y/here  it  is  said  the  body  of  the 
ll  would  lead  us  far  beyond  our  pre-  saint  is  preserved  iu  a  crystal  cofBn,  en- 
Bcribed  limits  to  attempt  to  deacribe  closed  in  one  of  silver.  The  whole  weight 
eren  the  principal  of  the  palaces,  con-  of  silver  used  in  the  shrine  is  estimated 
yents,  churches,  and  other  public  build-  to  amount  to  thirty-seven  hundred- 
inga,  that  crowd  this  interesting  city,  weight.  These,  and  many  other  objects, 
lliey  are  well  worthy,  however,  of  tie  are  worthy  of  more  detailed  notice  than 
stranger's  attention  ;  and  as  he  passes  we  can  now  afford, 
'rom  one  to  another,  he  will  meet  witii  The  chief  interest  which  we,  as  Pro- 
"jstty  objects  that  recall  strange  and  stir-  ttstants,  feel  in  this  city,  is  derived  from 
R9g  incidents.  Opposite  the  Council-  its  being  the  scene  where  Hues  and  Je- 
nouae,  to  which  we  have  alluded,  stands  rome  brought  to  a  climaic,  though  unsuo- 
Me  Theinkirche,  a  Gothic  church,  built  cessf  ully,  the  second  grand  revolt  against 
in  U07,  where  the  prelate,  John  of  the  authority  of  the  Church  of  Kome. 
Myzan,  long  preached  the  doctrines  of  In  the  south  of  France,  the  Albigensian 
HosB,  and  where  his  body  was  buried,  heresy,  as  it  was  called,  which  sprung  up 
tat  from  which  it  was  again  taken  and  in  the  13th  century,  had  been  rooted  out 
wmed  in  1622.  There  is  also  here  the  by  fire  and  sword,  with  cireumstances  of 
grave  and  monument  of  the  celebrated  awful  atrocity ;  and  again  that  corrupt 
Danish  astronomer,  Tyoho  Brahe,  who  but  wily  Church  strengthened  iteelf,  and 
settled  in  Prague,  on  the  invitation  of  seemed  to  hold  undisturbed  sway  over 
we  Emperor  Rudolph  IL  In  the  New  the  persons  and  consciences  of  men.  So 
lown  there  is  a  Council-house,  from  the  it  continued  for  a  century  and  a  half. 
"ittdowH  of  wluch,  on  two  occasions,  the  But  a  second  time  truth  struggled  to  be 
[naglatrateswere  thrown,  in  "  Bohemian  free.  In  England,  Wiokliffe  boldly  pro- 
fBahion,"  by  the  enraged  populace.  In  tested  against  the  abuaes  which  existed 
the  Ntstitz  Palace,  near  by,  there  is  a  in  the  Church,  preached  faithfully  the 


THE  LATE  BEV.  DB  HENBY  THOMSON  OF  PENRITH. 


ingmsbed  in  blood, 

tongue,  gave  the  people  an  opportanity  m jgterioiis  such  a  diepeiiKatioit  appetn  • 

of  leoming  its  precious  trutlia  tor  them'  to  ub  ;  yet  the  struggle  was  not  in  Tiio, 

selves.    Man]'  received  these  with  glad-  if  the  ezamplee  of  heroism  -which  it  pt- 

ne«e,  and  shooi  off  the  grievous  yoke  of  sented  nerved  the  BUpportera  of  lie 

Rome.     Hie  influence  soon  extended  to  truth  in  after-timeg  to  continue  sted&O,. 

Bohemia;  and  the  same  movement  which  Whatever  cloud  may  hang  around  Uml 

had  begun  in  England,  was  continued  the  bright  display  of  heroic  faith  vbicli 

here.    Rome  was  alive  to  its  danger,  and  thfy  afforded,  should  make  us  honoor 

Struggled  h&rd  for  its  supremacy.      In  their  name,   and  revere   the  canae  for 

both  countries  the  truth  was  in  deadly  which  they  fought.    The  battle  of  imt- 

conflict  with  error.    Bnt  the  powers  of  dom  is  one ;  and  tie  heroes  who  fell  in 

darkness  once  more  triuni^ed.   In  Eng-  the  beginning  of  the  strife,  areeqniUir 

land,  the  LoUwis,  as  WicliliSe's  fol-  worthy  of  honour  with  those  w1k>  if- 

lowers  were  called,  were  persecuted  and  peared  in  tlie  hour  of  victory. 
destroyed  with  mercilees  severity ;  and  J.  C. 

in  Bohemia  too,  aStei  a  long  and  deter* 
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The  name  of  Dr  Thomson  recently  ap-  by  the  uiother'sside,  was  amongthefint   : 

peared  in  our  obituary ;  and  our  r^em  f  ollowere  of  the  four  geceding  brethren  ic 

will  naturally  expect  some  brief  memo-  whom  our  Chorch  looks  as  her  foooderE. 

rial  in  these  pages  of  one  who  so  long  Heresidedin  St  Andrews;  and,  at&tinK 

adorned  the  pastorate,  and  whose  works  when  no  congregation  of  the  Secession 

still  Burrive  to  adorn  the  literature  of  the  existed  nearer  him,  was  in  the  habit  of 

United  Presbyterian  Church.  regularly  travelling  to  Abernethy,  that 

Dr  Thomson,  at  the  time  of  bk  death,  he   might  enjoy  the  ministrationt  c( 

was  one  of  the  oldest  ministers  of  our  "Culfargie,"  as  Moncrieff  was  familial; 

Synod.    He  was  bom  at  Musselburgh,  deognated.    Itisint«re8ting  to  thinkol 

on  the  10th  of  Jnne  1773,  and  died  at  the  devout  and  sturdy  old  Seeeder— s 

Penrith,  on  the  5th  of  the  same  month  type  of  many  in  those  days — rising  wilb 

in  the  present  year.    He  was  thus  within  the  lark  on  Sabtnth  mornings,  l^iisf 

a  tew  days  of  being  eighty-eight  years  behind  him  the  grey  towers  of  Old  Si 

old.     The  greater  part  of  this  long  life  Andrews,  joining  company  with  othen 

was  spent  in  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  of    kindred  spirit,   and,   beguiling  tl» 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1796,  and  way  withsavoury  disconrse,  crossingtk 

ordwned  at  Penrith  in  1799.     During  bleak  Fife  uplands,   and  comine  down 

the  whole  of  the  lengthened  period  that  upon  the  valley  of  the  Tay  as  the  belb 

intervened  between  these  dates  and  the  were  ringing,  and  the  cottars  of  Abtr- 

time  of  his  death,  he  was  enabled  with  nethy  were  assembling  in  their  Hmple 

wonderful  regularity  to  prosecute   the  meeting-house;  and  then,  when  "Cul- 

labours  of  an  afsiduous  paattfrate.     Till  fargie's"  long   and   earnest,   clear  ani 

yery  recraitly  he  was  still  able  to  preach ;  forcible  discourses  had  been  heard  to 

and  his  mental  faculties  continued  un-  amen,  returning  the  same  weary  v^t 

impured  till  the  very  last.  again,  but  with  a  feeling  of  Batisfaction. 

Dr  Thomson  regarded  with  a  just  pride  and  a  spiritual  joy  and  elevation,  that 

a  lineage  which  connected  him  with  the  rendered  the  Sabbath  so  spent  no  wcvi' 

earliest  days  of   Scottish  Dissent,   and  ness  or  toil,  but  a  day  of  purest  refreeh- 

with  ikames  which  shall  ever  be  house-  ment  and  holiest  invigoration.    Nor  on 

hold  words  in  our  ecclesiastical  annals,  we  doubt  that  other  centres  of  the  b«1 

The  Thomsons  were,   in   the  middle  of  that  was  gathering  strength  everywhere, 

last  century,  a  Fifeahire  family,  whose  though  also  everywhere  spoken  agiinEl. 

anocstors,  at  a  still  earlier  period,  had  would    be  occasionally   visited  by  ilr 

suffered    severely   in    the    persecutions  Thomson.     The  Brae  at  Orwell,  we  oisr 

which  {receded  the  Revolution.    Henry  imagine,  where  the  saintly  Mair  d"- 

""        DO,  the  grandfather  of  the  Doctor  coursed  to  enraptured  t' 
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DUDfennline,  vhere  Ralph  Enikiiieex-  ertickliiig  haid  for  thdr  littie  shibbotetha, 
erted  so  powerful  an  attraction,  and  just  aa  we  are  now  doing  for  oqtb,  but 
Perth,  and  KiDclaveu,  and  BurntieUnd,  contributing  in  a  darkling  wa;  tj)  help 
mid  even  StirJing,  would  be  often  re-  the  Church  forward  to  the  more  corn- 
sorted  to  on  those  great  Bacramental  prebensire  platforms  of  ooming  timee. 
occasions,  when  txutb  wae  spoken,  and  In  tlia  midat  of  the  contention,  setUe- 
3tiinu]uB  imparted,  which  went  fai  and  ments  in  the  ministry  were  rather  hin- 
wide  over  the  land.  dered ;  and  Dr  Thomson,  after  exercising 

This  grandfather' of  Dr  Thomson  was  his  gifts  as  occasion  offered  for  more 

instnunental,  along  with  Mr  William  than  two  years,  and  seeing  no  prospect 

Husband,  father  of  the  well-known  Dr  of  speedily  obtuning  a  permanent  sphere 

Husband  of  Dunfermline,  in  forming  £lie  of  usefulness,  betook  himself  to  London. 

Secession  congregation  of  St  Andrews.  Here  he  engaged  himself  as  a  tutor,  tiret 

His  elder  brother,  John  Thomson,  mi-  at  a  public  school  at  Eltham  in  Kent, 

grated  from  Fife  to  Humelbnrgh.     The  and  subsequently  in  the  academy  of  the 

daughter  and  only  child  of  John  became  Her.  Dr  Bobert  Thomson  of  Kensington, 

(he  wife  of  John  Brown  of  Haddington,  the  patron  of  Walker  of  the  "  Pronounc- 

nai  so   the  mother  of  the   Browns  of  ing  Dictionary."   Young  Thomson's  pro - 

Whitburn  and  Inverkeithlng,   and  the  ficiency  in  classical  scholorHhip,  as  well 

grandmother  of  our  lat«  revered  profes-  as  his  methodical  activity  and  gentle- 

Bor,  Dr  John  Brown  of  Broughton  Place,  manly  bearing,  rendered  him  admirably 

Of   the   earlier  life  of   m  Thomson,  qualified  for  &e  duties  of  this  position  ; 

odIj  the  most  meagreoutlineeare  known,  and  so  here  herranained  till  July  1799, 

He  went  to  the  Orammar  School  of  Mus-  when  he  was  invited  to  become  the  paa- 

^burgh  in  his  ninth  year,   where  he  tor  of  the  congregation  in  Penrith,  over 

made  exceUrait  progress,  under  the  able  which  he  presided  during  ihe  rest  of  bis 

tuition  of  Mr  John  Hurray.     At  four-  long  and  uaeful  bfe. 

leen  he  was  entered  as  a  stodent  at  St  The   Presbyterian   cause   in    Penrith 

Andrews.     On  completing  his  curricu-  dates  from  the  Revolution,  but  at  the 

liun,  he  was  tempted  to  interrupt  his  close  of  the  last  century  had  fallen  sadly 

piepaiation  for  the  ministry  by  the  offer  into  decay.     Happening  to  be  visited  t^ 

of  an  eligible  tutorship  in  a  family  of  the  late  Rev.  George  Henderson  of  Lau- 

note, — on   oSw,    however,    which    he  der,  to  wh<Hn  the  gifts  and  ocquirementa 

deemed  it  right  to  decline.     In  1791  he  of  his  young  friend,  Henry  Thomson, 

went  to  Selkirk,  where  for  the  usual  were  well  km>wn,  as  wdl  as  his  special 

period  he  studied   tbeology  under  the  adaptation  to  an   English   charge,  the 

learned  and  venerable  Lawson.    In  oom-  congregation  was  advised  to  send  for  Mr 

men  with  all  who  were  under  the  instruc-  Thomson  and  make  trial  of   his  gifts, 

lion  of    that    singularly   amiable    and  They  did  so ;  and  after  a  fen  days'  hear- 

scholarly  professor,  and  whose  student-  ing,  they  presented  him  with  a  cordial 

life  included  a  Hall  course  spent  amid  and  nnanimous  call.     On  the  18th  De- 

thewnplicity  and  seclusion  of  the  pretty  cember  1799,  the  ordination  took  place, 

country  town   where   his   classes   were  under    the    auapices    of   the   Associate 

conducted,  Dr  Thomson  always  retained  Presbytery  of  Selkirk,  the  Rev.  Peter 

a  rivid  and  happy  recollection  of  this  Young,  late  of  Jedburgh,  presiding, 

portion  of  his  prflpamtory  career.    Dur-  Dr  Thomson's  subsequent  life  presents 

ing  the  intervftia  between  the  sessionB  of  no  outstanding  incident  oi  any  publio 

the  Hall,  he  taught  a  school  at  Easter  importance,  iinlen  it  be  in  connection 

Anstruther,  in  tlfe,  where  his  conduct  with  the  proimneiit  part  he  took  in  de- 

and  services  were  so  approved,  that,  on  fending  tie  interest  of  the  English  Fres-. 

kis  Tetirement  from  the  situation,  on  the  j^terions  in  the  funds  of  Lady  Hewley's 

ere  of  being  Uc^ised  to  preach,  he  was  Trust.     During  the  litigation  on  that 

presented  with  a  bargees  ticket.  question,  Dr  Thomson  was  most  active, 

Dr  Thomson  became  a  preacher  and  travelling  several  times  to  London  in 

probationer  in  connection  with  the  Aa-  connection  with  the  suit,  and  ahowing 

Bociate  Synod,  or  Burgher  branch  of  the  a  mastery  ot  the  nice  points  of  law  iii- 

Sece«alon,in.l795,     This  portion  of  the  volved  which  commanded  general  admi- 

Church  was   then   much   disturbed   by  ration,  and  contributed  not  a  little  to 

Qaestions  FcgsrdiDg  the  formula  for  or-  the  successful  issue  of  the  plea.    For  the 

uination,  the  good  men  of  those  days  rest,  his  days  were  passed  in  tiie  qnieti 
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but  assiduous  labours  of  hu  ministry ;  five  cbiMren,  of  vhom  i^e  died  in  in> 

in  the  education  for  a  time  of  a  niunber  fancy,  ajid  tlie  rest  after  they  had  Teached 

of  youths  who  were   entrusted   to   his  man's  and  woman's  estate,  as  is  tomi- 

care,  and  to  whom  he  proved  at  once  a  ingly  related  on  the  family  graratine 

wise  preceptor  and  a  considerate  friend;  in  the  old  churchyard  at  Penrith.  Hii 

andin  the  cnltivation  of  a  literary  taste,  secondwifeTiredeceasedhim,a8well«ib 

with  which  he  was  early  imbued,  and  first ;  and  his  closing  days  would  hin 

which  contipned  to  distinguish  him  to  been  domestically  cheerless,  but  for  tin 

extreme  old  age.  kind  soUdtude  of  an  affectionate  niue. 

The  literary  productions  which  Dr  Dr  Thomson  toot  the  degree  of  Msattr 
Thomson  has  given  to  the  world  from  of  Arts  in  1799.  He  received  his  Doc- 
time  to  time,  amply  vindicate  his  claim  torship  in  Divinity  from  the  Univemtj 
to  a  place  of  honour  among  the  religious  of  Edinburgh  in  ISll,  being  one  ot  tit 
writers  of  his  age,  and  to  t^e  special  earliest  Dissenters  upon  whom  that  dii- 
gratitude  of  that  portion  ot  the  Church  tinction  was  confeired.  He  was  in- 
to which  he  immediately  belonged.  So  debted  on  this  occasion,  he  rejoiced  to 
early  as  the  year  1816,  he  published  a  acknowledge,  U>  the  influence  of  his 
trtu^lation  of  a  French  treatise  on  the  friend  Dn^ld  Stewart,  and  to  that  (A 
Evidences  of  the  IVath  of  tie  Gospel,  Sir  Henry  Well  wood  Moncreiff.  In  his 
by  Duvoisin,  Bishop  of  Nantee.  I'his  closing  years  he  was  gratified  }yy  being 
was  a  work  of  importance  in  its  day,  chosen,  as  he  himself  put  it,  "■  Prtmari*! 
and  its  author  is  said  to  have  been  a  Emerilus  "  of  tlie  United  FresbyteriaD 
favourite  of  the  £Tst  Napoleon.  Di  Church,  with  a  salary  of  L.60  a  year. 
Thomson's  translation  is  acknowledged  In  other  words,  the  Synod  testified  its 
to  be  elegant,  scholarly,  and  correct,  seneeof  hisworthanditesympathy  with 
In  1822  he  ieeued  a  volume  of  Discourses  his  iniirauty  and  age  by  electing  htm  the 
on  select  passages  from  the  first  seven  first  annuitant  under  the  Testimonial 
chapters  of  the  Acts;  and  in  1839,  a  Fund,  so  generously  founded  by  the  lat« 
CoUeotion  of  Sacramental  Addresses.  Dr  Brown  on  the  occasion  of  his  jubilee. 
Only  last  year,  as  we  had  occasion  then  Dr  Thomson  was  a  man  rather  of  superioc 
to  notice,  this  laet  voliune  was  followed  intellectual  culture  than  of  great  natural 
up  by  the  "Communicant's  Manual,"  a  endowment,  yet  Ma  original  talents  were 
work  of  much  scriptural  research,  power  considerable.  He  possessed  a  sharp. 
of  dealing  with  conscience,  and  practical  vigorous,  and  well-balauced  mind,  vith- 
value.  These,  with  an  occasional  ser-  out  being  either  subtle  or  profonnd, 
mon  or  ordination  charge,  constitute  the  He  was  more  matter-of-fact,  too,  thao 
bulk  of  Dr  Thomson's  published  writ-  imaginative,  and  more  lo^cal  than  emo- 
ings;  and  though  they  are  apt  to  be  tional.  What  chiefly  distingnished  hia 
displaced  by  the  swarm  of  crude  publi-  was  a  kind  of,  menti  grace,  agility,  aid 
cabong,  wmch  are  the  plague  of  an  age  neatness.  Whatever  he  knew,  he  kite* 
ia  viach ■the  " cacoetheg icnbejidi'"  aeenia  accurately;  whatever  he  said,  he  did 
to  have  become  epidemic,  their  solid  gracefully;  and  a  blunder  or  a  idovenK- 
worth  will  continue  to  be  acknowledged  ness  was  in  his  eyes  little  better  than  i 
by  those  who  prefer  plain  thoughts  to  sin.  EUgartce  is  the  word  which  at  once 
the  grandest  ravings,  and  pure  English  comes  to  the  pen  when  one  would  de- 
to  the  "  sensation  "  writing  which  is  the  scribe  his  sermons  oi*  pnblicatioDe,  in 
disgrace  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  re-  regard  to  their  literary  stjle.  'ihtj 
ligioua  press.  were  all  polished  to  a  fanh,  and  done  u> 

We  may  not  intrude  into  Dr  Thorn-  a  smootliness  that  renders  them  ](B 
son's  domestic  history,  with  all  the  catching  to  the  reader's  mind  thsn  tbey 
"hope  and  heartbreak"  by  which,  like  might  have  been  with  a  little  moietn 
other  family  histories,  it  was  bo  strangely  the  roughnees  of  the  inteUectual  qnartj 
chequered.  He  was  twice  married;  first,  about  them.  Bnt  they  are  clear,  cen- 
to Miss  Charlotte  Brisbane,  daughter  of  secutive,  and  accniate,  bearing  marb  at 
Captain  Brisbane,  of  the  firisbanes  of  once  of  patient  thinking  and  of  careful 
A^shire,  and  niece  to  the  late  Lady  compodtion. 

Maxwell  of  Pollock ;  and  afterwards  to  Dr  Thomson  was  such  a  preacher,  at 

Hiss  Catherine  Fair,  daughter  of  James  this   account  of    his  mentu    chancier 

Fair,  Esq.,  agent  for  the  Bold  estate,  would  lead  one  to  anticipate.    Einer- 

near  LiverpooL    His  first  wife  bore  him  mons  were  admirably  arranged,  neatlj 
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eipttned,  and  gTacefnllf  delivered ;  what  hie  wajH,  he  was  not  commimic&tiTe  on 

they  ■wBiited,pMiape,waH  more  warmth,  the  subject  ot  his  own  religioua  experi- 

emotion,  Hie.     But  thia  was  not  in  his  ence;  but  bia  whole  bearing,  converBft- 

temperament ;    and,   therefore,   he   wae  tion,  and  life,  were  thoee  of  a  man  who 

ntlier  inatmctiTe  and  convincing  as  a  walked  in  the  fear  of  God.    His  religion 

Ciller,  than  Touaing  or  impressive,  was  more  profound  than  demongtrative 
one,  however,  could  present  the  — more  a  matter  of  conviction  and  faith 
great  truths  of  the  G<spel  more  iucidlT  than  of  sentiment  and  emotion.  Yet  it 
than  he;  and  hi  e^ibit«d,  too,  a  breadth  was  evidently  pervaBive  of  his  whole 
of  doctiinal  view,  and  a  power  of  pre-  nature ;  ita  air  was  about  him  wherever 
anting  truths  In  their  mutual  relations,  he  went,  and  it  influenced  all  bis  habits, 
and  in  their  practical  bearings,  that  must  In  external  appearance,  especially  in 
tive  made  him,  in  his  beet  days,  a  re-  latM  life,  Dr  Thomson  was  the  very  ideal 
ligioQB  teacher  of  no  ordinary  stamp.  It  of  an  ancient  Christian  gentlenian.  Some- 
must  be  said,  also,  that  his  pulpit  mini-  what  under  the  middle  height,  of  sh^t 
stiations  were  always  plentifully  scrip-  and  graceful  figure,  the  head  and  face 
tir&l,-^iot,  as  Bome  sermons  are,  with  delicately  moulded,  the  thin  hairs  sUvery 
Imnm  of  the  sacred  text  cast  in  irrere-  white,  the  whole  personal  appointments 
ready  as  mere  make-we^fht,  but  with  faultless— from  the  snowy  cravat  down 
these  happy  quotations  that  tip  the  to  the  trim  legs  encased  in  invariable 
thooght  with  light  from  heaven,  and  tights  and  silk  stockings,  and  the  ringed 
ronnd  off  the  period  with  a  hearenly  hands  of  lady-like  purity  and  softness — 
iiea,atj.  •  he  was  such  a  picture  of  the  olden  time  in 
Dr  Thomson  never  ceased  tA  be  a  its  beet  estate,  as  it  pleased  and  arrested 
Etodent,  though  actively  engaged  in  the  one  to  see.  There  was  a  courtly  grace, 
ippropiate  duties  of  the  divine  and  pas-  too,  combined  with  a  hearty  warmth,  in 
i<ir,  He  kept  up  his  classical  readings  his  manner,  by  which  every  one  was 
to  the  end ;  and  even  during  the  wan-  charmed  and  attracted, 
doings  of  hia  mind  in  bis  last  illness,  he  So  this  good  old  man  walked  in  and 
MS  overheard,  among  other  things,  en-  out  among  the  people  of  Penrith  for  con- 
^Youring  to  catch  up  his  favourite  siderably  more  than  half  a  century — a 
Utin  quotations.  He  waa,  throughout  figure  very  noticeable  in  their  streets, 
iife,  a  devout  student  of  the  Word  of  and  one  never  seen,  we  may  imagine, 
God.  There  is  extant  in  his  short-hand  especially  in  lal«  years,  without  inspir- 
■iiUMiscript  a  series  of  Tefleotions  on  the  ing  involuntary  reverence.  So  at  last 
grwkr  part  of  the  New  Testament,  he  passed  away,  after  a  brief  illnen 
vritten  entirely  for  his  own  improve-  borne  with  becoming  patience,  during 
'"(^t,  without  the  hdp  of  books,  and  which  he  was  supportea  by  those  hopes 
vithoitt  the  remotest  view  to  publica-  and  consolalions  which  it  had  been  so 
tion.  His  reading,  otherwise,  was  ex-  long  his  privilege  to  present  to  the  minds 
'^Q^ve,  especially  in  the  earlier  litera-  of  others,  and  which  did  not  fail  him  in 
tnre  of  our  own  country,  the  great  his  own  hour  of  need.  And  now  he  is  not; 
"waters  of  which,  in  the  last  century,  he  and  hia  SMi  in  the  ministry  is  left,  Ibok- 
>ras  elow  to  acknowledge  as  equalled  or  ing  up,  to  cry,  "  Hy  father,  my  father, 
outetripped  by  the  most  popular  writers  the  cl^ots  of  Israel,  and  the  horsemen 
<if  tlie  present  day.  In  tlieology,  Howe  thereof ! "  May  the  mantle  of  EUjah  fall 
I  wdLeightonwerehisespecialfavourites.  upon  Elisha,  and  so,  though  the  prophet 
For  Uie  rest,  Dr  Thomson  waa  a  man  be  changed,  may  the  tatimony  for  the 
"Sincere  and  unostentatious  piety.  Lord  God  of  Israel  be  perpetuated  from 
^aewhat  precise  and  reserved  m  all  agetAagel 


PEESBYTERIAH  CHURCH  IN  MELBOUENE. 

Bamsay,  in  reference  to  the  R«byterian 
Church  of  Victoria,  accompanied  with  a 

^ doonment  purporting  to  be  " an  appli- 

PWed  bim  the  pen  of  tiie  Sot.  A.  M.     cation  for  t.  proportion  of  the  grant  of 


>^,oogle 


480 


GOBBESPOHDEKCC. 


money  appropriated  to  r^gioDg  mr- 
poMS  by  the  Ohnicli  known  aa  the  Pres- 
Oft«riaa  Church  of  Victoria,  or  from 
.aoy  BecUon  or  sections  of  it,  for  the  year 
1860,"  and  out  of  which  Hr  BamBsy  has 
tried  hard  to  make  capital  for  the  pnr- 
poee  of  damaging  the- Union  Church. 
The  letter  ie  not  worthy  of  any  com- 
ment, and  I  Hholl  therefore  oCer  none. 

In  reference  to  the  document,  I  ask 
you  to  note  the  following  things  : — lat, 
It  was  sent  in  to  the  GoTemment  Eunply 
on  Mr  Hetherington'eown  responnbihty, 
2d,  It  wHB  an  elder  of  my  own  church, 
viz.,  Hr  Jamee  Bennie,  who  requested 
Dr  Emhiing,  M.L.A.,  in  his  place  in  the 
Legislative  Aesembly,  to  caU  for  ita  pro- 
duction. Sd,  On  Mr  Hetherington  as- 
certaining that  he  made  such  a  use  of 
quondam  United  Presbyterian  chuixihes 
as  were  fitted  to  give  annoyance  to  the 
roinistere  of  these  chuiclKS,  and  as  was 
liable  to  misconBtruction,  he  immediately 
withdrew  the  document  and  sent  in  an- 
other in  ita  stead.  He  further  made  the 
new  application  simply  in  his  own  name. 
This  second  document  was  the  one  on 
which  the  Government  took  action.  It 
did  not  suit  Mr  Ramsay's  purpose  to 
fumifih  you  with  a  copy.  I  applied  at 
the  Treasury  for  such  eopy  to-day,  and 
herewith  send  to  you  the  attested  copy 
which  the  Under-Treasurer  transmitted 
to  me.  y"our  sense  of  justice  will,  I 
doubt  not,  concede  ita  insertion  in  the 
pages  of  youi  Magazine.  If,  Sir,  you 
knew,  as  I  do,  and  as  others  do,  what 
running  to  and  fro  Mr  Ramsay  had  iu 
connection  with  the  document  referred 
to,  you  would  not  wonder  when  I  say, 
that  not  a  few  here  entertain  the  con- 
viction that  the  task  of  searching  out 
soiaewhat  to  say  against  the  United 
Church  is  very  far  from  being  uncon- 
genial to  him.  And  yet  he  may  eiperi- 
ence  the  truthfulness  of  the  Heaven- 
given  proverb  as  others  have  done  before 
him — "  He  that  is  first  in  his  own  cause 
seemeth  just,  but  his  neighbour  Cometh 
and  searcheth  him." 

I  have  only  further  to  say,  what  I 
have  said  before,  that  we  United  Pres- 
byteriaos  in  the  General  Assembly  take 
no  care  of  State-&id  at  all,  as  we  repu- 
diate the  whole  thing, — further,  indeed, 
than  to  see  that  it  never  finds  its  way 
into  the  deliberations  of  the  Aasembly, 
in  terms  of  the  understanding  come  to 
prior  to  the  union.  We  are  doing  our 
best  to  have  it  abolished  b^  the  Legisla- 


ture of  the  colony;  butaolongasit cm- 
tinuea,  we  allow  those  who  choose  to  tite 
it  to  scramble  for  it  just  as  they  pkoe 
— I  remain,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

James  Ballaxtthl 

P-S.— Though  a  different  subject,  iBl 
you  permit  me  to  mention  through  ;ov 
columns,  that  the  folldwing  qnandiig 
United  Presbyterian  ministers  have  ji]Et 
securedsettlemen tB  in  connection  Tithtk 
Union  Church  :■ — Bev.  Peter  Mercer,  off  r 
the  united  chargeaof  Taradale  and  Fryeti 
Town  ;  Kev.  Hugh  Darling,  in  Emaill 
Hill ;  and  the  Rar.  A.  D.  Kininmont.  ig 
North  Melbourne.  Recently  also,  tig 
Kev.  James  Scott  at  Bacchus  Utitb. 
The  minimum  stipend  of  the  Assemlilj 
is  L.SO€  (three  hundred)  and  i 
but  in  many  cases  it  is  mnch 
Why   is  it   that  some   of  your  surplus 

freachers  do  not  come  out  here  ?  Where, 
ask,  either  at  home  or  in  any  of  tbe 
other  colonies,  will  they  find  such  coni' 
fortable  settlements  or  such  urgent  de- 
mands for  their  labonie  ?  J  " 

[Afmo.— Copy  of  the  Her.  J.  Hetber- 
ington'B  letter  of  10th  May  1860  is  for- 
warded to  the  Bev.  Jas.  Ballantyne, 
with  the  Under  -  Tieasurer's  compli- 
ments.] 

(Copy.) 

Meibonma,  10th  May  1860. 

Sm, — Beferring  to  your  letter  of  tit 
5th  March,  in  which  it  is  announced  tbii 
the  claim  made  by  me,  on  behalf  oftboi^ 
ministera  of  the  Presbyterian  Chnnli 
of  Victoria  whom  I  reprceent,  to  the  po- 
tions of  the  grsjit  in  support  of  religioo 
that  were  allotted  last  year  to  the  Synnl 
of  Victoria,  and  to  the  section  of  the 
Free  Presbyterian  Church  which  joinal 
the  Union  Church,  is  acknowledged,  bai 
that  you  are  not  prepared  to  ^ow  mj 
claim  (o  the  portion  to  which  the  United 
Presbyterian  members  of  the  Union  ue 
entitled,  I  do  myself  the  honour  now  to 
submit  to  you  a  list  of  the  miniatas  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Victoria  who 
have  applied  to  participate  in  the  amouDl 
BO  acknowledged,  and  to  request  that  itx 
moiety  of  that  amount  which  is  arul- 
able,  under  the  Government  KegulsticiiE 
for  the  distribution  of  the  grant,  for  sti- 
pend purposes,  may  be  apportioned  to 
them  as  stipend,  during  the  current  year, 
in  the  sums  set  opposite  to  their  Mspec- 

Ift  j^aid  to  the  portion  clamed  on 


sccooBtofdiaFiulndPraibTteruwnen-  , ppptiim of tVe gnv^ ^tWHipliog, Urlor- 

bere  of  die  PEeBt^terian  Churct  of  Vic-  mtrly  eAowh,  to  L.773, 16a.  Sd.,  loaybo 

loria,  I  hare  to  state  that  tlte  siiiusters  addad  to  tbe  leinaiiiiiig  moiety  of  ttio 

of  tliat  section  were  not  parties  to  my  allowuioe  .a^ai^ced  for  this  year  to  t)w 

applkatioD,  but  tJbat,  vhile  they  refuse  Freebyterka   Church   of   Yictoria,  and 

themselves  to  participate  in  it,  they  offer  which,  according  to  the  Hegulationii,  is 

no  objection  to  its  being  ieaued  to  thoea  reserved  for  building  purpoaee. — I  have 

members  and  cougregfitioiis  of  the  body  tlie  hooonr,  ete., 

who  are  free  to  accept  of  it.    ,  With  iHat  (Sifined)     Trting  Hetherikoton. 

eiplanatioD,  I  beg  to  renew  the  claim  The  Hon.  the  Treaaurer, 

formerly  made,  aqd  to  r^qeet  tliat  that  K^lboui^. 
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DciK  Sir,— At  .the  meeting    of    our  and  he  con^pilied  with  their  request.    The 
Sjnod  in.J^y  lost,  a  petitioa.waa  tead  .  Parliuueptaiy  Koad  Church  wae  after- 

tnun  Mr .  Walt^  J>uncaa,  aat^iatfir  of  wai^  built,  and  the  cocgi^atiQS  Sfifia 

Farliameiitary  Boad  Church,  Glaagow,  became  large  and  proepeKiuA.  ,Ka  aip- 

"pnyiug  lor  oooaeioiMJ  BUiij^y  of  mi-  jdkationwas  agais  i^e  totbe  Synod 

LBtoiB  aod  preaches  from  tAisChureh."  till  may  1843,  when  a  petition  by  Mr 

It  vtB  moved  and  seconded,   "  That  the  Duncan  and  his  congregation  was  pi«- 

Eyec  (rf  the  petition  be  granted,"  This  sented,  "praying  the  Sjiwd  to  receive 
to  a  diacUaaion,  in  which  moat  of  the  Mr  Duncan  and  hia  congrega,tion  ii^to 
speakera  declared  that  they^would  have  commiyiion  with  this  Cturch."  ''  After 
rreferred  a  petition  from  Mr  DuQcaa  for  reasoning,  it  waareaolved  that  this  cau^e 
ristoraUon  to  office,  and  ,  would  have  be  delayed  till  next  meeting  of  Synod, 
nUlingly  gi^jited  it.  Others  .said  they  and  that  a  oomroitt^e  be.s{tpcanted  to 
vcre  imperfecdy  .acquainted  with  the  t^e  into  oonnd^^tMui  the  wiujlec^ae." 
facts  of  the  casei,  ana  must  have  these  '  The  raport  of  the  committee  was  oon- 
tcfore  tb^OD  ere  they  could  give  a  de-  aidered  at  the  Synod  in  October  of  the 
ciiion  r^ardiag  tii^.  It  was  olti-  same  year,  but  agwn  delayed  till  May. 
niately  agraed,  "  That  t^e  petition  be  It  is  proper  to  state  l^t  Ute  large  and 
remitted  to  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  ■  influential  co7mnitt«e  that  considered 
t)  jodge  in  the  matter  as  they  shall  see  the  case  "  declared  their  unanimous  opi- 
Mnse."  nion,  that  the  re^tofati™  of  Mr  Duncan 
By  a  ref  erMice  to  the  minute  of  1835,  should  be  regarded  as  by  nome^jiB  hope- 
when  thiBCa86firatca,mebeforetheSec«p-  lees;  but  that  they  were  not  prepareil 
elan  Synod,  I  find  that  thereos.only  one  .  to  reconunend  hia  reatoration  at  first 
surviving  member  of  the  Glasgow  Pree-  masting  of  Synod."  At  the  meeting  jii 
t^tery  of  that  yew  likely  to  be  preaent  ■  May  1844  there  was  a  strong  feekng.iu 
vhw  this  subject  is  tftkeu  up  ;  and  the  Mr  Dnncao's  favoor,  aad  petitions  in 
foUowing  bciei  atatement  of  the  facts  of  favour  of  hia  restMvtion  were  presented 
tlis  case  rwy  not  be  unaccepteble  to  from  the  eesaioi)  of  Rast  Kegent  Street, 
the  other  membOTe  of  that  large  pres-  Glasgow,  from  dders  in  Cambridge  Street, 
bytery.  At  the  gynod  in  Apnl  1835,  Glasgow,  and  from  five  elders  of  the 
it  waa  reported  "  from  the  F^esbylery  of  congregation  of  Partick.  No  mijtion 
Glasgow  that  Mr  Duncan,  ianior  mini-  was  made  to  reject  the  pray^er,  butth^e 
ster  of  the  congregation  ol  Duke  Street,  was  one  motion  tor  restoration,  and  .an- 
has  been  deposed  &om  the  qffice  of  the  other  for  delay ;  and  the  latter  was  car- 
holy  imnistfy."  This  w&s  only  five  ried  by  a  majority. 
yeana£^hi».iKdinat)on.  .Jn May .18^7,  Mr  Duncao  fetAiua  a. strong  attaoh- 
he  presoated  a  pelilaon  to  the  Synod,  ment  to'  the  Church  in  whidi  his  revered 


S raying  "  that  ioB  lioone  to  preach  the  father  waf  long  a  minister  and  profecsor 
ospelmaybareHtored  tohim;"bBt  the  oftheology,  and  in  which  aJl  his  Drothers 
Synod  "refused  comriiance  with  his  alni  have  been  minisi^ra.  He  would 
petition,"  Aportionof thecongr^ation  gladly  be  restored  to  office  in  it,  but 
rf  East  Regent  Place  afterwMds  invited  .  now  vent^refi  to  ask  only  that  libertj-be 
"r  Dimcan  to  become  theijr  minister,   ,|granted  ,to  ministera  and  jreaehi^  of 

KO.  X.,  VOL.  v.,  KEW  BBRIES.-7-OCTOBEB  1861.  S  H 


THE  GLEANEB. 


onr  Church  to  occnpy  his  pnlpit  when  to  office,  I  donbt  not  the  Synod  itonU 

he  is  oecasionally  absent  from  it.    Were  cheerfully  comply. — Toora  tniiy, 

the  Glasgow  Presbytery  to   grant  this  Sept.  1861.                                    M. 
requeet,  and  recommend  hia  restoifttion 


ON  SKLV-WIT.L  Ann  THs  DANOEB  ov  BS-  opiiitona,  Bnd  make  them  soUcHods  onlj 

TjLsoi.aiU!NT  WITH  ooE  OWN  wiMGa.     .  about  entertaining  this  and  thai  specok- 
tion,  which  wilt  not  render  them  aDjtUng 

Christ  came  not  into  the  world  to  fill  onr  the  better  in  their  lirei,  or  the  liker  mM 

heaiJs  with  mere  Bpecnlationi ;  to  kindle  a  God,  whilst,  in  the  meantime,  then  ii  no 

fire  of  wrangling  and  contentions  dispute  snch  care  t^en  aboal  oar  keeping  ChnS'i 

among  ne;  and  to  warm  onr  spirits  againet  com  m  and  men  te,  and  being  renewed  in  m 

one  another  with  angry  and  peevish  de-  minds,  according  to. the  im^e  ofGod,!! 

bates:  whilst,  in  the  meaDlime,  onr  hearts  righteonsness  and  trae  holiness.    Wceij, 

remain  all  ice  within  towards  Ood,  and  "Lo,  here  is  Christ,"  and  "  Lo,  there  is 

have  not  the  least  spark  of  ime  heavenly  Christ," — in   these  and    tho»e  opinions; 

fire  lo  melt  and  thaw  them,    Christ  came  whereas,  in  tratb,  Christ  it  neither  here, 

not  lo  possess  oar  brains  with  some  cold  nor  there,  nor  anyvhere,  bat  where  liie 

opioions,  that  send  down  a  fraezing  and  Spirit  of  Ood,  where  the  life  of  Christ  is. 

henumhing  '  infinence   npon    oar   hearts.  Do  we  not,  now-a-dB;s,  open  and  lock 

Christ  was  a  master  of  life,  not  of  the  np  heaven  with  the  private  key  of  thii  and 

schools:    and    he  is  the  best   Christian  that  opinion  of  onr  own,  according  to  osi 

whose  heart  beats  with  the  pareet  pnlee  sereral  fancies,  as  we  please?    And,  if 

towards  Heaven;  not  he  whose  head  spins  any  one  observe  Christ's  commandzncnu 

ont  the  finest  cobwebs.  never  so  sincerely,  and  serve  Ood  lilh 

He  that  «ndeaTonrB  really  to  mortify  his  faith  and  a  pnra  conscience,  yet,  hiptj. 

passions,  and  in  bis  life  to  comity  with  nnderstands  not  some  conlended-for  ops- 

that  trath  which  bis  conscience  is   con-  ions,  some  darling  notions,  he  has  not  l)ie 

vinceii  of,  is  nearer  a  Christlaa,  Ibongb  he  right  lAibboklh,  be  has  not  the  tme  wslch- 

nerer  heard  of  Christ,  than  he  who  be*  word ;  he  mut  not  pass  the  guards  inio 

lieves  all  the  vulgar  articles  of  (he  Chris-  heaven.    Do  we  not  mt^  this  and  Ibu 

tian  Mth,aiid  plunly  denies  Christ  in  his  opinion,  this  and  that  ontward  form,  lobe 

Ufe.  the  wedding  garment ;    and  boUly  een- 

Sarelythewaytoheaven  that  Chriit  bag  tence  lo  onter  darkness  those  who  are  ml 

taught  ns,  IS  plain  and  easy,  if  we  have  bnt  invested  with  it?    Whereas,   every  tm 

honest  hearts-   we  need  not  many  criti-  Christian  finds  the  least  dram  of  bein.' 

cisms,  many  school  distinctions,  to  coma  to  affection  towards  God  to  be  more  cordisi 

a  right  naderstandingof  it.     Sarely  Christ  and   sovereign  to  his  sool   than   all  lb: 

came  not  to  ensnare  ns,  and  to  entangle  specalalive  notions   and  opinions  in  lit 

ns,  witheapltons  niceties  ;  or  lo  poxzle  onr  worlds  and  thongb  he  study,  also,  lo  in- 

hctads  wiili  deep  specolatlons ;  or  lo  lead  form  his  understanding  arint,  and  freelii> 

ns  through  hard  and  craggy  notions  into  mind  from  all  error  and  muappr^eniioii, 

the  kingdom  of  heaven.    rj>ersuade my-  yet  it  is  noihing  bnt  the  life  of  Cbrifi 

self,  that  no  man  shall  ever  be  kept  out  o(  deeply  rooted  in   his  heart,   that  is  it: 

heaven,  for  not  comprehending  mysteries  chemical  elixir  which  he  feeds  npon.   Hid 

that  were  beyond  the  feach  of  his  shallow  he  *'  aH  faith,  that  he  coald  remove  monii' 

understanding,  if  he  had  but  an  honest  tains,"  as  St  Faul  speaks,   had  he  "sli 

and  good  heart,  that  was  ready  to  comply  knowledge,   all  tongues  and   languages," 

with  Christ's  commandtaents.     "Say  not  yet  he  prizes  one  aram  of  love  beyond 

in  thy  heart,  Who  shall  ascend  into  hea-  them   aH.    He   accounts  bim  thai  f«di 

ven7"  that  is,  witii  high  specniations,  to  mpoo  mere  notions  in  religion  to  lie  bii 

bring  down  Christ  from  thence  j  oi^  "Who  an  aiir  and  <^ameleon-like  Christian.  Bb 

shall  descend  into   the  abyss  heneathf"  now  flnds  himself  otherwise  rooted  and 

that  is,  with  deep  searching  thongbts  to  aeoU-ed  in  God,  than  (ottaerlj,  when  be 

fetch  up  Christ  from  thence :  but  lo,  "the  merely  contemplated  and  gaied  npon  Uin; 

word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  montii,  and  be  tastes  and  relishes  God  within  himself; 

in  thy  heart."  he  has  a  certain  favour  of  God ;  wbereir, 

But  1  wish  it  were  not  the  distemper  of  before,  he  did  but  rove  and  guess  after  Bin 

onr  times  to  scare  and  frighten  men  with  at  random.    He  feels  himself  sa^y  •*■ 
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dicmd  in  Ood,  snd  will  not  b«  diaaaxded  There  ia  nothing  conlrB.rj  Eo  Gud  in  the 

Irom  enjoying  G-od,  though  perhaps  he  akill  vhole  world,  nothing  that  fights  againit 

nolDianj  of  thow  snbtletisi  which  otnen  Him,   bnt  Bclf-will.     This  is   the  strong 

nuke  the  a^An  and  oiwcpi  of  their  religion,  ostle  that  vre  all  keep  garriioned  agaimit 

Neither  is   he  icared    by  thoie  cbildiih  heaTen  in  every  one  of  onr  hearts,  which 

affrightments,  with  which  some  would  focce  God  continaall;  lajeth  siege  unio ;  and  it 

their  private  conceits   upon,  him;   h«  i»  mnit  be  conquered  and  deiooUshed,  before 

abore    the  aapentitioas   dre«d    of  mere  we  can  conquer  heaven.    It  wtw  by  reason 

ipecniMive  opinions,  as  well  as  the  snper-  of  this  self-will  that  Adam  fell  in  FaradiEe; 

elitioss  reverence  of  mera  oatward  cere-  that  those  glorious  angels,  those  morning 

moDies',  he  cares  not  BO  much  forinbtletj,  stars,  kept   not    their    ttrst  station,   but 

SI  for  aoandneH  and  health  of  mind.  And,  dropped  down  from  heaven  like  failing 

indeed,  ai  it  was  well  ipcken  by  a  noble  sura,   and   sunk    into  that   condition  of 

philosopher,    that    "  without   parity   and  bitterness,  anxiety,  and  wretchedness,  to 

virtue "  God  is  only  an  empty  name;  so  which  they  are  now  reduced.    They  all 

it  is  as  true  here,  that,  withont  obedience  entangled  themselves  with  the  lenuth  of 

10  Christ's  commandments,  without  the  life  their  own  winp  ;  they  would  needs  will 

of  Christ  dwelling  in  us,  whatsoever  opuiton  more,  and  otherwise,  than  God  woold  will 

«e  may  entertain  of  Him,  Christ  is  only  in  them ;  and,  going  about  to  make  their 

named  by  oa.  He  is  not  known.  wills  wider,    and    to  enlarge  them  into 

I  speak  nut  here  against  a  free  and  in-  greater  amplitude,  the  more  tbej  scmggled 

geanooB  inquiry  into  all  tmlh,  according  tbev  found  themselves  the  faster  pinioned, 

to  our  several  abilities  and  opportunities ;  and  crowded  np  into  narrowness  and  sra- 

I  plead  not  for  captivating  and  enthralling  vility  :  inaomach,  that  now  ihej  are  not 

ou  judgments  to  the  dictates  of  men;  I  able  to  use  any  wings  at  all,  but,  inheriting 

do  not  disparage  the  natural  improvement  the  sorpeni's  cone,  can  only  creep  with 

of  onr  bcnlties,  by  tme  knowledge,  which  their  bellies  npon  the  earth.     Now,  oar 


10  noble  and  gajlant  a  perfection  of  the     only  way  to  recover  Qod  and  happiness 

ud.    The  thing  which  1  aim  agunst  is,     again,  is,  not  to  soar  up  irith  oar  nodei^ 

diipiritiag  the  life  and  vigonr  of  our  reli-     standings,  hot  to  destroy  this  self-will  of 


gisD  by  dry  speculations;  and  making  it  ours;   and  then  we  shall  find  oar 

nothing  but  a  mem  dead  skeleton  of  opin-  grow  again,  onr  plumes  fairly  spread,  and 

ions,  a  few  dry  bones,  tied  np  together,  ourselves  raised  aloft  into  the  air  of  per- 

nilhoDt  any  flesh  and  sinews  ;  and  mis-  feet  liberty,  which  is  perfect  happiness. 

placing,   npon    an   eager  prosecution  of  There  is  nothing   in  the  whole  world 

iliese  opinions,  all  that  seal  which  shoold  able  to  do  us  good  or  hurt,  but  God,  and 

1x  spent  to  better  pnrpose  npon  nobler  our  own  will:  neither  riches  nor  povern, 

objects.  nor  disgrace  nor  lionoar,  nor  life  nor  deaUl, 

Knowledge,  indeed,  it  a  thing  far  mors  nor  angels  nor  devils ;  hat  wilting  or  not 

eicellent  iban  riches,  ontnard  pleasures,  willing,  as  we  ought.    Should  helt  itsell 

worldly  dignities,  or  anything  else  in  Che  cast  all  its  Gery  darts  against  us,  if  ourwill 

vorld,  besides  holiness,  and  the  conformity  he  right,  if  it  be  infonaed  by  the  divine 

of  our  wills  to  the  will  of  God;  vet  our  will,  they  can  do  us  no  hurt;   we  have 

jisppiness  consists  not  in  knowledge,  bnt  then,  if  1  may  so  speak,   an  enchanted 

in  a  certain  divine  temper  and  conslitntion  shield,  that  is  impeaetiable,  and  will  bear 

ofsonl,  wMchis  farabove  it.  off  all.    God  will  not  hurt  us,  and  hell 

But  it  is   a  piece  of   that  coiruption  cannot  hnrt  us,  if  we  will  nothiog  bnt 

which  runs  tbrongb  human  nature,  that  we  what  God  wills.    Nay,  then,  we  are  acCn- 

■iKiirally  prize  truth  more  than  goodness,  sted  bj  God  Himself,  and  the  whole  Divin- 

Itnowledge  more  than  holiness.    We  think  itj  flows  in  opoii  us ;  and,  when  we  have 

>t  a  gallant  thing  to  be  fiattoring  up  to  cashiered  this  self-will  of  ours,  which  did 

heaven  with  oorwinga  of  knowledge  and  bnt  shackle  and  confine  our  souls,  onr  wills 

■peculation;  whereas,  the  highest  mystery  shall  then  become  truly  free,  being  widened 

of  a  divine  life  here,  and  of  perfect  hap-  and  enlarged,  to  the  extent  of  God's  own 

[uueM  hereafter,  consists  in  nothing  but  will.    "Hereby  we  know,  that  we  know 

"•m  obedience  to  the  divine  wilL    Hap-  Christ  indeed,"    not  by  onr  speculative 

piuess  is  nothing  bnt  that  inward  sweet  opinions  concerning  Him,  but   "  by  our 

^ti^ht,  which  will  arise  from  the  bar-  keeping  of  His  commandments." — BMo/i 

'^■ooi  agreement  between  oar  vrills  and  Jebb. 
"wwiUofOod. 
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NOTICES  omxnrFinLiCA'nom. 


jIfltUM  nf  Mm  ^nliliuthini. 

Turn  Hotr>Bm,at'  CooMfnlDg  lite  OM  tine  her  TtceaHar  prbiClplca.    Tlie  Col- 

and  New  TesMimiiu.  With  an  Original  menurj  OfDr  M-Garlr,  wfaieh  n  iin 

CoiDrpenwrr.    B;  the  Rer.  Jnui  S.  isming  fromlhe'  vreit,  has  lome  ipniil 

H'GATni,  D.D.  elaina  on  th«  GhrMhm  jmblie.    It  ifit- 

^,^v     1.    =^  .  J .    .1  T. ,_     V    ,  ■  ttartaltle  ftr  its  sinall  rise.    When  <ob- 

■wiHbe  "Onlj^  Jthi  of  an  inth  tblek;  ri- 
Thb  United  FmbTterian  Obittcfa  'ha«  -though  loiiniilf  tn  bulk,  the  conmenUTj 
eonirlbnted  lai^If  to  the  chcnlstlon  and  alone-wcmld  fbnn  fbnr  \%Tge  Sro  rolwoa 
lUnMrUioD  of  the  Word  of  6«t.  The  ofpiratype;"  atid  jetfhe  siie  is  the  oirtj 
" Self- Interpreting  Bible"  and  "Diclion-  '  mdff  thing  abooiit.  ItifmnliinnMpem 
ary"of  John  Brown  of  Haddington  were     — amfniatnrewbenTonipared  withihefnil' 


.  .jiarkable  productiona,  andhsTe  oontri-  length  commentarfes  of  fteni?  and  Scntt, 

Imted  perhap*  more  than  anj  dther  ]>e)ps  but  not  le»  -faiihfunj  TTprerenting  tic 

of  the  kind  to  promote  tint  biblical  khow-  featoTes  of  the  orfjnnal  reTelalion  of  Qui. 

'ledge  for  whiob  the  inhabiianu  of-Seot-  Equally  remarkable  is  ihiicommentaijftr 

land  generally,  and  tbe  adtwreDC*  of  the  As Fbeapnese.   Tfaework,'w)ihPialmg,Till    ' 

'  United  Fresbjteriiin  Church'  in  particnlar,  cost  tn  all  6a.  '6d.    Three  copies  of  a-eon- 

■bare  long  bmn  diatingnished.   Hie  Ex-  -  mentnr  for  one  ponnd  1  '  How  wonid  thi 

'POtitionB  of  tbe   late   Dr  John   Brown,  .  heartof tiiehiteDrTbomion baTeirioMd 

the  grandaon   of  Brown  of  Haddington,  'at  mch  aproapect!    The 'mal^al  if fc^ 

are   no   leH   remarkable  for  the  age  in  encea  have  been  carefully -nriBcd,  and  >ll 

which  he  iired,  than  the 'writings  of  the  mperftnona    and    inupprnpriate    pinlM 

-  grandtalher  were  forliia'tiilKl.  Dr  Brown  paaiages  Sre  omitted.  The  Talne  of llrii 
haa  inangoraeed,  indeed,  a  new  order  of  -  Bible  iHIl  be  materiltllr  enhanifd  'brtlie 
interpreiation,  fn  which  the  great  design  -adaptation  of  "  Brerhin^e  Nonierical  BMe 
aimed  at  ia,  to  bring  ont  the  meaning  of  '  Index,"  by  tbe  thc  of  which  the  findiag 

:the  Spirit  of  God  in  tbe  Word;   and  to  of  port!  on  a  of  Seriptnre  is  inaCantaneoiu, 

-  tncoeaaful  ba^  he  been  in  Ibaae  portiona  doing  away  eiilrrely  with  that  annfn) 
of   Boriptnre  to  wbich    he   has  -  applied  searching  whfeh  ia  to  apparent  in  every 

'  hi*  crttioal  key,  that  little  remains  to  be  corgrtgaiion  when  tents  in  the  Leroerrto- 

done  by  futore  *:(poBitorB  in  (he  way  of  pheta  or  riiorler  Eplatles  are  read  onl. 

bringing  ont  more  dearly  the  mind  of  "God  iiiii  "  Commentary,"  we  haTe  no  doulil, 

in  these  passages.    The  names  of  the  tate  will  make  a  place  for  itaelf.    It  meets  Ae 

Dr  Adam  Thomson  of  Coldstream^ -and  tbe  demands  of  ^e  ape  in  so  farai  size,  cbeip- 

Kev.  Dr  Eadie,  cannot  with  propriety  be  nesa,  and  portability  are  concerned ;  ind 

CasaedoTerinnoticingtheservice  rendered  to  the  members  of  our  Bible  claBaes,Eab- 

idlfibenigbiblioal  knowledge  by  ministera  bath-school  teachers,  and  city  missionuin 

of  this  Chnrch.    The  former,  by  his  snc-  it  wilt  prore  tooat  lalnahle.      To  lliOK 
cestful  efForts  in  secnring  the  abolition  of    who  are  acqinrnled  with  Dr  M'Oaviii  it  in 

the  Bible  monopoly  in  Scotland,  has  con-  snfBeient  to  say,  that  the  Commentary  i> 

iribnted   largely  to  tbe  eheapening,  and  distingniahed   by  all   tbe  pecnliarities  a( 

'  eonseqnenlly  the  clrcnlation,  of  the  Bible;  bis  style  and  manner.     The  exposition  ll 

■  and  the  latter,  by  bis  masterly  comment-  gonndand  strictly  evangelical ;  the  style  ii 

'  aries,  Oyfllopesdia,  and  Ooneordance,  has  tasiefnl  and  lowing ;  and  tbe  work,  »  i 

made  all  tbe  stodenta  of  the  Bible  his  -  whole,  is  adinlrBbly  fitted  to  excite  deio 

deblors.  '  tional  feeling  and 'stir  np  to  the  actiritifi 

Without  adding  to  this  list,  w%ich  might  of  the  Cbrislian  life.     As  a  specimen  of 

be  easily  dooe,  we  may  with  all   aafeiy  the  manner  in  whichthe  work  ia  ciecaleJ 

affirm,    that    the    United    Preabyterhin  me  anhjoin   the  commentary  on  the  M 

Chnreh  has  done  more  for  the  circulation  chapter  of  tbe  Bookof  Bntb,  not  as  one  nf 

and  interpretation  of  tbe  Bcripturea  than  the  best  ipecim ens  that  we  cotild  give,  bul 

an«  other  deiMimlnaUon  in  Scotland.   And  na  ibe  flrst  that  has  come  to  band. 

t.  zirirpffsrh".!'?;  ,•■""■■■  "-'"■■  -^  -■"  "bs 

u.i..dp„.s;,,5,.cb,,rt„„h,.h.r  tr^crrs.lSiS'^ 

creed  and  conalltntion  from  the  Scnptnres ;  ,"  ^f^      Heerts  th.t  have  faiown  the  km  of 

and  in  proportion  as  she  contributes  to  tbe  jea^  aflectionB  ilone  can  appreciite  lb« 

rigbt  Interpretation  of  tbe  aacrcd  volame,  laveg  which  lingor  and  anrviTe.    Hmoa  ud 

she  promotes  the  intereate  of  our  common  Buth  are  both  the  belter  for  tbelr  mntul  rt- 

Cbristiaoiiy,  and  Tecommends  at  ^e  same  gard ;  the  iged  comforting,  by  her  coiukIi 


KoncBs  or  kew-pobucatiokb^ 


of  hiaaadexpsrieiios,tbe  youthful  maarB(r; 

Bidlhe  youBgsr  aUfiDK-  the  mora  hdlalew 
□i«,  ^JkB  bltmiug  &ad  lileesed  ia  th*  aSort 
Itiaa  conunOu  luiiifurtUBe  thit  death  by  the 
ame  atroke  often  amitw  doira  am  e&rthly 
dgli^ljt  and  depeadeuoe,  ao  that  am  first  ac- 
quaintance nilh  aoTvov  learas  us  to  form  long 
Had  dt^olate  companionaMp  with  poverty-  It 
is  beautiful  irhsn,  like  Ruth,  we  can  noblj 
Blmp  la  circumstances,  to  find  alike  oamfort 
ludbaDDurln  hunest  efforts,  however  humble, 
lo  proTida  fsr  oiu-  own,  and  olbus'  support. 
Bath  was  nersrmwelml;  exalted  than  when 
lb*  bowedas  a  poor  gle«k[wt:  in  tha  bailav- 
fieU'  ThatharTeaC-fiekl  of  Bou  is  a  iQiely 
pictuce  of  EastarB  Undsoapa  and  earl;  cua- 
toiia  and  manners,  and  Htul  more  of  dnipla 
iBd  primitiTB  pioty.  Wo  are  bound  lo  admire 
the  muUial  oourti»ies  of  master  and  reapers, 
which  ■weetly  interweara  the  poinession  of  a 
common  faith  with  all  the  other  relations  of 

piety  which  thus  produoes  politenesfl  gnjtra 
inia  bensTohnuE.  The  Mrang-er  gloaner  is 
kindly  spokea  of  by  tlie  workmea,.  and  as 
kindly  cared  for  by  the  master,  to  prove  that 
pure  religion  in  all  ages  lia^  been  '  tu  risit 
the  fatheileBB  and  widuwe  in  their  affliction.' 
How  Btnmgo  is  the  course  of  Providence !  it 
aeemed  like  accident  that  Butb  should  '  hap' 
to  li^ht  on  a  field  of  Boat,  who  was  a  kinsman 
of  Naomi,  hnt  it  la  Oia  eipreaa  appointment  of 
'  Him  whoDtftketh  all  thii^  to  work  together 
lor  good  to  them  that  love  Him.'  '  Whoto  is 
visssnd  wilt  obMTve  then  things,  aven  they 
ahill  uadentuid.this  loi?a  and  kindixm  of  Uu 


Be7iTii,8  OB  Kblioioif  :  A  Lectare  on  ths 
Natoie  of  a  Trae  Revival  of  Religion. 
By  the  Rev,  Matthbw  WGatdi,  A.M., 

ALrdrie:  Jamn  Chrlltle. 

We  hftve  received  mtich  pleasure  from  Mr 
M'Gavia's  Lecture,  it  is  the  first  of  a 
series  of  discourses  on.  Religioaa  Revivals 
bj  sis  of  tha  ministers  of  Airdrie.  The 
lext^is  Pa.  lixxv.  6— "Will  Thon  not  re- 
vive OS  aRaia,  that  Thy  people  may  rejoice 
ia  Thee  ?  "  Mr  M'Garin  states  ^aC  a  re> 
Tival  of  religion  consists— 
L  "  In  awakening  coavictions  of  anr 

relation  and  obligations  to  Ood." 

U.  "  lo  a    rising   appreciation    of   the 

'  character  and  tba  work  of  Christ." 

HL  "In  a  rising  spirit  of  coDformity  to 

Christ,  and  iocreasiog  leol  in  His 

The  subject  is  treated  in  a  simple  and 
earnest  manner.  Ths  reasoning  is  scrip- 
tural and  convinoing,  and  the  language  is 
correct,  elegant,  and  vigorous.  The  fol- 
lowiDg  extract  is  a  specimen  of  the  style, 
and  coataitis  trodi  emioentlv  seasonable 


by  a  loose  spirit- of  momwtarT  exoileineat. 
I  am  cool  and  collected  in  my  feelings.  But, 
oh  I  believe  me,  I  see  s  spirit  of  mischief  ait- 
ting  ab  tba  keuC  of  our'  eoautry,  snd  estisg 
out  tko  veiy  vitals  of  her  piety.  The  demon 
of  the  world,  fsor  in  form,  and  plausible  in 
address,  yst  in  uatoie  carml,  lennal,  and  dirni- 
itk,  {days  with  tha  interests  and  activities  of 
our  mother,  aad  cramps  and  deat^OTs  them 
with  Uh  peison  of  her  gudlesraieBB.  Is  Ghiis- 
tlanitj  predominant?  HdgOB  the  spirit  of 
rdiglon  in  our  princes  and  people?  Are  the 
claims  of  Hwveu  felt  and  practically  acknow- 
ledged ?  Are  wa  oonsciously  living  in  an  at- 
nnjephera  of  purity  I  or,  andd  the  forms  ol 
religion,  are  we  breathing  the  elements  of 
falsehood,  and  weairing  the  stunted,  decrepid- 
flgur«8  of  hypocrisy  and  nnbeltef  f  Inadouty. 
may  wonder  at  our  qneriss,  and  famuli^ 
may  laugh  at  them,  as  the  eitravagaBOss  of 
enthusiasnk  Bnt  a  time  there  was,  brethren, 
when  ths  vengeance  of  Heaven  ov«rtoak  a 


Meros  (ssid  the  angel  of  the  Lord),  curse  ye 
bitterly  the  Inhabitants  thereof;  because  th^ 
oanie  not  to  the  help  ol  the  Lord,  to  the  help 
of  the  Lord  against  the  mighn.' — Judges 

v.aa. 

"  In  the  preralenoe  of  irreligioa  and  vice, 
we  have  thiu  a  anffldent  indleaUoB  of  the 
iinportuioe  of '  Bevivals.'  But  what,  brethren, 
must  we  say  of  ourselves  P  We  stand  in  a 
personal  as  well  as  a  national  relatioi!  to  Ood, 
aad  what  are  the  facts  in  our  individual  case  7 
An  we  shnifig  in  the  genent  ungodlinees, 
or  weeping  over  it  in  sorrow  ?  Is  a  love  lo 
Ood  ever  predominant  in  our  molivoe  and 
actions  ?  Do  we  bear  with  ns,  into  every 
seene  aad  eiereisa  of  life,  a  deep  sense  of  our 
responsibility  to  Heaven,  and  an  humbling 
censejousness  of'  our  sinfulneBB  and  guilt? 
Are  we  ohorishiBg  a  thought  of  Christ — rest- 
ing on  His  righteooanass —trusting  to  His 
tnerite — joying  in  His  promisee — exulting  in 
Ele  lore — and,  amid  cares  and  Borrows,  livioK 
in  the  hope  of  Hia  second  advent?     Is  our 

tainitig  us  amid  our  trials,  comforting  us 
amid  oursuSeringa,  and  commanding  us,  amid 
temptations  and  dangers,  lo  self-sacrifice  snd 
devotednessP  What  are  our  lives  P  Are 
they  reSections  of  the  power  of  grace  i  and 
give  they  evidenoe  to  the  world  that  m  iocs 
been  imtA  Jttitt  T  Oh  I  my  brethren,  solemn 
and  momenlous  Is  tbepreaent  inquiry.  Ani^ 
wba,t  is  the  result  ?  Have  we  been  realiiiitg, 
in  Bolemn  truthfulnees,  the  promised  joys  of 
religion  ?  Have  we  bwu  squaring  our  Ojn- 
duct,  by  the  rule  of  the  Woi^  of  God,  to  the 
amount  of  onr  profession  ?  Are  we  doiJig  it 
now  ?  If  not,  why  P  Are  theae  things  mor» 
than  what  Christianity  requires  anddeservcaP 
Are  they  more  than  what  our  own  iiiteresis 
demaad,  and  what  honour,  and  duty,  ami 
the^  v™.uUiig? 


ttency  require? 
Would  to  God,  brethrai,  that,  ii 

negation.  And,  if  wanting,  who  c  an  deny  or 
conceal  from  himself  the  vast  in-ipoHauoe  ol 
the  subject  of  '  Bevivols  P '    '0  Lord,  revive 


NOTICES  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIOHS. 


._  ._e  jeMS  make  known,  in  wntli 

remember  mercy.' — Hab.  iii.  2. 

^^  There  ia  yet  another  circumstanoe  which 
greaUy  enhtaces  the  present  itnporUnne  of 
this  aubject  The  public  mind  is  awakened 
to  the  dt«irableneflB  of  a  reTiral,  and  mac;  of 
the  evils  connected  with  geiKial  excitement 
havealreadydiacoveredthemsalTea.  Anotion 
ia  abroad,  and  aeemd  pretty  generally  enter- 
tained, that,  by  a  reiii&l  of  reliEioo,  eome- 
thing  extraoTdiDBTy  or  miiscalousia  intanded- 
The  influeQce  of  tha  Ho]y  Spirit,  which  is 
felt  to  be  eacred  and  mysterioiie,  is  aaeociated 
by  many  with  BOmelhiDg  atrsnge  and  nn- 
natural.  Beaulte  are  anticipated  which  hll  the 
beholdeT  with  ail lazeuient  and  awe.  The  calm 
operation  of  religioua  truth— the  silent,  unoh- 

experieuce — is  too  simple  and  uupreteodixig  to 
latiefy.  There  muet  be  bustle  and  violence 
—strong  awakenments^bodily  conTulsionfl 
and  proBtrations~wild  gesturee — involunt&ry 
oryings — strange  dreams — mysterious  visions. 
The  love  of  the  marvellous  muBt,at  all  hazards, 
be  gratified  1  and  hence  the  crowded  conven- 
tides —the  eager,  impatient  cariosity — the 
wonder,  the  zeal,  the  lofty  confidence — the 
bold,  Bcll-sceking  sasumptionB  of  a  forward, 
affected  oietism.  These,  brethren,  are  not 
dval  we  seek.     They 


the  elements  of  the  n 


fon 


promote.  They  have  nothing  in  tbem  of  that 
soft,  subdued  loveliness  which  marks  the  re- 
ligion of  the  amiable  Jeens.  They  partake 
little— alas,  how  little  I — of  that  calm  cum- 
manding  reesonBbkuess  which  distiDguishes 
Chrialiaaity ;  and  they  lower  the  character  of 
truth,  by  suildug  it  to  the  dead  level  of  faoa- 
tioism  and  Colly.  That  the  cause  of  the 
Haviour  can  be  promoted  by  such  means  we 
do  not  believe.  They  are  not  Uie  means 
wbich  His  Goapel  warrants ;  and  agreeing 


it  the  8, 


t  agreeing. 


Q  power,  we  suspect  that  powfT  which  they 
boastfully  assume,  and  disown  them  as  false- 
hood, when  regarded  as  indications  of  con- 
veraion.  '  The  kingdom  of  God  comelh  not 
with  ohservatioa.  Neither  shall  thej  say,  Lo 
here  1  or,  lo  there  !  for,  behold,  the  kingdom  of 
Qod  is  among  you.' — Luke  irii.  2U.'' 


Words  of  Coxrom  roR  Fakbhtb  Bb- 
SEiTED  OF  Little  Childkbh,  Edited 
by  WiLLiAU  hoaitJi,  Author  of  "The 
.Moral  Statiscics  of  Glasgow." 

Thb  plan  snd  execution  of  this  little  work 
are  alike  most  admirable.  Il  is  chiefly 
made  np  of  selections  bearins  upon  all  the 
varied  aspects  of  the  one  tenaer  topic — the 
deathol'yonngchildrwi.  No  single  writer— 
whatever  either  his  gif^  or  hie  experience, 
thoDgh  he  had  spent  a  whole  lifetime  in 
■ttldying  how  he  could  best  comfort  be- 
reaved parents — was  capable  ofconsidarinjt 
that  one  topic  in  so  many  striking  and 
profltable  lights ;  hence  the  wisdom  dis- 


played bj  the  e^toT  in  resolving  upon 
selections.  His  acqnainlance  with  all  tlie 
"  comfortable  words  "  for  psrenli,  that  in 
scattered  over  our  vast  theological  liten- 
tare,  has  enabled  him  to  furnish  tbe  bo 
possible  extracts,  and  he  has  arranged 
these  in  a  way  which  secures  continaitj  of 
thought,  and  avoids  those  repetitious  whicb 
on  a  first  view  must  have  seemed  nnavoid- 
able. 

He  has  also  supplemented  those  extrscts 
by  brief  communications — on  the  same 
topic— fr«m  friends  among  the  clergj  of 
various  denominations;  and  (heresoltil, 
that  in  no  one  book,  or  even  in  an;  liiiD. 
dred  of  volumes,  is  that  topic  sothoronghlj 
handled  in  all  its  relations  and  bearings. 
To  render  his  service  still  more  complete, 
he  has  given  an  equally  admirable  selec- 
tion of  elegiac  verses  on  the  death  of  chil- 
dren, from  the  poetical  literature  both  of 
Britain  and  of  America.  This  exqniiile 
portion  of  the  work  appropriately  openi 
with  Dr  Moir's  inimitable  "CasaWappy," 
and  closes  with  two  pieces  by  the  Eef 
William  Robertson  of  Irvine,  worthy  of  bil 
gifted  and  finely  melodious  soul,  roetrj, 
in  spite  of  its  more  than  alliterative  ces- 
nection  with  poverty,  does  not  seem  to 
have  flourished  on  the  humble  fare  allowed 
by  Secession  stipends  ;  at  least  Balph  En- 
kine,  "  the  gold-spink  of  the  Gospel,"  hst 
found  among  tha  thousands  of  his  inccei- 
sors  as  a  Seceder,  scarcely  one  succesMi 
as  a  poet.  Perhaps,  however,  the  true  ex- 
planation is,  that  theological  studies,  ssd 
the  rough  pioneer  work  required  during  tbe 
last  ceuiary  in  connection  with  home-evan- 
gelization, were  utterly  unfavourable  to 
tbe  cultivation  of  poetry  ;  and  many  a 
"  bom  poet "  may  have  had  his  soul— 
though  naturally  designed  as  a  garden  or 
grove  for  flowers  and  melody — plonghcd, 
sown,  and  reaped  as  a  homely  corn-field 
for  the  spiritnol  sustenance  of  his  people, 
who,  above  and  in  the  place  of  all  thiI:g^ 
needed  "  the  bread  of  life."  Not  only  hu 
there  been  little  formal  poetry  produced 
iu  the  Secession  Church,  but,  on  looking 
over  the  many  sermons  and  essays  thatweis 
published  in  the  course  of  that  churck'l 
first  century,  it  is  seldom  that  jou  will  End 
a  passage  of  genuine  prose-poetry.  Ili> 
cheering,  however,  in  oar  day,  to  meet 
with  ministers  of  subtle  imaginatian  and 
impassioned  and  melodious  nature,  like 
Mr  William  Robertson  of  Irvine  [he  dof 
keep  to  that  locality,  call  him  away  i*)io 
and  how  many  may  !].  We  most  enrcli 
our  page  with  tha  following  piece  on  "The 
Departed." — 

"  Departed,  say  we  ?  is  it 
Departed,  or  come  nigh  P 
Pear  friends  in  Christ  more  visit 
Than  leave  US  when  Ihey  die. 
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lieir  riTST  from  the  foUDtsin 
Flows  down  b)  meet  us  too. 

Down  to  the  akirtB  hath  run; 
id  tha'  we  seem  oBUDder, 
We  still  in  Christ  are  one. 


hat  sT«nH,  in  landward  motiOD, 
On  pearl  coast  and  dark  cBTe: 
id  life,  from  Christ  outflowing, 

1  death's  dark  bocdera  f 

Or  heaven!  bright  peai 

111,  peif^led  iromortailB  1 

Eren  now  we  bid  you  hail  I 

't  at  the  blood-stained  portalE> 

And  jB  within  the  vail ! 

ke  thin  cloud-vail  between  ua 

Is  mere  disdolring  breath  T 

u  heavena  surround  and  screen  ns ; 

Asd  where  ait  thou,  0  Death !" 

foT^oing  we  have  not  only  the 

isence  of  poetry,  bnt  also  "the  ac- 

llmenc  of  verse,"  which  iS  Beldom 

1  by  any  except  the  regalar  followei 


On  pearl  coast  and  dark  cave," 
tm  as  a  clause  in  prose  would  be 
il^  harsh?     SuEb  linal  letters  as 
i(  t,  following  each  atber  in  nn- 

jacceesion,  and  witbosE  a  single 
diate  rowel,  would  turn  tbe  finest 
Bto  diacord.  That  one  unmauege- 
le  is  like  a  bray  intermpcing  and 
'  an  exquisite  chant.    In  the  second 

Ibe  memorable  simile  of  the  royal 

miostiel  is  most  felicitonslj  intro- 
isd  its  present  extended  £.pplication 
rfect  keeping  with  its  oiiginal  use. 

9  Hr  Robertson  was  nnneceesarily 
i,  somewhat  fastidious,  in  inventing 
hrase  to  hide  the  "  beard,"  an  ap- 
e  which  no  Jew  was  ever  ashamed 

in  which  Hehrew  poetry  delighted 
iriate;  still,  that  paraphrase  is  not 
J— 

The  oil  on  the  head,  anil  undrr." 
loldnot  be  surprised  if  the  "nnder" 

10  fashion  as  a  nice  substitnte  for 
eard,"  whether  of  AwoQ  or  of  John 

poetry  flonrisbes  in  the  city  too; 
e  have  very  excellent  verses  con- 
■i  toHr  Logan's  volume  by  the  Rev. 
1  Wallace  and  Bachelor  of  Glasgow, 
)  we  chink  the  fresh  and  vizorons 
vhich  both  of  these  esteemed  clergy- 


men never  ful,  in  their  platfwm  and  pulpit 

exhibitions,  to  furnish,  is  onqnesllonably 
superior  and  more  proGtable. 

We  have  as  yet  delayed  to  mention  that 
the  volume  is  enriched,  not  only  by  the 
editor's  very  touching  and  tender  memoir 
of  a  Utile  daughter,  whose  death  led  him 
to  think  of  preparing  this  precious  compi- 
lation, but  also  by  a  high!)-  characteristio 
"  introductory  essay,"  by  Br  William  An- 
derson, on  the  question  of  Infant  Salvation, 
The  Doctor  is  diatingniahed  not  more  for 
rare  vigour  and  an  iron  grasp  of  intellect, 
than  for  the  quick  and  fine  sensibiliiies  of 
his  emotional  nature— these  like  lendnls 
stretching  all  around  little  children  in  full 
sympathy,  and  contrasting  with  that  iron 
grasp  whieh  he  can  fix  upon  any  masculine 
''customer"  who  has  dared  to  cross  his 
path,  or  intermeddle  with  his  cherished 
views  or  pursuits.  He  has  a  gauntlet 
ready  to  be  thrown  down  for  stem  contro- 
versy with  the  most  powerful  and  skilful 
adversary  that  can  be  found  in  the  theolo- 
gical, social,  or  political  arena;  but  how 
soft  and  affectionate  the  touch  of  his  hand 
npon  the  heads  of  little  children,  eon- 
veyiDg  all  the  fond  benediclioaa  of  a  father 
and  of  a  pastor  1  Not  more  tender  is  the 
heart  of  a  young  child  than  that  which 
beats  unseen  and  unsuspected  within  the 
mailed  breast  of  a  superlatively  slrong 
and  heroic  man  ;  for  the  very  iron  of  his 
nature,  and  his  steel  nerves,  encasing  that 
heart,  have  preserved  it  nnhardened,  and 
in  all  the  exquisite  tenderness  of  its  first 
afFeetions.  So  is  iiwith  DrW.  Anderson  ; 
and  the  little  essay  before  ns  is  a  good 
illustration  of  masculine  vigour  and  ten- 
der-heartedness. Mr  Logan's  volume  de- 
serves to  find  its  way  into  every  family 
whence  death  has  removed  a  child,  and 
to  maintain  a  foremost  place  there  as  a 
ready  comforter.  Wa  cannot  exaggerate 
its  merits;  and  rivals,  that  seeil  put  above 
and  before  themselves,  will  frankly  ac- 
knowledge that  this  is  -just  as  it  ought  to 
be. 

PABTORAL   SXBTOBBB,      By   Dt  SpBNCBR, 

First  and  Second  Series. 
Edlnbnrgh  and  Loaioa :  T.  NeImii  and  Co,  18S1. 
This  cheap  and  elegantly  got  up  volume 
has  a  rare  interest  for  the  young  of  both 
sexes  in  the  evangelical  world,  and  a  gieat 
value  for  Cbiislian  pastors.  It  gives  ex- 
tracts from  the  diary  of  a  very  able  and 
faithful  minister's  private  labours  among 
the  people  of  his  district,  and  shows  the 
varyinfi  methods  which  be  adopted,  in  the 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  for  bring- 
ing all  classes  of  sinners  under  the  saving 
influence  of  the  one  Gospel,  for  removing 
the  obstacles  and  stomblinghlocks  from 
the  way  of  all  doubters,  and  for  establish- 


.;;oogie 


4Sd  BExioioti^  rsTiSiiJGttK^. 

ingpesc«  and  jojiu  therolnda  of  all  BBXi' '  good  netrscannot  lie  fortbem.'  ^e''Fa»- 

oos   inquirers — ^tl   gloonif    self-accnser9,  tor"  ha*  aremukableiact  in  dealin^viih 

who  pertinacioDslj  insist  that  they  have  all  the  CB«ea ;  and  the  acconal  vhich  be 

been   cnllty  of  "  the  DDpardonable  sin,"  mjta  is  emiEentlj  dramatic;    The  book  '- 

and  afi  thoati  timid  and  iremhling  belie*-  filled  alike  for  mlBisters'  r"^   

en  ffho  are  eVet  tempted  to  think  that  the  tional  libranea. 


SulelligtntB.— Slaiitit  j^tHhutnian  €^mlf. 


PBknmmiu  rmtxssstiai^t.  Porteon*— Mr  MTi-ejah,  ctmteaer ;  and  on 

stndents,  the  Rev.  M«Mr«  Inglia,  I>.  Eetr, 

Aberdeen. — ThiipTeib^rteryinetonTBei-  Honlgonuij,  HarrBwer,  M'fieish^  *ud  Dr 

dayinStTIicholaaLaneSchooI-tooin— Mr  Cairai  — Dr     Oairtit,     convener.      The 

Befl,  Midmar,  moderator.    TTie'nreabjterj  amended  nilesforthe  Home  MfsgionFnnd, 

look  np  the  petition  from  Dr  M'Crie,  Old  sent  dovvn  to  preebyteileB  and  semions, 

MeldrDco,  anont  a  colleHgne  and  eneceisor  were  deferred  till   De±t  meeting;  and  it 

— Mesart  BrDi:«,   Tnmbnlt,  and  Morgan  was  agreed  that  BCB^one  be  directed  to 

appearing  as  comntiisioneri  on  behalf  of  lend  ia  their  reports  befoTe  that  meelieg. 


iingresation.    The  prajer  of  the  peti'  which  was  appointed  to  he  held' on  the  Hh 

tton  was,  [hat  probationers  shonld  be  ap-  of  November  next. 

pointed  to  preach  at  OldMeidmm  inkier-  £dtnfiitr(fi.— This  presbytery  met  on  the 

usee  months,  with  the  view  to  moderation  3d  September — the  B«v.  A.  C.  Bntherford, 

of  H  call  to  a  colteagne  and  snccesaor  in  moderator,  era  Ifm.    The  clerk  stated  that 

the  pastorate.    Dr  M'Crie,  so  long  as  he  he  had  leceiveds  commnnication  fiom-Hr 

contranes  to  be  able  to  do  half  the  pastoral  Scott,  convener  of  the  presbytery's  Home 

work  ander  thh  arrangement,  woald  give  Mission  Committee,  slating  that  Uie  cir- 

tip  half  the  stipend,  and  when  a  coUeagne  cular  ordered  at  last  meeting  of  presbytery 

and  sfiecessor  is  chosen,  would  cease  to  do  bad  been  sent  to  all  the  inembera  of  pres- 

|>«8[oral^uty,endremit  thewhole, — retain-  by  tery  within  the  bonnds;  bnt,  aa  yet,  Le 

ing,  howerer,  hiit  atatns  a»  a  member  oF'  h&d  received  no  response,  owing  to  the 

prresbytery.     The  commiesionera  intimated  short  lime  that  had  elapsed;  and  tliat  he 

concurrence  in  this  aTTangement  on  behalf  badatsosentarequesttoMrTltitforagraiil 

of  the  congregation,  who  also  nndertake  to  from  the  Fergnson  I'nnd,  but  he  had  sinee 

Tt,iet  L.IIO,  and  iAlowsn«e  for  sacramental  learned  that  there  waa  nothing'  at  the  dii- 
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expenses,  as  stipend' for  a  cbUeagne  and  pesal  of  those  in  charge  of  the  fund  for 

BDCcessor.    Tbe  presbytery  agreed  to  grant  that  pnr[)ose:    The  clerk  fhrth'tir  reported 

the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  apply  to  the  ibal  iheconrmittee  appointed  at  last  nwel- 

Committee  of  Distribution  for  supply  of  iogto  bold'a  coioference  with  the  Synofi 

preachers    accordingly.      The    presbytery  Home  Mission  Committee,  with  a  view  10 

also  agreed  to  transmit  a  petition  from  obtaining  theirassistaucetoi^ardialbeerM- 

Tough    congregation    for   snpptement   to  tion  of  a  manse  and  chnich  at  Otlabeii^ 

stipend.    It  was  fnrther  agreed,  Ibat  as  the  had  met  with  the  committee,  and  a  letter 

next  meeting  of  presbytery  takes  place  on  had  been  receited  from  MrMacOili,  aslhe 

the    week   appointed    by  the   Synod   for  result  of  that  conference.  The  letter,  which 

—  icial  religioue  services  connected  with  was  read  to  the  ptesbyterj;  t*(tB  to  lllfl 

._j  revival  of  religion,  devotional  exercises  effect  that,  white  the  committee  would  ^vs 

shall  be  engaged  in  by  the  presbytery  in  every  countenance  to  any  elTorts  made  (m 

reference  to  this  matter ;  and  also,  that  a  the  raising  of  fnnds  for  the  erection  at  the- 

conversneionnponpHBtoraldntiesshalliake  church  and  mame,  they  conld  not  eontri- 

plac^  the  au^ect  to  he  introduced  by  the  bute  from  their  funds'  my  more  than  lb* 

moderator.    The  presbytery  atijonmed  td  L.70  which  they  had  already  promised  'o 

Tnwday,  Bth  October.  give  as  a  supplement  to  the  minister's  ati- 

Seneick. — This  presbytery  met  on  the  pentd.    It  was  agreed  that  the  prest^tetj'* 

17th  of  Septembei^the  Rev.B.H.  Inglis,  Home  htiision   Committee   sbouM  sxeit 

moderator,  pro  lent.   Beporta  were  received  tbemseives  for' the  porpose  of  rAuing  the 

ttoia  three  of  the  supplemented  congrega-  amount  required  in  anyway  that  they  nijht 

tions;  and  the  presbytery  agreed  to  reconi-  think  moat  desirable.    A  commiltec  ip- 

mend  that,  in  each   of  these  eases,  the  pointed  at  last  meeting  to  hear  Mr  BailKe'' 

existing  arrangements   be    continued   for  tlial  disconrsei  gave  in  their  report,  vhieh 

soother  year.    The  following  committees  recommended  ^at  the  preel^tery  suitsin 

w«rB  appointed: — On  statiatica,  the  Ker.  the  discoursBs,  and  Bpnoint  a  day  lor  Mr 

"'eiar*    M'Leish,    Sewt,   and    Willitm  BaiUle^»  eriimtioB.    vr«dne«dar*'M^ 


tftaJKlOOS  ISlEILKffiBCE;  AW 

bbath  of  September  wu  appoiDted  majoH^,  onlj  the   mover  and   seeonder  ' 

purpomi     MpMillWof  HoMbanlt  TDIingforllie  other.    Thepresbirterf,  hoi*- 

•in,  and  rariaas  merafneM  or  pret-  ever,  came  to  n  reaolotloa  entitling  ibe  par- 

dong  iriCh'Mr  RotKmonor  Btow,  ties  M  receive  tbetr  di»jniictioi]  ceitificatea 

ptesenl.    Thecterft  reprat^d' ibw  wtieneTer   the;  applied   for  them.     The 

Gommnnieatod  with  tbe  eeMione  S^nodhailngset aparttbeflntweekorOc- 

bnreb  in  MnitelbafgHi  iilf6nning  cobet  for  special  services  tbronghont  tbe 

tbe  BpplicHlion  of  the  minority  of  iJnitedPresbjterian Church,  thepresbytery 

hill  coneregatioK  to  be  di^otned  agreed (oadopctbefbllowingasthemodeof 

U  chnn^ ;   and  he  had  receired  prric^tlre thejironldrecommcnd tobefol. 

from  boih   coBgyegalioni,     The  lowed  thtronghonl  their  boundi : — ^1.  That 

Jlreet  »ewroii  had  agreed  te  give  oa  the  first  Sabbath  of  October,  on  which' 

on  on  the  propriety  oT  impropriety  the  special  services  cnmmeace,  oneat  least 

ilhion,  bin  ten  ic  iff  the  bands  of  of  tbe  sermons  delivered  by  each  minister 

t    The  MHiSill' session  aenl  in  a  be  specially  ad dtesaed  to  the  unconTerted, 

U   the    foHowiog   efltecti—^The  2.   That,   masmnch  aa   in   the  aynodicar 

CM  oF^he  bnrgb  is  inronnd  nuni'  minute  the  snbject  of  reTival  ia  recom- 

10;  bM  nesily  lOOQ  must' b«  de-  mended  to  be  made  p&rticularlf  promi- 

IroratbiB-  in'eonileetioll'  with  the  nent  in  tbe  fUnily  worabip  of  onr  boase- 

asiltints  in  tournl      Afiain,  there'  holds,  ministers  embrace  the  opponanity 

believe,  at  least  sbont  2Sd  Boman  of  culing  tbe  notice  of  their  people  to 

tt  to  he'  dedmoed,  leaving  a  total  familj  worship;  and,   as    one    important 

e  pspDtation  of 'fl7W.    Sow,  let  ns  ■  means  of  revival,  do  their  utmost  to  have 

I  chnrcfi  aca6iinaed«tien'there  is  thiBpracticemadeuniveTsat  in  thefamilies. 

namber;—  3^  That,  whenever  practicable,  the  ministers ' 

UkParlsitChsrcRetmtsinB  9000  residing  in  the  same  neighbourhood  bere- 

lEsk,    ....        IIOQ  commended  to  nalte  in  special  evangelistic ' 

»  Slfeet   United   Preabj^-  servicea,  having  parlicalar  reference  to  the 

Wfaa  congreffatiW,'      .  TOO  nim-church-going  port  of  the  populatioa 

HI  do,,  .        .        .  900  Mound  them;  and  that  ddera  and  private 

Cbereh,         .        .        .  8M"  members  of  churches   be  invited  to  co- 

I^lion^eay      .        .  SOfr'  operate  in  secaring  the  efficiency  of  the 

■""^  evangelistic  services,    4,  That  a  leaflet  be 

'I'oUd,       .        .        .        Moo  prepared  and  printed,  containing  sugges- 

|m  (o  these  Aere  is  an  Episcopal  tions  of  chanters  of  Scdptnre  that  ma;  be 

pjich  may  contain  SOO  persons,  read,  and  of  topics  for  each  day  of  the  re- 

Mtia  Cholch,    Newbiffiin^,    300  vival  we^.     5.  That  a  portion  of  time, 

M  thiis ' there  is  itr' allactiommo-  beginning  at  twelve  o'clock  and  closing  at' 

Ar  T^'perMnis,  being  30D  more  balf.past  on^  be  set  apart  bj  the  presby- 

*  efltiWpoptrtation  of  the  bnrgh.^  terj  at  its  meeting  in  October  for  con ver- 

Mnen,  bIkI  children.    Bin  there  are  sational  and  devotional  exercises,  bearing' 

two  United  Preslttteriati'  congre-  upon  the   exercises   of  the  week.     The 

In  MuSselbiii^h.    In  these  congre-  presbytery  then  adjourned. 
dMreit'oecomlnodatiDn  tor  at  least         G/DijrowL— -M  a  meeting  of  this  pres- 

fwcs;    Tbt  combined  membership  bytery  held  on  the  13th   September,  a 

tsmonnt  tO'500;  aUd,  such  being'  deputation,  consisting  of  Messrs  Melvin, 

e,  (his  seeiion  respectfuny  eobmlis'  Smith,  Hae,  Reid,  Tnllte,  and  Glen,  was 

tit  Hill  not  lend  to  weaken  the  in--  h'eard  on  the  "Social  Evil;"   and  they; 

of  the  United'PreslfyterianCbnrch'  spoke  at  some  length.    Altersomeconver- 

■a  tblfdiiongregailoit  atpresent,  as'  sation,  a  small  committee  wbb  appointed,, 

damp  the  energies  of  those  already  who  are  to  report  to  the  presbytery,  after 

ence."    The  moderator  havingin-  which   the   prestnrtery  will  consider  the 

whether    any   commissioner    ap-  whole  snbject  wiih  closed  doors. 

»■  snppfort  the  petition  of  the'  /refanrf.— This  presbytery  met  at  Bally- 
y wished  to  addres*  the  court,  after'  mena  on  Tuesday,  27th  August^  Rev. 
remarks  from  Mr  Bonrhill,  Mr'  David  Mair,  A.M.,  moderator.  Tbe  Rev, 
d,  and  frorii  Mr  James  Bonrbfll,  H;  M".  Macflill,  tbe  Synod's  Home  Mission 
»t1iBs-  were  removed.  Dr  BrOwn  SeccetaiJ,  being  present,  was  invited  to  sit 
that  the  petition  be  refhsed.  Mr  and' correspond.  The  report  of  the  pres- 
Leiib,  seconded  the  motion.  The  byteiy's  MisiioDary  Committee  was  given 
tor  was  abont  to  pat  the  motion  to'  in  by  the  Rev,  Dr  Bryce,  convener.  It 
shyteiy,  when  Mr  'Wallace  felder)  gave  an  account  of  a  conference  wltb  «' 
tjist  the  petition  be  granted.  Mi'  depntation  ftom  the  Synod's  Home  Corn- 
s'' seconded  Mt  Wallace's  motion,  miitec  on  ihe  selection  of  a  new  mission 
'"ii's  motion  was  catried  bp-  a  large  fleld^  in  Which  information  and  soggeatioa 
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before  by  the  depuiBiion,  accompaaied  b; 
the  Uev.  Hugh  Smythe,  a  member  of  Ibe 
preiibylerj'B  committee.  From  informa- 
tion oblaioed  on  occasion  ot  tfais  visit,  and 
previously,  it  appeared  that,  among  all  tlie 
peraoDs  wbo  have  been  turned  to  God  out 
of  a  veij  dark  and  godless  region,  there 
haa  not  been  oa  yet  a  single  instance  of 
backsliding,  nor  any  falling  off  in  the 
fervour  and  zeal  of  the  converti.  The 
missionary,  loo,  bm  now  free  intercourse 
ivith  ■  portioD  of  the  population  who,  at 
the  first  eetabliehment  of  the  aiation  in 
June  ISja,  and  for  a  year  afterwards,  were 
utterly  inaccessible;  and  very  hopeful  im- 
pressiona  have  been  made  on  aome  indi- 
vidnals  of  this  claas.  In  the  Derry  portion 
of  this  field  there  has  been  within  the  laat 
nine  montha  a  marked  increase  in  serious- 
ness and  attention  to  religioua  ordinances, 
and  some  cases  of  what  appears  genuine 
conversiun.  The  meetings  held  by  the 
presbytery's  agent  are  improving  both  in 
numbera  and  in  seriousness,  and  the 
Sabbath  school  is  flourishing.  The  school- 
house — comprising  a  large  room  up-atairs, 
which  has  for  some  months  been  used  for 
the  Sabbalb  acliool  and  forpublic  woiehip, 
and  also  a  reeidence  for  the  teacher  on  the 
ground-floor — had  been  erected,  under  the 
mperinteadence  of  the  Bev.  Dr  M'lntyre  ; 
half  of  (he  expense  being  borne  by  Mr 
Henderson  of  Park,  and  half  by  the  people 
on  the  spot.  Mr  MacGill  preached  in  the 
eveoiug  to  an  audience  which,  considering 
that  it  was  collected  in  a  country  place  on 
an  hour  and  a  half's  notice  in  a  buay 
season,  was  encouragingly  large;  and  after 
sermon,  the  deputation  held  a  meeting 
with  the  people,  with  a  view  to  finishing 
the  apartments  for  the  teacher.  The 
depntation  stated,  that  although  the  Board 
vaa  precluded  by  the  rales  from  granting 
money  for  building,  they  would  in  their  indt- 
Tidual  capacity  engage  to  procure  whatever 
assistance  might  be  needed;  and  requested 
(he  people  to  specify  what  proportion  they 
would  contribute — one-foorlh,  one-third,  or 
one-half.     One  of  the  persons  present  re- 

Slied,  "We  bore  the  half  of  what  has  been 
one,andIthinkweou|Efal  todo  thehalf  of 
what  remains."  The  proposal  woa  cordially 
agreed  to  by  the  whole  meeting,  and  Mr 
PatoD,  witb  his  uenai  generoitity,  tabled  a 
five-pound  note  towards  the  other  half. 
(The  convener  of  the  presbytery's  commit- 
tee has  since  learned  that  operations  were 
immediately  commenced,  that  the  materials 
arenow(l8thSeptember>all  on  the  ground, 
and  the  work  progressing.)  The  thanks  of 
(he  preabytery  were  given  to  thedeputatioD, 


and  acknowledged  by  Mr  MacQill,  liia 
also  made  some  inieresiing  siaiemcsu 
concerning  the  contampialed  extension  nl 
missionary  operations  in  Ireland.  Tbe 
Rev.  James  Fleming,  in  the  name  of  lb 
congregation  of  Cullybachey,  acknowledge 
with  thanka  agrant'ofL,2D  from  the  Hoim 
Committee  to  that  congregation,  aa  sup- 
plement of  stipend.  He  also  stated  that  lie 
small  debt  owing  by  tbe  congregation  hid 
been  paid  off  through  the  exertions  of  ths 
Kev.  Dr  Bryce.  A  call  from  the  congregt- 
tioD  of  Port  Hope,  Canada  Weat,  trani- 
milted  by  the  Presbytery  of  Cobourg  to  the 
Bev.  Jamea  Pitzpatrick,  with  reasons  for 
translation,  was  laid  on  the  table.  The 
Rev.  David  Mair  was  appointed  to  preach 
at  Boveedy  on  (he  first  Sabbath  in  Sep- 
tember, and  the  Rev.  Br  M'lntyre  al 
Knockclunghgorm  on  tbe  second  Sabbath, 
and  give  these  congregations  notice  a!  sud 
call,  and  anmmon  them  to  appear  for  their 
intereslB  at  an  adjonmed  meeting  of  pita- 
byteiy,  to  be  held  at  Craigmore  on  Tues- 
day, I7lb  Se^itember.  Mr  Filipatrick  wu 
summoned,  apud  acta,  to  attend  the  aame 
meeting, — the  clerk  to  fumiah  copies  of 
the  reasons  of  translation.  Thereafter  a 
petition  was  preaeoted  from  (he  congrega- 
tion of  Enockcloughgorm,  reqaeating  the 
whole  of  Mr  Fitzpalrick'a  labours.  Ur 
Mur  was  instructed  to  give  notice  of  this 

?;tition  to  the  congregation  of  Boveedy.— 
he  presbytery  met  at  Crugmore  on 
Tuesday,  17tb  September,  purauant  to  od- 
jourumeiit--Rev.  D.  Mair,  A.M.,  modera- 
tor. Mr  Maic  and  Dr  M'lntyre  having 
given  an  account  of  (heir  proceediags,  a 
letter  from  the  derk  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Cobourg,  with  an  encloaed  extract  nom  the 
minutes  of  (hat  presbyteiy,  transmitting  the 
call,  stating  that  it  was  unanimons,  and 
that  the  atipend  offered  was  1000  dollara— 
L.250  currency,  and  recommending  ils  ac- 
ceptance, were  read  ;  alao  the  reasons  of 
transUtion  were  read,  and  answers  thereto 
from  tbe  congregations  of  Knockcloagb- 
gorm  and  Boveedy.  Mr  Fitipatrickb^K 
called  upon,  aaid,  that  be  had  resolTtd 
early  in  the  business  to  be  gaided  in  the 
matter  by  the  advice  of  the  presbytery, " 
be  had  Felt  great  difSculty  in  deciding  wlul 
was  bis  duty.  Several  members  streni- 
ously  opposed  this  propoaal,  and  insialed 
that  Mr  Fitspatrick  shonld  decide  tbe 
question  himaelf.  After  much  discussioii, 
it  was  agreed  IQ  call  tbe  roll,  and  that  eacb 
member  might  give  advice  or  not,  aa  be 
pleaaed.  Four  membera  declined  oBering 
any  advice  ;  a:t  the  others  gave  it  as  tbeii 
opinion  that  it  was  Mr  Fitzpatrick's  dsij 
to  remain  in  Ireland.  Mr  ritipatritt 
cordially  accepted  the  opinion  of  (he  fitta- 
bytery,  as  the  mind  of  God  on  (he  aubjeei, 
and  expressed  bis  determiuation  to  act  aa 
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msin.    He  might  now  state,  what  [a  memljer,  'tow'] — jei,  vow,  and  would 

It  at  libertj  to  state  sooner,  and  certainly  hare  gone."    The  consideration 

lid  acconnt  for  his  obelinecf  (as  of  the  petition  from  Knock clon^ihgorm,  for 

'a  Fathers  and  hretbren  seemed  to  the  nhole  of  Mr  Fiiipatrick'a  labours,  was 

in  refusing  so  persiatenlly  to  act  deferred  till  the  stated  qnorterly  oieetiag 

lieir  advice.   Coasidering  that  this  of   presbjteiy,  oa   the   last   Tuesday   in 

second  uoanimons  call  to  I'ort  November. 

tit  it  was  given  after  hie  most  KxrkcaMy.  —  This  presbyCerr  met  M 
id  decided  refasal  of  the  former,  Levea  on  the  27th  Aneust,  and  was  con- 
lowed  him  Co  Ireland  without  anj  stitated.  The  Kev.  Dr  Eadie  and  the  Kev. 
suspicion  even  on  his  part  that  Alexander  Wallace,  atteetedcommiBsiouen 
ming,  and   that  the  providences  fromthePresbytery  of  Glasgow.audMessrs 

first  had  led  him  to  visit  Foit  Thomson,   Miller,   and   Ergklne,   attested 

rst  were  80  peculiar,— considering  commissioners  from   the  congregation  of 

the  time  was  evidently  at  hand  Regent's  Place,  Glasgow,  appear^  to  pro- 

ih  of  his  present  congregations  secnie  the  call  addressed  by  that  congre- 

e  a  minister  to  itself,  and  how  gation  to  the  Rev.   W.   B.  Thomson   of 

ions  and  painful  difficulties  were  Bethelfield,  Kirkcaldy.    Messrs  Hogarth, 

arise  from  this, — he  had  asked  Wyllie,    Sanuders,    Macfarlaue,    Beattie, 

'Is  not  this  a  movement  in  Provi-  Fleming,    Watson,    and    Beas,    attested 

clear  away  those  difficulties  by  commiSBiouera  from   the   congregation  of 

eawayfrombothcongregacions?  Bethelfield,  laid  on  the  table  answers  by 

in  the  one  scale  these  considera-  that  congregation  to  the  reasons  for  trans- 

1  the  arguments  employed  in  the  lation   by   uie  congregation  of   Regent's 

for  translation,"  and  putting  in  Place.    The  reasons  for   translation  and 

scale  some  of  the  considerations  answers  thereto  were  read.    The  commis- 

'  iboaa  who  to-day  had  advised  sioners  from  Kegent's  Place,  those  from  the   • 

Mj  (for  some  of  them  had  not  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  and  those  from  the 

to  him),  he  felt  ntterlj  unable  to  congregation    of    Bethelfield   were    fully 

hat  was  duty.     He  had,  therefore,  heard.    Mr  Thomson,  in  the  course  of  aa 

e  matter  to  the  throne  of  grace,  interesting  address,  stated  that,  alter  mucll 

lly  had  beiiire  God  formed  and  anxious  and  prayerful  cMisideraiion,  ha 

d  a  solemn  resolnlion  to  be  guided  bad  come  to  the  resolution  of  accepting 

Ivice  of  bis  brethren,  and  to  look  this  call,  which  he  now  did  accordingly. 

•dice  as  a  voice  from  Him,     He  The  presbytery,   having  expressed    their 

[«Ked   the   same   to   friends    in  cordial  best  wishes  for  Mr  Thomson's  pros- 

i  tnd  he  had  felt  that  -he  should  perity  and  comfort  in  his  new  charge,  and 

ling  faiih  with  men  and  mocking  having  commended  him  to  the  affectionate 

(  High  if  he  did  not  abide  by  the  regards   of   the   Presbytery   of   Glasgow, 

had  so  solemnly  chosen.    He  had  agreed  that  the  pastoral  relation  between 

une  manner  resolved,  that  if  the  him  and  the  congregation  of  Bethelfield 

ry  should  decline  to   advise,   he  should  be  dissolved,  and  it  was  now  de- 

|ke  it  as  an  indication  that  it  was  clared  to  be  dissolved  accordingly.     Mr 

ill  he  should  go.    From  first  to  Fleming  was  appoinCedto  preachatBetbel- 

Ilad   felt   the   same   uncertainty  field  on  Sabbath  first,  to  intimate  the  pro- 

"f ;  hut  he  had  all  along  distiu-  ccedings  which  have  now  taken  place,  and 

between  daty  and  inclination.    At  to  declare  the  church  vacant, 

inclination  was  to  go.    He  would  ion^ion,— ThispresbytervmetonthelSth 

that  the  great  improvement  in  his  Anguat  in  Myddelcou  Hall, — Rev,  Robert 

I  circumstances  promised  by  Port  Redpath,  moderator.    There  was  laid  on 

duo  share  in  this;hut  sofaras  he  the  table  a  petition  from  the  congrega- 

1  own  heart,  ho  was  sure  it  weighed  lion  of  Claphara,  adopted  at  a  meeting 

ntjy  with  him,  compared   to  the  held  on  the  Uth,  praying  the  presbytery 

'lion  in  which  place  he  could  best  to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  mode- 

Jrisi's  cause.    Latterly,  considera-  rate  in  a  call  on  an  early  day.    There  ap- 

oich  had   not  before  occurred  to  pesred  as  commissioners  to  support  the 

d  some  of  which  had  been  urged  same,  and  Co  afford  all  necessary  informa- 

liad   changed    his    inclination  \  tion  to  the  presbytery,  Messrs  'r.  Hunter, 

te  added,  struggling  with  strong  J.  Young,  A.  Dunn,  J,  E.  Russell,  and  P. 
',  "it  would  have  been  intensely  Brown.  The  usual  inquiries  as  to  Che  al- 
io me  had  yon  this  day  senC  me  tendance  atthecongregational  meeting,  the 
'  occnn,  cither  hy  positively  advis-  spirit  prevailing,  the  prospect  of  unanimity 
>  course,  or  by  re.''using  to  advise,  in  the  choice  of  a  minister,  and  the  stipend 
lelesa,"  conliuned   he,    recovering  offered,  having  been  answered  saiisfac- 

"I  would  have  adhered  to  my —  torily  by  the  commissioners,  it  was  moved 
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and' agreed  to  tbitthepetitlDnbegraiitei]. 
'i'he  maderatidn  vaa  sppoinced  Bccoidinglj' 
lolBkeplBcoon  the  evening  of  Wednesday. 
the  2Bth'  August,  Dr  Edmoad  prcBiding. 
—The  preebjleiy  met  again  on  the  9tn 
September  ia  Albion  restry.  The  Bei. 
Dr  Brown  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  Rev.  Mr 
HmtOnofPiuBley,  sapplTingthecongrega- 
tiont  of  Clapham  and  WeBtboame,  sat  ai 
members  of  presbjtery,  asreeftbly  to  the 

Spointment  of  Synod.  The  Rer.  Jtt 
iwere  of  the  Presbytery  of  Lancashire, 
bejng^  also  present,  was  invited  co,corTe- 
Bpond.  Dr  Ednion,d  gave  an  interim  nc- 
connt  of'hls  falfilment  of  the  Kppoint- 
Qfent'of  presbytery  at  its  last  roeenog  to 
moderate  afClapham,  and  stated  ihnt  a 
uaanlmDiis  call  bad  been  giien  to  the 
Ber.  Dr  Macfarlane  of  Glasgow,  bat 
craTed  leave,  for  reasoni  mentioned,  to 
aobmil  the  nsnal  detailed  report,  and  to 
bring  np  the  call  and  relative  docamema 
at  the  next  meeting.  Leave  to  stay  effort 
was  granted,'  and  the  ne:tt  mectinf;  of 
presbytery  was  appointed  to  be  beld  on 
the-  evening  of  Monday,  the  30th  Sep- 
"  tembsr,  in  Albion  vestry.  A  veryinterest- 
in;g  conversation  followed  on  tbe  sabject 
ot  union  with  other  evangelical  Presby- 
tettan  bodies  in  England,  when  senlimenis 
in'  &rvaT  of  sucli  union  were  warmly  en- 
preased  byall  the  brethren  present,  and 
variOBs  practical  suggestions,  to  be  more 
maturely  consMeced  ^terwnrd,  as  to  the 
best  means  of  removing  diffi'cnlties  and 
facilitating  the  desired  resnlt,  were  throwQ 
oat  and  discnued.  The  members  of  pres- 
bytery parted  with  a  deep  feeling  of  the 
pfeasant  and  nsefol  character  of  the  coo' 


their  scconnts,  and  U 


:e  what  they  mxj 


Mtlrose. — This  presbytery  met 
3S  nit. — Mr  Tonn^,  moderator.  The  only 
btnhiess  of  importance  before  it  was  a 
petition  for  a  moderation  from  East  Bank 
congregation,  Hawick.  The  petition  was 
tmanimousljr  granted,  and  Mr  Bassell  was 
appointed  (o  preach  and  preside  in  the 
moderation  on  Tuesday,  the  17th  Sep- 
tember, The  next  meeting  of  presbytery  is 
at  Mtlrnse,  on  Tuesday  the  1st  of  October. 

iieiBcaitU.—1iiia  presbytery  met  on 
tlte  6th  August— Rev.  H.  S.  Campbell, 
moderator.  The  Her.  Messrs  Wood  of 
Campsie,  and  Scott  of  M&nchester,  being 
present,  were  invited  to  correspond. 
Various  ministers  who  had,  in  pursuance 
of  previous  arrangements,  visited  Towlaw, 
reported  the  state  of'matters  as,  upon  the 
whole,  enconraging  for  baving  a  snpply  of 
sermon  there  for  some  time.  Upon  which 
it  was  agreed  to  grant  supply  of  sermon  for 
four  weeks,  to  instruct  the  people  to  give 
liberally  for  the  euppoit  of  the  Gospel,  and 
tn  if,.„,  ,.  ^.,~,™i.=.„n—  ot  «•„.  Tjeeiing  of 
of 


Bisters  h&ving  in  the  course  of  their  eiu- 
gelistic  effbrts  vi^ted  Middleshnrgh  lod 
Spennymoor,  reported  circumstances  itiat 
as  interesting  and  requiring  prompt  aid 
earnest  attention.  It  was  accordingly  it- 
solved  to  have  arrangements  madeMiitb 
the  Synod's  Home  MIsEion  Board  fat 
sending  a  preacber  to  each  of  those  plicu 
for  four  weeks,  with  the  view  of  asceitsin- 
ing  what  prospects  may  be  presented  of  s 
igregation  being  collected  tb  ere;  the  pre:- 


towatd  the  expense  of  this  m 
cordial  thanks  of  the  pretby  tery  were  giTCD 
to  the  Bev,  Ml  Wood  for  his  xealons  snd 
valuable  services  as  a  deputation  from  the 
Svnod,  in  the  visits  be  had  made  to  vertDns 
places  in  tbe  bounds  of  this  piesbTiet;. 
Tbe  committee  for  Mr  Robert  Gray's  ex- 
amination reported  it  a«  satisbctory,  asd 
be  was  certified  to  the  professors  in  llie 
Divinity  Hall.— Sept.  S.  The  presbvleiy 
met  again ;  when  Mr  Scott,  commissioner 
from  Towlaw,  stated  the  position  and  pros- 
pects of  the  people  meeting  for  worship 
there,  engaging  to  do  what  they  can  for 
the  snppon  of  the  Gospel,  aoci  requeit- 
jtig  that  a  preacher  may  be  located 
among  them  for  three  months.  It  was 
agreed  to  have  this  application  remitted  to 
the  Synod's  Home  Mission  Board,  with  i 
statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  re- 
commending [he  continuance  of  supplyia 
that  place  for  tbe  tltnc  now  proposed.  Ths 
case  of  congregations  receiving  supple- 
ments was  considered;  Mr  Parier  re- 
ported evangelistic  efforts  in  Sundeiluid, 
which  were  encouraging. 

Paisley  and  GTeenock. —Tbit  coart  met 
at  Greenock  on  3d  September.  Took  into 
consideration  the  call  from  PoUockshawl 
to  Rev.  Wm.  Sprott  of  Alexandria.  After 
hearing  commissioners,  Mr  Sprott  declared 
his  willingness  to  accept  tbe  call,  ai  he 
regarded  traaslaiions  in  themselves  desir- 
able, the  sphere  was  more  influential,  and 
the  liberality  of  the  congregation  markedly 
stiperior,  the  membership  of  the  tno 
chnrches  being  about  eqnaj.  Bev.  Jas. 
Dnnlop  was  appointed  to  preach  atAlei- 
andria,  and  declare  the  cburcb  vacant,  and 
Rev.  Wm.  M.  Hallej  appointed  moderaloi 
of  session.  Favourable  reports  were  pre- 
sented of  the  prospects  of  the  station  at 
BeafVow.  Rev.  G.  C.  Hntlon  was  choteii 
moderator  for  the  next  six  months. 

Slirling.— This  presbytery  met  on  Tna- 
day— MrMuir,  Bridge  of  Allan,  moderator. 
Com  tnisiioners  were  present  from  the  West 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  Alloa,  snii 
laid  on  the  table  a  call,  unanimously  signed, 
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in  fironr  of  Hi:  MitcfaeU  Hmef,;  proba-  of  Edlnbiir|;b,  atdained  Uth'  September, 

lioaer,  QUagow,  which  wu  aDsnimauilj  tu  benolleagus  and  Bocc«Hor  to  tbe  Set. 

enslained.     The  preabfte^  uisuintd  ihe  Mr  Suedman — (he  Bev.  Mr  Muir,  Balfron, 

trills  for  ordination  of  Mr  Juha  Govan-  >nd    tb«  Bex.  Mi   AI'Iaisc,  Bkbrb^, 

lock,  pTobatioDer,  Edinbnrgh,  who  bu  re-  officiating. 

ceiTed  and  accepted  a  call  from  the  Erskine  

United  Preabyterian  Chnrch,  Stiriing,  to 
•e  KoT. 


be  eoUeagne   and   a 

John  8t«ediDan.    TheS4ch  {ut.,  at  Cwelra 

o'cln^wu  tbraappoiBUdlbrMrOcwaii-  Tbb  fonndalion-etoiie  of  a  new  ehnnh  at 

Iwk's  ordinaliaix.  £jImalcolin  <  was  laid  by  tbe  Ber.  Geo.  Ali- 

-ifiiiDf  Kilberehan,  ontheBBCh  of  Angnt. 

CU.I,  KODERiTBD  ^''°  ''"'"'  anDwwaary  acdree  of  tba^con- 

■  gregaiion  was  held  in  the  pment  pUee  of 

Sianirodi!    Strett,    Gtatjoto. — The   Rer,  worehip  on  the  eame  BTening— the  Ber. 

Sobert  JohuBton  of  Arbroath,  callad  S3d  Ju.  Fjfe  in  the  chair.    Apprapriata-and 

Stplember — Bev.  Dt  BobBoa  pfe«iditi£.  '"' '' ''■' ' '  """ ''  " 


Enkn*  Ckarch,  Staib^^~Kx  QomDloek 


FOREIGN. 

The  majoritj  of  formgn  qaeBtiona  seem  to  have  made — dariQg  the  post  month — do 
perceptible  adTMice  towards  a  soltition.  The  war  in  America  baits,  but  throagh  no 
viah — on  tjie  part  of  either  the  Federaiiata  or  tbe  SeceSBloaists— f  or  a  camprotnise 
that  might  Mid  tbe  unnatural  blooddied.  The  Northerni  »re  more  fiercely  reeolnte 
than  ever  against  -  a  peace  that  ahall  not  include  the  absolute  HnbjectioD  of  the 
Sontbem  party ;  nor  u  the  mood  of  the  latter  any  meeker.  The  probabilitiea  of 
the  champions  of  the  Union  feeling  themseiTSs  CMtatrained  to  identify  their  cause 
*!th  Negro  enjancipAtioD,  are  on  the  increase ; — at  least,  So  say  those  Abolitionists 
who  have  hitherto  ezfHweed  little  or  no  confidence  in  the  co-operation  of  inflnen- 
t<al  politidanH.  Appen^nces,  however,  in  reference  to  this  most  important  deve- 
bpment  of  the  strife,  are  very  uncertain ;  and  oor  own  country — nnmoved  by  the 
»ssiir&ne«8  of  Mrs  6towe--«tl!I  perBiBts  in  refusing  to  regard  the  war  as  the  final 
Mroggle  between  akvery  and  freedom  for  tbe  Blacks.  If  the  North  cannot,  as  yet, 
pfMently  or  safely  declare  that  she  is  fighting  directly  and  honestJy  for  the  grand 
laue  of  emancipation,  how  will  she  deem  it  eitiier  sate  or  prudent  to  actuaUy  nmke 
that  the  ieoue  of  the  war  ?  Individuals  and  nations  often  struggle  for  objects  more 
selfish  and  unworthy  than  those  which  they  care  to  avow ;  but  it  is  very  uncommon 
'or  them  stndiouriy  to  coneealtheir  best  and  noWeet  aims,  and  to  keep  back  a  war- 
Wy  which  woidd  thrill  through  every  honest  anit  generous  soul,  and  command  a 
Wftein  victory.  For  Premdent  Lincoln  and  his  BuppDrters  to  cloak  their  designs 
*^tist  Slavery-^f  they  really  have  aueh  designs  m  the  present  war — eeems  aa 
™ud  and  incredible  as  it  would  have  been  for  our  own  Wallace  or  Bmce  to  con- 
><al  that  the  erand  objetrt  of  their  fighting  against  England  was  the  fuH  aAd  jiu- 
Mediate  eBtelfisbment  of  Scottish  independence.  The  Yankees,  too,  are  not  the 
jii^liest  peofJe  in  the  world  to  Iride  any  truly  glorious  motive  which  they  may  have 
lot  puraaing  a  certain  line  of  conduct ;  they  are,  on  the  contrary,  aofficiently  ready 
tt>  display,  and  take  credit  for,  all  that  is  jH^seworthy  about  Uiemselvee  and- their 
QoingB.  II  tiigy  sfg  aahuued,  or  esteem  it  impolitic,  to  tell  that  they  are  really 
fighting  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery,  is  it  improbable  that  they  will  be  stiU  more 
'foamed,  and  judgv it  still  maie  impolitic, .t«  fight  at  all  for  such  an  iasue?  Mean- 
U^'  '^  ^^  '"'^  ^'^^  coneeal,  Wt,  by  many  words  aad  deeds,  lepudiate  tbeir 
'^'■UDpkiBgiiip  of  Emandpation,  they  should  neithw  be  satirised  nor  angry  that 
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tlie  British  people  irithbold  tlieii  Epnp&tby.  Tbe  war  baa  obeaily  began  to  tell 
injuriouslj  upon  our  manafactoriDK  towns ;  and  in  many  of  the  millB  tbe  faonn  of 
labour  are  reduced,  and,  of  coarse,  ibe  wages  also.  Ah  tiiB  winter  advances,  manj 
factories  will  be  closed ;  and — if  something  unexpectedly  do  not  intervene— Ui« 
spring  will  find  non -employment  and  starvation  general.  Our  merchant-piiM 
Uid  our  Grovernments  have  long  acted  most  culjuibly  in  doing  nothing  to  rods 
Britain  iijdependent  of  America  for  the  vast  supply  of  cotton  needed,  Htm^ 
there  were  always  in  view  such  contingencies  aa  might,  for  a  niinoos  length  <i 
time,  cut  ofi  that  supply.  With  ordinary  foretbou^t for  the  laatten  years,  w 
might  have  been  sure-~during  the  continoance  of  ^e  Civil  War  in  America— rJ 
r^ilarly  receiring  all  the  balea  reijuired. 

The  position  of  continental  sEFaus  is  unaltered.  Poland  remains  disquieted  uid 
demonstrative,  and  the  Russian  authorities  continue  their  brutally  repressive  policy. 
Hongary  firmly  maintains  paasiTe  resistance,  and  the  Emperor  does  not  relj  ii 
any  of  Uieee  demands  for  obedience,  which  must,  ere  long,  provoke  a  sauguiDary 
collision.  The  destiny  of  Rome  still  hangs  in  the  balance ;  inclining  now  to  tk 
Pope,  and  then  to  Victor  Emmanuel,  whenever  Louis  Napoleon  takes  out  his  sword 
frcnn  the  Papal  scale  or  again  throws  it  in.    The  Piedmcaiteee  troops  are  sbwly 

Sitting  down  the  brigandage  which  the  money  and  intrigues  of  the  ex-King  of 
aples  and  the  Pope  bad  beien  employed  to  establish  in  the  southern  provinces  of 
Italy.  The  method  of  Euppreasion  is  said  to  have  been  mercOesely  bloody,  and 
often,  too,  BO  indiscriminate  as  to  include  in  the  roll  of  slaughter  the  innocent  u 
weU  as  the  gnilty,  and  women  and  children,  not  less  than  hardened  ruffians.  It 
mAy  be  doubted  if  tbe  part  of  Olivcv  Cromwell  in  Ireland,  can  be  wisely  or  sni:- 
oessf ully  played  by  Victor  Emmanuel  in  the  reactiomuy  districts  of  Italy. 

TWO  NEW  MAKTYBS  IN  ERROMANGA. 

It  was  confidently  believed  that  the  famous  John  Williams  would  be  the  last,  a> 
be  was  tbe  first,  murdered  missionary  in  tbe  savage  island  of  Erromanga,  and  thst 
his  precious  blood  would  prepare  that  heathen  soil  for  a  .speedy  and  a  glorious 
Christian  harvest.  Another  zealous  missionary,  however,  and  his  equally  heroic 
wife,  have  been  massacred  by  the  natives.  Mr  and  Mrs  Gordon,  who  seem  to  have 
been  in  jeopardy  every  hour  from  tlie  moment  of  their  arrival  in  the  island,  siellie 
victims ;  and  the  story  of  their  murder  and  mutilation  is  perhaps  the  darkest  epi- 
Bode  in  our  missionary  annals.  The  superstition,  deceit,  and  fury  displayed  by  the 
assassins  have  seldom  been  equalled.  It  is  doubtful  if,  in  the  meantime,  when  \hat 
are  so  many  and  such  extensive  apheies  where  mismonary  toil  can  be  both  safely  ami 
beneficially  carried  on,  our  Home  Churches  should  send  forth  any  more  labouiersio 
tbe  Erromaoga  field.  In  that  small,  unpromising,  and  specially  dangerous  conitf 
of  tbe  heathen  world,  all  the  missionaries  whom  Christendom  can  set  apart  fbr 
foreign  evangelization  might  be  massacred  in  a  single  month.  Wo  cannot  affiad 
them  all ;  nay,  we  cannot  afford  a  single  missionary  to  such  a  fate  in  Erromangt, 
when,  in  one  of  many  thousands  of  equally  destitute  spheres,  be  might  labour  sanl; 
and  profitably  for  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  years !  British  and  American  Chuiciffl 
may  be  sadly  reluctant  to  cloeor-in  tbe  meantime,  and  perhaps  for  tbe  next  genera- 
tion—the account  of  their  Christian  onterprize  with  any  old  sphere,  such  even  t> 
blood-stained  Erromanga ;  but  there  are  in  tbe  case  weightier  considerations  tlisn 
mere  sentiment.  The  field  for  missions  is  still,  ahuoet  as  at  first,  tbe  whole  vortd  j 
end  when  all  the  small  mieeionary  foree  of  Christendom  could,  though  it  were  nmi- 
tiplied  a  hundred-fold,  be  not  only  adrantageopsly  but  safely  disposed  otm  many 
spheres,  why  insist  on  sending  any  to  thd  Erromanga  sbtuubles,  to  be  slaught«nd 
before  they  have  begun  their  labours? 

DIVINITY  HALL  REFORM. 

A  \etUx  on  this  subject,  in  the  Magazine  for  last  month,  has  met  witii  seven 
censure  from  several  quarters.  We  gave  it  insertion  for  the  following  resaons;  A" 
appreciation  of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject ;  a  belief  that  Mtherto  it  hu 
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lecsiTed  little  or  no  diMossion ;  a  knowledge  tliat  odt  correapoudent  had  for  jrars 
taken  a  aeriooB  view  of  it  in  its  bearings  upon  our  leading  chnrcheB ;  and  an  ex- 
pectation that,  in  the  event  of  liia  being  led  into  any  one-eifledness  or  exaggeration 
gf  Btatemeut,  or  into  any  miBrepreaentation,  other  corrcspondentB  would  come  for- 
ward promptly  to  correct  bim,  eo  tbat  the  agitation  of  the  question  might,  ss  a 
wliole,  be  fialutary.  It  wbb  also  onr  intention  to  watch  the  diecueeion,  and  to  guard 
readers  against  an^  eironeous  irapresmon  or  unwarrantable  inference.  In  the 
atewice  of  the  anticipated  speciSc  Btrictnree  [except  sncb  as  are  contained  in  one 
cnnmunication,  whicn  we  shall  afterwards  give] ,  we  proceed  at  once  to  do  our  part, 
as  it  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  no  delay  in  entering  a  caveat  against  certain 
mnclusionB  that  may  be  drawn  from  last  month's  letter. 

In  the  space  to  irhich  we  restricted  his  communication,  the  writer  had  little  or  no 
room  for  (Ssorimination,  though  he  meant  to  notice  the  theological  tuition  provided 
within  the  three  leading  Presbyterian  Churches,  and  also  the  Congregational  body 
of  Scetland.  Hence  the  risk  must  have  been  ever  recurring,  of  having  his  strictures, 
tbat  were  intended  for  one,  two,  or  three  of  those  Churches,  applied  to  the  fourth, 
tbougb,  in  his  opinion,  that  fourth  had  a  system  to  which  they  were  utterly  irrele- 
imt,  and  of  which  they  were  poeitiTely  calumnioua.     He  might  have  particularly 


'a  eye — say — the  Established  Church,  or  the  Free  Church,  or  the  body  of 
malists,  when  he  was  making  a  certain  description  ;  yet  the  sensitive- 
>  United  Presbyterian  woiud  resent  it  as  a  libel  upon  his  Church. 


It  WIS  acarody  possible,  in  a  sinf^e  brief  communication,  to  write  out  i 
aUniOt  the  many  individual  peculiarities  of  each,  and  to  underKne  these 
in  Bnch  prominent  denominational  capitals,  that  the  whole  running  world  might 
nad ;  and  it  would  have  been  scarcely  less  practicable  to  attempt  such  a  gencrali- 
Btion  as  should  render  one  description  tolerably  accurate  for  each  and  all.  We 
tlins  see  tbat  those  remarks,  which  have  been  deemed  by  some  readers  as  most 
offensive  ajid  untrue  to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  were  never  intended  by 
the  writer  (and  so  he  himself  assures-us)  to  apply  to  tbat  Church;  but  that,  when 
peiming  them,  he  had  anothec  Church  in  his  immediate  view.  When  he  spoke  of 
a  vhole  course  of  study  as  being  a  perfect  blank,  he  had  in  his  eye  a  Divinity  Hall 
where  something  more  lax  than  an  alternating  "partial  session"  is  in  regular 
operation,  and  where  we  have  known  many  students  who  were  veir  seldom  present 
for  an  hour  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  that  course.  His  forgetfuluees 
or  stupidity  in  mentioning  "  five,"  instead  of  "  four,"  as  the  number  of  HaJl  ses- 
jiong,  has  transferred  his  true  description  of  a  certain  Divinity  Hall  to  that  of  the 
United'  Presbyterian  Chnrch.  Oar  correspondent  assures  ua,  that  be  never  meant 
to  represent  "the  United  Presbyterian  Divinity  Hall  as  having  a  sucoessbn  of  five 
yesiB  of  famine  ;  but  tbat  he  rimply  intended  to  charge  upon  another  Church  which 
he  had  in  his  eye  a  blank  curriculum  in  its  theological  teaching.  He  says  that 
b«  is  as  ready  as  any  of  his  censors  to  stand  np  for  t£e  utility  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian UtJl,  and  to  claim  a  continuous  five  years  of  abundant  harvest.  And 
here,  we  humbly  but  earnestly  beg  to  point  out  a  fact,  which  ought  never  to  be 
overlooked  in  the  registry  or  estimate  of  mental  progress.  We  wiui  that  our  last 
month's  correspondent  had  duly  weighed  it.  A  boy  passes  through  school,  after- 
■wds  through  college,  and,  lastly,  through  divinity  classes  ;  and  what  is  his  candid 
verdict  upon  the  rate  of  speed  at  each  of  those  three  different  stages?  Why,  that  he 
learned  much  lea  in  the  divinity  than  in  the  litKiiry  classes,  and  that,  in  the  school 
and  during  the  a,  6,  c,  d  period,  he  acquired  infinitely  more  knowledge  than  at  any 
aulsequent  term,  down  to  the  close  of  his  life.  Our  readers,  surely,  don't  need  us 
to  eiplain  this.  From  the  age  o(  eight  years  to  that  of  fifteen,  there  is  an  incom- 
parably greater  development  than  in  any  after  period  double  the  length  ;  hence,  we 
do  not  wonder  that  bo^h  students  at  the  Univeisity  are  conscious  of  a  far  great«r 
progress  than  they  realize  when  attending  the  Divinity  Hall ;  yet,  who  would  char^ 

Xn  the  latt«r  any  corresponding  blame  for  the  inevitable  d^Sciency  ?     The  urchin 
uices  at  a  pace  in  ijie  hedge-school  far  quicker  than  a  university  Bacon  can 
show ;  and  the  stage  for  divinity  has  a  pace  slowest  and  most  creeping  of  all. 

Then,  as  to  the  different  studies  prosecuted  at  the  several  terms,  the  clasdcal, 
scientific,  and  philosophical — as  carried  on  at  a  lulversity— are  in&utely  less 


«the  stndieB  proper  to  a-divinity  hall— studies  which  were  b 
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whea  1^  Shorter  Co^dU^m -.wm  tmght  at  0>»Jkjaaa<il  WKOta.    Hesce,  Hmt-  e» 
'  be  uo  wonder  that  the  theological-  Btudest  taakf* — in  iub  soaa^omaeBi-^Ux  iat 

CgresB  tbiin  he  realUed  in.  faie  previous  b^ma  of  .profaeeitmBl  iwojk.  But,  H  be 
any  comtnan  senee,  will  be  ever  dream  of  oiuu^pug  his  rettirded  course,  eitto- 
upon  his  divinity  profeiaara  oraptm  tha.^^^eDS  folWedin  bis  tbeological  tuitiii! 
We  wish  that  the  letterr  writer -of  last, moDtli  h^  taltQDl^oh]ri«MM  b«t  into  en- 
aideration  ;  but,  unfortunately,  be  aeenas  to  baye  whoBy  overlfxikeii  H. 

And,  as  for  the  inatteatJou  of  BtudmU,  described  sa  'DUuikinK  tberiogicftl  USt, 
that  .should  not  be  insinu&ted  «s  cbuacterietic  of  the  Unibed  Praabytenan  BtU. 
Students  ore  represented  ,as  «i)g^ged  in  lOBny  lea^iag  «ooiq)atk>DS,  vrea  Yihea  tbe 
Frofessor  is  lecturing;  but  .vikaterer  i»ay  bajre  been  tbe  oafi«  in  fanner  dajHiBMli 
.1^  praotice  is  quite  unknovn  ,now.  Tbe:»ci»w«tif)n  rdtiteB  itaeif,  wbetber  It.vu 
.intentioD&llyursed.bj  the  wjiter,  oitaiken  up  hj.MXaa.oi  oufMuleTB.  TbeJJiuUA 
.  FreBbyterian  studoate  "denyiit  to  a  man  ;"  asd  ibeu 'Fjvitmss  ax^  not  Um  nun 
to  baTcallQwed.it  for,a«n«le  day.  Ctther  H«&,i however,  e«J«»iwllytioBe  of  the 
'  !E!Btablishineiit,  had  fewer  Argus-ejrw ;  and  the  Frofewors  bent  ababcaetedly  tuitr 
their  prelecUons  withi  a  profuodity  wbjeh  allowed  tie  slJudMita  to  do  everything 
_.or  uouiing.  The  pcqaperity  of  the  Unii«d  Freel^terian  -Cbunib  :for  tbe  iaal  tea 
years  .forbids  ua  to  adopt  ad;  such  view  cf  the  <Um^  rresbftawi  Divinity  EiU. 
That  prosperity  warrantfl  us  to  say  at.osoe,  what  avMy  poieibleavideBoe  will  m^- 
port,  that  the  UjiitfidPi'e8byteriaa«hi(l«»'«.ta-ve|3:atirfullr1»teBjlltkegoi>dtlit 
the  most  competent  .teaciien  oould.'OeHinutBJmte^BAd  ttet  my  ooaiiatj  ttifOTlk 
,  either  obaoletdy  traditional  or  wholly, false. 

But  why  could  Bot..thiB.diflcri»Hnftlion liftve  beffli,B»de. ■earlier?  Jt  ji  oat  own 
humble  opinion  tl^t  tJte  'Kri.tei  shouldi]*veb^t  to.bia^mgHHilildU'ttDatidncw- 
'ingthe  whole <[ueation in  a.lwigtby:aB»iiyniioOB'i|wn(i)ei,.BaJi]e'Q>ald  theDfa*v« 
Bpoken  both  more  precisely  and  mure  jreely,  agd  .cwild .toro tbtijlaBBod  anii^wrirti' 
.tomeet  bin.onA.wider  areiui.  :  Se  eould  then  baye.  said,  "■  AMiaiB'S]a,U>yamxi 
.Socrates,  Bed magifi arnica  yerit«s,".and,b'QatedDLTiaitf  Il^Bofoiro,  inaU  itBhev- 
ings  and  aspectSf  with  perfect  independence  »nd  impartiality.  We  lt»d  bqted  tUt 
correepondente  would  htbve  been  prompt  enough, to. nendw  'bj  cemafkeof  out  nu- 
.  ueceaaaif .  The  only  reply  to  theJetter  of  Iwt  wopth,  c^giee  Siam  "  Ad  OO'looker," 
.a  student,  we  presume,  who,  after  Bpecuktivg  about  tiboee  .two  .piopoaals  of  -out 
correspondent,  that  can  .have  done  no  barm  (vie.,  tlie  iflstabliahing  Xif  a  chair  for 
rhetoric,  and  of  anoth^  for  philosophy),  emphatically  dMn«e,  in  the  aameof  a11  tte 
.students,  that  they  are  amenable,  to  any  of  the  faulte  iwpaled.  We  havenodovlit 
..that  the  writOT  has  given  a  true  and  concluBive  evidence.  It  ia  faithfvl  witnes- 
bearing  that,  in  the  United  Freebyterian  Divi^ty  Hall,  there  is  nothing  b«t  tin 
most  decorous  and  eager  attention.  There  may  be  waay  abstract  ^nestionB  as  In 
.the  character  of  the  best  education  that  ehould  be  ctsamunicated  by  theokigicsi 
teachers;  but  we  are  certain  t^t  no  "blot"has  yet  been  fixed  upon  -die  Hall 
of  our  Church.  The  "  On-looker"  bears  the  moat  unequivocal  teatunony  to  Ik 
attention  "of  all  the  students — almost. to  a  man,"  and  to  their  improvanent 
under  their  admirable  professors.  The  chfuge  of  "multifarious  reading"  is  ic- 
diguantly  denied  ;  and  nobody  who  has  been  in  the  cUsH-rooms,  and  notjced  Af 
position  of  the  professorial  d^ks  to  the  students'  pews,  «an  call  in  quastioQ  tbe 
honesty  of  such  a  denial  It  will  not^ofor  the  letteivwriter. either  to  go  back  opon 
former  times,  or  to  plead  preset .^iceptiuns.  "  Black  Bbsep"  are  found  in  etay 
flock  outside  heaven  ;  and  if  shepherds  keep  them  haimlesa,  and  guide  the  "  BheeF" 
.into  green  pastures,  and  beside  still  natere,  what  moreoanbeexpeotedfrom  poffS' 
serial  ability  and  skill? 
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AbDEESS  BY  THE  EEV.  WiLlIAM  MACLAREN, 

OS"  OCCaSIOM  of  the  ORblNATION  OF  THE  RET.  JOHN  TAIT  GOWANXOCK  AB 
COLLEAGUE  TO  THE  KEV.  JOHN  BTEEDMAH  IN  THE  ^ASTOBATE  OP  ERSKINX 
CUrkCB  COIf<iHE(>ATtOM,  BTIRLtKO,  14TH  SEFtEURER. 

Ir  la  now  my  duty  to  address  to  you  a  few  words  of  counsel  and  encoUfBge-. 
nent,  appropriate  to  thb  Bolemn  occasion  of  Dur  meeting,  and  bearing  on 
the  work  to  which  you  have  this  day  been  set  apart.  I  need  scai-cely  say, 
tbal  I  feel  the  position  in  whidh  I  am  placed  to  be  a  snlemn  one,  and  the 
iuij  devolved  on  me  to  be  arduous  and  responsible.  It  is  not  a  position 
which  one  would  occupy,  nor  a  duty  which  one  would  undertake,  of  his 
own  accord;  and  yet,  when  they  come  to  our  hands  in  regular  course,  they 
are  not  to  be  shrunk  from,  but  approached  in  humble  dependence  on  pro- 
mised gtaa6. 

Such  an  occasion  as  this  is  well  fitted  to  remind  all  of  tis  whom  Ood  hath 
counted  faithfnl,  putting  into  the  minietry,  of  the  vows  under  which  we 
have  come,  and  to  impress  more  deeply  on  our  spirits  the  awful  charge 
which  we  have  taken  in  hand.  The  pointed  and  searching  questions  of  the 
ordination  formula — the  Simple,  byt  speaking  ceremony  of  the  laying  on  of 
liands— the  ordination  prayer,  and  all  the  otiiei'  impressive  solemnities  and 
associations  of  the  service,  recall  vividly  to  each  a  similar  Bcene,  through 
which  he  himself  has  passed.  And  Who  does  not  feel  in  the  retrospect 
liiimbled  and  self-abased,  at  the  thought  that  the  promises  then  made  have 
been  so  inadequately  performed,  and  the  responsibilities  then  undertaken  so 
imperfectly  discharged*  How  hard  it  is  to  carry  out  into  the  wliole  of  our 
ministry  the  spirit  with  which  we  thought  ourselves  animated  on  the  day  of 
ordination !  In  addrtssing  you  for  a  little  on  topics  connected  with  the 
office  with  which  you  have  now  been  invested,  I  trust  that  the  speaker  will 
be  enabled  to  keep  in  viewj  that  whatever  remarks  may  suggest  themselves 
apply  to  himself  equally  as  to  yoU; 

Tlie  office  of  the  Christian  ministry;  you  do  not  need  to  be  told,  is  one 
of  great,  of  overwhelming  responsibility.  It  is  the  most  sacred  trust  which 
oan  be  committed  to  mani  Its  functions  are  of  the  weightiest  kind.  To 
">e  Christian  minister  belongs  the  cure  of  souls ;  and  each  aoul  ia  more 
pMdoua  than  a  whole  world.  Hia  work  is  directly  conversant  with  the 
things  of  God  and  of  eternity.     It  is  hia  to  edify  the  body  of  Christ — to 
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feed  tbe  flock  of  God,  wbich  He  hath  purchased  with  His  own  blooa— lo 
perfect  the  saints — to  train  up  soub  for  glory.  His  work  brings  him  into 
daily  contact  with  tbe  great  realities  of  the  invisible  and  eternal  world. 
Interests  of  incalculable  magnitude  are  entrusted  to  his  beeping ;  and  tie 
reward  of  fidelity  on  the  one  band,  and  the  punisbment  of  unfaithfulnees  on 
the  other,  are  in  due  proportion. 

It  is  uqneceBsary  for  me  to  dwell  at  length  on  tlie  responsibilities  of  ibt 
fleered  office,  not  that  this  view  of  the  subject  is  unimportant, — for  without 
some  adequate  appreciation  of  these,  no  one  is  at  all  prepared  to  enter  on 
the  sacred  oSice,  and  to  discharge  its  high  functions, — but  because  to  one 
placed  io  your  circumstances  it  is  the  view  which  most  readily  comes  op 
to  the  mind,  which  is  usually  most  prominent,  and  wbich  is  felt  at'times  to 
he  oppressive  and  oTcrpoweriog,  "Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things t"  is 
tbe  question  which  most  naturally  occurs.  .  "  Ah  I  Lord  God,  behold,  I 
cannot  speak,  for  I  am  a  child." 

The  most  important  work  to  which  you  are  this  day  set  apart  is  that  of 
public  teaching — the  work  of  preaching  tbe  Gospel,  which  is  to  occupy 
you  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath  throughout  the  course  of  your  ministiy. 
lou  are  this  day  "  separated  unto  the  Gospel  of  God."  Your  main  voca- 
tion henceforward  is  to  preach  tbe  word,  to  proclaim  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ,  to  testify  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.  It  was  a  remark 
of  the  late  venerable  Dr  Brown,  that  "  young  ministers  are  apt  tc  make 
great  mistakes  as  to  tbe  relative  importance  of  different  parts  of  their  work. 
Visiting  and  catechising  are  all  very  well ;  but  tbe  pulpit  is  the  uainister'a 
throne  :  the  preached  Gospel  suits  all  classes." 

Here  the  first  point  of  importance  relates  to  the  matter  of  your  preaching. 
What  is  to  be  the  great  suhject^of  your  preaching  T  You  are  commisuoceil 
to  preach  the  truth — tbe  Uuth  of  God-r-the  truth  which  is  treasured  up  in 
the  inspired  oracles.  It.  is  the  truth  which  comes  direct  from  God--the 
truth  without  any  admixture  of  error — the  truth  which  is  most  imporlaat 
and  interesting  to  man — tbe  central  truth,  to  which  all  other  truth  a 
related — tbe  truth  which  takes  hol^  of- man  in  his  most  momentous  rele- 
tions,  and  exerts  upon,  him  the  mightiest  and  most  salutary  influence — the 
truth  which  regenerates,  BsnctiSes,  comforts,  and  saves — wbich  it  is  to  be 
the  great  business  of  your  life  to  expound,  enforce,  and  defend.  God  has 
Himself  given  you  the  message  which  you  are  to  make  known  to  your 
fellow-men.  It  is  not  human  speculations  you  are  to  preach — not  guesses 
at  truth  by  ingenious  men — not  even  the  results  of  sound  philosophy  and 
the  conclusions  of  sober  science ;  hut  the  <'  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus," — ibst 
system  of  truth  which  centres  in  Him.  The  doctrines  and  the  precepts  of 
the  Bible,  its  invitations  and  warnings,  its  promises  and  threatenings,  iU 
examples  and  motives — law  and  Gospel — must  all  receive  a  share  of  yonr 
attention,  and  be  duly  intermingled  in  your  pulpit  addresses.  You  mual 
"  not  shun  to  declare  tbe  whole  counsel  of  God."  You  must  not  shrink 
from  announcing  the  distinctive  doctrines  of  Christianity,  however  opposed 
they  may  be  to  the  natural  reason,  however  unpalatable  to  the  carnal 
heart.  No  part  of  Scripture  is  without  its  uses;  no  region  of  doctrine  or  rf 
duty  must  be  lefl  unexplored.  At  one  time  you  will  have  to  conduct  yonr 
hearers  to  "  the  mountain  that  might  be  touched,  and  tbst  burned  wilb 
fire,  and  unto  blackness,  and  darkness,  and  tempest," — Mount  Sinai,  from 
which  God  delivered  tbe  fiery  law  ;  at  another  time,  to  the  "  place  called 
Calvary,"  where  tbe  incarnate  God  suffered  and  died.  Agiun,  in  disconniog 
of  the  privileges  of  tbe  New  Testament  Church,  you  will  load  them,  U  it 
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were,  "loMaunt  ZIon,  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
and  to  aa  innunierable  company  of  angels,  to<  the  general  assemblj  and 
chitrch  of  tbe  first-bom,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  Jadge 
of  all,  and  to  the  spirita  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  Me- 
diatw  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  which  spealteth 
bttier  things  than  that  of  Abel."  Now,  as  if  standing  on  the  top  of  Pi^ah, 
ym  will  point  them  to  tbe  better  country,  even  the  heavenly,  the-  land  of 
fur  eiient,  where  the  King  is  seen.  in^Hia  beauty.  Again,  you  will  bid  them 
loffk  down  into  the  pit  of  woe,  where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is 
not  quenched — where  there  is  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth 
— vhera  a  misery  is  endured  which  knows,  no  limits  and  no  termination. 
(kcssionally  you  will  approach  the  awful  subject  of  the  divine  sovereignty, 
iliat  attribute  of  God's  character,  in  virtue  of  which  He  will  have  raercy  on 
whom  He  will  have  mercy — a  theme  peculiarly  fitted  to  atnin  the  pride  of 
man,  and  to  strip  him  of  all  self-righteous  boasting ;  and  you  will  fre- 
[juently  descant  on  the  exceeding  riches  of  divine  grace'—on  the  boundless 
■  lota  oF  Jehovah,  which  moved  Him  to  give  His  only-begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  be lieveth  in  Him  might  not  perish,  but  should  hare  eternal  life. 
Tbat  you-may  preach  the  truth  in  its  due  proportions,  it  is  essential  that 
prominence'  be  given  to  Christ.  Make  Christ  the  central  theme  of  your 
preaching.  You  are  a  minister  of  Jesna  Christ — and  tbe  great  subject  of 
yxa  preaching  must  be  Christ  Himself.  Tbe  minister  who  omits  Christ 
silogether  from  his  discourses,  or  who  speaks  of  Hira  only  occasionally,  or 
who  assigns  to  Him  only  a  subordinate  place,  is  not  truly  a  Christian  mini- 
ster. The  truth  of  the  Bible,  to  quote  an  expression  already  referred  to,  is 
truth  as  it  ii  in  Jesus.  Divine  truth  derives  its  harmony,  its  beauty,  ita 
'ilaiily,  its  energy  and  power,  from  its  relation  to  Christ.  The  various 
truihs  of  the'Gtospel  are  so  many  rays  of  light  emanating  from  the  Sun  of 
Bigliteousnesa,  and  it  is  fust  because  they  emanate  from  Him  that  they  pes- 
s^  healing  power.  Be  it  your  resolution  to  know  nothing  save  Jesna 
Christ,  and  Him  crucified;  preach  unto  yourpttople  Jesna.  Hold  up  Jesna 
"I  His  adorable  person,  in  His  varied  offices,  in  His  matchless  excellences, 
in  the  suitableness  and  completeness  of  His  work,  in  the  amplitude  of  His 
wlvation.  Exhibit  Him  as  the  grand  object  of  faith  and  love,  of  adoring 
homage  and  grateful  service — as  the  sum  of  Gospel  truth,  as  the  life  ofGospeL. 
raorality,  aa  the  grand, exemplar  of  every  grace.  The  preaching  of  Christ 
I"  the  preaching  of  thO'Gospel.  "I  have  oftentimes  remarked  with  admira- 
lion,"  says  the  eminent  missionary,  David  Brainerd,.  in  reference  to  his 
labours  among  the  American  Indians,  "  that  whatever  subject  I  have  been 
treating  upon,  after  having  spent  time  sufficient  to  explain  and  illustrate  the 
troths  contained  therein,  I  have  been  natural^.find  easily  led  to  Christ  as 
Ae  substance  of  every  subject.  If  I  treated  of  the  being  and  glorious  perfec- 
liona  of  God,  I  was  thence  naturally  led  to  discourse  of  Christ  as  the  only 
fay  to  the  Father.  If  I  attempted  to  open  tha  deplorable  misery  of  our 
fallen  state,  it  was  natural  from  thence  to  show,  the  necessity  of  Christ  to 
umlertake  for  us,  to  atone  for  our  sins,  and  to  redeem  us  from  the  power  of 
them.  If  I  taught  the  commandsof  God,  and  showed  our  violation  of  them,. 
this  led  me,  in  the  most  easy  and  natural  way,  to  speak  of  and  recommend; 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  one  who  had  magnified  the  law  we  bad  broken, 
^d  who  was  become  the  '  end  of  it.  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  be- 
lieveth.'  And  never  did  I  find  so  much  freedom  and  assistance  in  making 
till  tbe  various  lines  of  my  discourses  meet  together  and  centre  In  Christ,  as 
I  have  frequently  done  among  these  Indians." 
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Preach  tlie  Gospel  in  its  silnplicity  aild  fraeness,  in  the  Buitablenees  of  ita 
provisions  and  the  universality  of  iU  offer.  Preach  it  as  unclogged  by  con- 
(^tions  and  unhampered  by  limitations,  as  it  is  addressed  to  sinners  of  man- 
kind  without  exception  and  without  distinction.  Preach  the  Gospel  ^hid 
Paul  preuched,  "  how  that  Christ  Jesus  died  for  our  sins  according  to  tht 
Scriptures,  and  was  buried  and  rose  again,'*' — the  Gospel  which  has  beet 
preached  by  your  predecessors  in  this  pulpit,  from  Ebenezef  Erskine  down- 
wards. There  is  but  one  Gospel ;  and  every  deviation  from  the  grace  of 
Christ,  however  plausible  it  may  seem,  is  not  another  gospel.  Be  it  joar 
aim  to  display  a  banner  for  the  truth- — to  point  sinners  to  the  Lamb  of  Ged, 
that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world — to  compel  sinners  to  come  in,  thai 
Christ's  house  may  be  Slled.  "  Be  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;  for 
it  is  the. power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth." 

Preach  the  word  in  its  adaptation  to  various  classes  of  men.  "  Study  to 
show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth."  As  a  wise  and  faithful  steward,  give 
to  each  member  of  the  household  his  portion  of  meat  in  due  season.  "  Warn 
them  that  are  unruly,  comfort  the  feeble-minded,  support  the  weak,  be  pa- 
tient toward  alt  men."  The  young,  with  their  besetting  sins  and  temptations 
— the  aged,  amid  their  growing  infirmities — parents  and  children — maelets 
and  servanls^the  stout-hearted  transgressor — the  careless  formalist— the 
anxious  inquirer — the  doubting,  wavering,  or  backsliding  professor — those 
who  are  babes  in  Christ,  and  those  who  by  reason  of  use  have  their  senses 
exevcised  to  discern  both  good  and  evil^ — these  various  classes  must  be  dis- 
criminated, and  nppl-opriate  counsels,  warnings,,  and  encouragements  ad- 
dressed to  each.  Press  the  truth  home  on  the  conscience—carry  it  into  tlie 
various  details  of  life  and  conduct )  preach  the  word  in  such  a  way  as  lo 
unmask  the  hypocrite  and  to  alarm  the  self-deceiver-^^ o  as  to  detect  sin 
under  its  many  specious  disguises,  and  to  flash  light  upon  it  tn  its  most  secret 
lurking  places^so  as  to  "  discern  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked, 
between  him  that  servetb  God  and  htm  that  serveth  Kim  not."  "All 
things  that  are  reproved  are  made  manifest  by  the  light;  for  whatsoever 
doth  make  manifest  is  light," 

In  regard  to  the  style  of  your  preaching,  or  your  mode  of  handling  the 
word  of  God,  you  wiil  be  guided  in  a  great  measure  by  Scripture  itself,  and 
by  the  study  of  what  are  generally  considered  the  best  uninspired  models. 
'It  is  a  first  requisite  that  the  style  be  natural — that  it  be  in  keeping  with  the 
writer's  cast  of  mind — that  it  be  the  true  reflection  of  his  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings. Cultivate  clearness  of  conception  and  of  expression,  grasp  the  thought 
firmly,  and  body  it  forth  in  appropriate  and  well-chosen  language.  Aim  at 
perspicuity  and  force :  these  are  both  needful ;  for  if  the  truth  be  not  clearly 
stated,  the  undei'standing  is  not  enlightened  ;  and  if  it  be  not  forcibly  stated, 
the  heart  is  not  duly  impressed.  Nor  should  elegance  of  style  be  despised: 
for,  while  sacred  truth  disclaims  all  tawdry  ornaments  and  meretricious 
graces,  it  does  not  disown  beauty.  The  Bible  itself  abounds  in  litenuy 
graces,  in  felicities  of  diction,  in  fitly-spoken  words,  and  well-turned  phrases. 
It  contains  gems  of  expression  as  well  as  gems  of  thought — "  apples  of  gold 
in  pictures  of  silver.'' 

Let  your  studies  hear  upon  your  great  work,  and  be  selected  and  prose- 
cuted with  a  view  tn  its  efficient  discbarge.  Give  a  prominent  place  to  the 
Scriptures  themselves ;  for  it  is  yout  business  to  expound  and  apply  them- 
Deem  it  a  high  and  most  desirable  attainment  to  be  "  mighty  in  the  Scrip- 
tures;" and  exemplify  tiiat  nobleness  of  mind  for  which  the  Bereans  were 
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commended,  "in  ihat  they  searched  the  Scriptures  daily,  whether  these 
ihinga  were  so."  "  Meditate  on  these  things,  be  in  them."  Make  yourself 
r»n]iliar  with  the  thoughts  and  words,  with  the  style  and  spirit,  of  the  in- 
spired writers.  Seek  to  be  scripturally-minded,  to  look  at  every  objeet 
from  the  point  of  view  in  which  the  Bible  acta  it.  Theology,  in  its  vHried 
'lepartments,  demands  a  large  share  of  your  attention  ;  and  no  field  of  study 
need  be  deemed  uncongenial  in  which  you  can  gather  fresh  illustrations  of 
ihe  character  of  God  or  of  man.  It  is  right  that  you  should  consult  to  some 
extent  your  own  mental  aptitudes  and  tastes;  at  the  same  time,  this  element 
must  not  be  allowed  to  weigh  unduly. 

Take  heed  to  thyself  as  well  as  to  the  doctrine.  T^eglect  not  the  cultiVB- 
lion  of  personal  piety;  while  you  watch  over  the  souls  of  others,  be  jealous 
over  your  own  spirit  with  a  godiy  jealousy.  Keep  that  vineyard  which  is 
speciHily  your  own.  Beware  of  dealing  with  truth  in  n  purely  professional 
manner ;  every  minister  knows  that  there  is  a  great  danger  here.  Drink 
Toarself  out  of  those  wells  of  salvation  to  which  you  invite  your  flock. 
Walk  in  that  light  of  the  Lord  in  which  you  would  have  others  to  walk. 
Read,  meditate,  and  pray  for  yourself.  Cultivate  habitual  dependence  on 
iha  Spirit  of  all  grace — that  Spirit  who  alone  can  qualify  you  for  your  work, 
and  orown  your  pastoral  labours  with  success. 

Besides  the  duties  which  you  owe  to  your  flock,  there  are  duties  which 
you  owe  to  your  colleague— to  him  with  whom  jnu  are  now  associated  in 
the  pastoral  oversight  of  this  people.  The  collegiate  relation,  it  is  not  to  be 
disguised,  is  somewhat  delicate,  and  demands  wisdom  and  prudence,  mutual 
consideration  and  forbearance.  Let  me  only  say,  that  it  will  be  your  duty 
to  extend  to  your  colleague  kindly  sympathy  in  his  affliction,  to  lighten  the 
[iressure  of  pastoral  labour,  to  show  him  that  deference  which  is  due  to 
seniority  and  experience,  and  to  consult  with  him  freely  on  all  that  concerns 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  your  joint  charge. 

Let  me  address  a  word,  in  conclusion,  to  the  congregation.  You  have 
cause  to  thank  God  this  day  for  the  harmonious  manner  in  which  this  settle- 
ment has  been  effected.  You  have  not  been  rent  into  parties,  but  have  been 
eoabled  to  understand  each  other,  and  to  display  considerable  unanimity  in 
your  choosing  of  a  pastor.  Cultivate  this  brotherly  feeling ;  seek  to  be  joined 
together  in  the  same  mind  and  in  the  same  judgment ;  study  the  things 
which  make  for  peace,  and  things  wherewith  one  may  edify  another. 

You  have  obtained  as  your  pastor  the  man  of  your  choice  ;  and  your  eyea 
this  day  behold  an  additional  teacher.  The  call  of  this  congregation  has 
been  accflpted,  and  the  pastoral  tie  has  now  been  formed. 

Receire  him  in  the  Lord,  as  becometh  saints.  Receive  this  under  shep- 
herd as  a  gift  from  the  Chief  Shepherd.  Give  him  a  cordial  welcome.  Re- 
ceive him  with  gi'ateful  and  joyful  hearts  as  sent  by  God,  appointed  by  Christ 
to  minister  to  you  in  holy  things.  Your  spiritual  privileges  have  this  day 
been  increased :  i-emember  that  increased  privilege  brings  with  it  increased 
responsibility. 

Show  him  that  loving  respect  which  is  doe  to  his  position  and  office.  He 
IS  over  you  in  the  Lord — he  is  your  superior  in  Christ's  house,  "  Know 
him  who  is  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonishes  you  ;  and  esteem  him  very  . 
highly  in  love  for  bis  work's  sake."  "  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over 
you,  and  submit  yourselves ;  for  they  watch  for  your  soub  as  they  that  must 
give  account." 

Wwt  diligently  on  his  ministry.  If  it  be  his  duty  to  minister  to  you  in 
toly  things,  it ia yours  to  wait  on  his  ministrations;  if  "the  priest's  lips  should 
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keep  kBOvpledge,"  70U  should  "  seek  the  law  at  his  mouth,  fothe  is  the  ma- 
senger  of  the  Lord -of  hostfi.'"  Preaching  and  hearing  are  cofrelative  dalie!, 
"So  not  forsake  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together,  as  the  manner  of 
some  is."  "  Take  heed  how  jou  hear."  While  you  do  not  suspend  fe 
exercise  of  judgment,  beware  of  coming  to  the  sanctuary  in  a  critical,  wf- 
tioua,' censorious  spirit.  Keceive  the  word  with  all  readiness  of  mindjrt- 
Ceive  with  meekness  the  engrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  save  jour  soub^ 
mix  faith  with  your  hearing ;  Jay  the  truth  up  in  your  hearts,  Mid  practise 
it  in  your  lives. 

Be  reasonable  in  your  expectations,  charitable  in  your  estimate  of  tis 
character  and  the  various  details  of  Ms  conduct,  candid  and  genercuB  In 
your  constructions.  Be  slow  to  And  fault,  and  be  ever  ready  to  vindicate 
his  character  against  unjust  attack.  TXfake  due  allowance  tor  the  labour 
and  time  requisite  to  provide  the  material  of  weekly  pulpit  in^ruction,  and 
do  not  expect  too  much  from  a  young  minister  in  the  way  of  domiciUary 
visitation.  Be  quick  to  note  and  appreciate  excellences,  and  slow  to  detect 
or  exaggerate  failings.  Bemember  that  imperfection  is  human,  and  that  \he 
best  of  men  are  but  men  »t  the  best. 

Provide,  as  Providence  may  prosper  you,  for  his  temporal  maintenance. 
The  law  of  Christ,  the  law  of  equity,  gives  him  this  claim  upon  yoo.    He 
sows  unto  you  spiritual  -things :  is  it  a  great  matter  if  lie  reaps  yow  carnal    ' 
things? 

Help  him  "by  your  prayers.  Bear  him  on  your  hearts  before  the  throne  of 
grace;  and  make  it  your  earnest,  united  petition,  that  divine  gradous  in- 
fluences may  descend  like  the  dew  on  him  and  on  you.  "  Brethren,  pray 
for  us,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  have  free  couvse  and  be  glorified." 

And  forget  not  the  claims  of  your  senior  pastor,  who  has  served  you  so 
long  and  90  faithfully  in  the  Oospel  of  Christ.  Ue  has  that  sacred  claim  on 
your  sympathy  and  affection  which  the  touch  of  the  divine  hand  confers. 
Remember  his  bonds  ;  and  regard  him  as  not  only  your  pastor,  but  as  in  a 
certain  sense  the  prisoner  of  Jesus  Christ.  Pray  that  his  health  may  be  in- 
vigorated and  restored,  and  tihat  the  lightening  of  his  labours,  which  the  as- 
sistance of  a  colleague  brings,  may  be  rendered  ■conducive  to  this  desirable 
end.  And  may  God  grant  that  under  the  jomt  ^iastorate  of  your  senior 
and  junior  ministers  you  as  a  congregation  may  prosper  and  flourish  ! 


THE  ASCENT  OF  VESUVIUS. 

A  Tisrr  to  a  burning  mountain  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  excursions  in 
which  the  enterprising  traveller  can  engage.  The  strange  imaginings  about 
it  in  his  chifdhood,  the  information  he  has  gathered  of  it  in  the  studies  "I 
his  youth,  and  the  sober  thi>ugbts  and  questionings  of  maturer  years,  all 
stimulate  his  curiosity,  and  hold  forth  the  prospect  of  abundant  recqinpeDSC 
for  his  toil.  Even  when  it  is  quiescent,  and  the  iires  within  seem  to  h»f^ 
burned  out,  the  evidences  that  are  scattered  everywhere  around  of  the  over- 
whelming fury  which  had  formerly  raged  there,  and  the  deep,  dark  gulf  cd 
the  top  of  tiie  mountain  from  which  the  fires  had  issued,  present  materials 
for  instructive  investigation,  and  recall  associations  of  power  and  sublimit}'' 
But  if  it  be  at  the  time  in  action, — if  the  boiling,  surging  mass  of  £re  tbat 
seems  to  dwell  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  is  rolling  forth  continuous  volonic) 
of  sulphureous  smoke,  or  showering  out  ashes  tl:at  spread  like  clouds  for 
miles  around,  or  belching  forth  its  liquid  stream  down  the  sides  of  itn 
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RionntaiD, — there  is  no  object  ia  natore  that  will  more  strongly  rivet  his 
attention,  and  fitamp  on  his  memory  the  imprees  of  its  grandeur  and  awe. 
Of  aJl  the  burning  mountains,  the  most  accessible  to  us,  and  perhaps  in 
itself  the  most  interesting,  is  Vesuvius.  It  is  situate  on  the  Bay  of  Naples, 
and  forms  a  prominent  feature  in  that  scene  which  has  bean  at  ^1  times  so 
highly  and  deeerredly  extolled.  The  large  city,  with  its  crowded  streets, 
and  marble  palaces  resplendent  in  the  sunshine,  stretches  before  ns  as  we 
enter  the  bay.  On  the  Ish,  the  castle  protects  the  crowded  shipping  in  the 
harbour,  -whose  masts  like  a  forest  soon  attract  the  eye;  and  to  the  right, 
for  several  miles  along  the  bay,  there  is  a  continuous  succession  of  elegant 
villas,  surrounded  with  all  the  gorgeous  luxuriance  of  that  bountiful  clime. 
So  far,  all  things  speak  of  ease,  and  opulence,  and  stability.  But  beside 
ihem  stands  a  witness  that  moclu  them  all.  The  steep  and  black-like 
mouotain,  rising  like  a  cone  to  the  height  of  8900  feet,  frowns  upon  the 
xcene  in  gloomy  grandeur.  Clad  in  subterranean  wildness,  over  which 
ITind  nature  strives  to  cast  her  own  green  mantle,  it  seems  a  strange  visitant 
in  suL'h  a  paradise,  and,  like  the  skeleton  at  Egyptian  feasts,  may  well  re- 
mind the  dwellers  around  to  mingle  trembling  with  their  mirth. 

It  waa  in  the  end  of  April,  three  years  ago,  when  that  month  had  well 
fultilted  the  ofKce  which  its  name  denotes,  of  opening  the  flowers  and  un- 
folding the  beauties  of  nature,  that  we  arrived  in  Naples,  and  proceeded  to 
gratify  our  pent-np  curiosity  by  a  visit  to  this  wond«-ful  mountain.  We 
had  come  at  a  most  favourable  time.  A  dull,  heavy-like  cloud  rested  on 
the  summit  of  it,  resembling  a  huge  tree  with  spreading  branches  growing 
out  of  the  mountain.  This  was  caused  by  the  sulphureous  smoko  from  the 
crater,  which  had  made  its  appearance  about  three  days  before,  and  was 
expected  to  continue  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  then,  according  to  former 
experience,  end  in  an  eruption.  The  crater  of  Vesuvius  is  about  ten  miles 
from  Naples ;  but  as  the  mountain  is  about  30  miles  in  circumference  at  the 
base,  some  parts  are  much  nearer,  A  railway  extends  along  the  bay,  skirt- 
ing the  foot  of  the  mountain;  and  we  went  by  it  about  four  miles  to  the 
little  town  of  Portiei,  built  over  the  ancient  city  of  Herculaneum.  Having, 
after  considerable  trouble,  caused  by  tlie  pertinacity  of  a  number  of  guides 
who  offered  their  services,  succeeded  in  engaging  one,  we  were  conducted 
through  the  town,  and  soon  began  the  ascent.  Although  the  season  was 
not  far  advanced,  the  heat  was  considerable;  and  the  rapid  pace  at  which 
we  walked  at  first  in  order  to  keep  op  with  our  guide,  together  with  the 
roughness  of  the  road,  made  it  appear  still  more  so.  During  the  first  part 
of  the  way  there  was  little  deserving  of  special  notice.  The  calm  and  plticid 
waters  of  the  bay  that  lay  at  our  feet,  and  the  beautiful  scenery  by  which  it 
15  encircled,  received  only  hurried  glances  as  we  passed  along.  The  thought 
of  a  city  buried  beneath  us  to  the  depth  of  60  feet,  by  the  fury  of  the  fires 
tliat  even  now  were  raging  in  the  bowels  of  the  mountain,  did  not  distract 
our  attention.  We  were  ascending  by  a  road  that  resembled  the  bed  of  a 
mountain  torrent,  or  a  very  rude  flight  of  steps  that  had  been  long  out  of 
use;  and  this  sufficiently  required  our  care  and  exertion.  After  much  per- 
severance, we  reached  a  kind  of  broad  valley,  where  the  scorise,  that  had 
h«en  thrown  out  during  previous  eruptiona,  lay  acsttered  before  us  in  widely 
extended  beds.  We  now  realized  vividly  the  character  of  the  mountain. 
In  ascending  other  hills,  we  see  evidences  of  wonderful  changes  which  have  , 
peen  wrought  in  the  strata  of  which  they  are  composed.  We  may  see,  for 
instance,  the  low-lying  granite  thrust  up  through  all  the  incumbent  strata, 
wd  forming  now  the  highest  pinnacles,  while  those  which  were  deposited 
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above  it  are  broken  and  distorted  in  every  direction.  But  these  changee 
carry  the  raind  back  tu  a  period  so  far  distant,  so  long  before  man  appeared 
on  the  scene,  that  tliough  we  look  upon  them  with  interest,  we  do  not  feeJ 
much  persooal  concern.  Here,  however,  in  viewing  those  vast  deposits  whidi 
bave  been  bo  recently  thrust  up  from  the  inmost  depths  of  the  earth,  we  fed 
ourselves,  as  it  were,  within  the  grasp  of  the  most  terrific  powers  of  nature. 

Although  there  are  here  the  deposits  of  many  eruptions,  they  are  not,  as 
we  might  imagine,  confusedly  mi^ed  together;  but,  as  the  direction  in 
which  the  lava  may  flow  depends  on  the  part  of  the  hill  from  which  it  may 
burst  forth,  and  on  other  circumstances,  it  rnries  almost  every  time,  and, 
accordingly,  our  guide  could  distinguish  the  different  accumulations  by  their 
dates.  They  are  all  of  similar  appearance.  They  consist  of  lai^  black 
cinders,  of  a  hard  and  vitriiied  substance,  very  much  resembling  the  refuse 
thrown  out  from  glass  or  iron  works.  As  they  come  from  the  crater,  they 
usually  form  a  continuous,  fiery  stream,  moving  slowly  down  the  side.  It 
is  of  extraordinary  consistency,  80  that  it  does  not  scatter  itself  widely,  bUt 
forma  a  high  elevation,  varying  in  breadth  according  to  the  intensity  of 
the  eruption  and  the  nature  of  the  ground,  frequently  appearing  like  a 
huge,  broad  railway  embankment.  Although  it  comes  from  ibe  crater  red- 
hot,  so  that  it  is  common  for  people  on  the  mountain,  who  are  witnessing 
the  eruption,  to  boil  a  kettle  or  cook  egga  on  this  molten  fire,  it  cools 
rapidly  on  the  surface,  and  may  therefore  be  soon  crossed  without  much 
danger.  After  the  surface  is  coo],  it  begins  to  crack  into  large  pieces,  such 
as  we  have  described ;  and  as,  on  account  <rf  the  great  depth  and  consis- 
tency of  the  stream,  the  heat  is  retained  in  the  centre  even  for  several  days, 
the  smoke  and  vapoup  ascend  through  these  crevices.  The  beds  of  seorise, 
we  have  said,  present  a  very  similar  appearance,  but  the  materials  of  which 
they  are  composed  are  very  various.  There  are  reckoned  about  forty 
difierent  minerals  which  belong  to  the  mountain,  and,  according  to  some 
accounts,  many  more.  Some  of  these  are  thrown  out  in  the  liquid  stresm, 
others  are  cast  out  separately  in  showers.  Several  of  the  products  are  in 
common  use  among  us, — such  as  pumice-stone,  a  light,  porous,  ashy  sub- 
stance of  various  colours,  and  of  very  light  weight,  which  is  used  for  polish- 
ing wood  and  other  materials ;  and  a  soft  stone,  of  a  white  or  brownish 
colour,  usually  designated  lava,  which  the  artists  of  Naples  cat  into  very 
tasteful  figures  as  ornaments. 

The  broad  valley  where  these  beds  of  scoiite  are,  is  about  half  a  mile 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  It  is  surrounded  like  an  amphitheatre  on  the 
northern  side  by  a  high,  precipitous,  semicircular  rock,  called  Monte  Summs, 
which  extends  about  two  miles,  and  on  the  southern  side  by  the  steep  cone- 
shaped  hill  which  now  forms  the  crater.  The  original  crater  was  about 
four  or  five  miles  in  circumference,  and  seems  to  have  formed  a  circle  em- 
bracing the  present  one  in  its  centre.  The  ridge  of  Monte  Summa  was  tlie 
northern  wall,  and  the  traces  of  the  remainder  are  seen  on  the  soulhem 
side.  This  part,  however,  ia  now  greatly  diminished  in  height,  having  been 
broken  down  by  the  violence  of  the  volcanic  action,  which  is  eontinaally 
altering  the  height  or  figure  of  the  mountain,  especially  of  the  parts  close  10 
the  crater.  The  valley  is  called  the  Atrio  del  Cavallo,  or  the  Horse's  Hall, 
because  the  horses,  on  which  many  travellers  make  the  ascent  so  far,  must 
be  left  here, — the  remainder  of  the  way  being  far  too  steep  and  rough  to  be 
safely  accomplished  by  them.  Having  picked  our  steps  acrass  some  beds 
of  lava,  we  reach  the  foot  of  the  crater  j  and  now  begins  the  most  arduous 
part  of  the  journey.     It  rises  above  us  very  steeply  a  thousand  feet,  or 


THE  ASCENT  Or  VE8UVID8.  505 

perliaps  more,  and  is  covered  on  all  sides  with  the  nshea  which  it  has 
poured  forth.  On  one  side,  these  foroi  large  rough  pieces,  about  the  size  of 
s  cubic  foot,  while  on  another,  througli  the  itifluence  of  wind  and  weather, 
Hxej  have  been  broken  down  into  small  dust,  in  which  the  feet  readily 
sink  over  the  ankles.  The  ascent  of  tbit  part  in  warm  weather,  as  it 
usually  is  during  the  season  when  travellers  visit  it,  will  appear  to  most  a 
somewhat  formidable  undertaking.  Every  assistance,  however,  which  could 
be  desired,  is  ready  to  hand.  Indeed,  we  have  often  been  astonished  at 
the  systematic  way  in  which  the  wants  of  visitors  to  such  places,  through- 
out the  Continent  gener^ly,  are  anticipated  and  supplied  by  the  enter- 
prising natives.  If,  for  instance,  you  visit  the  Harz  mountains  in  Ger- 
oiany,  and  climb  up  the  Brocken,  to  see  if  possible  the  far-famed  spectre, 
70U  will  Sad  that,  instead  of  the  wild  and  broken  tracks  which  are  usual 
among  the  mountains  in  this  country,  the  place  seems  to  be  laid  out  tike  a 
garden,  having  generally  broad  and  well-made  pathways,  and  sufficient 
bridges  across  the  little  streams  that  intercept  our  course.  At  convenient 
distances,  there  are  houses  where  rest  and  refreshment  can  be  obtained;  and 
fan  the  top  of  tfae  Brocken  itself,  there  is  a  large  and  comfortable  inn,  where 
jou  may  stay  over  night  to  see  the  sun  rise,  and  likewise  a  lofty  tower,  to 
enable  you  tbe  better  to  enjoy  the  view.  Or,  if  you  turn  your  steps  towards 
the  famous  cavern  of  Adelsberg,  near  Trieste,  which  extends  for  a  mile  or  . 
iiro  under  a  mountaiii,  instead  of  finding  it,  as  you  might  expect,  like  a  dark 
snd  dirty  tunnel  through  which  you  required  to  grope  your  way  by  the 
dickering  light  of  a  candle,  everything  is  prepared  for  showing  it  to  the 
greatest  advantage,  and  with  the  utmost  comfort  to  visitors — rows  of  candles 
being  fixed  on  the  walls  above  the  subterranean  lake,  and  on  the  bridge 
,  across  tlie  river  that  flows  out  of  it,  which  are  speedily  lighted  up,  and  cast 
;  a  daziling  splendour  over  that  fairy  hall.  Indeed,  in  most  places  on  the 
CoQtinent  that  attract  sight-seers  in  great  numbers,  everything  is  done  to 
minister  to  their  ease  and  enjoyment,  and  Vesuvius  is  no  exception  to  the 
niie.  Even  the  most  delicate  individuals  may  make  the  ascent  without 
much  trouble.  The  first  part  of  the  journey  may  be  accomplished  in  car- 
riages, or  on  horseback,  and  the  steep  and  ru^ed  sides  of  (he  crater  may 
be  ascended  while  sitting  at  ease  in  an  arm-chair.  Bearers  are  usually 
waiting  at  the  foot  of  it,  provided  with  chairs  adapted  for  tbe  purpose, 
which  they  cairy  by  means  of  long  poles  fastened  to  tbe  sides.  Those  who 
do  not  adopt  this  easy,  though  expensive  style,  and  prefer  climbing  on  foot, 
will  probably  find  themselves  amply  recompensed  for  tbe  fatigue.  With 
some  determination,  and  one  or  two  rests  by  tbe  way,  and,  if  need  be,  the 
assistance  of  the  guide,  who  is  generally  provided  with  a  belt  or  rope  to  pass 
reund  the  traveller's  waist  so  as  to  pull  him  up,  most  people  will  succeed 
without  feeling  much  oppressed,  and  enjoy  their  visit  none  the  less.  Re- 
freshments may  be  procured  at  a  bouse  on  the  mountain  before  reaching 
Ibis  part ;  and  lest  any  should  faint  by  the  way,  there  are  commonly  people 
carrying  baskets  with  provisions,  such  as  bread,  wine,  and  eggs.  Some,  too, 
sre  selling  curiosities  connected  with  the  mountain — ^ucb  as  fine  stones,  or 
crystals,  or  pieces  of  lava — with,  perhaps,  a  coin  indented  into  them  when 
quite  hot  from  the  furnace  beneath,  A^  we  climb  up  over  the  large  cinders, 
which  is  the  easier  way,  during  the  ascent,  care  must  be  taken  to  plant  the 
fuet  on  pieces  that  arc  fixed  and  solid,  as,  from  the  steepness  of  tbe  sides,  a 
false  step  might  precipitate  the  traveller  to  the  bottom.  With  care,  bow- 
ever,  he  may  climb  up  with  the  same  ease  almost  that  he  would  ascend  a 
Tsry  long  flight  of  steps.     When  he  has  nearly  reached  the  top,  if  he  turns 
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round  and  looks  to  the  Tulley  beneath  him,  he  ma;  feel  a  tendency' to  giddi- 
ness at  the  prospect, — at  sXi  events,  be  will  be  vividly  impreesed  by  thesKep- 
nesa  of  this  part  of  the  hill.  From  the  measurements  of  scientific  mem  it 
appears  that  the  sides  form  an  angle  vith  the  axis  of  the  cone,  varying  fnin 
thirty  to  forty-five  degrees.  As  we  a[^roached  the  top,  the  mountain  pi 
hotter  beneath  «ur  feet.  At  frequent  crevices,  a  dull,  yellowish  $ani\& 
issued  forth,  the  sulphureous  nature  of  which  was  very  evident  both  to  lie 
eyes  and  nostrils,  and  deposits  of  saiphur,  both  in  flower  and  in  solid  pieces. 
were  very  numerous,  of  which  we  collected  some 'specimens.  At  lengtli*e 
stood  on  the  summit.  We  found  it  of  much  greater  extent  than  its  appear- 
ance at  a  distance  led  us  to  expect.  Over  it,  as  on  the  sides,  there  ivcre 
scattered  the  remains  of  former  eruptions;  and  in  addition,  there  nere 
numerous  stwies  and  cinders,  which,  as  we  soon  discovered,  were  thrown  up 
at  intervals  even  now.  There  were  two  large  openings,  from  both  of  which 
smoke  issued  in  huge  volumes,  and,  mingling  together  as  they  Ascentled, 
formed  the  well-known  appearance  of  the  pine-tree,  which  has  been  so  often 
described.  The  largest  of  these  was  about  eight  or  ten  yards  long,  and  four 
or  five  bi-oad.  The  otb^,  at  a  distuice  from  it  of  five  dr  six  yards,  was 
somewhat  lees  in  size.  Following  our  guide,  who  assured  us  there  was  no 
danger,  and  at  the  same  tjme,  vrith  Italian ;^ne«e,  threw  out  the  compliiaent 
that  the  English  were  brave,  we  descended  into  the  ItoUow  in  which  the 
largest  opening  was  situatie.  The  heat  was  most  intense.  Holding  hand- 
kerchiefs over  our  mouths  and  nostrils — a  very  necessary  precaution  to  avoid 
being  suffocated — we  proceeded  as  nearas  we  could,  to-about  four  feet  from 
the  edge  of  the  opening.  The  smoke  was  ascending  at  a  rapid  rate,  com- 
pletely filling  the  orifice;  aad  the  wreathing  volumes  seemed  to  contend  with 
each  other  for  exit,  resembling  very  mu<^  the  funnel  of  a  steamboat  ou  a 
gigantic  scale.  We  could  of  course,  from  the  density  of  the  smoke,  see  but 
a  very  little  way  down  into  the  opening.  We  saw  far  enough,  however,  to 
observe  that  the  smoke,  instead  of  the  dull,  vapoury  appearance  which  it 
presented  at  the  top,  had  a  land,  flame-like  colour.  At  times,  a  fearful 
lyiaring  was  heard  from  the  distant  depths  of  the  gulf  that  yawned  at  our 
feet.  The  smoke  ascended  with  greatly  increased  rapidity,  and  stones  about 
a  foot  in  circumference  were  shot  high  into  the  air  above  our  beads,  and  fell 
on  the  hill-top,  as  the  wind  or  the  direction  of  the  current  drove  them.  We 
instinctively  ran  back,  experiencing  a  sense  of  the  mighty  powers  that  are 
at  work  in  the  earth  beneath  us  which  we  shall  never  forget,  and  feeling 
deeply  the  emphatic  meaning  of  the  declaration  of  God's  Spirit — "The 
heavens  and  the  earth  which  are  now,  by  the  same  word  are  kept  in  store, 
reserved  unto  fire  against  the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition  of  ungodly 
men."  The  same  phenomena  are  observable  at  the  smaller  opening;  but  uf 
it  we  did  not  make  so  close  an  examination.  From  both,  the  smoke  con. 
tinned  to  pour  out  incessantly  day  and  night  during  three  or  four  weeks, 
and  then  ihe  expected  eruption  took  place.  We  did  not  wait  to  witness!'; 
but  from  the  account  in  the  rimM,  it  appeared  to  be  unusually  severe.  A 
new  opening  was  made  in  the  Atrio  del  Cavallo,  from  which  a  stream  of 
lava  burst  forth.  Much  damage  was  done  to  the  vineyards  about  the  foot  o! 
the  mountain,  and  even  the  town  of  Portici  was  threatened  with  destruc- 
tion. After  remaining  a  short  time  on  the  top,  enjoying  the  beautiful  and 
fiir-reaching  prospect  spread  out  around  us,  and  musing  on  the  strange  iind 
terrific  work  which  was  going  on  beneath  our  feet,  we  thought  of  descend- 
ing. But  this  appeared  to  us  even  more  formidable  than  the  work  of 
climbing  up;  and,  if  we  had  been  leili  to  ourselves,  might  have  been  a  matter 
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tif  no  littlo  time  and  trouble.  Our  guide,  howerer,  showed  us  an  easier 
method  thaa  any  of  which  we  had  thought.  Choosing  the  aide  where  the 
ashes  were  ftroken  down  into  small  pieces  like  dust,  although  it  appeared  to 
us  from  the  great  steepness  rathw  frightful,  he  began  to  walk  down,  and  we 
fuUowed.  At  every  etep,  however,  the  foot  sank  down  much  farther  than 
was  intended,  whicb  required  the  other  to  be  quickly  hrought  to  tho  rescue; 
and  acOordingly  we  very  soon  fonad  ourselves  involuntarily  running  down 
in  the  most  speedy  and  exciting  manner.  From  these  ashes,  although  not 
covered  with  soil,  we  observed  vegetation  springing  up ;  and  at  the  foot  of 
llie  crater  wo  came  upon  fertile  vineyards,  which  are  much  esteemed  for  the 
peculiar  wine  produced  by  ihem,  and  which  extend  onwards  for  nttes. 

The  observatory,  erected  by  the  King  in  1844,  stands  near  the  Hermitage, 
on  the  north-east  side  of  the  mountain.  It  ia  intended  to  supply  scientilic  in* 
furmation  regardingthe  ever-varying  phenomena  of  the  volcano.  It  is  situate 
2030  feet  above  the  sea.  From  the  earliest  times,  as  miglit  be  expected, 
this  mountain  has  attracted  great  attention.  Long  before  it  was  known  as 
an  active  volcano,  its  appearance  was  noticed  as  peculiar,  and  in  various 
ways  men  ttied  to  account  for  it.  In  those  ages  when  superstition  took  the 
place  of  science,  the  riven  and  distorted  appearance  of  the  rocks  suggested 
tlie  fable,  that  a  great  battle  had  taken  place  here  between  the  giants  and  the 
gods,  in  the  course  of  which  they  made  a  very  free  use  of  the  rocks  and 
Stones  that  were  scEHtered  around  them.  The  earliest  writer  who  observed 
tliat  it  was  volcanic,  was  Diodorus  SiculBs,  a  historian  who  flourished  about 
11  B.C.  The  same  thing  was  noticed,  among  others,  by  the  geographer 
Straho,  who  lived  about  ibrty  years  afler  him.  After  describing  the  places 
in  the  neighbourhood,  he  says,  that  above  them  rises  Vesuvius,  "  well  cul- 
tivated and  inhabited  all  roand,  except  its  top,  which  is  for  the  most  part 
level,  and  entirely  barren,  ashy  to  the  view,  displaying  cavernous  hollows  in 
cineritious  rocks,  which  look  as  if  they  had  been  eaten  in  the  fire;  so  ibat 
we  may  suppose  this  spot  to  have  been  a  volcano  formerly,  with  burning 
craters,  now  extinguished  for  want  of  fuel."  Although,  from  the  changes 
'|iat  have  taken  place  during  the  long  series  of  eruptions,  this  descrip- 
tion is  not  applicable  now,  it  was  no  doubt  correct  at  the  time ;  and 
ive  can  trace,  as  we  have  already  stated,  the  remains  of  the  walls  of 
this  vast  crater,  which  was  then  entire,  and  filled  up  in  the  centre  with 
"  cineriiious  rocks."  In  the  63d  year  of  the  Christian  era,  there  were  plain 
symptoms  that  the  mountain  was  about  to  resume  its  volcanic  activity, 
^hich  had  been  so  long  suspended.  An  earthquake  damaged  all  the  cities 
■n  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  similar  shocks  were  felt  at  intervale  during  the 
nest  sixteen  years.  The  first  eruption  recorded  in  historj'  took  place  in  the 
year  79.  A  full  and  graphic  account  of  it  has  been  left  by  the  younger 
Pliny,  who  witnessed  it.  Its  devastations  extended  for  many  miles,  and  the 
cities  of  Pompeii  and  Herculaneum  were  overwhelmed  by  the  showers  of 
stones  and  ashes  which  were  poured  out  by  it.  He  attended  the  elder  Pliny, 
his  uncle,  who  commanded  the  Roman  fleet,  stationed  at  that  time  in  the 
Bay  of  Naples,  Their  attention  was  first  attracted  to  the  mountain,  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  by  a  strange  cloud  like  a  great  pine-tree,  that 
appeared  on  the  top  of  it.  When  Uie  danger  that  threatened  the  inhabi- 
•^ts  was  known,  the  elder  Pliny  proceeded  in  a  boat  to  the  side  of  the  bay 
a'  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  to  render  assistance.  As  ho  came  near  the 
eoast,  cinders,  pumice- a  tones,  and  black  pieces  of  burnt  rock  were  felling 
^n  the  boat,  the  sea  was  suddenly  retreating  from  the  shore,  and  vast 
"Bgtneats  of  rocks  were  rolling  down  from  the  mountain,  so  that  it  was 
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quite  impossible  to  land.  He  proceeded  accordingly  to  Slabie,  a  smnll 
tonn,  near  the  present  town  of  Caste)  la  mare ;  and  here  be  met  his  death,  being 
8ufFoca,ted  by  the  noxious  vapours  which  were  sent  forth  from  the  mountain. 
During  this  time  the  younger  Pliny  remaiiied  at  Misenum,  on  the  opposiie 
aide  of  the  bay.  For  some  days  before,  frequent  shocks  of  earthquake  bad 
been  felt ;  and  this  night  they  became  more  violent  than  ever.  Next  morn- 
ing tbe  light  of  day  was  scarcely  discernible  ;  and  the  rocking  of  the  earth 
continued  so  dreadfully,  that  the  people  fled  from  the  town.  Dark  aod 
dreadful  clouds  covered  the  face  of  the  sky,  and  at  timea  they  were  lighted 
up  by  long  trains  of  fire,  resembling  flashes  of  lightning.  Showers  of  stones 
fell  thickly  for  miles  around,  so  that  the  people  were  obliged  to  protect 
tboir  heads  bj  fastening  pillows  above  them.  All  seemed  to  be  Ulled  with 
terror  and  despair, — as  Pliny  says,  "  some  wishing  to  die  from  the  very 
fear  of  dying,  some  lifting  their  hands  to  the  gods;  but  the  greater  part 
imagining  that  the  last  and  eternal  night  was  come,  which  was  to  destroy 
the  gods  and  the  world  together."  There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
stream  of  lava  such  as  is  naually  thrown  out  now,  but  only  showers  of 
red-hot  stones  and  ashes,  and  other  materials.  Great  clouds  of  steam  also 
arose  from  the  crater  {  and  as  it  condensed  in  the  atmosphere,  it  descended  ia 
showers  of  hot  water,  carrying  with  it  the  ashes  which  floated  in  the  air  be- 
neath it,  and  changing  them,  before  they  reached  the  'ground,  into  mud.  By 
tbia  means  Herculaneura  and  Pompeii  were  completely  buried,— the  former 
to  the  depih  of  from  60  to  100  feet,  and  the  latter,  being  farther  distant,  to 
the  depth  of  10  or  12.  Great  changes  also  took  place  on  the  mouatain 
itself, — tbe  rock  next  the  sea,  that  formed  the  southern  wall  of  the  crater, 
having  been  thrown  down. 

Since  that  period,  eruptions  have  been  very  frequent;  indeed,  thisaionn- 
lain  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  tbe  most  active  volcanoes  in  Europe.  There 
have  been  no  less  than  flfty-six  great  eruptions,  besides  many  of  less  im- 
portance. These  have  resembled  each  other  in  their  general  features,  yet 
almost  every  one  exhibits  some  features  peculiar  to  iiaelf.  In  1036  the  first 
stream  of  lava  burst  forth,  of  which  there  is  any  authentic  record.  A  great 
eruption  took  place  in  1779,  of  which  an  account  is  given  by  Sir  Wiiliam 
Hamilton,  who  witnessed  it.  After  tbe  nsual  warnings  of  an  approaching 
eruption,  such  as  the  smoke,  and  rumbling  noises,  and  casting  up  of  stones, 
a  light  sulphureous  smoke  issued  forth  in  great  volumes,  and  appeared  above 
the  summit  four  times  tbe  height  of  tbe  mountain  itself,  and'  stones  and 
ashes  were  shot  up  to  tbe  height  of  2000  feet.  Two  days  afterwards,  the 
disturbance  in  the  mountain  having  continoed  all  the  time,  he  says,  "A 
fountain  of  Are  was  shot  up  to  an  incredible  height,  casting  so  bright  a  light, 
that  the  smallest  objects  could  be  clearly  distinguished  at  any  place  wilhia 
six  miles  or  more  of  Vesuvius."  On  the  following  night  a  loud  report  was 
heard,  so  that  tbe  people  around  were  greatly  alarmed,  and  even  many 
windows  in  Naples  were  broken  by  tbe  concussion  of  tbe  air.  Instantly  a 
fountain  of  liquid  transparent  fire  began  to  rise,  which  increased  until  it  be- 
came a  stupendous  column,  no  less  than  three  times  tbe  height  of  Vesuvius 
itself.  Huge  blocks  of  lava  were  thrown  out  during  this  eruption,  one  ol 
which  measured  108  feet  in  circumference,  and  17  in  length;  and  another 
G6  feet  in  circumference,  and  19  in  length.  In  1794  there  was  an  eruj)tioD 
even  more  terrible.  No  less  than  fifteen  different  mouths  were  opened  in 
the  mountain,  from  which  streams  of  lava  issued.  These  united  as  they 
reached  the  plain,  and  advanced  steadily  towards  the  sea.  This  slreani 
passed  through  tbe  centre  of  the  town  of  Torre  del  Grsco,  and  buried  the 
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clithedral,  several  churches,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  bouses,  to  the  depth 
of  Irom  12  to  40  feet.  In  1822  an  eruption  took,  place  of  Bo  violent  a  cha- 
racter, that  the  top  of  the  crater  itself,  and  vast  accumulations  of  scoriie 
Around  it,  were  thrown  out,  and  a  deep  chasm  was  lefl,  about  three  miles  in 
circumference.  And  in  1855  vast  floods  of  lava  were  poured  forth  in  every 
direction,  causing  wide-spread  desolation,  and  overwhelming  the  village  of 
Carcolo.  No  less  than  eleven  different  mouths  were  open  at  one  time, 
and  were  actively  discharging  lava ;  so  that  it  was  feared  the  mountain  itself 
would  fall  in. 

From  these  examples,  some  id^a  may  be  formed  of  tii6  tremendous  forces 
which  are  stored  up  here,  and  which  wait  only  the  flat  of  the  Almighty  to 
rush  forth,  and  falGI  His  sovereign  will.  The  contemplation  of  them  is 
well  fitted  to  awaken  in  every  mind,  that  is  not  utterly  insensate,  feelings  of 
tbe  deepest  awe.  We  need  not  go  back  upon  the  superstitions  in  which 
monkish  credulity,  or  perhaps  craftiness,  indulged  during  the  Dark  Ages. 
The  mere  recital  of  these  is  sufficient  to  make  us  feel  their  absurdity.  It 
is  told,  for  instance,  that  a  hermit  who  dwelt  near  Naples,  in  a  hut  over- 
looking the  road,  as  he  was  busy  at  his  prayers  one  night,  looked  out  of  his 
window  to  see  if  morning  was  near.  He  observed  some  men,  as  black  as 
Ethiopians,  driving  a  great  troop  of  pack-horses,  laden  with  hay.  The  old 
man  was  surprised  at  this,  and  inquired  who  they  were,  and  what  they  pro- 
posed to  do  with  all  this  fodder.  They  answei'ed,  "  We  are  not  men,  but 
evil  spirits ;  and  this,  food  which  we  prepare  is  not  for  flocks  or  herds,  but 
to  foment  those  fires  which  are  prepared  against  men's  souls."  They  abo 
Blated  they  were  preparing  for  two  individuals  in  particalar,  who  were 
shortly  to  be  committed  to  their  charge, — one  of  whom,  the  Prince  of  Capua, 
was  lying  sick,  and  the  other,  the  captain  of  the  garrison  in  Naples,  was 
alive  and  well.  The  hermit  quickly  went  to  the  captain,  and  tcld  him  what 
lie  had  observed ;  and  the  latter,  evidently  apprehensive  of  his  fate,  said  that 
he  was  going  to  meet  the  emperor,  but  that  he  would  immediately  afterwards 
forsake  the  world,  and  become  a  monk.  To  ascertain  if  the  hermit's  story  were 
true,  however,  he  eeut  a  messenger  to  Capua  to  inquire  about  the  Prince, 
when  it  was  found,  as  the  black  individuals  had  anticipated,  that  he  was  dead; 
and  the  captain  himself  died  about  a  fortnight  afterwards.  Thereupon,  this 
veracious  narrative  states,  "  the  mountain  Vesuvius,  from  which  hell  often 
belches  forth,  broke-out  into  flames,  as  might  clearly  be  proved,  because  the 
bay  which  those  demons  got  ready  was  nothing  else  than  the  fire  of  that 
fell  conflagration  prepared  for  these  reprobate  and  wicked  men  ;  for  as  of\en 
as  a  reprobate  rich  man  dies  in  those  parts,  the  fire  is  seen  to  burst  from 
the  above-named  mountain."  It  is  related  also,  that  a  priest,  who  had  left 
Ilia  mother  sick  at  Benevcntum,  was  journeying  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
mountain,  and  watching  eagerly  the  flames,  when  his  attention  was  arrested 
hy  a  voice  proceeding  from  them  as  of  some  one  in  great  distress.  He  af 
oace  recognised  it  to  be  his  mother's,  and  soon  learnt  that  she  had  died  that 
very  hour.  These  specimens  of  monkish  stories  show  plainly  enough  the 
working  of  diseased  or  deluded  fancy  ;  and  the  common-sense  of  every  one 
will  make  him  readily  reject  them.  But  there  is  a  lesson  to  be  drawn 
Itoin  the  fearful  powers  of  nature  disclosed  by  this  mountain,  which  sober 
Kflsoti  and  true  religion  alike  confirm.  These  forces  are  in  God's  hand ;  and 
although  the  devastations  which  they  have  wrought  are  mysterious  to  us 
now,  we  may  fairly  believe  that  they  fulfil  purposes  of  God's  providence 
wbich  are  dictated  by  the  highest  wisdom  and  justice.  The  same,  ends  which 
^fi?  have  accomplished  in  tbe  past,  they  will  be  made  to  work  out  it 
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future  ;  and  when  the  time  of  tbe  restitution  of  all  things  has  arrived,  these' 
may  be  called  forth  aa  instruments  to  bring  about  that  great  change,  vhicli 
the  wicked  must  contemplate  with  alarm,  but  which  should  make  6od> 
people  rejoice,  which  shall  purify  this  world  from  all  its  wickedness  sod 
woe,  and  bring  in  the  "  new  heavens  and  the  new  eartb,.wharein  dwellelb 
righteousness."  J.  C. 


THE  SEASON  AND  ITS  LESSONS. 

"  Vb  in.  do  fade  U.a.  letr." 

-  Br  the  appearance  of  nature  around  us,  we  are  reminded  that  the  season 
has  again  arrived  for  the  falling  of  the  leaf,  and  for  tbe  spreading  of  decay 
over  the  wide  limits  of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  The  masses  of  foliage, 
whose  beautiful  tints  and  rich  luxuriance  have  adorned  our  summer  land- 
scape, are  banning  to  pass  away,  and  ere  long  will  have  become  scattered 
and  strewn  as  if  they  had  never  been.  Already  we  look  on  "  the  sere  and 
yellow  leaf."  A  few  such  leaves  have  fallen  ;  multitudes  mon  will  speedily 
follow;  every  branch  will  soon  be  stripped;  and  by  and  by  the  naked 
desolation  of  winter  will  have  taken  the  place  of  tiie  laughing  beanty  of 
surflmer.  And  we  all,  too,  do  fade  aa  a  leaf.  In  human  life,  as  in  vegetable 
life,  the  law  of  decay  is  going  on, .  One  by  one  we  all  drop  off  from  the 
tree,  blown  upon  by  the  blighting,  remorseless  winds  of  time ;  and  in  a 
little  while  riiall  he  nothing  better  than  the  withered  foliage  that  is  trodden 
in  the  dust  and  forgotten  for  ever., 

.  The  fact  ie  sad  and  distressing.  We  could  bear,  with  a  passing  regret, 
to  part  with  the  summer  dress  of  our  trees  and  shrubs;  for,  after  ali,  it  is 
but  tiny  leaves  we  have  lost.  But  that  mot — the  living,  thinking,  active, 
immortal  beings  we  call  ourselves — should  thus  droop,  decay,  and  pass 
away,  is  something  humiliating  and  solemn. .  We  can  look  on  the  wreck  of 
u  ship  without  a  shudder,  or  on  the  ruined  walls  of  some  proud  specimeo 
of  Gothic  architecture  without  a  tear.  We.  may  have  our  "-^^rets,  and 
wish  that  the  structure  had  remaned  in  ^1  its  grandeur,  l  '.it  it  b  only 
stone  and  lime  in  the  one  case,  and  insensible  timber  in  the  other ;  and  we 
know  nothing  of  that  freezing  chill  which  instinctively  comes  over  our 
frame  when  we  look  on  the  dead  body  of  a  man.  In  fliat  now  unsightly 
form  once  dwelt  an  immortal  spirit;  those  eyes  erewhile  shone  with  tbe 
light  of  intelligence — they  sparkled  with  joy  or  were  bedimm.:'?  with  grief; 
those  limbs  were  onca  animated  with  ethereal  fire,  and  a  soul  was  diffused 
through  that  frame.  But  now  the  animating  principle  has  fled,  and  ruin 
remnins  behind. 

Yet  strange  it  is  that  we  continue -so  utterly  unimpressed  with  the  &ct  of 
our  fniilty  and  mortality.  Almost  daily  we  see  death,  we  hear  of  it,  we 
talk  of  it ;  and  yet  there  is  nothing  practically  further  from  our  thoughts- 
nothing  with  which  we  are  so  profoondly  lui acquainted.  When  it  does 
come,  nothing  takes  us  more  completely  by  surprise,  or  to  which  we  appear 
so  absolutely  strangers.  As  with  the  wand  of  a  mighty  magician,  tbe 
great  destroyer  keeps  men's  eyes  shut  in  the  face  of  the  clearest  evidence; 
and  though  voices  without  number  are  calling  to  ua — though  the  ever- 
opening  grave  is  crying.  Give,  give — though  the  empty  seat  by  the  faiaily 
hearth  reminds  us  how  near  tbe  shaft  has  come  to  ourselves — tliough  the 
vacancy  in  the  church  pew  tells  how  one  has  been  taken  and  another  left— 
though  the  disappearance  now  of  tbe  old,  now  of  the  young,  now  of  him 
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who  is  engaged  in  the  active  buBtle  of  life,  now  of  her  who  ia  in  the  hey- 
daj  of  youth  and  enjoyment,  is  ever  showing  thnt  "  there  is  no  discbftrge 
io  that  war,"— ^yet  we  ever  repent  the  old  folly,  in  putting  far  away  from 
U3  the  evil  day,  and,  in-  the  wrong  sense  of  the  expression,  we  "  take  no 
thought  for  to-morrow."'  We  love  not  to  dwell  on  that  which  poisons  our 
pleasures  and  eaddena  onr  hearla.  Or,  should  the  law  of  mortality  be  really 
forced  itpon  us,  we  apply  it  to  others  rather  than  ourselves.  "  They  must 
needadie.  They — thatis,  oA«rs— 'must  rtrop  off  the  tree,  leaf  after  leaf.  But 
I  am  not  decaying  and  waxing  old^  I  am  not  withering  under  sickness  or 
age.  I  am  yet  in  the  flush  of  heahh,  and  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  strength." 
Thus  do  we  flatter  ourselves,  and  imagine  that  we  are  as  free  Irom  the  fate 
of  others  aa  if  we  belonged  to  a  distant  [^neL  "  All  men  think  all  men 
aortal  but  themselveB." 

But  here  we  are  taught  ihat  "we  all  do  fade  as  a  leaf."  We,  as  well  as 
others.  We  all,  without  any  ei^seption.  We  do  fade,  by  a  flxed  law 
which  nothing  can  arrest.  We  fade  as  the  Uaf; — we  wither,  drop  oif,  and 
are  tossed  to  and  fro,  the  sport  of  the  wolflsh  winds,  like  the  frail  and  tiny 
leaf.    Full  of  iostruction  is  this  allusion  to  one  oi  the  simplicities  of  nature. 

1.  From  what  a  Irifiin^  cause  dov  the  leaf  faU. — A  mere  breath  of  wind 
will  suffice,  when  the  appointed  time  comes  round.  It  is  not  a  tornado, 
not  a  whirlwind,  not  some  fierce,  uprooting,  tremendous  power,  that  is  re- 
quired. Were  it  an  oaik  in  the  Jbrest,  some  gigantic  pyramid  or  strong 
tower,  that  bad  to  be  removed,  the  mighty  elements  of  nature  must  be 
called  forth.  But  it  is  a  leaf,  a  mere  Zeo^  that  has  to  come  down  ;  and  not 
even  a  breeze  is  necessary,  A  gentle  wind  rustling  through  the  branches 
ia  sufficient.     A  very  breath  of  wind  has  but  to  blow,  and  the  leaf  falls. 

And  thus  do  we  fade — thns  do  we  aUvfade.  Easily  and  helpless!}'  are  we 
cut  down  hy  a  cause  so  insignificant.  God  does  not  need  to  bring  forth  all 
His  artillery  against  us,  or  to  awaken  "  the  hiding  of  His  power."  He  does 
not  require  to  lay  bare  His  arm,  and  put  on  strength:  It  is  not  a  victory 
barely  doubtful  which  is  gained  over  us.  It  is  not  necessary  for  Him  to 
blov  the  trumpet  and  summon  ten  thousand  diseases  into  His  presence,  as 
if  such  a  formidable  array  were  required  to  waste  our  bodily  frames,  and  to 
reduce  them  to  a  heap  of  dust.  But  one  arrow  out  of  His  quiver  will  suffice 
~-one  look  of  God's  countenance,  and  we  live .  no  more.  "  Thine  eyes  are 
upon  me,  and  I  am  not."  The  earth  need  not  shake,  nor  the  thunder  come 
ant  of  his  place  :  it  ia  not  necessary  to  unshealh  the  lightnings  of  heaven  to 
accomplish  the  destruction  of  man.  "  I  sent  the  hornet  before  you,  that  drove 
oat  from  before  you  the  kings  of  the  Atnorites" — "  the  locust,  the  canker- 
worm,  the  caterpillar,  and  the  palmer-worm,  My  great  army  which  I  sent 
among  you."  "I  will  be  unto  Ephraim  as  the  moth."  The  habitation  in  which 
we  dwell  is  not  a  fortress  of  adamant,  but  a  "  house  of  clay ;"  "  our  founda- 
''on  "  is  not  in  the  solid  rock,  hut  "  in  the  dust ;"  "  we  are  crushed,"  not  be- 
fore the  falling  avalanche,  but  "  before  the  moth ;"  it  is  not  once  in  a  century 
'bat  we  hear  of  a  human  body  becoming  a  prey  to  death,  but  "  they  are 
Qesiroyed  from  morning  to  evening ;"  nor  does  it  excite  universal  astonish- 
ment as  a  thing  which  could  hardly  happen,  but  "  they  perish  for  ever  with- 
out any  regarding  it."  "  Thus  man  dieth,  and  wasteth  awny  ;  he  giveth 
ip  the  ghost,  and  where  is  he  V  "  O  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  under- 
stood this,  that  they  would  consider  their  latter  end  I"  "  Lord,  make  me 
to  koow  the  measure  of  my  days,  what  it  is ;  that  I  may  know  how  frail  I 

2.  The  Uaf  fades  cU  are  appoiTUed  season. — This  is  a  fact  with  which  we 
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are  all  Eamilinr.  A.9  autumn  advancest  the  operations  of  oature  become  1e^ 
active.  By  and  hy  the  sap  ceases  to  flow  ;  the  leaf,  deprived  of  its  nourisb- 
ment,  begins  to  wither,  and  ere  long  Ihlls  from  the  tree.  It  is  not  by  arci- 
dent,  but  by  a  fixed  law,  that  tlie  process  of  decay  proceeds.  In  the  human 
frame  a  siiailar  law  is  established.  There  is  a  fixed  period  during  whicli 
the  tide  of  life  continues  to  flow,  which,  when  it  has  reached,  it  beginaU 
ebb.  There  is  a  course  for  our  sun  to  pursue,  which,  when  it  has  run,  it 
sinks  behind  the  horizon.  We  speak  of  the  spring-time  of  youth,  the  Bvm- 
mer  of  manhood,  the  autumn  of  declining  years,  and  the  winter  of  old  age. 
"  Is  there  not  an  appointed  time  for  man  upon  earth  !  "  "  His  days  Are  de- 
terminedi  the  number  of  Lis  months  is  with  Thee:  Thoa  hast  appointed  his 
bounds,  that  he  cannot  pass."  The  onward  progress  of  life  is  that  of  ibe 
arrow  through  the  air,  which  soon  espends  its  force  and  &lls  to  the  ground. 
No  law  is  more  certain  in  its  operation  than  that  of  mortality,  so  legibly 
impressed  upon  our  sinful  nature.  We  must  pay,  not  the  "  debt  of  nature," 
but  the  debt  of  sin^  with  unfailing  certainty.  "By  one  man  sin  entered 
into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin" — "we  all  must  needs  die."  However 
varied  the  journey  of  life,  however  numerous  its  turnings  and  windiogBj 
onr  faces  are  stiil  towards  the  tomb.  That  is  our  destination,  fixed  and 
sure  at  last.  Without  us,  the  mile-stones  of  time  are  passing  one  by  one  as 
we  move  on;  and  within  us,  "our  hearts,  like  muffled  drums,  are  beating 
funeral  marches  to  the  grave." 

But  this  law  does  not  always  run  its  course.  As  the  rough  winds  of 
heaven  oftentimes  tear  the  leaf  from  the  tree  before  its  time,  so  with  yet 
greater  frequency  does  the  hand  of  disease  bring  the  wheel  of  life  to  a  stand 
before  it  has  accomplished  the  set  number  of  its  revolutions.  By  a  tboussnd 
gates  death  has  access  to  the  seat  of  life;  and  oftentimesj  without  sign  or 
note  of  warning,  he  is  found  entering  when  least  expected.  It  is  hot  always 
the  old  and  decrepid  whom  he  selects — the  pilgrim  bending  under  the  wei^it 
of  years,  and  tottering  on  the  grave's  brink,  nor  even  the  man  who  has  la- 
boured long  at  the  Master's  work,  bearing  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day; 
but  sometimes  those  on  whose  brow  lies  the  dew  of  life's  morning;  whom 
a  long  day  seems  to  awail,  whose  step  is  but  yet  on  the  threshold,  and 
who  seem  destined  to  a  long  career  of  active  duty.  "  To  spare  the  green 
and  take  the  ripe,"  is  no  rule  with  this  great  destroyer.  While  the  leaf  ia 
yet  green  and  fresh,  just  beginning  to  unfold  Itself,  and  the  lime  to  wither 
seems  far  distant,  suddenly  there  is  a  leap  across  the  season  of  summer  into 
the  days  of  the  "  sere  and  yellow  leaf,"  and  as  in  a  moment  the  object  of  our 
fond  hopes  and  lender  affection  is  cut  down;  In  middle  life,  too,  how  often 
does  time  steal  a  march  upon  us,  and  ere  we  are  aware,  we  find  ourselves 
standing  by  the  grave's  mouth  I  "  Grey  hairs  are  here  and  there  upon 
him,  but  he  knoweth  it  not." 

3.  Every  leaf  fades  and  falls  from  the  tree  in  its  (u?vi.— However  numeroas 
the  leaves  of  the  forest,  tjiia  fixed  law  overtakes  every  leaf  in  its  place.  Were 
the  number  a  thousandfold  increased,  with  equal  ease  would  the  end  be  se- 
complished — not  a  leaf  would  be  passed  over.  So  is  it  in  human  life; 
"  there  is  none  abiding."  "  Joseph  died,  and  his  brethren,  and  all  thai 
generation."  "  I  know  that  Thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death,  and  to  the  honse 
appointed  for  all  living."  There  are  no  deserters  from  this  camp.  None 
are  allowed  to  get  away  on  furlough.  Over  the  whole  field  wanders  theejs 
of  the  dread  foe,  and  with  the  skill  of  an  unerring  marksman  his  arrows 
bring  down  the  flying  fugitives.  Not  one  escapes  to  lell  the  tale.  In  olfier 
battle-fields  we  read  of  the  lists  Of  the  wounded  and  killed  as  forming  but  o 
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rainorlty  bf  the  wtiole.     Here  the  wliofe  fielong  fti  brt«  list— ihe  lis'l  of  the 
fallen.     All  ftM  the  fehiirt.     "  l^e  Bibul)  and  the  ^eM  n^e  liiM*."     "  Erary  " 
one  Shall  draw  ftftet  hioij  as  there  ai^  inhUnteMble  t^cre  bafafe  him." 

4.  5u(  a  sihill  loss  ii  ovcasioned  h\)  the  leafivhm  it  hcK/aHsni-^'Wht.t  is  a  'stttgtft 
leaf  to  the  Tnlving  forest  T  It  can  well  b^  spared..  Its  ft^^nce  h  BcFiciKljr 
observed  While  it  haqgson  the  tree,  and  when  il  ibgone  ns  bhWk  is  ci^ilwil, 
So  can  the  w6t4il  afford  to  ^o  on  without  thee,  thou  child  of  pride  awd 
vanity !  ItS  business  will  not.  he  interrupted  hy  thy  depAttlkrb,  any  moi« 
than  the  Stream  will  ctwsB  to  flow  after  Uie  ftiialing  bubble  Ort  its  surfilce 
has  burst.  Stalesmart,  'oratffr,  hierchdnl,  aoVi  of  g^hSna,  wtlofee  pSn  moves 
die  minds  of  milUbn^,  go,  if  tho«  will-^thoil  caiisl  Wfell  be  spared,  i^VW 
will  pause  to  think  of  thy  deith;  ahd  fewer  fltill  shsJ  a  te*r  on  thy  igrdve. 
As  a,  cloud  passing  over  tiie  likce  of  the  skj%  hrti  leavin'^  nu  tS-ace  htehirt'd  it, 
haa  thy  dourse  been  here  below.  Thy  death  is  but  a  blade  withered  In  the 
Mis;  the  landscape  will  not  bi  less  glorious  Without  then.  It  tS  bntadt^ 
Hhaled  frOia  the  Ocean  ;  the  nnJunfcin-bi»oWS  Will  not  Wis*  tW.  "  Vtt-iPf-, 
every  man  at  his  best  estate  is  altogether  vanity ! " 

5,  When  tie  leaf/adesf  ilpaaseif  avxoffor  ewr.— It  is  tossed  a  while  by  the 
sportive  winds,  and  quickly  perishes  out  of  sipht.  .The  returning  season 
brings  with.. it  new  clothing  fOr  the  vegetable  world;  but  the  leaf  which 
pmebes  now,,  perishes  fotr  ever.  And  "as  the  clbud  i^  consumEtd  .and 
vanisheth  a,wa3',  so  he  that  gpeth  down  to  the  grave  shnll  come  up  no  more. 
Ha  sh&ll  return  no  mdre  to  WS  house,  neith'er  Shall  hiS  plaife  ttiow  hito  aMy 
more."  "Mhnlieth  dpWh,  and.riseth  not;  till  the  heivefts  We  no  itiore,  tf^y 
Bliall  not,  awake,  Wor  be  rateed  tout  of  ihell-  slfeep."  fiacii  of  IftRfife  botlfel^. 
which  *oW  occupies  «d  muct.  of  the  attrtitioil  nftd  care  of  tlie  SqittfertAl 
spirit,  is  liable,  like  the  leaf,  to  be  torn  from  the  \te^  at  any  moment,  \  Sick- 
ness, invades  it ;  disease  wears  it  down  ;  sorrows  emaciate  it;  and,  ete  long, 
it  will  be  reduced  to  a  mass,  of  lifeless,  loathsome  day.  Clothe  it,  ^d  feed 
it,  and  foster  it  as  you,  may,  it  is  a  body  of  death  ;  die  it  nrnst,  anid  die  it 
shall.  You  delight  to  deck  it  with  goodly  apparel ;  you  would  arrty  it  in 
giory  and  beauty  ;  you  would  build  for  it  splendid  mansions,  and  treat  it  to 
luniptuoa^  feasts ;  yoii  would  grati^  iVi  ear  with  'Sounds  of  music,  please  Its 
eye  witblively  sights  and  ftit  colours,  mifiSsRft-  to  its  t&6t6  With  delicious  fdbd 
and  pleasfiflt  drink,  and  charm  its  SmeTl  With  odorifotous  flowet*  and  Tich 
perftimtw,  But  what  nitist  soon  become  6f  i;he  fond  Objeftt  of  %ill  ycWr  cift*  , 
and-anriety?  Soon  it  ahalt'mingle  with  the  clods  of  t^e  valley.  The  dQBt 
"sbail  coVftrit;  the  earth,  with  her  bars,  bhsll  enclose  it;  cotruption'shrfiBay 

to  it,  I  aW  thy  father ;  and  the  worm,  I  ara  thy  siBler'Arid  mothef.  It  slrall 
go  down  tft  the  fewer  parts  of  the  earth,  and  there  shaH  Kfe  'and  srleep  With  ifs 
kindred  do'st,  undiStut-bed  by  the  noise  and  ^r  of  the  bu^  Wflrid  of  life  RtfoVi 
il— by  the  sweet  Sounds  of  music,  the  busy  homof  lift^the  ahoWtingS  ofiinAi 
titudes,  the-ahockof  urmjes,  and  the  din  of  arms,  the  Shaking  of  kingdjnri'i, 
and  the  rfevoitftton  of  tiations.  With  all  things  una'ei-  the  si)n  it  haft  dotfcjfor 
ever :  and  whife  ages  ptfBs  away,  it  BhuU  sleep  in  the  sii'ent  tomb,  ahd  slKinfSfeir 
on  onawakehed  till  the  tmmpet  Howrd  on  the  refeurrSctSon  mortV. 

FadifiK  leaf!  sfliin  to  be  stripped  -ftom  Wie  tree,  ding  to  tfcift  WMcfc  shall 
lever  fade.  "  All  flfesh  is  grass ;  but  the  word  of  the  'btitt  ehaureth  for 
ever."  "  Blessed  jg  the  man  whos^  delight  is  in  the  laW  6f  thb  tmrd,  and 
who  meditates  Ort  Ifis  taW  day  and  night.  He  shall  b6  like  a  tree  ^ant^d 
by  the  rivert  of  Wktfer,  that  bringeth  forth  hi*  fruit  ih  his  b«*s(t(i :  his  leaf 
also  shall  not  wither."  Inhere  is  an  evergreen  'in  the  garden  bf  the  Lord, 
"hcBa  leaves  know  rfot  the  laiat  of  corruption,  hut  r«(«iin  their  virgfft  frwh- 
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nes9,  unimpaired  under  the  reign  of  a  perpetual  spring.  Seek  union  to  thai 
tree,  and  you  shell  no  longer  fade.  Receive  its  nourishmeut,  and  you  bM 
multiply  your  days  as  the  sand  ;  the  dew  of  beauty  sball  lie  continually  npon 
your  branch,  and  your  glory  shall  remain  fi'esh  in  you  for  STermore.  If 
now  thou  must  tall,  tbixiugh  union  to  that  tree,  frail  leaf  as  thou  art,  1^ 
ishall  yet  be  restored  to  rustle  again  before  balmier  gales,  surrounded  with 
brighter  blossoms  and  sweeter  perfumes.  "  I  am  the  resurrection  and  Ibe 
life  :  he  that  believeth  in  Me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live.  And 
whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  Me,  shall  never  die.  BelieveEt  thou 
this  1"  "  Thy  dead  men  shall  live ;  together  with  my  dead  body  sball  they 
arise.  Awake  and  sing,  ye  that  dwell  in  dust :  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew 
of  herbs,  and  the  earth  shall  oast  out  the  dead." 

Frail  leaf '.  prepare  for  winter's  stormy  blast.  Days  of  trial  are  at  hand ; 
they  may  be  nearer  than  thou  art  imagining.  Cling  to  the  Rock,  when  the 
billows  of  death  do  rise  and  beat  around  you.  There  is  no  shelter  but  there. 
Body  and  soul,  joined  together  in  loving  harmony,  "  like  two  young  roea 
that  are  twins,"  must  part: 


"  Tliose  two  tweet  instrnroenti,  ne'er  out  of  tune, 
That  play  their  eereral  parta— 

Which  eammer  seas 

Shoir  not  more  smooth,  when  kjesed  by  aouthern  irinda, 
Jtist  ready  to  espire," 

mnst  yet  be  refl  asunder, — the  one  to  lie  down  rrith  the  cldds  of  the  valley, 
and  mix  with  kindred  dust ;  the  other,  to  soar  upwards,  "  to  the  mountains 
of  myrrh  and  the  hills  of  frankincense."  Yet  only  if  thou  hast  attained  to 
that  union.  Seek,  then,  with  an  ardour  never  to  be  quenched,  seek  union  to 
that  living,  life-giving  tree  that  grows  in  the  midst  of  the  paradise  of  God. 

J.  P.  M. 


THE  PRAYING  SOCIETIES  OF  COLINSBtlRGH  AND 
EDINBURGH. 
Hating,  in  a  former  paper,  attempted  to  give  some  idea  of  the  constitution 
and  purposes  of  the  praying  societies  which  existed  in  former  times  in  our 
country,  we  shall  now  extract  a  few  passages  from  the  letters  which  passed 
between  the  Edinbui^h  and  Colinsburgh  meetings,  copies  of  which,  from  the 
year  1758  till  1776,  are  before  ua.  In  these  letters  we  tind  occasional  re- 
ferences to  events  happening  ia  the  Church,  and  to  the  religious  condition  of 
the  country  at  that  time ;  but  they  are  chiefly  interesting  as  the  expression 
of  manly  piely,  strongly  characteristic  of  the  age  and  circumstances  of  ihe 
writers.  They  are  racy  with  the  flavour  of  the  soil  from  which  they  sprung. 
The  opening  letter,  from  the  Edinburgh  society,  bears  distinct  traces  of  the 
style  and  qtiality  of  the  religious  training  of  its  authors: — 

"  D£AB  Brethkeh  in  tee  Lord  Jesus, — The  two  great  lessons  which  the 
Scriptures  teach  us,  are  what  we  are  to  believe  concerning  God,  and  what 
duty  God  requires  of  man ;  and  the  chief  business  of  every  man's  life  if, 
first,  to  make  sure  of  an  interest  in  Christ;  and  secondly,  to  be  constantly 
exercised  in  walking  answerably  thereunto  in  all  the  commands  of  onr 
Lord  blameless,  that  so  we  may,  by  the  means  of  His  appointment,  haxt 
fellowship  with  Him  in  His  grsees,  sufferings,  death,  resurrection,  and 
glory.  This  is  the  sum  of  true  religion,  the  union  of  the  soul  with  ChriH; 
or,  as  the  apostle  expresseth  it,  Christ  dwelling  in  our  hearts  by  that  faith 
which  is  the  operation  of  Hjs  Spirit.    And  if  Oodj  who  is  rich  in  mercj't 
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hatb  thu9  made  qs  accepted  in  the  BeloTed,  efTectuall;  called  and  sanctified 
ui  by  His  Spirit,  tlien  are  we  sure  id  Him,  and  tan  never  totnlly  nor  finally 
fall  away  from  that  blessed  state,  but  shall  persevere  therein  till  the  end, 
and  be  certainly  saved ;  and,  to  our  unspeakable  comfort,  the  perseverance  of 
the  aaints  depends  not  npon  their  own  free  will,  but  upon  the  immulability 
of  the  decree  of  election,  flawing  from  the  free  and  unchangeable  love  of 
Goil  the  Fatlier,  upon  the  efficacy  of  the  merit  and  intercession  of  Christ,  of 
the  seed  and  Spirit  of  God  within  them,  and  upon  the  nature  of  the  cove- 
nant of  grare.  Dear  brethren,  as  you  have  laid  the  foundation  of  your 
society  upon  the  Word  of  God  as  your  warrant,  take  for  your  encouragement 
the  promises  of  it  whereof  Christ  is  the  sum  and  substance ;  for  all  the  pro- 
mises of  God  in  Him  are  yea  and  amen,  and  ail  flow  to  us  from  His  several 
offices,  which  so  esactly  answer  our  threefold  miseries,  viz.,  the  promises  or 
instruction,  humiliation,  and  conduct  from  His  prophetical  office ;  of  pardon, 
peace,  and  healing  from  His  priestly  office;  and  of  deliverance,  protection, 
and  glory  from  Hia  kingly  office. 

"Learn  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  by  which  alone 
ye  can  get  true  wisdom,  and  the  knowledge,  1st,  of  yourselves — what  you 
are  by  nature  and  by  grace,  and  what  you  shall  be  in  glory;  or,  in  other 
words,  what  you  are  out  of  Christ,  in  Christ,  and  shall  be  with  Christ :  2d, 
of  God,  in  His  being  and  perfections :  3d,  of  Christ,  in  His  nature  and  office, 
and  in  all  that  He  did  and  Buffered  in  our  room  and  stead;  in  His  holy  life, 
death,  resurrection,  and  glorious  ascension ;  in  what  He  is  doing  in  His 
intercession  in  His  Father's  house,  where  He  is  preparing  places  for  His 
Mints :  4th,  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  His  divine  influences  and  effectual  opera- 
Uons  upon  us,  by  which  He  applies  the  purchased  redemption.  Study 
soundness  in  the  faith,  and,  as  an  excellent  help  to  this,  read  sound  books; 
make  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  the  Catechism  perfectly  your  own,  by 
being  well  instructed  in  all  the  points  of  doctrine,  discipline,  and  church 
government  therein  summed  up.  Be  of  one  mind;  and  in  order  to  this, 
shun  all  divisive  courses  and  questions,  and  let  each  exercise  a  holy  jealousy, 
leat  he  be  the  first  offender ;  and  let  nothing  be  named  among  you  but  that 
vbich  is  good  for  edifying  the  body  of  Christ.  Let  every  one  exerciso 
himself  ID  keeping  a  conscience  void  of  offence  toward  God  and  man,  and 
make  naprovbioa  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the  lusta  thereof;  but  put  ye  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  in  the  red  robes  of  His  sufferings  for  justification,  and  in  the 
nhit«  robes  of  His  graces  for  sanctification,  and  be  thankful  unto  God  ior 
His  unspeakable  gif^  whom  He  hath  given  not  only  to  pay  the  debt  due  to 
His  justice  as  our  Surety,  but  as  a  Head  to  restore  God's  image  unto  us. 
Let  us  study  conformity  not  only  to  His  laws  as  a  rule  of  faollness,  but  to 
His  blessed  image  as  our  pattern  of  holiness.  It  will  give  us  pleasure  to 
hear  of  the  advancement  of  your  society  at  a  fit  opportunity, — Given  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  our  society. 

(Signed)      "  James  Barnet,      "i 
Wm.  Robertson, 
Wm,  Bdckham, 
B.  Maxwell,  Members 

Andrew  Innes,     \         then 
Jaubs  Cowter,  present. 

Peter  White, 
Jahes  Gkat, 
Geoboe  Dove, 
"Edikbcrgh,  November  27,  1753." 
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5l6     j^biriNG  ^cibTiEs  ot  cottNSBukGe  and  EoiSBubGH; 

Wo  aiia  these  sigh atu res,  as  these  ham'eS  may  be  Ihteresting  tbadmeof 
Ihe  (!esfceni3ants  bf  the  writers.  From  lh6  l-eply  of  the  tiolinsburgh  society 
w6  tflke  the  foliDwirtg  etlracts  :— 

"DkSIi  BitE-rttREN  iS  OUR  DEAR  LOttD  Jesus,— ^Out  uhreigned  desire  is 
that  grace;  mercy,  and  peace  ttlay  be  to  yoli  froin  feSod  our  Father,  hhd  fram 
bur  Lord  Jesus  Cnrist,  wishiiig  all  sayiUg  blessing  to  accbnipany  fSh  in  iMs 
life,  and  that  ypa  alt  may  be  kSJit  by  aloiighly  [ituver  tdrgugh  MtJi  unlo 
Salratibn.  W^  tldpe  that  God  rt-ill  iiot  forgfet  ybut  wdrk  and  labdut  bf  love 
Hrhibh  ye  have  showed  to  His  iiarfie,  iri  Ihdt  ye  have  been  bo  forward  in 
assisting  us  in  the  prdclice  of  so  commendable  a  duty  as  prayer  and  Cfbristian 
fcohferencfe,— ^iduty,  irt  the  eiercise  of  whibtl,  many,  In  difereot  agfeS  bflbe 
Chufrch,  have,  in  their  Sweet  fexperience,  found  their  MuM  refreshed  and 
iheir  hearts  itiade  to  huhi,  -While  the  Lord  Manifested  HiniSelf  to  iheiii  by 
the  enllghtsnliig,  enlivening,  arid  strengthening  opferfttiori  of  IliS  Holy  Spirit. 
And  though,  lb  the  exercise  of  teligious  duties,  we  are  not  jlWay^  to  expect 
sensible  joy — for  that  would  look  like  a  limititig  of  the  Lord'd  SoTereign 
Spirit,  wbd  works  tfhfeh,  Wher^,  and  how  Hfe  pleaSefl — yet  *e  raa^,  with  an 
huinhle  and  holy  cbrifidencfe,  eipect  the  Lord'b  tountenancb  and  approtation 
in  th^  conscientious  performance  of  the  duties,  tiF  His  appbihlnient,  dnd  trust 
that,  though  but  best  Services  lib  Attended  ^ith  ihany  sins  bf  infltihity  and 
shof'tcodilngS,  Ihe  Lbrd  Will  odi  tejebt  thcia  tvKen  presented  to  Eiiti  liy  I 
feith  in  the  petfeet  righteousness,  meritbriou^  dbath,  and  powerful  ihter^ 
Session  of  JesUs  Christ.  Dear  fcrethreri,  the  tnanjf  Chnstian  fldtices, 
brotherly  adoiohitibns,  and  fatherly  itistruction^,  which  cbdipose  your  tetter, 
do  iibt  only  convince  us  that  they  b'oiue  from  those  in  Whodi  the  Spirit  of 
ibti  Lord  dwells,  who  is  zealous  for  ttis  glory  abd  the  iiitefeat  of  Chrlet'^ 
tiiigdoni,  but  they  do  likewise  call  foi-  our  gratitude  Snd  ackno^^ledgment 
df  our  thankfulness  to  you  for  the  samfe.  Biit,  looking  only  upon  instrunieiils, 
as  anch  tve  deSlre  to  givfe  the  whole  of  ihe  p'raisfe  and  ^lory  tO  Grod,  ttho  not 
only  give^  il^  Sijitahlb  dispositions  for  this  duty',  and  ihclindtibns  after  it,  bnt 
hlis  stirred  ilp  instrdraetits  for  dur  eficburag^iiifent  arid  assistance  ih  the 
dtderfy  and  regular  vtay  of  performing  it.  As  all  Scripture  is  given  br 
inspiration  of  God,  sb  *e  consider  it  an  indispeti sable  duty  carefully  to  read, 
meditate,  ilbd  convei^e  lipon  them.  Th^  angels  themselves  d^sirb  to  look 
into  the  mysteries  the  Scriptures  contain;  how  much  mote  riiight^e!  for 

the  knowledge  of  themtve  are  made  wise  unto  stdvatibn.     lii  theiii  are 

records  of  the  wonderful  wbtks  of  creation-7-the  d6ep  iiiysteHeS  bf  Divioe 
Providence ;  and,  above  Sll,  the  mystery  arid  glorioUS  contrivaniie  for  the 
recovery  of  fallen  man,  Thfey  show  ua  the  Lord  from  all  feterifity  rejoicing 
in  the  hkhitiibl^  ()art3  of  the  ^arth  :  thfey  declare  to  lia  tnfe  ihfihite  lovo  of 
God  the  Father  ih  sending  His  Son  j  and  bf  Je^bS  Chnst  in  coming  to  llie 
worid,  ttiking  on  Him  our  nature,  and  suffering  id  our  law,  room,  and  stead ; 
and  of  the  Holy  .Spirit  in  raising  us  up  from  spinthtll  death,  arid  applying  to  | 
BS  the  purchased  redernplion.  In  them  #e  h^ive  the  words  of  eternal  life; 
for  they  testify  of  Christ,  throrigh  whom  alone  salvation  can  be  attained. 
As,  of  all  errors,  thosfe  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  religion  are  nioal 
dangerous.  So  it  ought  to  be  every  man's  cartful  study,  in  the  use  of  ap- 
pointed means,  to  seek  to  have  his  judgment  soundly  informed,  and  to  bo 
ready  always  to  givti  rifa  answer  to  every  man  that  asketh  a  reason  of  Ihe 
hope  that  is  in  tis  with  ifieeknesg  and  with  fear.  And,  dearly  beloved  (for 
so  in  the  Spirit  we  desire  to  call  you),  aa  the  Apostle,  in  Rom.  xvii.  10> 
terms  love  a  futfillirig  of  the  law,  so  let  ua  endeavour  through  grace  to  Ipye 
line  another  with  a  pure  heart  fervently;  not  in  word,  but  in  deed  and  in 
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(ruth.  It  i^  j^vnn  aa  a  snre  ma^k  of  tbe  rifv  birth,  1  Johii  v.  I.  tha^  everj; 
one  that  lovelli  (lim  ihut  begetteLii,  lovgth  iim  also  that  is  liegotten  of  hini ; 
and  as  hutreil,  enyy,  anger,  and  {he  like,  were  introduced  into  {hp  world  b; 
sin,  an^  ilifi  •'oly  image  of  (jod,  originally  stamped  oppn  pur  ^ovf^,  defaced, 
50  the  great  endof  oiir  Si^vifiur'a  coming  into  the  wprid  bpin^  1°!  r^tore  thai 
which  He  took  not  away — viz.,  the  lost  image  of  Godr-let  i]?,  |Ji'a  professed 
folbwers,  glui^y  conformity  to  His  divine  image,  an<^  endeaypur,  by  the 
Assistance  of  ^13  proniised  Spirit,  tq  put  off  the  ol)!  man  vyhic^'f;  corrupt,  jvitl^ 
all  malice,  bitterness,  iv''am,  and  evil  speakipg.  I^t  u?  jiip,  l^jnd  on^  l<^ 
another,  tender-hearted,  and  forgiving  onSajiotlier,  as  we  e«igpt  tlint  God  for 
pirjst'a  soke  wUj  forgive  us ;  and  may  |lie  Lord,  by  ^i^  Holy  Spirit,  work 
such  tempera  and  dispo^itippq  in  ns,  that  we  shall,  like  the  prifnitive  Chris- 
liana,  4^(8  iv.  32,  be  of  one  ies^rt,  and  aljall  ?t«dy  every  opportunity  tq 
promote  the  gloiy  of  God  and  the  spiritual  interest  and  edification  of  one 
another. — Given  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  society," 

The  date  of  this  letter,  though  not  given  in  the  copy,  I  find  to  be  January 
10,  1759 ;  and,  for  the  same  reaspii  as  in  the  former  letter,  I  give  the  names 
of  those  vrho  formed  the  sociely  in  Fifeshire  : —  John  Johnston,  William 
Gnihb,  Thomas  White,  John  Hachen,  William  Trail,  Thomas  Jervis. 

These  extracts  are  sufiicient  to  give  an  idea  of  the  stjic  and  manner  of  the 
writers,  and  nqt  ap^^  pnly  p^pjjiits  us  to  add  pf^e  "^  ^W>  pQSsqges  having 
reference  to  events  which  happened  at  the  time.  A  letter,  dated  Janaary 
15,  17^4,  wiitten  afler  the  correspondence  had,  from)  spme  unknown  cause, 
lieen  aij^pended  for  a  considerable  time,  refers  to  the  secession  from  the 
Hata'blished  Church,  which  issued  in  the  formation  of  a  church  in  Colins- 
burgh,  in  these  tenna :  "It  pleaae<l  the  Father's  S^orjible  prpyidcnce  to  de- 
prive our  congregation  of  a  pastor,  and  to  let  us  feel  the  weight  of  that  yoke 
of  patronage  which  has  for  a  long  time  been  wreathed  about  the  Deck  of  our 
mother  Church — a  yoke  that  neither  we  npr  our  fathera  were  able  to  hear. 
Being  sensible  of  the  dishonour  such  intrusions  cast  on  the  gr^t  Head  of 
the  Cl^urcb,  the  ^pr^  ^(^S^S  Christ,  we  he^rtjly  joined  with  the  whple  body 
cf  the  fioggregalion  in  opposing  the  intruder  aj!  far  as  our  etrenglh  apd  light, 
according  to  the  Word  of  Qui,  would  alloiv.  Whether  it  he  right  in  the 
^ght  of  God  to  hearken  uuto  you  more  than  God,  judge  ye  (Acts  iv.  19). 
After  all  our  endeavours,  and  the  means  employed  by  our  session  and 
several  judicious  ministpra  were  frustrated  in  that  n^ournful,  but,  ..e  hope, 
prayer-heafiug  time,  we  craved  relief  from  ihp  deposed  Mr  Gillespie,  who 
cnme  and  preached  Ciipst  and  tti^  Gospel  among  us.  He  became  the  instru- 
ment pf  supplying  U3  wit)i  an  ftl)|e  minister  of  the  Kew  Testament,  the 
worthy  lllr  CoUer,'  by  whom  ouc  pant  has  been  well  supplied,  and  for  whom 
we  ought  lo  bleasOod.  What  tbeeflecta  of  his  ministerial  labours  may  he  in 
the  end,  we  know  not ;  but  promising  things  appear  as  yet  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  many."  These  promising  things  were  followed  by  good  fruits ;  but 
not  long  was  Mr  Colier  permitted  t'o  carry  on  his  ministerial  labours.  Five 
jeacs  later,  his  (Icath  is  thufj  recorded:  "  Colinsbwg//,  September  27,  1769. — 
■  ■  .  The  meulioR  of  deatl),  that  alarming  summotier  of  all  niep,  the  good 
as  well  as  the  wicked,  brings  with  redqubled  force  \o  our  minds  the  remem- 
brance of  the  departed  shepherd  who  had  fixed  the  place  of  his  residence 
amongat  us.  The  decease  of  Mr  Thomas  Colier  is  an  event  too  recent  and 
too  pernicious  to  the  interest  of  religion,  to  be  easily  obliterated  fi'om  the 
rainda  of  those  who  enjoyed  the  enviable  blessing  of  femiliarity  in  pqiiveraa- 
tion  witji  ^ira.  His  ifaitlifiil  Wbpurs  hqve  constituted  lifs  name  memorable, 
^d]  Jhi-p^iglt  the  mercy  of  God  and  th«  merit  pf  Chfisl,  iheir  results  shall  be 
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felt  through  the  endless  ages  of  eternity.  From  want  of  words  to  express 
our  grief  for  our  loss,  we  must  finish,"  Xot  very  long  after  this,  Ihe  removal 
of  their  tniniater'a  friend  and  co-presbyter,  Gillespie,  called  for  a  sorrowfol 
noUee  in  their  Christian  correspondence  :  "  Colimburgh,  26,  1774.— 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  Lord  has  a  quarrel  with  tbis  generation,  upon  Ihe 
account  of  slighted  grace  and  a  despised  Gospel.  They  are  safest  that  hate 
got  off  the  stage  of  time  into  tlie  glorious  mansions  of  everlasUng  bliss,  inW 
Ibe  triumphant  Church.  It  has  been  observed  by  us  within  our  bounds, 
that  some  remarkable  men,  of  long-standing  character,  who  were  steady  for 
the  cause  of  Christ,  have  dropped  off  since  we  last  wrote  you  ;  moat  recently, 
the  very  worthy  Mr  Gillespie,  known  to  you  as  well  as  to  ua.  All  this  fore- 
bodes evil  for  this  age,  and  seems  to  show  that  Ihe  Lord  has  a  quarrel  with 
it,  when  He  is  calling  home  so  many  of  Hia  own."  J>  C>  J- 


[The  subsequenl  actdresB  was  hurriedly  writtan.     I  bad  retnnied  from  the  great  co 
Christians  in  Geneva  at  the  very  ead  of  tLo  preceding  weet     CoDgregatioQal  a 
terial  dutiei  engrossed  almoat  the  whole  time  of  the  intervening  days,  and  it  wse  impoBubk 
for  mo  to  give  to  the  fulfl'---'  -'  -  '- ■■■-'■  '  '-"  '-  '"  -'  ^"~^  ' ■ •>■-'  — ' 

■    of  thonght  and  preparatii 


noBt  the  whole  time  of  the  intervening  days,  and  it  wse  im] 
fulfilment  of  a  duty  whicli  I  felt  to  he  of  high  importance,  that  i 
in  "which  I  earnestly  desired  to  devote  to  it-    1  have  been  91 


judgment  I  defer,  to  pnblisb  it ;  and,  b 
relnclantly,  i  jield  to  Iheir  request.     1  ptsy  that  God  ma  '       '  '     '  " 

to  those  for  irhose  beueflt  it  iras  specialty  latended. — J.  1 

Gentlemen,  —  In   devolving   upon    the  God,  that  the  profeEsoriate  of  tliis  Tbeo- 

moderator,  for  the  time  being,  the  duty  logical  Institution  is  composed  of  men  m 

of  forraaUy  closing  the  session  of  the  admirably  quaUfled  in  every  way  to  dis- 

Theological   Hall,  1  believe  the  Synod  charge  the  solemn  and  responsible  duties 

meant  in  this  way  to  eipTeaa  the  deep  which  devolve  upon  them, — men  «ho 

interest  felt  by  the  Churcn,  which  it  re-  need  not  shrink  from  comparison  irith 

preeents,  in  those  who  are  in  course  of  any  holding  similar  office  in  connectiou 

preparation  for  its  ministry.     That  in-  with  othei  denominations  in  our  countir, 

lerest  is  natural  and  proper.    Like  the  and  men  who  enjoy  tie  entire,  the  au- 

priesthood  under  the  law,  the  Christian  divided,  and  the  affectionate  confidence 

ministry  are  not  suSered  to  continue  by  of  the  Church.     I  am  sure  you  will  as- 

reason  of  death.    While  the  Church's  dially  unite  with  me  in  the  prayer,  tli»t 

Divine  Head  ever  liveth,  those  who  act  thw^  may  be  long  preserved  in  healll 

for  and  under  Him  fulfil  their  course,  and  vigour  to  occupy  the  poMtion  whid" 

and  then  pass  away ;  the  night  conieth,  they  adorn  by  their  learning,  and  ilhia- 

and  they  cease  from  work.     Every  re-  trate  by  their  virtues.     It   ia  a  gr«9' 

volving  year  witneesee  the  removal  of  privilege    to    sit    at  the  feet  of  such 

some   who   have    been    engaged   for  a  teacheie,  and  to  receive  the  leasona  of 

longer  or  tor  a  shorter  period  in  the  heavenly  wisdom  from  their  lips.  Itmit 

labours  of  the  ministry ;  and  it  cannot  you  are  not  insensible  to  yoor  privilege, 

fail  to  be  a  source  of  deep  concern  to  all  nor  forgetful  of  the  corresponding  re- 

the  membcK  of  our  Church,  that  those  sponsibility  which  it  implies.    In  some 

coming  forward  to  supply  their  places,  aspects,  tlie  present  is  the  most  inipor- 

and  to  enter  upon  their  labours,  whether  tant  period  of  your  life's  history.   Eotas 

at  home  or  in  the  mission  field,  should  wasted   now   will   tell    disastrously  w 

be  men  of  the  right  stamp,  well  trained,  yeari  of  future  labour,  and  tinge  them 

thoroughly  furnished   unto  every  good  with  regretful  remembranc'ea ;  wheras 

'work,  and  largely  imbued  with  the  Spirit  the  earnest  improvement  of  present  op- 

ot  the  Master.    It  is  matterof  congratu-  portunities   will    render   the  labour  of 

lation  and  of  devout  thanksgiving  to  these  yeois  comparatively  easy  and  pic*- 
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SEEt.    You  are  now  in  the  spring-time  j;ou  already  devote  a  pOTtion  of  your 

of  existence,  and  you  know  how  t£e  un-  time.    But  let  not  this  interfere  with 

remitting  and  watchful  labouia  of  that  the  tegular  and  earnest  prosecution  df 

season  i^ect  the  productiveQess  of  the  the  studies  which  now  occupy  you  ;  for 

succeeding  harvest.  that,  I  believe,  ia  the  work,  the  tpecial 

I  wish,  if  I  can,  to  say  aomething  to  viork,  to  which  the  Mastw  calls  you. 

jou  in  the  subsequent  part  of  this  ad-  Wlien  your  zeal  would  lead  you  to  deaire 

dre£s,   which  may  guard  you   against  to  step  at  once  to  the  high  platform  of 

undervaluing  the  studies  in  which  you  the  ChrtBtian  ministrT,  I  would  have  you 

are  now  engaged ;  something  which  may  to  reflect  whether  it  be  a  iea!  according 

impress  you  with  the  importance  of  giv-  to  knowledge. 

ing  yourselves  with  your  whole  hearts  Let  me  add,  that  I  am  not  unaware 
to  the  earnest  prosecution  of  them,  de-  of  the  language  and  sentiments  current 
signed  as  they  are,  by  the  blessing  of  among  a  certain  class  of  our  really  ex- 
God,  to  fit  you  for  efficiently  discharg-  cellent  Christian  people,  although  cer- 
ing  the  solemn  duties  of  that  high  and  .tainlj  they  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  the 
:  honourable  office  to  which  you  look  for-  most  enlightened,  and  how  these  are  apt 
ward.  to  influence  young  minds  like  yours. 
Am  I  wrong  in  suppoeing  that  there  They  speak  as  if  a  SigMy  cultivated  and 
!  sometimes  rises  within  you  a  feeling  of  accomplished  mind,  "  so  far  from  being 
I  TEstiveness  and  impatience  on  account  an  advantage,  is  rather  a  hindrance,  to 
of  the  protracted  period  of  preparatory  the  Christian  ministry ;  as  if  culture 
study  for  the  ministry  required  by  our  curbsthespontaneouaworkingsof  genius, 
Church,  and  a  dispoeition  to  question  chills  the  ardour  of  the  heart,  and  cri^- 
the  wisdom  of  such  an  arrangement  ?  plea  the  vigour  of  the  intellect ;  as  if  it 
in  your  eagerness  to  enter  on  the  work  often  represses  the  noble  impulses  of  a 
to  which  you  have  devoted  yourselves,  man's  soul,  and  makes  him  tuo  creature 
ind  to  realize  th(»e  hopes  of  public  use-  of  routine  and  the  slave  of  system  ;  as  if, 
tulness  which  you  cherish,  do  you  not  in  other  cases,  it  inflames  him  with  a 
nudyouTEpiritsometimeschaflng against  deaire  for  dangerous  novelties,  and  robs 
the  delay  which  the  prescribed  curri-  him  of  that  simplicity  of  language,  and 
calum  of  study  interposes  between  yon  fervour  of  heart  and  manner,  which  are 
Md  the  fulfilment  of  your  aspirations?  the  necessary  conditions  of  success  ;  as 
Tou  have  seen,  in  the  great  spiritual  if  you  must  not  expect  the  well-trained 
movement  of  the  present  day,  men  of  scholar  to  be  an  earnest  and  powerful 
very  Umited  education,  men  of  almost  preacher ;  in  short,  if  you  are  to  believe 
Eo  education,  producing  powerful  effects  them,  it  almost  comes  to  this,  that  the 
OQ  large  assemblies,  and  leading  many  less  a  man  knows,  the  more  likely,  ia  he 
to  cry  out  in  deep  earnestness,  "  What  to  become  on  able  minister  of  the  New 
must  we  do  to  be  saved  ?  "  Or  you  can  Testament."  I  may  have  put  the  case  a 
point  to  some  who,  throi^h  the  sheer  little  strongly,  bat  I  think  it  probable 
force  of  their  genius,  have  risen  to  emi-  that  not  a  few  among  you  have  met 
Hence  in  the  Cluistian  ministry,  without  with  sentiments  akin  to  these  in  yoor 
undergoing  any  such  process  Ot  training  intercourse  with  others, 
as  is  required  at  your  hands.  Why,  Now,  I  should  like  to  guard  you 
'hen,  should  you  be  compelled  to  come  against  being  so  impressed  by  any  such 
year  after  year  to  attend  the  prelections  influencea,  whether  originating  in  the 
ot  this  institution,  and  year  after  year  reflections  of  your  own  minds  or  in  the 
hare  exercises  and  examinations  an-  utterances  of  others,  as  to  become  im- 
pointed  you  by  your  preabyteriea?  Why  patient  of  present  ecclesiastical  re- 
should  you  not  at  once  be  set  apart  to  straint,  or  to  relax  in  the  slightest  your 
the  ministry?  Why  should  yon  not  at  present  preparatory  studies, 
once  eo  forth  and  begin  to  proclaim  to  I  at  once  admit  that  men  of  little 
yoor  fellow-men  the  unBearchablo  riches  '  education  have  sometimes,  by  simply 
cf  Christ  ?     I  honour  you  for  the  desire  tolling   what   God   has  done   for   their 

Jill  cherish  to  be  about  your  Master's  souls,  and  ur^g  annere  to  flee  to  Him 

utiaess ;  and  let  that  deaire  by  all  means  whom  they  have  found  a  Saviour  for 

t'S'e  its  present  gratification  in  those  themselves,  produced  deep  impressions, 

"orka  of  faith  and  labours  of  love  in  and  accomplished  great  and  blessed  r«- 

"Ww  private  spheres,  to  which  many  of  suits.    I  have  only,  in  illustration  of 
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this,  to  refw  V  thg  hifltcar  erf  i^e  gT-eat  ^irad  Tolujne,  which  epib^dies  the  re- 

Kvival  movement  which  has  been  going  v^alei^   will   oJl   God,   aod   unfolds  His 

oQfor  II  conaiderable  pf rio4  in  (he  v^i^&t  oiftA  am  gn^cious  p]an  for  thercatoia- 

6f  m, — a  pioraraent  which  our  Church  pon  p(  th^  lost  j^pd  lie  periahing  t^  His 

W  gp,tefully,  and  with  devout  tl^aaltE*  faTour,  His  fellowshio,  and  His  iman. 

givipg,  rccogni^  as  the  doing  of  the  And  ]^w  can  a;^  ot^e  ligh^hf  divide  uit 

tord,  fljid  to  ^hich  the  Supreme  Court  Worf,  without  its  ^^refvd,  minute,  pro- 

has  ^joined  all  its  miD^ters  to  call  the  tract^,  an^  d£Tui\t  afudy  ?    Ai)d  ^hat 

att^nbon  of  the  people  on  the  first  Sab-  ^  the  gre^t  design  of  that  proeCfK  of 

bath  <4  the  coming  month.    I  know  training  thraugh  which  yn  are  here 

that  the  labours  of  many  uulearned  men,  called  to   pass,  hut   uifit  to  ma^e  yon 

vha,  iinder  the  iinpulB^  of  th^ir  new-  |horQughIf  accLuainteq  with  that  ^urd. 

born  love  to  th«  Saviouj:,  and  their  de-  so  th^t  it  m^  dwell  ii^  you  richlj  in  all 

ure  to  s^yeaoiils,  have  been  led  to  (akp  FiKlomandspiritualundeiBtandiiig;  and 

port  in  the  meetings  h^ld,  have  been  to  ^nahlc  you  clearly  and  impressively 

followed  with  very  remarkable  impres-  \o  uofold  its  truths,  enforce  ifs  pfcccpla, 

flion^  and  results.     But  does  it  follow'  apply  its  examples,  and  bring  tp  bear  on 

that  tbeee  men,  with  a|l  ih^v  e:^lence  the  hearts  and  ^nsciences  of  men  all 

and  zeal,  ^^e  really  qualified  ior  the  thoge  mighty  inflH^nc^s  of  authority  and 

stated  work  of  the  ministry  ?     TFould  it  persnasiop,  of  truth  and  love,  which  it 

indeed  be  for  the  henefit  of  the  Church,  embodies,  which  centre  in  the  croea  ot 

for  its  stability,  fctr  i|s  efiicieney,  fpv  its  Christ  and  radiate  froi^  it,  £0  that  those 

permanently  a^ressivc  action  on  all  (he  cpmmitted  to  your  care  ^uay  bo  i^oul'M 

^ppqaing  systems  of  error,  and  superstiT  by  these  blessed  influences  uito  groniug 

bon,  and  idolatry,  witb  which  H  has  to  rescmblat^ce  to  the  j^pd-man?    1  n^ 

conflict,  that  th^e  men  should  be  in-  not  tell  yon  that  such  an  acqui^intauce 

Tested  with  fhp  office  of  the  ^inistrj^?  with  the  IVor^  fif  Gtfd,  ^ith  its  text, 

I  might  refer  to  not  a  few  chapters  in  >rith  iU  interpretation,  with  its  ^stem 

the  past  history  of  the  Church,  which  cf  dqctrinPt  is  not  t<4  he  pt^itirea  in  a 

impressively  tewh  the  danger  o{  such  a  ^ay,  or  mQnt|i,  or  year ;  and  inst*"!, 

step  j  but  I  shall  not  trespa^  on  your  the^^ore,  of   being  inpatient  of  the 

(4me  by  these  references.    I  remind  you  educational  process  through  which  the 

that  the  conrermon  of  sinners  to  the  Church  requires  you  ip  pass  ere  you  can 

Saviour,  while  jt  may  be  regarded  as  the  enter  on  the  functions  of   its   pullic 

chief)  is  yet  not  bj^  any  means  tlie  sob  miniatry,  you  pnght  rather  to  be  grale- 

pbjeot  of  the  Chpstian  ministry.    There  ful  for  thg  Igisiire,  and  t^poftunities, 

are  oOier  objects  contemplated  by  jt,  and  facijitiea  fhiw  afforded  you  for  le- 

and  tor  the  attainment  of  which  it  coming  mmlifled  to  be  able' niinistets  of 

has  l)een  instituted  by  Jesns  Clirist-  the  Ke'w  Testament,  and  ^hpuld  earnestly 

These  maybesua^med  up  in  th^  gene-  and  dUigpiitly  improve  them,  remeinber- 

ral   espreesion — "  the  edifying  of  the  ing  how  speaiily,  after  all,  the  prcpara- 

body  of  Ctirist."    Those  who  are  wp-  tory  period  will  pa^  awayi  and  now  sad 

verted  must  be  built  up  in  theif  most  it  wiU  be  for  you,  and  fcY  the  ipterwla 

holy  faith,  must  be  taught  to  leave  the  ot  that  cause  to  which  yf>u  profess  to 

principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  have  devQt()4  yourselves,  if  you  tri% 

to  go  on  unto  perfectipn ;  must  be  in-  fith  it,  and  waste  its  precious  hours  in 

structed,    warned,    comforted,   guide^,  iiUeness  and  sloth.    I^abour,  continuous 

stimulated,  encouraged,  and  helped  for-  labour,  painest  labour^  prayerf|j  labour, 

IVardin  the  divine hfe,  and  all  through  ^  indispensable,  if  you'woul^  s'^uniU' 

meaps  of  that  truth  which  is  revealed  m  late    those    precious    stores    of  sacred 

the  sacred  Scriptufes,  and  whicfi  is  the  knowledge  aOd  experience  which  Kill 

great  instrument  employad  by  the  Spirit  serve  ypu  in  good  stewl  when  you  come 

of   thp   living   God    for    accomplisliing  forth  to  the  aptivitiesj  the  anxieties,  mi 

these  reanlts.    And  is  it  not  indispetiB-  the  responsibilities  of  tiie  public  ministry, 

able,  then,  that  those  who  are  set  ajwirt  Nilprftissuin  sine  lalore. 

to  the  ministry  should  know  t^t  Irnth  As  throifing  light  pn  thpse  otserva- 

well,  should  be  thoroughly  conversant  tions,  let  pe  refer  you  to  a  fact  in  the 

ifitt  it ;  in  other  words,  should  be  able  Gospel'  history.      You   remember  llie 

to  interpret  spd  apply  the  vaiious  parts  striiing  Recount  ot  thp  interview  vrfcif'' 

and  sections  qt  that  one  diviuely-(ij-  tjUf  bks^  Loid  ho^  with  the  man  of 


UKIT^D  PEESBTTKBIAlf  THEOI-QGICAI-  HAI-L.  52t 

(lidai%  pospe^sed  of  an  uiiclon.ii  spjri^,  when  tte  Spirit  c^me  upon  tJiem,  after 

who  had  nia  duelling  wong  the  toipba,'  iheir  Master's  ascension,  He  came  not  to' 

ffho  had   been  oftentimes  Dound  witli  reveal  to  them  new  truths,  huf  just  aq 

chains,  but  bad  sriapped  ^era  asunder,  to  ligh^  up  t'lie  whole  varied  fiel^  of  in- 

yhom  no  hi^q  cowli  tanse.  ivlio  c«t  and  Bt^Ction  through  Vliicli  (he  SaTio\ir  had 

wounded  hi^nqeli  witji  stones,  a;id  reni  patiently  and  «ireiullr  conducted  them, 

the  qit  with  his'  maniac  shriek^.'    Yoii  a^  that  ^11  He  tad  taught  was  brought 

know  how  our  "Loid  b^t  out  the  legion  yividly  to  their  remeinbrancp,  ^d  they' 


of  devils  by  ivhich  he  was  possesaed^  re-    ^aw  e*ery  truth,  and  fact,  and  doctrine 

-'-red  him  to  hia  rigtt  ipind,  and  lei^    in  i^  meaning,  apd  eyidence,  and  eou- 

1  to  hwk  witfc  love,  and  gratitu^p.     nation.'    And  thus  qualified  th^  went 


liim  to  hwk  witfc  love,  and  gratitudp,  nation.  And  thus  qualified  th^  went 
and  jay  on  pim  who  hai^  saved  Tiin^!  forth,  fiiHj  equipped  lij  tUs  long  pre- 
Toii  Know  that,  when  he  wi?iiei  to  re-     yious  training  'or  t^e  higb  and  noble 


^tarcd  him  to  hia  riglit  ipind,  and  lei^  >n  i^  mining,  and  eTidence,  and  ci 

-    ■      T  ■      ■■  ■          1    ■    ,  ■  .     .  ,       ■    ^^3  equi           -,  .  .         -  . 

inpw  that,  when  he  wi?Iiea  to  re-  yious  traibing  for  the  high  ana'  noble 

— a  with  Jesus,  He  gufferpd  him  not,  enterprize  wi^h  which    the  ascending 

but  enjoined  him  to  gP  h,oine  to,  hia  Saviou^' had  entrusted  thein.   There  was 

friends,  and  tell  them  how  great  tliiriga  irainingf^en,  and  theremuEtbetraining 

Iha  LopJ'had  done  for  him,  and  bad  ij(»io,ifwearetohaveanefficientministry. 

compaasibn  on  him.    AnjJ  the  man  diq  With  r^^nd  to  the  fact,  to  which  I 

60 ;  and  po  wonder  that  his  narrative  fonneriy  referred,  that  ther^  liavp  been 

produced  a  powerful  effpct.     ^ou  can  and  are  men  of  genius,  whom  nature  has 

easily  imagine  Vpi^  deeply  they  would  made  orators,  and  whose  great  original 

be  impressed,  when  he  c^e  and  &tpod  powers  have  compensated  to  some  ex- 

among  those  from  whom  te  had  long  tent  for  the  ^fant  of  ?Hch  a  course  of 

been  estranged ;  with  the  fragnients  ol  literary  and  theological  training  as  th^t 

the  fetters,  perhaps,  Iianging  yet  on  his  throu^  which  you  are  called  to  raes,— 

limbs,  and   with  the.  W*"^  ^"^^   gashes  men  who  hivve  been  and  are  eminent  in 

which  (xjinself  had  niadeofi  his  mutilated  the  ministiy, — ^t  is'at  once  admitted' 

lody,but  with 'the  hght  of  reason  in  hi?  "Butas  tHeap  men'obey'no  riile  them- 

eje,  and  the  calm  of  heaven  in  his  heart,  selves,   so'  can   they  form   no  rule  for 

and  ^jd,   *'  I  waa  in  ttondage  to  the  otfiers.    4s5nredly  they  are  veiy  rare 

iitil,  and  fl!e  set'  me  tree ;  ipy  inipd  vaj  eiceptions ;  and  ft  may  tairjy  be  qnes- 

toBsedwith  devilish  an4  tormenting  pas-  tioned  whether,  ev^n  in  their  case,  the 

aons,  iut  He  has  given  me  peace ;  my  despised  culture  might  not  liave  saved 

moijth  was  filled  wit)!  cursing,  but  He  has  them  from  errors,  and  ^  increas^  their 

eit  int^  it  a  neY?  song,  eveij  praise  tq  zny  capacity  for  usefulness.     Nothing  conld 

od ;  my  feet  werfi  in  the  way  to  hell,  h^  more  absurd  than  to  qviote  -^lem  as 

hut  Hfi  has  turpod  thepi  intp  the  path  of  e'yidences  of  the  uselessneBs  of  learning, 

life ;  I  ^i(a  Ipsi,  but  I  ^ip  e^Ted."  Nowj  or  to  fancy  that  any  can  afford  to  follow 

Cliri^  just  told  this  man  tp  ^p  what  ^e  in  tieir  steps,  save  those  who  ere  pos- 

tella  every  converted  Sinner  to  do— t^  s^ed  of  similar  endowments.      Their 

say,  "  Come,  l^paf  i  I  'will  tpH  you  ifhat  want  qf  scholarship  is  their  wpak  point, 

GodliathtJqnefo'rmy  Boij}."  But  Chris^  in  wliich,  of  course,  it'js  very  easy  to 

did  not  put  tbjs  man  among  the  apo^tlea,  imitate    tHem  ;    biit  their    marvellous 

He  did  not  invest  him  w|th  saereq  office,  success  is  lie  fruit  of  those  gifts  which 

Although  he  could  tell  yhat  Christ  had  po  copyist  can  acquire.  Kothing  is  more 

done  for  his  own  soul,  a$  every  ^^^  eon-  easy  than  to  caricature  the  infirmities  or 

vett  shciujd  be  able  in  bis  own  way  to  eccOntricitips  of  genius,  nothing  more 

do,  hp  was  nqt  qualified  tp  pnfpldj  ai(d  inonstroiw  thaii  to  expect  by  such  means 

eipoiind,  and  iHiiatrate'the  doetrine  p|  io  achieve  its  triumybs."   As  it  is  pithily 

tile  kingdom.  '  Those  "pjiom  ChriBt  se-  put  by  a  recent  writer,  whoip  I  quote, 

Jected  for   this  bighef   trork   He  tent  "Toa^etheUmpof Tuloaniaonethiiig; 

beside   Hiip    foe  yeara,  patiently  and  (o'faahjon  the  anield  of  Achilles,  another 

Wborjoi^iy'inat-ructing  t]ierni^)(3[by  dayj  andVery  difficult  task.  The  one  is  within 

Sfririp^  to  instil  into  thrir  piin^s  the  the  reach  of  arly  pretender ;  the  other 

gfeltt|n^th^  fespepting  Hjs' person,  and  is  possible  pnlyto'one  enjoying  a  skill 

5;riflce,  and  pedJatqrial  power,  ^vhich  equal  to  that  of  the  god  himself?' 

ey  were  aftepyards,  aa  His  appointed  Then,  again,  it  is  argued  by  some  in 

Bttibaseadors,  to  proclaim  far  m^  widei  the  present  day,  that,  since  it  is  of  the 

jbeywefe,  it  istrue,  dnUpf  iiiiperstand-  great^jt  importance  tq  reach  the  masses 

mg  and  alow  of  heart  to  believe  ;  yet,  rf  the  -fforkipg'  and  lower  population, 
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and  to  get  them  brought  under   the  concern    is    felt,   and  to  whom  it  u 

Ewer  of  the  truth,  this  must  obviously  thowgUt  that  an  uneducated  ministij 
accomplished,  not  by  men  who  have  alone  is  adapted,  are  quite  capable  d 
passed  through  such  a  course  of  training  feeling  when  they  are  in  the  grasp  of  i 
as  that  required  of  you,  hut  by  men  like  man  of  real  power ;  and  as  they  wouH 
themselves,  who  speak  to  them  in  their  repay  quit«  as  well  as  any  others  tbe 
own  language,  are  conversant  with  their  most  diligent  efforts  of  the  most  culti- 
modes  of  thought,  and  do  not  trouble  vat«d  theological  scholar,  so  do  Ihej  I 
themselves  much  about  the  roanner  of  turn  away  with  contempt  from  tbe  ' 
exhibiting  the  truth.  Now,  if  you  adopt  feeble  teachings  of  those  who  give  no 
this  conclusion,  if  you  acquiesce  in  the  proof  of  thdr  capacity  as  instructors. 
Boundness  of  this  logic,  it  must,  of  course,  Nothing,  I  am  satisfied,  is  more  repnWve 
have  a  very  diBCOuraging  effect  on  you  to  them  than  that  affected  bumiU^ 
in  the  prosecution  of  those  studies  ia  which  often  trenches  on  coarseneB.  It 
which  you  are  engaged.  But  the  con-  insults  them  by  the  idea  that  they  can 
chaaion  is  entirely  unwarranted,  and  the  relish  nothing  better,  and,  though  it 
logic,  like  the  heathen  deity  to  whom  I  may  call  forth  the  plaudits  of  tbe 
have  referred,  limps,  "Of  the  import-  moment,  the  wretclied  impertinence  is 
ance  of  reaching  the  hearte  of  those  who  not  soon  forgotten,  and  is  not  fitted  lo 
fill  BO  large  a  place  in  the  social  system,  excite  any  sympathy  on  behalf  of  there- 
there  can  be  no  question ;  but  it  is  a  iigion  whose  preaching  lias  fallen  into 
great  mistake  to  fancy  that  this  is  fo  be  so  grievous  an  error."  •  I  am  well  per- 
accomplished  by  the  adoption  of  a  mode  suaded  that  the  higher  jour  attainments 
of  teaching  which  others  would  scorn  as  and  accomplishments  are  as  ministers  of 
contemptible.  Though  not  possessed  of  Jeaus  Christ,  the  more  powerful  will  be 
the  same  worldly  advantages,  thoy  are  the  influence  you  exert  in  achieving  the 
to  a  great  extent  men  of  sturdy  intellect  permanent  spiritual  elevation  of  those 
and  vigorous  good  sense,  fully  equal  to  masses  on  whom  it  may  be  brought  to 
that  of  those  above  them  in  the  social  bear. 

scale  ;  and  there  could  not  be  greater        There  are  many  other  topics  to  which 
folly  than  to  deem  it  necessary  to  emaa-  I  might  refer,  all  tending  to  show  the 
culate  your  thought,   sjid  debase  your  great  importance  of  the  studies  in  which    , 
language  in  condescension  to  their  weak-  you  are  now  engaged,  and  furnishing    i 
ness.     It  is  possible  surely  to  make  your  arguments  the  most  weighty  in  favour 
.speech  plain   without  making  it   con-  of  their  vigorous  prosecution.     I  might 
temptible,  to  give  it  force  without  sink-  speak,  for  example,  of  the  nature  of  the     ! 
ing  to  vulgarity,  adopting  the  dang  of  subjects  which   these   studies  embrace,     j 
the  day,  and  utterly  ignoring  the  true  — subjects  the  highest,  the  noblest,  the 
character  of  the  pulpit.     The  working-  most  sublime,  with  which   the  human     | 
men,  the  masses,  require  no  such  treat-  mind  can  be  conversant.     I  mightspeflk 
ment,  and  many  of  them  resent  it  as  of  the  healthy  influence  which  the  daily 
Uttle  better   than  insult.      Even   were  and  devout  investigation  of  these  sat- 
they  more  ignorant  than   they  are,  it  jects  is  fitted  to  exert  on  the  intellect 
would  be  a  wretched  policy  to  stoop  to  and  the  heart,  invigorating  and  enhu^- 
their  level,  either  by  the  employment  of  ing  the  powers  of  the  one,  and  sanctifj'- 
men  whose  attainments  are  little  superior  ing  and  elevating  the  affections  of  tbe 
to  their  own,  or  by  men  of  education  other.     I  might  speak  of   the  special 
needlessly  throwing  aside  all  the  ad-  blessing  which  God  has  promised  in  con- 
vantages  of  their  own  careful  training,  nection  with  the  earnest  and  peraever- 
Eichard   Banter,   than   whom   no  man  ing  study  of  His  testimonies  ;  and,  by 
ever  brought  to  the  work  a  more  earnest  fuller  reference  to  the  nature  and  deagn 
and  simple  desire  for  the  salvation  of  of  that  office  to  which  you  look  forward, 
souls,  or  had  a  larger  and  more  valuable  and  ite   high   responsibiUties,   I   might 
expCTience   on   the   point,    very  wisely  bring  almost  endless  illustration  to  show      j 
cautions  the  preacher  '  against  enticing  how  worthy  it  is  of  having  devoted  to 
people  to  think  that  he  is  as  ignorant  as  it   all  the  mental   and   moral   energies 
they,  and  that  they  are  as  worthy  to  be  of  which  your  nature  is  capable,  all  the 
preadiiers  as  he,  because  they  can  do  as  talents  which  God  has  given  you,  anil 
much  and  as  well  as  he  is  used  to  do.'  all  the  learning  and  science  which  job      I 
is,  those  for  whom  so  much  ■  Bogera.  | 
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liave  the  meanB  and  opportunities  of  overlook  this.  It  is  one  of  the  f^>ecial 
acquiring.  You  know  how,  in  the  fields  temptations  to  which  fou  are  exposed, 
of  Hcience,  and  art,  and  literature,  that  and  for  deliverance  from  which  you 
Gan)el,  for  the  defence  of  which  jrouare  should  earnestly  pray.  The  man  in  pri- 
to  be  set,  has  met  with  insidious  and  vate  life,  who  has  a  fair  profeesion  of 
hostile  attack ;  and  it  is  well,  when  you  Christianity,  who  holds  the  form  of  Bound 
We  been  able,  in  addition  to  your  doctrine,  who  has  a  name  to  live,  but 
strictly  theological  ttodies,  to  range  who  is  really  dead,  is  in  a  fearful  condi- 
freelj  in  these  fields,  that  you  may  tion.  But  surely  the  case  becomes  much 
gather  from  them,  as  you  assuredly  may,  more  appalling,  when  it  holds  true  in  re- 
not  only  the  materials  by  which  you  may  ference  to  one  who  is  looking  forward  to 
repel  such  assaulta,  but  contributions  to  sacred  office  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  or 
its  evidence,  and  aids  to  iu  progress.  I  who  is  already  invested  with  it.  May 
cannot,  however,  dwell  on  tbese  or  any  God  ioiHd  that  any  among  you  should 
umilar  topics.  ever  be  found  in  tliat,  "  the  most  hope- 
While  I  would  urge  yon  to  the  dili-  less,  perhaps,  of  all  conditions  among 
gent  and  persevering  prosecution  of  your  men  professinK  godliness, — theconditiou 
studi«e  durine  the  recess,  you  will  per-  of  an  inwardly  uneanctified,  however 
mit  me  to  advert  for  a  moment  to  the  outwardly  reputable,  minister  1"  Othat 
spirit  in  which  they  ought  to  be  prose-  each  of  you,  when  you  stand  forth  in  due 
cuted.  Here  I  shall  detain  you  with  tiny  as  the  accredited  ambassadors  of 
only  two  remarks.  The  first  is,  that  you  Chnst,  may  be  able  truly  to  say,  "  I 
ehould  prosecute  them  in  a  prayerful  believe,  therefore  have  I  spoken  I "  To 
spirit.  You  all  know  the  apnoriam  of  proclum  the  Goapel,  and  not  to  feel  its 
Uie  great  Reformer,  "Bene  or&ese  est  power;  to  point  the  way  t«  heaven,  and 
bene  studuiase."  To  the  full  compre-  not  to  enter  on  it  yourselvee ;  to  be  the 
hension  of  the  great  and  blessed  truths  '  instrument  of  convincing  others,  and  to 
of  the  divine  Word,  you  need  not  only  remain  yourselvea  unsaved  ;  to  excite  in 
the  eameat  apphcation  of  your  natural  others  the  glow  of  devotional  feeling, 
powers,  but  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  whileyour heart remainscoldandfrigid; 
Spirit.  That  Spirit  and  Hia  teaching  to  hold  forth  the  lamp  of  celestial  truth, 
you  can  only  have  in  answer  to  believing  while  no  lay  of  its  brightness  enters 
prayer.  You  remember  the  connection  your  own  soul ;  to  kindle  the  sacred 
u  which  it  is  said,  "  How  much  more  flame  on  the  altar  of  Zion,  and  to  have 
vill  your  Father,  who  is  in  heaven,  give  your  own  censer  filled  with  strange  fire, 
tte  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  Him  ?"  — how  doubly  terrible  the  hypocrisy,  the 
"  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive."  Prayer  guilt,  the  danger,  and  the  impending 
for  the  Spirit,  combined  with  your  own  doom  of  such  I  Surely  the  fear  of  suti 
efforts,  will  bring  around  your  sou}  a  a  state,  and  of  such  a  doom,  should  lead 
calm  and  clear  atmosphere,  under  which  you  who  are  looking  forward  to  the  mi- 
Ihe  whole  field  of  revelation  will  lie  nistry,  as  well  as  those  who  are  in  it,  to 
rtretehedout  distinctly beforeyou,  bathed  cry,  "  Search  me,  0  God,  and  know  my 
la  heaven's  light,  and  breathing  heaven's  heari^ ;  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts ; 
fragrance  ;  and,  as  you  traverse  it  with  and  see  if  there  be  any  widted  way  in 
devout  mind,  you  will  ever  discover  new  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting." 
beauties  in  its  various  pariis,  and  new  Thecultivationofeminentpersonal  piety 
<MQnections  and  relations  subsisting  be-  amid  the  prosecution  of  yourprofeaaional 
tween  them.  Your  study  of  the  sacred  studies  is  one  of  the  lessons  which  should 
volume  will  thus  become  a  source  of  de-  be  most  deeply  engraven  on  your  hearts, 
hght  and  an  act  of  worship,  being  sancti-  See  that  you  do  not  forget  it.  If  the 
fied  bj  the  Word  of  God  and  by  prayer,  question  were  between  men  of  piely  and 
Mid  you  will  rapidly  grow  in  the  know-  men  of  learning  for  the  Church,  who 
ledgeofJetusChrist  and  of  Him  crucified,  wouldnot  at  once  say,  "  Give  us  the  men 
The  second  remark  which  I  have  to  of  piety?"  But  why  should  not  piety 
nake  is,  that  you  should  ever  remember  and  learning  be  both  combined  ?  What 
the  deep  personal  interest  you  have  in  Mnders  that  you  should  bring  all  the 
the  truths,  to  the  fuller  and  clearer  com-  spoils  you  gather  from  the  fields  of  your 
prehension  of  which  your  studies  are  di-  research,  and  lay  them,  as  the  tribute  of 
I'^ted.  The  fact  that  you  have  to  study  a  renewed,  and  grateful,  and  adoring 
them  pro/essitinaZf^  is  apt  to  lead  you  to  heart,  at  the  foot  of  the  dOBB? 
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■I  must  pot,  howevef ,    detain    you.  well  the  montha  of  the  recess  in  tefled; 

Some  of  you  are  about  to  leave  thia  in-  irg  on,    and    ipwardjy  aigca'ttng,  tie 

atitulJon,  having  finiahed  your  appointed  etrong  meat  bdonginc  to  men  B'hich  jdii 

t«rjn   of   Btudy,  and  to  be  licensed  aa  have  here  beeii  receivjiig,  so  thjtt  it  miy 

preaeheia  of  the  Goepel.     I  am  ?ure  you  become  incorporated  with  ypur  spiritn^J 

■will  leave  thia  Hall  witli  mingled  feel-  being,  ^rengtheniiig  its  powers  and  ei- 

irgs  of  regret  and  of  gratitude :  p!  ro-  larging  their   range.     Mtditate  on  tie 

gret,  that  you  have,  in  some  meSBure  at  thingfl^you  have  heard,  give  joursdvts 

feast,  failed  to  profit  as  jou  might  have,  whofiy  to  therp,  that  your  profiting  maj 

done  by   the   advantages   for    progress  appeai  linto  all.     When  you  return  to 

■which  it  presents ;  and  of  gratitude  for  your  aevef^al  places  pf  abode,  and  eng^, 

all  (he  benefit  you  have  received  while  as  many  of  you  do,  in  active  and  honoia^' 

sitting    under    the    instruction    pf    its  abie  laboiir,  strive  to  can7  with  Jou, 

teachers,  as  weU  as  for  all  the  friendships  and  to  oultjyate  ^d  eiempli^,  the  spirit 

formed,  and  pleasant  fellpwehip  en  joy  «1,  of  Him  to  whose  service  you  }iave  de- 

wifii  those  ■w^o  arc,  now  or  altenvarde,  vpfed  yourselvefl.     Take  Him  with  jco 

to  be  associated  with  you  in  the  ministry  in  all  that  you  do ;  maxe  Him  yonr  per- 

of  our  Church.      I  pray  God  that  pe  sona]  friend  ;  let  Hiin  see  that  you  are 

may  baptize  you  abttndanUy  with  His  now  deeply   concerned  for  His  houciu 

Spirit,  and  make  you  able  ministers  of  and  kitfgdom ;    and  then,    when  yon 

the  New  Testament.    Strive,  in  the  be-  come  to  occupy  the  position  of  ^is  re- 

ginnins;  of  your  public  ministry,  aai  all  cognispd  ambassaaors,   Ho  will  not  fail 

Ihrough  it,  to  realize  in  your  experience  you,  but  will  whisper  to  your  heM:t  thee* 

the   sentiment   of    the    great  apostolic  soul -sustaining  words,  "  Lo,  I  am  with 

preacher,  when  he  sMd,  "  1  determined  you   alway  ;  My   grace  ie  sufficient  for 

to  know  nothing  among  you  save  Jesus  you." 

Christ  and  Him  crucified;"  "God  forbid         In  cpnclu4oii,  let  me  just  advert  for 

that  I  Should  glory  save  jn  the  cross  of  a  moment  to  the  weU-kiiown  f^t,  (hit 

Christ."     Of  you  may  it  ever  hold  true,  the  supply  of  preachers  is  in  excess  of 

"WepreachOhrist  crucified,  tothe  Jews  tbewantKof  onr  home  churcb.     Audi 

a  stumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  do^o  for  thp  purpose  of  expressin"  my 

foolishness ;  but  to  those  who  are  called,  earnest  ^ope  that  thia  will  not  be  felt  1^ 

both  Jews  and  (ireeks,  ChciBt  the  power  you  as  a  discouragement  to  the  prosecu- 

of  God  and  the  wisdom  pf  God."    And  tion  of  your  sttii^es,  pr  lead  \o  ^y  great 

while  you  go  from  place  to  place,  bear-  falling  off  in  the  attendance  at  this  5ieo- 

ing  with  you  the  message  of  salvation,  logicid  seminary.    I^et'  me  remind  yon 

until  God  shall  be  pleased  to  allot  you  that  tner^  is  room  for  yoii  ^broad,  tliat 

a  stated   field   of   labour,   study   in  all  the  field  is  the  world,  that  the  resources 

your  intercourse  with  t^e  piembers  of  ofourChurchhavendt  yet  aftaibedtheir 

our    churches,    and   with    others    with  full  development,  and  that,  if  thereicere 

whom    you    may    come    into    contact,  eam^t  men  coming  forward  and  asking 

to   conduct    yourselves    with    circum-  to  be  sent  forth  to'pccupy  apdreapthose 

Epcction    and    prudence,    with    a    kind  fields  ^hich   are  even  white  unto  the 

and   gentlemanly  Chfistian  bearing,  so  barvefit,  the  means  for' their  maintenance 

that  (hey  may  see  jn  you  fhe  power  of  would  not,  I  feel  persuaded,  be  wanticj. 

Christian  jirinciple,  afld  may  not  meet  You  ■yill  forgive  me  tte  personal  refer- 

with  anything  in  your  language  or  be-  enpe,  ■vyhen  I  say  that  1  count  it  one  of 

haviour  during  the  wee^,  which  ■would  the  highest  honours  of  my  lite  that  I 

tend  to  mar  their  pleasure  in  listening  h^ve  a  son  in  the  foreign  field,  whogavc 

to  you   when  you  speak  to  tbeiq  from  himself  to  that  work  uninfluenced  ty 

the  pulpit   on   the  Lord's   day.     With  me,  and  ■^ho,  when  he  announced  to  we 

humble,  dependent,  prayerful  spirits,  give  his  intention,  met,  I  aaBure  you,  with  no 

yourselves  lo  the  high  duties  of  the  office  obstniction  on  n^y  part,  but,  on  thecon- 

to  which  yoii  win  soon  be  set  apart;  apd  trary,   witli   grateful   approbation   and 

may  the  great  Maat^,  with  whom  iB  Uie  encoiiragementi '  T  rejoice  to  fhini  th*t 

residue  of  the  Spirif,'bless  yo«  and  pake  the  missionary  spirit  is  gathering  strengtl) 

you  ^  blessing ]■  '    '  "  !□  the  midst  of  ybri. '  T  pray  God  ta»t 

To  those  oi  yo«  ^hoe^  curriculum  is  its  healthfiil  tide  may  sp^ily  reach  a 

not  yet  finiBhe4,  and  who  expect  to  re-  much  higher  lev61,  not  only  in  thia  Hall, 

turn  next  year,  I  would  say,  employ  but  iu  all  our  churches,  among  ministers. 
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eldei^  and  penile,  ea  .that  men  .and 
meana  may  t>e  abundantlj.  fiimi^eil  for 
the  bl?s8iM  and  the  glorious  work  oE 
evangelizing  the  earth,  and  that  our 
United  Presbyterian  CWch,  sq  de- 
eervedlj  dear  to  our  hearta,  may  yet  lake 
a  more  commanding  poeitii^n  among  the 

wmies   bf  that  Mcraineiital  host,,  wl^o ..   -^ -^ 

have  gone  forth,  in  the  name  of  Christ.     dlcUona,  and  the 
and  under  the  Iwiner  of  Hid.  uplifted     cannot  lie. 
cross,  to  wiii  baek,  by  "     " 


torics,  to  His  allegiance  a  revolted  and 
a  .periBhing  world.  Be  it  yourg,  dear 
friends,  aqd  mine,  to  take  a  hearty, 
active,  zsalqiis  part  in.this.Hhp  great 
"  conflict  of  ages,"  arid  then  ehall  we. 
share  in  the  joy  and  the  reward  of  that 
universal  and  final  triumph,  which  ia 
awured  to  u^  by  the  promises,  the  pre- 
,t£  of  the  God  whiJ 


(CiirfEBiinnfiEUth 

iiiviisiTV  HALL  RBFOiaif. 

□Itoil  OF  TUB  bmiEP  FBe«BITBBtAM 


Sib,— I  am  quite  pkh^^  to  admit;  Without  foundation  ;  and  fnrthei-,  that 

that,  itftfer  many  liitjairiea,  and  attfer  kll  I  believe  that  their  habits  during  the 

the  evidence  I  could  select  from  the  other  hours  (6f  esaMiriatioli  and  of  the 

testiinbhy  of  pB^  and  present  BtodebtB,  btudents'  discourses)  at*  ndw  brought  ki 

my  stktelHentfe  about  the  habits  of  feta-  the  Iriiiiimuiti  of  fafllt.— I  ftm.fetfc., 

deUtt  in  rbading,  Me.,  etc.,  ditritg  the  A  LatSam. 
lectiiW  hoiirs  at  the  Profetettri,  are  him 


MODE  OF  TOTING: 


Dear  Sir, — The  following  plhn  of  taking 
the  vote  waa  aOgg*t^  by  me  to  the 
Paialey  and  Greenock  Preabyiery,  ana  i* 
now,  with  a  modiflwition  Suggested  by 
3lr  Melkle,  of  Inverary,  submitted  for 
coDfiJeration.  J  am  Udt  ^trare  that  it 
ha  been  thought  of  before  this,  but  think 
It  the  fairest  pt  ail  the  modes  yet  tried, 
mien  more  than  two  candidates  are  pro7 
pceed,  I  would  give  every  member  of 
the  Church  a  vote  for  them  all  in  the 
following  way.  Let  there  be  three  can- 
didates,— 

HrA.        Mc.B;      Mi;  a 
MrP.Totaflfor  1  1  S 


Ur  A.       Mr.B.     Mr  0. 


12 


,  A  mbmber  vot«s  hm  for  hte  choice,  two 
for  the  oiie  he  Hkes  feecbod  best,  and  Mre« 
tot  him  he  likes  lea^:  Thb  fleures  are 
then  added  u^^  Kutt  he  ^ho  has  Ure  lowe^ 
nnmber  cames:  Of  course.  If  there  are 
four  or  more  candidates,  the  same  rule 
would  apply,  each  candidate  being  named 
1,  2,  3, 1,  5,  in  the  order  of  i^oice.— 
Youiii  siiitfetfely..  Jasies  Ikqlis. 

JOHKSTONE,  IGth  Oct.  1861. 


PAWNBROKERS. 


Sir, — Your  Magazine  for  September  last 
coataified  oil  article  entttleU,  "  Pa-#n- 
lirpkers  and  Ldwbrbkert,"  in  whicb  you 
took  tbe  HKerty  of  iritrrfdiicingmy  iiflthe, 
coupled  with  the  following  atat^menta : 
that  "rid  longer  ago  tkan  Mat  ISit, 
Idrtyftdleri  Mtchfesi  all  pattnfedby  orife 
'tsettbr;  *ere  dttobvewd  ill  ft  paitil- 


broking  establishment"  belonglligtome, 
that  "  theSe  wat<:hefl  hf(d  been  de^n^bea 
tn  the  police  Mta  teguliiirly  seat  tb  this 
estabU^ment;"  and  that  "  the  pblibe  (if 
they  did  their  duty)  hid  bfeen  freqUtehiJJ 
JiiiAtrliig  after  theiU:"  tliesestatferticnt^ 
you  indbfe  grounds  for  jjlitting  thb  ques- 
tbn,  ''  If  lorty  atoleii  watebes  could  be 


.  ^.oo^Ic 
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lying,  at  the  same  time,  in  one  pawn  office, 
secure  from  the  police,  and  unstigpected 
by  an  honeat  pawnbroker,  what  a  fright- 
ful amount  of  resetting  maj  be  practised 
with  impunity,  by  onewho  is  dishoneat?" 

When  any  man,  more  especially  a 
public  writer,  and  censor  of  morals, 
makes  assertionB  such  se  these,  common 
prudence  on  his  own  account,  and  fair- 
ness towards  others,  suggest  that  he 
should  have  previously  satisfied  himself 
as  to  their  perfect  accuracy.  I  have  to 
complain  that  yon  have  not  done  so  in 
the  present  instance,  both  as  regards 
what  yon  have  actually  published  and 
what  yon  have  omitted,  but  were  bound 
to  ascertain  and  mention.  This  will  ap- 
peal from  a  very  brief  explanation. 

1.  The  watohea  referred  to  (torty-sii 


totallyseparat«  management. 

2.  These  forty  or  forty-Mi  watehes 
were  not  all  stolen.  They  had  been 
pawned  W  a  person  against  whom  a 
criminal  charge  had  been  preferred,  and 
were  therefore  taken  poeaession  of  by  the 
police.  But  the  entire  number,  wiUi  the 
exception  of  Ji/leea,  have  been  returned  to 
me,  no  claim  having  been  made  against 
them  from  any  quarter  whatever ;  and 
even  of  these  fifteen,  as  several  of  them 
had  never  been  repOTted  as  "  stolen,"  it 
is  not  hkelythat  more  than  ten  or  eleven 
will  eventually  turn  out  to  belong  to  that 


3.  It  follows,  that  the  forty  or  forty- 
sis  watches  could  not  be,  and  never  were, 
"  described  in  the  police  lists  sent  to  my 
establishments, "  and  that  the  police  could 
not  be,  and  nerer  were,  "frequently 
there  inquiring  after  them." 

go  much  for  what  is  as8ert«d  in  your 


article.  As  to  what  b  onuttei,  snd 
ought  to  have  been  ascertained  and 
mentioned, — 

1.  The  person  by  whom  the  watcba 
referred  to  were  pledged,  was  a  p«no(i 
duly  licensed  to  that  atect,  and  public!; 
carrying  on  business  in  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  new  and  second-hand  gold  anfl 
silver  watches,  and  regarding  whom, 
therefore,  no  suspicion  fell  naturally  to 
be  entertained.  Even  yet,  it  is  impossihle 
for  me  to  blame  ray  assistants  in  tMi 
transaction,  as  they  never  could  reaBoa- 
ably  have  suspected,  contrary  to  aD  ex 
penence,  that  any  man  would  pawn 
goods,  improperly  come  by,  in  liis  own 
name,  openly,  and  within  a  few  doois  of 
his  own  shop. 

2.  With  reference  to  the  watohea  actu- 
ally suspected  of  bwig  stolen,  the  Nos. 
had  been  so  ingeniously  and  dexterously 
altered,  that  it  was  impossible  for  ^ther 
my  assistants  or  the  pohce  to  have  identi- 
fied these  with  any  watches  mentioned 
in  the  police  lists ;  so  that,  in  place  of 
your  expression  of  surprise  thatthe  trans- 
action did  not  excite  the  suspicion  of  my 
assistants,  it  would  have  been  more  ap- 
propriate to  have  eipreased  surprise  at 
the  dexterity  by  which  suspicion  was 
eluded. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  statements  in 
your  article  from  being  unwittingly 
copied  or  quoted,  thereby  increasing  the 
injury  1  have  already  sustained  from  the 
circulation  tbo'eof  among  your  nume- 
rous readers,  I  have  to  request  that  you 
will  insert  this  letter  in  your  next  num- 
ber.—I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Thomas  M aclubein. 


jgnttns  nf  Mm  ^nhlitotioiu. 


Tbr  MiHsioirjun  U  abttb  of  Tibrba  Del 
FtTBOO ;   beioK  the  Memoir  of  Mr  F. 
Garland  Fhillips,  late  Catephist  of  the 
Patagonian  oi  South  American  Mission- 
ary Bocieiy.    By  hia  Brother,   G.  W. 
Phillips. 
LODdiu:  Worthelm,  Mtcliitoeli,  juid  Hunt-    19AL 
A  NSHOiK  of  remarkable  interest  in  many 
Boinlfl  of  view.    The   "Marlyr,"  but  for 
the  ennobling  and  snataining  influencej  of 
ChriBtianlty,  would  have  been  n  namby- 
pamby  character,  figuring  wilh  a  yard-stick 
behind  the  counter  of  a  draper's  ibop. 


Considering  the  minnteneBE  of  the  preiioiu 
entriea  in  his  diair,  or  notices  in  his  cor- 
reapondence,  too  little  is  said  of  Mr  Phil- 
lip's marriage,  and  of  its  effects  upon  bia 
happiaeas  and  nsefolness. 

ScaiPTDBB  Lakds,  in  connection  witb  tliiir 
Eiatorv,  etc,  etc.   By  G.  8.  Dbbw,  H.A, 

IncDmbent  of  St  Barnabas,  South  Sts- 
ninglon. 
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lirlj  TRinable  bonk.  It  is  no  coropiltition 
eSteted  bj  any  BcisBOTi~snd' paste  proceai ; 
it  it  a  pnrely  orisinftl  work — the  anther's 
isdividnal  thongbts,  Bpecnlationt,  ohaer- 
TBrioim,  and  researeheB,  when  troTclling 
ocer  pBlesCine  and  residing  in  Jenualern, 
being  fnsed,  alon{;.with  the  resnltt  of  his 
vide  B.nd  carefal  readins  of  Che  best  works 
on  Jenisb  historf  and  Jewish  topojirapby, 
into  an  admirable  •molfotm.  It  abonnds 
in  TiewB.  not  more  oritcinal  than  jn>t, 
regirding  the  Hebrew  character  and  des- 
tinj ;  and  those  riews  are  not  presented  in 
s  detached  or  irregnlar  way,  bnt  ijetem- 
s^ied  into  a  consistent  theory.  It  is  the 
Gnl  attempt  that  has  been  made  to  eanie 
Jewlih  history  to  develop  Itself  and  live 
upon  Jewish  toil,  Inflnenecd  bf  all  the 
naiive  usoclotions  aad  Mrronndinfc  cir- 
cnnulancea  ;  and  tbtM  the  reader  beholds 
men  and  erentf  hi  the  vetT  Bcenes  where 
ihef  aclnallj  nored  and  happened,  and 
obtains  *  fiir  more  rivid  and  correct  idea 
of  both.  The  Holy  Land  lias  its  inhabit- 
■Ml  levived  at  they  were,  from  the  call 
of  Abraham  down  to  the  ministry  of  Jesoi 
Christ  and  the  deatraction  of  Jemsalem; 
and  the  Tarions  social  and  national  eras  are 
■preid  out  over  iu  sarflBce  of  desert,  bill*, 
nies,  lillatraSt  and  eicles,  and  within  its 
cirefallj  deBned  bonndaries.  We  do  not 
know  another  case  in  which  history  and 
geoftrapiiy  hare  been  rendered  so  helpfal 
In  each  other.  Whilst  the  author  has,  in 
ilmoBt  BTery  papi  of  hiB  expoBltion  of  the 
Jswish  historr,  taken  advantage  of  the 
researches  by  himwlf  and  other  learned 
trarellcrs  into  the  ^eoKraphy  at  Palestine, 
he  has  an  appendix  in  which,  (rom  personal 
obKrration,  he  discnasea  the  most  import- 
But  questions  about  particular  sites.  Hit 
detcnption  of  ancient  Jemsalem,  as  peep- 


ing ont  here  and  there  from  nndet  the 
Bccnmnlated  mbbiab  of  seTcral  SDCcessive 
cities,  is  the  most  valnable  we  have  ever 
seen.  He  indicates  in  a  gangaine  spiril, 
yet  without  exagtreration,  the  grand  dis- 
coveries which  .will  jet  be  made  in  and 
near  Jemsalem  when  Turkish'  autborities 
permit  such  an  examination  of  the  soil  as 
has  been  made  at  Nineveh  and  Babylon. 
We  warmly  recommend  Mr  Drew's  volume 
M  of  the  highest  value  and  intere«t. 

ClIBK's  FoBBIOK  THEOLOOIR  At  LiBBlST. 
— TBEOLOOIC  AL  AND  HoMILBTICAL  CoU- 
MEMTAKT  OS    THE    OoBPBL   OF    St   MAT- 

THKw,  for  the  nse  of  Ministers  and  Stu- 
dents.    From    the    German    of   J.   P. 

.  Lakob,  D.D,,  Professor  of  Divinity  in 
the  University  of  Bonn.    VoL  I. 

HiHToav  OF  THB  Dbvelopment  op  the 

.       DOCTBIHB   or   THE    FbRSOK   OP  ChKIST. 

ByDr  J.  A.  Dobmeb,  Professor  ofllie- 
olofiy  in  the  University  of  Gottingen. 
Division  Second,  Vol.  I. 

Edlnlmrgh :  T.  ud  T.  a«rk.  1861. 
These  two  volumes  need  only  to  bs  men- 
tioned to  Biblical  scholars  and  expositors. 
Lange's  great  work  has  no  rival  in  this 
coaotry ;  and  the  commencement  of  its 
translation  into  English  will  be  widely 
welcomed.  Domer's  historical  treatise  will 
be  Btill  more  eajccTly  hailed.  It  is  some- 
thing to  boast  o^  that  a  singularly  enter- 
prising Edinburgh  pablisher  has  antici- 
pated all  his  more  wealthy  rivals  in  Eng- 
land, and  eBpecialljia  the  seats  of  EngliSi 
theolo^cal  learning,  in  the  issuing  of 
those  splendid  works,  where  orthodoxy  and 
learning  go  hand  in  hand. 


EEltgiDM  Sntilligiim. — /nrfigii. 


AlEXANDHIA,  ni  BOTPT, 

Sid  Augiut  188L 
Dbab  Sib,— An  event  has  recently  oc- 
curred in  the  cspital  of  Upper  Egypt  which 
ihows  what  the  Muslim  inhablt&nts  of  this 
conntry  would  do  if  they  had  the  power, 
tnd  which,  fVom  the  summary  justice 
awarded  by  the  Viceroy,  proves  that,  for 
the  present  at  least,  this  power  is  out  of 
their  hands.  As  it  is  a  matter  which  eon- 
csms  the  highest  interests  not  only  of 
Christianity,  but  also  of  civilisation,  I  Bhall 
lay  it  before  you  in  detail,  giving  you  the 
translation  in  full  of  the  primapal  docu- 
ments, in  the  belief  that  they  will  be  read 
with  considerable  interest  by  many  of  yotir 
labictlhera.    They  bare  been  rendered  •• 


literally  as  was  coinpatii>lB  with  inlelligi- 
Ulity.  The  words  within  brackets  are 
mine. — I  am,  etc.,  Jobb  Hooa. 


On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  Jnlv  STtb, 
the  Hon.  W.  S.  Thayer,  Esq.,  United 
States  Consul-Gen  oral,  sent  us  a  tele- 
graphic despatch  which  he  bad  j  nit  received 
from  his  congnlar  agent  at  Osiut,  stating 
that  Faris  el-Hakim,  our  colporteur,  had 
been  severely  bastinadoed  by  order  of  the 
Osdi  and  Mnfti,  and  afterwards  cast  into 
prlfon. 


628  fefetilJIOtra  INtfeLLIQKNCfi.— PORtelGff. 

This  Fari)   W<3  I'dnnerly   a    Marohttb  ISoVerulUiemt,  iid   Mecsrs    'WttrAdi   mi 

priest.    OA  adbpiibg  Fr'oleiC&nt  Viewa.  hb  GitiD«lL         ,  . 

wai  pefsfccutefl   bj  Ms  eotintiynieii-,   and         THefdll'diriHgttilbrttetststement of itt 

evenlu*11y  chrrtelo  fegj'pt;  kboottWo  jeSTS  nasa; — 

ago.    SiU'ce  Ho»«mlj'er  ISflO  he  hna  bbeo         ^li«  'Ulams   [Ittihied   doctors]  of  tie 

In  (h«.serTi)ie'of  out  mlMidk  ^'calport'iUt  MofiatnmeilBnl  ircn  fli  tha  habit,  fmn 

la  Osint.      r  dir   fiMt   oBenltig    vf  thi   Wjokstioji,  of 

b«at   Is   the    lirgeiit   tiJ*ft   Id  Upper  comibi  to  flie— »in^y  *fid  In  eompshio 

Egji^.    It  is  'sitOKtcd  Miont  biidirttj  b^-  — to   in^utre    wtfcc    naa    iny     bbjcvl  hi 

tween  Cairo  and  Luxitr,   ixid  cOniAins  a  selling  btwks  at  'm  cbeap  k  rate.    I  in- 

population   (if  aboat  S(t,<tiyn  sOtils.    One-  fut-ined  theib  that  il  vai  th^  beneScence 

third  of  its  inhabitants  are  Coptic  Chris-  -of  heh6V<Jlent  people;  whb,  In  accotdaicE 

tians ;  tbe  remaining  £0,000  are  nearly  all  nith  the  (!otnmaBdment    of  Gdd-,  nUdi 

MoBliiis  o'f  [lie  s'trictth  sect  of  ifie  Il&^  sajk,  "  lioia  ibr  netfttibonr  as  tb^self,"— 

"  ;es,  and  they  are  ikmo^is  or«  a!l  Egypt  ltno*ilife  th»t  oil  wysount  of  TSiiona  i 


for  thfeilr  ^rond, ,  haughtj',  kitd  ,lnsbIeDl  ibhs;  »neof  thechfefof wWohfi  the  ignot- 
^lesrins  towards  all  ivho  profess  *'  the  in-  aMce  ur  Che  rnui  of  the  ptottra  oT  tfaetr 
fldei  Christiin  reltjpoii,      .    , ,     -  '^^'7  ■<>  pi^^tst  it,  the  Wbrd  of  GoH  is  not 


"Wb  walled  aiiJLioualy  far.  tKe  airlTal  of  jet  dld^sed  thron^hout^U  Aeworld— had 

letten  c'ai&taiiiiiig  the  de^U,  'and  mekn-  given  dilif^noe  in  paHliAtiiK  thete  boobs 

wbilet.tt|«   Coaaul-Qei'eral   took   nroinpi  containing  tlie  divine  envenanta,^a]>oio 

andcffkctiveectioninth^matter.   .lie  tad  dEstribottog  thetUBtBlow  prloe^  in  ord'er 

an  intenieiT   with    Zullbar   Faaha,    the  to  raCilitate  Aitpiisseistonof ibem  byiiioie 

Minister  for  foreign  AmiirK  and  demund-  who  bligHt  Wiih  to  Patb  i&etn. 
ed  an  explaQBtUa  andjatisfactiaa,  on  tbe         Dn  hiring  thiit  the;  prataed  die  ml 

ground  that  nllhough  Fans  bad  no  claim  of   Ihh  eltaas   of  people   and  aome  tnii, 

to  American  protection,  ^et  being  in  tbe  "  Donbtless  tbis  iban  is  at  h^ait  a  Mnslio, 

aervico  of  thb  Ainpl-Ican  tnirralorBrift?,  rt5a  fh>m  tis   being  TO   converrant  wilii  ra- 

ohtrap   hhd   Tlrtna)!*    beeU    coinmiRed  ligiinl  TAattera;  abd  be  his  felgn^'-'- 


Sainit  iBe'ni  i^  tbe  ^enoA  of  their  nA-  -self  A  Cbhstian  front  a  desire  either  of 

.   jj^.                   ,  moniy  or  of  European  prt>teeti*ir," 

Fair  pToiiS^s  weVe  lAadi  at  tbe  i'orelgti  On  aceotol  rf  thtt  their  opinion,  theft 

OfSCc ;  but  Mr  'n'ajir,  Hvfio  was  deter-  crew  ^p  afa  kppnnnt  fViond^ip  towards 

mlUM  thiit  BoVfleiliirg  ibonld  fie  done,  sooh  ttie  xA  tiife  pan  Of  Ai  Ijreater  namber  «f 

'  saw  that  Ihiete*  ttflst  Be  carried  to  lielid-  ihfete.       Whtlr,   li6*erer,   I  Exhibited  a 

(]Uartters.     H6  accortliDgtj  detninded   Sh  dSejl  itt-lm  to  Assist  iaj  fellow-ChHitians 

audience  of  the  VieeVoj,    MeAnwhife  the  who  niigfit  not  knoV  how  to  'defeiid  ihrir 

fUllowtng  letter  had  beetl  received  frt)>Ai  ewnrtgmi), tbejbccaTneenraDgedlirdmiiiF, 

faVi*,   giviftf  a  detUle'd  Mcoiiiit  of  The  as  thfiy  tTien  saw  that  their  forttBTopibioh 

■Rteij  of  the  ease:—  was  ftiiftout  fonndatioji. 

Cops  of  Leller  from  farii  i:l-lfaJc">i,  CUfui.  I  abafl  nd*  nairdte  the  aiOryt^  ihe 

to  the  Amtricaa  itutionaria  at  Cairo  and  woUaa   on  whtue 'ac^Oimi  I  n^  iatt^ 

Alexandria.     Received  at  Cairo,  Hon-  bastinadoed  in  the  Conrt  of  JnaticB. 

day,  5th  August  IBGt.  The,   this  said  woman,  waa  of  Coptic 

(_TriatlalaI Jrom  tht  Arabie  original.')  orJipn,  bnt  became  a  Mnslimeh  npwDrdt 

After  compliments,  I  beg  to  injorm  yon,  of  fonr.jeara  ago.    liecentl;  she  rciurr«i 

rev.  gentlemen, that  Ihave alreadyniiiteti  to    faer   native    religion.       Leaving   li«i 

yon  briefly  of  my  having  been  bastinadoed  husband  in  his  native  village,  she  came  In 

bj  a  RTHilim  m'ob  1q  tbe  Conrt  of  'J.nstiiie  Itoa  resfdencsof  tho  -(Coptic)  Bishop  and 

at  Osiu^  b;  order  of  Ae  Cadi  hud  M^Hti,  declaHd  bsr  ftitantion.     The  Bishop  not 

until  I  was  a^u-ly  killed:    -  fating  at.  botM,  bis  agent  broiiglit  bcr  to 

At  that  time,  however,  I  was  still  in  a  me,  and  ipfonnea  Tne  of  the  case.    Upon 

etatc  of  great  weakness,  and  therefore  was  Ihi*,  the  wdinan  aforesaid  reqne^a  iqe  to 

unable  to  give  &  l^Vigthe^ed  account  o?  tte  be  her  attdmey,  in  order  that  ,if  her  bin- 

natter.    Sair  thnV,  by  ^heBra^e  of  Jeaas,  band  pat  forth  any  claim  nponher  Jmigbl 

whohalhsajd,  "MysttbngtSfilfall'hifJade  nndertaie  her  defence Defore  the  Goverii- 

jterfec't  in   wb^neis,"  and  by  abeaAk  of  ment,  cfr  as  otherwise  might  be  necessa^ 

medicine  and  ^nrgct^,  1  bm  Ifomewtfat  it-  i  acce'iled  to  her  reqpeM,   and  wrolB  a 

fcWered,  it  behoves  tne  fo  infoHn  yon  '6f  paper  coniaiaii>g  a  declaration  of  my  line 

tbe  whole  titter  niore  it)  defail;  kk  also  ^ceptante  of  theatlofn^ship  in  her  cast, 

<lf  what  wa^  done  in  my  behalf  by  niy  and  also  of  my  lawfully  siving  ovfj-  the 

Ettr<»)enn  iUenda  Mess^   Casavette   aird  wothah  totheagcntDfttieBiabopof  Osin'' 

JTicolOpoli,  'iitid  by   othert,  'inch   as   the  Thisi^tiei:  1  ctinsed  to  be  signed  l^  the 

.^nt  af  ear  own   fcxalted   Qovemihent,  necessary  lawAil  nitnes^ea,  first  in  relei- 

Abd  el-He«aiak,  the  agent  of  tbe  Fretadi  ■  ence  to  my  accefttance  of  the  attoneyskip 


BBUOIOUS  INTELLIQEXCE. — FOttErOIT. 


tit  her  ease,  nod  iBcondly,  in  regard  to  tbe 
oliligaiiaas  of  the  Bishop's  agent  to  pro- 
dace  hsr  wben  he  should  be  sammoned  io 
thai  i^ect.  Tbia  I  did  from  fear  that  the 
wumaa  might  attempi  to  make  her  escape 
when  inmmoned  belore  the  Qorernn' 


This  took  place  about  t' 
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common  people  to  iaanlt  lee  with  wproach- 
f  at  language.   On  this,  I  actempteJ  to  leave 

the  coQrii  which,  when  they  perceived,  they 

Erevenled  me,  and  the  Cadi  said,  "  Why 
a»e  yon  come  hither?"  I  replied,  "  If 
yonr  Lordship  will  have  the  goodne—  ■" 


>nths  ago.     read  the  pelition,  and  the  Jndgmeni  of  his 


When  it  became  known  in  OsiaC,  the  Se-     Excellency  the  Governor  thereto  ai 
cretary  of  the  Court  of  Juslice  exhibited     yon  will  nnderstand  the  cause  of  my  ap- 


Mvarda  me  various  signi  of  dlsplea 

Siftce,  however,  there  waa  no  possibility  of  reai 

iheir  carrying  the  point  at  that  lime,  ihey  ann 

enled  her  hnsband  from  presenltng  his  the 


uue  until  there  sbould  be 
able  opportunity. 

On  the  occtirrence  of  the  death  of  Abdul 
Medjid,  and  the  acoessinn  of  Abdul 


log  before  you."     The  Secretary  [hen 

tbe  petitiim  and  the  order  (thereto 

ixed),  and  said,  "Why  do  ;on  detain 

n  with  yoH  t"   I  remained  ai 


whereupon  the  Cadi  sold,  "  Why  do  joo 
nl  answer  the  Secretary  ?"  ,  I  replied, 
May  it  please  your  Lordship,  I  am  ber 

attorney,  and  not  ber  detainer  ;  and  ihera- 


:b€j  ihought  in  their  vain  fancies  thai  the  fore  I  refrftined  from  answeiing,  seeing  that 

proper  lime  iiad  come  for  bringing  forward  the  [order  annexed  to  the]  petition,  which 

ihe  ease,  presuming  that  the  weakness  of  ia  in  the  hands  of  his  Honour  [ihe  Sccte- 

ibi  Mohammedan  laws,  in  enforcing  the  taiy]  requires  the  appenrsnce  of  her  at- 

execBlion  of  its  own  decisions,  waa  now  a  lornej,  not  ofher  keeper."  The  Oadithen 

lliiei  of  tbe  pnst;  that  it  would  now  use  its  said,  "  Wo  do  not  acknowledge  yoor  rijiht 

old  license  in  enforcing  the  execution  of  of  attorney."    On  this,  I  thanked  him  fur 

iu  religious  and  civil  laws;  and  that  all  relieving  ne  of  my  obligation.    He  then 

freedom  in  mailers  of  religion  had  been  said,  "  It  is  not  for  this.that  we  reject  your 

abolished  by  the  new  Sultan.     This  was  right  of  attorney,  bnt  becaase  you 


intidel,  and  have  occasioned  iiiddelity  in 
onr  town."  I  then  said  to  bim  with  al)  re- 
spect, "I  shonld  think  your  Lordship 
could  not  believe  that  a  pcreon  like  me 
fonld  be  able  to  originate  either  inHdelity 
•T  faith,  seeing  that  that  is  a  matter  in  the 
hand  of  God."  Whereupon  the  Mnfti 
,  md  thai  (he  said,  "Ah  thouaccnrsedonel  thoninMell 
iticed  by  me  into  the  thon  pig  I  thon  polluted  one !  do«t  thon 
revile  the  religion  of  the  Cadi?"  Ho 
then  stirred  up  some  of  iho  crowd — which 
'     '  increased  to  about  two  hundred 

-to  bent  me.      Whereupon   the 
Drotner-m-law  of  the  Cadi  came  forward, 
spat  in  ray  face,   and   stmik   me  oa  the 
head.    The  Cadi  then  said,  "  Beat  him;" 
when  a  man  came  forward,  called  Ay;ub 
When  the  chief  of  the  police  made  this     Kashif,  who  said,  "Oh  thon  sfcursed  in- 
ilcinand  to  me,  and  I  bronght  tbe  woman     fldol !  dost  thou  think  that  Abd  el-Medjid 
with  her  daughter,  he  sent  OS  to  the  Police     atill   Kves?    He  is   dead  ;  and  wiih  him 
"— ■  ■    a  died  the  Christian  religion,  and  also 


PUT,  not  being  founded   on   anj  deG 

They  accordingly  urged  upon  the 
bind  of  the  woman  to  present  his  ca' 
tbe  GoTenimenE,  atid  to  eomplain  of  the 
detention  of  ihe  woman  in  the  Bishop's 
boQse    by   my   permi  ....... 

woman  bad  been  em 
iiGdel  Christian  religion 

When  the  case  was  p 
cellcncy  the  Mudir  wrote  ihereon  to  the 
chief  of  Ihe  Government  police,  that 
''  Furia  shonid.  be  summoned,  and  that  it 
noman  and  her  daughter  should  be  di 
nisnded   of   bim,    and   delivered    up    1 


Conrl. 


. _    ,. — ziz,  who  has  brought 

[learned  doctors],  together  with  the  Cedl  back  to  the  religion  of  Islam  its  ancient 
and  Mufti.  I  seated  myself  [in  the  lowest  ^ononr."  So  saying,  be  struck  me  with  a 
place.  I.e.]  on  the  lower  end  of  t^e  divan ;  stuff  on  my  head,  spat  in  my  face,  and 
upon  which  the  Secietan'  of  the  Cadi  re-  kicked  me  on  the  stomach.  Upon  this,  the 
pruaehed  me  and  taid — "Sit  npon  tbe  common  people  rnshed  upon  me,  and  corn- 
ground."  From  this  insult,  and  from  Its  menced  to  beat  me  one  after  another  with 
being  so  different  from  (heir  ordinary  treat-  staves  and  Bhoes,  spitting  on  me  and 
meat  of  me,  and  especially  from  the  irre-  throwing  earth  on  my  head.  As,  however, 
levant  i^uestions  put  to  me,  I  divined  I  did  not  shed  tears,  nor  niter  any  cry  of 
their  evil  purpose,  and  therefore  answered  pain,  they  imagined  "that  this  kind  of  l^at- 
'  '  '"  y,  in  the  ing  did  not  mneh  afiect  me.  Tbe  Cadi 
therefore  ordered  the  instnunenls  of  tor- 
mplished  tvre  to  be  brought  from  [he  Folioe  Office, 


Finding  that  they  had  not 
their  purpose  of  exciting  me 
iluDgrash  or  improper,  they 
NO,  XI.,  VOL. 


the     on  him  tbt  feiacah  [a  speciee  of  foot-rack, 

BERIES.— NOTEaBEK  IMl,  3  L 


^..ooglc 
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which  bIbo  serves  th«  purpose  of  rwaing 
the  feet  while  the  bastinado  is  being  ad- 
ninistered}.  He  then  arose  aod  com- 
menced baetinading  me  on  the  thighs,  etc. 
Kashif,  who  bu  been  formerl;  mentioned, 
.came  forward  and  beat  me  also,  together 
with  the  Mufti,  and  his  Secretary  Abu 
Karaaj  and  the  Ulama  followed,  each  in 
tam.  They  then  sat  down  and  said,  "  Let 
evety  one  who  loves  the  prophet  beat  this 
accursed  one."  This  beating  lasted  about 
half  an  hour,  when  the  crowd  bepan  lo 
desist  for  a  little  on  seeing  that  I  was  in  a 
faintiQF;  state.  One  oi  tbem  then  kicked 
me  on  the  head  to  arouse  me.  Saebif  now 
came  forward  again,  and  commenced  beat' 
ing  me  on  the  feet,  saving  to  those  who 
held  the  fetacak,  "  Screw  it  violently." 
The  Cadi  also  came  forward  again,  together 
with  those  above-mentioned,  who  again 
tooh  turns  in  beating  me,  saying  to  the 
croWd,  "  Why  have  ye  quit  bealins  him  ?" 
One  replied,  "Wefearhe  wi!ldie;''wbere- 
npOIl  the  Cadi  and  Ayjnb  Kashif  cried 
ont,  "  Kill  him,  let  him  die,  and  there  will 
be  no  blame  upon  any  of  yon;  and  if  any 
inTesligation  U  made  concerning  this  dog, 
we  will  be  responsible  for  the  affaif." 
Upon  this,  the  crowd  came  forward  and  did 
as  tbej  were  required. 

This  second  beating  had  lasted  abont  a 
qaarter  of  an  hour,  when  I  swooned  away 
and  they  Ihonght  1  had  died.  During  this 
beating  [on  my  feet]  they  kept  conliuoally 
striking  me  with  their  shoes  and  boots  on 
my  head  and  body,  at  the  satne  time  kick- 
ing me  with  their  feet. 

On  reviving,  1  said  to  Kanhlf,  "  ¥or 
God's  sake  have  pity  on  me  1"  He  replied, 
"Become  a  Muslim,  O  accorseii  one,  and 
thon  shalt  he  saved."  I  then  cried,  "  O 
Jeans,  save  me !"  upon  which  be  exclaimed, 
"EUl  him,  and  let  Je«ui  come  and  save 

When  Ithusdespaired  of  life,  I  hastened 
for  refuge  to  Jesus.  At  this  crisis  the 
Cadi  monnted  (on  horseback]  and  ordered 


now  being  dragged  on  the  ground,  and 
DOW  pulled  along  on  my  feet,  while  they 
continui^d  to  beat  me,  and  spit  and  throw 
dust  on  me,  screaming  all  the  time  at  the 
pitch  of  their  voices,  "There  is  no  deity 
butGod,andnareligionbittlElam."  Thus 
we  came  to  the  palace  of  the  Governor. 
There  we  met  the  chief  of  the  city  police, 
the  owner  of  the  above-mentioned  inatru- 
mentB  [of  tortnre].  When  he  saw  me  in 
SO  pitiable  a  state,  he  commanded  tbat  I 
sbould  be  released,  and  straightway  he  de- 

The  Modir  not  being  present  [in  his 
palace],  they  remanded  me  to  the  Police 
Court,  and  1  fared  even  worse  id  retoraing 


than  while  comiag.  The  space  of  tine 
consumed  in  coming  and  returning  vii 
half  an  hour. 

On  re-entering  [the  Police  Conrt],  1 
found  Sheikh  el-Cuai  present,  in  com)iitif 
vi'uh  all  the  Muslim  blama.  As  I  was  m 
the  point  of  sitting  down  before  I  till 
touched  the  ground,  he  raised  his  suffind 
cried  with  a  loud  voice,  "Beat  him!  kill 
him  I  burn  him  I"  Thos,  after  I  had  thongbl 
that  my  life  was  to  be  spared,  I  again  lolt 
all  hope,  and  appealed  lo  ouc  of  them,  isi- 
ing,  "Piiy  mc  for  God's  sake,  and  gi>e 
me  a  drink  of  water!"  lie  replied,  "Tutd 
Muslim,  oh  accnrsed  one  1  and  you  slisll 
bo  freed  from  all  your  tormenl.>." 

At  this  juncture  several  Christians  rtme 
in  to  ascertain  what  was.  the  cause  of  ihc 
crowding  together  of  all  the  Mohammedan 
sect  in  the  streets  adjoining  ibe  Police 
Office.  They  were  immediately  eipelUd, 
ibe  Muslims  saying  to  tbem,  "  If  you  wish 
to  know  what  has  happened,  it  is  tbat 
your  Faria  [i.e.,  champion],  we  have  taken 
hia  life  from  him ;  and  when  we  have  done 
with  him,  we  shall  finish  np  with  yon,  0 
ye  infidels  I  O  ye  accursed  ones  ! " 

The  crowd  then  recommenced  to  beat  me 
by  order  of  the  Cadi,  and  went  out  with  me 
from  the  court  in  this  manner  to  tbe  street 
with  great  noise  and  shouting— more  so 
than  when  I  was  taken  lo  the  Diwan  of 
the  Mudir — until  they  brongbt  me  to  the 
door  of  the  prison.  They  then  thrust  me 
into  tbe  criminal  cell,  and  bound  me  with 

This  was  abont  the  fourth  hour  of  the 
day,  nthMobairaroCll  A.ii.,  23d  of  July). 
About  anhourBfterlhis,WBsifel-Kbeyyal, 
tbe  American  consular  Bgent,  sent  off  a 
telegraphic  deapatch,  informing  the  Ame- 
rioan  Consu  at  Cairo  of  my  heating  and 
imprisonment.  Next  day  a  telegraphic 
despatch  arrived,  informing  him  lliat  said 
Consul  had  been  deposed  from  office.  On 
the  same  day  on  which  the  telegraphic 
despatch  had  been  sent  (to  Cairo),  be  also 
wrote  a  letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Con- 
sul aforesaid,  to  which  no  answer  has  jet 
been  received.  On  the  same  day  I  alto 
wrote  to  you,  rev.  gentlemen,  a  letter  whicb 
I  sent  by  post.  I  know  not  yet  whether  it 
reached  you. 

About  the  ninth  hour  («  f.h.)  I  fell  ap- 
parently into  a  dying  state;  and  as  tbs 
Mudir  and  the  Government  phyficisl 
were  absent  (from  town),  the  head  of  It* 
police  sent  a  note  to  the  Cadi,  in  which  be 
informed  him  that  in  reference  to  the  man 
Fans,  whom  he  had  bastinadoed  and  sent 
to  be  imprleoned,  "I  have  imprisoned  bim 
according  to  jonr  order,  and  he  is  new 
dying.  What  therefore  is  your  decision, 
And  what  shall  I  further  do  in  his  ciFe?" 
To  this  the  answer  reinined  was,  "  Send 
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him  to  Ilia  house."  Betag  in  the  condition 
in  whichlwM,  they  carried  me  on  ft  woodeo 
Ulier  while  I  was  in  a  slate  of  perfect  nn- 
conBcioasneBs.  After  resting  eome  time  in 
Ibe  hoaee,  and  through  the  use  of  certain 
meuta  employed  by  those  who  were  pre- 
sent, I  was  restored  lo  partial  conscious- 
ness. They  then  demanded  bail;  aad  be- 
ciuse  I  could  offer  none  they  took  me  back 
u  prison,  bearing  me  in  tbeir  arms. 

At  thisjunclure  a  letter  waa -written  by 
Ite  above-mentioned  friends  of  mine  to 
his  Excellency  the  Mudir,  informing  him 
of  w&al  had  happened,  and  eJipreasing 
iKeir  strong  fears  for  their  own  safety  from 
«  nsing  of  the  Muslims,  lest  that  should 
happen  to  them  which  had  befallen  the  in- 
lialiitants  of  Damascus  and  Jedda. 

His  Excellency  immediately  ordered 
Jlohammed  Effendi  to  get  me  set  at  li- 
berty, and  also  sent  his  physician  to  attend 
w  me.  He  reached  me  at  the  seventh 
honr  of  the  night  [2  *.m.,  24th  July],  and 
taODEht  me  a  eympathizing  message  from 
iheMndir,  Ue  then  sent  me  out  of  prison, 
and  candocled  me  to  my  boose. 

The  Mndir  also  arrived  in  person  in  the 
morning,  and  sumnioned  into  bis  presencef 
Ihe  Cadi,  Mufii,  Ulama,  Ayyub  Kaahif, 
wd  the  above-named  JTranka.  He  re- 
proved the  Cadi,  reviled  Kashif  very  ee- 
vfrely,  and  also  reproached  the  rest  of  the 
Muslims  who  were  present,  on  acconnt  of 
laeir  seditions  proceedings.  He  also  sent 
ma.  crier  lo  proclaim  in  the  city  that  no 
ianher  outrages  be  committed,  and  that 
•bouver  should  transgress  (this  order) 
»euld  be  sent  lo  the  galleys.  He  then 
sent  the  assistant  of  the  chief  physician, 
"no  examined  my  whole  body  and  reported 
M  my  state.  In  this  declaration  he  says, 
■Concerning  Paris  I  found  him  with  his 
inighs  swollen  and  blae,  as  also  his  back. 
His  feet  are  wounded,  and  in  one  of  ihem 
ibere  is  a  deep  gash  caused  by  beating 
*iin  instramenta  of  torture,  corbashes. 
Slaves,"  etc.  The  Mudir  ordered  a  record 
W  be  made  of  Ibis  deposition. 


He  had  also  obtained  copies  of  part  of 
the  correspondence  which  had  taken  place 
in  his  case  between  the  Cadi  or  eivil 
judge,  and  his  superior  the  Mndir  ;  and  as 
these  letters  possess  a  somewhat  pecnliar 
interest,  I  have  forwarded  trauslationa  of 
them,  which  you  will  please  also  insert  if 
your  space  permits. 
Copi/  of  the  CadVs  Statement  to  the  Mudir 


(Gov, 


lor). 


The  in 


Excellency .  .„  ,„„  ,„,  »  b^ 

•hai  had  happened  to  me— its  cause,  by 
"nom  inaicled,  etc.— in  order  that  justice 
might  be  done.  I  sent  him  an  answer 
slraost  m  the  words  of  this  letter.  I  jodg- 
^  It  necessary  thai  1  should  also  forward 
"  to  you,  rev.  sirs,  firstly,  that  you  might 
oe  assured  of  my  safety,  and  secondly, 
Miat  vou  might  know  the  whole  aifait  in 

What  I  have  now  said  is  sufficient,  and 
"  anyilimg  new  occurs  I  shall  inform  you. 
Asking  for  your  prayers. 
,,  ,,   (Signed)        Kara  bl- Hakim. 
21  Moharram  (27lh  July  1861). 


{TTaialtUedfrom  the  Arabic.-) 
ITlh  Moharram,  1278  (23d  July  1861), 
(Be  it  known)  that  in  the  presence  ef  the 
following  most  worehipfnl  and  learned  men 
—viz,,  the  Worshipful  Zeyn  Kafia,  head  of 
the  most  honourable  aristocracy  of  Osiut, 
the  most  learned  men  Sheikh  Mabmud 
Ahmed  Kurna,  and  the  learned  man 
Sheikh  Abdallah  Al!  Effendi  Esh-shime, 
and  the  learned  man  Sheikh  Hassan 
Ibrahim,  Besnik  el-Musa,  and  others  of 
the  most  honourable  tllnma;  and  the  great 
and  most  respectable  Emir  Ayub  Kashif 
Bazada,  and  the  honourable  Muhammed 
Effendi  Seyf  Ed-deen,  and  the  honourable 
Muhammed  Mustafa  Abd  En-Nasir,  and 
Abd  Er-Rahman  Ahmed,  Abu  Duah,  Abd 
cl-Maksnd  and  Abd  El  Djeteel,  and  the 
Pilgrim  Hassan  All  El-Keilani,  the  most 
Worshipful  Abd  Er-Kahman  Ahmed  Ei- 
Zabeiy,  and  others  of  the  pillars  of  justice 
and  secretaries — a  messen  ger  came  from  the 
chief  of  police  of  the  Mndir  of  Osiut,  bring- 
ing a  man  having  a  petition  addressed  to 
his  Excellency  the  Mudir,  purporting  that 
be  had  a  wife,  whom  be  had  married  after 
she  became  a  Muslimeh,  Qve  years  ago, 
who  bad  born  him  a  daaghter,  now  about 
four  years  of  age,  and  that  a  Syrian  Chiis- 
tian,  by  the  name  of  Faris,  at  present  re- 
siding in  Osint,  had  enticed  her  from  her 
religion,   and  taken  her  to  the  Bishop's 

To  this  petition  his  Excellency  the 
Mudir  appended  judgment  lo  the  chief  of 
the  police  of  the  city,  ordering  him  to  take 
the  womau,  and  him  with  whom  she  was, 

Court  of  Justice  for  the  legal  dec 
In  tbeir  presence  the  pi" 


nd    her  with  the 
cleg 

ce  the  petitioi 
Hamudi,  her  husband,  of  the  people  of 


in  of  the 


Sahil  Seline,  claimed  that  his  wife  Falineh, 
then  present  in  the  court,  was  formerly  a 
Christian  woman,  and  had  become  a  Mas- 
limoh,  through  the  interposition  of  the 
Cadi  of  Abuty,  five  years  ago — that  she  had 
born  him  a  daughter,  noW'  four  yean  of 
age ;  and  that  a  Syrian,  by  the  name  of 
Paris,  then  present  in  the  court,  had  de- 
ceived her,  and  enticed  her  from  her  re- 
ligion, and  had  caused  her  to  enter  into 
the  Christian  religion  ;  that  he  had  taken 
her  into  the  Bishop's  house,  having  agreed 
with  her  that  he  would  marry  her  to  an- 


^..oogk- 
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oilier  man,  and  had  tept  her  in  Ha  house  Secrtiary  ef  the   Covrt  of  Jvuiee;  mi 

three  dajB  ;  and  that  he  (ihe  bntbaud)  d«-  SUikh  Ahdaliah  Ah  Efffvdi,  Uvfii. 

nianded  hiK  rifthu  arcoiding  to  the  Mo-  iTra^laUdfiamth  Arabic.) 

hamniedHn  law  in  the  mailer.  ^                  ■'                         ' 

She,   on  being  a^ked  Co  aiiBii'er,to  the  (Know)  that  when  the  Chief  oF  Polkc 

charges  of  her  hnshand,  assented  to  the  came  to  me  last  Tbnreday,  I7lh  Hohsi' 

same,  and  coDfesBed  that  she  had  aban-  ram  lfi78  (a3d  Jolj  1861),  while  I  vas  i> 

doned  the  Mohamniedan  religion,  and  re-  Ahnty,  and  iarcnned  me  of  what  had  lup- 

turned  to  her  original  faiih.  pened  id  the  Police  Court  in  ibe  beaiin; 

The  MofaBinmedas   religi'in   was  then  of  Faria  Uoncnr  the  Syrian,  and  of  jonc 

offered  to  her,   and  she  accepted  it;  but  baring  viehed  to  imprison  him,  to  which 

immediately  returned  to  her  infidelity,  and  he,  the  Chief  of  Police,  would  not  CDnKDi, 

ohsiinately  persisied  in  it.    It  was  again  but  said  that  ;on  ahould  eet  hint  atlibcnv, 

offered  to  her,  bnteho  conlinued  obstinale;  and  allow  him  to  go  to  bia  house;  and 


vhich,  when  Fails  beard,  he  withstood  the  when  afterwards  there  come  a  letter  1o 

lawful  sentence  of  the  court,   and  miid,  from  the  Europeans  of  Osint,  infoming 

"  Since  she  has  abandoned  the  religion  of  me  of  the  tnmult  and  panic  created  bj  ibe 

Islam  and  returned  to  her  original  faiib,  insolence   of  the    Mufclima    towards   the 

JOD  h^ve  no  further  authority  over  her  in  Christiana  on  BcconBtof  their  religion,  and 

the  premises.    I  am  ber  attorney,  and  I  (stating)  that  all  this  had  resnlted  fiom 

ah^l  mair;  her  to  whaniaoever  I  will  bc-  yoor    treatment    of  Faris  in   tbe  court, 

cording  to  Christian  law."    Ithen  informed  (adding)  that  he  had  (since)been  castialo 

faim  that  "that  could  not  be  in  Ihe  land  of  prison,  and  having  received  a  letter  from 

Islam^  protected  by  the  power  oftbe  Sultan  you  staling  what  said  Faris  had  done,  and 

of  Islam,  and  the  most  potent  Viceroy,  hut  now  he  had  reviled  the  religion  of  Itlam, 

that  that  night  take  place  in  the  land  of  and  that  he  had  been  beaten  in  the  covn: 

infidelity.    He  then  replied,  "  Yonr  reli-  On  reading  the  above-tneniioned  lel'er.>, 

gioD  is  infidelity."  Upon  this  1  ordered  him  and  having  heard  a  verbal  report  of  llie 

to  hold  his  peace.    Others  of  those  present  Chief  of  Police,  I  ordered  my  agent  to  p> 

spake  with  him,  pushed  him.  and  spat  in  to  the  prison  by  night  and  release  said 

his  face.    Ho  therenpon  demanded  adtis-  Paris.     1   then  came   and   demanded  sn 

faction  for  being  pushed  aed  spit  upon,  andience  with  you  and  those  concerned  in 

when  be  was  beaten  certain  stripes.  the  afbir. 

In  reference  to  his  guilt  in  having  re-  On  your  arrival,  and  when  a  statentcnt 

viled  our  religion  openly  in  the  court,  and  of  the  case  was  demanded   of  you.  i)>e 

in  the  presence  of  the  most  hononrable  Cadi  replied,  and  what  he  said  confiimed 

Mohammedans,  bis  having  called  the  re-  the  report  ofthe  European  genllcmenesto 

ligion  of  Islam  infidelity,  and  liia  asaertioti  the  tnmult  and  panic  in  the  town,  for  lie 

that  he  would  marry  the  woman  aforcaaid  (the  Cadi)  stated  that  "that  was  about  is 

to  a  Christian  of  bis  religion,  and  his  ef-  fall  out  whioh  had  happened  in  Jedda  and 

frontery  in  all  evil,  these  things  are  a  great  Syria." 

reproach  to  religion,  its  profeasora,  and  ita  Now,  it  was  wrong  and  improper  to  do 

country,  as  also  to  the  Defender  and  Up-  what  ;on  did  without  judgment  (baviirg 

builder  of  the  faith,  the  exulted  our  Lord  been  given).    For  the  origin  of  it  was  the 

the  Sultan,  the  most  hioh  and  potent  Vice-  affair  of  the  woman  who  naa  formeily  > 

roy  of  Egypt,  and  the  Sheikhs  of  Islam  in  Muslimeb,  bnt  who  now  wishes  to  rcinm 

the   Hrjuz,    Ejiypt,     and     Mesopotamia,  to  her  Cbrittianity  ;  oad  aa  she  had  beta 

When  we  iberetore  saw  his  base  obstinacy,  married  to  a  Muslim,  and  had  by  hints 

«o  rcproEohfnl  to  our  religion,  we  sent  him  daughter,  the  case  was  referred  to  tbela* 

,to  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  since  your  Ex-  in  jour  quarter,  that  you  might  attend  to 

cellency  was  absent.    After  your  return  it,  |;ive  your  decision  thereupon,  and  foi- 

the  matter  will  be  presented  to  you,  that  ward  ii  to  the  court  of  the  Qovemment. 

yoQ  mav  see  whalhehusdone  in  attacking  Tberefore  what  was  done  by  the  advice 

the  Mohammedan  religion,  and  in  cansing  of  those  who  were  in  the  conn  waa  wtdd)!' 

scepticism  among  the  cotumcm  people  who  For,  though  it  were  admitted  that  saidFaiis 

are  uninformed  in  religion.    You  will  then  said  what  was  improper  against  religian, 

be  able  to  do  »bat  is  demanded  by  tbe  it  was  not  lawful  for  yon  to  permit  him  w 

ur^iency  of  the  case,  or  command  na  to  give  be  beaten  or  imprisoned  by  force  ;  bnt  it 

diligence  in  defending  our  faith  as  is  otiT  was  yonr  doty  to  write  me  of  what  he  had 

duty,  and  the  affair  is  yours-    May  your  done,  and  then,  nith  the  cognizance  of  the 

power  be  prolonged  I                 '  Qovemment,  that  wonld  have  been  done 
with   him   which  the  law  and   mies  de- 

Cop^  of  Ike  MadiYs  flfpJg  to  the   Cadi  of  noand.      Ton  abould  not  have  beaten  him, 

Oiiat;    the  SheM   Sega  Ed-deen,  Asia-  nor  permitted  any  one  to  harm  him,  ss  ii 

ciata  Cadi;  SAeith  JUahnud  Keraa,  Chief  is  evident  Co  al^  both  learned  and  common 


E£LiaiOU8  INTELLIOBItOB. — FOREIGN. 


533 


pMple,  that  sach  Dotraga  npon  Mij  one  it 
w\\Awtal  and  improper, 

Yua,  honB^er,  took  tiim  with  a  mob  of 
cammon'  people  W  the  Gbief  of  Police,  lh»t 
he  migbt  ba  imprisoned;  and  when  he 
would  not  consent  to  imprison  him,  but  re- 
quested jon  to  set  him  at  liberty  and  let 
bim  f^o  CO  bla  honje,  and  then  l«{t  yoar 
presence,  you  did  not  do  to,  bnt  toofc  him 
a  second  time  to  the  court,  beatiug  and 
insulting  him  all  the  waj,  and  Chen  pal 
him  in  prison  in  this  state,  ss  he  (Favis) 
tostifiea  ia  hig  paper,  (wherein)  he  alao 
itatea  that  all  that  was  done  to  bim  origi- 
Diced  with  Ayjub  Kishif,  yoarselres,  and 
others  who  were  present  In  the  conrt. 
Now,  I  cannot  understand  whj-  these  men 
were  assembled  in  the  court,  teeing  that 
thej  had  Qothing  to  do  in  Che  affiiirs  of  the 
court,  nor  why  you  followed  their  connsel 
in  H  matter  tending  to  the  disturbance  of 
the  peace,  and  the  exciting  of  the  subjects 
of  the  Govemment  against  each  other;  it 
was  specially  improper  in  men  lite  Ajynb 
Kashif  and  others  who  are  Dot  in  the  eer- 
Tiea  of  the  Qo'ernmenC,  since  their  pre- 
sence nichout  Bufficieat  reason  mabcs  such 
au  affiiir  look  rery  auspicious,  as  is  also 
Mid  in  the  teucr  of  Fans.  It  is  my  duty 
to  ask  yon  the  reason  of  this,  that  you  may 
clearly  explain  it  to  me,  so  that  I  may  un- 
derstand it,  and  lOrder  what  may  be  ne- 

FarnUhed  with  the  above  docoments, 
the  Consul- General,  accompanied  by  the 
Rer.  O.  Lansing,  waited  on  E.B.H.  tbe 
Viceroy  on  t^e  moraiag  «f  the  8th  nU. 
He  had  come  by  railway  from  bis  palace 
at  Marioot,  a  distance  of  nearly  thirty 
alles,  to  meet  them  at  Gabara  FaUce, 
Alexandria.  He  at  once  offered  the  use 
of  a  steamer  (which  was  all  that  had  been 
at  irst  demanded  of  the  Minister  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs).  To  this  Mr  Thayer  re- 
plied that  he  had  no  longer  any  desire  (o 
go  in  person  and  Jnrestigate  the  matttr, 
seeing  Chat  the  OoFcrnor  of  the  province 
[see  the  Uudir's  tetter]  Itad  dready  decided 
the  case.  His  Highness  then  asked 
what  he  wished  him  («  do;  and  when  told 
that  the  affaii  was  ifl  bi«  own  hands,  and 
that  the  eyes  not  only  of  the  people  of 
America  but  of  all  Uie  civilised  world 
would  he  watching  to  see  ^at  due  justice 
was  done,  he  replied,  "Very  well,  I  shall 
see  that  justice  is  done,  aadyon  shall  hear 
from  ne  in  a  few  days;  but,"  he  added, 
Innghing,  and  addressing  Mr  Lansini;, 
"after  alt  It  is  yo«  priests  treferring  to  him 
»"d  the  Mafti]  chat  cannot  agree  amongst 
jniirhdvei,  bnt  are  forever  quarrelling 
■hh  each  other,  and  briBging  Che  Govern- 
W'lii  into  trouble."  To  this  compliment 
itc  Lansing    mode   k   profound   taiaant, 


which  made  his  BighnesB  and  all  who  were 
present  laugh  outrioht.  In  the  course  of 
this  interview  the  Pasha  stated  that  the 
Sultan  had  decreed  free  toleration  to  all 
religions  throughout  his  douiiniODs,  and 
that  he  highly  approved  of  the  same. 

Mr  Wilkinson,  the  American  Vice-Con- 
sul  for  Cairo  (who  hue  also  acted  with 
great  tact  and  energy  throughout  the  whole 
aSair),  called  twice  on  the  Viceroy  aitor 
the  above  date  with  the  view  of  ascertain- 
ing what  had  been  done.  At  his  flm  in- 
terricw,  the  Pasha  informed  him  that  the 
Cadi  had  been  deposed  from  olBce.  Mr 
Wilkinson  replied  that  that  would  not 
satisfy  us  J  for  the  people  of  America  .being 
a  religious  people,  they  would  expect  and 
Insist  that  in  a  case  like  thi<>,  in  which  the 
principle  of  religious  toleration  had  been 
so  outraged,  Che  most  summary  punish- 
ment should  be  infiicted  □□  the  culprits. 
He  then,  in  the  name  of  the  Cousul-Gcne- 
ral,  demanded  that  the  rini;leaders  should 
be  sent  to  the  galleys,  and  that  Faris  should 
be  remunerated  in  money  for  the  injury 
done  to  him  and  his  family.  To  this  the 
Pasha  consented  at  the  time,  but  it  was 
not  [ill  Thursdav  the  S3d  that  sentence 
was  given.  Again  and  again  had  messen- 
Kers  been  sent  meanwhile  to  and  fVom  Che 
Consulate.  The  enlprits  were  represented 
being  the  beads  of  the  aristocracy  of 


Upper  Egypt — one  of  them,  and  be  Ayvub 
Snshif,  the  ringleader,  a  personal  friend  of 
the  Viceroy.    To  put  such  men  in  prison 


insurrection.  The  Con- 
sul-General stood  firm,  however,  advoeal- 
ing  a  decided  policy  as  the  only  safe  policy 

At  length  the  Pasha  yielded,  and  sen- 
tence was  given.  On  Thnrsday  the  22d 
inst.,  when  on  the  eve  of  departing  for 
Constantinople  to  do  homage  to  the  new 
Sultan,  he  ordered  a  message  to  be  sent  to 
the  Consulate,  from  which  I  malte  the  fol- 
lowing exlnrct:^ 

"Order  bas  been  sent  to  Osiut  to  fine 
the  thirteen  men  whose  n 


to   the  degree    of  his  colpability, 
amount  of  a  bundred  thousand   ptaBtres 
(over  L.IOOO  sterling). 

"  Older  has  been  given  to  tlio  Governor 
of  Alexandria  to  send  that  sum  to  ^'our 
Consulate,  with  prayer  to  yon  to  give  it  \n 
Farls.  The  Government  will  refund  itself 
ith  the  fine,  so  Faris  will  not  wait  for  his 


"  Order  has  been  s. 


a  Osiut  to  put 


The  woman  had  been  condemned  by  the 
Cadi  to  he  imprisoned  for  life,  nnless  she 
should  retnrn  to  the  Muslim  faith.  She  bad 
already  been  twelve  days  in  prison  when 
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3ntrlligraii.~^nitei[  ^rtstiiitEriiia  i^liiirili. 

llEEDiyaa.  baa  entered,  and  ia  remainiag  id,  the  mi- 
niaKy.    Or,  in  other  worda,  thai  the  love 

Aberdeen. — This  preabjlery  met  on  Tues-  of  sonU  nnd  their  BHWation,  lore  thai  fiiea 

day— Mr  Bell,  Midmar,  moderator,    Dia-  on  and  is  made  commandiBg  by  the  spiril- 

coursea  were  prescribed  to  Mcasca  Green,  nal  and  eternal  of  man  as  heheld  in  Chrisl, 

Piltendrigh,   and   Duthie,   amdenls,     Mr  and  thus  love  the  same  in  kind,  or  the 

8liiliag  was  appoinicd  saperintendent  of  same  in  its  ((real  ohjects,  aa  what  brought 

Btudenis  here  for  the  preeent  eeasion.     Dr  our  Lord  from  heaven,  is  giving  each  His 

J.  C.  Brown   read   an  BKtraet   from   the  epirit,  ia  rendering  all  el^e  of  life  here  as 

Synod  records,  bearing  on  ihe  incomplete-  uot  to  be  put  in  comparison  with,  and  is, 

nees   of   the    superintendence  of  United  therefore,  subordinating  all  else  as  means 

Presbyterian  eludenta  at  Aberdeen  Uni-  for  the  one  great  object  of  the  cross — the 

-   versiiy,   as  reporied  to   that    body.    He  bringing  of  aonls  to  Cod  in  Chriel,  and 

stated,  as  having  been  saperintendent  last  the  building  up  of  believers  on  tbeir  most 

session,  the  great  difficulty  of  gelling  the  holy  faith.  I  hava  said  tbat,  in  introducing 

students  to  meet  wiib  him.    Mr  Stirling  a  conversation  on  pastoral  duties,  1  am 

obferved  that  he  really  did  not  know  hon  warranted  to  aseuDie  tbat  such  is  tbc  ob- 

the  duties  of  superintendent  of  etudente,  to  ject  for,  or  the  spirit  by,  wbich  each  of  as 

which  he  bad  been  appointed,  should  be  ia  engaged  at  work  in  Ihe  ministiy^    Siill, 

performed,    Tbe  sludents  were  really  very  whatever  delicacies  are  in  the  way  of  our 

hard  worked,  and  hud  little  time  to  meet  approaching  each  other  in  this,  as  being  of 

together.    His  own  impression  was,  tbat  tbat  which  each  himself  ia  in  heart  and 

tlie  beat  thing  would  be,  if  ibe  sludents  saul,   yet,  by  reason  of   its    momenloos 

could  be   got   together  simply  for  devo-  bearing,  both  on  ouraelvee  and  on  others, 

tional  exercises,  anii  then  be  uould  be  dia-  in  onr  discbarge  of  pastoral  duties,  it  does 

Eased  to  have  a  little  relaxation  with  them,  appear  lo  me  that  a  ccnYersation  on  these 
[r  Robb,  student,  was  transferred  to  the  duties  which  left  this  out,  or  which  gave 
Freabytery  of  Edinburgh.  Mr  Green,  stu-  it  not  a  prominent  place,  woold  be  want- 
dent,  presented  certificates  from  the  Theo-  ing  in  heart ;  would  be,  not  as  if  we  had 
logical  Professors;  and  Messrs  Pitten-  faith  in  each  other,  bat  aa  if  we  suspected 
drigh  and  Dutbie,  transferences  from  the  each  other,  or  as  if  each  believed  he  had 
Presbyteries  of  Orkney  end  Glasgow.  Eolbtiig  in  the  others  wherein  be  and  ihey 
These  gentlemen  were  examined  on  ijieir  might  be  more  etimulated — atimnlaied  in 
stndiea  at  the  Hall  during  the  preceding  that  fidelity  to  our  Lord,  qr  in  that  pure 
Beaai{m.  The  Moderator  said — The  con-  and  ardent  love  for  aoula,  in  which  we  are 
versation  which  I  have  been'  requested,  as  so  prone  to  slumber,  but  in  which  none 
moderator,  to  introduce — a  conversation  can  ever  be  too  much  stirred  by  others, 
on  pastoral  duties— ia  one  that  commends  and  which  so  lies  at  the  root  of  all  usefnl- 
itself  as  worthy  of  a  fixed,  large,  and  fre-  ness  in  the  miaiatry.  It  is  tme  that  it  is 
quenlly  recurring  place  in  tbe  staled  pe-  not  ours  either  to  convert  or  to  sanctify  a 
rioda  foF  mutual  deliberation  of  thoae  single  aonl — "Who,  then,  is  Paul,  and  who 
whose  special  office  it  is  to  carry  on  that  is  Apollos,  but  ministers  by  whom  ye  be- 
embassage  of  truth  and  grace  which  was  licved,  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  eveij 
begun  on  earth  by  our  Lord — who  thus,  man?  I  have  planted,  Apollos  watered; 
in  a  very  special  sense,  are  ambsasadora  but  God  gave  the  increase.  So,  then,  nei- 
for  Christ,  whose  embassage  is,  as  though  Ihcr  is  he  that  planteth  anything,  neilher  he 
God  did  beseech  by  them,  to  entreat  men,  that  watereth  ;  bat  God  that  givetb  tue  in- 
in  Christ's  stead,  to  be  reconciled  to  God  ;  crease."  "  We  have  this  treasure  iu  eanliea 
and  who,  therefore,  in  filling  such  an  of-  vessels,  that  tbe  excellency  of  ibe  power 
fice,  declare  Chat  they  watch  for  souls,  may  be  of  God,  and  nut  ef  as,"  i-a,.  ibis 
"  as  they  that  must  give  account,  that  treasnre  ia  in  vessels  that  are  frail,  liable 
they  may  do  it  with  joy,  and  not  with  to  trial,  and  subject  lo  decay,  not  merely 
grief."  Since  it  is  a  conversation  that  is  that  by  the  way  in  which  ihey  ate  thereby 
to  be  introduced  on  this  subject,  and  not  upheld  amid  conflict,  bat  also  by  tbe  el- 
an addresa  that  is  to  be  given,  I  feel  war-  fects  which  it  thus  accompiiihe*  in  othen, 
ranted  to  assume  that  watching  for  souls  the  excellency  of  Ibe  power,  may  be  seen 
ia  the  great  object  for  which  each  of  d&  to  belong  lo  God  and  not  to  na.    All  tliii 
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ilwIlBt  wecftn  never  too  clearly  and  tlisnk- 
folly  keep  in  cunBlant  view.  Still  It  is  that 
whicb,  as  riRhlly  seen,  while  it  moet  make 
us  look  to  God  for  all,  mnsl  jet  make  na 
feel  n3  if  all  depended  upon  onr  hariQg  in 
vigour  the  right  spirit.  Ood  baa  put  the 
treasure  into  earthen  vessels,  He  employs 
hnman  iDstramentatity ;  and  what  is  the 
doctrine  which  is  thas  revealed?  It  is 
that  we  hare  got  that  to  pTomulgate  by 
which  God  worka ;  that  by  which,  aa 
known,  the  Spirit  convincoa  the  world  of 
sin,  and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judg- 
ment :  that  by  which,  as  known,  the  Spirit 
quickens  and  aanctiSes.  Hence  our  great 
work  is  to  have  it  promuigated,  that  God 
may  thereby  work;  that,  as  declared  and 
impreeaed  on  the  heart,  the  Spirit  may 
thereby,  ae  thus  known,  quicken  and  san<'- 
tify.  And  allied  to  Che  great  tculh  that  all 
is  of  God,  aeeins  this  other,  that  it  is  only 
when  we  declare  it  aa  the  truth  of  God,  as 
truth  whose  blessedness  we  ourselves  are 
esperiencing ;  wheo,  in  declaring  it,  we 
will  and  strive  to  save  eouls  and  perfect 
believers  in  holiness;  when  thus  "  the  fruit 
of  righteoasuesB  is  aown  in  peace  of  them 
that  make  peace."  When  thna  it  ia  de- 
clared in  spirit  and  in  truth  ;  when  thus  it 
is  not  merely  in  form  the  divine,  but  is  the 
divine  itself  in  life— it  seems  to  be  only 
when  thus  made  known  by  ua  to  others, 
that,  as  Che  truth  of  God,  it  can  enter  their 
eitrs,  or  become  so  lodged  in  impress  on 
their  hearts  as  to  be  there  as  that  by  which 
the  Spirit  may  quicken  or  saactifr.  Hence, 
whether  an  objtct  so  great— infinitely  the 
Breatest  that  can  be  undertaken  on  earth, 
and  infinitely  the  most  important  as  bear- 
ing on  every  soul  and  hnman  intereet  on 
earth  :  that  for  which  "  God  spared  not  His 
own  Son,  but  delivered  Him  up  for  us  all ;" 
entreating  men,  by.  the  mercies  of  God  in 
Christ,  to  be  reconciled  to  Goii ;  atriving  to 
save  from  death  eternal,  and  ao  raise  to  life 
everlasting,  to  turn  all  of  life  in  the  indi- 
vidual and  in  the  world  to  God,  to  that 
higheat  possible  kind  of  life,  the  life  of  God 
in  holiness  and  infinite  blisa.  Whether  we 
are  striving  sufficiently  to  have  this  enclu- 
"ivelyand  intensely  as  our  governing  object. 
Whether  our  motives  are  becoming  purer, 
our  desires  more  ardent,  and  our  eS'orts  all 
more  stirred  and  directed  in  spirit  and  in 
tnith  but  for  the  effecting  of  this.  Whether, 
in  the  growing  subordination  of  all  else 
in  onr  several  apheres,  we  are  ihns,  with 
awe  measure  of  truth,  able  to  affirm,  in 
'elation  to  those  whom  we  are  set  to  serve 
the  Lord,  that  we  are  determining  not 
to  know  anything  among  them,  save  "  jesui 
Christ  and  Him  crucified."  Whether  it  ia 
•0  with  na,  truly  seema  that  reepeciing 
which  we  should  be  very  solicitoua  about 
weh  other,  and  even  in  readiness  to  he 


stirred  by,  and  to  stir  each  other.  It  is  the 
spirit  with  which  we  engage  in  onr  work, 
which,  whatever  be  the  forms  we  observe, 
or  the  words  we  utter,  must  influence  ;  and 
it  ia  only  in  proportion  as  we  have  the  true 
spirit  of  our  work  in  grace  and  vigorons 
action,  that  we  can  have  anything  of  trae 
comfort  and  growing  a trength  in  our  work, 
that  our  work,  however  weak,  may  yet  be 
owned  of  God,  bj  being  helped  for  the  Con- 
version of  souls  and  for  the  advancement 
of  believera.  And  also,  it  is  only  in  ao 
having  this  spirit,  that  we  can  well  be  led 
to  Che  adoption  of  legitimate  means  for  giv- 
ing greater  effect  to  our  labours,  and  that 
anything  of  genuine  freshnesS  can  be  im- 
parted to  our  ministration  a,  which,  how- 
ever much  in  matter,  mutt  ever  mainly  be 
in  the  apirit  with  which  either  the  new  is 
elucidated  or  the  old  reiterated.  Without 
this,  however  rich  and  varied  onr  discouraes 
are,  however  skilfully  framed  according  to 
the  "  form  of  sound  words,"  and  however 
impressive  in  manner,  yet  all  must  but 
carry  our  own  vain  and  depraving  spirit, 
the  good  that  is  not  sought,  neither  from 
God  nor  in  others,  cannot  well  be  expected; 
no  other  can  well  be  the  resalt  than  greater 
spiritual  deodnesa  .in  onr  own  souls,  and 
greater  insn^ceptibility  of  true  impression 
in  those  to  whom  we  thns  regularly  mini- 
ster. Whatever,  in  such  a  case,  we  other- 
wise are,  yet,  as  in  the  Lord's  vineyard,  wa 
cannot  well  be  other  than  cumbering  the 
ground.  Having  so  adverted  to  the  great 
object,  and  to  the  spirit  that  can  never  too 
exclusively  and  intensely  actuate  na  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  and,  for  stirring  in 
relation  to  which  such  a  conversation  as 
that  proposed  commends  itself  as  what 
should  be  of  frequent  occurrence,  I  may 
now,  in  very  few  words,  specify  two  or 
three  of  those  topics,  as  requires  success- 
fully carrying  on  our  work,  to  which  triui 
spirit  for  that  work  must  ever  attach  im- 
portance, and  respecting  which  we  may  be 
the  means,  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  in  im- 

Earting  light  and  impulse  to  each  other, 
eit  to  the  spint  of  onr  miniacrationa  is 
the  matter.  1  need  not  say  that,  iu  having 
the  spirit  of  our  offlee,  we  shall  preach 
Christ-~.Christ  the  Living  Word,  who,  in 
divine  and  living  form  in  onr  nature,  ia  now 
the  perfect  and  moat  impressive  revela- 
tion of  the  truth  of  God  ;  who,  in  Himself, 
is  the  Way,  and  the  Truth,  and  the  Life  ; 
in  whom,  in  the  fullest,  clearest,  and  moat 
he  art- affecting  and  penetrating  form  in  onr 
nature,  we  have  all  truth  both  as  regards 
the  will  and  wiadom  of  God,  and  also  as 
regards  onr  own  condition.  All  of  the 
Father  in  love  and  in  grace,  and  also  all  of 
man  as  render  that  judgment  unto  death 
which,  as  specially  seen  in  the  Cross,  rest« 
eternally  on  every  sin,  and,  along  wltii  tblg,    . 
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M  of  man  is  vhtt  he  shonld  be ;  ud  aU, 
in  loTo  and  grace,  that  ii  for  hia  deliver- 
ance  from  gailt  and  its  condemnation,  and 
that  U  for  resloring  and  perfecting  bim  in 
character.  If  God  is  to  be  made  known 
i&  His  righleouaneu,  and  in  His  love, 
msrcy,  andgrace  ;  if  sin  is  to  be.traly  seen, 
and  if  holinesB  is  to  be  irnl;  beheld  ;  if  ihe 
Binner  is  to  be  impressed  and  converted, 
and  the  belierer  to  be  perfected, 


the  qaestion  is,  Chil  we  do  other  than  fail 
in  luccesE,  if,  in  all,  or  in  angbl,  we  fail  in 
ptESBDting  Christ,  or  whatever  maj  be  our 
aabject,  fail-  in  setting  all  in  the  tight  of 
the  Sun  of  righteouene&s.  Best  to  the 
matter,  is  Ihe  proportion  to  be  given  to  its 
different  objects,  ''  All  Scriplnre  is  given 
bj-inspiratioQ  of  Ciod,  and  is  proStable  for 
doctrine,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness  ;  thai  Iho  man  of  God  may 
be  perfect,  ihorougblj  fnrai^hed  unto  all 
good  worka."  "  Christ  in  yon  the  hope  of 
glorj,  wliom  ye  preach,  warning  every 
man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wis- 
dom ;  that  we  maj  present  cTcry  man  per- 
fect in  Christ  Jeso»."  All  these  may, 
however,  be  reduced  to  two  objects — 
nomelv,  the  conversion  of  the  nnbelierer, 
and  the  edification  of  the  belieTer  ^  and 
the  question  is,  In  wbal  proportion  to  each 
other  are  these  two  objects  to  be  main- 
tained ?  Ii  what  is  for  the  impenitent  not 
more  liliel;  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  believer, 
than  that  which  is  special);  for  the  believer 
is  likely  to  be  to  th*  impenitent  t  Is  not 
the  iinpenitent'a  case  the  more  urgent  i 
And  whether  there  should  even  be  a  dis- 
contse  which  in  some  form  does  not,  in  one 
or  more  of  its  parts,  deal  with  the  impeni- 
tent, setiing  impressiyely  before  him  his 
BID,  the  workings  of  bis  heart  of  unbelief, 
and  the  way  of  salvation?  Aud  lastly, 
how  are  the  ends  we  seek  in  onr  public 
duties  to  be  followed  out  in  privau !  On 
this,  however,  I  do  not  enter,  but  now  leave 
the  whole  for  coaversation.  An  interest- 
ing conversation  followed,  in  which  Messrs 
Turner,  Dickie,  Rankine,  Mlterrow,  Hogg 
(Jamaica),  Stirling,  Ritchie,  and  Dr  Brown 
took  pan.    The  cunrertation  bore  chiefly 

Keseiiting  the  truth,  subjects  specially  to 
dwelt  upon,  etc.  It  was  very  interest- 
ing throughout.  After  the  close,  Dr  Brown 
led  in  prayer.  The  presbytery  agreed 
to  recommend  congregations  within  the 
bounds,  to  appoint,  as  early  as  convenient, 
a  service  of  ihaoksgiving  for  the  abundant 
harvest.  The  next  meeting  of  presbytery 
vas  fixed  for  Tuesday,  10th  December. 
Adjonrned. 

Aanaiulale. — This   preabytery   met    U 
Euclelccbau   on  Ist   October  —  the   Bev. 
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William  Tait,  moderator.     Hie  priDcipal 

bnsineaa  was  in  connection  with  the  call 
of  East  Bank  congregation,  Hawick,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Bev.  John  Riddell,  Mofik 
The  Melrose  presbytery,  after  suEtainiiif! 
and  concurriBg  in  said  call,  appoinud 
Messrs  Btissell  and  Robertson,  miuisieiL 
their  commissioners,  to  prosecute  the  call 
before  the  Annandale  presbytery.  Mi 
Russell  laid  the  call,  with  reasons  of  trans- 
lation, on  the  table,  and  the  presbjteiy 
appointed  Mr  Tait  to  preach  at  MoSaton 
Sabbath  the  13th  October,  intimate  to  the 
congregation  there  the  call  to  Mr  Riddell, 
and  summon  them  to  appear  for  their  own 
interest  at  next  meeting  of  presbytery, 
The  presbytery  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the 
same  place  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  October. 

Aibraalh, — This  presbytery  met  at  Ar- 
broath on  die  17th  September — the  Eev. 
Hngh  Aird,  moderator.  Read  a  letter 
from  Mr  A.  H.  DrysdaJe,  preacher,  ic- 
eepting  the  call  he  had  a  second  time  re- 
ceived from  the  congregation  of  Maison 
Diea  Lane,  Brechin.  Mr  Drysdale  being 
present,  proceeded  to  give  in  the  tiiai 
exercises  which  had  been  assigned  him ;  all 
of  which  being  approved,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  ordination  shonld  take  place 
at  Brechin,  on  Wednesday,  the  SSd  day 
of  October,  —  Mr  Swan  to  preach,  Mr 
Akd  to  ordain  and  give  the  afaarge,  and 
Mr  MUlar  to  eddjcess  the  people.  The 
session  of  ^e  sama  congregation  then 
requested  Eo  have  the  Lord's  Supper  di)- 
pensed  among  them  on  an  early  day,  whes 
Mr  Aird  was  appointed  to  discharge  thsl 
dnty  on  tlie  second  Sabbath  of  Oftobei. 
The  clerk  reported  tiiat  he  had  received  a 
parcel  of  books  from  the  convener  of  the 
Theological  Committee,  to  be  used  in  tke 
examination  of  students,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  placed  iu  the  hands  of  the 
Students'  Committee.'  The  presbyleiy 
agreed  to  call  the  attention  of  minisltn, 
sessions,  and  eongregations  to  tbe  recom- 
mendation of  Synod,  to  devote  the  eifilit 
days  from  fint  to  second  Sabbath  of  Octaber 
inclusive,  to  special  prayer,  public,  faiGilf, 
and  secret,  with  a  view  to  the  revival  if 
the  work  of  God  in  onr  midsC 

Sitchaa. — This  presbytery  met  on  the  1st 
October — the  Bev.  W.  Fisher,  moderator. 
Read  certificates  from  t)ie  Professors  of 
Divinity,  duly  attesting  Messrs  Simmen, 
Simpson,  and  Hunter,  students,  as  havii^ 
regularly  attended  the  Hall  during  tbe 
late  session,  and  performed  the  prescribed 
exercises.  They  gave  an  account  of  Ht 
subjects  of  their  studies.  Messrs  Sinuasn 
and  Simpson  were  taken  on  trials  !« 
hcense,  and  Mr  James  Hnnter  had  inb- 
jects  appointed  to  him  as  astndentoflte 
second  year.  A  petition  from  the  congre- 
gatioD  of  Peterhead  for  a  moderation  ra 
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vrinted  nnanimntMlf,  Rod  tbe  B«t.  John 
Hultter  was  appointed  M  modernte.    The 

Sjiii>d  bftving  sec  apart  the  tLrst  week  of 
October. for  prajer  and  apecial  eervicee, 
the  presbytorj  agreed  to  recommend  tbe 
subject  to '  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
cungregatioDS,  and  to  carry  it  ont  as  far  as 
l:i^camstan(^et  will  permit,  in  coDseqnence 
of  Ehs  itate  of  the  harvest.  All  the  re- 
ports respecting  Dr  J.  B.  Johnston's  evan- 
gelistic mission  were  Exceed  iagly  en- 
couraging, and  H  cotdial  debire  expreased 
far  a  similar  visit  next  season.    The  clerk 

gregatjons  of  Sew  Leeds  and  Roseheartj 
of  the  proposed  triennial  airsngements, 
snent  sappleroent  bj  the  Board  of  Mi^ 
sions,  tha^  on  receiving  reports  from  said 
confregatiuns,  (he  preebyler^  maj  enter 
upon  the  consideration  of  tbe  subject. 
Appointed  the  nejt  raeeling  of  preshjiery 
to  be  h^d  at  Auchnagalt  on  tbe  Tuesday 
after  the  tbird  >jabbalb  of  November.  At 
an  la  Anne  effectual  meeting,  held  at  Peter- 
head, ihe  caII  from  that  congreiiation  E« 
Mr  William  Qalletlj  was  snelained  and 
cuncnrred  in,'  and  trials  for  ordination  ap- 
pointed. The  call  is  numerously  signed  ; 
and  shunld  Mr  Galletlj  accept  of  it,  he 
nill  find  a  people  prepared  to  give  him 
every  enoonragemenl. 

CWiiie.— This  presbytery  met  at  Maij- 
port  on  tbe  S4th  September — the  Bev.  J. 
S.  Craig,  moderator  pro  ttat.  Tbe  fullon- 
ing  statement,  in  reference  to  the  late  Dr 
Henry  Thomson,  Penritli,  was  inserted  in 
the  minates: — "The  presbytery  do  mourn 
tbe  loss  of  their  revered  father  Dr  Thom- 
son, who,  by  his  nniform  consislent  de- 
portment dnring  the  long  period  of  his 
^xty-two  years'  ministry,  has  sustained 
Ibe  respectability  and  Christian  reputation 
of  tbe  Cburcb  in  Penritti  and  neighbour- 
hood. He  was  a  man  ivho  through  life 
entertained  a  high  regard  for  honourable 
principle  in  tbe  beat  sense.  Be  was  tbe 
author  of  several  interesting  and  impor- 
tant worka  on  practical  divinity.  ■  Tour 
fathers,  whore  are  they  ?'  "  Bead  minnle 
of  Synod  in  reference  to  Kevivals.  Agreed 
to  recommend  to  the  brethren  of  the  pres- 
"S^tJ  to  carry  into  practical  effect  the 
deliverance  «f  the  Synod  on  the  satij,ect 
in  the  month  of  October.  The  matter 
which  occapied  the  attention  of  tbe  eon- 
ferenco  of  ministers  and  elders  belonging 
^  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in 
England,  held  in  Edinburgh  daring  the 
last  Synod,  to  be  considered  at  next  meet- 
Jig.  Tbe  next  meeting  of  preshyiery  is  to 
W  held  at  Carlisle  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
Uecembor. 

'Cupor,— This  presbytery  met  in  Boston 
(jiiurch  session-house,  Oitober  15th  —  Mr 
*oliert  Anderson,  moderator.    Tickets  of 


attendance  on  the  Theological  Hall  in 
favour  of  Mr  George  S.  Jack,  student  of 
the  fourth  fear,  nere  read,  and  subjects  of 

signed  to  Mr  Jack.  A  communication 
from  the  Home  Secretary,  containing  pro- 
poaala  regarding  supplements  to  congrega- 
tions within  the  bounds,  waA  read,  and 
it  was  agreed  that  Ibe  communication 
should  lie  on  the  table.  Several  congre- 
gations reported  that  they  had  made  the 
collection  for  the  Synod's  General  Fund 
on  Ihe  second  Sabbath  of  October.  A 
cummittee  on  Missions  was  appointed  in 
terms  of  the  enactment  of  Synod — said 
committee  consititing_  of  Messrs  Barr, 
Sidey,  and  the  moderator,  with  Messrs 
Smith  and  Foole,  elders.  Appointed  the 
next  meeting  to  be  held  in  Bum  side 
Church  session- house,  on  the  Tuesday 
after  the  third  Sabbath  of  December,  at 
eleven  o'clock  aji.,  and  agreed  to  considra 
at  that  meeting  the  digest  of  Uules  anent 
Home  Funds  and  Home  Mission  Chnrcbes, 
as  remitted  hy  the  Synod  to  sessions  and 

Duadt.— This  presbytery  met  on  Tues- 
day the  22d  October— the  Rev.  DrM'Gavin, 
moderator.  Granted  the  transference  of 
Mr  David  K.  Miller  to  the  Elgin  and  In- 
verness Presbytery.  Read  tbe  Hall  tickets 
of  Messrs  Douglas  and  Beatt,  who  bad 
attended  the  due  time  at  the  Hall.  Messrs 
Douglas  and  Beatt  having  finished  the 
liali,  had  subjects  ol  trial  for  license  as- 
signed them.  The  Rev.  Alexander  Miller, 
alter  some  suitable  remarks,  submitted  a 
motion  regarding  the  revival  of  religion, 
vii..  That  the  presbytery,  recognising  the 
hand  of  God  in  the  religions  revival  nhicb, 
during  tbe  past  three  or  lour  years,  has 
blessed  some  portions  of  our  own  and  other 
lands,  and  also  the  duty  of  increased  effort, 
upon  the  part  of  the  minislers  of  Christ 
and  other  office-bearers,  to  advance  that 
work, — Bj^int  a  committee  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  having  a  series  of  dls- 
cunrses  on  the  revival  of  religion  delivered 
during  the  ensuing  winter,  in  one  or  more 
of  tbe  churches  in  Dundee,  and  in  any  of 
the  other  eh urches  of  the  presbyleiy  where 
solicited  ;  and  also  to  consider  any  addi- 
tiuBal  means  hy  which  the  cause  of  Christ 
may  he  advanced  and  extended  within  the 
presbytery.  This  motion  was  very  favoor- 
ably  entertained,  and  cotdialty  adapted  by 
the  presbytery ;  and  the  following  com- 
mittee appointed; — Mensrs  Berwick,  Wil- 
son, and  Miller,  with  Messrs  Moncrieffe 
and.  Ireland,  elders — the  Rev.  A  lex  an  dvr 
fililler,  convener.  Received  a  favourable 
report  from  the  Butterbam  station  j  also  a 
petition  from  thepeople  worshipping  there, 
praying  for  a  continuance  of  sermon,  and 
(hat  the  presbyCeij  take  steps  in  order  to 
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have  the  station  congregnCeil.  CoDimie- 
sionera  appeared  in  suppurl  of  the  petition, 
and  were  beard.  The  preabjtery,  after  de- 
liiKralion,  granted  the  prajer.of  the  peti- 
tion, continued  the  missionary  tliere,  gave 
intimation,  according  to  tlie  rules  of  the 
Church,  to  the  eessioUB  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, to  report  whether  they  had  objec- 
liona  or  not  to  the  congregating  of  the 
Batterbnrn  station,  Dandee.  Reappointed 
the  committee  for  the  eaperintendence  of 
the  students — Hev,  James  Wilson,  con- 
vener. This  presbytery  meets  on  Tuesday 
the  10th  December. 

I>iim/ru«.— This  presbytery  met  on  2d 
October — the  Rev.  1),  L.  Scott,  moderator. 
The  devotional  exercisee  were  conducted 
hy  Mr  Ctark,  Jun.  Messrs  Wiahart  and 
M'DonBld  were  appointed  to  examine  the 
minutes  tff  the  late  Associate  PreebjteiT 
of  Dumfries  — kindly  transmitted  by  Dr 
Clyde — and  to  inquire  regarding  the  safe 
custody  of  the  minutes  or  the  late  Kelief 
PresbyierT,  and  report.  It  was  agreed  to 
examine  Mr  R.  Lindsay,  student  of  philo- 
sophy, at  next  meeting,  on  the  subjects 
prescribed  to  students  for  admission  to  the 
Theological  Hall.  Messrs  M'Dongal,  atn- 
dent  of  the  third  year,  and  Russell,  of  the 
second  year,  being  certified  by  the  Pro- 
fessors, gave  an  outline  oE  the  lectures, 
which  was  snslained.  Mr  James  Callander 
delivered  a  discourse  on  Ephesians  iii.  8, 
as  part  of  his  trials  for  license,  which  was 
sustained.  The  appointment  of  Synod  re- 
garding the  reviial  of  religion  was  re- 
commended to  the  attention  of  ministers, 
sessions,  aud  congregations.  Mr  Goold 
was  appointed  lo  conduct  the  devotional 
exercises  next  meeting,  which  is  to  be 
held  at  Dumfries  on  the  Gist  Wednesday 
of  December. 

Danfermliae. — This  preebyteiy  met  on 
the  8th  October— the  Rev.  Mr  Graham,  mo- 
derator pro  (em. ;  when,  infer  alia,  the  Rev. 
Mr  Young,  convener  of  Che  commiitee  of 
presbytery  on  Home  Evangelization,  read 
the  reports  given  to  the  presbytery  hy 
Messrs  Connor  and  Houston,  the  two 
preacbers  sent  from  the  Home  Committee, 
and  wbo  had  laboured  cnder  the  direction 
of  the  presbytery,  and  in  connection  with 
several  of  its  members,  in  a  number  of 
collier  villages  within  the  bouuds,  tbe  for- 
mer during  the  month  of  July,  and  the 
latter  during  that  of  August.    These  re- 

f'Orts  were  very  full  and  particular,  and 
urnished  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  dili- 
gence and  zeal  with  which  hath  had  per- 
formed their  labours  ;  which  consisted  in 
risitine  the  people  in  their  houses ;  in  hold- 
ing public  meetings  with  them — occasion- 
al^"  with  the  young,  at  other  times  with 
ell  indiscriminately;  and  addressing  them, 
'  in  larger  companies  or  smaller,  in  the  open 


had  cause  to  be  mnch  gratified  with  tbe 
manner  in  which  they  bwl  performed  tM 
important  duties,  and  agreed  that  an  (I- 
pression  of  their  satisfaction  ehoaldbecon- 
munlcated  to  them  for  their  enconragt- 
ment.  A  statement  also  of  the  expeiuei 
incurred  by  those  labours  was  read;  andil 
was  agreed  that  it,  along  with  these  reports, 
be  transmitted  to  [be  Home  Secretaty. 
The  following  students,  certified  from  the 
Hall — viz.,  Messrs  James  Davidson  and 
Thomas  Hobertson  of  the  fifth  year,  Mr 
Matthew  Howieson  of  the  fourth,  Mr 
George  Copland  of  the  third  (transferred 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Glangow),  and  Mr 
David  Dry sd ale  of  tbe  first- being  present, 
gave  some  account  of  their  subjects  of 
study  at  the  recent  session,  and  were  ex- 
amined on  several  of  those,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  presbytery.  Messrs  Davidson 
and  Kobertson,  having  completed  their 
course  at  the  Hall,  were  further  examined 
on  several  theological  subjects  ;  also  on 
their  personal  religion,  and  their  motives 
for  desiring  to  enter  the  ministerial  office ; 
and  were  entered  on  trial  for  license,  and 
the  several  parts  of  trial  were  prescribed  to 
them.  The  committee  for  superintending 
the  other  students  was  reappointed,  con- 
sisting of  the  minislers  iu  Dnnfemiltne, 
under  the  convenershlp  of  the  Rev.  Dr 
Johnston;  and  subjects  of  discourse  Ibr 
the  presbytery  wore  assigned  to  them; 
as  also  to  Mr  James  Sbairp  of  the  Brat 
year,  who  is  expected  to  be  in  the  bounds 
of  tiio  presbytery,  in  charge  of  the  village 
school  of  Caimeyhill  Alter  some  con- 
versation on  the  subject  of  revival  of  reli- 
gion, embracing  particularly  the  manner 
in  which  the  members,  with  their  congie- 
gations,  were  implementing  the  injanction 
of  the  Synod  in  reference  to  meetings 
for  prayer  at  this  period,  for  the  promotion 
of  that  object,  the  presbytery  engaged  in 

Erayer,  which  was  offered  up  by  the  Her. 
[r  M'DQwall.  Agreed  to  hold  next 
meeting  in  Dunfermline,  on  the  17th  of 
December,  and  to  consider  at  that  tiins 
the  remit  from  the  Synod  on  the  Roles  for 
Management  of  the  Funds  of  the  Chnreh, 
No,  S,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Minutes  of 
last  meeting  of  Sj nod. 

Edinhttrgk.—&.  meeting  of  this  presby- 
tery was  held  on  1st  October— the  Bef- 
Mr  Croom,  moderator.  Dr  Thomson,  ai 
convener  of  the  Presbytery's  Commitie*, 
appointed  to  make  suggestions  in  refer 
ence  to  the  revival  services  which  are  ID 
be  held  from  the  Tlh  to  the  14th  of  Odo- 
her,  submitted  certain  recommendations. 
Tho  presbytery  generally  approved  of  iba 

engaged  for  some   time  in  coDversaliM 
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md  dcTotionBl   exercises  on  the  subject  fewer  tban  ill  buasco  of  ill  fame ;  and  in 

Dfreligiaog  rerivnl.    The  Bev.  Mr  Bush-  IS4S  tbere  were  1057  females  conaected 

nell,  as  American  miBsionaiy  in  Africa,  with  them,  manj  of  whom  bad  been  in 

ihea  addressed   the  presbytery,  giving  a  Sabbatb  schoole,  and  the  great  majarity  of 

liopefnl  acoonnl  of  the  stale  of  miasion  them  were  nnder  twenty  years  of  age.  The 

work  in  Africa.     On    the   motion  of  IJr  nnniber    had    not    since  decreased.      Dr 

Harper,  secooded  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Parlane,  Robson  moved  that  the  report  he  received, 

tbe  presbytery  expressed  their  sympathy  and  thanks  given  to  the  commitcce.    This 

nilb  Mr  Buabnell.     Mr  Calvert,  Nortb  was  unanimonsij  agreed  to,  and  the  pres- 

Berwick,  gave  a  report  of  the  proceedings  bytery  thereafter  sat  in  piivale  to  coDsider 

of  the  deputation  of  the  preebyteiy  ap-  the  matter. 

pQinted  lo  be  present  at  the  iadnction  of  Lonai-jt.— This    presbytery   met  on   the 

MrBdillie  to  the  congregation  alUllaberry,  8th  October— the  Rev.  I'eter  C.  Dnnean- 

is  ShetUnd.    The  people  seemed  anxious  son,  moderator.    The  Kev.  Andrew  Scott 

to  hear  the  Gospel,  and  that,  if  a  suitable  and  tbe  Kev.  Ur  Smith,  with  their  preehy- 

chnrch  were  erected,  it  wonid  be  occupied  tery   elderB,  were  appointed  the  preshy- 

with  aa  interesting  congregation.    A  peti-  tery'a    Mission   Committee   for  the  next 

lion  was  read  from  the  congregation  at  twelre  months.    The  principal  business  of 

Slockbridge  (Rev.  Dr  Davidson's),  asking  the  meeting  was  to  promote  a  revival  of 

to  be  allowed  to  remove  from  theirpreaent  religion  within  the  bounds.     Mr  Barrie, 

place  of  worship,  and   to  occupy -Queen  according  to  appointment,  gave  an  address 

Street  Hall,  and  thenceforward  to  he  called  on  the  nature  of  a  revival  of  religion,  on 

"The  Queen  Street  United  Presbyterian  the  best  means  of  obtaining  one,  and  tbe 

Cbnrch."     The  presbytery  agreed  to  sane-  hindrances    to    such    a    work    of    grace. 

tion  the  application.     Dr  Johnston  gave  Messrs  M'Luckie    and    James    II.    Scott, 

Botice  of  the  following  motion  ;— "  That  along  with  the  moderator,  conducled  the 

tliis  meeting,  while  they  freely  acknow-  devotional  exercises.     There  was  also  a 

iedge  the  efforts  of  the  City  Missionary  long  conversation  on  the  same  snhjcct. 

Society  and   of  several  congregations  to  The  attendance  of  members  and  of  the 

meet  the  spiritual  destitution  which  pre-  people  was  good.     The  next  meeting  of 

mils  in  Hiany  parts  of  the  city,  are  satis-  presbytery  was  appinted  to  bo  held  on  the 

&ti  that  very  much  yet  remains  to  be  Tuesday  after  the  second  Sabbath  of  De- 

done;  and  taking  into  serioas  considers-  camber. 

tion  the  obligation  which  lies  an  them  to  Lancashire.  —  This    presbytery   met   in 

endeavoar  to  bring  back  tbe  lapsed  masses  Brunswick  Street  church,  Manchester,  on 

to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  resolve,  as  a  Tuesday,  1st  October^— Rev,  Francis  Skin- 

presbytery,  to  take  measures  to  supply  the  ner,  moderator.     The  Rev.  J.  Riddell  of 

spiritual  destitution  which  prevails,  and  to  Moffat,  being  present,  was  invited  to  cor- 

enconrage  to  tbe  ntmolt  of  their  ability  respond.    The  clerk  read  a  letter  from  Dr 

lbs  formation  of  cbnrcbes  and  congrega-  Crichlon,  intimating  thai  be  bed  preached 

tioiis  in  localities  where  they  are  required."  at  Breck  Road,  Everton,  on  the  evening 

The  presbytery  then  adionnied.  of  Thursday,  9ih  August ;  and  afterwards 

Glasgow. — The  monthly  meeting  of  this  formed  the  station   there  into  a  regular 

presbytery  was  held  on  loth  October — Mr  congregation,  under  the  inspection  of  the 

Hay,  moderator.    The  call  from  Clapham  presbytery.    A  letter  from  the  treasurer 

con|regalion,  London,  to  Dl  Macfarlane,  of  the   congregation  was   also  read,  re- 

of  trsliine  Church,  Glasgow,  with  reasons  questing  the  presbytery  to  appoint  a  day 

fur  hia  translation  and  relative  documents,  for  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper 

*cre  laid  upon  the  table.    The  stipend  at  Everton,  and  to  nominate  a  mioi«ter 

promised  is  L.BOO.   It  was  agreed  lo  trans-  to  assist  in  the  examination  and  admission 

mil  them  to  the  congregation  of  Erskine  of  roembera.     Appointed  the  Rev.  W.  M. 

Cliarch  for  their  consideration.    The  call  Taylor  of  Boolle  to  examine  candidates 

froin  tile  Shamrock  Slreol  congregation  to  for  membarBhip,  in  conjunction  with  the 

Mr  Robert  Johustoue,  Arbroath,  was  laid  minister    snpplyiog    at  Everton,   and   to 

ipon  the  table,  signed  by  437  members,  faring  np  a  list  of  members  to  next  meel- 

Tlie  presbytery  appointed  Dr  Robson  and  ing  of  presbytery  ; — the  communion  being 

Mr  Calderwood  as  their  commissioners  to  fixed   by  him  on  snch   day  as  the  con- 

proaecute  the  call  before  the  Presbytery  of  gregation   found  moat   convenient.     Tha 

Arbroath.    Mr  A.  M'Leod,  as  convenerof  Bcv.    H.   Wallace   reported   that  Messrs 

toe  committee  appointed  at  last  meeting  Fiodlay  and  M'Laren  had  been  ordained 

01  preBbyicry  to  take  into  consideration  to  the  eldership  at  Kendal,  and  that  an 

tte  memorial  addressed  to  it  by  the  So-  efficient  session  had  thus  been  constituted, 

ciety  resontly  instituted  for  the  suppres-  The  clerk  read  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  John 

"on  of  the  social  evil,  gave  his  report.    It  Thompson,  containing  a  report  of  the  oom- 

'Ppeared  that  tjieia  are  iu  Glasgow  no  mittee  on  Christian  Union,  which  bad  been 
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adopted  U  a  meetiDi;  of  the  commiUeB  in 
Gnoge  Boad  cbnrcb,  Birkeahead,  od  ibe 
21th  September.  Ttae  preehjlerj'  received 
the  report;  bat,  arier  a,  lengthened  cnn- 
venstion,  agreed  to  remit  tbe  report  to  the 
committee,  together  with  a  cop;  of  the 
minnte  of  tbeif  appointment,  that  they 
majr  conrider  the  whole  labject  anew,  and 
report  to  next  meeting  of  preabjrierj.  It 
wa«  reported  that  the  new  place  of  wonhip 
at  Burton-on-Trent  had  been  opened  in  a 
most  aaspicions  manner  on  the  first  Sab- 
bath of  AogDBt,  and  that  since  tben  the 
attendance  and  conttibntiodB  had  been 
most  encouraging.  Letters  from  Ibe  Rev. 
Mr  Dickie  of  Aberdeen,  and  Mr  Joseph 
Corbctt,  probationer,  who  had  auppiied  at 
Barton,  were  also  read,  and  Rave  a  hopeful 
aceoont  of  the  proepe^'tj  of  the  Htation ; 
sod  the  clerk  baring  intimated  that  aeieral 
of  the  ministers  who  had  visited  Burton 
had  recommended  that  tbe  station  should 
be  congregated  viihont  dels;,  and  that 
some  ol'  the  friends  there  bad  applied  far 
information  as  to  the  steps  necessarj  for 
forming  tbem  into  a  congregation,  it  was 
agreed,  thai  if  any  regular  application 
ihotild  be  received  by  the  clerk,  a  Bpcctal 
meeting  of  prcbbj^terj  ihonld  be  held  in 
Manchester  to  eonxider  that  application, 
and,  if  it  should  he  deemed  expedient,  to 
appoint  a  minister  to  congregale  the  sta- 
tion at  Burton.  Devotional  exvrciaea 
having  special  reference  to  the  week  of 
prayer  for  revival,  appointed  by  the  Synod, 
were  condncted  bj  the  Rev,  J.  Biddell,  and 
Mr  Hardie,  elder.  The  Rer.  K.  S.  Scott 
reported  that-  he  bad  visited  Tnnley  with 
Mr  Sborihonse  of  Liverpool,  according  to 
appointment,  and  that  ihey  had  foand  the 
property  in  exeelienl  order  and  repair  ;  but 
that  further  proeedare  in  the  basiiiesB  in- 
trusted to  tbem  was,  fur  the  present,  nn- 
necessary,  as  Mr  Leslie  had  agreed  to  con- 
tinae  bis  labours  at  Tunley  for  a  lime. 
Appointed  Mr  gcott  and  Mr  Leslie  to 
matte  inquiries  about  the  original  deeds  of 
tbe  Tunley  property,  and  report.  The 
clerk  stated  that  he  bad  received  a  set  of 
boobs  for  the  examination  of  slndenu  from 
the  Synod's  committee;  and  presented  a 
proof  of  a  pnnled  label  for  inserliun  in 
each  volume,  marking  it  as  the  property  of 
the  presbytery.  Agreed  that  the  volumes 
should  be  labelled  as  suggested,  and  that 
they  should  be  placed  in  charge  of  ibe 
clerk  for  the  use  of  ibe  presbytery.  Letters 
were  read  from  tbe  Rev.  George  TLomsoB 
of  Hackney,  London,  N.E.,  and  Mr  Adam 
Hannah,  probationer,  3,  Krskine  Street, 
Liverpool,  iotimaling  that  their  services 
were  available  fur  occabiaual  anpply. 
Agreed  chat  each  congregation  should 
make  its  own  arrangements  fbr  the  usual 
auaual  mi*sionai;  letvices  in  November; 


and,  instead  of  rorming  a  committee  m     | 
missions,  agreed  llial  the  presbytery  ahoild     | 
be  the  committee,  and  the  clerk  conieiir. 
After  cuniidcralion  of  the  Synod's  Fisorif 
Address  on  reviiola,  and  the  practical  ie|;- 
geatione  which  it  conTaiai,  it  was  a|Tttd 
that  each  minkter  and  session  ifaould  Id- 
low  ont  the  proposed  plan  as  far  as  pn^ 
tjcable  and  expedient.     The   clerk')  «- 
count  for  the  half  year  was  passed;  itl 
next   ordinary    meeting   appointed  lo  be     : 
held  at  Mount  Pleasant  chnrch.  Liner- 
pool,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  D^^cember,  it 
1 1  o'clock  Aji,    Closed  niih  the  bencdic- 

i.(iiitJbn.~-This  presbytery  met  on  ihs 
aOth  of  Septembei^— Rev.  Kohert  Redjialb,  i 
moderator.  Dr  Bdmond  reported  hi^  pru- 
cednre  in  the  moderation  at  Clapbim,  anl  | 
stated  that  the  call  to  Dr  Macfiirlane  bad  ' 
bees  signed  by  thirty-sin  members  in  all, 
and  tbo  paper  of  adherence  by  eightj-nine 
ordinary  hearers.  The  presbytery  ens- 
tained  smd  concurred  willi  the  call ;  and 
appointed  Dr  Edmood  to  lay  the  tsjne,  . 
with  relative  papers,  »n  the  table  of  tbt 
Glasgow  Presbytery,  at  its  meeting  on  the 
Btb  of  October.  There  appeared  bt- 
fore  the  presbytery,  as  representatives  of 
a  nomher  of  parties  resident  in  Woolwich. 
Messrs  M'Keniie,  Yinirombe,  and  Hsf, 
and  stated  that  the^  bad  been  commik- 
sioned  by  their  constituents  to  solicit  (torn 
this  presbytery  supply  of  sermon,  with  ibc 
view  of  being  formed  into  a  songregalian 
of  ike  United  Presbyterian  Cburcb.  Id 
support  of  their  request,  ihej  stated  thatlbt 
object  of  the  applicants  was  the  exiendcii 
provision  of  Qospel  ordinaneee  in  a  large 
and  necessitous  field  ;  that  the  late  census 
showed  OS  many  as  itOOO  Scotch  familiei 
resident  in  Woolwich  and  its  neigbbanr- 
hood ;  that  the  town  generally  had  ui- 
ereased  grvally  of  late  years,  and  «bi 
inadequalely  supplied  with  churebes,  espe- 
cially of  the  Presbyterian  order,  ihcii 
being  only  one  in  the  piece,  which  vii 
fall;  and  that  a  favourable  opponuniiyt'f 
securing  a  place  of  worship,  and  milling 
an  immediate  commencement,  bad  pre- 
sented itself.  Thepresbytery,jadgia^lbi9 
application  to  possess  tsaturea  of  greil 
interest  and  hopefulness,  and  to  dewrce 
their  prompt  attention,  appoisled  J)n 
Areber  and  £dmond  a  deputation  to  Tisil 
Woolwich,  make  fnrther  inquiries  on  ib? 
spot,  mael  with  the  people  Interested,  end 
report  at  the  next  meeting.  Dr  'I'ajter 
gave  some  account  of  tbe  opening  of  AWer- 
shott  station  on  the  previous  day,  aid 
stated  that  the  attendance  had  been  Eueh 
as  to  gratify  and  eBaaurage,  amoDniing 
probably  to  190  in  the  morning,  and  lu 
nearly  twice  that  number  in  the  evening. 
llie  Ilev.  Mr  Dickie,  and  tbe  represents-     i 
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tWe  eHer   of  his  consreg'tion,  were  ap- 
pointed to  act  OS  (ba  missianarf  eomipiltee 
of  the  presbytery.    Mr  W.  B.  Thomson, 
siadent  in  theology  of  tbe  flftb  year,  wu 
triiiisferreti,  at  his  reaaest,  to  the  Proabj- 
ter/  of  EdiDbur)(h.     It  wmi  ajjreed  to  call 
tlie  attention  uf  bretbren  of  the  presbytery 
10  the  appointmant  of  SyDod,   liireciing 
tbat   there   tbould  be  speciid  praver  and 
preachingou  theanbject  ot'revii'Alibrougii- 
ODt  tho  churches,  and  to  arrange  that  a 
aeriea  of  special  pTayer-nieeiitigs  be  hold 
in  the  churches   under   ibe  inspection  of 
the  presbytery  during  the  week  of  union 
far  prayer,  designaled  by  the  appointment 
uf  Synod.   A  scheme  ofsuch  series  of  meet- 
ings was  accordinjtly  agreed  on,  to  be  in- 
timated  ia    all   tbe   coDgregations.      An 
sbstract  of  the  figance  accoUDt  of  Albion 
cungregation  was  tabled,  with  request  for 
iTansmission   uf  the  same  to   tbe   Home 
Mission  Board;  and  thepresbyteryapeedlK 
transmit,  with  reoommandatioQ.— The  pres- 
bytery met  ^ain  on  tbe  14th  October,  nnd 
was  constituted  by  Mr  Kedpaiij,  modera- 
tor.    The   depntation  appoitited  to  visit 
Woolwich    reported  thm,  kindly   accom- 
panied by  Mr  Laoghton,  member  of  tbe 
lesiioD  of  Albion,  they  had  gone  to  Wool- 
wich, met  wiih  the  people  assembled,  to 
the  number  of  200  or  upwards,  in  a  chapel 
which  they  had  nlready  leased  for  a  short 
term,  and  made  as  full  inqairies  as  seemed 
necessary  into  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
application;  the  result  being,  that  they  fell 
prepared  to  recommend  to  the  presbytery 
tliat  their  request  for  supply  of  sermon  be 
granted.       Messrs   M'Kenzie,    Hay,    and 
Campbell,  commissioners  from  the  appli- 
cants, were  then  heard,  and  laid  on  the 
table  a  paper,  containing  tbe  names  and 
addresses   of   ItM  persons,  in  very  many 
cases  heads  of  families,  who  had  agreed  to 
Join  the  station,  and  lake  sittines  in  the 
church,  if  supply  of  sermon  should  be  ob- 
tained.   The  great  majority  of  these  par- 
ties were  stated  to  have  do  churCh  mem- 
bership in  any  of  the  existing  churches  in 
Woolwich,  although    many  of   them   bad 
belonced  to   the   Estahliebed,   Free,   and 
United  Presbyterian  communions  in  Scot- 
land, ■  The  presbytery  agreed  naaTihaoiisly 
to  giant  supply  of  sermon  lo  Ibe  appli- 
cants, and  directed  the  clerk  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  services  of  a  minister  to  open 
the  station  on  Sabbath  next.    The  clerk 
rapomd  that,  in  parsnanceof  inatrnctions 
at  a  former  meeting,  he  had  written  to  Dr 
Johnston,  convenor  of  theTheologiealCom- 
niittee,  and  had  received,  as  requested,  for 
the  nee  of  the  presbytery,  copies  of  the 
volumes  used  in  the  snperintendenoe  of 
sladents  during  their  Hall  carrienlum.    A 
nepntation  from  the  congregation  of  Wells 
Sireetj  introduced  by  the  moderator,  con- 


sisting of  Messrs  Bnssell,  Danaldsop,  and 
Buchanan,  presented  to  the  presbytery  a 
copy  of  resolution  adopted  by  the  congre- 
gation at  a  late  meeting,  from  which  it  ap-  ' 
peered  tbat  the  congregation  feel  them- 
selves uuable  to  meet  the  claims  of  the 
solicitors  of  the  estate  on  which  their 
church  stands,  in  order  to  renewal  of  the 
lease  about  lo  expire,  Or  to  make  any 
offer  that  weald  be  likely  to  be  accepted. 
•They  craved  the  best  advice  of  the  presby- 
tery in  their  present  circumstances,  and 
requested  that  the  resolutions  tabled  be 
also  laid  before  the  Synod's  London  Cora- 
roiitee.  The  presbytery  having  heard 
from  the  commissioners  the  terms  asked 
for  renewal  of  the  lease  of  Wells  Street 
Church,  were  unanimously  of  opinion  thai 
it  was  impossible  to  entertain  them,  and 
that,  however  painful  it  was  to  contemplate 
tlia  abandonment  of  a  place  of  worship 
endeared  by  so  many  sacred  associations 
to  tbe  congregation  and  the  church  gene- 
rally, the  circnm stances  of  the  case  ad- 
mitted of  no  alternative.  They  agreed, 
however,  lo  transmit  the  resolution  tabled 
to  the  Synod's  Committee,  with  request 
for  their  counsel,  and  appointed  a  special 
meeting  of  the  presbytery  to  bo  held  on 
Monday  the  4th  of  November  next,  in 
Wells  Street,  for  full  conference  with  tbe 
congregation,  in  their  present  trying  poti- 
liuii,  in  order  to  discover,  if  possible,  some 
method  of  relief  from  the  embarrassments 
connected  lyith  the  impending  Ioes  of  their 
place  of  worship.  He ceived  reports,  agree- 
ably to  appointment  of  last  Synod,  as  to 
the  supphes  had  in  the  vacant  congrega- 
tions during  the  past  month;  authorized 
Dr  Taylor  to  institute  weekly  collections 
in  the  station  at  Aldcrsliott  for  the  support 
of  ordinances  there,  and  to  promote  the 
adoption  of  such  other  financial  measures 
as  may  seem  advisable.  The  Eev.  George 
Thomton  was  present,  and  on  being  asked, 
agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the  Synod, 

nister  of  ibe  denomination,  gave  assent  to 
the  qnestions  of  the  foimula  subscribed  by 
licentiates  of  the  church.  Next  ordinary 
meeting  to  be  held  on  Monday,  the  lltb 
November,  in  the  osual  place, 

Melrose. — This  presbytery  held  a  pro  re 
nata  meeting, on  the  30th  September,  and 
its  ordinary  meeting  on  the  1st  of  October. 
The  call  from  the  East  Bank  congregation, 
Hawick,  to  the  Rev.  John  Biddell  of  Mof- 
fat, was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  nnani- 
moosly  sustained.  Commissioners  from 
the  presbytery  were  appointed  to  prosecute 
the  call  before  the  Annandale  presbytery. 
iir  Brown,  student,  had  subjects  assigned 
to  him  for  examination  in  Latin,  Greek,  He- 
brew, Theology,  and  Church  History.  The 
presbytery  agreed  to  publish  the  stnlistics 
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of  the  conftregatioDs  vlthin  their  bonndi. 
An  interesting  cunveraation  took  place  on 
the  Synod's  recomineiidation  respecting 
prajer  for  a  revivBl  of  religion  in  the 
churcliES,  and  it  was  cortlisllj'  a^freed  to 
carry  out  as  far  as  posdible  the  injuocliona 
of  the  Sjnod.  The  next  meeting  of  pres- 
bytery is  to  be  beld  at  Melrose  on  Tnesday, 
the  ISch  November. 

PaisUi/  and  Greenock, — This  presbytery 
met  at  Paisley  un  Lhe  15th  October.  An 
application  on  the  part  of  Mr  8^'an,  Bon- 
hill,  for  aid  from  the  Aged  and  Inlirm 
Minietf^rB'  Fund,  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
commended and  transmitted  to  the  pres- 
bytery. The  eongregation  propoee  to  give 
L.70  a-year  to  Mr  Swan,  and  a  colleagne 
L.I  20.  Messrs  T  bom  so  a,  Kiissel,  Palerion, 
M'lnlyre,  and  Smith,  students,  were  ex- 
amined on  the  lectures  at  the  Hall,  and 
their  examinaLJons  enstaincd,  and  trials 
for  license  appointed  to  Mr  Smith.  Com- 
mittees of  examination  were  also  ap- 
pointed,— Be»-  A.  Henderson  ocniener  of 
the  Pusley  committee,  and  Hev.  A.  Mor- 
ton of  lhe  Greenock  committee.  Con- 
linaed  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to 
Bev.  James  Brown,  whose  health  was 
staled  lo  he  improving.  The  Synod's 
remit  anent  taking  the  vote  was  read. 
The  presbytery  decided  on  the  expediency 
of  adhering  to  the  present  plan.    It  was 

ing,  whether  the  meetings  of  presbytery 
should  henceforth  be  held  at  Paisley  only. 
A  day  of  thanksgiving  and  humiliation  in 
connection  with  the  harvest  was  appointed. 
Sitrlisg. — This  presbytery  met  on  Sep- 
tember  3,  when,  as  mentioned   in   the 


October  number  of  ilia  3fagaxijit,  a  aO 
from  the  West  congregation  of  Allo»  la 
Mr  John  M.  Harvey,  preacher,  was  ras- 
tained  and  concnrred  In  |  and  Mr  Gom- 
locK  having  declared  his  acceptance  oribc 
call  from  the  congregation  of  ErskiH 
Church,  and  delivered  all  his  trials  form- 
dination,  wat  appointed  to  be  ordained  oi 
September  24. — On  that  day  the  presbytfij 
met,  and  ordained  Mr  John  Tait  Go'wiii- 
lock  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  ErEkice 
Church  eongregaiiOD,  Stirling,  as  collesfne 
lo  the  Rev.  John  Steedman.  The  Rer. 
Bobert  Muir  preached,  and  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam M'Laren  presided  in  the  ordioaiion.— 
The  presbytery  held  its  ordinary  meeting 
on  October  1.  Pari  of  the  sederunt  hai 
been  appointed  to  be  devoted  to  devotii 
eaerciees,  these  were  condncted  by  the 
Rev.  James  Muir  (the  moderator),  by  the 
Hev.  Dr  M'Kerrow,  and  the  Hev,  Hoben 
Muir.  The  presbytery  granted  a  modera- 
tion to  the  congregation  of  Bannuckbnm, 
and  made  arrangements  for  lhe  exereisei  I 
of  the  studeniB  in  divinity  during  the  re-  1 
cess  of  the  Hall.  Mr  John  Mitchell  Bar-  1 
vey  intimated  his  accepCanee  of  the  call  I 
from  the  West  congregation  of  Alloa,  and 
delivered  part  of  his  trials  for  ordination. 
The  nest  meeting  of  presbytery  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  first  Tuesday  of  December. 


DiMieiide,  Fi/eiMre.^iit  Hall,  preacher 
of  the  Gospel,  called  on  the  7th  nit. 

CouMeta  iStreel,  Saltconla. — Mr  George 
Fairgrieve,  called  S2d  nit.,  as  colleagoe 
the  Ber,  D,  Bonald. 


aSnntliiii  EttrnsiiEit. 


FOREIGN  HEWS. 

Little  or  no  change  in  the  etate  of  Continental  affairs  (or  the  bygone  month  can 
be  reported.  Poland,  however,  ia  obTioualy  much  nearer  eome  bloody  laisia ;  and 
the  EiiBsian  authoritiis  are  bent  on  goading  her  on — hj  their  brutal  iDterference, 
and  their  tyrannical  BifEtem  of  harah  and  Beneeleag  restraiatB — into  a  rerolntion 
which  will  be  put  d[>wn  in  the  most  aanguinary  manner,  and  will  be  followed  by 
meaBures  that  sball  aim  at  rendering  HJiy  future  enterprise  for  national  independence 
wholly  impracticable.  The  proepecls  of  Hungary  are  much  brighter,  though  the 
Austrian  Emperor  is  not  less  determined  than  the  Czar  to  uphold  AbBolutism,  and 
the  usurpation  of  his  alien  dynasty. 

The  interriew  between  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Emperor  of  the  French  seems 
'o  have  been  a  mere  interchange  of  courtesies;  at  least  to  have  led  to  no  political 
e  Imperial  entertainer  contemplated  any  exercise  of  diplomatio  diill- 
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All  the  wakiDg  hours  epent  bj  the  twain  during  the  meeting,  were  engrossed  with 
eporte  and  amuBementB ;  and  the  "  man  of  mystery  "  did  not,  for  a  single  moment, 
try  to  fix  the  faacinationa  of  his  dull  and  flsh;  eye,  or  of  his  prominent  nose,  npon 
tUe  guest  from  Prusaia.  It  is  unfortunate,  that,  in  apite  of  the  alliance  between 
the  Royal  Hous^  of  Britain  and  FruBsia,  the  friendship  between  the  same  countries 
is,  at  present,  of  an  extremely  equiyocal  character.  As  anti-PopiBh  and  as  anti- 
Gallic,  the  twain  should  ba  closely  and  cordially  "one  flesh"  and  one  weapon  of 
war ;  still  Prussia,  forgetful  of,  and  ungrateful  for,  the  money  and  blood  which  our 
nation  expended  in  deUvering  her  and  the  whole  Continent  from  the  First  Napoleon's 
iron  oppressioti,  refuses  to  be  friendly,  and  turns  to  the  country  and  the  dynaaty 
Ibat  formerly  inflicted  on  her  such  grievous  humiliation.  The  late  chentsof  Britain 
are,  at  present,  her  bitterest  enemies. 

The  civil  war  in  America  might  have  been,  for  the  last  two  months,  iaterrnpted 
by  a  truce,  for  there  has  been  no  progress  of  host^ties ;  and  the  final  peace  is,  of 
course,  all  the  longer  delayed.  Some  deeply  interesting  accounts  of  the  state  of 
religion  in  the  Federal  army  have  just  been  published,  and  they  form  a  welcome 
contrast  with  many  odious  and  disgusting  collaterals.  The  chaplains  have  not  only 
Sabbath  services,  hut  week-day  prayer -meeting*  and  revival  gatherings  ;  and  these 
are  numerously  attended,  and  the  deportment  of  every  audience  is  both  reverent 
Mid  intensely  earnest.  Many  soldiers  and  officers  take  part  in  the  exercises,  and 
come  forward  to  narrate  modestly  their  religious  experience,  or  to  pray,  or  to  sing 
a  hymn.  If  these  chaplains  were  to  prepare  a  history  of  their  labours  during  the 
campaign,  it  would  be  an  important  contribution  to  our  rehgioua  literature. 


THE  "  DIVINE  EIGHT  "  OF  THE  KING  OF  PRUSSIA. 

At  this  king's  coronation,  he  took  the  crown  from  off  the  "  altar,"  and  with  his 
DWD  hands  placed  it  on  his  head.  Bat  he  was  not  content  (o  let  this  significant 
act  speak  for  itself ;  he  was  pleased  to  favour  his  subjects  with  a  verbal  explana- 
tion and  commentary.  He  revives  the  long-exploded  dogma  of  "  divine  right "  for 
kings,  and  maintains  that  they  are  elevated  to  the  throne,  not  by  the  will  of  the 
people,  but  by  the  special  call  and  ordination  of  Deity.  If  there  be  anything 
numan  to  correspond  and  co-operate  with  that  divine  choice,  it  is  the  will,  not  ot 
their  subjects,  but  of  those  rulers  themselves.  There  is  no  inferior  instrumentahty 
to  carry  out  God's  appointment :  hence  the  King  of  Prussia  crowns  himself,  lifting 
the  "  bauble  "  from  oS  the  altar  and  putting  it  on  bis  head  with  his  own  hands  I 
Id  this  case  there  is  such  a  stupidity  about  the  act  and  its  pretensions  as  could  not 
be  alleged  in  the  case  of  the  First  Napoleon,  who  bad  literally  raised  himself  to  the 
imperial  throne.  It  is  astonishing  that  an  enlightened  people  like  the  Germans  should 
not  only  tolerate  but  applaud  ^e  revival  of  this  absurd  claim  on  the  pari  of  the 
Prussian  monarch,  to  be  reckoned,  treated,  and  universally  obeyed  as  "  the  Lord's 
imointed." 

.  THE  RESIGNATION  OF  THE  REV.  MR  MACNAUGHT. 

This  English  Churchman,  in  resigning  his  charge  in  Liverpool,  boldly  avows  thai; 
he  has  tor  several  years  held  all  the  sceptical  rationabsm  of  the  notorious  Oxford 
Seven.  His  conscience,  slumbering  profoundly  all  that  time,  has  at  length  been 
^loused,  and  will  not  now  allow  him  to  retain  of&ce  and  its  large  emiduments  iii  » 
Church  with  which  he  has  no  doctrinal  agreement.  He  can,  he  says,  no  longer 
engage  to  believe  and  to  proclaim  the  Thiriy-nine  Articles,  since  he  has  ceased  to 
Mgard  them  as  true.  For  years  he  has  looked  upon  the  Bible  as  neither  divinely 
inspired  nor  marked  by  inf^ible  truth.  He  views  it  as  merely  human,  and  full 
™  blunders  and  exaggerations.  He  is  receiving  high  laudations  from  various 
quarters  for  his  de!ica1«  conscientiousness,  and  his  resignation  is  placed  in  contrast 
*ith  the  conduct  of  the  Oxford  Seven  and  all  their  disciples,  who  remain  in  the 
cemmunion  and  well-paid  service  of  the  Establishment.     These  are  invited  to  "  go 
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and  do  likewiae."  But,  surely,  if  Mr  Macnaught  is  to  be  praised  for  hispraetrt 
cooduct,  he  is  uot  Ices  deaerrtng  of  tlie  severest  oeDHiire  and  contempt  for  delairing 
so  many  years  to  resign  his  charge.  In  his  case,  too,  there  m  sonicthing  much 
worse,  during  those  years,  than  delay.  After  he  had  come  to  differ  entirely  witi 
the  Church's  creed,  and  to  adopt  Kationalism',  what  was  his  policy  in  the  pul[A? 
Did  he,  like  others,  continue  to  preach  the  old  gospel,  though  he  in  hia  heart  took 
it  for  "  a  cunningly  devised  fable  ?  "  No  ;  he  gradnally,  and  by  cautious  IdsLdiu- 
tioa,  unfolded  his  sceptical  views,  and  laboured  to  destroy  the  faith  which  he  wa 
solemnly  sworn  to  defend  and  advance.  In  one  aspect  this  conduct  was  more 
honest  and  manly  than  if  his  preaching  had  remained  evangelical ;  but  in  another 
it  was  still  more  cowardly  ana  treacherous,  and  the  conse>juences  are  proportion- 
lUly  more  mischievous.  He  has  indoctrinated  his  large  and  influential  congregstioD 
with  pure  Rationalism ;  he  has  michristiamzed  them,  and  made  them  like  himself. 
Hence  the  Church  of  England  has  loet  not  only  a  clergyman,  but  a  large  and  in- 
telligent city  congregation.  He  remained  until  he  had  thoroughly  perverted  hie 
flock.  At  a  meeting  of  the  latter.  Rationalism  and  the  Oxford  Essays  were  openly 
defended,  and  full  approbation  of,  and  deep  gratitude  for,  the  resigned  pastor's 
teaching  were  warmly  expressed.  A  fnnd  is  to  be  raised  by  that  congregation  to 
help  in  defraying  the  law  espensea  of  the  one  essayist  who  is  being  "  persecuted  " 
by  his  Bishop.  It  is  a  curious  point  in  connection  with  Mr  Macnaugbt's  case,  that 
thoee  of  hia  hearers  who  failed  to  be  seduced  by  his  sceptical  preaching  were 


BUCKLE  ON  CIVILISATION. 

Next  to  the  volume  of  the  Oxford  Essays  and  Reviews,  the  recent  volume  by  Mr 
Buckle,  treating  of  the  national  progress  made  in  Spain,  and  still  more  minutely 
and  offensively  of  that  made  in  Scotland,  has  called  forth  a  prodigious  amount  of 
able  and  severe  criticism.  The  book  is  an  elaborate  assault  on  our  evangeUoal 
faith,  and  its  results;  such  an  assanlt  as'a  bitter  Rationalist  or  Socinian  would 
make.  Of  the  many  admirable  replies  that  have  appeared,  one  of  the  most  racy 
and  telling  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Dr  James  Taylor,  of  Glasgow,  in  a  series  (^ 
letters  in  the  Scottish  Press,  that  deserve  a  separate  publication  for  extensive  stndj. 
His  historical  lore  is  wielded  with  keen-cutting  logic  and  trenchant  satire.  The 
Doctor  might  even  have  gone  further  than  he  has,  and  have  maintained  that  Scot- 
land, in  spite  of  poverty  and  Presbj'terianism,  "^ort  poTritch,"  and  the  "  Shorter 
Carritch,"  was,  some  generations  ago,  a  far  more  lively  and  merry  country  than 
England.  The  various  village  games  that  have  become  obsolete  show  that^  one 
scanty  population  kept  itself  warm  with  abundant  fuu.  But  why  should  MrBucUe 
have  attacked  the  religion  ot  Scotland,  when  the  evangebcal  system  is  complete^ 
tbe  same  in  England,  and  is  tbere  held  by  the  clergymen  and  members  of  all 
cborcbes,  Established  or  Dissenting  ? 
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CHEIST'S  LEGACY:   A  SERMOS. 

BT  THE  HEV.  WILLUM  FEDDIB,  D.D.,  EDINBCEGH. 

"  Fence  I  leave  with  you,  Hy  peace  I  give  auto  you :  not  bs  t}ie  vorld  giveth,  give  I  nnta 
you."— Jobs  liv.  27. 

These  worda  were  spoken  by  our  Lord  in  His  farewell  diacourse  to  His 
disciples,  at  His  last  supper,  immedialely  before  His  departure  from  the 
world.  They  have  an  evident  allusion  to  the  language  of  men,  when,  in  the 
evening  of  their  days,  they  bequeath  their  possessions  to  their  surviving  re- 
latives and  friends.  They  contain,  in  fact,  the  dying  legacy  of  the  Redeemer 
to  His  people.  When  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  Friend  of  man  and  Saviour  of 
sinners,  was  about  to  die,  He  had  no  earthly  possessions  to  leave  to  His 
friends,  in  testimony  of  His  esteem.  The  earth  aud  its  fulness  were  His  by 
right;'  and  there  was  nothing  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  Divine 
dominions  which  He  could  not  justly  call  His  own,  and  bestow  as  He  pleased 
upon  the  objects  of  His  affections.  But  though  He  was  thus  originally  rich, 
ior  our  sakes  He  had  become  poor,  and  during  His  whole  life  in  the  world 
poverty  was  His  lot.  As  the  Son  of  man,  He  had  not  so  much  as  a  place 
where  to  lay  His  head,  far  less  any  of  those  treasures  to  distribute  at  the 
hour  of  His  decease  among  His  friends,  after  which  the  men  of  the  world,  ' 
who  have  their  portion  in  this  life,  pant  so  eagerly.  Destitute,  however,  as 
He  thus  wtis  of  earthly  riches,  possessing  nothing  of  the  wealth  or  the 
honours  which  descend  from  father  to  son,  Christ  was  yet  able  to  give  a  ' 
worthy  portion  to  His  people.  Silver  and  gold  He  had  none  ;  but  such  aa 
He  had  He  gave  them  :  and  an  unspeakably  richer  inheritance  it  is  than  the 
most  princely  possessions  that  this  world  contains ;  and  infinitely  happier 
are  they  who  can  claim  a  share  in  its  blessings,  than  the  greatest  unsancltfied 
man  could  be,  though  he  were  able  to  count  among  his  treasures  all  the 
riches  of  the  East  and  West.  For,  listen  to  the  words  of  the  Bedeemer's 
testament:  "Peace,"  He  says,  "I  leave  with  you,  My  peace  I  give  unto  you: 
not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you." 

Let  us  consider  two  things :  the  blessing  which  Christ  has  bequeathed  to 

His  people — "Peace  I  leave  with' you,  My  jieace  I  give  unto  you;"  and  the 

manner  in  which  he  bestows  it — "  not  ns  the  world  giveth,  give  T  unto  you," 

L  The  Messing  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  bequeathed  to  us :    His 

peace.     This  is — 

1.  Peace  witk  God, — a  blessing  of  the  most  valuable  nature;  nay,  abso- 
lutely essential  to  all  true  or  lasting  enjoyment  If  a  man  has  not  peace 
with  God,  he  has  nothing  that  can  be  called  good  or  desirable,  even  although  ' 
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&  profusion  of  apparent  blessings  may  have  been  lavished  on  bim  by  tbe 
band  of  Providence.  If  be  baa  not  peace  with  God,  then  Goi  ia  his  enemy, 
and  eveiy  source  of  enjoyment  he  poBseBses  is  embittered  with  the  poison  of 
the  Dif'ine  curse.  For  the  permanent  possession  of  anj  good  thing  he  has 
received,  be  has  no  security ;  the  cloud  of  the  Pivine  anger  hangs  over  him : 
when  the  paUence  of  Heaven  bus  been  exhausted,  it  will  burst  upon  bis  besd; 
and  then  his  felidty  will  vanish  away  as  a  dream.  Vow,  deplorable  as  such 
a  situation  as  this  is,  it  is,  in  reality,  the  stat«  in  which  every  sinner  is  natc- 
rally  placed  with  reference  to  God.  The  relations  in  which  God  and  maa 
naturally  stand  to  each  other  are  not  those  of  peace  and  mutual  amity,  hat 
of  the  most  decided  variance  and  hostility.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  (he 
sinner,  by  disobeying  the  Divine  law  and  resisting  the  authority  of  God, 
wages  an  impotent  and  desperate  war  with  Hearen  ;  on  the  other  hand,  a 
holy  God,  whose  nature  is  essentially  and  wholly  opposed  to  sin,  cannot  bnt 
be  the  almighty  adversary  of  the  sinner.  He  is  angry  with  the  wicked 
every  day.  His  glorious  attributes  are  all  arrayed  against  him ;  His  violated 
law  and  incensed  justice  demand  his  punishment ;  tlie  hand  of.sparing  mercy 
alone  retains  the  sword  of  its  vengeance  iu  its  scabbard,  else  it  would  flame 
oat  to  destroy  the  rebel  who  dared  to  lift  up  his  arm  against  the  throne  of 
heaven.  But  behold  a  blessed  Peacemaker,  stepping  in  as  Mediator,  effects 
a  total  alteration  in  the  relations  existing  between  Iieaven  and  earth,  recon- 
ciles the  guilty  to  their  offended  Maker,  and  concludes  an  inviolable  peace 
between  God  and  man.  Christ  is  our  peace.  Standing  in  the  room  of  His 
people,  "  tbe  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  laid  upon  Him,"  and  "  He  bore 
in  His  own  body  on  the  tree  "  all  the  wrath  that  was  due  to  our  sins,  "  so 
making  peace."  By  His  atoning  sacrifice  as  the  substitute  of  sinners.  He 
removed  the  cause  of  variance  between  Ood  and  man.  He  "  took  away 
ein:"  He  expiated  its  guilt;  He  annulled  the  curse,  and  "  made  peace  by 
the  blood  of  His  cross."  In  the  death  of  the  Son  of  God,  a  full  satisfaction 
was  given  for  the  insults  offered  to  the  government  of  God  by  the  violations 
of  His  law,  the  demands  of  offended  justice  were  answered,  and  such  a  de- 
monstration was  afforded  of  tbe  Divine  hatred  of  sin,  and  fised  determination 
to  punish  it,  as  it  was  necessary  to  give  before  God  could  manifest  Himself 
to  sinners  as  "  tjie  God  of  peace,"  in  consistency  with  the  glory  of  His  per- 
fections. Never  could  He  have  been  known  by  us  in  that  gracious  and  en- 
dearing character  had  not  the  precious  blood  of  the  Redeemer  been  shed. 
"  A  consuming  fire,"  a  God  terrible  in  holiness  and  in  justice,  would  have 
been  tbe  only  name  by  which  He  could  ever  have  revealed  Himself  to  men. 
But  having,  in  the  sufferings  and  death  of  tbe  Lord  Jesus,  appeared  as  a  God 
of  awful  sanctity  and  justice,  manifesting  the  fierceness  of  His  indignation 
against  sin,  and  exacting  from  the  Substitute  the  full  claims  of  His  law  against 
the  transgressors,  He  now  proclaims  Himself  the  reconciled  God,  the  pacified 
Divinity ;  and  He  receives  tbe  guilty  into  His  favour.  The  death  of  the 
Divine  Testator  has  confirmed  His  testament,  and  peace  with  God,  the  bless- 
ing bequeathed  us  by  the  lips  of  Jesus,  bas  been  ratified  in  His  blood.  How 
precious,  how  invaluable  a  bequest  was  this  I  A  contest  between  tbe  om- 
nipotent Creator  and  tbe  workmanship  of  His  own  hands  conld  have  ended 
only  in  the  discomfiture  end  destruction  of  the  creature.  But,  blessed  be  tbe 
name  of  Jesus,  the  enmity  has  been  slain,  the  anger  of  God  bas  been  ap- 
peased, and  a  peace  established  between  heaven  and  eartb  which  secures 
safety  and  felicity  to  man,  and  everlasting  glory  to  God.  We  do  not  now 
need  to  tremble  under  the  flaming  sword  of  Jehovah  :  there  is  a  covenant 
of  peace  between  Him  and  His  people ;  we  touch  His  golden  sceptre ;  ire 


A  SEKMOX,,  5iT, 

experienceasenseof  His  favour,  and  rejoice  id  His  promises  of  mercy.    The 
blessing  wbich  Christ  has  left  us  is  also — 

2.  Peace  of  conscience.  There  is  a  kind  of  quiet  or  peace  of  conscioDce 
possessed  by  many  who  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  Christ.  Obstinate  in- 
dulgence in  a  long  coui'se  of  sin  has  so  hardened  their  hearts,  that  the  voice 
of  conscience,  because  a  thousand  times  disregarded,  has  at  last  ceased  to 
trouble  them  ;  or  the  adoption  of  erroneous  principles,  or  the  flattery  of  self- 
righteous  hopes,  has  so  deluded  and  blinded  their  minds,  that  they  never 
have  discovered  what  their  true  state  is  in  reference  to  God.  Their  con- 
sciences have  never  been  thoroughly  awakened  by  a  sense  of  guilt  to  sound 
an  alarm  in  their  ears,  to  tell  them  that  God  is  displeased  with  them,  and 
that  His  righteousness  demands  their  punishment.  But  the  peace  which  is 
produced  by  such  causes  as  these,  is  far  from  being  a  blessing  :  it  is  a  false, 
treacherous,  destructive  peace,  which  would  keep  the  soul  of  the  sinner  in 
the  sleep  of  death.  Woe  to  them  who  indulge  in  it  1  Their  tranquillity 
cannot  always  last.  Conscience  will  one  day,  like  a  frozen  viper  when  laid, 
to  the  heat,  recover  from  its  torpor,  and,  striking  its  sting  into  their  bosoms, 
will  fill  them  with  horror  and  pain  propor^oned  to  the  degree  of  their  pre- 
vious calmness  and  peace.  The  only  solid  and  enduring  peace  of  mind  is 
that  which  Christ  has  left  His  people,  and  which  is  the  result  of  faith  in  His 
atoning  blood.  If  the  conscience  be  duly  enlightened,  and  aroused  faithfully 
to  perform  its  oihce,  nothing  else  will  eSectually  pacify  it  but  the  applica- 
tion of  that  blood  to  the  soul  of  the  sinner  which  was  shed  upon  the  cross  to 
make  reconciliation  for  iniquity.  On  no  other  ground  than  the  Bedeemer's 
atonement,  received  by  faith,  is  it  possible  for  an  awakened  conscience  to 
absolve  the  criminal  from  the  guilt  of  sin,  and  cease  its  angry  accusations 
and  predictions  of  coming  judgment.  It  is  God's  deputy  in  the  sout,  and 
it  can  be  really  pacified  only  by  what  pacifies  God, — the  reception  of  the 
merit  of  that  precious  sacrifice  which  appeased  His  anger  by  satisfying  His 
justice.  So  long  as,  in  the  sight  of  the  Judge,  the  guilt  of  the  trangressor 
remaijia  marked  against  him,  ere  the  peace-speaking  blood  of  the  Lamb  has 
been  sprinkled  upon  his  soul  to  cleanse  it  from  sin,  conscience,  if  rightly 
informed,  will  refuse  to  be  silent :  it  will  arraign  the  criminal  at  the  bar  of  ' 
God,  and,  presenting  his  iniquities  in  dreadful  array  before  his  mind,  it  will 
terrify  him  with  denunciations  of  future  judgment.  It  is  only  when  to  the 
&ith  of  a  trembling  sinner  a  full  satisfaction  to  the  violated  law  has  been 
opened  up  to  view  in  the  sufferings  and  death  of  the  Lord  of  glory,  and  when, 
on  the  ground  of  this,  a  sentence  of  forgiveness  and  acquittal  has  gone  forth  _ 
from  the  Sovereign  Judge,  justifying  and  accepting  the  ungodly,  that  con- 
science, having  nothing  any  longer  to  urge,  drops  its  indictment,  and  tran- 
quillity and  peace  possess  the  mind.  "  Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have 
peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  In  those  great  and 
precious  promises,  which  the  God  of  peace  has  made  through  the  death  of. 
His  Son,  faith  sees  an  inviolable  security  against  that  wrath  of  which  con- 
science speaks  :  it  finds  there  a  reply  to  the  most  grievous  charges,  the  most 
horrid  accusations,  which  the  inward  monitor  can  make ;  and  with  joy  it 
beholds  so  solid  an  assurance  of  safety  and  felicity  as  dissipates  all  the  fears, 
and  completely  relieves  the  torment,  of  the  guilty  heart.  Let  God  but  dis- 
cover to  the  agitated  mind,  the  fulness,  the  freeness,  and  sovereign  efficacy 
of  that  fountain  which  He  has  opened  in  the  Saviour's  wounds  for  sin  and 
for  all  uncleannesa,  and  in  words  of  Divine  kindness  and  grace  say,  "  Peace, 
be  still,"  "  Fear  not,  I  am  thy  God,"  immediately  there  will  be  a  great 
calm  ;  and  the  soul  that  was  before  "like  the  troubled  sea  when  it  cannot. 


o48  chbibt'b  legAct  : 

rest,"  will  enjoy  the  sweetest  serenity.  O  how  invaluahle  a  part  of  the 
Redeemer's  testament  is  this  I  How  bountiful  a  friend  is  Jesua,  to  have  left 
US  such  a  blessing!  How  unspeakably  precious  His  blood!  How  super- 
latively rich  he  who  has  an  interest  in  it  I  How  poor  and  wretched  the 
man  who  is  a  stranger  to  that  peace  which  it  imparts  I  What  will  it  profii 
one,  to  be  surrounded  with  every  earthly  blessing,  if  his  mind,  be  ill  at 
ease — if  all  witbin  be  dark,  and  desolate,  and  joyless !  To  appearance  lie 
may  be  the  most  prosperous  man  upon  whom  the  sun  shines ;  but  if  tlie 
throes  of  a  troubled  conscience  break  his  peace,  he  may  be  actually  living  io 
hell.  Far  more  desirable,  infinitely  preferable,  is  the  lot  ff  those  who  enjoj 
a  share  in  the  dying  legacy  of  the  Redeemer,  although  to  them  every  earUil; 
source  of  comfort  should  be  shut  up  and  sealed.  "In  the  world"  believers 
may  "  have  tribuUtion,  but  in  Christ  they  have  peace."  "  Great  peace 
have  they  who  love  G^d's  law,  and  nothing  shall  offend  them,"  "The 
peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understanding,  shall  keep  their  hearts  and 
minds  through  Christ  Jesus,"  Are  there  any  of  my  readers  groaning  under 
a  guilty,  condemning  conscience,  which  brings  up  their  sins  before  their  eyes, 
and  presages  destruction  to  them  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from 
the  gloiy  of  His  power  ?  Let  them  be  persuaded  to  seek  that  remedy  to 
which  the  text  directs.  Let  them,  for  their  encouragement,  know  that 
Christ  has  died,  and  that  in  dying  He  left  to  the  objects  of  His  dying  love 
the  precious  gift  of  peace  of  conscience,  and  that  every  sinner  ia  invited  to 
claim  and  enjoy  an  interest  in  this-  blessing  by  faith.  Why  should  any 
hesitate  to  seek  it  1  Christ,  who  on  earth  bequeathed  the  blessing,  now 
lives  in  heaven  to  execute  Kis  testament ;  and  the  hand  that  is  stretched  out 
to  seek  will  certainly  obtain,  the  heart  that  is  opened  to  receive  will  assuredly 
be  filled  wUh  the  peace  of  God,  Others  as  guilty  as  you  have  found  peace 
through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  why  should  you  put  away  from  your- 
selves BO  desirable  a  privilege  ?  The  virtue  of  the  Saviour's  atonement  is 
not  yet  impaired.  His  blood  is  as  full  of  merit  and-e(Bcacy  as  when  it  was 
yet  smoking  on  Mount  Calvaryj  and  unbelief  only  will  exclude  from  a  par- 
ticipation in  that  peace,  or  any  of  those  blessings  which  that  blood  procured 
and  conveys. 

A  peace  or  order  andhoTnony  among  the  powers  of  the  soul  is  another  article 
of  the  legacy  of  ChrisL 

It  includes  peace  imth  the  good  creatures  of  God,  and  peace  ivith  one  another. 
But,  in  one  word,  and  to  biing  out  the  full  meaning  of  the  expression,  we 
also  observe  that  this  blessing  includes,  in  reality — 

3.  All  maimer  of  felicity.  "  Peace  be  with  you,"  was  the  common  form  of 
expression  used  hy  tbe  Jews  in  saluting  their  friends  when  they  met  them, 
or  when  they  parted  with  them,  in  bidding  them  farewell.  It  was  intended 
to  intimate  a  wish  that  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed  might  enjoy 
all  manner  of  happiness.  Accordingly,  the  apostles,  in  their  epistles  to  the 
churches,  when  they  salute  them  in  the  Lord,  or  close  their  correepondeuce, 
■wish  them  grace  and  peace,  by  which  they  mean  everything  good,  every- 
thing desirable.  Therefore,  when  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  parting  viik 
His  disciples,  left  them  His  peace,  we  are  to  understand  Him  aa  using  lan- 
guage of  the  most  comprehensive  import — language  expressive  of  the  large- 
ness of  the  wishes  He  felt  for  them,  and  of  the  amplitude  of  the  hlessiDgs 
they  would  obtain  by  His  death.  "I  leave  you:"  aa  if  He  had  said,  "And 
ye  are  now  sorrowing  at  My  departure,  like  friends  round  the  bed  of  the 
dying  ;  hut  I  leave  you  My  peace,  I  leave  you  all  manner  of  felicity 
this  I  am  now  about  to  purchase  for  you  hy  My  death,  and  secure  for 


■  the  . 
;for  i 
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by  My  advocacy  at  the  right  hand  of  My  Father."  Every  good  thing  that 
the  saints  receive  ia  conveyed  to  them  through  the  death  of  the  Kedeemer ; 
and  the  blesaingB  which  that  death  procured  for  them  comprehend  every 
good  thing, 'every thing  excellent,  everything  desirable — all  that  felicity, 
and  far  more  than  all  the  felicity  that  the  heart  of  man  is  able  either  to 
conceive  or  to  desife.  Not  only  do  the  blessings  resulting  from  His  death 
relate  to  the  present  world,  but  to  the  future ;  not  only  do  they  relate  to  the 
body,  but  to  the  soul ;  not  only  do  they  contain  happiness  of  the  largest 
amount,  but  of  the  most  perfect  kind.  The  fruits  of  Hia  suBerings  and  the 
gifta  of  Hia  love  comprehend  all  that  the  most  perfect  wisdom  knows  to  be 
best  for  the  believer  daring  his  temporary  abode  here,, and  unmingled 
and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  during  the  ages  of  eternity.  They  ioclude 
everything  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  body — its  safety  while  under  the 
power  of  the  grave,  its  glorious  resurrection  at  the  end  of  time,  and  its 
immortal  existence  in  glory  and  blessedness  hereafter;  together  with  the 
everlasting  life  and  unchangeable  felicity  of  the  soul,  in  all  its  powers  and 
capacities,  in  the  fullest  measure,  and  in  a  perpetually  increasing  degree. 
And  they  bestow  a  felicity  which  is  not  only  thus  unspeakable  in  magni- 
tude,  which  affects  at  once  the  body  and  the  soul,  and  which  endures  for 
ever,  but  whicli  is  also  of  the  noblest,  purest,  and  most  exalted  nature,  con- 
sisting in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  Moat  High  God  for  ever.  O  how  great 
is  the  goodness  which  Go^  has  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  Him  I  which  He 
baa  wrought  for  them  that  trust  in  Him  before  the  sons  of  men  !  How  rich 
an  inheritance  becomes  theirs  through  the  death  of  the  Redeemer  1  Peace, 
hope,  love,  joy,  safety,  comfort,  Divine  protection  and  favour ;  felicity,  com- 
plete, immutable,  everlasting,  and  pure, — all  are  theirs.  "  All  things  are 
tlieirs  J  whether  Paul,  or  Apolios,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death, 
or  things  present,  or  things  to  come;  all  are  theirs;  for  they  U'e  Christ's,  and 
Christ  is  God's." 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  show  what  valuable  blessings  are  conveyed 
to  us  in  Christ's  legacy  of  peace,  we  shall  now  inquire  into — 

n.  The  manna"  m  lohieh  He  gives  this  blessing  to  us.  "  Not  as  the  world 
giveth,  give  I  unto  you."  The  manner  in  which  Christ  gives  His  peace  to 
His  people,  differs  from  that  in  which  the  world  gives  ita  blessings  in  three 
'^pecta:  in  respect  of  wish,  He  gives  His  peace  not  like  the  world,  not  m- 
^■ncerely ;  in  respect  of  actual  benefit,  not  ineffectuaUy ;  and  in  respect  of  dura- 
tion, TUitfor  a  short  and  laicerlain  period, 

1.  Christ  gives  His  peace  to  His  people  "not  as  the  world  giveth,"  m  re- 
epect  ofiinah,notinainGereiy.  It  too  often  happens  that  the  language  in  which 
men  wish  to  each  other  health,  and  happiness  and  peace,  is  the  language  of 
mere  empty  compliment.  Words  expressive  of  the  warmest  wishes  for  the 
good  of  an  individual  have  often  no  meaning;  and  the  loudest  professions  of 
friendship,  and  the  strongest  protestatjons  of  zeal  for  the  interests  of  a  ndgh- 
bour,  are  sometimes  accompanied  with  total  indifference  to  his  most  im- 
portant concerns.  Nay,  the  language  that  seems  to  breathe  the  most  ardent 
affection,  the  looks  that  glow  apparently  with  charity  and  love,  may  be 
used  as  a  cloak  for  the  blackest  malice,  or  be  employed  as  the  instruments 
of  treachery  and  death.  But  it  was  in  a  very  different  spirit  from  that  of 
the  world  that  Christ  gave  His  peace  to  His  disciples.  The  words  uttered 
by  His  lips  were  expressive  of  the  genuine  sentiments  of  His  heart.  So  far 
was  He  Irom  using  the  language  of  cold  unmeaning  compliment,  or  of  flatter- 
ing His  poor  disciples  with  expressions  of  anxiety  for  their  welfare  which 
He  did  not  feel,  that  their  actual  attainment  of  that  felicity  which  He  pro- 
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fessedlj  wished  them  to  possess  was  the  otgect  upon  which  His  whole  de- 
sires were  bent,  the  subject  of  His  wanneat  solicitude.  How  could  He  be 
expressing  desires  for  the  happiness  of  His  people,  to  which  His  heart  w*s 
ft  atninger,  who  now,  in  evidence  of  His  love,  was  for  their  sakes  hastening 
to  Gethsemane  and  Calvary  1  How  could  He  be  insincere  in  wishing  them 
the  possession  of  that  felicity,  to  purchase  which  for  ihem  He  was  about 
to  expoaeHimself  to  the  fury  of  avenging  justice,  and  die  the  accursed  death 
of  the  cross  7  The  happiness  of  His  people  was,  in  fact,  the  subject  which 
had  been  nearest  the  heart  of  the  Saviour  from  eternity ;  it  had  been  the 
■  motive  for  Him  to  vail  His  glory  and  descend  to  the  world  ;  it  had  been  the 
aim  of  His  entire  life  here  below,  and  it  was  the  object  to  gain  which  He 
was  now  about  to  encounter  the  horrors  of  the  hour  and  power  of  dark- 
'  nesB.  Let  sinful  men  be  persuaded  to  believe  that  the  Saviour  was  indeed 
sincere  In  leaving  them  the  gift  of  His  peace,  and  that  }Ie  is  now  sincere  io 
offering  it  for  their  acceptance.  If  they  are  not  yet  partakers  of  Hia  salva- 
tion, it  is  from  no  want  of  willingness  on  the  part  of  Christ  to  bestow  it ;  it 
arises  wholly  from  their  disinclination  to  receive  it.  Having  voluntarily 
suffered  the  flames  of  Divine  wrath  to  kjndio  upon  Him  as  their  sacrifice ; 
having  bared  His  own  breast,  as  their  surety,  to  the  stroke  of  justice,  and  gone 
down  to  the  grave  in  ignominy  that  He  might  rise  again  in  triumph,  wilh 
the  giil  of  eternal  life  in  His  hand, — Hts  truth.  His  sincerity,  His  earnestness 
in  offering  them  the  fruit  of  so  dear  a  purchase,  are  placed  beyond  a  doubt. 
The  final  condemnation  of  the  ungodly  will  be  their  own  doing  ;  the  ^nner 
will  perish  by  his  own  folly  :  he  will  not  come  to  Christ,  that  he  may  have 
life ;  he  refuses  a  salvation  placed  within  his  reach,  and  sincerely  pressed  on 
'  his  acceptance.' 

2,  Christ  gives  His  peace  to  His  people,  "  not  as  the  world  giveth,"  in 
point  of  actual  betiefit,  not  meffectually.  To  what  do  any  expressions  of  good- 
will and  kindness  among  men  amount,  even  when  they  are  most  sincere,  but 
just  to  a  wish  on  the  part  of  one  feeble  worm  of  the  dust  for  the  happiness 
_  of  another?  The  most  earnest  desire  one  can  feel,  nay,  the  most  zealous 
endeavours  one  can  use  in  behalf  of  another,  are  in  themselves  wholly 
impotent  and  vain,  and  unable  to  confer  the  most  transient  felicity.  Were 
the  whole  world  to  combine  to  secure  the  happiness  of  a  single  individual, 
and  were  every  means  of  enjoyment  supplied  him  which  this  earth  con- 
tains, he  could  not  have  one  hour  of  real  peace  or  comfort  were  that  denied 
him  from  above.  Christ,  however,  gives  His  peace  to  Hia  people  not  in 
■  barren  words  or  in  wish  only ;  He  gives  it  eifectually.  With  His  wish  the 
energies  of  Omnipotence  concur,  and  irresistibly  accomplish  its  object.  The 
hand  of  the  Divine  Bedeemer  is  as  able  to  bestow  upon  them  supreme  feli- 
city, as  His  heart  is  willing  that  they  should  enjoy  it.  While  the  gift  of 
His  peace  is  an  expression  of  His  divine  benevolence,  it  is  also  an  act  of 
His  sovereign  power.  The  blessings  He  pronounced  on  His  people  with 
His  lips  ere  He  left  the  world,  are  conveyed  to  their  souls  by  the  efficacy 
of  His  grace.  All  power  is  given  to  Him,  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  The 
salvation  which  He  purchased  is  placed  at  His  disposal,  and  applied  by  the 
influence  of  His  Spirit.  What  can  prove  a  hindrance  to  its  enjoyment  t  for 
who  can  resist  the  execution  of  His  will*  By  the  working  of  that  mighty 
power  by  which  He  administers  the  testament,  He  can  bend  every  opposing 
power  to  the  furtherance  of  Hia  deaigns.  Kone  can  curse  those  whom  He 
has  blessed.  No  created  power  can  break  the  peace  or  prevent  the  final 
felicity  of  the  objects  of  His  love.  Kven  in  the  tnidst  of  the  utmost  out- 
ward tribulation  and  disorder,  when  all  things  seem  combined  to  destroy 
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their  bappineas,  He  can  "  speak  peace  to  Hia  people  and  to  His  saints,"  aoA 
shed  into  their  hearts  the  calmness  and  joy  of  heaven.  Thus  Christ  gives 
His  peace  to  His  people  in  a  manner  vholly  unparalleled.  When  tfaa 
ancient  patriarchs,  whose  lives  are  recorded  in  Scripture,  gave  their  dying 
blesainga  to  their  children,  they  were  unable  to  impart  the  Fature  good  of  which 
they  spoke.  It  was  only  a  prediction  ;  or  it  was  a  solemn  form  of  prayer 
which  on  these  occasions  they  uttered,  the  answer  to  which  depended  wholly 
upon  the  good  pleasure  of  God,  but  which  they,  in  the  full  assurance  of 
fititii,  prophesied  would  be  certainly  realized.  When  the  Redeemer,  how- 
ever, uttered  His  parting  benediction,  He  spoke  with  authority.  The  peace 
He  gave  was  His  own :  it  was  a  peace  which  His  own  blood  had  merited, 
and  which  Hia  own  Spirit  would  apply ;  a  peace  which  all  His  genuine  dis- 
ciples will  taste  the  first  fruits  of  in  this  world,  and  of  which  they  will  re- 
ceive the  full  fruition  in  the  world  to  come. 

3.  Christ  gives  His  peace  not  as  the  world  givelh,  in  reelect  of  duraiionf 
not  for  a  short  and  vnceiltdn  Moson.  The  peace  which  the  world  gives,  even 
'when  actually  enjoyed,  is  at  best  but  transient,  granted  for  a  fleeting  mo- 
ment ;  and  when  that  moment  is  gone,  taken  away  for  ever.  In  their  own 
nature,  all  the  blessings  of  time  are  perishing.  The  richest  worldly  inherit- 
ance is  such,  that  moth  or  rust  may  corrupt  it,  or  thieves  may  break  through 
and  steal  it ;  or  if  during  life  we  retain  it  in  ouv  possession,  death,  with  un- 
relenting band,  will  tear  it  from  our  grasp  at  last,  and,  if  not  provided  with 
more  durable  riches,  leave  us  naked,  and  poor,  and  miserable.  The  precious 
blessings,  however,  which  the  unmerited  bounty  of  the  Kedeemcr  has  left 
QS,  are  not  lent  for  a  limited  period,  the  extent  of  which  is  to  us  unknown, 
then  to  pass  out  of  our  possession.  The  good  contained  in  Hia  peace  is  of 
a  permanent  and  imperishable  nature,  and  is  given  to  be  enjoyed  for  ever. 
No  event  can  take  it  from  its  possessor  during  the  whole  course  of  his  life 
in  this  worid  ;  he  cannot  be  bereaved  of  it  in  the  hour  of  death,  come  when 
it  will :  it  will  be  his,  and  render  him  unspeakably  blessed,  during  the  ages 
of  eternity.  For  such  a  boundless  period  of  duration  is  it  freely  granted 
by  the  Redeemer  to  His  people.  Nor  can  the  testament  through  which 
they  obtain  it  be  annulled  or  altered,  or  its  provisions  be  unfulfilled ;  for 
the  gifts  and  callings  of  God  are  without  repentance.  The  merit  of  that 
atoning  blood  by  which  the  deed  was  ratified,  is  everlasting ;  the  sayings 
of  that  blessed  book  that  records  it  are  all  faithful  and  true.  Happy,  thrice 
happy,  they  that  possess  the  peace  of  Christ !  The  most  valuable  blessings 
which  a  creature  can  enjoy  is  theirs.  Everything  that  the  moat  enlarged 
and  enlightened  mind  could  desire  is  theirs.  Theirs  is  a  blessing  which  will 
compensate  for  every  want;  which  will  prove  more  than  an  equivalent  for 
the  loss  of  all  earthly  wealth,  of  all  earthly  grandeur,  of  all  earthly  felicity  } 
a  blessing,  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  wliich,  as  freely  bestowed  on  all  who 
seek  it,  should  render  every  situation  agreeable,  every  difficulty  surmount- 
able, every  affliction  more  than  tolerable, — which  shoold  make  life  happy, 
and  death  triumphant;  a  blessing,  in  fine,  which  shall  endure  when  all 
worldly  pleasures  have  passed  away,  and  when  all  worldly  pains  are  for- 
gotten. Time  lays  its  destroying  hand  on  everything  elae,  but  not  on  this. 
Death  separates  from  every  other  source  of  enjoyment,  but  not  from  this. 
"  The  mountains  may  depart,  and  the  everlasting  hills  may  be  removed ;  but 
My  kindness  shall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither  shall  the  covenant  of  My 
peace  be  removed."  Shall  sin  he  allowed  eventually  to  destroy  the  peace 
which  Christ  gives  to  Uis  own  ?  No.  It  is  true,  "  there  is  not  a  juat  man 
on  earth,  who  doeth  good  and  sinneth  not."     The  corrnpUon  which  still 
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dwells  in  the  bearta  of  ttie  holiest  of  men,  often  breaks  oat  to  defile  tlieir 
consciences  and  mai-  their  peace.  But  it  ^all  not  be  so  for  ever.  There  is 
an  Advocate  with  tbe  Father,  Jesue  Christ  the  Righteous,  who  will  miuD- 
tain  hj  His  dailj  intercession  the  peace  which  He  made  by  the  blood  of  His 
cross ;  and  will  at  last  eradicate  from  the  hearts  of  beUevers  those  roots 
of  bitterness  Troin  which  chiefly  discord  and  disquiet  arise.  Shall  Satan  bt 
perxnitted  to  efiect  their  ultimate  ruin  ?  No.  Great  indeed  is  his  power, 
and  fervent  is  bis  inclination  to  do  them  wrong ;  and  for  a  while  he  may 
obtain  partial  triumphs  over  tbe  inheritance  of  the  Lord.  But  "  the  God  of 
peace  shall  bruise  Satan  under  their  feet  shortly,"  and  place  them  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  assaults.  Who,  then,  is  able  to  deprive  tbe  believer  of  the 
gift  of  the  Redeemer's  grar«  !  None.  He  may  defy  the  rege  of  the  world, 
and  the  malice  of  hell.  He  may  wait  for  the  appearance  of  tbe  king  of  ter- 
rors with  calmness,  be  may  engage  in  the  last  conflict  with  fortitude,  and 
depart  in,  peace ;  nothing  shall  prevent  his  final  entrance  into  tbe  land  of 
rest ;  and  there  be  shall  dwell  for  ever  in  undisturbed  repose,  removed  Ikr 
beyond  the  very  sound  of  the  shoutings  of  his  enemies,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
perpetual  peace.  "  My  people,  saitb  God,  shall  dwell  in  peaceable  habita- 
tions, and  in  sure  dwellings,  and  in  quiet  resting  places :  and  the  work  of 
righteonsness  shall  be  peace;  and  the  effect  of  righteousness,  quietness  and 
assurance  for  ever." 

The  practical  lessons  from  this  subject  are  uumerous  and  important.  We 
confine  your  attention  to  two. 

1.  What  a  sum  of  gratitude  do  we  owe  tbe  Redeemer  for  His  l^acy  of 
peace !  This  blessing,  experienced  by  believers  in  part  in  this  world,  and 
hoped  for  in  full  measure  hereafter,  is  Christ's  peace,  altogether  His ;  tlie 
purchase  of  His  blood,  the  gift  of  His  bounty,  the  effect  of  His  grace.  !\eTer 
let  believers  forget,  that  to  Him  alone  it  is  owing;  that,  unmerited  and 
unsolicited  on  our  part,  it  was  freely  bequeathed  by  His  sovereign  compas- 
sion, and  earned  by  His  labours,  agonies,  and  death  ;  and  that  to  Him  all 
that  gratitude  is  due  which  a  blessing  obtained  by  such  means,  and  bestowed 
in  such  a  manner  upon  ci'eatures  so  helpless  and  undeserving,  ought  un- 
doubtedly to  inspire.  If  it  had  not  been  that  He  made  reconciliation  for 
iniquity,  what  must  now  have  been  our  doom  1  We  could  not  have  seen  the 
face  of  God,  except  clothed  with  a  frown  :  tbe  effects  of  His  displeasure 
must  have  for  ever  preyed  upon  our  souls,  rendering  our  very  existence  a 
curse ;  and  conscience  would  have  added  to  all  this  the  stinging  thought, 
that  all  this  misery  was  deserved.  How  high,  then,  should  the  maker  of  a 
peace  consisting  of  deliverance  from  evils  of  such  frightful  magnitude,  stand 
in  our  esteem  and  love  !  What  overwhelming  obligations  to  gratitnde  should 
we  feel  ourselves  laid  under  by  His  kindness  !  We  could  never  have  obtained 
by  exertions  of  our  own,  that  peace  which  He  has  bequeathed  us.  Were  the 
angels,  who,  by  their  rebellion,  made  God  their  enemy,  ever  able  to  reiustate 
themselves  in  His  favour,  and  recover  lost  peace  T  No.  And  as  little  could 
we  have  found  a  moment's  comfort  by  resisting  or  escaping  from  His  baud. 
We  have  peace,  solely  because  Christ  has  given  it  to  us,  while  He  withheld 
it  from  them ;  because,  while  He  suffered  them  to  sinlc,  under  the  conse- 
quences of  their  sins,  into  the  perdition  of  eternal  fire.  He  interposed  Bis 
own  sacred  human  nature  betwixt  us  and  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  and  re- 
conciled us  in  the  body  of  His  flesh  through  death.  Such  an  instance  of 
stupendous  and  distinguishing  grace  should  surely  induce  us  to  count  nothing 
too  much  to  be  done  or  suffered  for  His  sake. 

2.  What  earnest  atlendon  should  we  give  to  the  Gospel  which  reveab 
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and  presents  to  us  the  gift  of  peace !  Surelj  it  must  be  important  to  know 
and  do  the  things  which  belong  to  our  eternal  peace.  It  will  be  sad  indeed  to 
deprive  ourselves  of  n  gift  of  sach  value,  to  put  away  from  us  blessings  which 
the  Saviour  brings  near ;  and  while  He,  in  the  Gospel  of  reconciliation, 
presses  these  earnestly  upon  our  ticceptance,  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  Hia 
entreating  voice,  to  speak  peace  to  our  souls,  and  persuade  ourselves  that 
we  are  safe.  If  we  imagine,  upon  any  ground  whatever,  that  we  may 
securely  continue  in  our  sins,  trifling  with  the  offers  of  an  interest  in  Christ  s 
dying  bequest,  we  are  practising  fe&rful  self-deception.  "  There  is  no  peace, 
saith  my  God,  to  the  wicked" — no  peace  for  them  in  this  world,  no  peace 
at  death,  no  peace  throughout  eternity.  They  have  often,  no  doubt,  a  kind 
of  peace  here.  But  bow  vain  and  evanescent !  It  rests  solely  on  the  con- 
clusions of  ignorance  or  error  ;  it  is  maintained  only  by  the  suggestions  of 
flattery  and  the  deceits  of  Satan.  Will  it  stand  the  test  of  a  dying  hour, 
when  all  the  objects  which  produced  it  are  retiring  from  view,  and  the 
'world  itself  fading  away  before  our  eyes  T  Will  the  peace  of  the  ungodly 
continue  when  death  approaches,  not,  as  he  comes  to  the  Christian,  robbed 
of  his  sting  and  powerless,  but  clad  in  all  his  native  horrors  as  the  messenger 
of  evil  ?  Even  at  that  hour  a  certain  dreadful  kind  of  peace  may  infatuate 
the  sinner's  soul.  But  will  he,  can  he,  have  peace  when  at  last  his  prison 
walls  fall  down,  and  his  naked  spirit  is  ushered  into  the  eternal  world! 
Will  he  continue  to  have  peace  amid  devouring  flames — ineveriasting  burn- 
ings?— when  God,  appearing  as  his  implacable  foe,  pours  His  wrath  into 
his  soul  f  Alas,  all  that  belonged  to  his  peace  is  now  hid  irom  his  eyes  for 
ever!     He  knew  not  the  day  of  his  visitation. 

Befuse  not,  then,  the  gift  of  peace  while  it  is  not  yet  too  late.  Hearken 
to  the  offers  of  mercy.  Do  not  hush  the  voice  of  conscience  by  worldly 
expedients,  saying,  Peace,  peace,  while  there  is  no  peace ;  but  let  that  peace 
be  the  object  of  pursuit  which  the  Gospel  proclaims.  Acquaint  thyself 
now  with  God,  and  be  at  peace,  and  thereby  good  shall  come  unto  thee. 
Seek  the  peace  and  joy  of  believing.  This  is  a  peace  which  shall  never 
iail.  A  view  of  hell  need  not  disturb  this  peace  ;  it  will  abide  the  terrors 
of  judgment  And  this  pfiace  Jesus  announces,  offers,  and  entreats  all  to 
receive,  in  all  its  fulness  and  excellence,  without  money  and  without  price. 
When  He  came  into  the  world  in  person,  "He  came  and  preached  peace  to 
them  that  were  afar  off,  and  to  them  that  were  nigh."  And  now,  though 
He  Himself  is  removed  from  the  earth.  He  makes  the  same  proclamation  by 
His  ambasaadors ;  "  for  to  them  He  hath  committed  the  word  of  recon- 
ciliation ;  to  wit,  that  God  was  in  Christ,  tecondling  the  world  unto  Him- 
self, and  not  imputing  to;  men  their  trespasses."  "  Now  then  we  are  am- 
bassadors for  Christ,  and  as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us  :  we  pray 
you  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God."  "The  Lord  of  peace 
Himself  give  us  peace  always  by  all  means."    Amen. 


A  VlSrr  TO  POMPEH. 


The  traveller  who  has  wandered  amid  the  ruins  of  ancient  Borne  will  not 
readily  forget  the  melancholy  feelings  which  they  excited.  The  palaces 
where  once  the  monarchs  of  the  world  dwelt  in  pomp  and  luxury,  have 
become  the  abodes  of  noisome  creatures.  The  halls  that  echoed  the  sweet 
sounds  of  music,  and  the  shouts  of  mirth,  are  now  silent  as  the  grave.  The 
statues,  pictufes,  fountains,  once  the  pride  of  their  possessors,  are  defaced 
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or  destroyed  by  the  mde  luind  «f  time,  or  removed  to  securer  places.  The 
roofs  are  destroyed,  tbe  walls  are  fast  crumbling  in  decay,  irhile  the  ivy 
spreads  over  them  its  green  mantle  to  hide  their  deformity.  The  tempin, 
-where  superstition  once  reigned  over  countless  throngs,  are  deserted  and 
fallen.  The  oracle  is  dumb.  The  glory  has  departed.  A  few  pillais, 
shattered  or  broken,  are  all  that  indicate  the  plan  of  some  tnagnificesl 
edifice ;  while  others  He  buried  in  the  duet,  or,  still  uncovered,  are  gradu- 
ally carried  away  in  pieces  by  eager  relic-seekerB.  The  Forum,  where  the 
citizens,  in  the  days  of  freedom,  listened  to  the  appeals  of  their  worid- 
rfnowned  orators,  or  discussed  together  schemes  of  aggrandisement  and 
conquest,  is  now  covered  with  ruins  and  overgrown  with  weeds,  nnd  has 
become  a  waste  place  where  oxen  feed,  and  idle  peasants  lounge.  Over 
the  whole  extent  of  this  city,  desolation  and  ruin  hold  sway,  and  fill  the 
thoughtful  visitor  with  melancholy  musings.  Still  more  vivid  and  stArtling, 
however,  is  the  impression  which  will  probably  be  made  upon  £im  as  he 
walks  along  the  deserted  streets  of  Pompeii.  Both  in  Home  and  here,  he 
is  reminded  of  a  citj  once  populous  and  flourishiog,  now  ruined  and  deso- 
late; but  in  the  former  the  destruction  appears  to  have  been  only  gradual. 
The  accumulations  of  rubbish,  which  have  raised  the  ground  twelve  feet 
above  its  former  level,  and  buried  beneath  them  fallen  pillars  and  broken 
ornaments,  indicate  a  long-continued  period  of  gradual  destruction  and 
decay.  In  the  latter,  however,  the  fresh  appearance  of  the  houses,  the 
streets  still  bearing  the  marks  of  the  chariot-w heels,  as  if  it  were  but  yester- 
day since  they  had  passed  along,  show  plainly  that  the  destruction  had 
come  upon  the  city  suddenly,  covering  it  up,  and  sealing  it  hermetically,  to 
preserve  the  view  of  it  for  distant  generations.  In  the  former,  when  we 
try  to  realize  the  city  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  its  splendour,  the  imagination, 
filled  with  tbe  scone  of  varied  ruin  presented  to  the  eye,  first  carries  us  back 
through  all  the  desolation  and  neglect  of  the  dark  ages,  and  the  wild  ravages 
of  the  Vandals  and  Goths,  ere  we  behold  the  spectacle  of  Rome,  the  mis- 
tress of  the  world ;  in  the  latter,  we  are  transported,  as  if  in  a,  moment, 
through  the  long  reach  of  eighteen  centuries,  and  see  before  us,  as  it  then 
appeared,  the  city  where  the  devotees  of  gaiety,  of  pleasure,  of  superstition, 
pursued  their  mocking  phantoms.  In  the  former,  we  trace  the  devastations 
wrought  by  men,  striving  by  fire  and  sword  to  destroy  the  strength  of  their 
foes ;  in  the  latter,  we  feel  that  God's  own  arm  has  been  laid  bare  to  ful^l 
His  mysterious  purposes. 

Pompeii  is  situate  thirteen  miles  south-east  from  Naples,  and  five  miles 
from  Vesuvius.  It  was  of  considerable  size,  extending  within  the  walls 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth.  Out- 
side, a  military  colony  was  established  by  Sylla,  after  it  bad  become  allied  to 
Rome  as  a  free  city,  to  be  a  check  upon  the  citizens  in  case  they  should 
again  become  hostile.  This  colony  was  afterwards  considerably  increased, 
by  a  number  of  disbanded  veterans,  in  the  time  of  Augustus,  and  received 
in  consequence  the  name  of  Augusta  Felix.  Tft  5-5  a.d,  Pompeii  itself  was 
made  a  Roman  colony,  and  the  bonds  of  connection  were  thus  drawn  closer 
than  ever.  Even  before  this,  however,  it  was  a  favourite  resort  of  the 
wealthy  Romans.  It  possessed  advantages  such  as  few  places  could  boast 
of.  Although  now  about  two  miles  from  the  sea,  its  walb  were  then  washed 
by  it  on  two  sides,  the  south  and  the  west ;  and  rings  are  pointed  oot  in 
the  wall,  to  which  ships  are  said  to  have  been  fastened.  On  the  east  side, 
it  was  bounded  fay  the  Samus,  which  is  now  a  small  sU'eam,  but  seems  to 
have  been  formerly  navigable  for  some  distance.    It  was  buUt  on  a  bed  of 
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lava,  irliich  at  some  far  distant  period  had  been  thrown  up  by  the  volcanic 
fires,  and  occupied  a  somewhat  elevated  and  insulated  position  ;  and  if  the 
great  eruption  of  the  year  79,  which  destroyed  it,  had  sent  forth  streams  of 
l&va,  instead  of  sho^vers  of  aiihee,  it  would  probably  have  escaped  its  pre- 
sent doom.  Before  that  event,  t^ere  ««n  ooni|nratively  few  who  knew 
what  had  been  the  real  character  of  the  mountain  in  the  past,  and  fewer 
still  who  had  any  expeutation  that  its  volcanic  activity  would  agnin  return. 
The  soil  around  it,  even  near  the  top,  was  most  fertile  ;  vineyards  flouiished 
in  great  profusion ;  and  many  villas,  built  by  wealthy  nobles,  who  were 
allured  to  this  spot  by  the  advantages  it  possessed,  presented  the  highest 
adomments  of  art,  and  mingled  gracefully  with  the  charms  of  nature  around 
them.  Among  these  was  the  villa  of  Cicero,  in  the  Augustan  suburb, 
where  he  composed  his  well-known  treatise,  "The  Offices."  In  Pompeii 
the  philosopher  Seneca  spent  his  youthful  years.  Phiedrus,  whose  version 
of  ^sop's  Fables  is  known  to  every  schoolboy,  resided  for  a  time  in  it,  to 
escape  the  persecution  of  Sejanus,  a  tyrannous  minister  under  Tiberius ; 
and  DruBus,  a  son  of  the  Emperor  Claudius,  met  his  death  here  in  the  act 
of  swallowing  a  pear.  It  was  a  city  to  which  men  of  all  characters  were 
attracted  by  the  pursuit  of  pleasure.  Statesmen  sought  here  relaxation 
4rom  the  cares  of  office  j  wealthy  spendthrifts  found  it  most  congenial  to 
their  habits ;  and  needy  gamesters  followed  in  their  wake,  as  llie  raven 
follows  its  expected  prey. 

In  the  flixly-third  year  of  the  Christian  era,  a  fearful  shock  of  earthquake 
gave  ominous  warning  that  the  subterranean  fires,  which  had  slumbered  so 
long,  were  not  altogether  extinguished.  It  was  felt  severely  both  in  Pom- 
peii and  in  the  neighbouring  city  of  Herculaneum.  It  is  said  that  600 
aheep  were  swallowed  up  by  it,  many  buildings  thrown  down,  and  many 
persons  deprived  of  their  reason.  The  inhabitants  fled  from  the  city  in 
terror,  but  returned  in  three  months.  The  following  year  the  same  thing 
happened,  even  more  destructively ;  and  shocks  were  felt  at  intervals  during 
the  next  fifteen  years.  The  evidence  of  these  disturbances  is  still  seen  in 
the  mosaic  floors  of  some  of  the  houses,  which  appear'to  have  been  broken 
by  them,  and  afterwards  repaired  imperfectly.  In  the  year  79,  the  final 
stroke  was  dealt.  The  fires,  which  had  been  gathering  force,  were  no 
longer  to  be  restrained  in  the  caverns  beneath.  At  first,  a  cloud,  of  smoke 
was  seen  upon  the  top  of  the  mountRiD.  Showers  of  ashes,  and  stones  of 
many  kinds,  were  poured  forth,  which  spread  for  miles.  Hot  steam  came 
up  in  great  clouds,  and,  being  soon  changed  into  water,  brought  down  with 
it  the  light  ashes  that  floated  in  the  air,  and  thus  formed  a  muddy  covering, 
extending  over  many  miles.  Pompeii  and  Herculaneum  were  in  ibis  way 
overspread.  Dark  clouds,  from  which  the  fitful  lightning  flashed,  added  to 
the  terror  of  the  people,  and  In  despair  they  fled  from  the  city,  to  seek 
safety  in  the  open  fields.  The  sea  fled  back  from  its  former  boundary  to 
the  distance  of  two  miles  ;  and  even  the  fish  were  left  behind  on  the  new- 
formed  shore.  The  streets  and  houses  seem  to  have  been  covered,  but  not 
very  deeply  at  first.  Many,  therefore,  returned  to  take  away  valuables, 
which  in  their  hurry  they  had  left  behind ;  and,  no  doubt,  many  others, 
who  had  no  valuables  to  leave,  or  perhaps  had  not  lived  there  at  all,  dug 
through  this  incumbent  layer,  and  carried  oft'  whatever  they  could  find, 
leaving  the  marks  of  their  search,  which  remained  during  many  ages,  and 
attracted  notice  when  the  city  was  excavated.  There  appear  to  have  been' 
other  layers  deposited  above  the  first,  until  the  whole  city  was  buried  to 
the  depih  of  ten  or  twelve  feet.     Villages  were  built  over  this  site ;  and 
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gradually  the  name  of  the  ci^  itself  seems  to  have  been  foi^tten.  These 
villages  were  probably  destroyed  in  the  erapdou  of  472,  and  the  place  was 
then  abandoned. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  surprise  how  this  city  was  allowed  to  remain  u 
long  without  any  attempt  being  made  to  excavate  it,  and  even  without  tU 
remembrance  of  it  being  preserved.  For  1676  years  it  lay  buried,  and 
almost  unknown ;  and  even  when  indications  of  it  were  discovered,  they 
failed  to  excite  much  curiosity.  In  the  year  1592,  a  celebrated  architect, 
Domittico  Fontana,  was  employed  to  bring  water  fVom  the  Samns  to  the 
town  of  Torre  dell'  Annuniiata,  and  for  this  purpose  led  a  subterranean 
canal  through  the  site  of  Pompeii,  In  making  it,  he  came  in  contact  with 
numerous  built  walls,  which  indicated  the  existence  of  houses  in  this  place ; 
but  that  seems  to  have  attracted  no  special  attention.  It  was  not  till  tbe 
year  1748  that  general  interest  was  awakened  in  it,  in  consequence  of  a 
countryman,  when  di^ng  a  well,  having  come  upon  a  painted  chamber, 
containing  statues  and  other  ornaments,  which  he  brought  up  from  their 
long  concealment,  Charles  of  Bourbon,  the  Eing  of  Naples,  accordingly 
gave  orders  that  the  city  should  be  excavated  ;  and  in  1755  the  great 
amphitheatre  was  freed  ni>m  its  ashy  covering.  Since  that  time,  operations 
have  been  carried  on  with  more  or  less  regularity,  but  the  work  has  been 
slow ;  and  even  yet  a  very  great  deal  remains  to  be  done  hefore  we  can 
know  all  the  wonders  of  tbis  ancient  city. 

The  city  was  surrounded  by  two  walls,  with  an  earthen  mound,  fourteen 
feet  broad,  filling  up  the  space  between  them.  There  were  six  gates,  and 
twelve  high  towers  at  irregular  intervals.  Before  we  enter  the  city  by  the 
Herculaneum  gate,  we  must  first  pass  along  a  curious  street,  called  the 
Street  of  the  Tombs,  on  both  sides  of  which,  along  its  whole  extent,  are  tombs 
of  every  description.  Some  of  these  are  large,  massive  buildings,  within 
which  urus,  containing  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  were  found,  and  sculptures 
and  inscriptions  of  every  kind.  The  bodies  were  usually  burnt  within  a 
small  square  enclosure,  t^ed  the  Usirma,  near  by,  of  which  several  speci- 
mens have  been  discovered,  and  only  the  ashes  were  preserved.  lu  erecting 
their  tombs  outside  of  the  city,  they  were,  no  doubt,  influenced  by  sanitary 
considerations,  of  which,  till  lately,  the  people  in  this  country  were  so 
neglectful ;  at  the  same  time,  they  had  a  desire  to  erect  such  memorials  of 
departed  worth  in  a  conspicuous  place,  and  cbose  for  this  purpose  the  chief 
entrance  of  the  city.  At  the  commencement  of  this  street  stands  the  villa 
of  Diomede,  so  designated  from  the  circumstance  of  a  tomb  bearing  this 
name  being  observed  near  it.  Indeed,  the  names  by  which  the  streets  and 
houses  in  Pompeii  are  distinguished  have  been  given  irequently  from  trifling 
ciiyjumstances ;  sometimes  from  inscriptions,  paintings,  or  other  relics  found 
in  them,  or  from  any  distinguished  person  who  was  present  when  it  was 
excavated.  Most  of  them  are  capricious,  and  many  incorrect.  This  villa 
of  Diomede  is  reckoned  the  largest  and  most  adorned  of  ^ny  that  has  been 
discovered.  We  shall  presently  notice  the  general  arrangements  that  are 
observable  in  the  bouses  of  Pompeii,  and  need  not,  therefore,  describe  this 
one  in  detail.  We  may  only  notice,  in  connection  with  it,  the  affecting 
spectacle  which  was  disclosed  when  it  was  excavated.  Near  the  garden 
gate  were  found  two  skeletons — one  evidently  that  of  the  owner  himself 
for  he  held  even  still  within  his  bony  gripe  the  key  of  the  mansion  j  the 
other  that  of  a  servant,  bearing  a  purse  containing  a  hundred  gold  and 
silver  coins,  and  some  vases  of  silver.  They  were  apparently  making 
their  escape  towards  the  sea,  when,  like  Lot's  wife,  they  were  stopped  by 
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1  around  them.  'Within- the  cellars  were 
)  were  skeletons  of  children,  and  retained 
on  the  skulls  some  portions  of  fair  hair.  The  rest  seemed,  from  the  gold 
necklaces  and  bracelets  found  on  nearly  all  of  them,  to  be  the  skeletons  of 
the  female  members  of  the  household,  whom  the  master  of  the  house  had 
left  to  their  fate.  They  had  taken  refuge  in  the  cellars,  as  the  place  most 
protected  from  the  destructive  showers,  hut  seemed  to  he  retracing  their 
steps,  and  to  have  nearly  reached  the  door,  when  they  were  suffocated  by 
the  noxious  vapours.  In  this  bed  of  death  they  soon  found  a  winding- 
sheet.  The  soft  muddy  sheet  was  rolled  into  all  the  comers  and  crevices 
of  the  house  ;  and  round  them  it  was  wrapped  so  gently,  that  the  impression 
of  their  features,  and  even  of  the  texture  of  their  garmenla,  was  clearly 
marked  upon  it. 

Close  to  the  gate  is  a  vaulted  niche,  which  seems  to  have  been  a  tomb 
and  chapel.  It  vas  decorated  inside  with  paintings,  and  contained  an 
altar.  Within  it  was  found  a  skeleton,  evidently  that  of  the  soldier  who 
had  been  on  guard  on  the  eventful  day  when  the  city  was  overwhelmed. 
His  helmet  was  on  hia  head,  and  his  lance  in  his  hand,  Ke  had  taken 
shelter  here  from  the  unusual  shower;  but,  though  multitudes  were  flying 
past  him  in  terror,  like  a  Roman,  he  refused  to  desert  his  post.  The  Her- 
cuUneum  gate  was  the  chief  entrance  of  the  city.  It  had  a  central  gateway, 
14^  feet  wide,  of  which  the  arch  is  destroyed,  and  two  side  entrances,  4}- 
feet  wide  and  10  feet  high.  On  the  outer  side  was  a  portcullis,  and  o;i 
the  inner,  folding  doors,  moving  on  pivots  in  holes  in  the  pavement,  which 
are  still  visible.  In  the  space  between  the  two  doors  was  an  opening  above, 
through  which,  in  the  case  of  besiegers  forcing  the  oulaide  gate,  the  de- 
fenders could  pour  down  upon  them  lead  or  other  missiles,  to  drive  them 
fi:om  the  inner.  Passing  through  this,  we  find  ourselves  in  a  long  street, 
which  leads  in  a  southerly  direction,  t^  a  somewhat  winding  course,  to  the 
Forum.  The  pavement  is  composed  of  blocks  of  lava  closely  fitted  together, 
and  is  in  good  repair.  As  in  Naples  at  the  present  day,  the  centre  and 
the  side  paths  are  paved  in  the  same  way,  the  latter  being  protected  by  a 
curb-atone,  and  raised  about  a  foot  above  the  other.  To  onr  eyes,  this 
street,  and-  all  the  others  in  the  <uty,  appear  very  narrow,  there  being 
scarcely  room  in  the  centre  fhr  two  chariots  to  pass.  They  seem  to  have 
been  made  so  in  order  to  exclude,  as  far  as  possible,  the  glare  of  the  sun, 
which  in  summer  becomes  quite  oppressive.  Chariots  seem  to  have  been 
but  seldom  employed.  Few  remains  of  horses  orof  chariots  have  been 
disoovered ;  and  the  stepping-stones  at  some  parts,  in  the  centre  of  the 
street,  to  enable  people  in  wet  weather  to  cross  dryshod  from  one  side 
to  the  other,  would  have  proved  very  troublesome  had  there  been  much 
chariot- driving.  The  row  of  houses  on  each  side  of  the  street  is  complete 
and  regolar.  They  are  only  of  one  story ;  and  the  roofs  having  been  of 
wood,  easily  burnt  by  hot  ashes,  or  rotted  if  they  were  damp,  have  been  all 
destroyed.  The  general  appearance  of  the  street,  except  where  the  shops 
are  numerous,  is  exceedingly  dull,  from  the  want  of  windows  in  the  front. 
Yet  everything  which  does  remain  is  remarkably  fresh-like.  The  walls 
are  in  good  order,  and  the  pavement  of  the  street  seems  to  he  in  the  same 
state  as  when  it  was  thronged  with  passengers.  All,  however,  is  now  deserted. 
We  feel  that  we  are  walking  in  the  city  of  the  dead.  The  very  freshness  of 
its  appearance  intensifies  the  feeling  of  desolation  which  is  naturally  excited. 
The  houses  were  in  general  built  afl«r  the  same  plan.  There  were,  in- 
deed, many  varieties,  dictated  by  the  taste  or  the  necessitieg  of  the  owners ; 
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8till,  tliere  may  be  traced  the  same  general  features  in  aH  of  tb6iii.  The 
walls  facing  the  street  are  painted  in  some  bright  colour,  commonly  red. 
The  doorway  is  in  general  plain,  and  without  any  portico.  You  enter  into 
the  vestibule,  containing  one  or  two  rooms  for  persons  waiting  in.  Opponle 
the  outer  door  was  one  that  led  into  the  hall  or  atrium,  which  was  con- 
sidered the  public  part  of  the  house,  and  was  devoted  to  the  receptioD  ol 
the  clienta,  who  flocked  in  great  numbers  to  the  houses  of  their  patrons. 
This  hall  had  a  large  opening  in  the  centre  of  the  roof,  called  the  impluviam, 
through  which  the  rain  descended,  both  what  fell  directly,  and  what  was 
collected  from  the  other  parts  of  the  roof.  Beneath  it  was  a  large  tank, 
sunk  in  the  floor,  about  six  feet  deep,  which  received  this  water,  and  served 
both  to  cool  the  surrounding  atmosphere  and  supply  water  for  household 
purposes.  Water  was  also  obtained  from  wells  and  from  fountains,  which 
were  very  common  throughout  the  city,  and  seem  to  have  been  supplied 
by  pipes  from  some  places  not  ascertained.  Opening  on  this  hall  or  court, 
on  all  sides,  were  doors  that  led  into  various  apartments,  intended  chiefly 
for  the  accommodation  of  guests.  The  rooms  specially  devoted  to  this  were 
called  hospitia.  On  the  side  of  the  hall  opposite  the  vestihule-door,  was  a 
room  called  the  tablinvm,  where  the  records  of  the  family  were  kept.  It 
was  closed  by  folding  doors,  the  whole  breadth  of  the  apartment,  and  on 
both  sides  of  it.  These  doors  were  usually  open,  so  that  the  view  ^m  the 
outer  door  through  the  whole  length  of  the  house  was  uninterrupted. 
Other  pAssages,  called /nuce;,' were  used  when  the  doors  of  the  tabtinum 
were  closed.  The  hall  was  frequently  adorned  with  rich  frescoes  on  the 
walls,  and  with  mosaic  or  marble  flooring,  so  that,  although  of  no  great  size, 
perhaps  thirty  feet  square,  it  had  a  striking  appearance.  Passing  through 
the  tablinnm,  or  one  of  the  passages  near  it,  we  emerge  upon  a  second  court 
on  the  other  side,  called  the  peristyle,  resembling  the  hall  which  we  have 
just  traversed.  It  has  also  an  opening  in  the  middle  of  the  roof,  and  round 
it  on  all  sides  is  a  portico  supported  by  rows  of  piUars.  Below  the  opening 
in  the  centre  was  a  square  enclosed  plot,  in  which  flowers  and  shrubs  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  costly  description  were  planted.  It  was  also  adorned 
by  statues  and  fountains.  On  all  sides  of  the  peristi/le  were  the  doors  of  the 
family  apartments ;  for  this  was  reckoned  the  private  dwelling,  into  which 
only  the  family  or  their  special  friends  came.  One  of  the  chief  rooms 
opening  on  the  jimsf^^  was  the  f n'cbWum,  or  dining-room.  It  was  so  called 
because  on  three  sides  of  it  there  were  forms  like  so&s,  on  which  the  family 
and  guests  reclined  as  they  eat  their  food  from  the  tables  placed  in  front  of 
them.  The  side  next  the  door  was  lefl  without  any  table  or  bench,  so  that 
the  servants  could  pass  freely  to  all  parts  of  the  table.  This  apartment  was 
adorned  most  expensively.  The  floors  were  commonly  of  mosaic  work, 
and  the  walls  were  covered  with  frescoes.  Like  the  other  apartments, 
although  this  was  the  principal  room,  it  was,  as  we  should  reckon,  very 
email, — the  largest  that  has  been  discovered  being  only  twenty  feet  square. 
The  windows  are  generally  small,  as  it  seems  to  have  been  considered  neces- 
sary to  comfort  in  that  climate,  as  in  eastern  countries  it  is  still,  that  the 
glare  of  the  sun  should  he  as  much  as  possible  excluded.  Among  the  other 
apartments  here  were  the  sitting-rooms,  in  which  the  ladies  spent  most  of 
their  time,  and  which  were  finely  adorned  ;  the  exedra,  or  parlour,  where  the 
friends  of  the  family  were  received ;  the  library,  commonly  very  small,  as 
the  rolls  of  papyrus,  neither  very  large  nor  very  numerous,  did  not  require 
great  space ;  Ihe  picture  gallery,  of  larger  dimensions ;  the  cubieula,  or 
sleeping-rooms ;  the  bath ;  the  kitchen  ;  and  the  Ittrarium,  where  they  wor- 
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Bhip|>ed  tfieir  hbuBehold  gods.  Behind  thie  eecood  court  was  a  garden, 
DVnallf  of  no  great  extent,  but  laid  out  with  much  care,  planted  with  fine 
flowers  and  shrubs,  and  adorned  with  statues  and  fountains,  and  sometimes 
with  a  kind  of  summer-house,  covered  with  vines,  and  provided  with  a 
couch  and  table.  Where  there  was  a  second  story  in  the  house,  it  was 
built  only  over  a  part  of  the  first,  and  was  devoted  to  the  accomniodation  of 
the  servants.  It  was  built  of  wood  j  and  this  explains  sufficiently  how  none 
of  these  upper  stories  have  been  preserved.  There  are  many  houses  where 
this  plan  which  we  have  sketched  was.  considerably  contracted,  yet  its  main 
features  may  be  traced  in  them  all.  It  may  seem  strange,  that  in  a  city  like 
this,  whose  history  before  it  was  destroyed  extended  over  so  many  ages, 
there  should  be  so  little  variety  in  the  houses.  This  is  owing,  perhaps, 
to  the  devastations  by  war,  and  latterly  by  earthquake,  which  led  to  the 
renewal  of  the  buildings  at  a  comparatively  recent  period.  It  is  also  worthy 
of  notice  that  the  bouses  which  have  yet  been  excavated,  generally  appear 
to  have  belonged  to  persons  of  considerable  wealth.  There  has  not  been 
discovered,  as  yet,  any  quarter  of  the  city,  or  indeed  any  houses,  which  we 
could  say  belonged  to  the  poor. 

The  shops  are  usually  built  in  connecdon  with  the  houses,  on  the  front  or 
sides.  Sometimes  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  them  round  the  same 
house,  which  appear  to  have  been  let  out  to  tenants.  Tlie  proprietor  some- 
times retiuned  one,  as  we  infer  from  the  communication  between  it  and  the 
house,  for  the  disposal,  probably,  of  the  anrplus  produce  of  bis  farm.  The 
shops  always  open  on  die  streets.  They  have  one  or  two  rooms  behind, 
and  altogether  are  very  small.  The  old  method  of  indicating  by  signs; 
instead  of  writing,  the  business  carried  on,  is  in  many  cases  observed  dere. 
A  wine  shop  was  indicated  by  two  men  bearing  between  them  an  amphora 
suspended  on  a  pole;  a  dairy,  by  a  goat;  a  fencing  school,  by  two  men 
ffgbting;  and  a  school,  by  a  boy  mounted  on  the  back  of  another,  and  in 
this  posture  undergoing  a  flagellation  from  the  learned  T^rannus.  The 
shops,  when  excavated,  appeared  very  much  as  they  had  been  when  their 
owners  fled  from  them.  In  a  vrine  shop  into  which  we  entered,  the  counter 
extended  from  the  wall  near  the  door,  at  right  angles  to  the  street,  just  as 
in  a  modem  shop.  There  was  a  window  in  the  front  wall  between  the 
counter  and  the  side  of  the  Aop.  On  the  counter,  which  was  covered  with 
Qmrble,  was  a  series  of  marble  steps,  which  served  as  shelves,  at  the  end 
next  the  window.  At  the  inner  end  there  was  one  or  two  large  round 
holes  in  the  marble  top,  beneath  which  were  jars  sUU  standing.  Into  these 
the  wine  had  been  poured,  and  it  was  dispensed  from  them  by  measures  as 
it  was  needed.  Behind  the  front  shop  was  a  room,  in  which  people  sat  and 
drank  the  vrine  thus  furnished.  On  the  walla  of  it  there  were  still  several 
pictures,  representing  everyday  scenes  of  wine-shop  life.  One,  for  instance, 
represented  the  wine  cart  laden  with  large  skins,  from  which  the  wine  was 
t^en  in  jars  to  be  carried  into  the  shop.  In  another  was  portrayed  a 
group  of  soldiers  drinking  wine,  and,  no  doubt,  discussing  the  news  of  the 
day.  As  we  stood  ther^  the  whole  appearance  of  the  place  vividly  recalled 
the  lighter  scenes  and  gayer  moments  of  life  in  that  far-back  age,  which  we, 
in  our  thoughtlessness  perhaps,  designate  a  grey  and  hoar  antiquity.  Into 
the  midst'of  it  we  seemed  at  once  transported,  and  we  felt  as  if  we  might 
expect  the  togaed  host  himself  would  suddenly  make  bis  appearance  to  give 
us  his  usual  greeting,  and  inquire  which  wine  we  preferred.  In  many  other 
shops  throughout  the  city,  the  natural  and  everyday  appearance  which  they 
presented,  was  equally  noticeable.    In  two  bt^ng  establishments,  all  the 
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materials  seemed,  when  the^  vrere  flrat  discovered,  to  be  in  their  proper 
places,  readj  for  carryiDg  on  operations.  The  flour,  the  trough  for  water, 
the  kneading-place,  the  oven,  tlie  store-room,  tlie  mills  for  grinding  con, 
all  stood  as  they  had  been  left  when  darkness  and  earthquake  drove  tbe 
men  away.  Some  loaves,  too,  were  discovered,  of  a  round  shape,  not 
unlike  the  home-bread  which  we  oflen  see  in  this  country.  In  a  surgeon's 
house  many  inatruments  of  bronze  were  found,  of  very  creditable  workman- 
ship, and  bearing  a  marked  resemblance  to  those  used  in  the  present 
day,  such  as  mortars,  knives,  saws,  etc.  Strangely  enough,  one  of  these  is 
exactly  like  an  instrument  which  was  lately  patented  in  London  as  a 
new  invention.  Glass  phials,  pills,  and  instniments  for  making  them,  and 
many  medidnal  stuf&,  were  found  in  a  shop  which  seemed  to  belong  to  an 
apothecary. 

Most  of  the  moveables,  and  many  other  things  that  scarcely  belonged  to 
this  category,  have  been  removed  from  the  houses  and  shops,  and  are  exhi' 
hited  in  the  Royal  Museum  in  Naples,  which  is  open  daily  for  public 
inspection.  The  collection  is,  as  we  might  expect,  of  a  very  miscellaneous 
description.  We  may  form  some  idea  of  the  character  of  it,  if  we  could 
imagine  a  collection  embracing  all  the  metal,  mineral,  and  crockery  wares 
contained  in  all  the  kitchens  and  cupboards,  the  drawing-rooms  and  bed- 
rooms, the  lobbies  and  attics,  the  cellars  and  shops,  that  would  be  found  in 
a  few  streets  of  any  of  our  cities.  It  is  just  such  a  collection  that  is  here. 
It  indicates  a  state  of  advancement  in  art  and  science  far  beyond  what  many 
would  have  anticipated.  Many  of  the  paintings  have  received  high  enco- 
miums from  those  who  consider  themselves  well  qualified  to  judge,  and  the 
statues  are  certninly  not  inferior  to  the  productions  of  modern  artists. 

At  the  distance  of  400  yards  from  the  Hercnlaneum  gate,  we  reach  the 
Forum,  the  great  centre  of  public  attraction  ia  the  days  of  Pompeii's  pros- 
perity. In  all  Greek  and  Roman  toWns  there  seems  to  have  been  a  space 
left  free  for  public  gatherings,  such  as  markets,  deliberative  assemblies,  and 
spectacles  of  amusement  Aflerwards,  special  places  were  set  aside  for 
these,  but  the  Forum  still  remained  as  a  kind  of  public  promenade,  where 
the  citizens  spent  much  of  their  time  talking  over  the  news  and  gossip  of 
the  day.  The  temples,  courts  of  justice,  and  other  public  buildings,  were 
usually  erected  around  it;  and  it  was  adorned  by  statues  and  monuments, 
erected  in  honour  of  the  distinguished  men  of  the  city.  The  Forum  of 
Pompeii  is  of  oblong  shape,  and  of  considerable  size.  It  was  paved  with 
marble ;  but  this  has  been  greatly  destroyed  by  the  carts  that  were  driven 
over  it  while  the  excavations  in  this  quarter  of  the  ci^  were  carried  on. 
It  was  surrounded  by  a  colonnade,  the  pillara  of  which  are  sdll  standing. 
They  are  twelve  feet  high,  and  more  tiian  two  feet  in  diameter.  Above 
these  there  seems,  from  the  remains  of  staircases,  to  have  been  a  terrace, 
which  ia  now  destroyed.  -In  front  of  these  afo  the  pedeetals  of  statues, 
bearing  the  names  of  the  men  in  whose  honour  they  were  erected.  Ths 
openings  of  several  streets  into  the  Forum,  seem,  from  pieces  of  iron  that 
remain,  to  have  been  furnished  with  gates,  which  were  probably  closed 
at  night.  The  remains  of  the  numerous  temples  which  arc  seen  here,  are 
in  good  preservation,  and  convey,  perhaps  even  more  vividly  than  the 
larger  but  more  dilapidated  ruins  of  Rome,  an  idea  of  t^e  wealth  and 
refinement  to  which  the  people  had  attained.  Yet,  when  we  remember  to 
what  purposes  these  were  devoted, — when  we  think  of  the  ignorance, 
superstition,  and  vice  which  these  at  once  indicated  and  fostered, — we  caa 
have  but  little  regret  that  their  beauty  is  now  ia.dei,  and  their  honour 
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destroyed.  On  tlie  west  ude  of  the  Forum,  at  the  north  end,  there  ia  a 
small  building,  which  had  evidently  been  the  prison.  It  contains  dark, 
narrow  cells,  into  which  the  light  was  admitted  only  through  the  iron 
grating  of  the  doors.  There  were  Tound  here  the  skeletons  of  two  prisoners 
still  fettered  with  iron  shackles.  At  the  south  end  of  this  side  is  the  Basi- 
lica, a  very  large  and  imposing  building,  220  feet  long  and  80  broad.  It 
was  devoted  to  the  administration  of  juslice ;  and  ila  magnificence  shows  the 
importance  which  was  attached  to  this  department  of  the  public  service, 
and  corroborates  the  common  opinion,  that  the  most  prominent  feature  in 
the  character  of  the  ancient  Romans  was-  an  unflinching  regard  for  stem 
law. 

Near  the  Fomm  axe  the  public  baths,  extending  over  an  area  of  100 
feet  square.  The  building  is  divided  into  three  parts, — one  containing  the 
baths  for  men,  another  the  baths  for  women,  and  the  third  occupied  with 
tbe  furnaces  and  fueL  Th»  vaulted  roofs  still  remain,  and,  the  whole  seems 
to  have  been  decorated  with  great  taste  and  magnificence.  The  baths 
among  the  Romans  had  an  importance  which  ws  in  thie  aoUer  climate  can 
hardly  appreciate.  A  considerable  part  of  every  day  seems  to  have  been 
spent  by  the  citiaens  in  such  an  establishment,,  either  conversing  with  their 
friends,  or  undergoing  the  long  and  varied  abhitions  and  manipulations 
which  they  will  best  understand  who  undergo  that  elaborate  proaess  known 
in  the  present  day  as  a  Turkish  bath.  In  a  bouse  near  by,  a  skeleton  was 
found  in  the  attitude  of  escaping  from  th^  window.  He  had  been  carrying 
with  him  sixty  coins,  a  small  plate  and  a  saucepan  of  silver ;  hut,  before  he 
had  secured  his  treasure,  death  had  seized  him  in  his  remorseless  gripe. 
"Oie  skeletons  of  other  two  were  found  in  the  same  street.  In  the  south- 
eastern extremity  of  the  excavated  portion  of  the  city,  is  a  small  but  inter- 
esting building  called  the  Isaeoa,  devoted  to  the  worship  of  Isis,  an  Egyptian 
deity.  The  usual  arraugementa  of  the  court  where  worship  was  celebrated, 
vtre  still  seen  when  it  was  excavated.  There  were  several  attars,  on  one 
of  which  were  the  burnt  bones  of  victims  wliich  had  just  been  faerificed 
when  the  building  was  destroyed.  The  priesta  appear  to  have  remained  at 
what  they  reckoned  the  post  of  duty,  when  most  of  tha  inhabitants  about 
them  had  fled  in  terror,  and  in  consequence  maaj  skeletons  have  been 
found  in  tbe  enclosure.  One  had  evidently  been  surprised  at  dinner ;  for  his 
skeleton  was  found  in  a  room  where  there  were  also  the  remains  of  fish, 
chickens,  eggs,  bread,  and  wine.  Another  had  been  alarmed  when  it  was 
too  late  to  get  out  by  the  ordinary  means ;  fcr  he  had  cut  his  way  through 
two  walls  with  a  sacrificial  axe,  which  he  still  held  in  his  hand,  and  seemed 
bent  on  breaking  through  a  third,  when  death  stopped  his  way.  Adjoining 
this  building  are  two  theatres, — one  capable  of  holding  five  thousand  people, 
which,  from  its  elevated  situation,  and  the  height  of  its  outer  wall,  was 
never  wholly  burled,  and  a  smaller  one.  !Kear  this  is  a  large  edifice  which 
had  been  used  as  barracks,  in  which  sixty-three  skeletons  were  found. 
Of  these,  thirty-four  were  togethec,  inside  one  of  the  entrance  gates, — the 
skeletons,  doubtless,  of  the  guand.  that  was  called  out  on  the  eventful  day. 
About  600  yards  to  the  east  of  this,  is  the  amplii theatre,. resembling  very 
much,  though  on  a  smaller  scale,,  the  Coliseum  of  Rome..  It  is  of  an  oval 
shape,  with  the  arena  where  the  shows  and  fights  took  place  in  the  centre, 
and  the  benches  for  the  spectators  rising  gradually  ftom  it  on  all  sides.  It 
is  estimated  to  hold  ten  thousand  people.  According  to  Dion  Cassius,  the 
inhabitants  were  assembled  hero  wrien  the  eruption  of  Vesuvius  took  place  i 
and,  aa  it  is  situated  at  the  extremity  of  the  city  &rtheat  fro^  the  mountain^ 
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they  were  providentially  enabled  to  escape.  So  &r  as  the  excavadon  hiu 
proceede<l,  embrawng  more  than  100  houaes,  besides  numerous  public  edi- 
fices such  as  we  have  noticed,  the  remarkable  result  appears,  that  compara- 
tively few  of  the  inhabitanta  perished  in  that  dreadful  overthrow.  Doubtless 
it  was  designedly  arranged  that  the  people  should  be  saved  while  the  dtj 
was  destroyed ;  and  although  the  fact  of  so  man/  being  engaged  at  that 
solemn  hour  in  the  frivolous  and  sinful  amusements  of  the  age  casts  a  strange 
light,  that  intensities  by  the  contrast  the  sadness  of  the  scene,  we  can  see  in 
it  the  wondrous  working  of  Hiia  who  in  wrath  remembers  mercy,  and  lo 
whom  judgment  is  a  strange  work.  Mournful  and  mysterious  the  event 
must  appear  to  every  beholder ;  yet  we  should  thankfully  recognise  the  prools 
which  it  affords  of  the  loving -kindness  of  our  God,  whose  delight  is  still 
with  the  sons  of  men,  and,  with  David,  the  man  after  God's  own  heart, 
while  we  are  humbled  by  the  outpouring  of  His  judgment,  we  should  rejoice 
that  we  can  also  sing  of  His  mercy.  J>  C. 
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PROFESSOR  OF  THEOLOGY  TO  THE  ASSOCIATE  BTMOD.* 

TBia  is  rather  a  remarkable  book,  and  treats  of  a  remarkable  man.  Dr 
Macfurlane  is  well  known  as  a  somewhat  voluminous  author,  and  an  author 
of  no  mean  standing.  Hie  works  praise  him  in  the  gates ;  and  many  will 
have  reason  to  bless  Ood  for  the  suitable  and  salutary  truths  presented  to 
their  notii?e  in  his  varied  publications,  from  the  "Night Lamp"  down  to  tbe 
present  volume. 

Our  opinion,  however,  is,  that  this  is  the  most  spirited  of  all  the  Doctor's 
productions.  He  has  fairly  risen  to  the  height  of  his  subject,  and  has  made 
his  powers  to  bear  with  full  emphasis  on  the  history  of  the  wonderful  man 
which  he  has  undertaken  to  give.  "  The  great  Christian  Socrates,"  as  hs 
has  been  apdy  denominated,  has  never  till  now  found  an  adequate  bio- 
grapher. Dr  Lawson  was  one  of  the  master  minds  of  bis  time, — a  rare  man ; 
rare  in  point  of  talent,  and  rare  in  point  of  godliness.  We  are  fully  per- 
suaded that  all  who  knew  him — and  wo  happen  to  be  of  the  number — will 
agree  with  us  in  thinking  that  here  we  have  a  vivid  and  faithful  portraiture 
of  this  tUstinguished  man,  the  ornament  of  the  Church  to  which  he  belonged. 

The  people  of  Selkirk,  we  are  sure,  and  of  all  the  district  around,  where 
bis  memory  is  still  cherished,  will  hail  this  gem  of  a  volume  with  no  common 
interest ;  they  will  be  able  to  recognise  the  venerable  man  with  almost  as 
much  distinctness  as  if  he  had  now  appeared  once  more  in  their  midst.  It 
was,  indeed,  high  time  that  an  emphatic  effort  should  be  made  to  place  this 
illustrious  man  in  his  own  appropriate  niche  in  the  history  of  bis  denomi- 
nation, as  the  lapse  of  another  generation  would  cftrry  into  irrecoverable 
oblivion  many  rich  memories  in  reference  to  him  which  do  not  deserve 
to  perish.  His  memorial  is  still  like  fragrance  on  the  breeze ;  and  this 
volume,  like  a  golden  casket,  has  collected  within  it  much  of  the  peribraei 
which  will  be  there  retained  to  regale  generations  yet  to  come. 

The  Forest  has  been  graced  with  two  illustrious  names  in  the  Church  of 

Christ  in  these  latter  times — Boston  and  Lawson.     The  bridge  of  time 

between  these  famous  men  was  of  a  span  so  short,  that  the  last  may  be 

considered  as  a  continuation  of  the  first.     They  were  lights  that  shone  con- 
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jpiCDOiisly,  each  in  his  day;  and  each  leil  bis  impress  on  his  own  generation. 
Boston,  in  his  narrative  of  his  life,  has  reared  his  own  memorial ;  but  it  was 
reserved  for  Dr  Macfarlane  to  rear  the  memorial  of  the  venerable  Lawson  ; 
and  that  this  memorial  is  felicitously  and  artisticallj  executed,  few,  we 
opine,  will  be  inclined  to  dispute.  We  have  little  doubt  of  the  coming 
popularity  of  the  work,  and  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  it  will  be  held  by 
all  classes,  and  by  one  party  especially, — namely,  the  few  remaining  pupils 
who  enjoyed  his  paternal  tuition,  in  the  happy  days  when  they  convened  in 
Selkirk  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  the  venerated  sage ;  and  we  are  much  mistaken 
if  the  tear  of  former  remembrances  do  not  start  involuntarily  into  the  eye 
of  some  of  them  as  they  peruse  it. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Dr  Lawson  did  not  leave  behind  some 
shreds  of  a  diary,  however  scanty,  which  might  hare  affbrded  us  a  some- 
what distinctive  view  both  of  his  inner  life,  and  alio  of  "  the  times  that 
went  over  him,  and  ovA-  Israel,  and  over  the  kingdoms  of  the  countries." 
Dr  Macfarlane  has  done  his  best  to  supply  the  blank,  and  that  mainly  by 
means  of  the  letters  and  correspondence  with  which  the  work  is  interspersed; 
and  these  letters  afford  fine  specimens  of  a  spiritually  exercised  mind,  and 
express  great  self-diffidence,  but  much  confidence  in  God.  We  are  astonished 
at  the  arduous  and  painstaking  researchea  which  the  biographer  has  imposed 
on  himself,  in  his  accumulating  such  a  mass  of  materials ;  and  equally 
do  wa  admire  the  dexterity  with  which  the  whole  has  been  assorted  and 
distributed.  The  task  must  have  been  somewhat  herculean,  all  things  con- 
sidered*; but  the  Doctor  has  accomplished  it,  and  done  so  at  the  very  nick  of 
time.  His  facility  in  composition,  and  the  knack  be  has  in  throwing  his 
thoughts  together  in  a  lucid  and  orderly  manner,  have  much  contributed  to 
cany  him  with  so  much  success  tbrot^h  the  difficulties  that  encumbered  his 
path. 

We  regard  the  work  as  comprising  no  small  section  of  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory; for  Dr  Lawson  lived  through  a  lengthened  period  of  his  denominational 
existence,  and  a  period  of  stirring  incidents  in  the  Church  as  well  as  in  the 
State.  The  descriptions  gives  of  contemporary  characters  who  flourished 
in  Dr  Lawson's  days,  and  who  were  his  asaooistes,  throw  no  feeble  light  on 
those  times.  Dr  Macfarlane  has  exhibited  a  galaxy  of  bright  names,  that 
diffused  a  radiance  all  around,  and  illuminated  many  a  dark  corner.  The 
sketches  given  of  these  distinguished  persons  are  done  somewhat  after  the 
fssbion  of  Macaulay,  who  takes  up  the  characters  that  lie  scattered  around 
him,  and  deals  with  them  as  skilfully  and  familiarly  as  if  he  had  lived  in 
their  midst.  Lawson's  life  has  furnished  the  occasion  of  this  brilliant  exhi- 
bition, for  he  was  the  attractive  centre  around  which  they  clustered.  Dr 
Macfarlane  shows  that  he  possesses  no  mean  biographical  powers^  both  as 
it  regards  the  graphic  delineation  of  the  main  subject  of  bis  work,  and  also 
of  the  subordinate  characters  that  hare  been  incidentally  thrown  in  his  way. ' 

The  chapter  on  anecdotes  is  peci^iarly  Toluable  and  pleasing.  The  great 
body  of  them  are  not  one  whit  behind  any  in  Dean  Ramsay's  collection, 
none  of  them  are  trifling,  and  all  of  ihem  wear  a  sanctified  aspect.  They 
are  veritable  reminiscences,  and  given  without  exaggeration.  None  of  them 
are  infra-dignitatem,  none  of  them  unworthy  of  the  sage  to  whom  they 
refer.  They  are  anecdotes  which  bring  out  sundry  points  of  his  character 
with  much  more  precision  than  any,  even  the  moat  painful  elaboration, 
could  probably  have  evoked.  We  like  to  contemplate  the  man  at  his  ease 
and  in  his  undress. 

We  are  particularly  delighted  with  (he  chapter  on  "the  Hall  and  its. 
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JUemorioa."  It  brought  vividly  to  our  recollection  the  occurrences  of  oAer 
days,  all -so  faithfully  expressed.  At  one  leap  we  bounded  forty  years  bac^- 
.'Ward,  and  lived  all  the  scenes  over  agiun.  We  seated  ourselves  on  ihe 
bench  beside  the  saintly  man,  and  surveyed  anew  tJie  old  familiar  faces 
that  were  ranged  around  the  chamber  in  which  we  assembled.  But  where 
are  they  nowT  They  live  at  least  in  our  reminiscences ;  and  their  memorie!, 
we  trust,  will  never  &de  from  our  minds.  And  there  sat  the  venerable 
fiitber,  BO  happy  in  the  midst  of  his  children,  the  sons  of  the  prophets,  over 
whom  his  great  heart  yearned  with  a  parent's  tenderness.  We  behold  bim 
with  a  genuine  benevolence  beaming  in  his  countenance,  and  looking  aroand 
with  a  smile  of  unutterable  satisfaction ;  and  we  hear  his  strong  and  homelj' 
voice,  in  the  reading  of  his  lectures,  and  in  the  utterances  of  his  biblical  ex- 
positions.    "  The  Hall  and  its  Memories"  we  can  never  forget. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretUd  that  so  few  of  Dr  Lawson's  sayings  have  been 
retained.  "What  a  pity,"  says  his  biographer,  "that  someBoswelt  did  not 
then  live  to  have  taken  down  from  his  lips  the  innumerable  escapes  of  a 
learning  as  extensive  aa  it  was  pious,  and  as  sound  in  judgment  as  it  «u 
copious  of  truth  !  The  premeditated  and  casual  utterances  of  such  a  man, 
dnriug  fifty  years'  scholarly  and  godly  life,  might  have  outshone  the  ran 
and  meteor-Uke  glimpses  which  Boswell  has  given  of  the  great  lexicographer. 
Truly  did  Dr  Brown  say  of  him,  that  the  world  would  never  know  oU  that 
waa  in  that  man." 

But  we  cannot  enlarge,  else  our  notices  might,  perchance,  swell  into 
volume.  We  regard  this  piece  of  biography  as  full  worthy  of  a  place  along- 
side of  the  volumes  entitled  "  The  Presbyterian  Fathers  of  the  Secession 
Church,"  as  occupying  the  middle  stage  between  us  and  them.  No  minister, 
no  student,  and  no  congregational  library,  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Chuivsh,  should  be  without  "  The  Life  and  Times  of  Lawson," 

Dr'Macfarlane  possesses  no  mean  descriptive  powers.  The  scenery  around 
Selkirk,  embracing  the  wide  field  of  Dr  Lawson's  pastoral  charge,  is  scanned 
with  a  poet's  eye.  The  Tweed,  the  Yarrow,  and  the  Ettrick — clastic 
streams  all — are  tastefully  delineated.  There  are  many  beautiful  passages 
in  this  volume,  and  not  a  few  specimens  of  as  fine  composition  as  are  to  be 
found  in  our  language.  We  consider  that  he  has  given  a  fair,  and  nearly  a 
finished,  portrait  of  Dr  Lawson,  as  far  as  circnmstances  will  now  permit; 
and  none,  we  are  persuaded,  could  have  done  it  better. 

The  volume  contains  ten  chapters ; — I.  The  Touth  and  his  Promise.  II. 
The  Pastor  and  his  Circuit  III.  The  MJnistar  and  his  Ways.  IV.  Hie 
Friend  and  his  Correspondents,  V.  The  Scholar  and  his  Books.  VI.  The 
Hall  and  its  Memoriea.  VII.  The  Professor  and  his  Students.  VIII.  The 
Polemic  lind  his  Associates.  IX.  The  Father  and  his  Afflictions.  X.  The 
Old  Disciple  and  his  Deathbed.  The  titles  are  happily  conceived,  and 
each  chapter  exhausts  the  subject  under  its  designation.  No  adequate 
idea,  however,  can  be  formed  of  the  work  unless  its  contents  be  carefully 
perused. 

Dr  Lawson  was  bom  at  Boghonse,  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Linton,  in  the 
county  of  Peebles,  on  the  13lh  March  1749.  His  parents  .were  strictly 
religious  persons,  and  members  of  the  Seceding  congregation  in  Linton, 
under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Bev.  Mr  Mair.  Peeblesshire  has  reason  t« 
be  proud  of  such  a  man  as  Lawson.  Few  men  have  arisen  within  its  bounds 
that  have  reflected  on  it  greater  honour ;  indeed,  we  may  say  the  coqd^ 
has  never  produced  a  man  equal  to  Lawson.  He  was  in  all  respects  an 
admirable  person  ;  and  during  the  lengthened  miaiatry  of  nearly  fifly  yean. 
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he  served  the  Master  wfaom  lie  loved  with  all  fldelity  and  perdaten<7^  iSi 
he  received  the  call,  "  Come  np  hither." 

In  conclusion,  we  most  cordially  thank  T)r  Macfarlane  for  bis  estimablo 
production  ;  it  does  credit  to  himself  and  to  his  denomination.  Of  neBrl;y 
forty  of  Lawson's  students  who  still  survive,  not  8  few  of  them  may  have 
contributed  something  to  the  memory  of  their  venerated  tutor,  and  may 
have  cast  each  a  stone  on  his  cairn  ;  still  it  remaiaed  for  Dr  Macfarlane  to 
gather  and  combine  the  materials,  and  to  form  them  into  a  symmetrical 
whole.  We  have  abstained  from  giving  any  quotations  from  the  work,  both 
because  we  have  not  room,  and  because  we  wish  all  to  peruse  the  book  for 
themselves. 

The  wotk  is  an  important  contribution  to  onr  religious  literature. 


ADVANCEMENT  OF  THE  REFORMATION,  AND  THE  DISTINCTIVE 
PRraClPLES  OF  OUR  CHURCH. 

Last  year  witoeteed  the  third  centenary  an  interrat  in  the  whole  subject  of  the 
oE  the  Reformation  from  Popery  in  Scot-  Reformation,  exceeding  what  has  been 
land,  and  amongtbe  Protestant  Churches  witnessed  fornpwardHof  two  centuries." 
our  own  occupied  the  foremost  place  in  Rut  if  the  Reformation  from  Popery 
commemorating  the  great  event.  That  in  Scotland  was  worthy  of  so  impressive 
commemoration  was  marked  by  two  a  celebration  on  itstricentenarj,  and  that 
signal  acts,  neither  of  which,  so  far  as  celebration  was  productive  of  so  much 
we  are  aware,  has  ever  before  been  ren-  benefit,  should  it  be  allowed  again  to 
dered  by  our  Church  in  honour  of  any  lapse  into  forgotfulneaa,  and  its  improve- 
other  event, — the devotement  of  a  whole  ment  to  be  neglected  as  before?  This 
sederunt  by  the  Sfnod,  and  the  devote-  is  an  age  when  the  public  are  accus- 
ment  of  a  whole  day  by  the  Church  at  large,  tomed  to  frequent  occasions  of  tcmpo- 
to  its  observance.  There  was,  first,  an  rary  excitement,  and  when  the  rapid 
entire  sederunt  of  the  Synod  devoted  to  snccession  of  events  renders  the  interest 
the  celebration,  at  which  spirit-stirring  attached  to  them,  however  lively  or  in- 
and  impressive  addresses,  on  the  nature,  tense,  of  short  duration.  By  so  much 
magnitude,  and  obligations  of  the  bless-  as  the  minds  of  men  are  exposed  to  dis- 
ings  of  the  Reformation,  were  accom-  traction  of  attention  and  dissipation  of 
panied  with  devout  thanksgiving  to  God  interest,  it  is  the  more  important  and 
for  their  bestowment,  atid  with  humilia-  necessary  that  the  truths  of  highest  mo- 
tion for  onr  little  improvement  of  them,  ment  should  be  frequently  urged  upon  . 
And  there  was,  secondly,  an  entire  day  them,  and  that  great  principles  should 
eet  apart  throughout  the  Church  for  the  be  kept  before  their  view.  What  wis- 
same  object — Thursday,  December  20 —  dom  and  mercy  are  conspicuous  in  the 
the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which,  varied  means  of  grace  which  the  Author 
300  years  before,  without  any  civil  au-  of  our  salvation  has  appointed  for  our 
thority  given  or  asked,  the  first  General  preservation  and  progress  in  the  divine 
Assembly  of  the  ministers  and  elders  of  life— daily  prayer,  daily  reading  of  the 
the  Reformed  Church  met  in  Scotland.  Word,  daily  family  worship,  the  weekly 
In  many  places  the  other  Presbyterian  Sabbath,  and  public  assembling  of 
Chniches  also  observed  the  day  for  the  Christ's  disciples  for  social  worship  and 
same  object ;  and  tlie  result  was,  as  re-  instruction,  and  communion,  and  fel- 
porled  by  our  Synod's  committee,  "  that  lowship.  Every  true  Christian  feels 
an  amount  of  attention  was  thereby  the  unspeakable  benefit  of  all  these  or- 
directed  to  the  principles  of  the  Refer-  dinances,  in  staying  and  purifying  his 
mation  throughout  the  Church  beyond  soul  amid  the  disturbing  and  polluting 
what  has  marked  any  former  period  of  influences  by  which  he  is  surrounded, 
her  history ;  and  that,  by  the  ha|^y  co-  No  man  will  long  feel  warm  attachment 
operation  of  the  other  Presbyterian  U)  any  cause,  or  principle,  or  object. 
Churches  towards  the  same  end,  there  which  seldom  engc^^s  his  attention.  It 
has  been  awakened  throughout  Scotland  follows,  that  if  the  blessed  B^onnation^ 
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to  which  thia  couutrf  owes  bo  mucb,  is  t&ised  or  sanctioned  which   does  not 

to  be  prized  and  pnwecuted  hj  onreelTes  coTisiBt  with  that  eupreme  standard.    To 

and  OUT  posterity,  it  muBt  be  kept  alive  the   lau)   and   to   the   testimony.:   if  they 

in  the  memory  of  the  Church ;  and  ita  speak  not  according  to   ikis  word,  it   u 

bleeeings,  and  lessons,  and  obligations,  because  there  is  no  tight  in  them.     Prove 

muBt  be  freq^uently  and  eamestly  preaaed  all  things:  holdfast  that  which  is  good. 

upon  the  attention  of  old  and  young.  And  the  committee  respectfully  recom- 

Mo  more  effectual  and  popular  means  mend  that  the  20th  day  of  December, 

can  be  employed  to  oppose  and  prevent,  or  the  Lord's  day  preceding  or  following, 

not  Po^y  only,  but  spiritual  ienorance,  should  be  appointed  by  the  Synod  for 

auperetition,   error,    and   infideUty,  in  such  annual  commemoration  and  expoM- 

every form;  to aubrert  human  authority  tion  of  our  Reforming  and  distinctiTe 

in  region ;  to  connteract  the  tendencies  principled." 

of  our  time  to  ritualism  and  sensuous  This    recommendation    the    Synod 

worship;  and  to  promote  scjiptural  in-  "  unanimously  adopted,"  and  appointed 

telligence,   simplicity,  spirituality,   and  that  oil  the  congregations    under   the 

independence.  care  of  this  Synodshall  have  their  atten- 

It  is  therefore  with  the  higheat  satis-  tion  specially  directed  to  the  great  priu- 

faction  we  bring  under  the   notice   of  ciples  of  the  Reformation  annually,  in 

our  readers   an   appointraent    of    last  i«rms  of  the  report,  on  the  20th  Decem- 

Synod,  which,  if  fully  carried  out,  can-  her,  or  on  the  Lord's  day  preceding  or 

not  fail  to  have  the  most  beneficial  and  succeeding  that  day. 

permanent  influence  upon  the  spiritual  The  following  things  are  to  be  noticed 

vitality,   vtf;our,   and  freedom   of    our  in  this  interesting  and   important  ap- 

Churdi,      It  provides  at  once  for  the  pointment; — First,   the   broad  grounds 

annual    commemoration  and  improve-  of  it—"  To  heep  in  memory  the  great 

ment  of  the  Reformation,  and  for  the  things  done  by  the  Lord  for  this  nation 

exhibition  and  vindication  of  our  dia-  by  the  instrumentaUty  of  our  Befoim- 

tinctive  principles,  as  a  Reformed  Church  ing  ancestors,  and  the  great  services  to 

carrying  out  the  work  which  the  Re-  the  cause  of  Gospel  truth,  Gospel  purity, 

formers  began.  and  Gospel  liberty,  remdered   toDUgh 

The  Synod's  committee  submitted  the  Hie  grace  by  the  fathers  of  this  Church." 

following  recommendation  : — "That  as  Secondly,  the  particular  mode  of  doing 

it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  keep  so,  by  an  annual  season  of  special  cele- 

in  memory  the  great  things  done  by  the  bration — "  That  every  year,  on  a  given 

Ixird  for  this  nation  by  me  instnunen-  day,  or  on  the  Lord's  day  precedmg  or 

tality  of  OUT  Refonning  anceetoia,  and  following  it,  all  the  congregations  under 

the  great  services  to  the  cause  of  Gospel  the  care  of  this  Synod  should  have  their 

trulli,  Gospel  purity,  and  Gospel  liberty,  attention  specially  directed  to  the  great 

rendwed  tnrough  His  grace  by  the  fa-  principles  of  the  Reformation,  and  of 

thers  of  tliis  Church,  it  were  most  be-  our  successive  secessions  "  (viz.,  in  1733, 

fitting  that  every  year,  on  a  given  day,  under  Erskine,  Wilson,   MoncrieS,  and 

or  on  the  Lord's  day  preceding  or  fol-  Fisher,  and  in   1763   under   Gillesfue) 

lowing  it,  all  the  congregations  under  "fromtheKstablishedChurch."  Thirdly, 

the  care  of  this  Synod  should  have  their  the  practical  object  of  it^"  That  the 

attention  specially  directed  to  the  great  position  which  we  have  attained,  and 

principles  of  the  Reformation,   and  of  our  distinctive  principles,  privileges,  and 

our  successive  secessions  from  the  Esta-  obligations,  should  be  plainly  exhibited." 

blished  Church ;  that  the  position  which  This  is  a  matter  of  great  moment.   Other 

we  have  attained,   and  oiu'  distinctive  denominations   are   careful   to   instruct 

principles,   privileges,   and   obligations,  their  members  in  their  distinctive  prin- 

shoukt  be  plainly  exlubited ;   and  that  cn)le3,  as  it  is  fit  and  proper  they  should, 

at   such   annual. commemoration   great  If  our   principles  justify  our   separate 

prominence  shOidd  be  given  to  the  fun-  existence  as  a  denomination,  they  should 

damental   principle,  that  the  Word   of  be  plainly  and  earnestly  exhibited  ;  and 

God  is  our  only  infailible  rule  in  religion,  if  tney  are  not  worthy  of  such  vindica- 

by  which  it  is  the  constant  duty  of  the  tion  and   propagation,  we  should  not 

Church  to  test  all  her  views  and  usages,  profess  them,   nor  maintain   them   as 

that  nothing  in  her  doctrine,  woi^p,  grounds  of  a  separate  organization  as  a 

discipline,  or  government,  may  be  re-  Church.    Finally,  the  cardinal  principle 
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to  be  kept  in  Tiev  and  upheld  at  this  eJlied  with  the  State," — acting  spontane- 
anniversary— "  That  at  such  annual  ously  and  freely  in  the  enercise  o(  their 
commemoration  great  prominence  should  Christian  and  civil  liberty,  which  in- 
be  given  to  the  fundamental  principle,  Tests  the  meeting  with  additional  interest 
that  the  Word  of  God  is  our  only  in-  to  us  aa  a  voluntary  Church.  It  also 
fallible  rule  in  religion,  by  which  it  is  happens  to  be  on  the  same  month  with 
the  cjonatant  duty  of  the  Church  to  test  our  own  first  seceaaion  under  Ebenezer 
all  her  riews  and  usages,  that  nothing  Erskine  and  his  associates,  which  was 
in  her  doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  or  formally  organized  at  Gaimey  Bridge, 
government,  may  be  retained  or  sane-  December  6th.  Then,  once  more,  it  is 
tioned  which  does  not  consist  with  that  a  season  when  agricultural  labour  is  at 
Bupreme  standard."  This  principle,  up-  its  minimum,  and  when  throughout  the 
held  and  inaisted  on,  wiD  render  the  rural  districtfi  of  ow  Church  a  week  day 
annual  commemoration  no  mere  for-  or  evening  for  such  a  service  can  more 
mality,  but  a  permanent  bleefdug,  and  easily  be  obtained  than  at  any  other 
will  prove  one  of  the  best  preservatives  season  of  the  year,  while  in  the  citiea 
of  the  Church's  parity,  and  a  powerful  and  towns  it  is  usually  a  period  of  slack- 
incentive  to  her  progressive  excellence.  ness  in  labour.  This  year  the  day  falls 
The  time  selected  for  this  annual  ser-  on  a  Friday ;  and  to  those  who  can  ob- 
vice  has  various  recommendations.  As  serve  that  day  or  evening,  it  is  a  great 
on  the  20th  December  the  first  Assembly  opportunity  for  such  meetings  and  ad- 
of  the  ministerB  and  eldn^  of  the  Kc-  dresses  as  abounded  at  last  year's  cele- 
fornied  Church  of  Scotland  met,  that  bration  of  the  tricentenary.  But  where 
day  is  invested  with  peculiar  interest  that  day  cannot  be  observed,  the  alter- 
of  association.  It  was,  so  to  say,  the  native  is  provided  of  selecting  the 
day  when  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Lord's  day  preceding  or  that  succeed- 
which  sprang  from  the  Reformation,  was  ing,  and  improving  it  to  this  most 
first  organized.  Again,  that  Assembly  worthy  object  of  faithfully  exhibiting 
met,  ajs  has  been  said,  "without  any  and  eamestlf  vindicating  the  great  prin- 
appointment  of  Parliament  or  Privy  ciples  of  the  Reformation  and  of  our 
Council,  alike  unendowed  by  and  un-  denomination. 


BICENTENARY  OF  BARTHOLOMEW  DAY,  1662. 


giE^_Tt  J8  well  known  that  the  Bi-  First,  I  never  understood  that  the 
centenary  of  this  day,  so  memorable  in  ministers  ejected  from  the  Church  of 
England,  will  occur  next  year,  on  24th  England  were  properly  Presbyterians, 
August,  or,  making  ajlowance  for  the  but  only  Puritans.  I  find,  however,  in 
chance  of  style,  on  5th  September.  Ihave  "  A  Manual  of  the  Presbijlerian  Church 
heardsomeask  whetherthetlnitedPrai-  in  England,  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Dr 
byterian  Church  will  take  any  part  in  M'Crie,  at  the  request  of  the  Presbytery 
the  celebration  of  it ;  and  my  object  in  of  London,"  it  ia  stated,  p.  3,  that  "  by 
troubling  you  at  present,  is  to  submit  the  Act  of  Uniformity  passed  in  the  year 
the  question  for  consideration.  If  there  1662,  upwards  of  two  thousand  Preshy- 
is  to  be  celebration,  it  would,  of  course,  terian  ministers  were  driven  from  their 
he  desirable  that  early  and  judicious  churches,  and  subjected  to  grievous  per- 
arrangementfl  should  be  made.  Those  secution,  because  they  could  not  in  con- 
who  may  approve  of  such  a  thing  will  science  conform  to  the  terms  of  oom- 
nnderstand  the  best  mode  of  procedure,  muaion  prescribed  bv  the  unprincipled 
whether  1^  overture  in  pr«8byl«ri«  or  court  of  Charlea  II."  Divers  state- 
otherwise.  I  do  not  mean  to  advocat*  menta  in  the  Manual  seem  to  me  rather 
it,  but  may  be  allowed  simply  to  ad-  loose  and  large.  Thus,  almost  immedi- 
vert  to  two  or  three  pointe.^  ately  after  tlw  above,  it  is  swd,  "  Prea- 
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byterians  may  be  permitted  to  refer,  -with 
pride,  to  «  roll  of  worthies  embracing 
Bucb  names  as  Baxter,  Howe,  Mautou, 
Bates,  Searaan,  Mead,  Aaneaby,  Jenkyn, 
the  Cnlamya,  aad  the  UeniTs."  In  the 
same  tract,  p.  9,  it  is  mid,  "  Preebj- 
terianism  is  the  prevailing  gorermaent 
of  the  Reformed  Churches  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland."  Still,  independently  of 
the  authority  of  Dr  M'Crie,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  ejected  nmuHters 
were  not  high  EpiscopaJiaua,  but  leant 
coi^iderably  to  Preebfterianiam,  They 
were  much  of  the  aame  school  with  Arch- 
biahope  Usher  and  Leighton,  and,  indeed, 
many  of  the  Founders  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Many  of  them,  at  least,  held 
principtee  which,  legitimately  and  fully 
followed  out,  would  have  brought  thein 
Tery  near  to  ourselves ;  and  it  is  impos- 
sible  not  to  admire  the  heroic  sacrifice 
they  made. 

Next,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  in 
England  there  will  be  a  c^ebration  of 
the  Bicentenary  by  sevwal  disseuting 
communities,  probably  including  the 
English  Presbyterians.  Our  uniting  with 
them  would  tend  to  give  a  greater  im- 
pulse to  the  cause -of  nonconformity, 
and  might  at  the  same  time  help  to 
bring  out  some  impratant  features  of 
ecclesiastical  polity,  which  might  other- 
wise lie  comparatively  hid.  i  may  add, 
that  an  expectation  [4'evails,  that  a 
union  of  our  body  with  the  English 
Presbyterians  is  likely,  by  and  by,  to  be 
eEFected.  The  two  associating  together 
in  a  celebration  might  contribute  to  that 
result.  Their  co-operation,  last  year,  in 
commemorating  the  Reformation,  seems 
to  have  had  a  beneficial  efFect.  It  at 
all  events  produced  Dr  King's  excellent 
Plea  for  Presbyte^  and  for  Union  among 
Presbyterians  in  England. 

Further,  the  opinion  is  gaining  ground, 
and  I  humbly  coacnr  in  it,  that  there  ia 
in  England,  at  present,  a  remarkable 
opening  for  the  more  general  introduc- 
tion,orrestoration,  of  Presbytery.  Many 
of  the  Congregatioualists,  it  is  believed, 
would  have  no  objection  to  such  a  mo- 
derate form  of  government  as  exists 
among  ourselves.  Our  Synods  resemble 
a  good  deal  their  own  Umobs,  and  have 
some  obvious  advantages.  If  the  Essay- 
ists and  Eeviewera  get  clear  off,  as  pro- 
bably they  viU,  that  event  would  make 
it  evident  to  all  reflecting  persons,  that 
the  Church  of  Engknd  has  really  no 
tkictrines,  but  that  any  man  willing  to 


subscribe  the  Articles,  and  obeerre  the 
forma  prescribed  bjr  the  Liturgy,  may 
be  a  member  or  miniBtet  of  that  Uhurcli, 
whatever  principles  he  may  hold  and 
seek  to  propagate.  In  that  case,  so  likelj 
to  be  realised,  many  pons  persons  wonM 
flee  from  the  communion  of  the  Estab- 
lishment, and  apply  for  rehgious  fellow- 
ship  elsewhere.  Kespecting  Episcopacy, 
there  are  plainly  two  queationa.  First, 
Has  it  express  divine  appointment?  We 
all  hold  that  it  has  not ;  and  we  have 
the  concurrence  of  Archbishop  Wbately, 
and  of  many  other  eminent  English 
churchmen,  Bving  and  dead.  The  next 
question  is.  Is  it  expedient  as  a  form  of 
church  government?  And  it  is  incredible 
to  me  that  it  should  be  so  regarded  by  the 
Anglo-Saxon  mind,  which  is  pre-emi- 
nently liberty -loving.  There  is  nothing 
ia   our  civil    institutions   more    highly 

friied,  in  England,  than  legislation  by 
arliament,  and  trial  by  Jury.  Now, 
both  of  these  are  analogous  to  Presby- 
tery. Episcopacy,  however  mildly  it 
may  be  administered,  is,  in  its  essence, 
despotic.  It  is  a  one-man  power,  and  in- 
consistent with  the  representative  princi- 
ple, BO  warmly  and  so  justly  cherished,  I 
had  a  letter  lately  from  a  Scotch  minister 
well  acquainted  with  England,  who  ex- 
presses the  opinion,  that  it  is  altogether  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  Preebyterianism 
is  not  adapted  to  this  country.  He  says, 
"that  were  our  congregations  more 
thickly  planted,  so  as  to  lead  the  people 
to  taking  more  interest  in  one  another, 
and  feeling  the  Btimulus  which  neigh- 
bours supply,  onr  cause  might  prosper 
greatly."  These  are  precisely  my  views. 
It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  there 
is  Aprovided  in  the  case,  and  one  to  which 
every  sound-minded  man  will  attach  the 
utmost  importance.  Our  celebrating 
the  Bicentenary  would  not  supply  the 
great  desideratum ;  but  it  would  serve, 
in  some  d^ree,  to  bring  ub  into  kindly 
affinity  wiui  England,  and  diminish  the 
repulsive  feeling  with  which  many  re- 
gard us,  as  aliens  and  foreigners. 

I  may  say,  in  fine,  that  were  we  going 
into  the  celebration,  there  would  be  a 
fair  opportunity  of  making  some  salu- 
tary references  to  the  atrocious  Bartho- 
lomew massacre  in  France,  of  effectively 
denouncing  persecution,  and  advocating 
the  cause  of  religious  liberty.  There 
might  be  a  celebration,  too,  at  no  great 
cost ;  and  if  conducted  with  moderate 
wisdom,  it  would  surely  at  least  be  harm- 
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less.    Begging  you  to  excuse  the  nu-  riater,  and  a  speech  faf  the  Rev.  Dr 

expected  TeugOi  of  this  conmuiuCBtion,  I  VaughEui.    I  should  be  clad  that  thia 

am,  etc.  came  under  the  notice  of  your  resdere. 

Feregrinus.  The  Wilnets  is  not  costly,  and  the  article 

Hasts,  Nob.  1861.  referred  to  is  veil  worth  the  price  of  the 
whole.    May  I  also  recommend,  tor  per- 

P.S. — Since  ■writing  the  above,  I  have  usal.   The  Two  Thousand  Con/essora  of 

seen,  in  the  report  of  thekte  meeting  of  1662,  by  the  Eev.  J.  Coleman,  of  which 

the  English  Congregational  Union,  pub-  a  second  edition  has   just  appeared  in 

lished  in  the  CAn'sd'an  fPifness  (London)  London.   Apart  altogether  from  the  com- 

for  November,  a  very  interesting  discus-  memoration,  the  book  has  a  charm  for 

aion  on  the  commemoration,  consisting  every  lover  of  liberty,  sacred  authority, 

of  a  pap^  by  Joshua  Wilson,  Esq.,  bar-  and  self-denying  conscientiousness. 


CALLS  AND  VACANCIES  IN  THE  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Sir, — It  is  a  fact  well  known  to  the  es-  much  their  duty  to  improve  their  posi- 
perience  of  almost  every  United  Preaby-  tion,  their  status,  and  comfort  in  society, 
terian  church,  that  the  laws  and  forms  as  any  class  of  men — nay,  it  is  a  divine 
of  procedure,  in  reference  to  calling  a  command ;  and,  in  gener^,  this  only  can 
minister,  are  in  a  moat  unsatisfactory  be  done  by  moving  from  a  less  to  a  more 
state,  being  both  dilatory  and  veiatious,  important  sphere  of  usefulness.  But  the 
without  one  iota  of  benefit  to  be  derived  conduct  of  many  in  this  respect  brings 
from  the  delays  that  are  at  present  ei-  down  upon  themselves  the  condemnation 
jierienced,  and  the  mortification  of  too  awarded  to  Mm  who  hid  his  talent  in 
frequently  a  refusal  in  the  end.  At  the  earth.  What,  then,  are  the  reasons 
present,  the  usual  period  occupied  in  assigned  for  this  very  general  refusal  for 
prosecuting  a  call,  from  the  time  of  the  occupying  a  vacant  pulpit?  It  almost 
moderation  granted  by  the  presbytery,  invariably  is,  that  the  people  at  present 
to  the  time  that  the  call  is  either  accepted  under  his  ministrations  would  come  to  the 
or  rejectod,  is,  in  general,  three  months,  conclusion  that  he  wanted  away,  and 
and  in  some  cases  more.  I  have  given  the  thus  disturb  that  harmony  and  peace 
subject  my  most  serious  consideration,  which  ought  to  reign  in  the  mit^t  of 
and  after  viewing  it  in  all  its  aspects,  I  them,  and  destroy  his  usefulness.  This 
can  see  no  benefit  whatever,  but  rather  reason — plausible,  and  full  of  profound 
evil,  to  be  gained  by  such  protracted  de-  consideration  for  the  welfare  and  coucord 
lays  ;  and  am  satisfied  it  would  be  for  of  the  church  over  which  he  is  placed — is 
the  advantage  of  all  parties  were  it  either  true  or  false,  founded  on  a  rock,  ' 
simplified  and  shortened,  which  it  might  or  on  "  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision." 
be  with  the  greatest  ease.  Thisphantom,  then,  appears  tome  to  re- 
Another  evil  greatly  complained  of,  solve  itself  into  one  thing— the  path  of 
and  one,  too,  but  little  known  in  former  duty.  If  so,  is  it  a  matter  of  insurmouut- 
daya,  and  closely  connected  with  the  able  difficulty  to  arrive  at  a  right  con- 
same  subject,  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  elusion  ?  1  think  not.  To  a  Christian 
"  placed  ministers "  to  preach  in  vacant  minister  it  ought  to  be  one  of  the 
churches.  This  is  a  great  and  growing  easiest  solution.  It  is  said,  he  is  afraid ' 
evil,  especially  to  large  congregations,  to  offend  his  congregation.  Alas,  how 
where  it  is,  in  a  manner,  afelutely  often  is  it  the  case  that  "the  fear  of 
necessary  that  they  should  have  the  man  bringeth  a  snare ! "  And  there  must 
service  of  a  man  of  experience.  This  is  be  something  radically  wrong  with  the 
80  self-evident,  that  to  argue  the  point  guiding  principle  of  that  congregation, 
-would  be  positive  trifling.  One  word  or  with  that  minister  himself,  that 
en/iasson(,  Arcministersadifferentclasa  would  refuse  to  occupy,  or  be  allowed 
of  men  from  all  others  on  the  face  of  the  to  occupy,  a  more  extended  sphere  of 
earth?  are  they  actuated  by  different  usefulness.  A  minister  is  the  servant 
feelings,  different  motives,  different  of  the  Church,  while  he  is  only  the 
principles,  from  men  of  business  or  of  minister  of  a  congregation :  therefore  he 
mercantile  pursuita  7  I  trow  not.  It  is  as  is  in  duty  bound  to  obey  the  call  of  the 
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master ;  and  if  there  wan  t^at  spirittukl  within  twenty-one  days.    The  present 

life  and  vigour  which  ought  to  exist  iu  system   was  that  in  force    when    the 

every  congregation,  they  would  rejoice  presbytoy  exercised  tiie  prerogative  of 

in  the  honour  conferred  on  their  t«acher,  judging  in  such  cases.     Now,  however,  it 

in  place  of  taking  offence  at  his  break-  tkas  all  but  resigned  this  power,  and  the 

ing  the  bread  of  life  on  a  more  impor-  minister  himself  exercises  the  authority 

tant  field  of  labour.     If,  aa  I  believe,  it  of  deciding.     Why  not,  then,  adapt  the 

is   the  case   with   some   congregations,  procedure  to  the  altered  circumstancca 

that,  when  their  minister  is  known  tci  of  the  case  ?  To  continue  it  as  at  present, 

preach  in  a.  vacant  church,  a  hue  and  is,  in  reaUty,  little  better  than  a  farce,  and 

cry  is  raised  that  he  wants  away,  and  forciblyremindsmeof  the  story  of  Paddy, 

all  manner  of  surmises  are  circulated  to  who,  when  placed  at  the  prisoner's  bu', 

his  injury,  as  well  as  to  "  the  charity  and  asked  if  he  pled  guilty  or  not  guUty, 

that   thinketh  no  evil"   of   those  who  repKed,    "Sure   how  can   I    know   till 

propagate   tliose  inuendoes,  is  it  right  1  near   the   evidence?"     This  seems  a 

that  these  things  should  be  allowed  to  true  parallel  to  the  case  of  a  miniate 

continue,  and  that  miaistera,  to  obviate  under  caH  ;  for  it  is  rarely  known  how 

these  remarks,  are  under  the  necessity  he  is  to  decide  till  the  last  moment,  till 

*                             ■         '    ■       ■  after  all  the  reasons  pro  and  con  have 
been    read,   and    a    grand    display    of 

wing  forensic     doquecce     exhibited    to   the 

members  in  vacant  churches  the  means  listening   throng,    while   he  knows    as 

of  hearing  and  forming  opinions  regard-  well  how  to  act  and  what  he  is  going  to 

ing    their    qualifications    for    another  do  when  he  gets  the  call,  as  he  in  general 

"     Such  transactions   cannot   be  does  after  it  has  been  three  months  in 


of  resorting  to  such  underhand  practi 
as  that  of  preaching  in  other  pulpi 
ostensibly  for   the  purpose  of  aEowi 


defended;   and  if   they   cannot  be  de-  his  posBessioa.     With  snch  facta  before 

fended,  they  are  worthy  of  all  condem-  ns,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  common  sense, 

nation,  being  contrary  to  that  spirit  of  why   not  decide  at   once,  and  save  an 

the  Gospel  which  reprobates  everything  amount    of    unnecessary    anxiety    at 

like   double-dealing.     With   these  facts  present  experienced   by  all  parties  in- 

before  us,  is  it  not  an  incumbent  duty  terested  ? 

on  the  part  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Then,  as  a  remedy  for  the  second  evil 

Church,   to    devise    some    means    that  complained    of,   J    would   suggest   that 

would  deprive  or  prevent  congregations  the  Committee  for  the  Distribution  of 

from  finding  fault,  and  the  pastor  from  Preachers  be  invested  with  authority  to 

resorting   to  a  , practice   anything   but  appoint  such  ministers  having  charges  aa 

creditaUe  to  a  minister  of  that  Gospel  may  be  requested,  on  the  presentation  of 

which  is  the  embodiment  of  everything  a  petition  signed  by,  at  least,  nine-tenths 

TUtuons  and  straightforward  in  action  ?  of  the  session  and  managers  of  a  vacant 

Of  the  propriety  of  this,  I  think  there  church.     It  this,  or  something  similar, 

can  be  no  question ;  and  as  a  remedy  for  was  done,   it  would   prevent   j-----' — 


o  much  and  justly  ct 


plained  of,  I  have  to  offer  the  following     cenary  and  selfish  in  their  motives  and 


suggestions.     In  the  f 


iry  of  the  calling  congrega- 


e  to  the  clerk  of  pres- 
bytery where  the  minister  is  situated, 
copies  being  sent  at  same  time 


being  stigmatized  unnecessarily  ai 


.,  and  would  thus  recognise  and 


when  a  call,  with  reasons,  are  laid  before     hold  up  to  view  the  principle,  too  much 


lost  sight  of  of  late,  that  they  a 


the  clerk  of  said  presbytery  shall     servants  of  the  Church,  and  amenable 
*■  ' '  '      ' '       ■    '      *  to  it  tor  all  their  actions.     Trusting  that 

you  may  find  room  for  these  remarks  in 
the  December  Mugazine,  and  that  some 
party  called,  and  in  cases  of  translation     other  party,  more  powerful  and  eloquent, 
or  calling  a  placed    minister,  to    the     may  take  up  the  subject,  I  am,  etc., 
session-clerk  of  congregations;  andinaU  R.  S. 

cases,  the  party  c^led  must  return  an        Rillwud,  Ifommbtr  1861.  ..  .' 

answer,  accepting  or  declining  the  cell. 


i  by  Google 
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MODE  OF  VOTING. 


Mt  deab  Sir, — I  am  glad  that  the  Mtea-  vote  has  not  been  taken  :  liad  it  been, 

tton  of  Buch  men  as  Mr  Inglis  of  John-  220  would  have  voted  against  Mr  A.,  and 

utone,  and  Mr  Meikle  of  InTeraiy,  has  only  180 /orhim.    During  the  early  part 

been  turned  to  the  mode  of  taking  the  of  theSeces^ODCkurcb,  it  wasacommon 

TOte    at    moder&tioDH.      But   the    plan  thing   to   take   the  negative   vote.      I 

suggested  by  these  brethren,  and  now  regret  that  the  practice  has  fallen  into 

uibmitted  to  the  Paisley  and  Greenock  desuetude.      The  discontinuance  of  the 

Presbytery  for  consideration — a  member  good  old  way  leads — hat  led— not  seldom 

of  a  congregation  voting  one  for  his  to  serioua  evils.     In  one  congregation, 

choice,  tico  for  the  one  he  likes  second  many  of  the  members  are  heard  saying, 

■  beat,  and  three  for  him  he  likes  least —  ''  O  yea,  it  was  a  unanimous  coll ;  yet 

is  not  adapted,  though  it  were  practicable,  more  than  tbe  half  of  us  did  not  want 

to  all  the  exigencies  of  the  esse.    Suppose  Mr  A.,  and  we  had  no  opportunity  of 

that  400   membere   of   a   congregation,  saying  so."      In  another  congregation, 

whose  membership  is  600,  meet  to  choose  learning  that  Mr  C.  is  to  be  proposed, 

one  to  be  their  pastor.      A  member  of  Mr  D.  is  nominated,  not  because  any  of 

the  congregation  nominatee  Mr  A.,  and  the  members  are  anxious  to  have  Mr  D., 

anotbio'  member  seconds  the  motion;  but  Mr  D.  is  proposed  to  keep  Mr  C.ont. 

while  the  moderator  asks  three  times,  if  Thus  Mr  D.  is  elected,  to  the  asionish- 

any  other   person   is   to   be   proposed,  ment  of  the  whole  congregation.     Had 

None  but  Mr  A.  being  nominated,  the  the  congregation  known  that  the  nega- 

moderator  calls  for  a  show  of  hands,  tive  vote  was  to  be  put,  Mr  A.  would 

One  hundred  and  eighty  vote  for  the  not  have  been  declu^  to  be  linani- 

nomiaee.     The  moderator  declares  that  mously  called,  while  Mr  D.  would  not 

Mr  A.  has  been  unanimously  called.  Has  have  been  propoeed  at  oil. — I  am,  my 

Mr  A.  been  unanimonsly  called  ?    Two  dear  Sir,  most  faithfully  yours, 

hnndred  and  twenty  of  the  members  David  Youkg. 

present  are  against  iix  A.    The  negative  Eihcuven,  8th  Nmesatr  ie6L 


DIVINITY  HALL  REFORM. 

Glasoow,  Nob.  19,  1861.  the  part  of  the  studenta.  Before  this 
Sir, — In  the  September  number  of  sub-committee  could  communicate  with 
the  United  Presbyterian  J^agaane  there  the  writer  of  the  letter,  an  articlejap- 
appeared  a,  letter  with  the  signature,  "A  'peared  in  the  Retrospect  of  the  Magoane 
ijtyman,"  on  the  subject  of  Divinity  Hall  for  October,  in  which  the  readers  were 
Reform,  in  which  very  grave  charges  assured  that  the  most  offensive  parts  of 
were  brought  against  the  professors  and  the  letter  were  never  intended  for  the 
Students  of  theology  in  the  United  Pres-  United  Preabyterian  Church  at  all,  ond 
bytevian  Church.  Your  Magazine,  "  that  the  writer  had  another  Church  in 
though  not  in  an  o^ciaf  sense  the  organ  his  immediate  view;" — poesibly  "tiie 
of  that  Church,  yet  is  extensively  read  Established  Church,  or  the  Free  Church, 
among  its  members,  who  might  natur-  or  the  body  of  Congregationalista."  Re- 
ally infer  that  deficiencies  and  faults  collecting  that,  in  the  letter,  the  follow- 
to  which  attention  was  directed  in  its  ing  statements  had  been  made : — "  AH 
pages  werelikely  to  be  unifersfafeif  rather  the  Churches  in  Britain  need  a  radical 
than  overstated.  The  Synod's  Com-  reform  in  the  training  which  they  pro- 
mittee  on  Theological  Education,  at  a  vide  for  their  divinity  students  ;"  "  We 
meeting  held  in  the  end  of  September,  intend  to  confine  our  remarks  to  theo- 
'  had  said  letter  under  consideration;  and  logical  teaching  as  conducted  in  Scot- 
a  Bub'COQUuittee  was  appointed  to  com-  land,  and  more  particularly  as  carried  on 
municate  with  the  writer,  and  request  in  connection  with  the  United  Presbi/lerian 
that  he  should  retract  his  accnsation  of  Church;"  "The  United  Presbyterian 
inefficiency  on  the  part  of  the  professors.  Church  could  in  a  moment  fix  upon  a 
and  of  groes  and  general  inattention  on  man  posBeesed  of  all  the  highest  quaM- 
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cations  for  this  difficult  and  important  B«edan  1861,  eajn,  "he  has  much  ple>- 
profeSBOrehip ;"  "These  suggestioiis  of-  gureinreportii]gfaTourably,aBfonnalj-, 
fered  are  Etrictl;  practical,  and  may  be  of  the  regularity  of  atteDdance,  proprietf 
■worthy  of  our  Synod's  early  stteation ;"  of  conduct,  and,  he  trusta,  ateo  of  tu 
— recollecting,  I  say,  that  these  state-  general  proficiency,  of  the  Btudenta  tinda 
menta  were  cont^ea  in  the  letter  com-  his  charge."  Dr  Lindsay  says,  "  As  tu 
plained  of,  the  sub -committee  did  not  the  conduct  of  the  students,  it  was  moM 
regard  the  disclaimer  in  the  ReCroipect  exemplary,  and  such  as  was  quit«  cm- 
for  October  as  satisfactory ;  and  re-  sistent  with  their  views  and  profeeuous." 
i^uested  from  the  writer,  under  his  And  Dr  Eadie  says,  "  The  conduct  and 
signature,  "A  layman,"  a  direct,  for-  attention  of  the  students,  both  at  llie 
mal,  and  complete  retractation  of  the  professor's  lectures  and  during  the  hear- 
charges,  as  being— inasmuch  as  they  ing  of  the  discouiees  of  fellow-etudeDts, 
referred,  or  might  be  supposed  to  refer,  were,  aa  heretofore,  all  that  could  be 
to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church—  desired."  The  professors  have  for  many 
grossly  exaggerated,  or  altogether  with-  years  given  reports  of  a  similar  chanu- 
out  foundation.  A  retractation  or  apo-  ter,  from  which,  if  it  was  atsU  necessary, 
logy  was  promised,  and  it  appeared  in  I  could  quote  largely.  Is  It  to  be  ims- 
tba  form  of  a  letter,  signed,  "  A  Lay-  gined  that  gross  itiatt«ntion  and  general 
man,"  in  the  Magaane  for  Kovemb^.  trifling  have  prevailed  among  the  stn- 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Theological  Educa-  denls,  but  the  professora  have  not  known 
tion  Committee,  held  on  the  6th  inst.,  it;  orthat,  knowing  it,  tlieybavewinked 
this  letter  was  taken  into  consideration,  at  it,  and,  to  hide  their  own  inefficiency, 
along  with  the  circumstance  that  there  have  formally  written  and  signed  a  series 
'  had  not  appeared  in  the  Magazine  for  of  untruths?  T&  those  who  know  the 
November  any  formal  notice  of  the  clos-  men,  tie  untenableness  of  both  supposi- 
ing  of  the  Divinity  Hall  session  of  1861,  tious  will  be  very  obvious. 
on  which  occasion  Professor  Harper  had  As  to  the  alleged  inefficiency  of  the 
referred  to  the  original  offensive  state-  theological  training,  I  am  convinced 
ments — as  far  at  least  as  the  students  that  the  statements  of  the  writer  of  the 
were  concerned — in  terms  of  indignant  letter  on  Divinity  Hall  Reform  are  mon- 
protest.  The  opinion  of  the  committee  stronsly  overcharged,  as  far,  at  least,  as 
was,  that  the  apology  was  not  fully  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  is  cwi- 
Bati8factoi7,  inasmuch  as,  while  the  cemed.  The  professors  are  men  d 
charges  of  carelessness  on  the  pert  of  approved  ability  and  scholarship,  of 
the  students  are  partially  withdrawn,  accurate  and  profound  theological  viewH, 
the  testimony  of  the  professors  on  this  of  high  Christian  excellence,  and  of 
point  is  ignored,  and  the  Btatementa  re-  academic  tastes  and  habits, — men  whose 
garding  the  general  inefiiciency  of  the  character  and  position  as  divines  sad 
Theological  Institution  remain  precisely  ■  biblical  critics  are  well  known,  both  in 
as  they  were  at  first.  The  duty  is  now  our  own  and  in  other  churches.  They 
imposed  upon  me,  as  convener  of  the  need  no  defence  or  eulogium  from  me; 
Synod's  Theological  Education  Commit-  and  I  shall  here  do  no  more  than  expreas 
tee,  and  thereby  the  official  guardian  my  conviction  that,  if  the  result  is  is 
specially  of  the  Divinity  Hall,  to  vindi-  any  point  or  to  any  extent  unsatisfac- 
cate  the  reputotJon  of  the  professors  and  tory,  the  blame  rests  not  with  the  pro- 
students,  which  has  been  assailed.  fessors.  The  cause  is  rather  to  be  sought 
In  regard  to  the  students,  it  is  hardly  in  the  shortness  of  the  Hall  session,  uul 
necessary  to  do  more  than  refer  to  the  theoccasionalnegligenceof  presbyteries- 
testimony  of  Dr  Harper,  who,  at  the  dcse  And  what  is  the  character  of  ovr 
of  the  valedictory  address  in  Septem-  miniBt«rs  and  preachers  as  to  theolofptal 
ber,  declared  publicly  that  the  statements  acquirement  and  pulpit  talent  ?  Are  we 
about  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  stu-  compelled  to  take  a  lower  position  thsn 
dents  weregrosfily  exaggerated, or  wholly  other  churches  in  the  country,  ortotske 
unfouuded.  Neither  the  veracity  of  Dr  a  lower  position  now  than  at  some  for- 
Harper,  nor  his  ability  to  give  int«lli-  mer  period  of  our  history?  The  msn 
gent  testimony  on  this  matter,  are  likely  who  says  we  are,  may  be  charged  with 
to  be  questioned ;  and  his  t^timony  is  gross  ignorance,  miserable  affectation,  or 
confirmed  by  that  of  the  other  profeesors.  malignant  spite.  We  are  imdoubl«lly 
Thus  Dr  M'Michael,  in  his  report  of  the  far  from  what  we  ought  to  be  as  divines 
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and  preachers,  but  we  are  not  behind 
oiir  neighbours ;  and  the  uniform  teati- 
monj  of  congregationE  that  have  been 
twice  vacant  during  the  last  sixteen 
years  is,  that  the  average  pulpit  talent 
of  the  Bupply  during  the  latter  vacancj 
was  higher  than  during  the  former. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  our  pcofes- 
sora  have  the  charge  of  large  congrega- 
tions, and  can  devot«  only  fragments  of 
time  to  the  work  of  preparation  for  their 
HaU  duties,  such  a  state  of  things  fur- 
nishes strong  testimony  aa  to  their  ability 
and  diligence,  and  the  admirable  use 
they  make  of  their  opportunities. 

The  writer  of  the  letl«r  on  Divinity 
HaU  Reform  says,  indeed,  "  The  general 
confeeaion  of  theological  students  and  of 
licentiates  is,  that  for  any  progress  they 
have  made  from  session  to  seeeion,  the 
lapee  of  time,  along  with  reading  and 
reflectbn,  should  be  credited  with  the 
improvement ;  and  that  the  Hall  tuition 
had  quite  an  imperceptible  effect."  In 
answer  to  this,  I  have  to  say  that,  as  far 
as  my  experience  goes,  "  the  general 
confeadon  of  theological  students  and 


licentiates"  is  something  very  d 

I  know  intimately  many  who  were  edu- 
cated under  Lawson,  and  Bruce,  and 
Paiton,  and  Dick,  and  Thomson,  and 
Mitchell,  and  Brown,  and  Balmer,  and 
Duncan,  aA  well  as  many  who  have  sat 
under  the  present  professors,  and,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  tha  feelings  of  all 
towards  their  theological  tutors  are  those 
of  veneration,  affection,  and  gratitude. 

I  do  not.  Sir,  hold  the  opinion  tbat 
the  system  of  theological  training  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  is  perfect. 
Instead  of  this,  I  think  there  is  room 
for  improvement  both  in  the  matter  of 
tuition  in  the  Hall,  and  superintendence 
in  the  presbyterioB  ;  and  I  should  be 
the  last  person  to  complain  of  the  inser- 
tion in  tne  Magazine  of  intelligent  and 
temperate  comm':iiiicationa  upon  the  sub- 
ject. I  trust,  however,  that  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  that,  whatever  be  the 
defects  of  our  system,  it  is  not  open  to 
the  reckleea  atta^  nude  on  it  recently  in 
your  pages. — 1  am.  Sir,  voutb  sincerely, 
John  B.  Johh^ion. 


APPEAL  ON  BEHALF  OP  TWO  COLOUKED  YOUTHS  FROM  LIBERIA. 


SiR,^At  the  meeting  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Synod  held  in  May  last,  the 
Rev,  Edward  Blyden,  Principal  of  the 
Presbyterian  Mission  School  in  Monrovia, 
the  capital  of  the  KepubUc  of  Liberia, 
-was  introduced  to  the  court,  and  ad- 
dreffied  its  members.  The  effect  pro- 
duced by  Mr  Blyden's  statemente  was  so 
favourable,  that  the  Synod  unanimously 
expressed  their  warmest  regard  for  him, 
^nd  their  cordial  sympathy  with  him 
and  the  race  which  he  represented.  In 
the  course  of  his  address,  Mr  B.  stated 
his  conviction  tliat  it  would  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  his  country,  if  some 
of  their  moat  promising  youths  were  to 
be  sent  to  Scotland,  to  complete  their 
education  at  some  of  our  seminaries,  and 
learn  our  Scottish  modes  of  thought.  He 
also  expressed  the  same  thing  to  some  in 

{rivate.  From  the  cordiality  with  which 
e  waa  received,  and  the  sympathy  ei- 
preeeed  with  his  views,  Mr  Blyden  baa 
been  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  there 
wotdd  be  little  difficulty  in  providing  for 
one  or  two  youths  in  our  city  tot  some 
tjme  ;  and  accordingly,  without  previous 
engagement  with  any  one,  or  arrange- 


ment of  any  kind,  two  youths  have  been 
sent  with  a  "recommendation"— so  runs 
the  letter  which  one  of  them  brings—"  to 
the  sympathy  of  Christian  frlendsin  thig 
highly  favoured  land."  The  two  youths 
are  now  with  us.  They  have  brought 
ample  testimonials  of  character,  ability, 
and  Christian  profession.  Both  of  them 
are  sons  of  clergymen  in  Liberia.  Both 
are  exceedingly  interesting  and  intelli- 
gent young  men.  One  proposes  to  study 
medicine,  the  other  theology,  with  the 
view  of  returning  to  their  native  land 
to  benefit  their  countrymen  by  the 
practice  of  their  respective  profes^ons. 
Several  friends  have  become  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  two  Ethiopian  stAngers 
so  unexpectedly — -may  we  not  add,  pro- 
videntially?— CAst  upon  our  Christian 
kindness  and  liberality,  and  are  prepared 
to  assist  in  supporting  them.  We  would 
deplore  their  being  returned  to  Liberia 
without  securing  the  object  for  which 
they  have  come.  We  therefore  confi- 
dently appeal  to  tie  sympathy  of  yoiu- 
readeis ',  and  cherish  the  conviction  that 
they  will  aid  in  this  enterprise  of  Chris- 
tian kindness.    The  sum  required  will 
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not  belarae,  and  only  temponry.    Those  andby  J.  H.  Callender,  Eeq.,  lO.Qoality 

who  shall  be  charged  with  the  special  Street,  Leitii,  Consul  for  the  Liberun 

oveiwght  of  the  young  men,  will  Bee  U>  Republic  ;  and  Jas.  Peddie,  Esq.,  Ttm- 

it  that  ei'erylhing  done  for  thtm  shall  be  anrer  of  United  Presbyterian  Synod,  S, 

in  Ihe  most  economical  stale.     Whocanteil  Queen  Street.— We  are,  ete. 
what  amount  of  benefit,  both  temporal 

and  apirituaJ,  liberal  friends  may  be  the  '     Rev.  THOMAS  Gdthsie,  D.D. 

means  of  imparting  to  that  portion  of  Rev.  George  Johnstom,  D.D. 

Africa  whence'  these  youths  hare  come  ?  Rev.  Chas.  J.  BROWN. 

SabaoriptionB  for  this  object  will  be  re-  Rev.  Robt.  S.  Candlish,  D.D. 

ceired  by  any  of  lu  who  dgn  this  appeal;  Wu,  Duncan,  S.S.C.,  1,  HeriotBow. 


OUR  PROBATIONERS. 


Sir.  —  What  is  to  be  done  with  our  toirards  the  class  for  which  we  are  plead- 
probationers  ?  There  never  was  such  a  ing.  Nevertheleea,  if  these  are  plied, 
glut  in  the  probationary  market.  Send  and  that  clsss  benefited,  bo  far  gooA.) 
some  of  them  to  Canada,  say  some.  Auh-  In  England  a  vast  fi^ld  is  opening  up. 
tralia  is  a  splendid  field,  undoubtedly.  As  that  noble  man,  Dr  Edmond,  said  the 
Those  who  can,  and  who  don't  go  there,  other  day,  "  Tbere  is  a  Scotland  in  Eng- 
are  most  certainly  fools.  The  dispro-  land"  for  us.  The  Gla^ow  FrcBbyiery, 
portion  between  the  demand  and  the  at  their  last  meeting,  appointed  a  corn- 
supply  at  home  is  alarming  1  Fifteen  mittee  to  consider  the  wnole  queetion  of 
vacancies  or  so  to  some  eighty  or  ninety  the  extension  of  our  Church  m  Glasgow 
preachers !  What  are  these  among  so  and  neighbourhood.  And  is  this  not  the 
many  ?  There  are  the  balls,  polished  remedy  7  Is  this  not  the  proper  outlet 
and  ready,  but  where  are  the  holes?  for  our  pent-up,  wasting  talent  and 
Has  the  Church  no  duty  to  these  noble-  pDwer?  Let  there  be  stations  eatah- 
hetuiied,  devoted,  educated  young  men  ?  fished  everywhere,  where  a  station  should 
We  thiuk  most  assuredly  she  has.  These  be.  A  sister  church  has  a  quicker  eye 
youngmen — Justthinkof thetimeandthe  for  such  openings  than  we  have;  but 
Struggle  they  spend  and  wrestle  through  she  has  nothing  like  an  approximation 
in  preparing  themselves  for  the  micistry.  to  the  inen  that  we  have  at  our  disposal 
Tbmk  also  of  their  expense  to  the  Church  for  the  occupation  of  such  spheres.  Let 
heraelf.  And  where  is  the  return?  Where  there  be  no  more  vast  churches  bnilt. 
is  die  return  to  them?  Blasted  hopes  Any  man  with  a  bat's  eye  in  his  head 
and  heary  hearts  I  Where  is  the  return  may  see  that  the  tendency  of  the  age  is 
to  her?  Money  sunk — sunk!  Educated  lo  moderate  congregations, — tomoderat« 
power  and  capacitiea  aborted  1  We  ask  eddies,  and  not  large  stagnant  troughs, 
the  fairness  in  allowing  bo  many  excel-  In  them  each  member  feels  his  individual 
lent  young  men  to  devote  themselves  responsibility  more ;  and  that  is  much 
so  unlucratively  to  the  service  of  the  gained.  And  by  them  more,  far  more, 
Church,  merely  to  glide  away  from  sue-  inproportion,  isdonejnot  tospeakof  the 


not  deserve  a  better  recompense?    And  minister's  sake.     Those  who  pei^ist  ii. 

does  the  very  expenditnre  of  the  Church  building  large  houses  need  not  wonder 

herself  on  them,  through  professors  and  if,  some  day,  they  awake  and  find  them 

otherwise,  not  merit  a  better  reward?  stranded  hulks.      Let  there  be  a  more 

Is  it  a  duty,  in  the  face  of  Heaven,  we  numerous,  and  that,  we  would  say,  thus 

ask,  to  keep  so  much  excellent  educated  would  be  a  more  advantageous,  distribu- 

power  lying  dormant,  useless?     Is  the  tion  of  the  people,  and  then  there  will 

world  evangelized  yet  ?    Is  there  not  a  be  more  work  for  the  outatretehed  bands, 

world  around  our  doors  unevangelized  Let  the  case  of  Dean  Street,  Edinbui^h, 

yet  ?   The  Church  is  beginning  to  awake  bo  far  as  practicable,  be  a  typical  one. 

now  to  a  sense  of  her  duty.    (We  have  Let  our  probationers  have  a  fair  field  in 

neveryet  observed,  however,  anyintend-  England, — London  and   neighbourhood 

ed  beneficial  aspect  in  these  operations  not  excepted.    Our  probationers,  do  not 
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require  to  be  prerenled  from  displajiug 

their  gifts  in  any  district.  They  can 
afford  to  hold  up  their  beads  in  any 
pulpit.  Such  is  B  looming  out  of  the 
remedy.  Has  Providence  no  end  to  be 
gained  by  this  great  probatorial  power? 
Has  He  cuhninated  this  flood,  merely 
that  it  may  rush  out  Bidevays  tuto 
marshes  and  deserto?  Ought  not  chan- 
nels to  be  speedily  scooped  out  to  receive 
its  irrigating,  fertilizing  benefit?  No 
want  of  money,  God  never  yet  was  left 
without  a  witnoa :  and  when  He  has 


work  to  do,  He  never  yet  was  left  with- 
out a  purse.  Let  there  be  uo  misappli- 
cation of  money,  tor  one  thing — no  np- 
keeping  of  old,  unimprovable,  utvemu- 
nerative  fabrics  by  that  which  ought  to 
be  bestowed  upon  fields  that  would  most 
certainly  bring  a  large  return.  We 
ground  arms,  hoping  that  this  random 
musketry  roll  will  be  but  the  prelude  of 
the  unlimbering,  by  some  of  our  mighty 
men,  of  a  few  ArmHtron^,  that  on  this 
subject  will  make  a  noise. — I  am,  etc., 
Full  Tue. 


jintins  of  Mtts  i^niiliraiiatis. 


TBB  SlBBATH  VIB1VBD  IN  THB  LlflnT  OP 
RbASOH,     KbVBLATION,     AMD    HlSTOHI ; 

■WITH   Skbiokbs   or   rrs  Litbhaturb. 
By  tbeRev.  Jauks  Qilfillan,  Stirling. 

Edlntotfib :  ADdnw  ElUot  uid  John  tf  acUreii. 
ISel.  F]>.«Tt. 
We  feel  aa  if  we  owed  an  apolo^,  both  to 
the  public  and  the  author  of  this  important 
,  volume,  for  not  having  noticed  it  sooner. 
The  delay  has  arisen  mainly  from  circnm- 
stancBB  which  it  is  not  neeUFul  here  to 
Btate ;  bat  in  part  also,  ws  must  confess, 
from  one  reluctance,  which  a  careful 
perusal  of  the  work  and  its  high  claims 
to  thoughtful  consideration  have  induced 
and  deepened,  to  comment  on  it  harriedly, 


within  the  unavoidably  narrow  limits  as- 
signed UG.  The  author  has  evidently  done 
his  part  in  no  hiuly  or  perfunctory  manner. 
Unlike  far  too  many  in  this  hookmahing 
age,  who  rush  into  print  before  their 
beards  are  grown,  and  who  continoe  to 
■end  fbrtJi  every  season,  under  some  taking 
title,  a  fresh  and  bulkv  instalment  of  their 
wordy  effusions,  we  have  here,  we  rather 
think,  the  maiden  production  of  ooe  who,  if 
our  Clerical  Almanac  is  to  be  trusted,  mast 
have  seen  at  least  sixty  birthdays.  And, 
anless  we  are  mach  mistaken,  he  has  been 
perseveringly  equipping  himself  for  his 
task  during  all  the  spare  spaces  of  the 
best  and  larger  portion  of  his  ministerial 
life.  Deeply  convinced  of  the  divine  au- 
thority, the  peculiar  sacredness,  and  the 
permanent  obligation  of  the  day  of  weekly 
rest,  and  of  its  vital  connection  with  the 
material  and  spiritual,  the  temporal  and 
eternal  interests  of  man,  he  sets  himself 
to  state  and  illustrate  the  grounds  of  that 
conviction.  To  this  andeitaking  he  has 
brought  qoalilicai ions  of  no  common  order 
— a  naturally  strong  and  carefully  dis- 
ciplined  reasoning   faculty ;  a  terse  and 


forcibly  at  ti 
and,  not  least,  an  acquaintance  with  the 
polemics  and  literature  of  the  qncstion  in 
every  conntry,  apparently,  where  it  has 
been  agitated,  and  in  every  period,  from 
the  early  Christian  age  down  to  the  pre- 
sent lime,  at  once  extensive,  and  varied, 
and  minute  ;  and  evincing  sncb  an  amount 
of  unostentatious,  boruijide,  painstaking  re- 
search, as  wonld  bave  won  the  conimend- 
aiion  of  the  biographer  of  Knox,  or  of 
Sir  William  Hamilton  himself,  had  either 
of  these  great  men  been  alive  to  read  the 
volume.  Mr  Gilfillan,  in!fact,  wonld  seem 
to  have  sought  out  end  studied  almost 
everything  that  has  ever  been  published 
on  the  Sabbath  qnesiion,  from  the  folio 
Latin  treatise  hundreds  of  years  old,  down 
to  the  priae  essay  and  liny  pamphlet  of 
yesterday,  setting  forth  every  theory  and 
shade  ot'^opinion  ;  and  to  be  the  owner  of 
a  sort  of  biblioiheca  sahhatica  not  to  be 
matched  elsewhere  probahly  in  the  world, 
and  which  BS  a  literary  curiosity  we  long 
to  see.  The  result  is  a  work  which,  though, 
like  everything  human,  not  without  its 
faults,  is,  as  compared  with  every  other 
with  which  we  are  acqaainted,  at  once  the 
ablest  and  the  most  variedly  exhaustive  of 
the  entire  subject.  Never  before,  we  be- 
lieve, has  the  Sabbath  cause  been  dis- 
cussed, and  the  old  orthodox  doctrine  on 
the  point — that,  namely,  of  the  Westminster 
Assembly  of  divines — been  maintained,  by 
a  single  pen  with  such  consummate  dia- 
lectic skill,  sustained  by  scholarship  so 
massive,  and  animated  by  so  hearty  and 
chivalrous,  yet,  withal,  calm  and  en- 
lightened, convictions.  It  is  not  only  a — -' 
but,  we  are  confident,  now  tke~hoo\  upon 
the  subject,  and  likely  to  continue  so  for 
many  years  to  come. 

The  value  of  snch  advocacy  at  the  pre- 
sent time  cannot  well  be  overrated.    As 
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li  the  public,  the  qnestion  it  (till  fnr  directir,  End  nnder  iSTen  disUnct  propoii- 

rrom  being  settled,  thoagh  it  touches  at  a  tioDi,  from  Scripture;  this  proof beinEful- 

haodred  paints  an  individual  and  domestic,  lowed  up  by  a  speclficslioa  of  the  duties  of 

on  social  and  natioDal  ioterests.    Not  a  the  Sabbath,  the  continued  obligMion  of 

little  or  late,  indeed,  has  beenvritten,  and  itsob8ervanca,and  theimportuiceassi^fd 

that  tmthfnll/  and  irell,  upua  the  qnes-  to  it  bj  Qod.   Section  Fourth  U  eljled  TU 

tlan  ;  and  opinion,  in  this  counCcy^t  least,  Sabbatli  ia  Hittorg,  and  presents  u>,  finl, 

u,  we  hope,  on  the  whole  steadil;  gtavicat-  with  trace*  and  nottcesof  the  institatiou  in 

Ing  in  the  right  direction.    Tet  it  cannot  pagan  lands  and  previous  to  the  Chrisiiin 

be  denied  that  there  are  deep  and  power-  era,  and  then,  with  its  histoiy  in  Chriiten- 

ful  currentii  Tunning  in  the  opposite  way.  dom  down  to  the   present  day.    In  llie 

Some  of  these  are  Sowing  from  the  most  following,  or  Gfth  lection,  we  faaie  Th 

InSnential    quartera— witneM   lost   year's  &ii}aM F[Wtai(ei^,' inolherwordi,astaie- 

Bampton  Lecture ;  and  even  nearer  borne,  ment  of  the  Tarious  theories  maintained 

aod  where  «ometliing  better  might  be  ex-  bj  difierent  penoos  and   p&rtiee  on  ttie 

tected,  a  lamentable  Tagueness  and  tbcH-  inliject,  coiiQicting  with  the  doctrine  Kt 

ktion  of  view  prevails.    To  all  who  are  forth  in  the  volume,  and  a  testing  of  each 

conscious  of  this  haiy  indistinctness  of  of  these  by  reason,  experience,  and  Sciip- 

tboaghl,  we  cannot  too  earnestly  recom-  ture. 

inend  the  volume  before  as.    And  shonld  .    The  volume  is  closed  with  several  fv/f* 

these  lines  meet  the  e^es  of  any  who  have  of  eminent  individaal  ttttimonia  onbthat} 

been  led  to  form  opinions  at  variance  with  iffthe  Sabbath. 

those  for  whicli  our  author  pleads,  we  would         Of  such  a  work,  quotations,  even  hsdirE 

still  respectfully  aelc  them,  in  his  nime,  to  room  for  them,  can  afford  only  a  very  in- 

cive  Mm  a  hearing,  if  not  for  the  worth,  as  adequate  conception.    &9  a  specimen  of 

they  may  deem  it,  of  his  views,  at  least  for  the  author's  style,  however,    though  tu 

the  freshness  and  vigour  with  which  these  ft'om  the  most  favourable  that  might  be 

views  are  presented,  for  the  literaty  excel-  given,  we  can  now  find  space  only  for  Ibc 

lence  of  the  work  itself,  and  for  the  rare  following: — 

and  carious  learning  with  which  it  is  en-         "Aj  the  son  is  the   same   orb  which 

ijched.    Even  in  this  respect,  and  to  the  ihone  on  the  world  yet  nnvisited  by  sin, 

general  scholar,  it  is,  as  we  con  testify,  and  nnblasted  by   the    curse,    and   DO<r 

eminently  readable.    These  remarks,  how-  enlightens  it  as  a  revolted  and  blighted 

ever,  though  leaving,  as  we  arc  well  aware,  jiroviuce  of  the  universe—the  same  whes 

onr    proper  critical  task   yet  nofnlfilled,  Tisina;    brightly   in   the  east,   then    enve- 

mult    for   the    present  be   extended    no  loped  in  clouds,  and  then  breaking  forlb 

farther.    We  would  only  add  the  briefest  in  all  its  fplory— so  it  ia  the  same  Sabbath 

possible  abstract  of  the'  contents   of  the  which  has  cheered  mankind  in  their  condi- 

volame,  and  then  subjoin  a  few  extracts.  tions  of  original  purity  and  subsequent  de- 

The  opening  book  or  section,    forming  praration,  and  which  after  varied  forlnnci 

more  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  entire  work,  is  now  risen  to  its  highest  earthly  honour. 

is  occupied  with  Skitcbea  of  Literature  and  The  Sabbath,  like  the  sun,  has  never  esficn- 

Controoiraiei   respecting  the  Sabbath,  ar-  tially  changed.    In  ancient  limes  as  reallf 

ranged    under   three  chapters, — the   first  as  now  it  was  a  delight,   and   combined 

treating  of  the  period  prior  to  the  Refor-  mercy  with  sanctity.   Now  as  well  as  then, 

mation,  and  the  second  and  third,  of  that  it  is  not  a  day  of  idleness,  or  worldly  bnii- 

since  the  Reformation  to  the  present  time,  nexa,  or  worldly  pleasare.  Has  the  removal 

Section  Second  is  entitled,  ^dnpioiions  an  j  of  its  penaltv  of  death  made  its  profanation 

Adoantaga  of  the  Sabbath  to  man,  physic-  less  criuiinal  than  idolatry  or  disobedience 

ally,  intellectually,  morally,  and  religiously  to  parents,  which  al«o  no  longer  incur  the 

— its  economy,  in  enabling  him  to  accom-  forfeiture  of  the  ofiender's  life?      Is  re- 

plish  more  work  of  every  kind  than  be  demption  less  holy  and  spiritual  a  subject 

could  without  it — its  ennobling  and  truly  of  remembrance  than  creation  f     Because 

benign  influence  on  individuals — its   do-  we  are  brought  nearer  to  heaven,  are  we 

mestic,  and,  lastly,  its  national  benefits,  permitted  to  become  more  worldly,  mare 

In    Section    Third  the  Divine  Chigin  and  occupied    with    amusement    and   vanities, 

Authority  of  the  Sabhal/i  are   proved,   first  less  obliged  lo  meditate,  prav,  and  praise, 

from  the  uore- mentioned  adaptations  and  on  the  day  which  now  more  ifaan  ever  bor- 

advaulagea    themselves,    and   then,  more  ders  on  the  days  of  eternity  ?" — F.  3S2. 


ib,Google 
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Snhllifltiitt.— SLniblt  ^nilu|briatt  €^m\. 


PiutSBITBBiii.  ^tooBBiititaa.  Mid'  cftll,  with  relatiTe  papen,  oonrirtiog 
of  rouonsGirtnTislstion.    I%«call  baritiR 

Annandalt,  —  Tbii    pTeshjterf  n«t  U  bsen  read,  It  WBi  mored  BndsecondEd,  and 

EcelefechaD   on   28th  Octotier^the  Bey.  agr«ed  to,  tbaC  il  ihoold  in  tha  meantims 

William  Tait,  moderator.    AfUr  receiving  l;«  on  tbe  table,  and  that  panicB  be  cited 

tbe  rapOTt  of  the  committee  appointed  to  to  be  present  at   next  ordlnaiT  meeUng, 

Tii;t,iiiconjanctionwiChadepatBtiD(ifrom  when  it  will  betaken  up  and  diapoied  of. 

the  Home  Mission  Board,  toe  congicn-  Mr  Allan  wm  appointed  to  preacb  to  the 

tions  of  Bigg  and  Wamphraj,  the  preabj'  congregation  of  S,  Qrimiby   SCnet,   Ar- 

tei7  proceeiled  with  the  call  laid  on  the  broath,  on  the  STtfa  inalaot,  to  intimate  the 

table  at  fbrmer  meeting  b]'  the  congrega-  proceedings  which  have  now  taken  place, 

tion  or  East  Bank,   Hawick,  to  the  Be*,  and  lammon  them  to  appear  for  tbeir  In- 

John  Riddell,  Moffat.  CoiomiiBianen  From  tereM  at  next  meeting — said  meeting  to  be 

both  congregationB,  and  from  the  Melrose  held  at  Aibroath  on  Tnesda?  after  the  third 

PrMbjtety,  were  present,  and  were  heard  Ssbbatb  of  November,  being  the  19th  day 

in  doe  coarse.    Mr  Riddell,  on  being  re-  of  the  month.    Fonnd  that  the  anBaal  col- 

qaested  togivehiadedaion.intimated  that,  lection  for  the  Sj^od'a  General  Fnnd  had 

after  the  most  carefat   consideration,   he  bees  made,  or  was  about  to  be  made,  in 

felt  It  to  be  his  dotj  to.  decline  the  call.  M    the    congregations,— This  preabjteTj 

This  decision  having  been  intimated,  ftrst  met  agun  on  tbe  19th  November  at  Ai-  ' 

to  tbe  commiseioners  from  Hawiak,  and  broath — the    Bev.    U.    AIrd,    moderator. 

then  to  those  from  MoSit,  the  pieabvteij  Entered  on  the  consideiation  of  the  call 

a^eed  that  the  call  be  set  aaide.    Next  from   S\mn\roek   Street,  Glasgow,  to  tha 

meeting  of  presbytery  is  to  be  held  at  Bev.  Robert  Johnstone,  Arbroath.    Partiea 

Langholm,  outhe  second  Taeedaj  of  Jana-  being  called,  there  appeared  for  the  Pres- 

ary  next.  hytei?  of  Gla^w,  the  Ber.  Dr  Eobson ; 

Arbroa/h, — This  presbyce^  met  at  Bre-  for  the  e«Dgregiatlon  «f  Shamrock!  Street, 

chin  on  the  23d  October,  for  tbe  ordination  Mttns  Alexander  AnderMD,  William  Naw- 

of    Mr  Alexander  Hal  ton   Drysdale    in  lands,  BbbertTonng,  George  Walker,  Alex. 

MaifOD  Dieo,  Lane  congregation  there.    In  HMuitton,  and  James  Bolsell ;  fordiacon- 

additioD  to  the  members  of  preibyteiy,  gregation  of  N.  Grimsby  Street,  Arbroatb, 

there  were  present,  the  Bev.  John  Unir,  Messrs  John  Lamgair,  William  Davidson, 

from  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling ;  the  Ber.  James   Campbell,  and  John  Bain.      Tbe 

John  F.  M'Swaine,  from  the  Presbyte^  of  reasons  for  translation  by  the  congregation 

Capar ;  and  tbe  Rev.  Hiwh  T.Howat,  from,  in  Glasgow,  and  the  answers  to  these  re*- 

thq  Presbyter;  of  Dandee.    Mr  T.  Swan  sons  by  the  eongregalion  in  ArbroBth,  were 

t reached  from  S  Cor.  r.  30-;  Mr  J.  P.  then  read  together  terititint,  in  the  nsnal 
[illar,  deik,  narrated  the  steps  and  pnt  manner ;  after  which  the  commissionBrs  in 
theqoestions  of  the  formnla;  after  which,  pro»eeatlon  of  the  call  were  beard,  then 
tho  moderator  (Mr  Aird)  offered  up  prayer,  those  who  were  opposed  to  it.  Mr  John- 
wben  Mr  Drysdale  was  solemnly  set  apart  stone-then  addressed  the  court,  and  stated 
b^thelayingouof  handatotbe  workof  ths  that  he  had  looked  carefally  and  prayer- 
ninUti;,  and  to  thepasloralcfaaigeof  that  fully  at  tbe  question  before  him  from  alt 
coBgregalion.  Tbe  moderator  tben  gave  points  of  view ;  that  )te  felt  the  claims  of 
tbe  charge  to  the  newly  ordained  minister,  Shamrock  Street  to  be  strong,  bat,  believ- 
and  Mr  Miliar  addressed  the  congrega-  ing  that  the  pecnliar  eircnnistances  of  hit 
tion.  Great  barmonjr  prevails  in  connen^  present  congregation  presented  considera- 
tion with  this  settlement,  and  Mr  Drys-  tions  of  stiH  greater  weight,  tba  ^ath  of 
enters  on  bis  labours  with  every  pros-  dniy  seemed  to  him  clear,  to  deehne  tb« 
of.sQceesB. — The  presbytery  also' met  call.  Tbe  presbytery  having  heard  parties, 
tor  ordinary  basinesi,  when  an  eatract  mi-  agreed  to  express  eonenrrence  in  the  de- 
nate  fh>m  the  Presbjieiy  of  Glaseow  was  cision  given  t^  Mr- Johnstone,  aitd  to  let 
read;  staling  that  a  call  bad  been  addttased  aside  tbe-eall.  Next  meeting  was  appoint- 
by  the  congregation  of  Shamrock  Street,  ed  to  be  held  in  Montrose  on  Tmctdaj  after 
Glasgow,  to  the  Bev.  Robert  Johnstone,  the  first  Sabbath  of  February. 
Arbroath,  signed  by  437  members  and  64  Banffihirt. — This  presbytery  met  tm  tbe 
adherents.    The  Bev.  H.  Calderwood  ap-  I3th  Augnst— the  Rev.  Jamea  Forrester, 

Seared   from  said  preabTteiy,  tHong  with  modwetor.   The  minutes  of  the  last  mae*^ 

[eaars  Anderson,  Hewlands,  Tonng,  Wal-  ing  were    read  and  sost^sed.    A  com- 

ker,  Eamillon,  and  Bussell,  commissioners  munieation  was  produced  IVom  .the  Hoiae 

from  the  congregation,  and  laid  on  the  table  Mission  Secretary,  respecting  the  (tanna> 
NO.  XU.,  VOL.  v.,  KEW  SERIES. — ^DECEMBER  Ittl.  li  n       i^  *^ .  «.•  ^.. -.  ■  ^' 
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tionofaHiMionaiyCommUtMinthtprw-  catechin'a datie*  for  the  enncairii 

bjrten;  BndMQOsaclicommlttMbKdDeen  which  ths  exchange  takea  pliee.  k 

appointed,  it  wu  moved  and  agreed  that  pieabjtery  offered  do  objeetioe  lo  ii 

the  following  merabert  be  choHD  to  act  Id  posal,  but  left  the  matter  to  tlic  £i^ 

tbat  capacii; ;  the  Bev.  Mewn  Patenon  of  partlei  Immediate!;  conecTHi  ■ 
andForTeBter,andMiLawrenee,eldeF — Hi  -  Barras  read  the  report  of  (he Pordafl 

Patenon,  conTener.    The  clerk  ■abmitted  and  Fiodocht;  congregation,  nhutiid 

the   programme  of  arrangement  for  the  an  iacreate  in  the  attendance  u  |d| 

labonrt  of  Dr  J.  B.  Johnitone,  the  Synod's  ordinanees,  aad  a  Urge  arer^  n4 

erangelist,  which  was  agreed  to.  HrBamu  ance  at  the  weekly  prajer-mtBDDi 

gave  a  Teibal  statement  regarding  the  cos-  tbe  interest  fomerlj  elicited  is  r  ,, 

gregation  of  Portknockie  and  Findocbtj,  serrices    conliniied   nnabated;  ik  V 

and  reported  favourably  of  the  condition  wusrsment  of  baptism  had  bminf^ 

and  prospects  of  the  caose  there,— that  the  dispensed,  and  the  other  pHnle^' 

average  attendance  at  Portknockie  was  church  enjoyed  ;  that  tbe  fiouciil  — 

S.ia,   and  at  Findochty   ISO;  that,   at  a  were  ina  satitfactorystate;  sndMl 

recent  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Sapper  at  one  exceptional  drcamstance,  [kEO* 

Bnckie,  a  considerable  number  from  these  gation  was  in  "^ 

places  embraced  tbe  opportunity  of  eom-  circnmstanoe 

mnnicating,  and  thus  testifying  their  con-  between  the  memben 

nection  wiih  the  Church.    Mr  Forrester  in  relation  to  the  transaction  of  coMh 

read  the  report  of  the  Building  Committee  tional  bosiness.    It  waa  the  drain  llC 

acting  in  behalf  of  the  Portknockie  church,  memben  at  Findoeht^  to  meet  ilal|| 

A  general  grant  of  a  site  had  been  ob-  the  transaction  of  bnsinesi  whuJi  aH 

tained  trotn  the  &arl  of  Seafield,  on  the  regularly  done  only  at  a  eonjDiDlBi4 

nsnal  terms;  L.H>  bad. been  collected  by  In  consequence  of  the  nenbena* 

himself  throughout  the  chnrch;  LSOhad  doehty  having  declined  to  actiiMri 

been    subscribed    by  tbe   people  of  the  with  their  brethren   in  Ponkno^*' 

locality,  ^  and  at  the  end   of  the  present  action  could  be  taken  at  (he  congrtpM 

season  of  the  barring  fishing  another  L.SO  meotiog  held  at  Findocbiy  oa  ii  M 

might  be  expected ;   that  the  committee  Instonl.    Depnlies  from  each  oFilM 

had  given  the  utmost  encotuagement  to  tions  of  the  congregation  appuR^HS 

the  efforts  of  the  rising  congregatloa.    The  the  coart,  but  none  could  he  iwK! 

report  was  adopted,  as  indicating  satisfac-  proper  FepresentaiiTes  on  aicoMl^ 

tory  progress  ;  and  the  cordial  thanks  of  division.  The  presby teiy,  howti«Mi 

ths  presbvtery  were  tendered  Vo  Mr  For-  to  receive  them  as  commissioiienag 

resterandhis  coadjutors,  for  (heir  anxiliary  and  permitted  them  to  deliver  lUV 

exertions  towards    the    interests    of   the  menta.    After  a  deliberate  eoHftwiP 

Portknockie  cause.   The  nest  meeting  was  parties  consented  to  act  in  aniMP 

appointed  to  be  held  at  Bnckie,  on  the  future ;  and,  Iberefbre,  ^e  pi"*^ 

"       '         "      .^..    ..      ^  ^..  simcted  the  snperintendenr  " 

measures  ai  should  secure 

ail  matters  strictly  conH'i^**^ 

jDOucrBior.     itir  j>arnu  oiut;iau:u  av  ctciL  waS   ascertained   from    aU    tse  ^^t 

pro  tan.    The  presbyteiy  instructed  the  present,  that  the  collection  for  ■MF' 

clerk  to  see  tbat  all  the  papen  relating  to  general  fund  had   either  been  — *.* 

the  Preebyterial  Mission  Committee  be  re-  was  to  be  so  soon.   Tbe  14lh  ofSw^ 

ferred  to  &o  convener,  Mr  Paterson.   The  was  recommended  to  the  c™fj*5£2 

presbytery  then  considered  certain  papen  he  observed  as  a  day  of  thsiitff*!* 

sent  oy  the  Home  Mission  Board,  aneut  the  abundant  harvesL    '^^*^'^*JZ 

the  propriety  of  raising  monthly  subscrip-  was  appointed  to  take  plsM  ai  S>»" 

tions  in  support  of  the  mission  funds,  when  Tuesday,  I9th  Noretober.  ^ 

it  was  found  that  tbe  spirit  of  the  Synod's         Btncick. — This  presbyterf  nirt  *" 

legolations  had  not  been  carried  out  in  6th  of  November — the  Bev.  TboW)** 

some  of  the  congregatioos  within  tbe  pres-  gomery,  moderator.    Messn  ff"^]**! 

bylfeiy;  and  tbe  convener  was  inalrncted  and  HolmeswerecertifiedfrwalbeKjl 

to  oommunicftle  with  those  that  had  not  Hall.    Mr  Weatherstone,  l"''*,"^ 

as  yet  reported.    Mr  Forrester  asked  per-  his  course  of  study,  was  ei*aiisW)*J 

jDisiion  to  submit  a  proposal  from   tbe  various  subjects  taught  in  the  Hw^Q 

ki[k-session  of  Keith :  that  the  presbytery  Hall,  and  trials  for  license  ikk  "^ 

give  their  sanction  to  the  occasional  em-  to  biro.    The  Ber.  D.  Fsie«»|WjJ 

ployment  of  the  coimregational  missionary  of  Chapel  Street,   Berwick,  ippuM* 

or  catechiit  for  public  duty,  in  the  room  presbyterial  certificate,  which  »»|F|^ 

of  Mr  f  orrester,  who  engages,  fvben  his  The  consideration  of  mlei  Isr  I"  " 

pnlpit  was  thus  supplied,  to  discharge  the  Funds   of  the  Synod  wat  sdjm""     ' 
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tinburgh.— This  preBbjteir  met  on  the 
So'ewber — the  Kev,  Mr  Croom, 
irator.  The  clerk,  after  rending  the 
tes  of  lB9t  meeting,  formally  Intimftted 
e  presbyten'  the  death  of  the  Ber. 
ge  Sandj,  Oorebrid^  the  father  of 
iresbyCerj.  Iieare  of  abseace  for  aiz 
hs  was  giiren  to  the  Rer.  William 
.  LoAias  Road,  in  consequeDce  of 
lalth.  It  wa»  agreed,  in  reply  to  a 
oa,  to  moderate  in  a  calt  to  the  con* 
ition  of  West  Linton  on  Monday,  the 
November— the  Be».  Mr  Rutherford, 
■nds,  to  preach  and  preside.  The 
lieeioner  from  the  congregation  stated 
the  membora  nambered  neariy  aoo, 
that  the  acipend  offered  was  L.HO; 
a  manie.  A  petition  waa  read  fi'om 
iOngregaCion  of  Penicuik,  asking  the 
lylery  to  moderate  in  a  call.  A  CM>m- 
oner  from  the  congregation  stated 
ihe  stipend  proposed  to  be  givea  was 
),  with  a  manse  and  glebe;  that  the 
regation  paid  the  minister's  taxes,  and 
L.IO  for  sacramental  expenses.  The 
ben  namhered  abont  400.  Mr  Ben- 
in (to  the  commiBsioner)— Does  the 
legation  pay  the  income  tax  for  the 
sler  ?  The  eommisstoncr — We  object 
sy  the  income    lax.    Dr  Brown — ^I 

the  income  tax  t»  be  od  the  same 
nit  with  the  other  taxes.  Mr  Hender- 
-1  am  sorry  that  the  congregation  of 
imik  objects  to  pay  the  income  tax, 
thu  it  only  offers  a  stipend  of  L.I30, 
''g  that  the  congregation  of  West 
no,  which  is  jnst  abont  half  the  sise, 
iSdred  L.ISO.     I  wonld  have  expected 

the   Penicnik    congTegattOD   wonld 

offeied  L.I50  or  L.160.  The  com- 
flner  said  it  was  very  easy  for  a  peraoa 
eak  in  each  a  vtj  who  aid  not  know 
circnm  stances  of^  the  case,  bat  the 
■ylery  onght  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
regation  whs  composed  chiefly  of 
■rers.  Mr  Psrtane  said  It  onght  to 
ipt  ia  Tiew  that  the  wages  of  laboarers, 
ill  at  other  working  people,  had  been 
te  yeari  very  much  increased,  bat  the 
iiws  were  left  behind  in  this  respect, 
they  were  not  remnnerated   in   the 

proportion  as  other  classes  of  the 
nnnily.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the 
regation  were  QBiie  able  to  raise  the 
no  to  L.SOO.  Mr  DancaD  said  that, 
ding  the  value  of  the  manse  and  glebe, 
ongregation  contri bated  to  Ihe  amount 
'-170.  Dr  Davidson  suggested  that 
wesbytery  recommend  the  congrega- 
te pay  the  income  tax  as  well  as  the 
'taxes.  Aftersomefartherdiscassion, 
M  agreed  to  grant  the  moderaiioa 
I,  with  a  recommendatioa  that,  with 


the  other  taxes  of  the  minisler,  they  should 
also  pay  the  income  tax.  A  petition  was 
read  by  the  clerk  from  three  elders  and  , 
ninety-nine  members  of  the  Dean  Street 
congregation  (which  is  to  remove  to  Qneen 
Street  llall  on  the  3d  Sabbath  of  Novem- 
ber^ stating  that  tbev  wished  to  remain  in 
their  present  place  of  warship,  and  to  form 
a  new  congr^ation.  Mr  Balleny  (a  com-' 
missioner)  stated  that  the  portion  of  the 
eongregation  leaving  fbr  Queen  Street 
Halt  intended'  to  give  eveiy  assistance  in 
their  power  to  those  who  remained  in 
Dean  Street.  Be  also  stated  that  the 
Elders'  Association  of  Edinburgh  and 
Leith  bad  agreed  to  raise  the  snm  of  L.GDO 
towards  clearing  off  the  debt  of  L.ISOO  at 
present  on  Dean  Street  Church ;  and  that 
they  would  also  endeavour  to  gise  a  sum 
not  exceeding  L.ISO  a-year  tilt  the  whole 
debt  should  be  cleared  off.  Dr  Davidson 
(minister  of  the  congregation)  said,  that 
although  this  movement  was  not  one  of  bis 
choosing,  yet  be  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
go  along  with  the  majority  of  the  con- 
gregation. He  expressed  his  sincere  wish 
that  the  experfment  wonld  prove  snccessfiil. 
After  some  coavenBtioD,  it  was  agreed  to 


mittee  for  assistance,  as  they  were  only 
able  to  raise  from  all  sources  the  sum  of 
L.laO  B-year,  f^m  which  L.SO  had  to'be  ' 
deducted  for  expenses.    A  committee  was 
appointed  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  i 


the 

to  the  necessity  of  attendTng  teller  to  tt 
spiritual  wants  of  foreigners  residing  in 
Edinbnrgh  and  Leith,  ^  visiting  their 
honses,  distribntlng  the  Word  of  Ood,  and 
in  inducing  them  to  attend  pnWie  worship 
on  the  Sabbath..  The  leuer  was  referred 
to  a  committee  for  eonsideratron.  Dr 
Johnston  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  next 
meeting,  to  the  effi»t  thM  while  the 
presbytery  gratefollj  acknowledged  the 
efforrs  of  the  City  Missionary  Society,  and 
ofsei-eral  congrefiationsof  tbecily,  to  meet 
the  Ej>iTita^  destttniion  that  prevailed  in 
certain  parts  of  the  city,  they  were  satis&ed 
that  very  mncb  remaioed  to  be  done  in 


they  ceutd  for  this  important  object,  resolve 
to  take  measures  lo  sappty  the  means  of 
grace  to  those  who  are  destitote  of  them, 
and  to  enconnge  the  formation  of  chnichei    ' 


,  ^.oo^Ic 
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in  localiUea  in  wbidi  Aej  were  reqniiecl.  pointing  a  committM   to  inqiiiM  at  in 

lie  prMbyleiT  then  adjourned.  whether  iteps  ghonld  not  be  taken  for  tlie 
QiaagotD.^&i,  its  ardinnry  meeting  in  erection  of  a  chnreb  there.  A  similar  leltei 
October,  in  addition  to  the  matters  re-  w(u  read  from  Dt  Anderson,  snggeiting 
ported  in  the  M.agazijK  for  la«t  month,  the  inqnirj  as  to  Uddingitone.  Mr  Stirling, 
preshTten  entered  on  the  case  of  sppUea-  Coatbridfie,  laid  he  had  an  apolicaUon  of 
tion  by  M>  Waller  DuncKD,'  minister  of  the  suoe  kind  to  make  in  regard  to  anoltaer 
Farliamentaiy  Boad.  Chnrch,  Glasgow,  for  district,  which  be  would  name  to  the  corn- 
occasional  aupplj  of  mimBtera  and  preach-  miltee  proposed  to  ho  appointed.  Tlu 
ere,  remitted  hy  ^nod  for  judgment  of  preBbjterf,  after  discnssion,  nnanimonilj 
this  preebf  lerj.  AU  the  minutes  of  Synod  agreed  to  appoint  a  large  committee— Dt 
and  presbytery  bearing  on  Mr  Duncan's  J. B.  Johnstone, convener— tocongidertLe 
position  to  the  Untted  Freebyterian  Church  sohject  of  extending  the  Cbnrch  bymeint 
were  read.  After  diacossioa,  it  was  moved  of  new  congregations  in  Glasgow  and  iii 
by  Hr  M'Ewon,  and  seconded  by  Dr  J.  B.  neighbourhood.  A  memorial  was  pretenttd 
Johaetone, — "  That,  in  ao  far  as  this  appli-  from  the  National  Bible  Society  oF  Scot- 
cation  refers  to  thepreaching  of  theGospel  land,  detailing  the  operations  of  that  so- 
in  Parliamentan'  Koad  Church,  the  prea-  ciely,  and  requesting  the  presbytery  id 
bytery  do  not  feel  called  on  to  interfere  recommend  a  collection  to  be  made  by  the 
with  the  liberty  of  indtviduals  in  the  mat-  conip^catiotis  of  the  bounds  in  aid  of  the 
ter."  It  was  also  moved  by  Mr  Beckett,  society  a  funds.  The  presbyteij  nnini- 
knd  seconded  by  Mr  Burgeas, — "  That  the  moualy  agreed  to  comply  with  this  requeil, 

Sreebytery  find — That  in  April  1835,  by  a  and  ai^ointed  a  committee  to  prepares 

eed  of  the  United  Associate  Presbjterr  .  -circular  on  the  snbject,  to  be  sent  down  to 

of  Glasgow,  afterwards  justified  by  Synod,  congregations.    The  presbytery  proceeded 

Mr  Waller  Duncan  was  deposed  from  the  to  take  up  a  call  lying  on  its  table  from  the 

office  of  the  ministry,  and  excommunicated  congregation  of  Clapham,  London,  to  Dt 

tnai  the  fellowship  of  the  Church;  that  Mscfarlane,  of  ErEkine  Chnrch.    Reaiou 

■obseqnently,  when,  on  his  applying  to  be.  of  translation,  with  answers  thereto,  wert 

restored  to  his  station  as  a  preaciier,  the  read.    Dr  Edmoud.   Loudon,   Mi  R  S. 

Bynod  agreed  to  delay  giving  jndgment  on  Scott,  Manchester,  and  Mr  Brown,  com- 

the  application,  Mr  Duncan  formally  de-  missioner    from    Clapham    chnrch,   irere 

dined  the  authority  of  the  Synods  Chat  on  heard  in  support  of  the  call;  with  Hesm 

his  beginning  to  exercise  ministerial  func-  AiMirew  Bogle,  Samuel  Dunn,  and  George 

tions  among  certain  members  of  the  tlien  WilliamEon,  in  behalf  of  Erskine  Churcb; 

Elast  Regent  Street  congregation,  who  had  after  which  Dr  MacfarUne,  in  slengihentd 

identified  themselves  with  him  on  his  with-  address,  intimated  his  design  to  acsapttlis 

dnvment   from  tbe  Synod's  junsdiction,  call.   On  (hemotionof  DrEadie,  •oeonifeu 


the  presbytery  gave  utstmctions  to   the  by  Dr  Taylor,  the  connection  between  Dt 

East  Begent  Street  session   to  deal  with  Uacfarlane  Mid  the  Enkine  Cbureb  oon- 

said  members  according  to  the  rules  of  the  gregation  was  ibbu  loosed.    Dr  Eadiewat 

Church;  that  conaecuently,  Mr  Duncan,  at  appointed  to  preach  in  Erskine  Choich  «ii 

this  day,  stands  to  the  United  Ftesbyterian  the  follovicg  Sabbath,  and  intimate  ihii 

Church  as  a  deposed  minister,  and  excom-  deciEion,  m  ouo  to  moderate  in  the  nsnon 

municated  from  fellowship,  while  hia  fol'  during  the  TfusacCT  thtia  created.    Sevenl 

lowers  are  still  in  the  position  of  persons  students  delivered  trial  discourset  with  ■ 

declining  the   authority  of  the   Church:  vieir  to  licenso 

therefore  find  that  it  noold  not  be  con-  Baiailtoti, — This  presbytery  met  in  Hoit 

sisient  with  Church  order  to  p»nt  the  ap-  Street  Chnrch  Hall,  on  the  S7th  Angnil 

plication  now  made."    A  vote  being  taken,  iast— the  Rev.  Peter  Brown,  moderator, 

the  first  motion  was  dHTiadby*  very  large.  The  presbytery   agiun  entered  into  con- 

majoritj;  and  the  pr^^ytery  decided  ac-  ference  on  the  beat  means  of  promoting  t 

Bordingly,  ibatjinao  faris  this  application  revival j>f  religion  j  and,  afterdeliberalioD, 


majority ; 

cordingly,        ,  _._  .,^ _„_.,,  „_.,„ . 

refers  to  the  preacbinff  of  the  Goapal  in  cordially  agreed  to  adopt  the  recommend- 

■n__.- i.__j  f;jm^,,j,^  they  do  s   "  '         ■■  '    ■  -        ,   .     .,  .       ....  _i_i.. 


Parliamentary  Koad  Church,  they  do  not  ation  of  last  Synod,  to  "  devote  the  eight 

feelcalleduDon  tointerferenitbthellberty  days,  beginning  on;  the  first  Sabbath  oF 

of  indlvidnala  in  the  matter.    AftUHstrtbis  (October,  and  ending  on  tbe  Monday  of  the 

judgment  Mr  Bamage,  Mr  Be^ett,  and  follewing  week,  to   daily  public,  family. 

UrReid,  elder,  entered  their  dissent.— TSie  and  secret  prayer  with  reference  to  re- 

pi'eBbvtery  met,  as  usual,  on  the  second  vival" — This  court  met  again  in  the  same 

Tdeaaay   of   November — B«v.    Mr    H&y,  place,  on  tbe  28th  Octobe^Hev,  F.  LeT'- 

Gqyan,  moderator.    A  letter  wa*  read  from  moderator  pre  Um.    It  was  reported  V 

DiRobaoD,  Mlfing  attention  to  tbe  WAUt  the  membere  of  preabyteiy  present,  thil 

oT'k  United,  Ftesbyterian  church  at  Hill-  they  had  held  meetings  in  the  beginaiiE 

.  Iwi^and  suggesting  tba.propiinif  gf  ap>  of  the  month,  witk  referenee  lo  anvival 
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of  Kligion,  In  4eeordBiice  with  the  recoiD<  conp^atfon  of  Buckhaven,  Itiid  on  tha 
'  nendMion  of  lut  Sjiod,  which  had  proved  Uble  a  petition  from  (hat  chorcb,  reqneat- 
TCiy  encoanging;.  The  Rtal«  of  missionary  ing  the  pre*b;terj  to  appoint  one  of  their 
o^rationa  in  tbe  diQiereot  eongregationa  nnmber  to  moderate  in  a  cilU  at  as  early  a 
within  tlieboandswaa  nnderconaideratioQ,  period  na  maybe  conreoient.  The  com- 
ftnd  adjoomed  till  next  meeting.  Testl'  missioneri  stated  that  the  stipend  would 
noniais  were  received  Trt>nx  the  different  be  L.UO  per  annnm,  with  manss  and  gar- 
Froreasors,  stating  that  Messrs  John  Gib-  den,  and  L.IO  per  annnm  of  Bacramenriil 
aon,  John  B.  Bnssel,  William  B,  Wilson,  expenses.  It  was  agreed  to  grant  the 
James  Allison,  John  Oilmotir,  Andrew  prayer  of  tbe  petition,  end,  accordingly, 
Alston,  James  Manin,  and  John  Toang,  Hr  Donglaa  was  appointed  to  preach  at 
Uudenia,  had  attended  the  respective  BnclihaTeB,  and  moaerate  in  a  call  on  the 
da«8ea  and  performed  the  prescribed  exer-  14ih  November.  Adjoanie^  to  six  o'cloc'k 
dies  dnring\he  last  lessiOH  of  the  IMvinity  evening. — Six  o'clock  r.u.  The  presby- 
Hall.  Ur  William  B.  Wilson  was  trans-  tery  resomed,  whan  the  mionle  of  the 
ferred  to  tbe  Presbytery  of  London.  Mr  former  sedemnt  having  been  read  and 
Gavin  Martin  was  tranarerred  rh)m  the  approved  oF,  Messrs  Kerr,  Brown,  and 
Freabyteiy  of  Kilmarnock.  Varions  dii'  Mjslop  were  appointed  a  committee— Mr 
conisea  and  exercises  were  appointed  to  Brown  to  be  convener — to  consider  what 
tbe  itndenti^  to  be  given  dnring  tbe  recess  further  steps^  in  addition  to  the  soiree  (o  b« 
of  the  Divinity  Hall.  Appeared  Messrs  held  in  the  evening,  it  might  be  proper  to 
Andrew  Alston,  James  Martin,  and  John  take  in  the  way  of  celebraliag  the  centen- 
Toni^,  who  had  completed  their  theolo-  ary,  and,  fn  particular,  to  report  whether 
glcal  course,  and  made  application  to  be  or  not  it  might  be  praeticable  to  follow  it 
taken  on  trials  for  lieense.  Tbey  were  upby  some  permanent  and  nsefal  measure. 
examined  on  the  subjects  taught  in  the  The  soiree  held  in  the  evening  in  boQoaT 
Theological  Hall,  their  personal  religion,  of  the  centenary  was  attended  by  a  nn- 
and  their  motives  for  seekiitg  to  enter  tbe  nteroos  and  respectable  andience.  Inter- 
ministerial  office,  with  which  the  presl^-  esting  addresses  were  delivered  by  members 
tery  expressed  their  satisfaction  ;  and  ap-  of  presbytery,  as  well  as  by  various  mini- 
pointed  them  tbe  usual  subjecis  as  trials  sters  from  a  distance.  The  whole  proceed- 
tt>T  license.  ings  oF  tbe  day  and  of  tne  evening  were 
Sirkcalib/. — Taesday,  fifid  October,being  extremely  interesting,  and  gave  great 
tbe  centenary  of  tbe  formation,  at  Colins-  aatisbction. 

bnrgh,  oF  the  first  BelleF  Fresbylery,  the  Lantathire. — A  special  meeting  of  this 

Presbytei^ofHliikCBldvfaeldanextrameet-  presbytery  was  convened  on  tbe  evening 

ingatCohnsbarghon  tbatday,lnhononrof  of  Friday,  19th  November,  to  consider  a 

the  occasion.    Several  ministers  from  the  petition   from   Bnrton -on- Trent,   prajinj[ 

Presbytery  of  Cupar  being  present,  were  that  the  station  there  might  be  congregated^ 

invited  to  correspond.  The  meeting  having  Dr  M'Kerrow  presided,  and  the  Bey.  B, 

been  Constituted,  it  was  proposed  that  the  S.  Scott  read  the  petition,  to  wbich  SO 

minute  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Belief  signatures  were  attached.    It  was  agreed 

Presbytery,  at  which  were  present  Oilles-  that  the  request  of  the  petition  should  be 

pie,  Boston,   and  Collier,  with  their  re-  granted;  and  Mr  Seott  was  appointed  to 

sprative  elders,  should  be  read.    This  was  preach  at  Burton  on  the  evening  of  the 

Sreed    to,   and    done    aooordingly.    Mr  36th,  and  form  the  station  into  a  congre* 

alloch  reported  that  he  had  preached  at  gation  of  the  tTnited  Presbyterian  Cbaich. 

Dnbbieside  on  Babbatb  the  UBth  of  Sep-  Afefrose.— This  presbytery  met  on   tbe 

lember,  and  declared  the  church jracant;  12tb  November— Mr  Toung,   moderator. 
Mr  Benuie,  from  the  Presbytery  of  Edin- 

^  burgh,  being  present,  was  invited  to  corre- 

Rnd  presided  in  the  moderation  of  a  call,  spond.  Mr  Brown,  student,  gave  an  account 

wbiehbadturaedonttufavoiiioFHrBohert  oFtbe  Hall  lectnres,  and  was  examined  in 

Hall,  preacher.  MrHallocb'sprocedarewos  Tbeology  andLatio.  A  certificate  oflicense 

approved  of.    Messrs  Duncan  and  Thom-  waagronted  toMrJohnS.  Bo^d,  preacher, 

■on,  commissioners  from  the  congregation,  who  isabontto  leave  for  Australia.  Ther»- 

laid  the  call  on  the  table,  subscribed  by  port  of  collections  for  the  Synod  Fund  was 

80  members,  and  a  paper  subscribed  by  called  for,  from  which  it  appeared  they  bad 

88   adherents.     The   call  was  read  and  been  made.    The  Committee  on  Statistics 

■nitained,  but  the   presbytery  agreed  to  was  instructed  to  publish  a  tabular  state- 

Koceed  no  farther  in  tbe  matter  lyitU  in-  ment  for  circulation  among  the  congrega-' 

rmed  of  the  amount  of  supplement  to  be  tions  of  the  presbyte^ ;  and  tbe  presby- 

received   by  the  congregation   from   the  tery's  Mission  Committee  was  Insimeted 

Home-  Board.    Messrs  Greig,  Porker,  and  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  congregational 

Bonchion,  attested  commissioners  from  tbe  missionary  atsodations,    and    now  often 
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thejr  collected  their  contribntioni  dnring 
the  7e«T.  The  tract  on  family  pmver,  pre- 

Eared  b;  Mr  Hendenon,  nai  orderea  to 
e  published  and  circulated  within  the 
bonndi  of  Ihe  preibjterj.  Mt  RiddeU'a 
decliDatnre  of  the  call  from  Etut  Bank  con- 
BTcgBtion,  Hawick,  waiformallj  intimated. 
The  next  raeeling  of  presbjiery  was  ap- 
pointed, to  be  held  at  Melroae  on  the  TueB- 
daj  after  the  lecond  SabbaUi  of  Jaanary. 
iVeiDca»(J».— Tbia  preBbjtery  met  on  let 
October— the  Be V.  H,  S.  Campbell,  mode- 
rator. Beports  were  givea  of  a  leriei  of 
evangeliitie  eSbrlii,  bj  rarloos  luiiiiaten, 
*t  Towlaw,  Spennjmoor,  and  MJddle«- 
barongh,  which  were  eocoaraging.  It  woi 
propoied  to  hare  preachers  sent  for  some 
time  to  those  place*,  and  afterwards  to 
consider  the  prapriet/  of  bariDg  tb«m  oc- 
cupied aa  minionarj  stations,  the  uraDge- 
ments  to  be  doly  reported  to  the  Kome 
Commillee  of  the  Synod's  Board  of  Mis- 
fioni.  The  state  of  maitert  in  some  of  the 
■upplem  BDted  congregations  was  contidered 
and  decided.  Certificates  from  the  profes- 
sors in  tbe  Divinily  Hall  were  presented 
for  Mr  Beben  Craig,  stndeai  of  the  third 
jeaTjand  exercises  in  the  asoal  course  were 
assigned  to  him.  Certificales  being  also 
given  in  for  Mr  James  Christie,  student  of 
the  fifth  year,  nai  be  bavins  now  comjileted 
his  carriculnm  at  the  Hall,  bad  tbe  series 
of  exercises  prescribed  as  trials  for  license 
to  become  a  prpacher  of  the  Gospel. — The 
prasbytery  met  on  Not.  i— the  Bev.  H.  S. 
Campbell,  moderator.  Mr  James  Christie 
delivered  a  lecture  aud  a  popular  •ertnoa, 
which  were  approved,  as  a  portion  of  his 
trial  ezercisBs  fot  license.  The  Bev,  James 
Towers  harius  sent  an  extract  minnte  of 
proceedings  of  a  conference  held  ia  Edin- 
biirgb  in  May,  in  reference  to  the  forma- 
tion of  an  Enalieh  S^^od  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Charcb,  after  some  discuseion 
It  was  agreed  by  a  majority,  that  tbe  pres- 
bytetjpiu  present  circum»tances,deem  itin- 
ezpedient  to  come  to  a  decision  of  Chis-qnes- 
iion.  Next  meeting  of  the  presbytery  to  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December. 

DBDIMAIlOtr. 

Goihen,  Jamaica. — Mr  John  Welch,  or- 
dained M  July— Bev.  Messrs  Simpson, 
Fort  Maria,  Martin,  Carronhall,  and  Boyd, 
Bosehill,  officiating. 


United   pMsbyteilan  congregation  lh«f, 
in  the  seTenty-eighih  year  of  his  age,  fi 

fifty-second  of  his  ministry. 

Mr  Sandy  was  a  native  of  Dunbar;  k 
was  educated  at  St  Andrews,  and  stndiid 
divinity  at  Selkirk,  nnder  tbe  care  of  ika 
venerable  Dr  Lawson,  He  wsts  lieenied 
in  IBOS,  and  soon  after  called  and  ordwHd 
over  tbe  congregation  of  Leeds,  Tork^re, 
then  in  connection  with  the  Associsu 
(Burgher)  Synod.  After  a  ministiy  af 
three  years  in  that  place,  discouraging  lar- 
cumsiaaces  ted  him  to  resign  ;  but  onljra 
few  months  bad  classed,  when  he  vii 
called  to  ^e  oversight  of  the  AsHcistc 
congregation  of  Oorebridge,  which  htd 
beennewlf  fomed.  He  wai  indncted  Ihcre 
in  IS  13. 

Mr  Sandy  was  a  sincere  and  aprigbt 
man,  one  who  feared  Ood  and  esebewtd 
evil.  He  was  «  good  miniater  ot  Je»i 
Christ,  and  a  sound  divine.  He  loved  tbt 
doctrines  of  the  cross,  and  preached  tben 
with  great  fidelity  and  diligence.  Be  vsi 
distinguished  for  bis  copiousness  and  fe^ 
vourlu prayer.  UnderseTerefftmHybereaTt- 
meats,  he  maiufested  wonderful  jialleiice 
and  cheerfulness.  His  fidelity  as  aminister, 
and  the  consieteBcv  of  his  deportment  u  s 
Christian,  acquired  for  him  the  esteem  sad 
reverence,  not  only  of  his  own  coogregi- 
tion,  but  of  the  entire  district.  As  a  scholir, 
his  aouaisitions  were  of  no  mean  order. 
He  bad  an  exceedingly  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  sacred  languages,  which  he  kepi  np 
by  the  habitual  stbdy  of  the  Bible  in  tin 
original.    Be  was  also  thoronghly  vened 


was  delivered  in  the  pulpit  of  his 
Bev.  Geoiw  Sandy,  United  Presbyterian 
minister,  Uoorock,  in  the  month  of  June 
last.  He  was  shortly  seised  with  paraly>i^ 
affecting  the  organs  of  speech.  From  thii 
attack  he  partially  recovered, -and  was  able 
again  to  attend  public  worship,  until  Ibe 
month  of  September,  when  a  renewed  ill- 
ness laid  him  prostrate.  After  this  he  gra- 
dually sank.  In  his  sore  efflietion,  he  ex- 
perienced the  sweetness  and  tfflcacv  of  tbe 
Qospel'kehad  taoght,  and  expressed  hisas- 
■nred  belief  of  it  in  the  face  of  death.  He 
died  in  the  Lord ;  he  now  rests  from  bis 
labours,  and  his  works  do  follow  him. 

The  occasion  of  bis  death  was  improved 
on  the  Sabbath  following  by  his  collesgae, 
the  Kev.  Thomas  Forsythe,  and  by  the 
Bev.  Dr  Peddie,  who  .preached  tbe  fnueial 
sermon.  The  house  was  filled  by  an 
and  deeply  intertaled  coogrega- 
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jainnt^lit  JLettDBjint. 

FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

A  flnascial  crins  bas  been  reached  in  France,  and  the  empire  la  as  good  as  bank- 
rapt,  lionis  Napoleon  haB,ye&r  B.ft^'ywar,  and  in  a  way  tbat — within  commercial 
circles — woald  have  been  etigmatized  as  not  lees  dishoaest  than  foolkh,  been  incur' 
ring  enormous  debts,  bj  the  excess  of  the  imperial  expenditure  over  the  national 
income.  The  Fari^ann  have  been  greatly  dehghted  bj  the  new  city  which  he  has 
givoi  them,  and  by  the  splendid  Inzor;  of  court  entertainments  ;  and  the  country 
at  large  was  in  ecstasy  over  the  navy,  with  its  steel-ckd  ships,  which  he  had  called 
into  eiistence,  and  over  the  army,  which  he  had  signally  strengthened,  and  was 
maintaining  on  a  war-footing,  bb  if  for  aggressive  designs  against  two  or  three  of 
the  mightiest  nations  in  Europe.  Few  of  his  thoughtless  subjects  were  led  to  ask 
concerning  the  coat  of  all  these  and  other  kindred  proceedings;  and  the  budgets 
which  he  occasionally  allowed  them  to  see  were  craftily  framed,  to  keep  down 
'  national  anxiety.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that  he  possessed  Aladdin's  won- 
derful lamp,  and  that,  for  his  brilliant  ent^prises,  in^te&d  of  using  his  mischievous 
prert^tive  of  dipping  his  hand,  at  pleasure  and  without  any  notice,  into  the 
public  treasnry,  he  had  recourse  to  supernatural  agents  and  magical  bankers,  who 
were  ready  to  furnish  him  with  unlimited  funds,  of  which  not  a  single  coin  had 
been  extM^tcd  from  the  toil  or  capital  of  the  coontry.  The  deluded  people  now  see 
that  they  have  to  "  pay  for  their  whistle."  The  spendthrift  confesses,  and,  as  a 
promise  and  earnest  of  repentance  and  reformation,  proposes  the  ajipointment  of  a 
steward,  through  whose  hands  all  monies  for  national  and  imperial  expenditure 
-must  pass,  and  by  whom  they  mtist  be  faithfully  noted  down  for  public  inspection. 
It  seems,  however,  that  his  Majesty  wfli  permit  no  curtailment  of  the  wasteful 
supplies  for  army  and  navy ;  hence  none  of  his  neighbours  can  safely  order  a  re- 
trenchment in  their  expenditure  for  national  defence.  France  is  still  to  be  kept 
armed  for  aggression ;  and,  accordingly,  Britain  cannot  wisely  pause  in  her  ex- 
pensive preparations  Of  resistance.  The  new  minister  of  finance  had  strongly 
. urged  a  reduction  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  "withdrawal  of  the  French  troops 
Irom  Rome ;  but  the  Emperor  sternly  refuses  to  economize  in  these  directions. 

There  is  bo  change  for  the  better  in  the  general  state  of  European  afiairs.  The 
civil  war  in  America  is  making  small  progress  ;  the  principal  movements  on  the 
part  of  both  combatants  being  only  preparatory  to  expected  collisions  and  struggles. 
Curiously  enough,  the  Fedeialista  and  the  Confederates  have  each  a  war-vessel  in 
the  British  waters ;  and  a  bloody  engagement  between  them,  before  leaving  our 
coasts,  is  quite  possible.  , 


HOME  NEWS. 

Of  home  newB,  the  first  item  relates  to  an  appalling  eveftt  th&t  has  just  taken 
place  in  the  Scottish  capital.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  last  Sabbath  of  the 
monUi,  a  very  old  and  many-storied  "  land"  in  the  High  Street  fell,  and  buried  in 
the  ruins  upwards  of  forty  of  its  poor  tenants,  of  whom  more  than  the  half,  when 
afterwards  taken  out,  were  disfigured  and  woefully -smashed  corpses.  Providence 
is  by  far  the  most  impressive  preacher  on  the  uncertainty  of  human  life ;  and  this 
sermon  has  produced  a  remarkably  profound  and  general  sensation  of  awe  and  pity. 
It  will  be  a  Sabbath  day  long  remembered  in  Edinburgh,  even  by  many  thousands 
who  seldom  have  other  than  the  most  frivolous  thoughts  and  asBociations  on  the 
day  of  rest  and  worship.  There  are  some  secular  morals  in  connection  with  thia 
terrible  catastrophe  that  are  not  likely  to  be  neglected.  A  frequent  cry  with  anti- 
doaries  is — Spare  our  time-honoured  and  highly  picturesque  biiildings  that  adorn 
tne  Old  Town  of  Edinburgh.  The  civic  authorities  who  dare  to  denounce  them  as 
.dangerous,  and  who  propose  to  displace  them  by  substantial  and  well-ventilated 
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houses,  are  treated  ae  Tandals.  Bat  will  the  vhining  and  mannderine  senfimeiital- 
iam  of  a  Group  of  auch  critics  rise  and  be  heard  above  the  shrieks  and  lamentationa 
of  a  whole  city,  stricken  with  horror,  grief,  aod  pit;  hf  the  recent  catastrophe .' 
It  is  understood  that  scores  of  those  loftf ,  antique,  and  pictoreeque  housee  in  the 
Old  Town,  that  attract  the  wondering  gaze  -of  strangers,  are  not  onlj  objectionable 
in  ererj  saniteiy  point  of  view,  but  are  also  so  hah  and  toppling  that  a  gost  of 
wind  might  suddenly  oTerthrow  them,  or  the  slightest  repAii  upon  one  of  the  nua; 
partitions  might  bring  the  whole  "  land"  down  from  top  to  hottom,  to  the  «> 
stiuction  of  some  twenty  famiUee  that  are  crowded  within  them.  Should  this  state 
of  things  be  permitted  hy  our  magistrates,  merely  in  order  that  a  few  tourists  nu^ 
get  a  moment's  atare  of  surprise  at  the  architectural  curiosities?  Will  not  tu 
recent  accident  ^ve  rise  to  an  outburst  of  pubhc  indignation  that  shall  doom  these 
buildings,  so  that  the  many  poor  famihea  patted  togeflier  under  their  rOHjfs  maj  le 
spared? 

The  Lord  Advocate  has  pledged  himself  to  bring  forward,  in  the  approachiiig 
session  of  Parliament,  a  measure  of  Kational  Education  for  Scotland.  The  paii^ 
schools  are  to  be  more  fully  opened  up,  and  other  amendments  and  ext«nuons  sie 
spoken  of.  But  his  Lonmip  will  conceal  the  provisions  of  his  bill,  until,  at  Itsst, 
they  have  been  submitted  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  Cabinet.  If  well-paid  inspeclon 
are  to  be  appointed  (as  has  been  hinted),  there  will  be  an  amuaing  party  and  per- 
sonal scramble  for  the  office,  and  we  shall  know  which  of  our  meet  ener^^c  edu- 
cation-agitators in  Mr  Moncreif  s  train  have  served  him  most  slavishly  la  bygone 


days. 

TheC 


e  United  Presbyterian  cause  in  England,  especially  in  London,  is  beginning  to 

Cthe  most  encouraging  tokens  of  prosperity.     The  translation  of  the  itev.  Dr 
farlane  to  a  new  church  in  the  metropdis  cannot  be  without  important  result*. 
The  Bev.  Mr  Heath,  a  convert  to  Oxford  Bationalism,  has  been  found,  in  tlie 
Court  where  he  was  prosecuted  by  bis  bishop,  a  heretic ;  and,  on  refusing  to  retract, 
the  sentence  of  deposition  will  be  carried  out. 


EETIVAL  SERVICES  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Tbb  United  Freebyterian  Church  has  taken  a  lead  in  aiming  earnestly  but  judici- 
ously at  a  true  and  lasting  revival  of  religion,  and  a  very  remarkable  success  is  the 
gra^jing  result  of  her  efforte.  In  various  districts  there  has  been  a  general 
awakening  of  interest  in  spiritual  things;  and  that  awakening  has  been  unattended 
by  those  displays  of  physical  excitement  which  have  so  often  provoked  the  sneen 
of  worldly  men.  In  our  Presbytery  notices  there  is  frequent  and  grateful  refer- 
ence to  the  visits  and  laboora  of  ministmat  friends  from  a  distance  ;  and  there  is 
one  idea,  suggested  by  VioBe  preaching  eicursionB,  which  we  wish  t»  press.  Ci^ 
ministers  have  their  month  of  hohdays  each  sununer.  Might  it  not  be  as  pleasant 
a  recreation  for  them  to  make  preaching  tours  in  the  rural  districts  of  Scotland  u 
to  fly  from  town  to  town  on  the  Continent,  in  the  laborious  and  exhausting  pnw«B 
of  Bight-seeing  ?  If  they  were  going,  not  singly,  but  in  groups,  there  would  be 
such  a  division  of  the  labour  of  preadiing  as  would  prevent  it  from  being  in  tb« 
least  oppressive,  whilst  the  stimulus  pven  to  the  settled  minister  of  each  locality 
would  he  of  incalculable  benefit.  It  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  de- 
tached in  bands  of  some  five  or  six,  were  to  make  a  month's  crusade  in  one  county, 
there  is  every  reason  for  believing  that  eminent  success  would  crown  the  entti- 
prise  J  and  probably  that  month  would  be  long  remembered  for  its  reinvigoratiiig 
and  to'acing  effects  upon  mind  and  body,  as  well  as  for  many  delightful  associs- 
tions.  City  ministers,  though  of  the  same  Church,  are  oft«n  hut  slightly  si:- 
qnainted  with  each  other,  and  their  close  connection  with  each  other  during  that 
month  in  the  country  would  lead  to  a  fraternization  not  more  pleasant  than  profit* 
able.  Ministers  generally  endeavour,  on  returning  from  their  holiday  travek)  to 
give  their  people  some  proportionate  benefit,  by  delivering  a  week-d(^  lecture,ia 

which  all  tne  places  and  objects  seen  are  minutely  descrited.     Each  cong *^^ 

is  treated  with  the  minister's  account  of  Paris,  Berlin,  Vienna,  Turin,  2 
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Borne ;  and  tte  fiock  of  some  very  adventnrotu  putor  are  faToured  with  Iub  verdict 
about  the  men  and  affairs  of  America,  thoogh  the  Toyage  out  and  back  occupied 
fais  whole  montli,  except  Rome  eighteen  or  twenty  hours  which  he  found  for  studj- 
ing  the  vatit  New  World.  But,  Borely,  far  more  interesting  and  edifjing  than  an; 
■uch  accounts  of  swallow -flights  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  would  be  a  graphic  diarj 
ai  that  month  of  Home  Mimon  effort.  The  experiment  could  easil;  be  made ;  and 
for  all  parties  coucCTned  we  are  hopeful  that  uis  change  would  in  all  respecta  be 
for  tiie  Detter. 

In  strange  and  not  rerr  decorous  contrast  with  eomeBt  ]&j  Christiana  becoming 
preachers,  the  famous  Mr  Spnr^eon  has  come  forward  in  his  own  pnlpit  aa  an 
amnaing  and  comical  lecturer.  He  has  been  deaoaJiting  and  joking  on  the  Gorilla, 
and  on  "  Male  and  Female  Shrewa,  and  the  Waf  to  Tame  tnem."  In  this  course 
af  natural  history,  he  will  perhaps  next  take  up  some  of  those  "plagues  of  Egypt" 
that  are  not  unknown  in  Britain  ;  and  we  can  fancy  him,  with  his  characteristic 
delicacy  c^  drollery,  producing  a  corrA,  amidst  louder  roars  of  laughter  dian 
rewarded  his  most  dashing  Bailies  against  "male  Bhrews."  But,  speaking  seriously, 
it  is  high  time  now,  when  laymen  of  all  d^rees  and  callings  are  inrading  the 
pulpit,  and  are  carried  into  it  (as  Richard  Weaver  is)  on  tlie  shoulders  of  a  vast 
multitude  of  admiring  hearers,  that  clergymen  should  devote  all  that  they  are  uid 
haTB  to  the  exercise  of  their  spiritual  functions.  It  would  be  an  easy  task  to 
demolish  the  specious  sophistry  advanced  in  favour  of  clergymen  undertaking  the 
part  of  secular  instructors.  Their  proper  duty  is  of  such  paramount  impcniiance, 
and  requires  such  an  entire  consecration  of  time  and  talent,  that  the  most  occa- 
sional and  temporary  abandonment  of  it  is  inexcusable.  "  One  thing  T  do,"  and 
"  I  am  determined  to  know  nothing  but  Jeaus  Christ  and  Him  crucified,"  should  be 
the  mottoes  of  the  Christian  minister ;  and  even  semi-sacred  pursuite  should  be 
foreign  to  his  range.  The  Apostle  Paul  was  ready,  for  a  purely  Christian  object, 
"  to  become  all  things  to  all  men,"  but  he  would  not  have  figured  aa  a  lecturer  on 
tite  Gorilla,  or  on  "  Shrews;"  tmd  that  apostle  is  a  very  safe  model  for  everj 
evangelical  miniat«r. 
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